
Title Author Description
Visions of 
Reality- What 
Fundamentalist 
Schools Teach

Albert J. 
Menend
ez

Although a majority of Americans have repeatedly 
shown in referendum elections and opinion polls that 
they oppose tax support for nonpublic schools, 
fundamentalist leaders and their political lobbies are 
putting increasing pressure on Congress and state 
legislatures to compel taxpayers to support sectarian 
private schools through "vouchers" or "tuition tax 
credits," under the deceptive banner of "school 
choice." Albert J. Menendez has carefully examined 
the most widely used history, English, and science 
textbooks in fundamentalist private schools. He 
documents the fact that these schools promote 
prejudice against people of other faiths, distort history, 
derogate our literary heritage, cast science in a bad 
light, and otherwise indoctrinate children with "visions 
of reality" that are incompatible with public tax support.

Religion and the 
Public Schools

Anne 
Marie 
Lofaso

Religion in the Public Schools: A Road Map for 
Avoiding Lawsuits and Respecting Parents’ Legal 
Rights is designed to help. This handy 129-page book, 
written by Associate Professor of Law Anne Marie 
Lofaso of West Virginia University, examines what the 
courts have said about many religion-in-school 
controversies and provides clear, concise answers to 
common questions. Fully referenced and 
footnoted, Religion in the Public Schools is the perfect 
guide for anyone seeking to better navigate the 
intersection between religion and public education.

Why We Still 
Need Public 
Schools

Art Must 
Jr.

Two cornerstones of American democracy - separation 
of church and state, and public schools - are under 
increasing attack. As this collection of essays, written 
by some of America's leading educators, political 
figures, and advocates of religious liberty shows, 
universal public education and the separation of 
church and state are related. The eminent contributors 
to this book argue that we need to defend both 
institutions against increasing onslaughts by the 
Religious Right and other self-proclaimed arbiters of 
societal behavior, who seek to dictate public policy and 
who are labeling the public schools themselves as 
"immoral" institutions. At issue here is not whether 
public schools need to be improved. It is assumed that 
improvement is necessary.

Piety & Politics: 
The Right Wing 
Assault on 
Religious 
Freedom

Barry 
Lynn

In the wake of the 2004 presidential election, the 
Religious Right insisted that George Bush had been 
handed a mandate for an ideology-based social 
agenda, including the passage of a “marriage 
amendment” to ban same-sex unions, diversion of tax 
money to religious groups through “faith-based 
initiatives,” the teaching of creationism in public 
schools, and restrictions on abortion. Led by an 
aggressive band of television preachers and extremist 
radio personalities, the Religious Right set its sights on 
demolishing the wall of separation between church and 
state. The Reverend Barry Lynn is a devout Christian, 
but he argues that politicians need to stop looking to 
the Bible to justify their actions and should consult 
another source instead: the U.S. Constitution. 

First Freedom 
First: A Citizen's 
Guide to 
Protecting 
Religious Liberty 
and Separation of 
Church and State

Barry 
Lynn & 
C. 
Welton 
Gaddy

The United States is the most religiously diverse nation 
in the world, due in large part to the clauses of the First 
Amendment that guarantee freedom for and from 
religion. But as we debate displaying Christmas trees 
at city hall and the Ten Commandments in the 
courthouse, we must ask: in what other ways is our 
religious liberty being compromised. In First Freedom 
First, with clear language and recognizable examples, 
two of the most trusted voices on church-state 
separation address head-on the many areas where 
religion and politics overlap, with consequences for all 
Americans.

The Right to 
Religious Liberty: 
The Basic ACLU 
Guide to 
Religious Rights

Barry 
Lynn, 
Marc D. 
Stern, 
and 
Oliver 
S. 
Thomas

This revised and updated edition of The Right to 
Religious Liberty sets forth an individual’s religious 
rights under present law, offering suggestions as to 
how they can be preserved and protected. (A bit 
dated-1995- but otherwise a good resource)

  Journal of 
Church and State

Baylor 
Universi
ty

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Pray the Gay 
Away: The 
Extraordinary 
Lives of Bible 
Belt Gays

Bernade
tte 
Barton

While some areas of the Unites States have made 
tremendous progress in securing rights for gay people, 
Bible Belt states lag behind. In Pray the Gay Away, 
Bernadette Barton argues that conventions of small 
town life, rules which govern Southern manners, and 
the power wielded by Christian institutions serve as a 
foundation for both passive and active homophobia in 
the Bible Belt. She explores how conservative 
Christian ideology reproduces homophobic attitudes 
and shares how Bible Belt gays negotiate these 
attitudes in their daily lives. Drawing on the remarkable 
stories of Bible Belt gays, Barton brings to the fore 
their thoughts, experiences and hard-won insights to 
explore the front lines of our national culture war over 
marriage, family, hate crimes, and equal rights. 

To Serve God 
and Wal-Mart: 
The Making of 
Christian Free 
Enterprise

Bethany 
Ellen 
Moreton

In the decades after World War II, evangelical 
Christianity nourished America’s devotion to free 
markets, free trade, and free enterprise. The history of 
Wal-Mart uncovers a complex network that united Sun 
Belt entrepreneurs, evangelical employees, Christian 
business students, overseas missionaries, and free-
market activists. Through the stories of people linked 
by the world’s largest corporation, Bethany Moreton 
shows how a Christian service ethos powered 
capitalism at home and abroad.

Moral Minority: 
Our Skeptical 
Founding Fathers

Brooke 
Allen

In her lively refutation of modern claims about 
America's religious origins, Brooke Allen looks back at 
the late eighteenth century and shows decisively that 
the United States was founded not on Christian 
principles at all but on Enlightenment ideas. Moral 
Minority presents a powerful case that the unique legal 
framework the Founding Fathers created was 
designed according to the humanist ideals of 
Enlightenment thinkers: God entered the picture only 
as a very minor player, and Jesus Christ was 
conspicuous by his absence. The guiding spirit of the 
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. 
Constitution, Ms. Allen explains, was not Jesus Christ 
but John Locke. In direct and accessible prose, she 
provides fascinating chapters on the religious lives of 
the six men she considers the key Founding Fathers: 
Franklin, Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, and Hamilton. Far from being the 
conventional pious Christians we too often imagine, 
these men were skeptical intellectuals, in some cases 
not even Christians at all.

The Battle over 
School Prayer: 
How Engel v. 
Vitale Changed 
America

Bruce J. 
Dierenfi
eld

Bruce Dierenfield has written a concise and readable 
guide to the first and still most important case that 
addressed the constitutionality of prayer in public 
schools. The 22-word recitation in a Long Island school 
that was challenged in Engel v. Vitale was hardly 
denominational not even overtly Christian but a handful 
of parents saw it as a violation of the First 
Amendment's proscription again the establishment of 
religion. The case forced the Supreme Court to take a 
stand on Jefferson's "wall of separation" between 
church and state. When it did so, the Court declared 
that by endorsing the prayer recitation no matter how 
brief, non-denominational, or voluntary the Long Island 
school board had unconstitutionally approved the 
establishment of religion in school. Writing with 
impeccable fairness and sensitivity, Dierenfield sets his 
account of the Engel decision in the larger historical 
and political context, citing battles over a wide range of 
religious activities in public schools throughout 
American history. Through interviews with many of the 
participants, he also reveals the large price paid by the 
plaintiffs and their children, who were frequently 
harassed both during and after the trial. 

Religious 
Fundamentalisms 
and the Human 
Rights of Women

C. 
Howlan
d

Dialogue on the conflict between religious 
fundamentalism and women's rights is often stymied 
by an 'all or nothing' approach: fundamentalists claim 
of absolute religious freedom, while some feminists 
dismiss religion entirely as being so imbued with 
patriarchy as to be eternally opposed to women's 
rights. This ignores, though, the experiences of 
religious women who suffer under fundamentalism and 
fight to resist it, perceiving themselves to be at once 
religious and feminist. In Religious Fundamentalisms 
and the Human Rights of Women , Howland provides a 
forum for these different scholars, both religious and 
nonreligious, to meet and seek common ground in their 
fight against fundamentalism. Through an examination 
of international human rights, national law, grass roots 
activism, and theology, this volume explores the acute 
problems that contemporary fundamentalist 
movements pose for women's equality and liberty 
rights.

Liars for Jesus: 
The Religious 
Right's Alternate 
Version of 
American History

Chris 
Rodda

Liars for Jesus debunks many of the historical lies 
invented and used by the Christian nationalist history 
revisionists in their efforts to further their far right 
political agenda and destroy the wall of separation 
between church and state in America. Liars for Jesus 
is not a book about religion. It is a history book, 
presenting and fully documenting the true stories and 
historical facts that are distorted in the "Christian 
nation" pseudo-history promoted by the religious right.

Wrapped in the 
Flag

Claire 
Conner

Claire Conner’s award-winning memoir, Wrapped in 
the Flag (Beacon Press 2013, 2014) weaves her  
intimate personal stories with the history of the 1960s, 
70s, and 80s. She chronicles her parents’ obsession 
with radical right-wing politics embodied in the John 
Birch Society, the most powerful  anti-Communist, anti-
government, populist movement of the 20th century

Nonbeliever 
Nation: The Rise 
of Secular 
Americans

David 
Niose

Today, one in five Americans are nonbelievers―a 
rapidly growing group at a time when traditional 
Christian churches are dwindling in numbers. Still we 
see almost none of them openly serving in elected 
office, while many others continue to loudly proclaim 
the falsehood of America as a Christian nation. David 
Niose calls for nonreligious Americans from all 
backgrounds to step out of the shadows and signal 
their opposition to the long-dominant Religious Right. 
Exploring all the hot-button issues that divide the 
country―from gay marriage to education policy to 
contentious church-state battles―he shows how 
Secular Americans―a group comprised not just of 
atheists and agnostics, but lapsed Catholics, secular 
Jews, and millions of others who have walked away 
from organized religion―are mobilizing and forming 
groups all over the country (even atheist clubs in Bible-
belt high schools) to challenge the exaltation of religion 
in American politics and public life. 

Original Intent: 
Chief Justice 
Rehnquist and 
the Course of 
American 
Church/State 
Relations

Derek 
Davis

Contemporary debate in the area of church/state 
relations centers around the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment: "Congress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of religion [the 
Establishment Clause] or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof [the Free Exercise Clause]." Original Intent is a 
readable and objective summary of the views of Chief 
Justice Rehnquist and an enlightening treatise on the 
future of church/state relations in America.

Roger Williams: 
Prophet of Liberty

Edwin 
C. 
Gaustad

Roger Williams chronicles the life of one of the most 
remarkable forefathers in American history. A true 
revolutionary, this devout Puritan championed Native 
American rights; wrote treatises on equal rights, flag 
desecration, and the separation of church and state; 
established the first American settlement based on 
total religious toleration--and he lived more than a 
century before independence, when America was still a 
vast wilderness! Williams went on to adopt adult 
baptism and founded the first Baptist church in 
America. He became president of Rhode Island colony 
in 1654, served as captain in the defense of 
Providence during King Philip's War, and continued to 
write and preach passionately for religious tolerance 
and Native American rights until his death in 1683.

Proclaim Liberty 
Throughout the 
Land: A History of 
Church and State 
in America

Edwin 
Gaustad

In this volume, one of the most distinguished scholars 
of American religious history traces the complicated 
relationship of church and state from the early colonial 
period, through the unique American experiment in 
religious liberty after the Revolution, to the ongoing 
debate over religious issues in our schools and 
communities. Edwin Gaustad relates entertaining and 
edifying accounts of headline-grabbing court trials 
involving polygamy, witchcraft, and church taxation. He 
quotes moving passages from the speeches and 
writings of American Presidents and Supreme Court 
justices to prove that, to paraphrase Michelangelo, 
"religious liberty is made up of a series of trifles, but 
religious liberty is no trifle."

Faith of the 
Founders: 
Religion and the 
New Nation, 
1776-1826

Edwin 
S. 
Gaustad

Edwin Gaustad provides a careful consideration of the 
developing relationship between religion and the state 
after the American Revolution. With concise focus on 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, 
George Washington, and John Adams, Gaustad 
identifies seven varying―sometimes 
contrary―perspectives on religion that guided the 
nation's founders. Faith of the Founders shows how 
these figures possessed an intuitive understanding of 
religion that helped nourish a young country. This brief 
but insightful book offers a look into the founding 
fathers' genius―and points to a way forward through 
the ideological boundaries that threaten to upend the 
daily doings of American government today.

With God on 
Their Side: How 
Christian 
Fundamentalists 
Trampled 
Science, Policy 
and Democracy 
in George W. 
Bush's White 
House

Esther 
Kaplan

When asked which single issue most affected their 
vote in the last presidential election, more than one in 
five Americans said “moral values”—and 78 percent of 
these voters chose to reelect President George W. 
Bush. As Esther Kaplan shows in her richly detailed 
investigation, it’s no wonder the Christian right voted 
for Bush in droves—their loyal support in 2000 
produced fantastic results. While organizations that 
offer abortion counseling and services or help to 
prevent HIV see their funds cut, church groups receive 
millions in federal dollars to promote sexual abstinence 
and marriage (provided, of course, it is heterosexual). 
Bush has appointed a Christian right dream team to 
the federal courts, dedicated to tearing down what one 
such judge calls “the so-called separation of church 
and state. Religious zeal even shapes Bush’s foreign 
policy, as Christian belief in the end times spurs the 
administration’s support for hard-line policies in Israel.

Evolution vs. 
Creationism

Eugenie 
C. Scott

More than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the 
debate over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.

The Separation 
of Church and 
State: Writings on 
a Fundamental 
Freedom by 
America's 
Founders

Forrest 
Church

A primer of essential writings about one of the 
cornerstones of our democracy by the original authors 
of the Constitution, edited by preeminant liberal 
theologian Forrest Church. Americans will never stop 
debating the question of church-state separation, and 
such debates invariably lead back to the nation’s 
beginnings and the founders’ intent. The Separation of 
Church and State presents a basic collection of the 
founders’ teachings on this topic. This concise primer 
gets past the rhetoric that surrounds the current 
debate, placing the founders’ vivid writings on religious 
liberty in historical perspective. Edited and with running 
commentary by Forrest Church, this important 
collection informs anyone curious about the original 
blueprint for our country and its government.

Separation of 
Church and 
State: Founding 
Principle of 
Religious Liberty

Frank 
Lambert

Frank Lambert tackles the central claims of the 
Religious Right "historians" who insist that America 
was conceived as a "Christian State," that modern-day 
"liberals" and "secularists" have distorted and/or 
ignored the place of religion in American history, and 
that the phrase "the separation of church and state" 
does not appear in any of the founding documents and 
is, therefore, a myth created by the Left. He discusses 
what separates "bad" history from "good" history, and 
concludes that the self-styled "historians" of the 
Religious Right create a "useful past" that enlists the 
nation's founders on behalf of present-day 
conservative religious and political causes. The result 
of a politicized religious history exposes the Religious 
Right "history" as fabrications and half-truths. In fact, 
one of the foundational principles of the Constitution is 
that of separation as the key to safeguarding freedom: 
separation of powers, separation of federal and state 
governments, and separation of church and state.

Religious 
Expression and 
the American 
Constitution

Frankly
n 
Haiman

In the current environment and fervor for “homeland 
security,” personal freedoms in exchange for security 
are coming under more scrutiny. Among these 
guaranteed freedoms are the protection of religious 
expression given by the U.S. Constitution and the 
constitutional prohibitions against behaviors that 
violate the separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.

Eternal Hostility: 
The Struggle 
Between 
Theocracy and 
Democracy

Frederic
k 
Clarkso
n

What is behind the violence against abortion clinics, 
attacks on gays and lesbians and the growing power of 
the religious right? Frederick Clarkson makes it clear 
that beyond the bombers and assassins who 
sometimes make news, is a growing, if not well 
understood, movement that encompasses Pat 
Robertson's Christian Coalition, the Unification Church 
of Sun Myung Moon and the Promise Keepers--the 
lead agency of the so-called Christian men's 
movement. Clarkson exposes the wild card of the 
"theology of vigilantism" which urges the enforcement 
of "God's law" and argues for fundamentalist revolution 
against constitutional democracy. 

Setting the 
Record Straight: 
Response to 
Misconceptions 
About Public 
Education in the 
US

Gerald 
Bracey

Gerald Bracey knows there are three kinds of lies in 
education policy: lies, damned lies, and the statistics 
that reactionary reformers tout as evidence in favor of 
dismantling our public schools. In this second and 
substantially updated edition of the hard-hitting Setting 
the Record Straight, Bracey goes toe-to-toe with the 
opponents of quality public education. You'll learn how 
to discredit them in your own discussions by using the 
very logic and statistical analyses they purport to have 
on their side. In this series of smart, forceful analyses, 
Bracey homes in on specific topics like vouchers, 
school funding, and comparisons to international test 
scores, themes around which agitators have created a 
host of mythological American school failures from the 
flimsiest of evidence. Each essay begins with a 
question you might commonly hear in conversation 
about these alleged shortcomings, to which Bracey 
provides a brief, sound- byte-ready rebuttal. Then he 
follows it up with a full-length explanation, replete with 
statistical data and talking points that fully support his 
assertions-and silence those who would undermine 
education with disinformation.

Not in Our 
Classrooms

Glenn 
Branch 
& 
Eugenie 
C. Scott

Where did the concept of intelligent design originate? 
How does it connect with, and conflict with, various 
religious beliefs? Should we teach the controversy 
itself in our science classrooms? In clear and lively 
essays, a team of experts answers these questions 
and many more, describing the history of the intelligent 
design movement and the lack of scientific support for 
its claims. Most importantly, the contributors—
authorities on the scientific, legal, educational, and 
theological problems of intelligent design-speak 
specifically to teachers and parents about the need to 
defend the integrity of science education by keeping 
intelligent design out of science curriculums. 

Lowering the 
Wall: Religion 
and the Supreme 
Court in the 
1980s

Gregg 
Ivers

Convinced that church-state law under the Supreme 
Court during the 1980s took "a giant-and unwelcome 
step--backward," Gregg Ivers's book explores the 
changing relationship between religion and the state. 
Those looking for a neutral account of this relationship 
should look elsewhere. This book, commissioned by 
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, is a liberal's 
response to use of the courts by "[r]eligious 
conservatives, encouraged by the election of Ronald 
Reagan," to create a "broad wave of conservative 
religious populism" in pursuit of school prayer, financial 
assistance for parochial institutions and equal access 
to public school facilities for student religious clubs.

The Oxford 
Companion to the 
Supreme Court of 
the United States

Hall, 
Kermit L

Not about church and state, but a great resource book 
on the Court.

The Journal of 
Law and Religion

Hamline 
Universi
ty Law 
School

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Religion on Trial: 
How Supreme 
Court Trends 
Threaten 
Freedom of 
Conscience in 
America

Hammo
nd, 
Philip 
E., 
David 
W. 
Machac
ek and 
Eric 
Michael 
Mazur

A powerful indictment of the current Supreme Court, 
arguing the regressive justices are not faithful to the 
Constitution and thereby endanger religious freedom.

The Godless 
Constitution: The 
Case Against 
Religious 
Correctness

Isaac 
Krammi
k & R. 
Lawrenc
e Moore

The Godless Constitution is an urgent and timely 
reexamination of the roots of church-state separation 
in American politics - and a ringing refutation of the 
misguided claims of the religious right. In this important 
polemic two distinguished scholars of American 
political ideas and religion refute this dangerous 
attempt to introduce what they term "religious 
correctness" into our politics, by reminding us that the 
absence of any mention of God in the Constitution was 
a conscious action on the framers' part, intended to 
prevent the bloody religious controversies that so 
marked European history. They also emphasize that 
church-state separation was seen as a guarantee of - 
not a hindrance to - religions liberty. Fully respecting 
the importance of religion in the public sphere, yet 
forthright in defining proper limits, The Godless 
Constitution offers a bracing return to the first 
principles of American democracy - and a guide to 
keeping them intact in the forthcoming presidential 
campaign.

Holy Hullabaloos: 
A Road Trip to 
the Battlegrounds 
of the Church-
State Wars

J. D. 
Wexler

After ten years spent riddling over the intricacies of 
church/state law from the ivory tower, law professor 
Jay Wexler decided it was high time to hit the road to 
learn what really happened in some of the most 
controversial Supreme Court cases involving this hot-
button issue. In Holy Hullabaloos, he takes us along for 
the ride, crossing the country to meet the people and 
visit the places responsible for landmark decisions in 
recent judicial history, from a high school football field 
where fans once recited prayers before kickoff to a 
Santeria church notorious for animal sacrifice, from a 
publicly funded Muslim school to a creationist 
museum. Wexler's no-holds-barred approach to 
investigating famous church/state brouhahas is as 
funny as it is informative.

Far Right 
Fantasy: A 
Sociology of 
American 
Religion and 
Politics

James 
Aho

Far-Right Fantasy is a straight-forward, jargon-free 
study of contemporary American right-wing extremism. 
The book addresses the strengths and weaknesses of 
the standard psycho-social-cultural explanations of far-
right activism. It shows how extremists are similar 
educationally and psychologically to their more 
conventional neighbors; that they get into the 
movement in the same way that others become peace 
activists or radical environmentalists, namely, through 
their ties with fellow workers and church-goers, family 
members, and classmates; and that their views are 
given a patina of certainty by being repeatedly 
corroborated within closed, non-contaminated 
communication systems. 

Religion and the 
State: Essays in 
Honor of Leo 
Pfeffer

James 
E. Wood 
Jr.

These essays examine major themes affecting religion 
and the state in a free society and the interaction of 
religion and world order. While concern is given to the 
historical and judicial context of the Establishment and 
Free Exercise Clauses of the First Amendment, special 
attention is given to contemporary church-state 
problems in American life. In addition, the volume 
analyzes alternatives to church-state relations outside 
the United States and freedom of religion in the 
international advance of human rights.

Supreme 
Conflict: The 
Inside Story of 
the Struggle for 
Control of the 
United States 
Supreme Court

Jan 
Crawfor
d 
Greenb
urg

Drawing on unprecedented access to the Supreme 
Court justices themselves and their inner circles, 
acclaimed ABC News legal correspondent Jan 
Crawford Greenburg offers an explosive newsbreaking 
account of one of the most momentous political 
watersheds in American history. From the series of 
Republican nominations that proved deeply frustrating 
to conservatives to the decades of bruising battles that 
led to the rise of Justices Roberts and Alito, this is the 
authoritative story of the conservative effort to shift the 
direction of the high court—a revelatory look at one of 
the central fronts of America's culture wars by one of 
the most widely respected experts on the subject.

The Nine: Inside 
the Secret World 
of the Supreme 
Court

Jeffrey 
Toobin

In The Nine, acclaimed journalist Jeffrey Toobin takes 
us into the chambers of the most important—and 
secret—legal body in our country, the Supreme Court, 
revealing the complex dynamic among the nine people 
who decide the law of the land. An institution at a 
moment of transition, the Court now stands at a crucial 
point, with major changes in store on such issues as 
abortion, civil rights, and church-state relations. Based 
on exclusive interviews with the justices and with a 
keen sense of the Court’s history and the trajectory of 
its future, Jeffrey Toobin creates in The Nine a riveting 
story of one of the most important forces in American 
life today. (2008)

Roger Williams 
and the Creation 
of the American 
Soul: Church, 
State and the 
Birth of Liberty

John M. 
Barry

For four hundred years, Americans have wrestled with 
and fought over two concepts that define the nature of 
the nation: the proper relation between church and 
state and between a free individual and the state. 
These debates began with the extraordinary thought 
and struggles of Roger Williams, who had an 
unparalleled understanding of the conflict between a 
government that justified itself by "reason of state"-i.e. 
national security-and its perceived "will of God" and the 
"ancient rights and liberties" of individuals. Acclaimed 
historian John M. Barry explores the development of 
these fundamental ideas through the story of the man 
who was the first to link religious freedom to individual 
liberty, and who created in America the first 
government and society on earth informed by those 
beliefs. 

Religious Liberty 
and the Secular 
State

John M. 
Swomle
y

This book exposes the Supreme Court's erosion of the 
Establishment Clause while emphasizing the Free 
Exercise Clause. Swomley also explores civil religion, 
secular humanism, and the current counter-revolution 
against separation of church and state led by some 
religious and political conservatives who would profit 
from government aid. He also lists the benefits 
churches would realize under a secular government.

Religion and the 
American 
Constitutional 
Experiment: 
Essential Rights 
and Liberties

John 
Witte, 
Jr.

The third edition of this classic book provides a 
comprehensive, multidisciplinary overview of the 
history, theory, law, and comparative analysis of 
American religious liberty from the earliest colonial 
period through the most recent Supreme Court cases. 
The authors present balanced, accessible discussions 
of controversial issues, such as funding religious 
schools and charities and displaying religious symbols 
on government property. 

The Last 
Freedom: 
Religion from the 
Public School to 
the Public Square

Joseph 
P.Vitterit
i

The presidency of George W. Bush has polarized the 
church-state debate as never before. The Far Right 
has been emboldened to use religion to govern, while 
the Far Left has redoubled its efforts to evict religion 
from public life entirely. In The Last Freedom, Joseph 
Viteritti argues that there is a basic tension between 
religion and democracy because religion often rejects 
compromise as a matter of principle while democracy 
requires compromise to thrive. Viteritti argues that 
Americans must guard against debasing politics with 
either antireligious bigotry or religious zealotry. 
Drawing on politics, history, and law, he defines a new 
approach to the church-state question that protects the 
religious and the secular alike. Challenging much 
conventional opinion, Viteritti argues that the courts 
have failed to adequately protect religious minorities, 
that the rights of the religious are under greater threat 
than those of the secular, and that democracy exacts 
greater compromises and sacrifices from the religious 
than it does from the secular.

The Good News 
Club: The 
Christian Right's 
Stealth Assault 
on America's 
Children

Katherin
e 
Stewart

In 2009, the Good News Club came to the public 
elementary school where journalist Katherine Stewart 
sent her children. The Club, which is sponsored by the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, bills itself as an after-
school program of “Bible study.” But Stewart soon 
discovered that the Club’s real mission is to convert 
children to fundamentalist Christianity and encourage 
them to proselytize to their “unchurched” peers, all the 
while promoting the natural but false impression 
among the children that its activities are endorsed by 
the school. Astonished to discover that the U.S. 
Supreme Court has deemed this—and other forms of 
religious activity in public schools—legal, Stewart set 
off on an investigative journey to dozens of cities and 
towns across the nation to document the impact. In this 
book she demonstrates that there is more religion in 
America’s public schools today than there has been for 
the past 100 years. The movement driving this agenda 
is stealthy. It is aggressive. It has our children in its 
sights. And its ultimate aim is to destroy the system of 
public education as we know it.

American 
Theocracy: The 
Peril and Politics 
of Radical 
Religion, Oil, and 
Borrowed Money 
in the 21st 
Century

Kevin 
Phillips

Phillips takes an uncompromising view of the current 
age of global overreach, fundamentalist religion, 
diminishing resources, and ballooning debt under the 
GOP majority. With an eye to the past and a searing 
vision of the future, Phillips confirms what too many 
Americans are still unwilling to admit about the depth 
of our misgovernment.

The 
Fundamentals of 
Extremism: The 
Christian Right in 
America

Kimberl
y Blaker

The politics, educational policies, and social values 
perpetuated by Christian fundamentalists are exposed 
in this critical perspective on the religious right's role in 
American society. Statistics and studies of the 
movement are offered that provide insight into the 
causes and characteristics of fundamentalism and its 
effects on minority groups including women, children, 
African Americans, gays, and lesbians. Essays from a 
variety of authors consider the path to theocracy, the 
effect of the theology of inerrancy on politics, and the 
state of fundamentalism in the United States after the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Creationism on 
Trial: Evolution 
and God at Little 
Rock

Langdo
n Gilkey

Creationism on Trial is Gilkey's blow-by-blow account 
of his experiences as a witness for the ACLU at the 
1981 creationist trial in Little Rock, AR.

The Devil in 
Dover: An 
Insider's Story of 
Dogma v. Darwin 
in Small Town 
America

Lauri 
Lebo

Local newspaper reporter Lauri Lebo was handed the 
story of a lifetime when the Dover (Pennsylvania) 
School Board adopted a measure to require its ninth-
grade biology students to learn about intelligent 
design. In a case that recalled the famed 1925 Scopes 
“monkey” trial and made international headlines, 
eleven parents sued the school board. When the case 
wound up in federal court before a George W. Bush–
appointed judge, Lebo had a front-row seat. Lebo 
skillfully probes the compelling background of the 
case, introducing us to the plaintiffs, the defendants, 
the lawyers, and a parade of witnesses, along with 
Judge John E. Jones, who would eventually condemn 
the school board’s decision as one of “breathtaking 
inanity.” With the antievolution battle having moved to 
the state level—and the recent passage of state 
legislation that protects the right of schools to teach 
alternatives to evolution—the story will continue to be 
relevant for years to come.

Religion, State 
and the Burger 
Court

Leo 
Pfeffer

In Religion, State and the Burger Court, Leo Pfeffer, 
the leading authority on church/state law, presents a 
trenchant analysis of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court under Chief Justice Warren E. Burger, focusing 
on the Court's interpretation of the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments. These amendments that guarantee the 
separation of church and state and the free exercise of 
religion are fundamental to the unique character of 
democracy as it exists in the United States. However, 
the distinction between affairs of state and the 
concerns of organized religion has become blurred.

The 
Establishment 
Clause, Religion 
and the First 
Amendment

Leonard 
W. Levy

Leonard Levy's classic work examines the 
circumstances that led to the writing of the 
establishment clause of the First Amendment: 
'Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion. . . .' He argues that, contrary 
to popular belief, the framers of the Constitution 
intended to prohibit government aid to religion even on 
an impartial basis. He thus refutes the view of 
'nonpreferentialists,' who interpret the clause as 
allowing such aid provided that the assistance is not 
restricted to a preferred church. For this new edition, 
Levy has added to his original arguments and 
incorporated much new material, including an analysis 
of Jefferson's ideas on the relationship between church 
and state and a discussion of the establishment clause 
cases brought before the Supreme Court since the 
book was originally published in 1986.

God vs The 
Gavel: Religion 
and the Rule of 
Law

Marci 
Hamilto
n

God vs. the Gavel challenges the pervasive 
assumption that all religious conduct deserves 
constitutional protection. While religious conduct 
provides many benefits to society, it is not always 
benign. The thesis of the book is that anyone who 
harms another person should be governed by the laws 
that govern everyone else - and truth be told, religion is 
capable of great harm.

The Search for 
Christian America

Mark 
Noll., 
Nathan 
O. 
Hatch 
and 
George 
M. 
Marsde
n

The Search for Christian America" explores key 
questions raised by the movement asserting the 
Christian heritage of the U.S. and calling for its 
recovery. Through careful historical and contemporary 
analysis, the authors address such issues as: how 
much Christian action is required to make a whole 
society Christian; Puritan New England as case study; 
Christian principles vs. baptised ideology in the 
Revolutionary period; the stumbling block of incorrect 
views of America's history for effective Christian 
involvement in critical public issues; the relationship of 
Christian convictions to political or social agendas; 
learning to think historically as a guard against 
shortsighted or simplistic approaches.

The Myth of 
Christian 
America: What 
You Need to 
Know About the 
Separation of 
Church and State

Mark 
Weldon 
Whitten

Written in an accessible, popular style, Whitten 
provides sound scholarship in defense of the 
exposition of constitutional church-state separation.

Liberty and 
Conscience

Martha 
Nussba
um

The respect for religious difference has formed the 
bedrock of our nation and made equality possible. Yet 
today we are told that “moral values”—code for a 
government shaped by religious concerns—must be 
the keystone of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.

A Wall of 
Separation? 
Debating the 
Public Role of 
Religion

Mary C. 
Segers 
& Ted 
G. Jelen

Should the wall of separation between church and 
state be permeable or inviolable? This question has 
been hotly contested since the nation's founding and 
contentious debates persist today. With a collection of 
the most significant documents and an introduction by 
Clarke E. Cochran that provides the historical context 
of the debate, prominent scholars Mary Segers and 
Ted Jelen debate the impact of organized religion on 
the democratic process, examine its influence on 
political discourse, and discuss its significance for the 
creation of public policy. The authors illuminate the 
constitutional implications of using religion to cultivate 
public morality and discuss the complexities of creating 
a civic-minded citizenry in a pluralistic society.

Religious 
Freedom and the 
Supreme Court

Melissa 
Rogers, 
and 
Steven 
K. 
Green

A completely recast, updated, version of Robert T. 
Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward Benevolent 
Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme Court, 
listed belowA completely recast, updated, version of 
Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward 
Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme 
Court, listed belowA completely recast, updated, 
version of Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, 
Toward Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the 
Supreme Court, listed below

That's Not What 
They Meant! 
Reclaiming 
America's 
Founding Fathers 
from the Right 
Wing

Michael 
Austin

 In That's Not What They Meant! Professor Michael 
Austin examines dozens of books, articles, speeches, 
and radio broadcasts by such figures as Glenn Beck, 
Mark Levin, Sean Hannity, Larry Schweikart, and 
David Barton to expose the deep historical flaws in 
their use of America's founding history. In contrast to 
their misleading method of citing proof texts to serve a 
narrow agenda, Austin allows the Founding Fathers to 
speak for themselves, situating all quotations in the 
proper historical context. What emerges is a true 
historical picture of men who often disagreed with one 
another on such crucial issues as federal power, 
judicial review, and the separation of church and state. 
As Austin shows, the real legacy of the Founding 
Fathers to us is a political process: a system of 
disagreement, debate, and compromise that has kept 
democracy vibrant in America for more than two 
hundred years. Austin's carefully researched and 
rigorously argued book is essential reading for anyone 
seeking the accurate historical background to many of 
the hot-button political debates of today.

The Religious 
Roots of the First 
Amendment: 
Dissenting 
Protestants and 
the Separation of 
Church and State

Nichola
s P. 
Miller

Traditional understandings of the genesis of the 
separation of church and state rest on assumptions 
about "Enlightenment" and the republican ethos of 
citizenship. In The Religious Roots of the First 
Amendment, Nicholas P. Miller does not seek to 
dislodge that interpretation but to augment and enrich 
it by recovering its cultural and discursive religious 
contexts--specifically the discourse of Protestant 
dissent. He argues that commitments by certain 
dissenting Protestants to the right of private judgment 
in matters of Biblical interpretation, an outgrowth of the 
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, helped 
promote religious disestablishment in the early modern 
West. Miller shows that the separation of church and 
state can be read, most persuasively, as the triumph of 
a particular strand of Protestant nonconformity-that 
which stretched back to the Puritan separatist and the 
Restoration sects, rather than to those, like 
Presbyterians, who sought to replace the "wrong" 
church establishment with their own, "right" one. 

The Creator in 
the Courtroom: 
"Scopes II": The 
1981 Arkansas 
Creation-
Evolution Trial

Norman 
Geisler

Written by a creationist, this book is an account of the 
Scopes trial from that perspective, and argues that the 
judge in the case was prejudiced agains creationism 
from the very beginning. 

Storm Center: 
The Supreme 
Court in 
American Politics

O’Brien, 
David M

A terrific introduction to the history and particularly the 
workings of the Supreme Court, although it has very 
little specifically about church and state

God on Trial: 
Dispatches from 
America's 
Religious 
Battlefields

Peter 
Irons

Over the past two decades, federal courts have 
become contentious battlefields in America's growing 
religious wars. Since 1989, five momentous court 
cases have divided communities and the nation. Peter 
Irons, a noted constitutional scholar, lawyer, and author 
of the bestselling May It Please the Court, delivers a 
compelling narrative accompanied by first-person 
accounts from both sides of the fight in these historic 
cases. 

Living the 
Secular Life

Phil 
Zucker
man

Drawing on innovative sociological research, Living the 
Secular Life illuminates this demographic shift with the 
moral convictions that govern secular individuals, 
offering crucial information for the religious and 
nonreligious alike. Living the Secular Life reveals that, 
despite opinions to the contrary, nonreligious 
Americans possess a unique moral code that allows 
them to effectively navigate the complexities of modern 
life. Spiritual self-reliance, clear-eyed pragmatism, and 
an abiding faith in the Golden Rule to adjudicate moral 
decisions: these common principles are shared across 
secular society. Living the Secular Life demonstrates 
these principles in action and points to their usage 
throughout daily life.

Thy Kingdom 
Come: How the 
Religious Right 
Distorts Faith and 
Threatens 
America

Randall 
Balmer

For much of American history, evangelicalism was 
aligned with progressive political causes-the abolition 
of slavery, universal suffrage, and public education. 
But contemporary conservative activists have 
defaulted on this majestic legacy, embracing instead 
an agenda virtually indistinguishable from the 
Republican Party platform. How has evangelical 
Christianity become so entrenched in partisan politics? 
Randall Balmer, an evangelical Christian and a 
historian of American religion, deftly combines 
ethnographic research, theological reflections, and 
historical context to examine the nature of the 
Religious Right today-and offers a rallying cry for 
liberal Christians to reclaim the noble traditions of their 
faith.

First Freedom: 
The Fight for 
Religious Liberty

Randall 
Balmer, 
Lee 
Grogerg 
& Mark 
Mabry

In the sweltering summer of 1789, James Madison 
penned sixteen words in spare prose that became the 
First Amendment to the United States Constitution. 
Herein the founding fathers of a young government 
pledged separation of church and state, thus 
guaranteeing religious freedom for its citizens and 
establishing a free marketplace for religion in the 
United States. Utterly unprecedented in Western 
history, this construction of a government without the 
interlocking authority of religion set a new course for 
faith and politics and has produced a vibrant religious 
culture unmatched anywhere in the world. First 
Freedom details the progression of religious liberty 
from pilgrims and Puritans to the creation of the Bill of 
Rights and how it shaped a new nation. 

Close Encounters 
with the Religious 
Right: Journeys 
into the Twilight 
Zone of Religion 
and Politics

Rob 
Boston

What does Pat Robertson's Christian Coalition really 
want? What secret agenda lies behind radio counselor 
James Dobson's Focus on the Family? Who are the 
Promise Keepers and what are their ultimate goals? 
Why do so many leaders of the religious right engage 
in gay bashing? What would these groups do to our 
public school system, or to our government, if they 
were in power? Close Encounters with the Religious 
Right takes you behind the scenes to answer these 
questions and gives the reader a rare glimpse of a 
world the average American may not even realize 
exists.

James Madison 
on Religious 
Liberty

Robert 
Alley

This long-overdue volume is the only one of its kind 
containing all of Madison's religious writings, as well as 
new contributions by leading scholars. Madison's 
writings assume even more importance to thoughtful 
Americans as the Supreme Court continues to decide 
issues of school prayer, and as the Moral Majority tries 
to desecularize American public and private life. 
Imagine an America without the Bill of Rights, without 
the Constitution. This image of our nation, existing 
without these two foundations of freedom, justice, and 
inquiry, assaults the imagination, for these two 
documents are the fuel that runs the republic. What is 
even more remarkable is that their primary author was 
one man - James Madison.

The Most 
Dangerous Man 
in America? 

Robert 
Boston

Televangelist Pat Robertson has built one of the most 
powerful religious-political movements in American 
history. His Christian Coalition - with its '700 Club' 
broadcasting fundamentalism tinged with right-wing 
politics to an audience of millions, its American Center 
for Law and Justice legal action group attempting to 
impose far-right Christian ideas via the courts, and the 
growing number of graduates from its Regents 
University - wields a mighty sword within the 
Republican party in at least 25 states while GOP 
national leaders and presidential hopefuls court its 
favour. Despite his power, many Americans are not 
aware of Robertson's extreme political views or his 
goals for the United States. This book examines the 
role Robertson plays in contemporary politics and his 
efforts to influence American society through his 
various political organisations, businesses, and 
broadcast empire.

Why the 
Religious Right is 
Wrong about 
Separation of 
Church and State

Robert 
Boston

Award-winning journalist Robert Boston lambastes the 
zealots of the Religious Right for spreading 
misinformation about the constitutional principle of the 
separation of church and state. Boston reveals how a 
band of ultraconservative religious groups with a 
political agenda - led primarily by televangelist Pat 
Robertson - is conducting a systematic war aginst the 
separation of church and state. The tactics of these 
groups are designed to exploit unfounded fears and 
turn the American people against the separationist 
principle. To expose the Religious Right's blatant 
distortions of U.S. history and correct its skewed 
analysis of legal rulings, Boston objectively reviews the 
evolution of church/state relations in the United States 
and looks at how the separation principle has been 
applied by the courts. He also examines efforts by 
sectarian groups to win government support for their 
schools, the school prayer issue, the history of the free 
exercise of religion, and the controversial role of 
religion in the public square.

Queering 
Christianity: 
Finding a Place 
at the Table for 
LGBTQI 
Christians

Robert 
E. 
Shore-
Goss et. 
Al.

Through essays by noted lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer or questioning, and intersex 
(LGBTQI) religion scholars, this important compilation 
summarizes the history and current status of LGBTQI 
theology, exploring its relationship to the policies, 
practices, and theology of traditional Christianity. 
Contributors contrast the "radically inclusive" thinking 
of LGBTQI theology with the "exclusivity" practiced by 
many Christian churches, explaining the reasoning of 
each and clarifying contentious issues. At the same 
time, the book highlights ways in which "queer" 
theology and practice benefit Christian congregations. 
Writing from the perspective of grassroots Christian 
LGBTQI movements, many of the contributors draw 
upon their own experiences. Equally important, the 
work creates the basis for dialogue between traditional 
churches and followers of LGBTQI theology, offering 
practical suggestions for Christian congregations that 
wish to put aside exclusionary policies and practices.

Toward 
Benevolent 
Neutrality: 
Church, State, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Robert 
Miller. 
and 
Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

Presents the text of virtually every significant Supreme 
Court decision concerning religious freedom and 
separation of church and state. Also included are 
essays interpreting the historical background and legal 
issues involved in each case, beginning with the 
principal events leading to the adoption of the First 
Amendment.

Without a Prayer: 
Religious 
Expression in 
Public Schools

Robert 
S. Alley

This is the first thorough examination of school prayer 
to bring together the experiences of parents and 
children involved in contesting public school 
sanctioned prayer and Bible reading. Alley explores the 
way in which terms like "nonpreferentialism," 
"toleration" and "accommodation" are being used to 
hide violations of the First Amendment. Personal 
interviews were conducted with those involved in 
seven prominent cases. Each story challenges 
communities that impose the mores and cultural 
patterns of religion on their public schools. The result, 
in most instances, has been angry protests as well as 
threats against parents and children, and/or property 
damage.

Red State 
Religion: Faith 
and Politics in 
America's 
Heartland

Robert 
Wuthno
w

In Red State Religion, Robert Wuthnow tells the story 
of religiously motivated political activism in Kansas 
from territorial days to the present. He examines how 
faith mixed with politics as both ordinary Kansans and 
leaders such as John Brown, Carrie Nation, William 
Allen White, and Dwight Eisenhower struggled over the 
pivotal issues of their times, from slavery and 
Prohibition to populism and anti-communism. Beyond 
providing surprising new explanations of why Kansas 
became a conservative stronghold, the book sheds 
new light on the role of religion in red states across the 
Midwest and the United States. Contrary to recent 
influential accounts, Wuthnow argues that Kansas 
conservatism is largely pragmatic, not ideological, and 
that religion in the state has less to do with politics and 
contentious moral activism than with relationships 
between neighbors, friends, and fellow churchgoers. 

The Necessity of 
Secularism

Ronald 
A. 
Lindsey

For the first time in human history, a significant 
percentage of the world’s population no longer 
believes in God. This is especially true in developed 
nations, where in some societies nonbelievers now 
outnumber believers. Unless religion collapses 
completely, or undergoes a remarkable resurgence, 
countries across the globe must learn to carefully and 
effectively manage this societal mix of religious and 
irreligious. For in a world already deeply riven by 
sectarian conflict, this unprecedented demographic 
shift presents yet another challenge to humanity. 
Writing in an engaging, accessible style, philosopher 
and lawyer Ronald A. Lindsay develops a tightly 
crafted argument for secularism—specifically, that in a 
religiously pluralistic society, a robust, thoroughgoing 
secularism is the only reliable means of preserving 
meaningful democracy and rights of conscience.

To Defend the 
Constitution: 
Religion, 
Conscientious 
Objection, 
Naturalization, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

The story of people who were denied citizenship 
because they were conscientious objectors to war and 
how they fought their battles in the Supreme Court.

That Godless 
Court? Supreme 
Court Decisions 
on Church-State 
Relationships

Ronald 
Flowers

The "religious clause" of the First Amendment, 
seemingly simple and clear, has been and continues to 
be controversial in its application. In this book, Flowers 
explains the Court's thinking, clarifying for readers the 
decisions that have been built on or that have altered 
previous positions.

The Majesty of 
the Law: 
Reflections of a 
Supreme Court 
Justice

Sandra 
Day 
O'Conn
or

Not about church and state, but a readable introduction 
to the Supreme Court, its procedures and some of the 
issues it faces. 

God's Profits: 
Faith, Fraud and 
the Republican 
Crusade for 
Values Voters

Sarah 
Posner

Keenly observed and meticulously reported, "God's 
Profits" examines the unholy alliance between a new 
breed of corrupt televangelists and the Republican 
Party, which is eagerly courting "values voters" in the 
nation's largest megachurches. Author Sarah Posner 
exposes the activities of Kenneth Copeland, John 
Hagee, Rod Parsley, T.D. Jakes, and other politically 
connected, skillfully marketed, and increasingly 
influential religious leaders. Preaching the "prosperity 
gospel"???the notion that faith and tithing alone can 
ensure financial security???both in their churches and 
over the airwaves, these charismatic leaders scam the 
gullible even as they enjoy unprecedented access to 
top Bush Administration officials. 

Sexual 
Orientation and 
Human Rights in 
American 
Religious 
Discourse

Saul M. 
Olyan & 
Martha 
C. 
Nussba
um

Sexual orientation is a topic of intense debate within 
America's religious traditions. These discussions have 
had a significant impact on the formation of public 
policy, as speakers who locate themselves squarely 
within religious traditions have articulated positions on 
both sides in recent arguments concerning gays in the 
military, civil rights protections for gays and lesbians, 
gay marriage, parenting and foster parenting, and 
benefits for partners of gay and lesbian employees of 
major corporations and institutions. This volume, which 
stems from a 1995 conference at Brown University, 
aims to promote both academic and public 
understanding of the different positions that exist on 
sexual orientation and its public policy dimensions 
within four major American religious traditions. Writers 
from within the Jewish community, the Roman Catholic 
church, Mainline Protestant churches, and African-
American churches explore the history and tradition of 
their communities on same-sex orientation, discuss the 
moral stance they advocate, and consider the legal 
and public policy implications of that stance. For each 
of these traditions, two opposing views are 
represented, and a respondent frames the issue in a 
larger context. The book concludes with essays by 
Michael McConnell and Andrew Koppelman exploring 
how our society might find a modus vivendi in a state 
position of neutrality on the moral status of 
homosexuality.

Attack of the 
Theocrats! How 
the Religious 
Right Harms Us 
All- And What We 
Can Do About It

Sean 
Fairclot
h

At no time in American history has the United States 
had such a high percentage of theocratic members of 
Congress--those who expressly endorse religious bias 
in law. Just as ominously, at no other time have 
religious fundamentalists effectively had veto power 
over one of the country's two major political parties. As 
Sean Faircloth argues, this has led to the crumbling of 
the country's most cherished founding principle--the 
wall separating church and state--and presages even 
more crumbling.

Ellery's Protest: 
How One Young 
Man Defied 
Tradition and 
Sparked the 
Battle Over 
School Prayer

Stephen 
D. 
Solomo
n

Tells the fascinating personal and legal drama of the 
Schempp case: the family’s struggle against the ugly 
reactions of neighbors, and the impassioned courtroom 
clashes as brilliant lawyers on both sides argued about 
the meaning of religious freedom. But Schempp was 
not the only case challenging religious exercises in the 
schools at the time, and Ellery’s Protest describes the 
race to the Supreme Court among the attorneys for 
four such cases. Solomon also explores the political, 
cultural, and religious roots of the controversy. 

The Bible, The 
School and the 
Constitution: The 
Clash that 
Shaped Modern 
Church-State 
Doctrine

Steven 
K. 
Green

Draws attention to an often overlooked nineteenth 
century that remains relevant to today's church-state 
debate
Offers historical as well as legal perspectives on a 
crucial episode in American history
Extensively documented from primary sources

Freethinkers: A 
History of 
American 
Secularism

Susan 
Jacoby

At a time when the separation of church and state is 
under attack as never before, Freethinkers offers a 
powerful defense of the secularist heritage that gave 
Americans the first government in the world founded 
not on the authority of religion but on the bedrock of 
human reason. In impassioned, elegant prose, 
celebrated author Susan Jacoby traces more than two 
hundred years of secularist activism, beginning with 
the fierce debate over the omission of God from the 
Constitution. Moving from nineteenth-century 
abolitionism and suffragism through the twentieth 
century's civil liberties, civil rights, and feminist 
movements, Freethinkersilluminates the neglected 
achievements of secularists who, allied with tolerant 
believers, have led the battle for reform in the past and 
today.

The Age of 
American 
Unreason

Susan 
Jacoby

A cultural history of the last forty years, The Age of 
American Unreason focuses on the convergence of 
social forces-usually treated as separate entities-that 
has created a perfect storm of anti-rationalism. These 
include the upsurge of religious fundamentalism, with 
more political power today than ever before; the failure 
of public education to create an informed citizenry; and 
the triumph of video over print culture. Sparing neither 
the right nor the left, Jacoby asserts that Americans 
today have embraced a universe of “junk thought” that 
makes almost no effort to separate fact from opinion.

The First 
Freedoms: 
Church and State 
in America to the 
Passage of the 
First Amendment

Thomas 
Curry

Is government forbidden to assist all religions equally, 
as the Supreme Court has held? Or does the First 
Amendment merely ban exclusive aid to one religion, 
as critics of the Court assert? The First Freedoms 
studies the church-state context of colonial and 
revolutionary America to present a bold new reading of 
the historical meaning of the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment. Synthesizing and interpreting a 
wealth of evidence from the founding of Virginia to the 
passage of the Bill of Rights, including everything 
published in America before 1791, Thomas Curry 
traces America's developing ideas on religious liberty 
and offers the most extensive investigation ever of the 
historical origins and background of the First 
Amendment's religion clauses.

The Age of 
Reason

Thomas 
Paine

Of all the tyrannies that affect mankind, tyranny in 
religion is the worst," declared Thomas Paine, adding, 
"every other species of tyranny is limited to the world 
we live in; but this attempts to stride beyond the grave, 
and seeks to pursue us into eternity." Paine's years of 
study and reflection on the role of religion in society 
culminated with his final work, The Age of Reason. 
This coolly reasoned polemic influenced religious 
thinking throughout the world at the dawn of the 
nineteenth century, and its resonance remains 
undiminished by time.
The selfsame humanist and egalitarian views that 
made Paine a popular figure of the American 
Revolution brought him into frequent conflict with 
political authorities. Parts of The Age of Reason were 
written in a French jail, where Paine was confined for 
his opposition to the execution of Louis XVI. An atack 
on revealed religion from the deist point of view — 
embodied by Paine's credo, "I believe in one God, and 
no more" — this work undertakes a hitherto unheard-of 
approach to Bible study. Its critical and objective 
examination of Old and New Testatments cites 
nemerous contradictions as evidence against literal 
interpretations of the text. Well articulated and 
eminently readable, The Age of Reason is a classic of 
free thought.

Founding Faith: 
Providence, 
Politics, and the 
Birth of Religious 
Freedom in 
America

Waldma
n, 
Steven

Waldman lays out the debate between the 
accommodationists and separationists and then details 
the activities and beliefs of the Founding Fathers to 
see who of the contemporary disputants is right. He 
comes down in favor of the separationists, but he is fair 
to each side and helps the student understand the 
nature of the debate and where it comes from. 

The First Liberty, 
Religion and the 
American 
Republic

William 
Lee 
Miller

Though many claim the United States to be a 
"Christian Nation," Miller provides a fascinatingly vivid 
account of the philosophical skirmishes and political 
machinations that led to the "wall of separation" 
between church and state. That famous phrase is 
Jefferson's, though it does not appear in the 
Declaration of Independence nor in the Constitution. 
But Miller follows this seminal idea from three great 
standard-bearers of religious liberty: Jefferson, 
Madison, and Roger Williams. Jefferson, who wrote 
the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, the 
precursor of the First Amendment of the Constitution; 
James Madison, who was politically responsible for 
Virginia's acceptance of religious liberty and who, a 
few years later, helped draft the Bill of Rights; and the 
even earlier figure, the radical dissenter Roger 
Williams, who propounded the idea of religious 
freedom not as a rational secularist but out of a deeply 
held spiritual faith. 

Church and State 
in American 
History, 3rd 
Edition

Wilson, 
John F. 
and 
Donald 
L. 
Drakem
an

Presents chronologically-organized chapters that 
include selections from documents like colonial 
charters, opinions of the Supreme Court and salient 
legislation, along with contemporary commentary, and 
incisive interpretations of the issues by modern 
scholars. Figures as divergent as John Winthrop, John 
F. Kennedy, and Sandra Day O’Connor speak from 
these pages as directly as Paul Blanshard, Leon 
Higginbotham, John Courtney Murray, and Robert 
Bellah. Church and State in American History 
addresses the difficult relationships among the political 
and religious structures of our society and the 
emergence of an American solution to the church-state 
problem.



Title Author Description
Visions of 
Reality- What 
Fundamentalist 
Schools Teach

Albert J. 
Menend
ez

Although a majority of Americans have repeatedly 
shown in referendum elections and opinion polls that 
they oppose tax support for nonpublic schools, 
fundamentalist leaders and their political lobbies are 
putting increasing pressure on Congress and state 
legislatures to compel taxpayers to support sectarian 
private schools through "vouchers" or "tuition tax 
credits," under the deceptive banner of "school 
choice." Albert J. Menendez has carefully examined 
the most widely used history, English, and science 
textbooks in fundamentalist private schools. He 
documents the fact that these schools promote 
prejudice against people of other faiths, distort history, 
derogate our literary heritage, cast science in a bad 
light, and otherwise indoctrinate children with "visions 
of reality" that are incompatible with public tax support.

Religion and the 
Public Schools

Anne 
Marie 
Lofaso

Religion in the Public Schools: A Road Map for 
Avoiding Lawsuits and Respecting Parents’ Legal 
Rights is designed to help. This handy 129-page book, 
written by Associate Professor of Law Anne Marie 
Lofaso of West Virginia University, examines what the 
courts have said about many religion-in-school 
controversies and provides clear, concise answers to 
common questions. Fully referenced and 
footnoted, Religion in the Public Schools is the perfect 
guide for anyone seeking to better navigate the 
intersection between religion and public education.

Why We Still 
Need Public 
Schools

Art Must 
Jr.

Two cornerstones of American democracy - separation 
of church and state, and public schools - are under 
increasing attack. As this collection of essays, written 
by some of America's leading educators, political 
figures, and advocates of religious liberty shows, 
universal public education and the separation of 
church and state are related. The eminent contributors 
to this book argue that we need to defend both 
institutions against increasing onslaughts by the 
Religious Right and other self-proclaimed arbiters of 
societal behavior, who seek to dictate public policy and 
who are labeling the public schools themselves as 
"immoral" institutions. At issue here is not whether 
public schools need to be improved. It is assumed that 
improvement is necessary.

Piety & Politics: 
The Right Wing 
Assault on 
Religious 
Freedom

Barry 
Lynn

In the wake of the 2004 presidential election, the 
Religious Right insisted that George Bush had been 
handed a mandate for an ideology-based social 
agenda, including the passage of a “marriage 
amendment” to ban same-sex unions, diversion of tax 
money to religious groups through “faith-based 
initiatives,” the teaching of creationism in public 
schools, and restrictions on abortion. Led by an 
aggressive band of television preachers and extremist 
radio personalities, the Religious Right set its sights on 
demolishing the wall of separation between church and 
state. The Reverend Barry Lynn is a devout Christian, 
but he argues that politicians need to stop looking to 
the Bible to justify their actions and should consult 
another source instead: the U.S. Constitution. 

First Freedom 
First: A Citizen's 
Guide to 
Protecting 
Religious Liberty 
and Separation of 
Church and State

Barry 
Lynn & 
C. 
Welton 
Gaddy

The United States is the most religiously diverse nation 
in the world, due in large part to the clauses of the First 
Amendment that guarantee freedom for and from 
religion. But as we debate displaying Christmas trees 
at city hall and the Ten Commandments in the 
courthouse, we must ask: in what other ways is our 
religious liberty being compromised. In First Freedom 
First, with clear language and recognizable examples, 
two of the most trusted voices on church-state 
separation address head-on the many areas where 
religion and politics overlap, with consequences for all 
Americans.

The Right to 
Religious Liberty: 
The Basic ACLU 
Guide to 
Religious Rights

Barry 
Lynn, 
Marc D. 
Stern, 
and 
Oliver 
S. 
Thomas

This revised and updated edition of The Right to 
Religious Liberty sets forth an individual’s religious 
rights under present law, offering suggestions as to 
how they can be preserved and protected. (A bit 
dated-1995- but otherwise a good resource)

  Journal of 
Church and State

Baylor 
Universi
ty

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Pray the Gay 
Away: The 
Extraordinary 
Lives of Bible 
Belt Gays

Bernade
tte 
Barton

While some areas of the Unites States have made 
tremendous progress in securing rights for gay people, 
Bible Belt states lag behind. In Pray the Gay Away, 
Bernadette Barton argues that conventions of small 
town life, rules which govern Southern manners, and 
the power wielded by Christian institutions serve as a 
foundation for both passive and active homophobia in 
the Bible Belt. She explores how conservative 
Christian ideology reproduces homophobic attitudes 
and shares how Bible Belt gays negotiate these 
attitudes in their daily lives. Drawing on the remarkable 
stories of Bible Belt gays, Barton brings to the fore 
their thoughts, experiences and hard-won insights to 
explore the front lines of our national culture war over 
marriage, family, hate crimes, and equal rights. 

To Serve God 
and Wal-Mart: 
The Making of 
Christian Free 
Enterprise

Bethany 
Ellen 
Moreton

In the decades after World War II, evangelical 
Christianity nourished America’s devotion to free 
markets, free trade, and free enterprise. The history of 
Wal-Mart uncovers a complex network that united Sun 
Belt entrepreneurs, evangelical employees, Christian 
business students, overseas missionaries, and free-
market activists. Through the stories of people linked 
by the world’s largest corporation, Bethany Moreton 
shows how a Christian service ethos powered 
capitalism at home and abroad.

Moral Minority: 
Our Skeptical 
Founding Fathers

Brooke 
Allen

In her lively refutation of modern claims about 
America's religious origins, Brooke Allen looks back at 
the late eighteenth century and shows decisively that 
the United States was founded not on Christian 
principles at all but on Enlightenment ideas. Moral 
Minority presents a powerful case that the unique legal 
framework the Founding Fathers created was 
designed according to the humanist ideals of 
Enlightenment thinkers: God entered the picture only 
as a very minor player, and Jesus Christ was 
conspicuous by his absence. The guiding spirit of the 
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. 
Constitution, Ms. Allen explains, was not Jesus Christ 
but John Locke. In direct and accessible prose, she 
provides fascinating chapters on the religious lives of 
the six men she considers the key Founding Fathers: 
Franklin, Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, and Hamilton. Far from being the 
conventional pious Christians we too often imagine, 
these men were skeptical intellectuals, in some cases 
not even Christians at all.

The Battle over 
School Prayer: 
How Engel v. 
Vitale Changed 
America

Bruce J. 
Dierenfi
eld

Bruce Dierenfield has written a concise and readable 
guide to the first and still most important case that 
addressed the constitutionality of prayer in public 
schools. The 22-word recitation in a Long Island school 
that was challenged in Engel v. Vitale was hardly 
denominational not even overtly Christian but a handful 
of parents saw it as a violation of the First 
Amendment's proscription again the establishment of 
religion. The case forced the Supreme Court to take a 
stand on Jefferson's "wall of separation" between 
church and state. When it did so, the Court declared 
that by endorsing the prayer recitation no matter how 
brief, non-denominational, or voluntary the Long Island 
school board had unconstitutionally approved the 
establishment of religion in school. Writing with 
impeccable fairness and sensitivity, Dierenfield sets his 
account of the Engel decision in the larger historical 
and political context, citing battles over a wide range of 
religious activities in public schools throughout 
American history. Through interviews with many of the 
participants, he also reveals the large price paid by the 
plaintiffs and their children, who were frequently 
harassed both during and after the trial. 

Religious 
Fundamentalisms 
and the Human 
Rights of Women

C. 
Howlan
d

Dialogue on the conflict between religious 
fundamentalism and women's rights is often stymied 
by an 'all or nothing' approach: fundamentalists claim 
of absolute religious freedom, while some feminists 
dismiss religion entirely as being so imbued with 
patriarchy as to be eternally opposed to women's 
rights. This ignores, though, the experiences of 
religious women who suffer under fundamentalism and 
fight to resist it, perceiving themselves to be at once 
religious and feminist. In Religious Fundamentalisms 
and the Human Rights of Women , Howland provides a 
forum for these different scholars, both religious and 
nonreligious, to meet and seek common ground in their 
fight against fundamentalism. Through an examination 
of international human rights, national law, grass roots 
activism, and theology, this volume explores the acute 
problems that contemporary fundamentalist 
movements pose for women's equality and liberty 
rights.

Liars for Jesus: 
The Religious 
Right's Alternate 
Version of 
American History

Chris 
Rodda

Liars for Jesus debunks many of the historical lies 
invented and used by the Christian nationalist history 
revisionists in their efforts to further their far right 
political agenda and destroy the wall of separation 
between church and state in America. Liars for Jesus 
is not a book about religion. It is a history book, 
presenting and fully documenting the true stories and 
historical facts that are distorted in the "Christian 
nation" pseudo-history promoted by the religious right.

Wrapped in the 
Flag

Claire 
Conner

Claire Conner’s award-winning memoir, Wrapped in 
the Flag (Beacon Press 2013, 2014) weaves her  
intimate personal stories with the history of the 1960s, 
70s, and 80s. She chronicles her parents’ obsession 
with radical right-wing politics embodied in the John 
Birch Society, the most powerful  anti-Communist, anti-
government, populist movement of the 20th century

Nonbeliever 
Nation: The Rise 
of Secular 
Americans

David 
Niose

Today, one in five Americans are nonbelievers―a 
rapidly growing group at a time when traditional 
Christian churches are dwindling in numbers. Still we 
see almost none of them openly serving in elected 
office, while many others continue to loudly proclaim 
the falsehood of America as a Christian nation. David 
Niose calls for nonreligious Americans from all 
backgrounds to step out of the shadows and signal 
their opposition to the long-dominant Religious Right. 
Exploring all the hot-button issues that divide the 
country―from gay marriage to education policy to 
contentious church-state battles―he shows how 
Secular Americans―a group comprised not just of 
atheists and agnostics, but lapsed Catholics, secular 
Jews, and millions of others who have walked away 
from organized religion―are mobilizing and forming 
groups all over the country (even atheist clubs in Bible-
belt high schools) to challenge the exaltation of religion 
in American politics and public life. 

Original Intent: 
Chief Justice 
Rehnquist and 
the Course of 
American 
Church/State 
Relations

Derek 
Davis

Contemporary debate in the area of church/state 
relations centers around the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment: "Congress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of religion [the 
Establishment Clause] or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof [the Free Exercise Clause]." Original Intent is a 
readable and objective summary of the views of Chief 
Justice Rehnquist and an enlightening treatise on the 
future of church/state relations in America.

Roger Williams: 
Prophet of Liberty

Edwin 
C. 
Gaustad

Roger Williams chronicles the life of one of the most 
remarkable forefathers in American history. A true 
revolutionary, this devout Puritan championed Native 
American rights; wrote treatises on equal rights, flag 
desecration, and the separation of church and state; 
established the first American settlement based on 
total religious toleration--and he lived more than a 
century before independence, when America was still a 
vast wilderness! Williams went on to adopt adult 
baptism and founded the first Baptist church in 
America. He became president of Rhode Island colony 
in 1654, served as captain in the defense of 
Providence during King Philip's War, and continued to 
write and preach passionately for religious tolerance 
and Native American rights until his death in 1683.

Proclaim Liberty 
Throughout the 
Land: A History of 
Church and State 
in America

Edwin 
Gaustad

In this volume, one of the most distinguished scholars 
of American religious history traces the complicated 
relationship of church and state from the early colonial 
period, through the unique American experiment in 
religious liberty after the Revolution, to the ongoing 
debate over religious issues in our schools and 
communities. Edwin Gaustad relates entertaining and 
edifying accounts of headline-grabbing court trials 
involving polygamy, witchcraft, and church taxation. He 
quotes moving passages from the speeches and 
writings of American Presidents and Supreme Court 
justices to prove that, to paraphrase Michelangelo, 
"religious liberty is made up of a series of trifles, but 
religious liberty is no trifle."

Faith of the 
Founders: 
Religion and the 
New Nation, 
1776-1826

Edwin 
S. 
Gaustad

Edwin Gaustad provides a careful consideration of the 
developing relationship between religion and the state 
after the American Revolution. With concise focus on 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, 
George Washington, and John Adams, Gaustad 
identifies seven varying―sometimes 
contrary―perspectives on religion that guided the 
nation's founders. Faith of the Founders shows how 
these figures possessed an intuitive understanding of 
religion that helped nourish a young country. This brief 
but insightful book offers a look into the founding 
fathers' genius―and points to a way forward through 
the ideological boundaries that threaten to upend the 
daily doings of American government today.

With God on 
Their Side: How 
Christian 
Fundamentalists 
Trampled 
Science, Policy 
and Democracy 
in George W. 
Bush's White 
House

Esther 
Kaplan

When asked which single issue most affected their 
vote in the last presidential election, more than one in 
five Americans said “moral values”—and 78 percent of 
these voters chose to reelect President George W. 
Bush. As Esther Kaplan shows in her richly detailed 
investigation, it’s no wonder the Christian right voted 
for Bush in droves—their loyal support in 2000 
produced fantastic results. While organizations that 
offer abortion counseling and services or help to 
prevent HIV see their funds cut, church groups receive 
millions in federal dollars to promote sexual abstinence 
and marriage (provided, of course, it is heterosexual). 
Bush has appointed a Christian right dream team to 
the federal courts, dedicated to tearing down what one 
such judge calls “the so-called separation of church 
and state. Religious zeal even shapes Bush’s foreign 
policy, as Christian belief in the end times spurs the 
administration’s support for hard-line policies in Israel.

Evolution vs. 
Creationism

Eugenie 
C. Scott

More than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the 
debate over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.

The Separation 
of Church and 
State: Writings on 
a Fundamental 
Freedom by 
America's 
Founders

Forrest 
Church

A primer of essential writings about one of the 
cornerstones of our democracy by the original authors 
of the Constitution, edited by preeminant liberal 
theologian Forrest Church. Americans will never stop 
debating the question of church-state separation, and 
such debates invariably lead back to the nation’s 
beginnings and the founders’ intent. The Separation of 
Church and State presents a basic collection of the 
founders’ teachings on this topic. This concise primer 
gets past the rhetoric that surrounds the current 
debate, placing the founders’ vivid writings on religious 
liberty in historical perspective. Edited and with running 
commentary by Forrest Church, this important 
collection informs anyone curious about the original 
blueprint for our country and its government.

Separation of 
Church and 
State: Founding 
Principle of 
Religious Liberty

Frank 
Lambert

Frank Lambert tackles the central claims of the 
Religious Right "historians" who insist that America 
was conceived as a "Christian State," that modern-day 
"liberals" and "secularists" have distorted and/or 
ignored the place of religion in American history, and 
that the phrase "the separation of church and state" 
does not appear in any of the founding documents and 
is, therefore, a myth created by the Left. He discusses 
what separates "bad" history from "good" history, and 
concludes that the self-styled "historians" of the 
Religious Right create a "useful past" that enlists the 
nation's founders on behalf of present-day 
conservative religious and political causes. The result 
of a politicized religious history exposes the Religious 
Right "history" as fabrications and half-truths. In fact, 
one of the foundational principles of the Constitution is 
that of separation as the key to safeguarding freedom: 
separation of powers, separation of federal and state 
governments, and separation of church and state.

Religious 
Expression and 
the American 
Constitution

Frankly
n 
Haiman

In the current environment and fervor for “homeland 
security,” personal freedoms in exchange for security 
are coming under more scrutiny. Among these 
guaranteed freedoms are the protection of religious 
expression given by the U.S. Constitution and the 
constitutional prohibitions against behaviors that 
violate the separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.

Eternal Hostility: 
The Struggle 
Between 
Theocracy and 
Democracy

Frederic
k 
Clarkso
n

What is behind the violence against abortion clinics, 
attacks on gays and lesbians and the growing power of 
the religious right? Frederick Clarkson makes it clear 
that beyond the bombers and assassins who 
sometimes make news, is a growing, if not well 
understood, movement that encompasses Pat 
Robertson's Christian Coalition, the Unification Church 
of Sun Myung Moon and the Promise Keepers--the 
lead agency of the so-called Christian men's 
movement. Clarkson exposes the wild card of the 
"theology of vigilantism" which urges the enforcement 
of "God's law" and argues for fundamentalist revolution 
against constitutional democracy. 

Setting the 
Record Straight: 
Response to 
Misconceptions 
About Public 
Education in the 
US

Gerald 
Bracey

Gerald Bracey knows there are three kinds of lies in 
education policy: lies, damned lies, and the statistics 
that reactionary reformers tout as evidence in favor of 
dismantling our public schools. In this second and 
substantially updated edition of the hard-hitting Setting 
the Record Straight, Bracey goes toe-to-toe with the 
opponents of quality public education. You'll learn how 
to discredit them in your own discussions by using the 
very logic and statistical analyses they purport to have 
on their side. In this series of smart, forceful analyses, 
Bracey homes in on specific topics like vouchers, 
school funding, and comparisons to international test 
scores, themes around which agitators have created a 
host of mythological American school failures from the 
flimsiest of evidence. Each essay begins with a 
question you might commonly hear in conversation 
about these alleged shortcomings, to which Bracey 
provides a brief, sound- byte-ready rebuttal. Then he 
follows it up with a full-length explanation, replete with 
statistical data and talking points that fully support his 
assertions-and silence those who would undermine 
education with disinformation.

Not in Our 
Classrooms

Glenn 
Branch 
& 
Eugenie 
C. Scott

Where did the concept of intelligent design originate? 
How does it connect with, and conflict with, various 
religious beliefs? Should we teach the controversy 
itself in our science classrooms? In clear and lively 
essays, a team of experts answers these questions 
and many more, describing the history of the intelligent 
design movement and the lack of scientific support for 
its claims. Most importantly, the contributors—
authorities on the scientific, legal, educational, and 
theological problems of intelligent design-speak 
specifically to teachers and parents about the need to 
defend the integrity of science education by keeping 
intelligent design out of science curriculums. 

Lowering the 
Wall: Religion 
and the Supreme 
Court in the 
1980s

Gregg 
Ivers

Convinced that church-state law under the Supreme 
Court during the 1980s took "a giant-and unwelcome 
step--backward," Gregg Ivers's book explores the 
changing relationship between religion and the state. 
Those looking for a neutral account of this relationship 
should look elsewhere. This book, commissioned by 
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, is a liberal's 
response to use of the courts by "[r]eligious 
conservatives, encouraged by the election of Ronald 
Reagan," to create a "broad wave of conservative 
religious populism" in pursuit of school prayer, financial 
assistance for parochial institutions and equal access 
to public school facilities for student religious clubs.

The Oxford 
Companion to the 
Supreme Court of 
the United States

Hall, 
Kermit L

Not about church and state, but a great resource book 
on the Court.

The Journal of 
Law and Religion

Hamline 
Universi
ty Law 
School

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Religion on Trial: 
How Supreme 
Court Trends 
Threaten 
Freedom of 
Conscience in 
America

Hammo
nd, 
Philip 
E., 
David 
W. 
Machac
ek and 
Eric 
Michael 
Mazur

A powerful indictment of the current Supreme Court, 
arguing the regressive justices are not faithful to the 
Constitution and thereby endanger religious freedom.

The Godless 
Constitution: The 
Case Against 
Religious 
Correctness

Isaac 
Krammi
k & R. 
Lawrenc
e Moore

The Godless Constitution is an urgent and timely 
reexamination of the roots of church-state separation 
in American politics - and a ringing refutation of the 
misguided claims of the religious right. In this important 
polemic two distinguished scholars of American 
political ideas and religion refute this dangerous 
attempt to introduce what they term "religious 
correctness" into our politics, by reminding us that the 
absence of any mention of God in the Constitution was 
a conscious action on the framers' part, intended to 
prevent the bloody religious controversies that so 
marked European history. They also emphasize that 
church-state separation was seen as a guarantee of - 
not a hindrance to - religions liberty. Fully respecting 
the importance of religion in the public sphere, yet 
forthright in defining proper limits, The Godless 
Constitution offers a bracing return to the first 
principles of American democracy - and a guide to 
keeping them intact in the forthcoming presidential 
campaign.

Holy Hullabaloos: 
A Road Trip to 
the Battlegrounds 
of the Church-
State Wars

J. D. 
Wexler

After ten years spent riddling over the intricacies of 
church/state law from the ivory tower, law professor 
Jay Wexler decided it was high time to hit the road to 
learn what really happened in some of the most 
controversial Supreme Court cases involving this hot-
button issue. In Holy Hullabaloos, he takes us along for 
the ride, crossing the country to meet the people and 
visit the places responsible for landmark decisions in 
recent judicial history, from a high school football field 
where fans once recited prayers before kickoff to a 
Santeria church notorious for animal sacrifice, from a 
publicly funded Muslim school to a creationist 
museum. Wexler's no-holds-barred approach to 
investigating famous church/state brouhahas is as 
funny as it is informative.

Far Right 
Fantasy: A 
Sociology of 
American 
Religion and 
Politics

James 
Aho

Far-Right Fantasy is a straight-forward, jargon-free 
study of contemporary American right-wing extremism. 
The book addresses the strengths and weaknesses of 
the standard psycho-social-cultural explanations of far-
right activism. It shows how extremists are similar 
educationally and psychologically to their more 
conventional neighbors; that they get into the 
movement in the same way that others become peace 
activists or radical environmentalists, namely, through 
their ties with fellow workers and church-goers, family 
members, and classmates; and that their views are 
given a patina of certainty by being repeatedly 
corroborated within closed, non-contaminated 
communication systems. 

Religion and the 
State: Essays in 
Honor of Leo 
Pfeffer

James 
E. Wood 
Jr.

These essays examine major themes affecting religion 
and the state in a free society and the interaction of 
religion and world order. While concern is given to the 
historical and judicial context of the Establishment and 
Free Exercise Clauses of the First Amendment, special 
attention is given to contemporary church-state 
problems in American life. In addition, the volume 
analyzes alternatives to church-state relations outside 
the United States and freedom of religion in the 
international advance of human rights.

Supreme 
Conflict: The 
Inside Story of 
the Struggle for 
Control of the 
United States 
Supreme Court

Jan 
Crawfor
d 
Greenb
urg

Drawing on unprecedented access to the Supreme 
Court justices themselves and their inner circles, 
acclaimed ABC News legal correspondent Jan 
Crawford Greenburg offers an explosive newsbreaking 
account of one of the most momentous political 
watersheds in American history. From the series of 
Republican nominations that proved deeply frustrating 
to conservatives to the decades of bruising battles that 
led to the rise of Justices Roberts and Alito, this is the 
authoritative story of the conservative effort to shift the 
direction of the high court—a revelatory look at one of 
the central fronts of America's culture wars by one of 
the most widely respected experts on the subject.

The Nine: Inside 
the Secret World 
of the Supreme 
Court

Jeffrey 
Toobin

In The Nine, acclaimed journalist Jeffrey Toobin takes 
us into the chambers of the most important—and 
secret—legal body in our country, the Supreme Court, 
revealing the complex dynamic among the nine people 
who decide the law of the land. An institution at a 
moment of transition, the Court now stands at a crucial 
point, with major changes in store on such issues as 
abortion, civil rights, and church-state relations. Based 
on exclusive interviews with the justices and with a 
keen sense of the Court’s history and the trajectory of 
its future, Jeffrey Toobin creates in The Nine a riveting 
story of one of the most important forces in American 
life today. (2008)

Roger Williams 
and the Creation 
of the American 
Soul: Church, 
State and the 
Birth of Liberty

John M. 
Barry

For four hundred years, Americans have wrestled with 
and fought over two concepts that define the nature of 
the nation: the proper relation between church and 
state and between a free individual and the state. 
These debates began with the extraordinary thought 
and struggles of Roger Williams, who had an 
unparalleled understanding of the conflict between a 
government that justified itself by "reason of state"-i.e. 
national security-and its perceived "will of God" and the 
"ancient rights and liberties" of individuals. Acclaimed 
historian John M. Barry explores the development of 
these fundamental ideas through the story of the man 
who was the first to link religious freedom to individual 
liberty, and who created in America the first 
government and society on earth informed by those 
beliefs. 

Religious Liberty 
and the Secular 
State

John M. 
Swomle
y

This book exposes the Supreme Court's erosion of the 
Establishment Clause while emphasizing the Free 
Exercise Clause. Swomley also explores civil religion, 
secular humanism, and the current counter-revolution 
against separation of church and state led by some 
religious and political conservatives who would profit 
from government aid. He also lists the benefits 
churches would realize under a secular government.

Religion and the 
American 
Constitutional 
Experiment: 
Essential Rights 
and Liberties

John 
Witte, 
Jr.

The third edition of this classic book provides a 
comprehensive, multidisciplinary overview of the 
history, theory, law, and comparative analysis of 
American religious liberty from the earliest colonial 
period through the most recent Supreme Court cases. 
The authors present balanced, accessible discussions 
of controversial issues, such as funding religious 
schools and charities and displaying religious symbols 
on government property. 

The Last 
Freedom: 
Religion from the 
Public School to 
the Public Square

Joseph 
P.Vitterit
i

The presidency of George W. Bush has polarized the 
church-state debate as never before. The Far Right 
has been emboldened to use religion to govern, while 
the Far Left has redoubled its efforts to evict religion 
from public life entirely. In The Last Freedom, Joseph 
Viteritti argues that there is a basic tension between 
religion and democracy because religion often rejects 
compromise as a matter of principle while democracy 
requires compromise to thrive. Viteritti argues that 
Americans must guard against debasing politics with 
either antireligious bigotry or religious zealotry. 
Drawing on politics, history, and law, he defines a new 
approach to the church-state question that protects the 
religious and the secular alike. Challenging much 
conventional opinion, Viteritti argues that the courts 
have failed to adequately protect religious minorities, 
that the rights of the religious are under greater threat 
than those of the secular, and that democracy exacts 
greater compromises and sacrifices from the religious 
than it does from the secular.

The Good News 
Club: The 
Christian Right's 
Stealth Assault 
on America's 
Children

Katherin
e 
Stewart

In 2009, the Good News Club came to the public 
elementary school where journalist Katherine Stewart 
sent her children. The Club, which is sponsored by the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, bills itself as an after-
school program of “Bible study.” But Stewart soon 
discovered that the Club’s real mission is to convert 
children to fundamentalist Christianity and encourage 
them to proselytize to their “unchurched” peers, all the 
while promoting the natural but false impression 
among the children that its activities are endorsed by 
the school. Astonished to discover that the U.S. 
Supreme Court has deemed this—and other forms of 
religious activity in public schools—legal, Stewart set 
off on an investigative journey to dozens of cities and 
towns across the nation to document the impact. In this 
book she demonstrates that there is more religion in 
America’s public schools today than there has been for 
the past 100 years. The movement driving this agenda 
is stealthy. It is aggressive. It has our children in its 
sights. And its ultimate aim is to destroy the system of 
public education as we know it.

American 
Theocracy: The 
Peril and Politics 
of Radical 
Religion, Oil, and 
Borrowed Money 
in the 21st 
Century

Kevin 
Phillips

Phillips takes an uncompromising view of the current 
age of global overreach, fundamentalist religion, 
diminishing resources, and ballooning debt under the 
GOP majority. With an eye to the past and a searing 
vision of the future, Phillips confirms what too many 
Americans are still unwilling to admit about the depth 
of our misgovernment.

The 
Fundamentals of 
Extremism: The 
Christian Right in 
America

Kimberl
y Blaker

The politics, educational policies, and social values 
perpetuated by Christian fundamentalists are exposed 
in this critical perspective on the religious right's role in 
American society. Statistics and studies of the 
movement are offered that provide insight into the 
causes and characteristics of fundamentalism and its 
effects on minority groups including women, children, 
African Americans, gays, and lesbians. Essays from a 
variety of authors consider the path to theocracy, the 
effect of the theology of inerrancy on politics, and the 
state of fundamentalism in the United States after the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Creationism on 
Trial: Evolution 
and God at Little 
Rock

Langdo
n Gilkey

Creationism on Trial is Gilkey's blow-by-blow account 
of his experiences as a witness for the ACLU at the 
1981 creationist trial in Little Rock, AR.

The Devil in 
Dover: An 
Insider's Story of 
Dogma v. Darwin 
in Small Town 
America

Lauri 
Lebo

Local newspaper reporter Lauri Lebo was handed the 
story of a lifetime when the Dover (Pennsylvania) 
School Board adopted a measure to require its ninth-
grade biology students to learn about intelligent 
design. In a case that recalled the famed 1925 Scopes 
“monkey” trial and made international headlines, 
eleven parents sued the school board. When the case 
wound up in federal court before a George W. Bush–
appointed judge, Lebo had a front-row seat. Lebo 
skillfully probes the compelling background of the 
case, introducing us to the plaintiffs, the defendants, 
the lawyers, and a parade of witnesses, along with 
Judge John E. Jones, who would eventually condemn 
the school board’s decision as one of “breathtaking 
inanity.” With the antievolution battle having moved to 
the state level—and the recent passage of state 
legislation that protects the right of schools to teach 
alternatives to evolution—the story will continue to be 
relevant for years to come.

Religion, State 
and the Burger 
Court

Leo 
Pfeffer

In Religion, State and the Burger Court, Leo Pfeffer, 
the leading authority on church/state law, presents a 
trenchant analysis of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court under Chief Justice Warren E. Burger, focusing 
on the Court's interpretation of the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments. These amendments that guarantee the 
separation of church and state and the free exercise of 
religion are fundamental to the unique character of 
democracy as it exists in the United States. However, 
the distinction between affairs of state and the 
concerns of organized religion has become blurred.

The 
Establishment 
Clause, Religion 
and the First 
Amendment

Leonard 
W. Levy

Leonard Levy's classic work examines the 
circumstances that led to the writing of the 
establishment clause of the First Amendment: 
'Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion. . . .' He argues that, contrary 
to popular belief, the framers of the Constitution 
intended to prohibit government aid to religion even on 
an impartial basis. He thus refutes the view of 
'nonpreferentialists,' who interpret the clause as 
allowing such aid provided that the assistance is not 
restricted to a preferred church. For this new edition, 
Levy has added to his original arguments and 
incorporated much new material, including an analysis 
of Jefferson's ideas on the relationship between church 
and state and a discussion of the establishment clause 
cases brought before the Supreme Court since the 
book was originally published in 1986.

God vs The 
Gavel: Religion 
and the Rule of 
Law

Marci 
Hamilto
n

God vs. the Gavel challenges the pervasive 
assumption that all religious conduct deserves 
constitutional protection. While religious conduct 
provides many benefits to society, it is not always 
benign. The thesis of the book is that anyone who 
harms another person should be governed by the laws 
that govern everyone else - and truth be told, religion is 
capable of great harm.

The Search for 
Christian America

Mark 
Noll., 
Nathan 
O. 
Hatch 
and 
George 
M. 
Marsde
n

The Search for Christian America" explores key 
questions raised by the movement asserting the 
Christian heritage of the U.S. and calling for its 
recovery. Through careful historical and contemporary 
analysis, the authors address such issues as: how 
much Christian action is required to make a whole 
society Christian; Puritan New England as case study; 
Christian principles vs. baptised ideology in the 
Revolutionary period; the stumbling block of incorrect 
views of America's history for effective Christian 
involvement in critical public issues; the relationship of 
Christian convictions to political or social agendas; 
learning to think historically as a guard against 
shortsighted or simplistic approaches.

The Myth of 
Christian 
America: What 
You Need to 
Know About the 
Separation of 
Church and State

Mark 
Weldon 
Whitten

Written in an accessible, popular style, Whitten 
provides sound scholarship in defense of the 
exposition of constitutional church-state separation.

Liberty and 
Conscience

Martha 
Nussba
um

The respect for religious difference has formed the 
bedrock of our nation and made equality possible. Yet 
today we are told that “moral values”—code for a 
government shaped by religious concerns—must be 
the keystone of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.

A Wall of 
Separation? 
Debating the 
Public Role of 
Religion

Mary C. 
Segers 
& Ted 
G. Jelen

Should the wall of separation between church and 
state be permeable or inviolable? This question has 
been hotly contested since the nation's founding and 
contentious debates persist today. With a collection of 
the most significant documents and an introduction by 
Clarke E. Cochran that provides the historical context 
of the debate, prominent scholars Mary Segers and 
Ted Jelen debate the impact of organized religion on 
the democratic process, examine its influence on 
political discourse, and discuss its significance for the 
creation of public policy. The authors illuminate the 
constitutional implications of using religion to cultivate 
public morality and discuss the complexities of creating 
a civic-minded citizenry in a pluralistic society.

Religious 
Freedom and the 
Supreme Court

Melissa 
Rogers, 
and 
Steven 
K. 
Green

A completely recast, updated, version of Robert T. 
Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward Benevolent 
Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme Court, 
listed belowA completely recast, updated, version of 
Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward 
Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme 
Court, listed belowA completely recast, updated, 
version of Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, 
Toward Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the 
Supreme Court, listed below

That's Not What 
They Meant! 
Reclaiming 
America's 
Founding Fathers 
from the Right 
Wing

Michael 
Austin

 In That's Not What They Meant! Professor Michael 
Austin examines dozens of books, articles, speeches, 
and radio broadcasts by such figures as Glenn Beck, 
Mark Levin, Sean Hannity, Larry Schweikart, and 
David Barton to expose the deep historical flaws in 
their use of America's founding history. In contrast to 
their misleading method of citing proof texts to serve a 
narrow agenda, Austin allows the Founding Fathers to 
speak for themselves, situating all quotations in the 
proper historical context. What emerges is a true 
historical picture of men who often disagreed with one 
another on such crucial issues as federal power, 
judicial review, and the separation of church and state. 
As Austin shows, the real legacy of the Founding 
Fathers to us is a political process: a system of 
disagreement, debate, and compromise that has kept 
democracy vibrant in America for more than two 
hundred years. Austin's carefully researched and 
rigorously argued book is essential reading for anyone 
seeking the accurate historical background to many of 
the hot-button political debates of today.

The Religious 
Roots of the First 
Amendment: 
Dissenting 
Protestants and 
the Separation of 
Church and State

Nichola
s P. 
Miller

Traditional understandings of the genesis of the 
separation of church and state rest on assumptions 
about "Enlightenment" and the republican ethos of 
citizenship. In The Religious Roots of the First 
Amendment, Nicholas P. Miller does not seek to 
dislodge that interpretation but to augment and enrich 
it by recovering its cultural and discursive religious 
contexts--specifically the discourse of Protestant 
dissent. He argues that commitments by certain 
dissenting Protestants to the right of private judgment 
in matters of Biblical interpretation, an outgrowth of the 
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, helped 
promote religious disestablishment in the early modern 
West. Miller shows that the separation of church and 
state can be read, most persuasively, as the triumph of 
a particular strand of Protestant nonconformity-that 
which stretched back to the Puritan separatist and the 
Restoration sects, rather than to those, like 
Presbyterians, who sought to replace the "wrong" 
church establishment with their own, "right" one. 

The Creator in 
the Courtroom: 
"Scopes II": The 
1981 Arkansas 
Creation-
Evolution Trial

Norman 
Geisler

Written by a creationist, this book is an account of the 
Scopes trial from that perspective, and argues that the 
judge in the case was prejudiced agains creationism 
from the very beginning. 

Storm Center: 
The Supreme 
Court in 
American Politics

O’Brien, 
David M

A terrific introduction to the history and particularly the 
workings of the Supreme Court, although it has very 
little specifically about church and state

God on Trial: 
Dispatches from 
America's 
Religious 
Battlefields

Peter 
Irons

Over the past two decades, federal courts have 
become contentious battlefields in America's growing 
religious wars. Since 1989, five momentous court 
cases have divided communities and the nation. Peter 
Irons, a noted constitutional scholar, lawyer, and author 
of the bestselling May It Please the Court, delivers a 
compelling narrative accompanied by first-person 
accounts from both sides of the fight in these historic 
cases. 

Living the 
Secular Life

Phil 
Zucker
man

Drawing on innovative sociological research, Living the 
Secular Life illuminates this demographic shift with the 
moral convictions that govern secular individuals, 
offering crucial information for the religious and 
nonreligious alike. Living the Secular Life reveals that, 
despite opinions to the contrary, nonreligious 
Americans possess a unique moral code that allows 
them to effectively navigate the complexities of modern 
life. Spiritual self-reliance, clear-eyed pragmatism, and 
an abiding faith in the Golden Rule to adjudicate moral 
decisions: these common principles are shared across 
secular society. Living the Secular Life demonstrates 
these principles in action and points to their usage 
throughout daily life.

Thy Kingdom 
Come: How the 
Religious Right 
Distorts Faith and 
Threatens 
America

Randall 
Balmer

For much of American history, evangelicalism was 
aligned with progressive political causes-the abolition 
of slavery, universal suffrage, and public education. 
But contemporary conservative activists have 
defaulted on this majestic legacy, embracing instead 
an agenda virtually indistinguishable from the 
Republican Party platform. How has evangelical 
Christianity become so entrenched in partisan politics? 
Randall Balmer, an evangelical Christian and a 
historian of American religion, deftly combines 
ethnographic research, theological reflections, and 
historical context to examine the nature of the 
Religious Right today-and offers a rallying cry for 
liberal Christians to reclaim the noble traditions of their 
faith.

First Freedom: 
The Fight for 
Religious Liberty

Randall 
Balmer, 
Lee 
Grogerg 
& Mark 
Mabry

In the sweltering summer of 1789, James Madison 
penned sixteen words in spare prose that became the 
First Amendment to the United States Constitution. 
Herein the founding fathers of a young government 
pledged separation of church and state, thus 
guaranteeing religious freedom for its citizens and 
establishing a free marketplace for religion in the 
United States. Utterly unprecedented in Western 
history, this construction of a government without the 
interlocking authority of religion set a new course for 
faith and politics and has produced a vibrant religious 
culture unmatched anywhere in the world. First 
Freedom details the progression of religious liberty 
from pilgrims and Puritans to the creation of the Bill of 
Rights and how it shaped a new nation. 

Close Encounters 
with the Religious 
Right: Journeys 
into the Twilight 
Zone of Religion 
and Politics

Rob 
Boston

What does Pat Robertson's Christian Coalition really 
want? What secret agenda lies behind radio counselor 
James Dobson's Focus on the Family? Who are the 
Promise Keepers and what are their ultimate goals? 
Why do so many leaders of the religious right engage 
in gay bashing? What would these groups do to our 
public school system, or to our government, if they 
were in power? Close Encounters with the Religious 
Right takes you behind the scenes to answer these 
questions and gives the reader a rare glimpse of a 
world the average American may not even realize 
exists.

James Madison 
on Religious 
Liberty

Robert 
Alley

This long-overdue volume is the only one of its kind 
containing all of Madison's religious writings, as well as 
new contributions by leading scholars. Madison's 
writings assume even more importance to thoughtful 
Americans as the Supreme Court continues to decide 
issues of school prayer, and as the Moral Majority tries 
to desecularize American public and private life. 
Imagine an America without the Bill of Rights, without 
the Constitution. This image of our nation, existing 
without these two foundations of freedom, justice, and 
inquiry, assaults the imagination, for these two 
documents are the fuel that runs the republic. What is 
even more remarkable is that their primary author was 
one man - James Madison.

The Most 
Dangerous Man 
in America? 

Robert 
Boston

Televangelist Pat Robertson has built one of the most 
powerful religious-political movements in American 
history. His Christian Coalition - with its '700 Club' 
broadcasting fundamentalism tinged with right-wing 
politics to an audience of millions, its American Center 
for Law and Justice legal action group attempting to 
impose far-right Christian ideas via the courts, and the 
growing number of graduates from its Regents 
University - wields a mighty sword within the 
Republican party in at least 25 states while GOP 
national leaders and presidential hopefuls court its 
favour. Despite his power, many Americans are not 
aware of Robertson's extreme political views or his 
goals for the United States. This book examines the 
role Robertson plays in contemporary politics and his 
efforts to influence American society through his 
various political organisations, businesses, and 
broadcast empire.

Why the 
Religious Right is 
Wrong about 
Separation of 
Church and State

Robert 
Boston

Award-winning journalist Robert Boston lambastes the 
zealots of the Religious Right for spreading 
misinformation about the constitutional principle of the 
separation of church and state. Boston reveals how a 
band of ultraconservative religious groups with a 
political agenda - led primarily by televangelist Pat 
Robertson - is conducting a systematic war aginst the 
separation of church and state. The tactics of these 
groups are designed to exploit unfounded fears and 
turn the American people against the separationist 
principle. To expose the Religious Right's blatant 
distortions of U.S. history and correct its skewed 
analysis of legal rulings, Boston objectively reviews the 
evolution of church/state relations in the United States 
and looks at how the separation principle has been 
applied by the courts. He also examines efforts by 
sectarian groups to win government support for their 
schools, the school prayer issue, the history of the free 
exercise of religion, and the controversial role of 
religion in the public square.

Queering 
Christianity: 
Finding a Place 
at the Table for 
LGBTQI 
Christians

Robert 
E. 
Shore-
Goss et. 
Al.

Through essays by noted lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer or questioning, and intersex 
(LGBTQI) religion scholars, this important compilation 
summarizes the history and current status of LGBTQI 
theology, exploring its relationship to the policies, 
practices, and theology of traditional Christianity. 
Contributors contrast the "radically inclusive" thinking 
of LGBTQI theology with the "exclusivity" practiced by 
many Christian churches, explaining the reasoning of 
each and clarifying contentious issues. At the same 
time, the book highlights ways in which "queer" 
theology and practice benefit Christian congregations. 
Writing from the perspective of grassroots Christian 
LGBTQI movements, many of the contributors draw 
upon their own experiences. Equally important, the 
work creates the basis for dialogue between traditional 
churches and followers of LGBTQI theology, offering 
practical suggestions for Christian congregations that 
wish to put aside exclusionary policies and practices.

Toward 
Benevolent 
Neutrality: 
Church, State, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Robert 
Miller. 
and 
Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

Presents the text of virtually every significant Supreme 
Court decision concerning religious freedom and 
separation of church and state. Also included are 
essays interpreting the historical background and legal 
issues involved in each case, beginning with the 
principal events leading to the adoption of the First 
Amendment.

Without a Prayer: 
Religious 
Expression in 
Public Schools

Robert 
S. Alley

This is the first thorough examination of school prayer 
to bring together the experiences of parents and 
children involved in contesting public school 
sanctioned prayer and Bible reading. Alley explores the 
way in which terms like "nonpreferentialism," 
"toleration" and "accommodation" are being used to 
hide violations of the First Amendment. Personal 
interviews were conducted with those involved in 
seven prominent cases. Each story challenges 
communities that impose the mores and cultural 
patterns of religion on their public schools. The result, 
in most instances, has been angry protests as well as 
threats against parents and children, and/or property 
damage.

Red State 
Religion: Faith 
and Politics in 
America's 
Heartland

Robert 
Wuthno
w

In Red State Religion, Robert Wuthnow tells the story 
of religiously motivated political activism in Kansas 
from territorial days to the present. He examines how 
faith mixed with politics as both ordinary Kansans and 
leaders such as John Brown, Carrie Nation, William 
Allen White, and Dwight Eisenhower struggled over the 
pivotal issues of their times, from slavery and 
Prohibition to populism and anti-communism. Beyond 
providing surprising new explanations of why Kansas 
became a conservative stronghold, the book sheds 
new light on the role of religion in red states across the 
Midwest and the United States. Contrary to recent 
influential accounts, Wuthnow argues that Kansas 
conservatism is largely pragmatic, not ideological, and 
that religion in the state has less to do with politics and 
contentious moral activism than with relationships 
between neighbors, friends, and fellow churchgoers. 

The Necessity of 
Secularism

Ronald 
A. 
Lindsey

For the first time in human history, a significant 
percentage of the world’s population no longer 
believes in God. This is especially true in developed 
nations, where in some societies nonbelievers now 
outnumber believers. Unless religion collapses 
completely, or undergoes a remarkable resurgence, 
countries across the globe must learn to carefully and 
effectively manage this societal mix of religious and 
irreligious. For in a world already deeply riven by 
sectarian conflict, this unprecedented demographic 
shift presents yet another challenge to humanity. 
Writing in an engaging, accessible style, philosopher 
and lawyer Ronald A. Lindsay develops a tightly 
crafted argument for secularism—specifically, that in a 
religiously pluralistic society, a robust, thoroughgoing 
secularism is the only reliable means of preserving 
meaningful democracy and rights of conscience.

To Defend the 
Constitution: 
Religion, 
Conscientious 
Objection, 
Naturalization, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

The story of people who were denied citizenship 
because they were conscientious objectors to war and 
how they fought their battles in the Supreme Court.

That Godless 
Court? Supreme 
Court Decisions 
on Church-State 
Relationships

Ronald 
Flowers

The "religious clause" of the First Amendment, 
seemingly simple and clear, has been and continues to 
be controversial in its application. In this book, Flowers 
explains the Court's thinking, clarifying for readers the 
decisions that have been built on or that have altered 
previous positions.

The Majesty of 
the Law: 
Reflections of a 
Supreme Court 
Justice

Sandra 
Day 
O'Conn
or

Not about church and state, but a readable introduction 
to the Supreme Court, its procedures and some of the 
issues it faces. 

God's Profits: 
Faith, Fraud and 
the Republican 
Crusade for 
Values Voters

Sarah 
Posner

Keenly observed and meticulously reported, "God's 
Profits" examines the unholy alliance between a new 
breed of corrupt televangelists and the Republican 
Party, which is eagerly courting "values voters" in the 
nation's largest megachurches. Author Sarah Posner 
exposes the activities of Kenneth Copeland, John 
Hagee, Rod Parsley, T.D. Jakes, and other politically 
connected, skillfully marketed, and increasingly 
influential religious leaders. Preaching the "prosperity 
gospel"???the notion that faith and tithing alone can 
ensure financial security???both in their churches and 
over the airwaves, these charismatic leaders scam the 
gullible even as they enjoy unprecedented access to 
top Bush Administration officials. 

Sexual 
Orientation and 
Human Rights in 
American 
Religious 
Discourse

Saul M. 
Olyan & 
Martha 
C. 
Nussba
um

Sexual orientation is a topic of intense debate within 
America's religious traditions. These discussions have 
had a significant impact on the formation of public 
policy, as speakers who locate themselves squarely 
within religious traditions have articulated positions on 
both sides in recent arguments concerning gays in the 
military, civil rights protections for gays and lesbians, 
gay marriage, parenting and foster parenting, and 
benefits for partners of gay and lesbian employees of 
major corporations and institutions. This volume, which 
stems from a 1995 conference at Brown University, 
aims to promote both academic and public 
understanding of the different positions that exist on 
sexual orientation and its public policy dimensions 
within four major American religious traditions. Writers 
from within the Jewish community, the Roman Catholic 
church, Mainline Protestant churches, and African-
American churches explore the history and tradition of 
their communities on same-sex orientation, discuss the 
moral stance they advocate, and consider the legal 
and public policy implications of that stance. For each 
of these traditions, two opposing views are 
represented, and a respondent frames the issue in a 
larger context. The book concludes with essays by 
Michael McConnell and Andrew Koppelman exploring 
how our society might find a modus vivendi in a state 
position of neutrality on the moral status of 
homosexuality.

Attack of the 
Theocrats! How 
the Religious 
Right Harms Us 
All- And What We 
Can Do About It

Sean 
Fairclot
h

At no time in American history has the United States 
had such a high percentage of theocratic members of 
Congress--those who expressly endorse religious bias 
in law. Just as ominously, at no other time have 
religious fundamentalists effectively had veto power 
over one of the country's two major political parties. As 
Sean Faircloth argues, this has led to the crumbling of 
the country's most cherished founding principle--the 
wall separating church and state--and presages even 
more crumbling.

Ellery's Protest: 
How One Young 
Man Defied 
Tradition and 
Sparked the 
Battle Over 
School Prayer

Stephen 
D. 
Solomo
n

Tells the fascinating personal and legal drama of the 
Schempp case: the family’s struggle against the ugly 
reactions of neighbors, and the impassioned courtroom 
clashes as brilliant lawyers on both sides argued about 
the meaning of religious freedom. But Schempp was 
not the only case challenging religious exercises in the 
schools at the time, and Ellery’s Protest describes the 
race to the Supreme Court among the attorneys for 
four such cases. Solomon also explores the political, 
cultural, and religious roots of the controversy. 

The Bible, The 
School and the 
Constitution: The 
Clash that 
Shaped Modern 
Church-State 
Doctrine

Steven 
K. 
Green

Draws attention to an often overlooked nineteenth 
century that remains relevant to today's church-state 
debate
Offers historical as well as legal perspectives on a 
crucial episode in American history
Extensively documented from primary sources

Freethinkers: A 
History of 
American 
Secularism

Susan 
Jacoby

At a time when the separation of church and state is 
under attack as never before, Freethinkers offers a 
powerful defense of the secularist heritage that gave 
Americans the first government in the world founded 
not on the authority of religion but on the bedrock of 
human reason. In impassioned, elegant prose, 
celebrated author Susan Jacoby traces more than two 
hundred years of secularist activism, beginning with 
the fierce debate over the omission of God from the 
Constitution. Moving from nineteenth-century 
abolitionism and suffragism through the twentieth 
century's civil liberties, civil rights, and feminist 
movements, Freethinkersilluminates the neglected 
achievements of secularists who, allied with tolerant 
believers, have led the battle for reform in the past and 
today.

The Age of 
American 
Unreason

Susan 
Jacoby

A cultural history of the last forty years, The Age of 
American Unreason focuses on the convergence of 
social forces-usually treated as separate entities-that 
has created a perfect storm of anti-rationalism. These 
include the upsurge of religious fundamentalism, with 
more political power today than ever before; the failure 
of public education to create an informed citizenry; and 
the triumph of video over print culture. Sparing neither 
the right nor the left, Jacoby asserts that Americans 
today have embraced a universe of “junk thought” that 
makes almost no effort to separate fact from opinion.

The First 
Freedoms: 
Church and State 
in America to the 
Passage of the 
First Amendment

Thomas 
Curry

Is government forbidden to assist all religions equally, 
as the Supreme Court has held? Or does the First 
Amendment merely ban exclusive aid to one religion, 
as critics of the Court assert? The First Freedoms 
studies the church-state context of colonial and 
revolutionary America to present a bold new reading of 
the historical meaning of the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment. Synthesizing and interpreting a 
wealth of evidence from the founding of Virginia to the 
passage of the Bill of Rights, including everything 
published in America before 1791, Thomas Curry 
traces America's developing ideas on religious liberty 
and offers the most extensive investigation ever of the 
historical origins and background of the First 
Amendment's religion clauses.

The Age of 
Reason

Thomas 
Paine

Of all the tyrannies that affect mankind, tyranny in 
religion is the worst," declared Thomas Paine, adding, 
"every other species of tyranny is limited to the world 
we live in; but this attempts to stride beyond the grave, 
and seeks to pursue us into eternity." Paine's years of 
study and reflection on the role of religion in society 
culminated with his final work, The Age of Reason. 
This coolly reasoned polemic influenced religious 
thinking throughout the world at the dawn of the 
nineteenth century, and its resonance remains 
undiminished by time.
The selfsame humanist and egalitarian views that 
made Paine a popular figure of the American 
Revolution brought him into frequent conflict with 
political authorities. Parts of The Age of Reason were 
written in a French jail, where Paine was confined for 
his opposition to the execution of Louis XVI. An atack 
on revealed religion from the deist point of view — 
embodied by Paine's credo, "I believe in one God, and 
no more" — this work undertakes a hitherto unheard-of 
approach to Bible study. Its critical and objective 
examination of Old and New Testatments cites 
nemerous contradictions as evidence against literal 
interpretations of the text. Well articulated and 
eminently readable, The Age of Reason is a classic of 
free thought.

Founding Faith: 
Providence, 
Politics, and the 
Birth of Religious 
Freedom in 
America

Waldma
n, 
Steven

Waldman lays out the debate between the 
accommodationists and separationists and then details 
the activities and beliefs of the Founding Fathers to 
see who of the contemporary disputants is right. He 
comes down in favor of the separationists, but he is fair 
to each side and helps the student understand the 
nature of the debate and where it comes from. 

The First Liberty, 
Religion and the 
American 
Republic

William 
Lee 
Miller

Though many claim the United States to be a 
"Christian Nation," Miller provides a fascinatingly vivid 
account of the philosophical skirmishes and political 
machinations that led to the "wall of separation" 
between church and state. That famous phrase is 
Jefferson's, though it does not appear in the 
Declaration of Independence nor in the Constitution. 
But Miller follows this seminal idea from three great 
standard-bearers of religious liberty: Jefferson, 
Madison, and Roger Williams. Jefferson, who wrote 
the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, the 
precursor of the First Amendment of the Constitution; 
James Madison, who was politically responsible for 
Virginia's acceptance of religious liberty and who, a 
few years later, helped draft the Bill of Rights; and the 
even earlier figure, the radical dissenter Roger 
Williams, who propounded the idea of religious 
freedom not as a rational secularist but out of a deeply 
held spiritual faith. 

Church and State 
in American 
History, 3rd 
Edition

Wilson, 
John F. 
and 
Donald 
L. 
Drakem
an

Presents chronologically-organized chapters that 
include selections from documents like colonial 
charters, opinions of the Supreme Court and salient 
legislation, along with contemporary commentary, and 
incisive interpretations of the issues by modern 
scholars. Figures as divergent as John Winthrop, John 
F. Kennedy, and Sandra Day O’Connor speak from 
these pages as directly as Paul Blanshard, Leon 
Higginbotham, John Courtney Murray, and Robert 
Bellah. Church and State in American History 
addresses the difficult relationships among the political 
and religious structures of our society and the 
emergence of an American solution to the church-state 
problem.



Title Author Description
Visions of 
Reality- What 
Fundamentalist 
Schools Teach

Albert J. 
Menend
ez

Although a majority of Americans have repeatedly 
shown in referendum elections and opinion polls that 
they oppose tax support for nonpublic schools, 
fundamentalist leaders and their political lobbies are 
putting increasing pressure on Congress and state 
legislatures to compel taxpayers to support sectarian 
private schools through "vouchers" or "tuition tax 
credits," under the deceptive banner of "school 
choice." Albert J. Menendez has carefully examined 
the most widely used history, English, and science 
textbooks in fundamentalist private schools. He 
documents the fact that these schools promote 
prejudice against people of other faiths, distort history, 
derogate our literary heritage, cast science in a bad 
light, and otherwise indoctrinate children with "visions 
of reality" that are incompatible with public tax support.

Religion and the 
Public Schools

Anne 
Marie 
Lofaso

Religion in the Public Schools: A Road Map for 
Avoiding Lawsuits and Respecting Parents’ Legal 
Rights is designed to help. This handy 129-page book, 
written by Associate Professor of Law Anne Marie 
Lofaso of West Virginia University, examines what the 
courts have said about many religion-in-school 
controversies and provides clear, concise answers to 
common questions. Fully referenced and 
footnoted, Religion in the Public Schools is the perfect 
guide for anyone seeking to better navigate the 
intersection between religion and public education.

Why We Still 
Need Public 
Schools

Art Must 
Jr.

Two cornerstones of American democracy - separation 
of church and state, and public schools - are under 
increasing attack. As this collection of essays, written 
by some of America's leading educators, political 
figures, and advocates of religious liberty shows, 
universal public education and the separation of 
church and state are related. The eminent contributors 
to this book argue that we need to defend both 
institutions against increasing onslaughts by the 
Religious Right and other self-proclaimed arbiters of 
societal behavior, who seek to dictate public policy and 
who are labeling the public schools themselves as 
"immoral" institutions. At issue here is not whether 
public schools need to be improved. It is assumed that 
improvement is necessary.

Piety & Politics: 
The Right Wing 
Assault on 
Religious 
Freedom

Barry 
Lynn

In the wake of the 2004 presidential election, the 
Religious Right insisted that George Bush had been 
handed a mandate for an ideology-based social 
agenda, including the passage of a “marriage 
amendment” to ban same-sex unions, diversion of tax 
money to religious groups through “faith-based 
initiatives,” the teaching of creationism in public 
schools, and restrictions on abortion. Led by an 
aggressive band of television preachers and extremist 
radio personalities, the Religious Right set its sights on 
demolishing the wall of separation between church and 
state. The Reverend Barry Lynn is a devout Christian, 
but he argues that politicians need to stop looking to 
the Bible to justify their actions and should consult 
another source instead: the U.S. Constitution. 

First Freedom 
First: A Citizen's 
Guide to 
Protecting 
Religious Liberty 
and Separation of 
Church and State

Barry 
Lynn & 
C. 
Welton 
Gaddy

The United States is the most religiously diverse nation 
in the world, due in large part to the clauses of the First 
Amendment that guarantee freedom for and from 
religion. But as we debate displaying Christmas trees 
at city hall and the Ten Commandments in the 
courthouse, we must ask: in what other ways is our 
religious liberty being compromised. In First Freedom 
First, with clear language and recognizable examples, 
two of the most trusted voices on church-state 
separation address head-on the many areas where 
religion and politics overlap, with consequences for all 
Americans.

The Right to 
Religious Liberty: 
The Basic ACLU 
Guide to 
Religious Rights

Barry 
Lynn, 
Marc D. 
Stern, 
and 
Oliver 
S. 
Thomas

This revised and updated edition of The Right to 
Religious Liberty sets forth an individual’s religious 
rights under present law, offering suggestions as to 
how they can be preserved and protected. (A bit 
dated-1995- but otherwise a good resource)

  Journal of 
Church and State

Baylor 
Universi
ty

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Pray the Gay 
Away: The 
Extraordinary 
Lives of Bible 
Belt Gays

Bernade
tte 
Barton

While some areas of the Unites States have made 
tremendous progress in securing rights for gay people, 
Bible Belt states lag behind. In Pray the Gay Away, 
Bernadette Barton argues that conventions of small 
town life, rules which govern Southern manners, and 
the power wielded by Christian institutions serve as a 
foundation for both passive and active homophobia in 
the Bible Belt. She explores how conservative 
Christian ideology reproduces homophobic attitudes 
and shares how Bible Belt gays negotiate these 
attitudes in their daily lives. Drawing on the remarkable 
stories of Bible Belt gays, Barton brings to the fore 
their thoughts, experiences and hard-won insights to 
explore the front lines of our national culture war over 
marriage, family, hate crimes, and equal rights. 

To Serve God 
and Wal-Mart: 
The Making of 
Christian Free 
Enterprise

Bethany 
Ellen 
Moreton

In the decades after World War II, evangelical 
Christianity nourished America’s devotion to free 
markets, free trade, and free enterprise. The history of 
Wal-Mart uncovers a complex network that united Sun 
Belt entrepreneurs, evangelical employees, Christian 
business students, overseas missionaries, and free-
market activists. Through the stories of people linked 
by the world’s largest corporation, Bethany Moreton 
shows how a Christian service ethos powered 
capitalism at home and abroad.

Moral Minority: 
Our Skeptical 
Founding Fathers

Brooke 
Allen

In her lively refutation of modern claims about 
America's religious origins, Brooke Allen looks back at 
the late eighteenth century and shows decisively that 
the United States was founded not on Christian 
principles at all but on Enlightenment ideas. Moral 
Minority presents a powerful case that the unique legal 
framework the Founding Fathers created was 
designed according to the humanist ideals of 
Enlightenment thinkers: God entered the picture only 
as a very minor player, and Jesus Christ was 
conspicuous by his absence. The guiding spirit of the 
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. 
Constitution, Ms. Allen explains, was not Jesus Christ 
but John Locke. In direct and accessible prose, she 
provides fascinating chapters on the religious lives of 
the six men she considers the key Founding Fathers: 
Franklin, Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, and Hamilton. Far from being the 
conventional pious Christians we too often imagine, 
these men were skeptical intellectuals, in some cases 
not even Christians at all.

The Battle over 
School Prayer: 
How Engel v. 
Vitale Changed 
America

Bruce J. 
Dierenfi
eld

Bruce Dierenfield has written a concise and readable 
guide to the first and still most important case that 
addressed the constitutionality of prayer in public 
schools. The 22-word recitation in a Long Island school 
that was challenged in Engel v. Vitale was hardly 
denominational not even overtly Christian but a handful 
of parents saw it as a violation of the First 
Amendment's proscription again the establishment of 
religion. The case forced the Supreme Court to take a 
stand on Jefferson's "wall of separation" between 
church and state. When it did so, the Court declared 
that by endorsing the prayer recitation no matter how 
brief, non-denominational, or voluntary the Long Island 
school board had unconstitutionally approved the 
establishment of religion in school. Writing with 
impeccable fairness and sensitivity, Dierenfield sets his 
account of the Engel decision in the larger historical 
and political context, citing battles over a wide range of 
religious activities in public schools throughout 
American history. Through interviews with many of the 
participants, he also reveals the large price paid by the 
plaintiffs and their children, who were frequently 
harassed both during and after the trial. 

Religious 
Fundamentalisms 
and the Human 
Rights of Women

C. 
Howlan
d

Dialogue on the conflict between religious 
fundamentalism and women's rights is often stymied 
by an 'all or nothing' approach: fundamentalists claim 
of absolute religious freedom, while some feminists 
dismiss religion entirely as being so imbued with 
patriarchy as to be eternally opposed to women's 
rights. This ignores, though, the experiences of 
religious women who suffer under fundamentalism and 
fight to resist it, perceiving themselves to be at once 
religious and feminist. In Religious Fundamentalisms 
and the Human Rights of Women , Howland provides a 
forum for these different scholars, both religious and 
nonreligious, to meet and seek common ground in their 
fight against fundamentalism. Through an examination 
of international human rights, national law, grass roots 
activism, and theology, this volume explores the acute 
problems that contemporary fundamentalist 
movements pose for women's equality and liberty 
rights.

Liars for Jesus: 
The Religious 
Right's Alternate 
Version of 
American History

Chris 
Rodda

Liars for Jesus debunks many of the historical lies 
invented and used by the Christian nationalist history 
revisionists in their efforts to further their far right 
political agenda and destroy the wall of separation 
between church and state in America. Liars for Jesus 
is not a book about religion. It is a history book, 
presenting and fully documenting the true stories and 
historical facts that are distorted in the "Christian 
nation" pseudo-history promoted by the religious right.

Wrapped in the 
Flag

Claire 
Conner

Claire Conner’s award-winning memoir, Wrapped in 
the Flag (Beacon Press 2013, 2014) weaves her  
intimate personal stories with the history of the 1960s, 
70s, and 80s. She chronicles her parents’ obsession 
with radical right-wing politics embodied in the John 
Birch Society, the most powerful  anti-Communist, anti-
government, populist movement of the 20th century

Nonbeliever 
Nation: The Rise 
of Secular 
Americans

David 
Niose

Today, one in five Americans are nonbelievers―a 
rapidly growing group at a time when traditional 
Christian churches are dwindling in numbers. Still we 
see almost none of them openly serving in elected 
office, while many others continue to loudly proclaim 
the falsehood of America as a Christian nation. David 
Niose calls for nonreligious Americans from all 
backgrounds to step out of the shadows and signal 
their opposition to the long-dominant Religious Right. 
Exploring all the hot-button issues that divide the 
country―from gay marriage to education policy to 
contentious church-state battles―he shows how 
Secular Americans―a group comprised not just of 
atheists and agnostics, but lapsed Catholics, secular 
Jews, and millions of others who have walked away 
from organized religion―are mobilizing and forming 
groups all over the country (even atheist clubs in Bible-
belt high schools) to challenge the exaltation of religion 
in American politics and public life. 

Original Intent: 
Chief Justice 
Rehnquist and 
the Course of 
American 
Church/State 
Relations

Derek 
Davis

Contemporary debate in the area of church/state 
relations centers around the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment: "Congress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of religion [the 
Establishment Clause] or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof [the Free Exercise Clause]." Original Intent is a 
readable and objective summary of the views of Chief 
Justice Rehnquist and an enlightening treatise on the 
future of church/state relations in America.

Roger Williams: 
Prophet of Liberty

Edwin 
C. 
Gaustad

Roger Williams chronicles the life of one of the most 
remarkable forefathers in American history. A true 
revolutionary, this devout Puritan championed Native 
American rights; wrote treatises on equal rights, flag 
desecration, and the separation of church and state; 
established the first American settlement based on 
total religious toleration--and he lived more than a 
century before independence, when America was still a 
vast wilderness! Williams went on to adopt adult 
baptism and founded the first Baptist church in 
America. He became president of Rhode Island colony 
in 1654, served as captain in the defense of 
Providence during King Philip's War, and continued to 
write and preach passionately for religious tolerance 
and Native American rights until his death in 1683.

Proclaim Liberty 
Throughout the 
Land: A History of 
Church and State 
in America

Edwin 
Gaustad

In this volume, one of the most distinguished scholars 
of American religious history traces the complicated 
relationship of church and state from the early colonial 
period, through the unique American experiment in 
religious liberty after the Revolution, to the ongoing 
debate over religious issues in our schools and 
communities. Edwin Gaustad relates entertaining and 
edifying accounts of headline-grabbing court trials 
involving polygamy, witchcraft, and church taxation. He 
quotes moving passages from the speeches and 
writings of American Presidents and Supreme Court 
justices to prove that, to paraphrase Michelangelo, 
"religious liberty is made up of a series of trifles, but 
religious liberty is no trifle."

Faith of the 
Founders: 
Religion and the 
New Nation, 
1776-1826

Edwin 
S. 
Gaustad

Edwin Gaustad provides a careful consideration of the 
developing relationship between religion and the state 
after the American Revolution. With concise focus on 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, 
George Washington, and John Adams, Gaustad 
identifies seven varying―sometimes 
contrary―perspectives on religion that guided the 
nation's founders. Faith of the Founders shows how 
these figures possessed an intuitive understanding of 
religion that helped nourish a young country. This brief 
but insightful book offers a look into the founding 
fathers' genius―and points to a way forward through 
the ideological boundaries that threaten to upend the 
daily doings of American government today.

With God on 
Their Side: How 
Christian 
Fundamentalists 
Trampled 
Science, Policy 
and Democracy 
in George W. 
Bush's White 
House

Esther 
Kaplan

When asked which single issue most affected their 
vote in the last presidential election, more than one in 
five Americans said “moral values”—and 78 percent of 
these voters chose to reelect President George W. 
Bush. As Esther Kaplan shows in her richly detailed 
investigation, it’s no wonder the Christian right voted 
for Bush in droves—their loyal support in 2000 
produced fantastic results. While organizations that 
offer abortion counseling and services or help to 
prevent HIV see their funds cut, church groups receive 
millions in federal dollars to promote sexual abstinence 
and marriage (provided, of course, it is heterosexual). 
Bush has appointed a Christian right dream team to 
the federal courts, dedicated to tearing down what one 
such judge calls “the so-called separation of church 
and state. Religious zeal even shapes Bush’s foreign 
policy, as Christian belief in the end times spurs the 
administration’s support for hard-line policies in Israel.

Evolution vs. 
Creationism

Eugenie 
C. Scott

More than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the 
debate over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.

The Separation 
of Church and 
State: Writings on 
a Fundamental 
Freedom by 
America's 
Founders

Forrest 
Church

A primer of essential writings about one of the 
cornerstones of our democracy by the original authors 
of the Constitution, edited by preeminant liberal 
theologian Forrest Church. Americans will never stop 
debating the question of church-state separation, and 
such debates invariably lead back to the nation’s 
beginnings and the founders’ intent. The Separation of 
Church and State presents a basic collection of the 
founders’ teachings on this topic. This concise primer 
gets past the rhetoric that surrounds the current 
debate, placing the founders’ vivid writings on religious 
liberty in historical perspective. Edited and with running 
commentary by Forrest Church, this important 
collection informs anyone curious about the original 
blueprint for our country and its government.

Separation of 
Church and 
State: Founding 
Principle of 
Religious Liberty

Frank 
Lambert

Frank Lambert tackles the central claims of the 
Religious Right "historians" who insist that America 
was conceived as a "Christian State," that modern-day 
"liberals" and "secularists" have distorted and/or 
ignored the place of religion in American history, and 
that the phrase "the separation of church and state" 
does not appear in any of the founding documents and 
is, therefore, a myth created by the Left. He discusses 
what separates "bad" history from "good" history, and 
concludes that the self-styled "historians" of the 
Religious Right create a "useful past" that enlists the 
nation's founders on behalf of present-day 
conservative religious and political causes. The result 
of a politicized religious history exposes the Religious 
Right "history" as fabrications and half-truths. In fact, 
one of the foundational principles of the Constitution is 
that of separation as the key to safeguarding freedom: 
separation of powers, separation of federal and state 
governments, and separation of church and state.

Religious 
Expression and 
the American 
Constitution

Frankly
n 
Haiman

In the current environment and fervor for “homeland 
security,” personal freedoms in exchange for security 
are coming under more scrutiny. Among these 
guaranteed freedoms are the protection of religious 
expression given by the U.S. Constitution and the 
constitutional prohibitions against behaviors that 
violate the separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.

Eternal Hostility: 
The Struggle 
Between 
Theocracy and 
Democracy

Frederic
k 
Clarkso
n

What is behind the violence against abortion clinics, 
attacks on gays and lesbians and the growing power of 
the religious right? Frederick Clarkson makes it clear 
that beyond the bombers and assassins who 
sometimes make news, is a growing, if not well 
understood, movement that encompasses Pat 
Robertson's Christian Coalition, the Unification Church 
of Sun Myung Moon and the Promise Keepers--the 
lead agency of the so-called Christian men's 
movement. Clarkson exposes the wild card of the 
"theology of vigilantism" which urges the enforcement 
of "God's law" and argues for fundamentalist revolution 
against constitutional democracy. 

Setting the 
Record Straight: 
Response to 
Misconceptions 
About Public 
Education in the 
US

Gerald 
Bracey

Gerald Bracey knows there are three kinds of lies in 
education policy: lies, damned lies, and the statistics 
that reactionary reformers tout as evidence in favor of 
dismantling our public schools. In this second and 
substantially updated edition of the hard-hitting Setting 
the Record Straight, Bracey goes toe-to-toe with the 
opponents of quality public education. You'll learn how 
to discredit them in your own discussions by using the 
very logic and statistical analyses they purport to have 
on their side. In this series of smart, forceful analyses, 
Bracey homes in on specific topics like vouchers, 
school funding, and comparisons to international test 
scores, themes around which agitators have created a 
host of mythological American school failures from the 
flimsiest of evidence. Each essay begins with a 
question you might commonly hear in conversation 
about these alleged shortcomings, to which Bracey 
provides a brief, sound- byte-ready rebuttal. Then he 
follows it up with a full-length explanation, replete with 
statistical data and talking points that fully support his 
assertions-and silence those who would undermine 
education with disinformation.

Not in Our 
Classrooms

Glenn 
Branch 
& 
Eugenie 
C. Scott

Where did the concept of intelligent design originate? 
How does it connect with, and conflict with, various 
religious beliefs? Should we teach the controversy 
itself in our science classrooms? In clear and lively 
essays, a team of experts answers these questions 
and many more, describing the history of the intelligent 
design movement and the lack of scientific support for 
its claims. Most importantly, the contributors—
authorities on the scientific, legal, educational, and 
theological problems of intelligent design-speak 
specifically to teachers and parents about the need to 
defend the integrity of science education by keeping 
intelligent design out of science curriculums. 

Lowering the 
Wall: Religion 
and the Supreme 
Court in the 
1980s

Gregg 
Ivers

Convinced that church-state law under the Supreme 
Court during the 1980s took "a giant-and unwelcome 
step--backward," Gregg Ivers's book explores the 
changing relationship between religion and the state. 
Those looking for a neutral account of this relationship 
should look elsewhere. This book, commissioned by 
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, is a liberal's 
response to use of the courts by "[r]eligious 
conservatives, encouraged by the election of Ronald 
Reagan," to create a "broad wave of conservative 
religious populism" in pursuit of school prayer, financial 
assistance for parochial institutions and equal access 
to public school facilities for student religious clubs.

The Oxford 
Companion to the 
Supreme Court of 
the United States

Hall, 
Kermit L

Not about church and state, but a great resource book 
on the Court.

The Journal of 
Law and Religion

Hamline 
Universi
ty Law 
School

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Religion on Trial: 
How Supreme 
Court Trends 
Threaten 
Freedom of 
Conscience in 
America

Hammo
nd, 
Philip 
E., 
David 
W. 
Machac
ek and 
Eric 
Michael 
Mazur

A powerful indictment of the current Supreme Court, 
arguing the regressive justices are not faithful to the 
Constitution and thereby endanger religious freedom.

The Godless 
Constitution: The 
Case Against 
Religious 
Correctness

Isaac 
Krammi
k & R. 
Lawrenc
e Moore

The Godless Constitution is an urgent and timely 
reexamination of the roots of church-state separation 
in American politics - and a ringing refutation of the 
misguided claims of the religious right. In this important 
polemic two distinguished scholars of American 
political ideas and religion refute this dangerous 
attempt to introduce what they term "religious 
correctness" into our politics, by reminding us that the 
absence of any mention of God in the Constitution was 
a conscious action on the framers' part, intended to 
prevent the bloody religious controversies that so 
marked European history. They also emphasize that 
church-state separation was seen as a guarantee of - 
not a hindrance to - religions liberty. Fully respecting 
the importance of religion in the public sphere, yet 
forthright in defining proper limits, The Godless 
Constitution offers a bracing return to the first 
principles of American democracy - and a guide to 
keeping them intact in the forthcoming presidential 
campaign.

Holy Hullabaloos: 
A Road Trip to 
the Battlegrounds 
of the Church-
State Wars

J. D. 
Wexler

After ten years spent riddling over the intricacies of 
church/state law from the ivory tower, law professor 
Jay Wexler decided it was high time to hit the road to 
learn what really happened in some of the most 
controversial Supreme Court cases involving this hot-
button issue. In Holy Hullabaloos, he takes us along for 
the ride, crossing the country to meet the people and 
visit the places responsible for landmark decisions in 
recent judicial history, from a high school football field 
where fans once recited prayers before kickoff to a 
Santeria church notorious for animal sacrifice, from a 
publicly funded Muslim school to a creationist 
museum. Wexler's no-holds-barred approach to 
investigating famous church/state brouhahas is as 
funny as it is informative.

Far Right 
Fantasy: A 
Sociology of 
American 
Religion and 
Politics

James 
Aho

Far-Right Fantasy is a straight-forward, jargon-free 
study of contemporary American right-wing extremism. 
The book addresses the strengths and weaknesses of 
the standard psycho-social-cultural explanations of far-
right activism. It shows how extremists are similar 
educationally and psychologically to their more 
conventional neighbors; that they get into the 
movement in the same way that others become peace 
activists or radical environmentalists, namely, through 
their ties with fellow workers and church-goers, family 
members, and classmates; and that their views are 
given a patina of certainty by being repeatedly 
corroborated within closed, non-contaminated 
communication systems. 

Religion and the 
State: Essays in 
Honor of Leo 
Pfeffer

James 
E. Wood 
Jr.

These essays examine major themes affecting religion 
and the state in a free society and the interaction of 
religion and world order. While concern is given to the 
historical and judicial context of the Establishment and 
Free Exercise Clauses of the First Amendment, special 
attention is given to contemporary church-state 
problems in American life. In addition, the volume 
analyzes alternatives to church-state relations outside 
the United States and freedom of religion in the 
international advance of human rights.

Supreme 
Conflict: The 
Inside Story of 
the Struggle for 
Control of the 
United States 
Supreme Court

Jan 
Crawfor
d 
Greenb
urg

Drawing on unprecedented access to the Supreme 
Court justices themselves and their inner circles, 
acclaimed ABC News legal correspondent Jan 
Crawford Greenburg offers an explosive newsbreaking 
account of one of the most momentous political 
watersheds in American history. From the series of 
Republican nominations that proved deeply frustrating 
to conservatives to the decades of bruising battles that 
led to the rise of Justices Roberts and Alito, this is the 
authoritative story of the conservative effort to shift the 
direction of the high court—a revelatory look at one of 
the central fronts of America's culture wars by one of 
the most widely respected experts on the subject.

The Nine: Inside 
the Secret World 
of the Supreme 
Court

Jeffrey 
Toobin

In The Nine, acclaimed journalist Jeffrey Toobin takes 
us into the chambers of the most important—and 
secret—legal body in our country, the Supreme Court, 
revealing the complex dynamic among the nine people 
who decide the law of the land. An institution at a 
moment of transition, the Court now stands at a crucial 
point, with major changes in store on such issues as 
abortion, civil rights, and church-state relations. Based 
on exclusive interviews with the justices and with a 
keen sense of the Court’s history and the trajectory of 
its future, Jeffrey Toobin creates in The Nine a riveting 
story of one of the most important forces in American 
life today. (2008)

Roger Williams 
and the Creation 
of the American 
Soul: Church, 
State and the 
Birth of Liberty

John M. 
Barry

For four hundred years, Americans have wrestled with 
and fought over two concepts that define the nature of 
the nation: the proper relation between church and 
state and between a free individual and the state. 
These debates began with the extraordinary thought 
and struggles of Roger Williams, who had an 
unparalleled understanding of the conflict between a 
government that justified itself by "reason of state"-i.e. 
national security-and its perceived "will of God" and the 
"ancient rights and liberties" of individuals. Acclaimed 
historian John M. Barry explores the development of 
these fundamental ideas through the story of the man 
who was the first to link religious freedom to individual 
liberty, and who created in America the first 
government and society on earth informed by those 
beliefs. 

Religious Liberty 
and the Secular 
State

John M. 
Swomle
y

This book exposes the Supreme Court's erosion of the 
Establishment Clause while emphasizing the Free 
Exercise Clause. Swomley also explores civil religion, 
secular humanism, and the current counter-revolution 
against separation of church and state led by some 
religious and political conservatives who would profit 
from government aid. He also lists the benefits 
churches would realize under a secular government.

Religion and the 
American 
Constitutional 
Experiment: 
Essential Rights 
and Liberties

John 
Witte, 
Jr.

The third edition of this classic book provides a 
comprehensive, multidisciplinary overview of the 
history, theory, law, and comparative analysis of 
American religious liberty from the earliest colonial 
period through the most recent Supreme Court cases. 
The authors present balanced, accessible discussions 
of controversial issues, such as funding religious 
schools and charities and displaying religious symbols 
on government property. 

The Last 
Freedom: 
Religion from the 
Public School to 
the Public Square

Joseph 
P.Vitterit
i

The presidency of George W. Bush has polarized the 
church-state debate as never before. The Far Right 
has been emboldened to use religion to govern, while 
the Far Left has redoubled its efforts to evict religion 
from public life entirely. In The Last Freedom, Joseph 
Viteritti argues that there is a basic tension between 
religion and democracy because religion often rejects 
compromise as a matter of principle while democracy 
requires compromise to thrive. Viteritti argues that 
Americans must guard against debasing politics with 
either antireligious bigotry or religious zealotry. 
Drawing on politics, history, and law, he defines a new 
approach to the church-state question that protects the 
religious and the secular alike. Challenging much 
conventional opinion, Viteritti argues that the courts 
have failed to adequately protect religious minorities, 
that the rights of the religious are under greater threat 
than those of the secular, and that democracy exacts 
greater compromises and sacrifices from the religious 
than it does from the secular.

The Good News 
Club: The 
Christian Right's 
Stealth Assault 
on America's 
Children

Katherin
e 
Stewart

In 2009, the Good News Club came to the public 
elementary school where journalist Katherine Stewart 
sent her children. The Club, which is sponsored by the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, bills itself as an after-
school program of “Bible study.” But Stewart soon 
discovered that the Club’s real mission is to convert 
children to fundamentalist Christianity and encourage 
them to proselytize to their “unchurched” peers, all the 
while promoting the natural but false impression 
among the children that its activities are endorsed by 
the school. Astonished to discover that the U.S. 
Supreme Court has deemed this—and other forms of 
religious activity in public schools—legal, Stewart set 
off on an investigative journey to dozens of cities and 
towns across the nation to document the impact. In this 
book she demonstrates that there is more religion in 
America’s public schools today than there has been for 
the past 100 years. The movement driving this agenda 
is stealthy. It is aggressive. It has our children in its 
sights. And its ultimate aim is to destroy the system of 
public education as we know it.

American 
Theocracy: The 
Peril and Politics 
of Radical 
Religion, Oil, and 
Borrowed Money 
in the 21st 
Century

Kevin 
Phillips

Phillips takes an uncompromising view of the current 
age of global overreach, fundamentalist religion, 
diminishing resources, and ballooning debt under the 
GOP majority. With an eye to the past and a searing 
vision of the future, Phillips confirms what too many 
Americans are still unwilling to admit about the depth 
of our misgovernment.

The 
Fundamentals of 
Extremism: The 
Christian Right in 
America

Kimberl
y Blaker

The politics, educational policies, and social values 
perpetuated by Christian fundamentalists are exposed 
in this critical perspective on the religious right's role in 
American society. Statistics and studies of the 
movement are offered that provide insight into the 
causes and characteristics of fundamentalism and its 
effects on minority groups including women, children, 
African Americans, gays, and lesbians. Essays from a 
variety of authors consider the path to theocracy, the 
effect of the theology of inerrancy on politics, and the 
state of fundamentalism in the United States after the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Creationism on 
Trial: Evolution 
and God at Little 
Rock

Langdo
n Gilkey

Creationism on Trial is Gilkey's blow-by-blow account 
of his experiences as a witness for the ACLU at the 
1981 creationist trial in Little Rock, AR.

The Devil in 
Dover: An 
Insider's Story of 
Dogma v. Darwin 
in Small Town 
America

Lauri 
Lebo

Local newspaper reporter Lauri Lebo was handed the 
story of a lifetime when the Dover (Pennsylvania) 
School Board adopted a measure to require its ninth-
grade biology students to learn about intelligent 
design. In a case that recalled the famed 1925 Scopes 
“monkey” trial and made international headlines, 
eleven parents sued the school board. When the case 
wound up in federal court before a George W. Bush–
appointed judge, Lebo had a front-row seat. Lebo 
skillfully probes the compelling background of the 
case, introducing us to the plaintiffs, the defendants, 
the lawyers, and a parade of witnesses, along with 
Judge John E. Jones, who would eventually condemn 
the school board’s decision as one of “breathtaking 
inanity.” With the antievolution battle having moved to 
the state level—and the recent passage of state 
legislation that protects the right of schools to teach 
alternatives to evolution—the story will continue to be 
relevant for years to come.

Religion, State 
and the Burger 
Court

Leo 
Pfeffer

In Religion, State and the Burger Court, Leo Pfeffer, 
the leading authority on church/state law, presents a 
trenchant analysis of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court under Chief Justice Warren E. Burger, focusing 
on the Court's interpretation of the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments. These amendments that guarantee the 
separation of church and state and the free exercise of 
religion are fundamental to the unique character of 
democracy as it exists in the United States. However, 
the distinction between affairs of state and the 
concerns of organized religion has become blurred.

The 
Establishment 
Clause, Religion 
and the First 
Amendment

Leonard 
W. Levy

Leonard Levy's classic work examines the 
circumstances that led to the writing of the 
establishment clause of the First Amendment: 
'Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion. . . .' He argues that, contrary 
to popular belief, the framers of the Constitution 
intended to prohibit government aid to religion even on 
an impartial basis. He thus refutes the view of 
'nonpreferentialists,' who interpret the clause as 
allowing such aid provided that the assistance is not 
restricted to a preferred church. For this new edition, 
Levy has added to his original arguments and 
incorporated much new material, including an analysis 
of Jefferson's ideas on the relationship between church 
and state and a discussion of the establishment clause 
cases brought before the Supreme Court since the 
book was originally published in 1986.

God vs The 
Gavel: Religion 
and the Rule of 
Law

Marci 
Hamilto
n

God vs. the Gavel challenges the pervasive 
assumption that all religious conduct deserves 
constitutional protection. While religious conduct 
provides many benefits to society, it is not always 
benign. The thesis of the book is that anyone who 
harms another person should be governed by the laws 
that govern everyone else - and truth be told, religion is 
capable of great harm.

The Search for 
Christian America

Mark 
Noll., 
Nathan 
O. 
Hatch 
and 
George 
M. 
Marsde
n

The Search for Christian America" explores key 
questions raised by the movement asserting the 
Christian heritage of the U.S. and calling for its 
recovery. Through careful historical and contemporary 
analysis, the authors address such issues as: how 
much Christian action is required to make a whole 
society Christian; Puritan New England as case study; 
Christian principles vs. baptised ideology in the 
Revolutionary period; the stumbling block of incorrect 
views of America's history for effective Christian 
involvement in critical public issues; the relationship of 
Christian convictions to political or social agendas; 
learning to think historically as a guard against 
shortsighted or simplistic approaches.

The Myth of 
Christian 
America: What 
You Need to 
Know About the 
Separation of 
Church and State

Mark 
Weldon 
Whitten

Written in an accessible, popular style, Whitten 
provides sound scholarship in defense of the 
exposition of constitutional church-state separation.

Liberty and 
Conscience

Martha 
Nussba
um

The respect for religious difference has formed the 
bedrock of our nation and made equality possible. Yet 
today we are told that “moral values”—code for a 
government shaped by religious concerns—must be 
the keystone of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.

A Wall of 
Separation? 
Debating the 
Public Role of 
Religion

Mary C. 
Segers 
& Ted 
G. Jelen

Should the wall of separation between church and 
state be permeable or inviolable? This question has 
been hotly contested since the nation's founding and 
contentious debates persist today. With a collection of 
the most significant documents and an introduction by 
Clarke E. Cochran that provides the historical context 
of the debate, prominent scholars Mary Segers and 
Ted Jelen debate the impact of organized religion on 
the democratic process, examine its influence on 
political discourse, and discuss its significance for the 
creation of public policy. The authors illuminate the 
constitutional implications of using religion to cultivate 
public morality and discuss the complexities of creating 
a civic-minded citizenry in a pluralistic society.

Religious 
Freedom and the 
Supreme Court

Melissa 
Rogers, 
and 
Steven 
K. 
Green

A completely recast, updated, version of Robert T. 
Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward Benevolent 
Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme Court, 
listed belowA completely recast, updated, version of 
Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward 
Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme 
Court, listed belowA completely recast, updated, 
version of Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, 
Toward Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the 
Supreme Court, listed below

That's Not What 
They Meant! 
Reclaiming 
America's 
Founding Fathers 
from the Right 
Wing

Michael 
Austin

 In That's Not What They Meant! Professor Michael 
Austin examines dozens of books, articles, speeches, 
and radio broadcasts by such figures as Glenn Beck, 
Mark Levin, Sean Hannity, Larry Schweikart, and 
David Barton to expose the deep historical flaws in 
their use of America's founding history. In contrast to 
their misleading method of citing proof texts to serve a 
narrow agenda, Austin allows the Founding Fathers to 
speak for themselves, situating all quotations in the 
proper historical context. What emerges is a true 
historical picture of men who often disagreed with one 
another on such crucial issues as federal power, 
judicial review, and the separation of church and state. 
As Austin shows, the real legacy of the Founding 
Fathers to us is a political process: a system of 
disagreement, debate, and compromise that has kept 
democracy vibrant in America for more than two 
hundred years. Austin's carefully researched and 
rigorously argued book is essential reading for anyone 
seeking the accurate historical background to many of 
the hot-button political debates of today.

The Religious 
Roots of the First 
Amendment: 
Dissenting 
Protestants and 
the Separation of 
Church and State

Nichola
s P. 
Miller

Traditional understandings of the genesis of the 
separation of church and state rest on assumptions 
about "Enlightenment" and the republican ethos of 
citizenship. In The Religious Roots of the First 
Amendment, Nicholas P. Miller does not seek to 
dislodge that interpretation but to augment and enrich 
it by recovering its cultural and discursive religious 
contexts--specifically the discourse of Protestant 
dissent. He argues that commitments by certain 
dissenting Protestants to the right of private judgment 
in matters of Biblical interpretation, an outgrowth of the 
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, helped 
promote religious disestablishment in the early modern 
West. Miller shows that the separation of church and 
state can be read, most persuasively, as the triumph of 
a particular strand of Protestant nonconformity-that 
which stretched back to the Puritan separatist and the 
Restoration sects, rather than to those, like 
Presbyterians, who sought to replace the "wrong" 
church establishment with their own, "right" one. 

The Creator in 
the Courtroom: 
"Scopes II": The 
1981 Arkansas 
Creation-
Evolution Trial

Norman 
Geisler

Written by a creationist, this book is an account of the 
Scopes trial from that perspective, and argues that the 
judge in the case was prejudiced agains creationism 
from the very beginning. 

Storm Center: 
The Supreme 
Court in 
American Politics

O’Brien, 
David M

A terrific introduction to the history and particularly the 
workings of the Supreme Court, although it has very 
little specifically about church and state

God on Trial: 
Dispatches from 
America's 
Religious 
Battlefields

Peter 
Irons

Over the past two decades, federal courts have 
become contentious battlefields in America's growing 
religious wars. Since 1989, five momentous court 
cases have divided communities and the nation. Peter 
Irons, a noted constitutional scholar, lawyer, and author 
of the bestselling May It Please the Court, delivers a 
compelling narrative accompanied by first-person 
accounts from both sides of the fight in these historic 
cases. 

Living the 
Secular Life

Phil 
Zucker
man

Drawing on innovative sociological research, Living the 
Secular Life illuminates this demographic shift with the 
moral convictions that govern secular individuals, 
offering crucial information for the religious and 
nonreligious alike. Living the Secular Life reveals that, 
despite opinions to the contrary, nonreligious 
Americans possess a unique moral code that allows 
them to effectively navigate the complexities of modern 
life. Spiritual self-reliance, clear-eyed pragmatism, and 
an abiding faith in the Golden Rule to adjudicate moral 
decisions: these common principles are shared across 
secular society. Living the Secular Life demonstrates 
these principles in action and points to their usage 
throughout daily life.

Thy Kingdom 
Come: How the 
Religious Right 
Distorts Faith and 
Threatens 
America

Randall 
Balmer

For much of American history, evangelicalism was 
aligned with progressive political causes-the abolition 
of slavery, universal suffrage, and public education. 
But contemporary conservative activists have 
defaulted on this majestic legacy, embracing instead 
an agenda virtually indistinguishable from the 
Republican Party platform. How has evangelical 
Christianity become so entrenched in partisan politics? 
Randall Balmer, an evangelical Christian and a 
historian of American religion, deftly combines 
ethnographic research, theological reflections, and 
historical context to examine the nature of the 
Religious Right today-and offers a rallying cry for 
liberal Christians to reclaim the noble traditions of their 
faith.

First Freedom: 
The Fight for 
Religious Liberty

Randall 
Balmer, 
Lee 
Grogerg 
& Mark 
Mabry

In the sweltering summer of 1789, James Madison 
penned sixteen words in spare prose that became the 
First Amendment to the United States Constitution. 
Herein the founding fathers of a young government 
pledged separation of church and state, thus 
guaranteeing religious freedom for its citizens and 
establishing a free marketplace for religion in the 
United States. Utterly unprecedented in Western 
history, this construction of a government without the 
interlocking authority of religion set a new course for 
faith and politics and has produced a vibrant religious 
culture unmatched anywhere in the world. First 
Freedom details the progression of religious liberty 
from pilgrims and Puritans to the creation of the Bill of 
Rights and how it shaped a new nation. 

Close Encounters 
with the Religious 
Right: Journeys 
into the Twilight 
Zone of Religion 
and Politics

Rob 
Boston

What does Pat Robertson's Christian Coalition really 
want? What secret agenda lies behind radio counselor 
James Dobson's Focus on the Family? Who are the 
Promise Keepers and what are their ultimate goals? 
Why do so many leaders of the religious right engage 
in gay bashing? What would these groups do to our 
public school system, or to our government, if they 
were in power? Close Encounters with the Religious 
Right takes you behind the scenes to answer these 
questions and gives the reader a rare glimpse of a 
world the average American may not even realize 
exists.

James Madison 
on Religious 
Liberty

Robert 
Alley

This long-overdue volume is the only one of its kind 
containing all of Madison's religious writings, as well as 
new contributions by leading scholars. Madison's 
writings assume even more importance to thoughtful 
Americans as the Supreme Court continues to decide 
issues of school prayer, and as the Moral Majority tries 
to desecularize American public and private life. 
Imagine an America without the Bill of Rights, without 
the Constitution. This image of our nation, existing 
without these two foundations of freedom, justice, and 
inquiry, assaults the imagination, for these two 
documents are the fuel that runs the republic. What is 
even more remarkable is that their primary author was 
one man - James Madison.

The Most 
Dangerous Man 
in America? 

Robert 
Boston

Televangelist Pat Robertson has built one of the most 
powerful religious-political movements in American 
history. His Christian Coalition - with its '700 Club' 
broadcasting fundamentalism tinged with right-wing 
politics to an audience of millions, its American Center 
for Law and Justice legal action group attempting to 
impose far-right Christian ideas via the courts, and the 
growing number of graduates from its Regents 
University - wields a mighty sword within the 
Republican party in at least 25 states while GOP 
national leaders and presidential hopefuls court its 
favour. Despite his power, many Americans are not 
aware of Robertson's extreme political views or his 
goals for the United States. This book examines the 
role Robertson plays in contemporary politics and his 
efforts to influence American society through his 
various political organisations, businesses, and 
broadcast empire.

Why the 
Religious Right is 
Wrong about 
Separation of 
Church and State

Robert 
Boston

Award-winning journalist Robert Boston lambastes the 
zealots of the Religious Right for spreading 
misinformation about the constitutional principle of the 
separation of church and state. Boston reveals how a 
band of ultraconservative religious groups with a 
political agenda - led primarily by televangelist Pat 
Robertson - is conducting a systematic war aginst the 
separation of church and state. The tactics of these 
groups are designed to exploit unfounded fears and 
turn the American people against the separationist 
principle. To expose the Religious Right's blatant 
distortions of U.S. history and correct its skewed 
analysis of legal rulings, Boston objectively reviews the 
evolution of church/state relations in the United States 
and looks at how the separation principle has been 
applied by the courts. He also examines efforts by 
sectarian groups to win government support for their 
schools, the school prayer issue, the history of the free 
exercise of religion, and the controversial role of 
religion in the public square.

Queering 
Christianity: 
Finding a Place 
at the Table for 
LGBTQI 
Christians

Robert 
E. 
Shore-
Goss et. 
Al.

Through essays by noted lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer or questioning, and intersex 
(LGBTQI) religion scholars, this important compilation 
summarizes the history and current status of LGBTQI 
theology, exploring its relationship to the policies, 
practices, and theology of traditional Christianity. 
Contributors contrast the "radically inclusive" thinking 
of LGBTQI theology with the "exclusivity" practiced by 
many Christian churches, explaining the reasoning of 
each and clarifying contentious issues. At the same 
time, the book highlights ways in which "queer" 
theology and practice benefit Christian congregations. 
Writing from the perspective of grassroots Christian 
LGBTQI movements, many of the contributors draw 
upon their own experiences. Equally important, the 
work creates the basis for dialogue between traditional 
churches and followers of LGBTQI theology, offering 
practical suggestions for Christian congregations that 
wish to put aside exclusionary policies and practices.

Toward 
Benevolent 
Neutrality: 
Church, State, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Robert 
Miller. 
and 
Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

Presents the text of virtually every significant Supreme 
Court decision concerning religious freedom and 
separation of church and state. Also included are 
essays interpreting the historical background and legal 
issues involved in each case, beginning with the 
principal events leading to the adoption of the First 
Amendment.

Without a Prayer: 
Religious 
Expression in 
Public Schools

Robert 
S. Alley

This is the first thorough examination of school prayer 
to bring together the experiences of parents and 
children involved in contesting public school 
sanctioned prayer and Bible reading. Alley explores the 
way in which terms like "nonpreferentialism," 
"toleration" and "accommodation" are being used to 
hide violations of the First Amendment. Personal 
interviews were conducted with those involved in 
seven prominent cases. Each story challenges 
communities that impose the mores and cultural 
patterns of religion on their public schools. The result, 
in most instances, has been angry protests as well as 
threats against parents and children, and/or property 
damage.

Red State 
Religion: Faith 
and Politics in 
America's 
Heartland

Robert 
Wuthno
w

In Red State Religion, Robert Wuthnow tells the story 
of religiously motivated political activism in Kansas 
from territorial days to the present. He examines how 
faith mixed with politics as both ordinary Kansans and 
leaders such as John Brown, Carrie Nation, William 
Allen White, and Dwight Eisenhower struggled over the 
pivotal issues of their times, from slavery and 
Prohibition to populism and anti-communism. Beyond 
providing surprising new explanations of why Kansas 
became a conservative stronghold, the book sheds 
new light on the role of religion in red states across the 
Midwest and the United States. Contrary to recent 
influential accounts, Wuthnow argues that Kansas 
conservatism is largely pragmatic, not ideological, and 
that religion in the state has less to do with politics and 
contentious moral activism than with relationships 
between neighbors, friends, and fellow churchgoers. 

The Necessity of 
Secularism

Ronald 
A. 
Lindsey

For the first time in human history, a significant 
percentage of the world’s population no longer 
believes in God. This is especially true in developed 
nations, where in some societies nonbelievers now 
outnumber believers. Unless religion collapses 
completely, or undergoes a remarkable resurgence, 
countries across the globe must learn to carefully and 
effectively manage this societal mix of religious and 
irreligious. For in a world already deeply riven by 
sectarian conflict, this unprecedented demographic 
shift presents yet another challenge to humanity. 
Writing in an engaging, accessible style, philosopher 
and lawyer Ronald A. Lindsay develops a tightly 
crafted argument for secularism—specifically, that in a 
religiously pluralistic society, a robust, thoroughgoing 
secularism is the only reliable means of preserving 
meaningful democracy and rights of conscience.

To Defend the 
Constitution: 
Religion, 
Conscientious 
Objection, 
Naturalization, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

The story of people who were denied citizenship 
because they were conscientious objectors to war and 
how they fought their battles in the Supreme Court.

That Godless 
Court? Supreme 
Court Decisions 
on Church-State 
Relationships

Ronald 
Flowers

The "religious clause" of the First Amendment, 
seemingly simple and clear, has been and continues to 
be controversial in its application. In this book, Flowers 
explains the Court's thinking, clarifying for readers the 
decisions that have been built on or that have altered 
previous positions.

The Majesty of 
the Law: 
Reflections of a 
Supreme Court 
Justice

Sandra 
Day 
O'Conn
or

Not about church and state, but a readable introduction 
to the Supreme Court, its procedures and some of the 
issues it faces. 

God's Profits: 
Faith, Fraud and 
the Republican 
Crusade for 
Values Voters

Sarah 
Posner

Keenly observed and meticulously reported, "God's 
Profits" examines the unholy alliance between a new 
breed of corrupt televangelists and the Republican 
Party, which is eagerly courting "values voters" in the 
nation's largest megachurches. Author Sarah Posner 
exposes the activities of Kenneth Copeland, John 
Hagee, Rod Parsley, T.D. Jakes, and other politically 
connected, skillfully marketed, and increasingly 
influential religious leaders. Preaching the "prosperity 
gospel"???the notion that faith and tithing alone can 
ensure financial security???both in their churches and 
over the airwaves, these charismatic leaders scam the 
gullible even as they enjoy unprecedented access to 
top Bush Administration officials. 

Sexual 
Orientation and 
Human Rights in 
American 
Religious 
Discourse

Saul M. 
Olyan & 
Martha 
C. 
Nussba
um

Sexual orientation is a topic of intense debate within 
America's religious traditions. These discussions have 
had a significant impact on the formation of public 
policy, as speakers who locate themselves squarely 
within religious traditions have articulated positions on 
both sides in recent arguments concerning gays in the 
military, civil rights protections for gays and lesbians, 
gay marriage, parenting and foster parenting, and 
benefits for partners of gay and lesbian employees of 
major corporations and institutions. This volume, which 
stems from a 1995 conference at Brown University, 
aims to promote both academic and public 
understanding of the different positions that exist on 
sexual orientation and its public policy dimensions 
within four major American religious traditions. Writers 
from within the Jewish community, the Roman Catholic 
church, Mainline Protestant churches, and African-
American churches explore the history and tradition of 
their communities on same-sex orientation, discuss the 
moral stance they advocate, and consider the legal 
and public policy implications of that stance. For each 
of these traditions, two opposing views are 
represented, and a respondent frames the issue in a 
larger context. The book concludes with essays by 
Michael McConnell and Andrew Koppelman exploring 
how our society might find a modus vivendi in a state 
position of neutrality on the moral status of 
homosexuality.

Attack of the 
Theocrats! How 
the Religious 
Right Harms Us 
All- And What We 
Can Do About It

Sean 
Fairclot
h

At no time in American history has the United States 
had such a high percentage of theocratic members of 
Congress--those who expressly endorse religious bias 
in law. Just as ominously, at no other time have 
religious fundamentalists effectively had veto power 
over one of the country's two major political parties. As 
Sean Faircloth argues, this has led to the crumbling of 
the country's most cherished founding principle--the 
wall separating church and state--and presages even 
more crumbling.

Ellery's Protest: 
How One Young 
Man Defied 
Tradition and 
Sparked the 
Battle Over 
School Prayer

Stephen 
D. 
Solomo
n

Tells the fascinating personal and legal drama of the 
Schempp case: the family’s struggle against the ugly 
reactions of neighbors, and the impassioned courtroom 
clashes as brilliant lawyers on both sides argued about 
the meaning of religious freedom. But Schempp was 
not the only case challenging religious exercises in the 
schools at the time, and Ellery’s Protest describes the 
race to the Supreme Court among the attorneys for 
four such cases. Solomon also explores the political, 
cultural, and religious roots of the controversy. 

The Bible, The 
School and the 
Constitution: The 
Clash that 
Shaped Modern 
Church-State 
Doctrine

Steven 
K. 
Green

Draws attention to an often overlooked nineteenth 
century that remains relevant to today's church-state 
debate
Offers historical as well as legal perspectives on a 
crucial episode in American history
Extensively documented from primary sources

Freethinkers: A 
History of 
American 
Secularism

Susan 
Jacoby

At a time when the separation of church and state is 
under attack as never before, Freethinkers offers a 
powerful defense of the secularist heritage that gave 
Americans the first government in the world founded 
not on the authority of religion but on the bedrock of 
human reason. In impassioned, elegant prose, 
celebrated author Susan Jacoby traces more than two 
hundred years of secularist activism, beginning with 
the fierce debate over the omission of God from the 
Constitution. Moving from nineteenth-century 
abolitionism and suffragism through the twentieth 
century's civil liberties, civil rights, and feminist 
movements, Freethinkersilluminates the neglected 
achievements of secularists who, allied with tolerant 
believers, have led the battle for reform in the past and 
today.

The Age of 
American 
Unreason

Susan 
Jacoby

A cultural history of the last forty years, The Age of 
American Unreason focuses on the convergence of 
social forces-usually treated as separate entities-that 
has created a perfect storm of anti-rationalism. These 
include the upsurge of religious fundamentalism, with 
more political power today than ever before; the failure 
of public education to create an informed citizenry; and 
the triumph of video over print culture. Sparing neither 
the right nor the left, Jacoby asserts that Americans 
today have embraced a universe of “junk thought” that 
makes almost no effort to separate fact from opinion.

The First 
Freedoms: 
Church and State 
in America to the 
Passage of the 
First Amendment

Thomas 
Curry

Is government forbidden to assist all religions equally, 
as the Supreme Court has held? Or does the First 
Amendment merely ban exclusive aid to one religion, 
as critics of the Court assert? The First Freedoms 
studies the church-state context of colonial and 
revolutionary America to present a bold new reading of 
the historical meaning of the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment. Synthesizing and interpreting a 
wealth of evidence from the founding of Virginia to the 
passage of the Bill of Rights, including everything 
published in America before 1791, Thomas Curry 
traces America's developing ideas on religious liberty 
and offers the most extensive investigation ever of the 
historical origins and background of the First 
Amendment's religion clauses.

The Age of 
Reason

Thomas 
Paine

Of all the tyrannies that affect mankind, tyranny in 
religion is the worst," declared Thomas Paine, adding, 
"every other species of tyranny is limited to the world 
we live in; but this attempts to stride beyond the grave, 
and seeks to pursue us into eternity." Paine's years of 
study and reflection on the role of religion in society 
culminated with his final work, The Age of Reason. 
This coolly reasoned polemic influenced religious 
thinking throughout the world at the dawn of the 
nineteenth century, and its resonance remains 
undiminished by time.
The selfsame humanist and egalitarian views that 
made Paine a popular figure of the American 
Revolution brought him into frequent conflict with 
political authorities. Parts of The Age of Reason were 
written in a French jail, where Paine was confined for 
his opposition to the execution of Louis XVI. An atack 
on revealed religion from the deist point of view — 
embodied by Paine's credo, "I believe in one God, and 
no more" — this work undertakes a hitherto unheard-of 
approach to Bible study. Its critical and objective 
examination of Old and New Testatments cites 
nemerous contradictions as evidence against literal 
interpretations of the text. Well articulated and 
eminently readable, The Age of Reason is a classic of 
free thought.

Founding Faith: 
Providence, 
Politics, and the 
Birth of Religious 
Freedom in 
America

Waldma
n, 
Steven

Waldman lays out the debate between the 
accommodationists and separationists and then details 
the activities and beliefs of the Founding Fathers to 
see who of the contemporary disputants is right. He 
comes down in favor of the separationists, but he is fair 
to each side and helps the student understand the 
nature of the debate and where it comes from. 

The First Liberty, 
Religion and the 
American 
Republic

William 
Lee 
Miller

Though many claim the United States to be a 
"Christian Nation," Miller provides a fascinatingly vivid 
account of the philosophical skirmishes and political 
machinations that led to the "wall of separation" 
between church and state. That famous phrase is 
Jefferson's, though it does not appear in the 
Declaration of Independence nor in the Constitution. 
But Miller follows this seminal idea from three great 
standard-bearers of religious liberty: Jefferson, 
Madison, and Roger Williams. Jefferson, who wrote 
the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, the 
precursor of the First Amendment of the Constitution; 
James Madison, who was politically responsible for 
Virginia's acceptance of religious liberty and who, a 
few years later, helped draft the Bill of Rights; and the 
even earlier figure, the radical dissenter Roger 
Williams, who propounded the idea of religious 
freedom not as a rational secularist but out of a deeply 
held spiritual faith. 

Church and State 
in American 
History, 3rd 
Edition

Wilson, 
John F. 
and 
Donald 
L. 
Drakem
an

Presents chronologically-organized chapters that 
include selections from documents like colonial 
charters, opinions of the Supreme Court and salient 
legislation, along with contemporary commentary, and 
incisive interpretations of the issues by modern 
scholars. Figures as divergent as John Winthrop, John 
F. Kennedy, and Sandra Day O’Connor speak from 
these pages as directly as Paul Blanshard, Leon 
Higginbotham, John Courtney Murray, and Robert 
Bellah. Church and State in American History 
addresses the difficult relationships among the political 
and religious structures of our society and the 
emergence of an American solution to the church-state 
problem.



Title Author Description
Visions of 
Reality- What 
Fundamentalist 
Schools Teach

Albert J. 
Menend
ez

Although a majority of Americans have repeatedly 
shown in referendum elections and opinion polls that 
they oppose tax support for nonpublic schools, 
fundamentalist leaders and their political lobbies are 
putting increasing pressure on Congress and state 
legislatures to compel taxpayers to support sectarian 
private schools through "vouchers" or "tuition tax 
credits," under the deceptive banner of "school 
choice." Albert J. Menendez has carefully examined 
the most widely used history, English, and science 
textbooks in fundamentalist private schools. He 
documents the fact that these schools promote 
prejudice against people of other faiths, distort history, 
derogate our literary heritage, cast science in a bad 
light, and otherwise indoctrinate children with "visions 
of reality" that are incompatible with public tax support.

Religion and the 
Public Schools

Anne 
Marie 
Lofaso

Religion in the Public Schools: A Road Map for 
Avoiding Lawsuits and Respecting Parents’ Legal 
Rights is designed to help. This handy 129-page book, 
written by Associate Professor of Law Anne Marie 
Lofaso of West Virginia University, examines what the 
courts have said about many religion-in-school 
controversies and provides clear, concise answers to 
common questions. Fully referenced and 
footnoted, Religion in the Public Schools is the perfect 
guide for anyone seeking to better navigate the 
intersection between religion and public education.

Why We Still 
Need Public 
Schools

Art Must 
Jr.

Two cornerstones of American democracy - separation 
of church and state, and public schools - are under 
increasing attack. As this collection of essays, written 
by some of America's leading educators, political 
figures, and advocates of religious liberty shows, 
universal public education and the separation of 
church and state are related. The eminent contributors 
to this book argue that we need to defend both 
institutions against increasing onslaughts by the 
Religious Right and other self-proclaimed arbiters of 
societal behavior, who seek to dictate public policy and 
who are labeling the public schools themselves as 
"immoral" institutions. At issue here is not whether 
public schools need to be improved. It is assumed that 
improvement is necessary.

Piety & Politics: 
The Right Wing 
Assault on 
Religious 
Freedom

Barry 
Lynn

In the wake of the 2004 presidential election, the 
Religious Right insisted that George Bush had been 
handed a mandate for an ideology-based social 
agenda, including the passage of a “marriage 
amendment” to ban same-sex unions, diversion of tax 
money to religious groups through “faith-based 
initiatives,” the teaching of creationism in public 
schools, and restrictions on abortion. Led by an 
aggressive band of television preachers and extremist 
radio personalities, the Religious Right set its sights on 
demolishing the wall of separation between church and 
state. The Reverend Barry Lynn is a devout Christian, 
but he argues that politicians need to stop looking to 
the Bible to justify their actions and should consult 
another source instead: the U.S. Constitution. 

First Freedom 
First: A Citizen's 
Guide to 
Protecting 
Religious Liberty 
and Separation of 
Church and State

Barry 
Lynn & 
C. 
Welton 
Gaddy

The United States is the most religiously diverse nation 
in the world, due in large part to the clauses of the First 
Amendment that guarantee freedom for and from 
religion. But as we debate displaying Christmas trees 
at city hall and the Ten Commandments in the 
courthouse, we must ask: in what other ways is our 
religious liberty being compromised. In First Freedom 
First, with clear language and recognizable examples, 
two of the most trusted voices on church-state 
separation address head-on the many areas where 
religion and politics overlap, with consequences for all 
Americans.

The Right to 
Religious Liberty: 
The Basic ACLU 
Guide to 
Religious Rights

Barry 
Lynn, 
Marc D. 
Stern, 
and 
Oliver 
S. 
Thomas

This revised and updated edition of The Right to 
Religious Liberty sets forth an individual’s religious 
rights under present law, offering suggestions as to 
how they can be preserved and protected. (A bit 
dated-1995- but otherwise a good resource)

  Journal of 
Church and State

Baylor 
Universi
ty

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Pray the Gay 
Away: The 
Extraordinary 
Lives of Bible 
Belt Gays

Bernade
tte 
Barton

While some areas of the Unites States have made 
tremendous progress in securing rights for gay people, 
Bible Belt states lag behind. In Pray the Gay Away, 
Bernadette Barton argues that conventions of small 
town life, rules which govern Southern manners, and 
the power wielded by Christian institutions serve as a 
foundation for both passive and active homophobia in 
the Bible Belt. She explores how conservative 
Christian ideology reproduces homophobic attitudes 
and shares how Bible Belt gays negotiate these 
attitudes in their daily lives. Drawing on the remarkable 
stories of Bible Belt gays, Barton brings to the fore 
their thoughts, experiences and hard-won insights to 
explore the front lines of our national culture war over 
marriage, family, hate crimes, and equal rights. 

To Serve God 
and Wal-Mart: 
The Making of 
Christian Free 
Enterprise

Bethany 
Ellen 
Moreton

In the decades after World War II, evangelical 
Christianity nourished America’s devotion to free 
markets, free trade, and free enterprise. The history of 
Wal-Mart uncovers a complex network that united Sun 
Belt entrepreneurs, evangelical employees, Christian 
business students, overseas missionaries, and free-
market activists. Through the stories of people linked 
by the world’s largest corporation, Bethany Moreton 
shows how a Christian service ethos powered 
capitalism at home and abroad.

Moral Minority: 
Our Skeptical 
Founding Fathers

Brooke 
Allen

In her lively refutation of modern claims about 
America's religious origins, Brooke Allen looks back at 
the late eighteenth century and shows decisively that 
the United States was founded not on Christian 
principles at all but on Enlightenment ideas. Moral 
Minority presents a powerful case that the unique legal 
framework the Founding Fathers created was 
designed according to the humanist ideals of 
Enlightenment thinkers: God entered the picture only 
as a very minor player, and Jesus Christ was 
conspicuous by his absence. The guiding spirit of the 
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. 
Constitution, Ms. Allen explains, was not Jesus Christ 
but John Locke. In direct and accessible prose, she 
provides fascinating chapters on the religious lives of 
the six men she considers the key Founding Fathers: 
Franklin, Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, and Hamilton. Far from being the 
conventional pious Christians we too often imagine, 
these men were skeptical intellectuals, in some cases 
not even Christians at all.

The Battle over 
School Prayer: 
How Engel v. 
Vitale Changed 
America

Bruce J. 
Dierenfi
eld

Bruce Dierenfield has written a concise and readable 
guide to the first and still most important case that 
addressed the constitutionality of prayer in public 
schools. The 22-word recitation in a Long Island school 
that was challenged in Engel v. Vitale was hardly 
denominational not even overtly Christian but a handful 
of parents saw it as a violation of the First 
Amendment's proscription again the establishment of 
religion. The case forced the Supreme Court to take a 
stand on Jefferson's "wall of separation" between 
church and state. When it did so, the Court declared 
that by endorsing the prayer recitation no matter how 
brief, non-denominational, or voluntary the Long Island 
school board had unconstitutionally approved the 
establishment of religion in school. Writing with 
impeccable fairness and sensitivity, Dierenfield sets his 
account of the Engel decision in the larger historical 
and political context, citing battles over a wide range of 
religious activities in public schools throughout 
American history. Through interviews with many of the 
participants, he also reveals the large price paid by the 
plaintiffs and their children, who were frequently 
harassed both during and after the trial. 

Religious 
Fundamentalisms 
and the Human 
Rights of Women

C. 
Howlan
d

Dialogue on the conflict between religious 
fundamentalism and women's rights is often stymied 
by an 'all or nothing' approach: fundamentalists claim 
of absolute religious freedom, while some feminists 
dismiss religion entirely as being so imbued with 
patriarchy as to be eternally opposed to women's 
rights. This ignores, though, the experiences of 
religious women who suffer under fundamentalism and 
fight to resist it, perceiving themselves to be at once 
religious and feminist. In Religious Fundamentalisms 
and the Human Rights of Women , Howland provides a 
forum for these different scholars, both religious and 
nonreligious, to meet and seek common ground in their 
fight against fundamentalism. Through an examination 
of international human rights, national law, grass roots 
activism, and theology, this volume explores the acute 
problems that contemporary fundamentalist 
movements pose for women's equality and liberty 
rights.

Liars for Jesus: 
The Religious 
Right's Alternate 
Version of 
American History

Chris 
Rodda

Liars for Jesus debunks many of the historical lies 
invented and used by the Christian nationalist history 
revisionists in their efforts to further their far right 
political agenda and destroy the wall of separation 
between church and state in America. Liars for Jesus 
is not a book about religion. It is a history book, 
presenting and fully documenting the true stories and 
historical facts that are distorted in the "Christian 
nation" pseudo-history promoted by the religious right.

Wrapped in the 
Flag

Claire 
Conner

Claire Conner’s award-winning memoir, Wrapped in 
the Flag (Beacon Press 2013, 2014) weaves her  
intimate personal stories with the history of the 1960s, 
70s, and 80s. She chronicles her parents’ obsession 
with radical right-wing politics embodied in the John 
Birch Society, the most powerful  anti-Communist, anti-
government, populist movement of the 20th century

Nonbeliever 
Nation: The Rise 
of Secular 
Americans

David 
Niose

Today, one in five Americans are nonbelievers―a 
rapidly growing group at a time when traditional 
Christian churches are dwindling in numbers. Still we 
see almost none of them openly serving in elected 
office, while many others continue to loudly proclaim 
the falsehood of America as a Christian nation. David 
Niose calls for nonreligious Americans from all 
backgrounds to step out of the shadows and signal 
their opposition to the long-dominant Religious Right. 
Exploring all the hot-button issues that divide the 
country―from gay marriage to education policy to 
contentious church-state battles―he shows how 
Secular Americans―a group comprised not just of 
atheists and agnostics, but lapsed Catholics, secular 
Jews, and millions of others who have walked away 
from organized religion―are mobilizing and forming 
groups all over the country (even atheist clubs in Bible-
belt high schools) to challenge the exaltation of religion 
in American politics and public life. 

Original Intent: 
Chief Justice 
Rehnquist and 
the Course of 
American 
Church/State 
Relations

Derek 
Davis

Contemporary debate in the area of church/state 
relations centers around the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment: "Congress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of religion [the 
Establishment Clause] or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof [the Free Exercise Clause]." Original Intent is a 
readable and objective summary of the views of Chief 
Justice Rehnquist and an enlightening treatise on the 
future of church/state relations in America.

Roger Williams: 
Prophet of Liberty

Edwin 
C. 
Gaustad

Roger Williams chronicles the life of one of the most 
remarkable forefathers in American history. A true 
revolutionary, this devout Puritan championed Native 
American rights; wrote treatises on equal rights, flag 
desecration, and the separation of church and state; 
established the first American settlement based on 
total religious toleration--and he lived more than a 
century before independence, when America was still a 
vast wilderness! Williams went on to adopt adult 
baptism and founded the first Baptist church in 
America. He became president of Rhode Island colony 
in 1654, served as captain in the defense of 
Providence during King Philip's War, and continued to 
write and preach passionately for religious tolerance 
and Native American rights until his death in 1683.

Proclaim Liberty 
Throughout the 
Land: A History of 
Church and State 
in America

Edwin 
Gaustad

In this volume, one of the most distinguished scholars 
of American religious history traces the complicated 
relationship of church and state from the early colonial 
period, through the unique American experiment in 
religious liberty after the Revolution, to the ongoing 
debate over religious issues in our schools and 
communities. Edwin Gaustad relates entertaining and 
edifying accounts of headline-grabbing court trials 
involving polygamy, witchcraft, and church taxation. He 
quotes moving passages from the speeches and 
writings of American Presidents and Supreme Court 
justices to prove that, to paraphrase Michelangelo, 
"religious liberty is made up of a series of trifles, but 
religious liberty is no trifle."

Faith of the 
Founders: 
Religion and the 
New Nation, 
1776-1826

Edwin 
S. 
Gaustad

Edwin Gaustad provides a careful consideration of the 
developing relationship between religion and the state 
after the American Revolution. With concise focus on 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, 
George Washington, and John Adams, Gaustad 
identifies seven varying―sometimes 
contrary―perspectives on religion that guided the 
nation's founders. Faith of the Founders shows how 
these figures possessed an intuitive understanding of 
religion that helped nourish a young country. This brief 
but insightful book offers a look into the founding 
fathers' genius―and points to a way forward through 
the ideological boundaries that threaten to upend the 
daily doings of American government today.

With God on 
Their Side: How 
Christian 
Fundamentalists 
Trampled 
Science, Policy 
and Democracy 
in George W. 
Bush's White 
House

Esther 
Kaplan

When asked which single issue most affected their 
vote in the last presidential election, more than one in 
five Americans said “moral values”—and 78 percent of 
these voters chose to reelect President George W. 
Bush. As Esther Kaplan shows in her richly detailed 
investigation, it’s no wonder the Christian right voted 
for Bush in droves—their loyal support in 2000 
produced fantastic results. While organizations that 
offer abortion counseling and services or help to 
prevent HIV see their funds cut, church groups receive 
millions in federal dollars to promote sexual abstinence 
and marriage (provided, of course, it is heterosexual). 
Bush has appointed a Christian right dream team to 
the federal courts, dedicated to tearing down what one 
such judge calls “the so-called separation of church 
and state. Religious zeal even shapes Bush’s foreign 
policy, as Christian belief in the end times spurs the 
administration’s support for hard-line policies in Israel.

Evolution vs. 
Creationism

Eugenie 
C. Scott

More than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the 
debate over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.

The Separation 
of Church and 
State: Writings on 
a Fundamental 
Freedom by 
America's 
Founders

Forrest 
Church

A primer of essential writings about one of the 
cornerstones of our democracy by the original authors 
of the Constitution, edited by preeminant liberal 
theologian Forrest Church. Americans will never stop 
debating the question of church-state separation, and 
such debates invariably lead back to the nation’s 
beginnings and the founders’ intent. The Separation of 
Church and State presents a basic collection of the 
founders’ teachings on this topic. This concise primer 
gets past the rhetoric that surrounds the current 
debate, placing the founders’ vivid writings on religious 
liberty in historical perspective. Edited and with running 
commentary by Forrest Church, this important 
collection informs anyone curious about the original 
blueprint for our country and its government.

Separation of 
Church and 
State: Founding 
Principle of 
Religious Liberty

Frank 
Lambert

Frank Lambert tackles the central claims of the 
Religious Right "historians" who insist that America 
was conceived as a "Christian State," that modern-day 
"liberals" and "secularists" have distorted and/or 
ignored the place of religion in American history, and 
that the phrase "the separation of church and state" 
does not appear in any of the founding documents and 
is, therefore, a myth created by the Left. He discusses 
what separates "bad" history from "good" history, and 
concludes that the self-styled "historians" of the 
Religious Right create a "useful past" that enlists the 
nation's founders on behalf of present-day 
conservative religious and political causes. The result 
of a politicized religious history exposes the Religious 
Right "history" as fabrications and half-truths. In fact, 
one of the foundational principles of the Constitution is 
that of separation as the key to safeguarding freedom: 
separation of powers, separation of federal and state 
governments, and separation of church and state.

Religious 
Expression and 
the American 
Constitution

Frankly
n 
Haiman

In the current environment and fervor for “homeland 
security,” personal freedoms in exchange for security 
are coming under more scrutiny. Among these 
guaranteed freedoms are the protection of religious 
expression given by the U.S. Constitution and the 
constitutional prohibitions against behaviors that 
violate the separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.

Eternal Hostility: 
The Struggle 
Between 
Theocracy and 
Democracy

Frederic
k 
Clarkso
n

What is behind the violence against abortion clinics, 
attacks on gays and lesbians and the growing power of 
the religious right? Frederick Clarkson makes it clear 
that beyond the bombers and assassins who 
sometimes make news, is a growing, if not well 
understood, movement that encompasses Pat 
Robertson's Christian Coalition, the Unification Church 
of Sun Myung Moon and the Promise Keepers--the 
lead agency of the so-called Christian men's 
movement. Clarkson exposes the wild card of the 
"theology of vigilantism" which urges the enforcement 
of "God's law" and argues for fundamentalist revolution 
against constitutional democracy. 

Setting the 
Record Straight: 
Response to 
Misconceptions 
About Public 
Education in the 
US

Gerald 
Bracey

Gerald Bracey knows there are three kinds of lies in 
education policy: lies, damned lies, and the statistics 
that reactionary reformers tout as evidence in favor of 
dismantling our public schools. In this second and 
substantially updated edition of the hard-hitting Setting 
the Record Straight, Bracey goes toe-to-toe with the 
opponents of quality public education. You'll learn how 
to discredit them in your own discussions by using the 
very logic and statistical analyses they purport to have 
on their side. In this series of smart, forceful analyses, 
Bracey homes in on specific topics like vouchers, 
school funding, and comparisons to international test 
scores, themes around which agitators have created a 
host of mythological American school failures from the 
flimsiest of evidence. Each essay begins with a 
question you might commonly hear in conversation 
about these alleged shortcomings, to which Bracey 
provides a brief, sound- byte-ready rebuttal. Then he 
follows it up with a full-length explanation, replete with 
statistical data and talking points that fully support his 
assertions-and silence those who would undermine 
education with disinformation.

Not in Our 
Classrooms

Glenn 
Branch 
& 
Eugenie 
C. Scott

Where did the concept of intelligent design originate? 
How does it connect with, and conflict with, various 
religious beliefs? Should we teach the controversy 
itself in our science classrooms? In clear and lively 
essays, a team of experts answers these questions 
and many more, describing the history of the intelligent 
design movement and the lack of scientific support for 
its claims. Most importantly, the contributors—
authorities on the scientific, legal, educational, and 
theological problems of intelligent design-speak 
specifically to teachers and parents about the need to 
defend the integrity of science education by keeping 
intelligent design out of science curriculums. 

Lowering the 
Wall: Religion 
and the Supreme 
Court in the 
1980s

Gregg 
Ivers

Convinced that church-state law under the Supreme 
Court during the 1980s took "a giant-and unwelcome 
step--backward," Gregg Ivers's book explores the 
changing relationship between religion and the state. 
Those looking for a neutral account of this relationship 
should look elsewhere. This book, commissioned by 
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, is a liberal's 
response to use of the courts by "[r]eligious 
conservatives, encouraged by the election of Ronald 
Reagan," to create a "broad wave of conservative 
religious populism" in pursuit of school prayer, financial 
assistance for parochial institutions and equal access 
to public school facilities for student religious clubs.

The Oxford 
Companion to the 
Supreme Court of 
the United States

Hall, 
Kermit L

Not about church and state, but a great resource book 
on the Court.

The Journal of 
Law and Religion

Hamline 
Universi
ty Law 
School

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Religion on Trial: 
How Supreme 
Court Trends 
Threaten 
Freedom of 
Conscience in 
America

Hammo
nd, 
Philip 
E., 
David 
W. 
Machac
ek and 
Eric 
Michael 
Mazur

A powerful indictment of the current Supreme Court, 
arguing the regressive justices are not faithful to the 
Constitution and thereby endanger religious freedom.

The Godless 
Constitution: The 
Case Against 
Religious 
Correctness

Isaac 
Krammi
k & R. 
Lawrenc
e Moore

The Godless Constitution is an urgent and timely 
reexamination of the roots of church-state separation 
in American politics - and a ringing refutation of the 
misguided claims of the religious right. In this important 
polemic two distinguished scholars of American 
political ideas and religion refute this dangerous 
attempt to introduce what they term "religious 
correctness" into our politics, by reminding us that the 
absence of any mention of God in the Constitution was 
a conscious action on the framers' part, intended to 
prevent the bloody religious controversies that so 
marked European history. They also emphasize that 
church-state separation was seen as a guarantee of - 
not a hindrance to - religions liberty. Fully respecting 
the importance of religion in the public sphere, yet 
forthright in defining proper limits, The Godless 
Constitution offers a bracing return to the first 
principles of American democracy - and a guide to 
keeping them intact in the forthcoming presidential 
campaign.

Holy Hullabaloos: 
A Road Trip to 
the Battlegrounds 
of the Church-
State Wars

J. D. 
Wexler

After ten years spent riddling over the intricacies of 
church/state law from the ivory tower, law professor 
Jay Wexler decided it was high time to hit the road to 
learn what really happened in some of the most 
controversial Supreme Court cases involving this hot-
button issue. In Holy Hullabaloos, he takes us along for 
the ride, crossing the country to meet the people and 
visit the places responsible for landmark decisions in 
recent judicial history, from a high school football field 
where fans once recited prayers before kickoff to a 
Santeria church notorious for animal sacrifice, from a 
publicly funded Muslim school to a creationist 
museum. Wexler's no-holds-barred approach to 
investigating famous church/state brouhahas is as 
funny as it is informative.

Far Right 
Fantasy: A 
Sociology of 
American 
Religion and 
Politics

James 
Aho

Far-Right Fantasy is a straight-forward, jargon-free 
study of contemporary American right-wing extremism. 
The book addresses the strengths and weaknesses of 
the standard psycho-social-cultural explanations of far-
right activism. It shows how extremists are similar 
educationally and psychologically to their more 
conventional neighbors; that they get into the 
movement in the same way that others become peace 
activists or radical environmentalists, namely, through 
their ties with fellow workers and church-goers, family 
members, and classmates; and that their views are 
given a patina of certainty by being repeatedly 
corroborated within closed, non-contaminated 
communication systems. 

Religion and the 
State: Essays in 
Honor of Leo 
Pfeffer

James 
E. Wood 
Jr.

These essays examine major themes affecting religion 
and the state in a free society and the interaction of 
religion and world order. While concern is given to the 
historical and judicial context of the Establishment and 
Free Exercise Clauses of the First Amendment, special 
attention is given to contemporary church-state 
problems in American life. In addition, the volume 
analyzes alternatives to church-state relations outside 
the United States and freedom of religion in the 
international advance of human rights.

Supreme 
Conflict: The 
Inside Story of 
the Struggle for 
Control of the 
United States 
Supreme Court

Jan 
Crawfor
d 
Greenb
urg

Drawing on unprecedented access to the Supreme 
Court justices themselves and their inner circles, 
acclaimed ABC News legal correspondent Jan 
Crawford Greenburg offers an explosive newsbreaking 
account of one of the most momentous political 
watersheds in American history. From the series of 
Republican nominations that proved deeply frustrating 
to conservatives to the decades of bruising battles that 
led to the rise of Justices Roberts and Alito, this is the 
authoritative story of the conservative effort to shift the 
direction of the high court—a revelatory look at one of 
the central fronts of America's culture wars by one of 
the most widely respected experts on the subject.

The Nine: Inside 
the Secret World 
of the Supreme 
Court

Jeffrey 
Toobin

In The Nine, acclaimed journalist Jeffrey Toobin takes 
us into the chambers of the most important—and 
secret—legal body in our country, the Supreme Court, 
revealing the complex dynamic among the nine people 
who decide the law of the land. An institution at a 
moment of transition, the Court now stands at a crucial 
point, with major changes in store on such issues as 
abortion, civil rights, and church-state relations. Based 
on exclusive interviews with the justices and with a 
keen sense of the Court’s history and the trajectory of 
its future, Jeffrey Toobin creates in The Nine a riveting 
story of one of the most important forces in American 
life today. (2008)

Roger Williams 
and the Creation 
of the American 
Soul: Church, 
State and the 
Birth of Liberty

John M. 
Barry

For four hundred years, Americans have wrestled with 
and fought over two concepts that define the nature of 
the nation: the proper relation between church and 
state and between a free individual and the state. 
These debates began with the extraordinary thought 
and struggles of Roger Williams, who had an 
unparalleled understanding of the conflict between a 
government that justified itself by "reason of state"-i.e. 
national security-and its perceived "will of God" and the 
"ancient rights and liberties" of individuals. Acclaimed 
historian John M. Barry explores the development of 
these fundamental ideas through the story of the man 
who was the first to link religious freedom to individual 
liberty, and who created in America the first 
government and society on earth informed by those 
beliefs. 

Religious Liberty 
and the Secular 
State

John M. 
Swomle
y

This book exposes the Supreme Court's erosion of the 
Establishment Clause while emphasizing the Free 
Exercise Clause. Swomley also explores civil religion, 
secular humanism, and the current counter-revolution 
against separation of church and state led by some 
religious and political conservatives who would profit 
from government aid. He also lists the benefits 
churches would realize under a secular government.

Religion and the 
American 
Constitutional 
Experiment: 
Essential Rights 
and Liberties

John 
Witte, 
Jr.

The third edition of this classic book provides a 
comprehensive, multidisciplinary overview of the 
history, theory, law, and comparative analysis of 
American religious liberty from the earliest colonial 
period through the most recent Supreme Court cases. 
The authors present balanced, accessible discussions 
of controversial issues, such as funding religious 
schools and charities and displaying religious symbols 
on government property. 

The Last 
Freedom: 
Religion from the 
Public School to 
the Public Square

Joseph 
P.Vitterit
i

The presidency of George W. Bush has polarized the 
church-state debate as never before. The Far Right 
has been emboldened to use religion to govern, while 
the Far Left has redoubled its efforts to evict religion 
from public life entirely. In The Last Freedom, Joseph 
Viteritti argues that there is a basic tension between 
religion and democracy because religion often rejects 
compromise as a matter of principle while democracy 
requires compromise to thrive. Viteritti argues that 
Americans must guard against debasing politics with 
either antireligious bigotry or religious zealotry. 
Drawing on politics, history, and law, he defines a new 
approach to the church-state question that protects the 
religious and the secular alike. Challenging much 
conventional opinion, Viteritti argues that the courts 
have failed to adequately protect religious minorities, 
that the rights of the religious are under greater threat 
than those of the secular, and that democracy exacts 
greater compromises and sacrifices from the religious 
than it does from the secular.

The Good News 
Club: The 
Christian Right's 
Stealth Assault 
on America's 
Children

Katherin
e 
Stewart

In 2009, the Good News Club came to the public 
elementary school where journalist Katherine Stewart 
sent her children. The Club, which is sponsored by the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, bills itself as an after-
school program of “Bible study.” But Stewart soon 
discovered that the Club’s real mission is to convert 
children to fundamentalist Christianity and encourage 
them to proselytize to their “unchurched” peers, all the 
while promoting the natural but false impression 
among the children that its activities are endorsed by 
the school. Astonished to discover that the U.S. 
Supreme Court has deemed this—and other forms of 
religious activity in public schools—legal, Stewart set 
off on an investigative journey to dozens of cities and 
towns across the nation to document the impact. In this 
book she demonstrates that there is more religion in 
America’s public schools today than there has been for 
the past 100 years. The movement driving this agenda 
is stealthy. It is aggressive. It has our children in its 
sights. And its ultimate aim is to destroy the system of 
public education as we know it.

American 
Theocracy: The 
Peril and Politics 
of Radical 
Religion, Oil, and 
Borrowed Money 
in the 21st 
Century

Kevin 
Phillips

Phillips takes an uncompromising view of the current 
age of global overreach, fundamentalist religion, 
diminishing resources, and ballooning debt under the 
GOP majority. With an eye to the past and a searing 
vision of the future, Phillips confirms what too many 
Americans are still unwilling to admit about the depth 
of our misgovernment.

The 
Fundamentals of 
Extremism: The 
Christian Right in 
America

Kimberl
y Blaker

The politics, educational policies, and social values 
perpetuated by Christian fundamentalists are exposed 
in this critical perspective on the religious right's role in 
American society. Statistics and studies of the 
movement are offered that provide insight into the 
causes and characteristics of fundamentalism and its 
effects on minority groups including women, children, 
African Americans, gays, and lesbians. Essays from a 
variety of authors consider the path to theocracy, the 
effect of the theology of inerrancy on politics, and the 
state of fundamentalism in the United States after the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Creationism on 
Trial: Evolution 
and God at Little 
Rock

Langdo
n Gilkey

Creationism on Trial is Gilkey's blow-by-blow account 
of his experiences as a witness for the ACLU at the 
1981 creationist trial in Little Rock, AR.

The Devil in 
Dover: An 
Insider's Story of 
Dogma v. Darwin 
in Small Town 
America

Lauri 
Lebo

Local newspaper reporter Lauri Lebo was handed the 
story of a lifetime when the Dover (Pennsylvania) 
School Board adopted a measure to require its ninth-
grade biology students to learn about intelligent 
design. In a case that recalled the famed 1925 Scopes 
“monkey” trial and made international headlines, 
eleven parents sued the school board. When the case 
wound up in federal court before a George W. Bush–
appointed judge, Lebo had a front-row seat. Lebo 
skillfully probes the compelling background of the 
case, introducing us to the plaintiffs, the defendants, 
the lawyers, and a parade of witnesses, along with 
Judge John E. Jones, who would eventually condemn 
the school board’s decision as one of “breathtaking 
inanity.” With the antievolution battle having moved to 
the state level—and the recent passage of state 
legislation that protects the right of schools to teach 
alternatives to evolution—the story will continue to be 
relevant for years to come.

Religion, State 
and the Burger 
Court

Leo 
Pfeffer

In Religion, State and the Burger Court, Leo Pfeffer, 
the leading authority on church/state law, presents a 
trenchant analysis of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court under Chief Justice Warren E. Burger, focusing 
on the Court's interpretation of the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments. These amendments that guarantee the 
separation of church and state and the free exercise of 
religion are fundamental to the unique character of 
democracy as it exists in the United States. However, 
the distinction between affairs of state and the 
concerns of organized religion has become blurred.

The 
Establishment 
Clause, Religion 
and the First 
Amendment

Leonard 
W. Levy

Leonard Levy's classic work examines the 
circumstances that led to the writing of the 
establishment clause of the First Amendment: 
'Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion. . . .' He argues that, contrary 
to popular belief, the framers of the Constitution 
intended to prohibit government aid to religion even on 
an impartial basis. He thus refutes the view of 
'nonpreferentialists,' who interpret the clause as 
allowing such aid provided that the assistance is not 
restricted to a preferred church. For this new edition, 
Levy has added to his original arguments and 
incorporated much new material, including an analysis 
of Jefferson's ideas on the relationship between church 
and state and a discussion of the establishment clause 
cases brought before the Supreme Court since the 
book was originally published in 1986.

God vs The 
Gavel: Religion 
and the Rule of 
Law

Marci 
Hamilto
n

God vs. the Gavel challenges the pervasive 
assumption that all religious conduct deserves 
constitutional protection. While religious conduct 
provides many benefits to society, it is not always 
benign. The thesis of the book is that anyone who 
harms another person should be governed by the laws 
that govern everyone else - and truth be told, religion is 
capable of great harm.

The Search for 
Christian America

Mark 
Noll., 
Nathan 
O. 
Hatch 
and 
George 
M. 
Marsde
n

The Search for Christian America" explores key 
questions raised by the movement asserting the 
Christian heritage of the U.S. and calling for its 
recovery. Through careful historical and contemporary 
analysis, the authors address such issues as: how 
much Christian action is required to make a whole 
society Christian; Puritan New England as case study; 
Christian principles vs. baptised ideology in the 
Revolutionary period; the stumbling block of incorrect 
views of America's history for effective Christian 
involvement in critical public issues; the relationship of 
Christian convictions to political or social agendas; 
learning to think historically as a guard against 
shortsighted or simplistic approaches.

The Myth of 
Christian 
America: What 
You Need to 
Know About the 
Separation of 
Church and State

Mark 
Weldon 
Whitten

Written in an accessible, popular style, Whitten 
provides sound scholarship in defense of the 
exposition of constitutional church-state separation.

Liberty and 
Conscience

Martha 
Nussba
um

The respect for religious difference has formed the 
bedrock of our nation and made equality possible. Yet 
today we are told that “moral values”—code for a 
government shaped by religious concerns—must be 
the keystone of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.

A Wall of 
Separation? 
Debating the 
Public Role of 
Religion

Mary C. 
Segers 
& Ted 
G. Jelen

Should the wall of separation between church and 
state be permeable or inviolable? This question has 
been hotly contested since the nation's founding and 
contentious debates persist today. With a collection of 
the most significant documents and an introduction by 
Clarke E. Cochran that provides the historical context 
of the debate, prominent scholars Mary Segers and 
Ted Jelen debate the impact of organized religion on 
the democratic process, examine its influence on 
political discourse, and discuss its significance for the 
creation of public policy. The authors illuminate the 
constitutional implications of using religion to cultivate 
public morality and discuss the complexities of creating 
a civic-minded citizenry in a pluralistic society.

Religious 
Freedom and the 
Supreme Court

Melissa 
Rogers, 
and 
Steven 
K. 
Green

A completely recast, updated, version of Robert T. 
Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward Benevolent 
Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme Court, 
listed belowA completely recast, updated, version of 
Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward 
Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme 
Court, listed belowA completely recast, updated, 
version of Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, 
Toward Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the 
Supreme Court, listed below

That's Not What 
They Meant! 
Reclaiming 
America's 
Founding Fathers 
from the Right 
Wing

Michael 
Austin

 In That's Not What They Meant! Professor Michael 
Austin examines dozens of books, articles, speeches, 
and radio broadcasts by such figures as Glenn Beck, 
Mark Levin, Sean Hannity, Larry Schweikart, and 
David Barton to expose the deep historical flaws in 
their use of America's founding history. In contrast to 
their misleading method of citing proof texts to serve a 
narrow agenda, Austin allows the Founding Fathers to 
speak for themselves, situating all quotations in the 
proper historical context. What emerges is a true 
historical picture of men who often disagreed with one 
another on such crucial issues as federal power, 
judicial review, and the separation of church and state. 
As Austin shows, the real legacy of the Founding 
Fathers to us is a political process: a system of 
disagreement, debate, and compromise that has kept 
democracy vibrant in America for more than two 
hundred years. Austin's carefully researched and 
rigorously argued book is essential reading for anyone 
seeking the accurate historical background to many of 
the hot-button political debates of today.

The Religious 
Roots of the First 
Amendment: 
Dissenting 
Protestants and 
the Separation of 
Church and State

Nichola
s P. 
Miller

Traditional understandings of the genesis of the 
separation of church and state rest on assumptions 
about "Enlightenment" and the republican ethos of 
citizenship. In The Religious Roots of the First 
Amendment, Nicholas P. Miller does not seek to 
dislodge that interpretation but to augment and enrich 
it by recovering its cultural and discursive religious 
contexts--specifically the discourse of Protestant 
dissent. He argues that commitments by certain 
dissenting Protestants to the right of private judgment 
in matters of Biblical interpretation, an outgrowth of the 
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, helped 
promote religious disestablishment in the early modern 
West. Miller shows that the separation of church and 
state can be read, most persuasively, as the triumph of 
a particular strand of Protestant nonconformity-that 
which stretched back to the Puritan separatist and the 
Restoration sects, rather than to those, like 
Presbyterians, who sought to replace the "wrong" 
church establishment with their own, "right" one. 

The Creator in 
the Courtroom: 
"Scopes II": The 
1981 Arkansas 
Creation-
Evolution Trial

Norman 
Geisler

Written by a creationist, this book is an account of the 
Scopes trial from that perspective, and argues that the 
judge in the case was prejudiced agains creationism 
from the very beginning. 

Storm Center: 
The Supreme 
Court in 
American Politics

O’Brien, 
David M

A terrific introduction to the history and particularly the 
workings of the Supreme Court, although it has very 
little specifically about church and state

God on Trial: 
Dispatches from 
America's 
Religious 
Battlefields

Peter 
Irons

Over the past two decades, federal courts have 
become contentious battlefields in America's growing 
religious wars. Since 1989, five momentous court 
cases have divided communities and the nation. Peter 
Irons, a noted constitutional scholar, lawyer, and author 
of the bestselling May It Please the Court, delivers a 
compelling narrative accompanied by first-person 
accounts from both sides of the fight in these historic 
cases. 

Living the 
Secular Life

Phil 
Zucker
man

Drawing on innovative sociological research, Living the 
Secular Life illuminates this demographic shift with the 
moral convictions that govern secular individuals, 
offering crucial information for the religious and 
nonreligious alike. Living the Secular Life reveals that, 
despite opinions to the contrary, nonreligious 
Americans possess a unique moral code that allows 
them to effectively navigate the complexities of modern 
life. Spiritual self-reliance, clear-eyed pragmatism, and 
an abiding faith in the Golden Rule to adjudicate moral 
decisions: these common principles are shared across 
secular society. Living the Secular Life demonstrates 
these principles in action and points to their usage 
throughout daily life.

Thy Kingdom 
Come: How the 
Religious Right 
Distorts Faith and 
Threatens 
America

Randall 
Balmer

For much of American history, evangelicalism was 
aligned with progressive political causes-the abolition 
of slavery, universal suffrage, and public education. 
But contemporary conservative activists have 
defaulted on this majestic legacy, embracing instead 
an agenda virtually indistinguishable from the 
Republican Party platform. How has evangelical 
Christianity become so entrenched in partisan politics? 
Randall Balmer, an evangelical Christian and a 
historian of American religion, deftly combines 
ethnographic research, theological reflections, and 
historical context to examine the nature of the 
Religious Right today-and offers a rallying cry for 
liberal Christians to reclaim the noble traditions of their 
faith.

First Freedom: 
The Fight for 
Religious Liberty

Randall 
Balmer, 
Lee 
Grogerg 
& Mark 
Mabry

In the sweltering summer of 1789, James Madison 
penned sixteen words in spare prose that became the 
First Amendment to the United States Constitution. 
Herein the founding fathers of a young government 
pledged separation of church and state, thus 
guaranteeing religious freedom for its citizens and 
establishing a free marketplace for religion in the 
United States. Utterly unprecedented in Western 
history, this construction of a government without the 
interlocking authority of religion set a new course for 
faith and politics and has produced a vibrant religious 
culture unmatched anywhere in the world. First 
Freedom details the progression of religious liberty 
from pilgrims and Puritans to the creation of the Bill of 
Rights and how it shaped a new nation. 

Close Encounters 
with the Religious 
Right: Journeys 
into the Twilight 
Zone of Religion 
and Politics

Rob 
Boston

What does Pat Robertson's Christian Coalition really 
want? What secret agenda lies behind radio counselor 
James Dobson's Focus on the Family? Who are the 
Promise Keepers and what are their ultimate goals? 
Why do so many leaders of the religious right engage 
in gay bashing? What would these groups do to our 
public school system, or to our government, if they 
were in power? Close Encounters with the Religious 
Right takes you behind the scenes to answer these 
questions and gives the reader a rare glimpse of a 
world the average American may not even realize 
exists.

James Madison 
on Religious 
Liberty

Robert 
Alley

This long-overdue volume is the only one of its kind 
containing all of Madison's religious writings, as well as 
new contributions by leading scholars. Madison's 
writings assume even more importance to thoughtful 
Americans as the Supreme Court continues to decide 
issues of school prayer, and as the Moral Majority tries 
to desecularize American public and private life. 
Imagine an America without the Bill of Rights, without 
the Constitution. This image of our nation, existing 
without these two foundations of freedom, justice, and 
inquiry, assaults the imagination, for these two 
documents are the fuel that runs the republic. What is 
even more remarkable is that their primary author was 
one man - James Madison.

The Most 
Dangerous Man 
in America? 

Robert 
Boston

Televangelist Pat Robertson has built one of the most 
powerful religious-political movements in American 
history. His Christian Coalition - with its '700 Club' 
broadcasting fundamentalism tinged with right-wing 
politics to an audience of millions, its American Center 
for Law and Justice legal action group attempting to 
impose far-right Christian ideas via the courts, and the 
growing number of graduates from its Regents 
University - wields a mighty sword within the 
Republican party in at least 25 states while GOP 
national leaders and presidential hopefuls court its 
favour. Despite his power, many Americans are not 
aware of Robertson's extreme political views or his 
goals for the United States. This book examines the 
role Robertson plays in contemporary politics and his 
efforts to influence American society through his 
various political organisations, businesses, and 
broadcast empire.

Why the 
Religious Right is 
Wrong about 
Separation of 
Church and State

Robert 
Boston

Award-winning journalist Robert Boston lambastes the 
zealots of the Religious Right for spreading 
misinformation about the constitutional principle of the 
separation of church and state. Boston reveals how a 
band of ultraconservative religious groups with a 
political agenda - led primarily by televangelist Pat 
Robertson - is conducting a systematic war aginst the 
separation of church and state. The tactics of these 
groups are designed to exploit unfounded fears and 
turn the American people against the separationist 
principle. To expose the Religious Right's blatant 
distortions of U.S. history and correct its skewed 
analysis of legal rulings, Boston objectively reviews the 
evolution of church/state relations in the United States 
and looks at how the separation principle has been 
applied by the courts. He also examines efforts by 
sectarian groups to win government support for their 
schools, the school prayer issue, the history of the free 
exercise of religion, and the controversial role of 
religion in the public square.

Queering 
Christianity: 
Finding a Place 
at the Table for 
LGBTQI 
Christians

Robert 
E. 
Shore-
Goss et. 
Al.

Through essays by noted lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer or questioning, and intersex 
(LGBTQI) religion scholars, this important compilation 
summarizes the history and current status of LGBTQI 
theology, exploring its relationship to the policies, 
practices, and theology of traditional Christianity. 
Contributors contrast the "radically inclusive" thinking 
of LGBTQI theology with the "exclusivity" practiced by 
many Christian churches, explaining the reasoning of 
each and clarifying contentious issues. At the same 
time, the book highlights ways in which "queer" 
theology and practice benefit Christian congregations. 
Writing from the perspective of grassroots Christian 
LGBTQI movements, many of the contributors draw 
upon their own experiences. Equally important, the 
work creates the basis for dialogue between traditional 
churches and followers of LGBTQI theology, offering 
practical suggestions for Christian congregations that 
wish to put aside exclusionary policies and practices.

Toward 
Benevolent 
Neutrality: 
Church, State, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Robert 
Miller. 
and 
Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

Presents the text of virtually every significant Supreme 
Court decision concerning religious freedom and 
separation of church and state. Also included are 
essays interpreting the historical background and legal 
issues involved in each case, beginning with the 
principal events leading to the adoption of the First 
Amendment.

Without a Prayer: 
Religious 
Expression in 
Public Schools

Robert 
S. Alley

This is the first thorough examination of school prayer 
to bring together the experiences of parents and 
children involved in contesting public school 
sanctioned prayer and Bible reading. Alley explores the 
way in which terms like "nonpreferentialism," 
"toleration" and "accommodation" are being used to 
hide violations of the First Amendment. Personal 
interviews were conducted with those involved in 
seven prominent cases. Each story challenges 
communities that impose the mores and cultural 
patterns of religion on their public schools. The result, 
in most instances, has been angry protests as well as 
threats against parents and children, and/or property 
damage.

Red State 
Religion: Faith 
and Politics in 
America's 
Heartland

Robert 
Wuthno
w

In Red State Religion, Robert Wuthnow tells the story 
of religiously motivated political activism in Kansas 
from territorial days to the present. He examines how 
faith mixed with politics as both ordinary Kansans and 
leaders such as John Brown, Carrie Nation, William 
Allen White, and Dwight Eisenhower struggled over the 
pivotal issues of their times, from slavery and 
Prohibition to populism and anti-communism. Beyond 
providing surprising new explanations of why Kansas 
became a conservative stronghold, the book sheds 
new light on the role of religion in red states across the 
Midwest and the United States. Contrary to recent 
influential accounts, Wuthnow argues that Kansas 
conservatism is largely pragmatic, not ideological, and 
that religion in the state has less to do with politics and 
contentious moral activism than with relationships 
between neighbors, friends, and fellow churchgoers. 

The Necessity of 
Secularism

Ronald 
A. 
Lindsey

For the first time in human history, a significant 
percentage of the world’s population no longer 
believes in God. This is especially true in developed 
nations, where in some societies nonbelievers now 
outnumber believers. Unless religion collapses 
completely, or undergoes a remarkable resurgence, 
countries across the globe must learn to carefully and 
effectively manage this societal mix of religious and 
irreligious. For in a world already deeply riven by 
sectarian conflict, this unprecedented demographic 
shift presents yet another challenge to humanity. 
Writing in an engaging, accessible style, philosopher 
and lawyer Ronald A. Lindsay develops a tightly 
crafted argument for secularism—specifically, that in a 
religiously pluralistic society, a robust, thoroughgoing 
secularism is the only reliable means of preserving 
meaningful democracy and rights of conscience.

To Defend the 
Constitution: 
Religion, 
Conscientious 
Objection, 
Naturalization, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

The story of people who were denied citizenship 
because they were conscientious objectors to war and 
how they fought their battles in the Supreme Court.

That Godless 
Court? Supreme 
Court Decisions 
on Church-State 
Relationships

Ronald 
Flowers

The "religious clause" of the First Amendment, 
seemingly simple and clear, has been and continues to 
be controversial in its application. In this book, Flowers 
explains the Court's thinking, clarifying for readers the 
decisions that have been built on or that have altered 
previous positions.

The Majesty of 
the Law: 
Reflections of a 
Supreme Court 
Justice

Sandra 
Day 
O'Conn
or

Not about church and state, but a readable introduction 
to the Supreme Court, its procedures and some of the 
issues it faces. 

God's Profits: 
Faith, Fraud and 
the Republican 
Crusade for 
Values Voters

Sarah 
Posner

Keenly observed and meticulously reported, "God's 
Profits" examines the unholy alliance between a new 
breed of corrupt televangelists and the Republican 
Party, which is eagerly courting "values voters" in the 
nation's largest megachurches. Author Sarah Posner 
exposes the activities of Kenneth Copeland, John 
Hagee, Rod Parsley, T.D. Jakes, and other politically 
connected, skillfully marketed, and increasingly 
influential religious leaders. Preaching the "prosperity 
gospel"???the notion that faith and tithing alone can 
ensure financial security???both in their churches and 
over the airwaves, these charismatic leaders scam the 
gullible even as they enjoy unprecedented access to 
top Bush Administration officials. 

Sexual 
Orientation and 
Human Rights in 
American 
Religious 
Discourse

Saul M. 
Olyan & 
Martha 
C. 
Nussba
um

Sexual orientation is a topic of intense debate within 
America's religious traditions. These discussions have 
had a significant impact on the formation of public 
policy, as speakers who locate themselves squarely 
within religious traditions have articulated positions on 
both sides in recent arguments concerning gays in the 
military, civil rights protections for gays and lesbians, 
gay marriage, parenting and foster parenting, and 
benefits for partners of gay and lesbian employees of 
major corporations and institutions. This volume, which 
stems from a 1995 conference at Brown University, 
aims to promote both academic and public 
understanding of the different positions that exist on 
sexual orientation and its public policy dimensions 
within four major American religious traditions. Writers 
from within the Jewish community, the Roman Catholic 
church, Mainline Protestant churches, and African-
American churches explore the history and tradition of 
their communities on same-sex orientation, discuss the 
moral stance they advocate, and consider the legal 
and public policy implications of that stance. For each 
of these traditions, two opposing views are 
represented, and a respondent frames the issue in a 
larger context. The book concludes with essays by 
Michael McConnell and Andrew Koppelman exploring 
how our society might find a modus vivendi in a state 
position of neutrality on the moral status of 
homosexuality.

Attack of the 
Theocrats! How 
the Religious 
Right Harms Us 
All- And What We 
Can Do About It

Sean 
Fairclot
h

At no time in American history has the United States 
had such a high percentage of theocratic members of 
Congress--those who expressly endorse religious bias 
in law. Just as ominously, at no other time have 
religious fundamentalists effectively had veto power 
over one of the country's two major political parties. As 
Sean Faircloth argues, this has led to the crumbling of 
the country's most cherished founding principle--the 
wall separating church and state--and presages even 
more crumbling.

Ellery's Protest: 
How One Young 
Man Defied 
Tradition and 
Sparked the 
Battle Over 
School Prayer

Stephen 
D. 
Solomo
n

Tells the fascinating personal and legal drama of the 
Schempp case: the family’s struggle against the ugly 
reactions of neighbors, and the impassioned courtroom 
clashes as brilliant lawyers on both sides argued about 
the meaning of religious freedom. But Schempp was 
not the only case challenging religious exercises in the 
schools at the time, and Ellery’s Protest describes the 
race to the Supreme Court among the attorneys for 
four such cases. Solomon also explores the political, 
cultural, and religious roots of the controversy. 

The Bible, The 
School and the 
Constitution: The 
Clash that 
Shaped Modern 
Church-State 
Doctrine

Steven 
K. 
Green

Draws attention to an often overlooked nineteenth 
century that remains relevant to today's church-state 
debate
Offers historical as well as legal perspectives on a 
crucial episode in American history
Extensively documented from primary sources

Freethinkers: A 
History of 
American 
Secularism

Susan 
Jacoby

At a time when the separation of church and state is 
under attack as never before, Freethinkers offers a 
powerful defense of the secularist heritage that gave 
Americans the first government in the world founded 
not on the authority of religion but on the bedrock of 
human reason. In impassioned, elegant prose, 
celebrated author Susan Jacoby traces more than two 
hundred years of secularist activism, beginning with 
the fierce debate over the omission of God from the 
Constitution. Moving from nineteenth-century 
abolitionism and suffragism through the twentieth 
century's civil liberties, civil rights, and feminist 
movements, Freethinkersilluminates the neglected 
achievements of secularists who, allied with tolerant 
believers, have led the battle for reform in the past and 
today.

The Age of 
American 
Unreason

Susan 
Jacoby

A cultural history of the last forty years, The Age of 
American Unreason focuses on the convergence of 
social forces-usually treated as separate entities-that 
has created a perfect storm of anti-rationalism. These 
include the upsurge of religious fundamentalism, with 
more political power today than ever before; the failure 
of public education to create an informed citizenry; and 
the triumph of video over print culture. Sparing neither 
the right nor the left, Jacoby asserts that Americans 
today have embraced a universe of “junk thought” that 
makes almost no effort to separate fact from opinion.

The First 
Freedoms: 
Church and State 
in America to the 
Passage of the 
First Amendment

Thomas 
Curry

Is government forbidden to assist all religions equally, 
as the Supreme Court has held? Or does the First 
Amendment merely ban exclusive aid to one religion, 
as critics of the Court assert? The First Freedoms 
studies the church-state context of colonial and 
revolutionary America to present a bold new reading of 
the historical meaning of the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment. Synthesizing and interpreting a 
wealth of evidence from the founding of Virginia to the 
passage of the Bill of Rights, including everything 
published in America before 1791, Thomas Curry 
traces America's developing ideas on religious liberty 
and offers the most extensive investigation ever of the 
historical origins and background of the First 
Amendment's religion clauses.

The Age of 
Reason

Thomas 
Paine

Of all the tyrannies that affect mankind, tyranny in 
religion is the worst," declared Thomas Paine, adding, 
"every other species of tyranny is limited to the world 
we live in; but this attempts to stride beyond the grave, 
and seeks to pursue us into eternity." Paine's years of 
study and reflection on the role of religion in society 
culminated with his final work, The Age of Reason. 
This coolly reasoned polemic influenced religious 
thinking throughout the world at the dawn of the 
nineteenth century, and its resonance remains 
undiminished by time.
The selfsame humanist and egalitarian views that 
made Paine a popular figure of the American 
Revolution brought him into frequent conflict with 
political authorities. Parts of The Age of Reason were 
written in a French jail, where Paine was confined for 
his opposition to the execution of Louis XVI. An atack 
on revealed religion from the deist point of view — 
embodied by Paine's credo, "I believe in one God, and 
no more" — this work undertakes a hitherto unheard-of 
approach to Bible study. Its critical and objective 
examination of Old and New Testatments cites 
nemerous contradictions as evidence against literal 
interpretations of the text. Well articulated and 
eminently readable, The Age of Reason is a classic of 
free thought.

Founding Faith: 
Providence, 
Politics, and the 
Birth of Religious 
Freedom in 
America

Waldma
n, 
Steven

Waldman lays out the debate between the 
accommodationists and separationists and then details 
the activities and beliefs of the Founding Fathers to 
see who of the contemporary disputants is right. He 
comes down in favor of the separationists, but he is fair 
to each side and helps the student understand the 
nature of the debate and where it comes from. 

The First Liberty, 
Religion and the 
American 
Republic

William 
Lee 
Miller

Though many claim the United States to be a 
"Christian Nation," Miller provides a fascinatingly vivid 
account of the philosophical skirmishes and political 
machinations that led to the "wall of separation" 
between church and state. That famous phrase is 
Jefferson's, though it does not appear in the 
Declaration of Independence nor in the Constitution. 
But Miller follows this seminal idea from three great 
standard-bearers of religious liberty: Jefferson, 
Madison, and Roger Williams. Jefferson, who wrote 
the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, the 
precursor of the First Amendment of the Constitution; 
James Madison, who was politically responsible for 
Virginia's acceptance of religious liberty and who, a 
few years later, helped draft the Bill of Rights; and the 
even earlier figure, the radical dissenter Roger 
Williams, who propounded the idea of religious 
freedom not as a rational secularist but out of a deeply 
held spiritual faith. 

Church and State 
in American 
History, 3rd 
Edition

Wilson, 
John F. 
and 
Donald 
L. 
Drakem
an

Presents chronologically-organized chapters that 
include selections from documents like colonial 
charters, opinions of the Supreme Court and salient 
legislation, along with contemporary commentary, and 
incisive interpretations of the issues by modern 
scholars. Figures as divergent as John Winthrop, John 
F. Kennedy, and Sandra Day O’Connor speak from 
these pages as directly as Paul Blanshard, Leon 
Higginbotham, John Courtney Murray, and Robert 
Bellah. Church and State in American History 
addresses the difficult relationships among the political 
and religious structures of our society and the 
emergence of an American solution to the church-state 
problem.



Title Author Description
Visions of 
Reality- What 
Fundamentalist 
Schools Teach

Albert J. 
Menend
ez

Although a majority of Americans have repeatedly 
shown in referendum elections and opinion polls that 
they oppose tax support for nonpublic schools, 
fundamentalist leaders and their political lobbies are 
putting increasing pressure on Congress and state 
legislatures to compel taxpayers to support sectarian 
private schools through "vouchers" or "tuition tax 
credits," under the deceptive banner of "school 
choice." Albert J. Menendez has carefully examined 
the most widely used history, English, and science 
textbooks in fundamentalist private schools. He 
documents the fact that these schools promote 
prejudice against people of other faiths, distort history, 
derogate our literary heritage, cast science in a bad 
light, and otherwise indoctrinate children with "visions 
of reality" that are incompatible with public tax support.

Religion and the 
Public Schools

Anne 
Marie 
Lofaso

Religion in the Public Schools: A Road Map for 
Avoiding Lawsuits and Respecting Parents’ Legal 
Rights is designed to help. This handy 129-page book, 
written by Associate Professor of Law Anne Marie 
Lofaso of West Virginia University, examines what the 
courts have said about many religion-in-school 
controversies and provides clear, concise answers to 
common questions. Fully referenced and 
footnoted, Religion in the Public Schools is the perfect 
guide for anyone seeking to better navigate the 
intersection between religion and public education.

Why We Still 
Need Public 
Schools

Art Must 
Jr.

Two cornerstones of American democracy - separation 
of church and state, and public schools - are under 
increasing attack. As this collection of essays, written 
by some of America's leading educators, political 
figures, and advocates of religious liberty shows, 
universal public education and the separation of 
church and state are related. The eminent contributors 
to this book argue that we need to defend both 
institutions against increasing onslaughts by the 
Religious Right and other self-proclaimed arbiters of 
societal behavior, who seek to dictate public policy and 
who are labeling the public schools themselves as 
"immoral" institutions. At issue here is not whether 
public schools need to be improved. It is assumed that 
improvement is necessary.

Piety & Politics: 
The Right Wing 
Assault on 
Religious 
Freedom

Barry 
Lynn

In the wake of the 2004 presidential election, the 
Religious Right insisted that George Bush had been 
handed a mandate for an ideology-based social 
agenda, including the passage of a “marriage 
amendment” to ban same-sex unions, diversion of tax 
money to religious groups through “faith-based 
initiatives,” the teaching of creationism in public 
schools, and restrictions on abortion. Led by an 
aggressive band of television preachers and extremist 
radio personalities, the Religious Right set its sights on 
demolishing the wall of separation between church and 
state. The Reverend Barry Lynn is a devout Christian, 
but he argues that politicians need to stop looking to 
the Bible to justify their actions and should consult 
another source instead: the U.S. Constitution. 

First Freedom 
First: A Citizen's 
Guide to 
Protecting 
Religious Liberty 
and Separation of 
Church and State

Barry 
Lynn & 
C. 
Welton 
Gaddy

The United States is the most religiously diverse nation 
in the world, due in large part to the clauses of the First 
Amendment that guarantee freedom for and from 
religion. But as we debate displaying Christmas trees 
at city hall and the Ten Commandments in the 
courthouse, we must ask: in what other ways is our 
religious liberty being compromised. In First Freedom 
First, with clear language and recognizable examples, 
two of the most trusted voices on church-state 
separation address head-on the many areas where 
religion and politics overlap, with consequences for all 
Americans.

The Right to 
Religious Liberty: 
The Basic ACLU 
Guide to 
Religious Rights

Barry 
Lynn, 
Marc D. 
Stern, 
and 
Oliver 
S. 
Thomas

This revised and updated edition of The Right to 
Religious Liberty sets forth an individual’s religious 
rights under present law, offering suggestions as to 
how they can be preserved and protected. (A bit 
dated-1995- but otherwise a good resource)

  Journal of 
Church and State

Baylor 
Universi
ty

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Pray the Gay 
Away: The 
Extraordinary 
Lives of Bible 
Belt Gays

Bernade
tte 
Barton

While some areas of the Unites States have made 
tremendous progress in securing rights for gay people, 
Bible Belt states lag behind. In Pray the Gay Away, 
Bernadette Barton argues that conventions of small 
town life, rules which govern Southern manners, and 
the power wielded by Christian institutions serve as a 
foundation for both passive and active homophobia in 
the Bible Belt. She explores how conservative 
Christian ideology reproduces homophobic attitudes 
and shares how Bible Belt gays negotiate these 
attitudes in their daily lives. Drawing on the remarkable 
stories of Bible Belt gays, Barton brings to the fore 
their thoughts, experiences and hard-won insights to 
explore the front lines of our national culture war over 
marriage, family, hate crimes, and equal rights. 

To Serve God 
and Wal-Mart: 
The Making of 
Christian Free 
Enterprise

Bethany 
Ellen 
Moreton

In the decades after World War II, evangelical 
Christianity nourished America’s devotion to free 
markets, free trade, and free enterprise. The history of 
Wal-Mart uncovers a complex network that united Sun 
Belt entrepreneurs, evangelical employees, Christian 
business students, overseas missionaries, and free-
market activists. Through the stories of people linked 
by the world’s largest corporation, Bethany Moreton 
shows how a Christian service ethos powered 
capitalism at home and abroad.

Moral Minority: 
Our Skeptical 
Founding Fathers

Brooke 
Allen

In her lively refutation of modern claims about 
America's religious origins, Brooke Allen looks back at 
the late eighteenth century and shows decisively that 
the United States was founded not on Christian 
principles at all but on Enlightenment ideas. Moral 
Minority presents a powerful case that the unique legal 
framework the Founding Fathers created was 
designed according to the humanist ideals of 
Enlightenment thinkers: God entered the picture only 
as a very minor player, and Jesus Christ was 
conspicuous by his absence. The guiding spirit of the 
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. 
Constitution, Ms. Allen explains, was not Jesus Christ 
but John Locke. In direct and accessible prose, she 
provides fascinating chapters on the religious lives of 
the six men she considers the key Founding Fathers: 
Franklin, Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, and Hamilton. Far from being the 
conventional pious Christians we too often imagine, 
these men were skeptical intellectuals, in some cases 
not even Christians at all.

The Battle over 
School Prayer: 
How Engel v. 
Vitale Changed 
America

Bruce J. 
Dierenfi
eld

Bruce Dierenfield has written a concise and readable 
guide to the first and still most important case that 
addressed the constitutionality of prayer in public 
schools. The 22-word recitation in a Long Island school 
that was challenged in Engel v. Vitale was hardly 
denominational not even overtly Christian but a handful 
of parents saw it as a violation of the First 
Amendment's proscription again the establishment of 
religion. The case forced the Supreme Court to take a 
stand on Jefferson's "wall of separation" between 
church and state. When it did so, the Court declared 
that by endorsing the prayer recitation no matter how 
brief, non-denominational, or voluntary the Long Island 
school board had unconstitutionally approved the 
establishment of religion in school. Writing with 
impeccable fairness and sensitivity, Dierenfield sets his 
account of the Engel decision in the larger historical 
and political context, citing battles over a wide range of 
religious activities in public schools throughout 
American history. Through interviews with many of the 
participants, he also reveals the large price paid by the 
plaintiffs and their children, who were frequently 
harassed both during and after the trial. 

Religious 
Fundamentalisms 
and the Human 
Rights of Women

C. 
Howlan
d

Dialogue on the conflict between religious 
fundamentalism and women's rights is often stymied 
by an 'all or nothing' approach: fundamentalists claim 
of absolute religious freedom, while some feminists 
dismiss religion entirely as being so imbued with 
patriarchy as to be eternally opposed to women's 
rights. This ignores, though, the experiences of 
religious women who suffer under fundamentalism and 
fight to resist it, perceiving themselves to be at once 
religious and feminist. In Religious Fundamentalisms 
and the Human Rights of Women , Howland provides a 
forum for these different scholars, both religious and 
nonreligious, to meet and seek common ground in their 
fight against fundamentalism. Through an examination 
of international human rights, national law, grass roots 
activism, and theology, this volume explores the acute 
problems that contemporary fundamentalist 
movements pose for women's equality and liberty 
rights.

Liars for Jesus: 
The Religious 
Right's Alternate 
Version of 
American History

Chris 
Rodda

Liars for Jesus debunks many of the historical lies 
invented and used by the Christian nationalist history 
revisionists in their efforts to further their far right 
political agenda and destroy the wall of separation 
between church and state in America. Liars for Jesus 
is not a book about religion. It is a history book, 
presenting and fully documenting the true stories and 
historical facts that are distorted in the "Christian 
nation" pseudo-history promoted by the religious right.

Wrapped in the 
Flag

Claire 
Conner

Claire Conner’s award-winning memoir, Wrapped in 
the Flag (Beacon Press 2013, 2014) weaves her  
intimate personal stories with the history of the 1960s, 
70s, and 80s. She chronicles her parents’ obsession 
with radical right-wing politics embodied in the John 
Birch Society, the most powerful  anti-Communist, anti-
government, populist movement of the 20th century

Nonbeliever 
Nation: The Rise 
of Secular 
Americans

David 
Niose

Today, one in five Americans are nonbelievers―a 
rapidly growing group at a time when traditional 
Christian churches are dwindling in numbers. Still we 
see almost none of them openly serving in elected 
office, while many others continue to loudly proclaim 
the falsehood of America as a Christian nation. David 
Niose calls for nonreligious Americans from all 
backgrounds to step out of the shadows and signal 
their opposition to the long-dominant Religious Right. 
Exploring all the hot-button issues that divide the 
country―from gay marriage to education policy to 
contentious church-state battles―he shows how 
Secular Americans―a group comprised not just of 
atheists and agnostics, but lapsed Catholics, secular 
Jews, and millions of others who have walked away 
from organized religion―are mobilizing and forming 
groups all over the country (even atheist clubs in Bible-
belt high schools) to challenge the exaltation of religion 
in American politics and public life. 

Original Intent: 
Chief Justice 
Rehnquist and 
the Course of 
American 
Church/State 
Relations

Derek 
Davis

Contemporary debate in the area of church/state 
relations centers around the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment: "Congress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of religion [the 
Establishment Clause] or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof [the Free Exercise Clause]." Original Intent is a 
readable and objective summary of the views of Chief 
Justice Rehnquist and an enlightening treatise on the 
future of church/state relations in America.

Roger Williams: 
Prophet of Liberty

Edwin 
C. 
Gaustad

Roger Williams chronicles the life of one of the most 
remarkable forefathers in American history. A true 
revolutionary, this devout Puritan championed Native 
American rights; wrote treatises on equal rights, flag 
desecration, and the separation of church and state; 
established the first American settlement based on 
total religious toleration--and he lived more than a 
century before independence, when America was still a 
vast wilderness! Williams went on to adopt adult 
baptism and founded the first Baptist church in 
America. He became president of Rhode Island colony 
in 1654, served as captain in the defense of 
Providence during King Philip's War, and continued to 
write and preach passionately for religious tolerance 
and Native American rights until his death in 1683.

Proclaim Liberty 
Throughout the 
Land: A History of 
Church and State 
in America

Edwin 
Gaustad

In this volume, one of the most distinguished scholars 
of American religious history traces the complicated 
relationship of church and state from the early colonial 
period, through the unique American experiment in 
religious liberty after the Revolution, to the ongoing 
debate over religious issues in our schools and 
communities. Edwin Gaustad relates entertaining and 
edifying accounts of headline-grabbing court trials 
involving polygamy, witchcraft, and church taxation. He 
quotes moving passages from the speeches and 
writings of American Presidents and Supreme Court 
justices to prove that, to paraphrase Michelangelo, 
"religious liberty is made up of a series of trifles, but 
religious liberty is no trifle."

Faith of the 
Founders: 
Religion and the 
New Nation, 
1776-1826

Edwin 
S. 
Gaustad

Edwin Gaustad provides a careful consideration of the 
developing relationship between religion and the state 
after the American Revolution. With concise focus on 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, 
George Washington, and John Adams, Gaustad 
identifies seven varying―sometimes 
contrary―perspectives on religion that guided the 
nation's founders. Faith of the Founders shows how 
these figures possessed an intuitive understanding of 
religion that helped nourish a young country. This brief 
but insightful book offers a look into the founding 
fathers' genius―and points to a way forward through 
the ideological boundaries that threaten to upend the 
daily doings of American government today.

With God on 
Their Side: How 
Christian 
Fundamentalists 
Trampled 
Science, Policy 
and Democracy 
in George W. 
Bush's White 
House

Esther 
Kaplan

When asked which single issue most affected their 
vote in the last presidential election, more than one in 
five Americans said “moral values”—and 78 percent of 
these voters chose to reelect President George W. 
Bush. As Esther Kaplan shows in her richly detailed 
investigation, it’s no wonder the Christian right voted 
for Bush in droves—their loyal support in 2000 
produced fantastic results. While organizations that 
offer abortion counseling and services or help to 
prevent HIV see their funds cut, church groups receive 
millions in federal dollars to promote sexual abstinence 
and marriage (provided, of course, it is heterosexual). 
Bush has appointed a Christian right dream team to 
the federal courts, dedicated to tearing down what one 
such judge calls “the so-called separation of church 
and state. Religious zeal even shapes Bush’s foreign 
policy, as Christian belief in the end times spurs the 
administration’s support for hard-line policies in Israel.

Evolution vs. 
Creationism

Eugenie 
C. Scott

More than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the 
debate over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.

The Separation 
of Church and 
State: Writings on 
a Fundamental 
Freedom by 
America's 
Founders

Forrest 
Church

A primer of essential writings about one of the 
cornerstones of our democracy by the original authors 
of the Constitution, edited by preeminant liberal 
theologian Forrest Church. Americans will never stop 
debating the question of church-state separation, and 
such debates invariably lead back to the nation’s 
beginnings and the founders’ intent. The Separation of 
Church and State presents a basic collection of the 
founders’ teachings on this topic. This concise primer 
gets past the rhetoric that surrounds the current 
debate, placing the founders’ vivid writings on religious 
liberty in historical perspective. Edited and with running 
commentary by Forrest Church, this important 
collection informs anyone curious about the original 
blueprint for our country and its government.

Separation of 
Church and 
State: Founding 
Principle of 
Religious Liberty

Frank 
Lambert

Frank Lambert tackles the central claims of the 
Religious Right "historians" who insist that America 
was conceived as a "Christian State," that modern-day 
"liberals" and "secularists" have distorted and/or 
ignored the place of religion in American history, and 
that the phrase "the separation of church and state" 
does not appear in any of the founding documents and 
is, therefore, a myth created by the Left. He discusses 
what separates "bad" history from "good" history, and 
concludes that the self-styled "historians" of the 
Religious Right create a "useful past" that enlists the 
nation's founders on behalf of present-day 
conservative religious and political causes. The result 
of a politicized religious history exposes the Religious 
Right "history" as fabrications and half-truths. In fact, 
one of the foundational principles of the Constitution is 
that of separation as the key to safeguarding freedom: 
separation of powers, separation of federal and state 
governments, and separation of church and state.

Religious 
Expression and 
the American 
Constitution

Frankly
n 
Haiman

In the current environment and fervor for “homeland 
security,” personal freedoms in exchange for security 
are coming under more scrutiny. Among these 
guaranteed freedoms are the protection of religious 
expression given by the U.S. Constitution and the 
constitutional prohibitions against behaviors that 
violate the separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.

Eternal Hostility: 
The Struggle 
Between 
Theocracy and 
Democracy

Frederic
k 
Clarkso
n

What is behind the violence against abortion clinics, 
attacks on gays and lesbians and the growing power of 
the religious right? Frederick Clarkson makes it clear 
that beyond the bombers and assassins who 
sometimes make news, is a growing, if not well 
understood, movement that encompasses Pat 
Robertson's Christian Coalition, the Unification Church 
of Sun Myung Moon and the Promise Keepers--the 
lead agency of the so-called Christian men's 
movement. Clarkson exposes the wild card of the 
"theology of vigilantism" which urges the enforcement 
of "God's law" and argues for fundamentalist revolution 
against constitutional democracy. 

Setting the 
Record Straight: 
Response to 
Misconceptions 
About Public 
Education in the 
US

Gerald 
Bracey

Gerald Bracey knows there are three kinds of lies in 
education policy: lies, damned lies, and the statistics 
that reactionary reformers tout as evidence in favor of 
dismantling our public schools. In this second and 
substantially updated edition of the hard-hitting Setting 
the Record Straight, Bracey goes toe-to-toe with the 
opponents of quality public education. You'll learn how 
to discredit them in your own discussions by using the 
very logic and statistical analyses they purport to have 
on their side. In this series of smart, forceful analyses, 
Bracey homes in on specific topics like vouchers, 
school funding, and comparisons to international test 
scores, themes around which agitators have created a 
host of mythological American school failures from the 
flimsiest of evidence. Each essay begins with a 
question you might commonly hear in conversation 
about these alleged shortcomings, to which Bracey 
provides a brief, sound- byte-ready rebuttal. Then he 
follows it up with a full-length explanation, replete with 
statistical data and talking points that fully support his 
assertions-and silence those who would undermine 
education with disinformation.

Not in Our 
Classrooms

Glenn 
Branch 
& 
Eugenie 
C. Scott

Where did the concept of intelligent design originate? 
How does it connect with, and conflict with, various 
religious beliefs? Should we teach the controversy 
itself in our science classrooms? In clear and lively 
essays, a team of experts answers these questions 
and many more, describing the history of the intelligent 
design movement and the lack of scientific support for 
its claims. Most importantly, the contributors—
authorities on the scientific, legal, educational, and 
theological problems of intelligent design-speak 
specifically to teachers and parents about the need to 
defend the integrity of science education by keeping 
intelligent design out of science curriculums. 

Lowering the 
Wall: Religion 
and the Supreme 
Court in the 
1980s

Gregg 
Ivers

Convinced that church-state law under the Supreme 
Court during the 1980s took "a giant-and unwelcome 
step--backward," Gregg Ivers's book explores the 
changing relationship between religion and the state. 
Those looking for a neutral account of this relationship 
should look elsewhere. This book, commissioned by 
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, is a liberal's 
response to use of the courts by "[r]eligious 
conservatives, encouraged by the election of Ronald 
Reagan," to create a "broad wave of conservative 
religious populism" in pursuit of school prayer, financial 
assistance for parochial institutions and equal access 
to public school facilities for student religious clubs.

The Oxford 
Companion to the 
Supreme Court of 
the United States

Hall, 
Kermit L

Not about church and state, but a great resource book 
on the Court.

The Journal of 
Law and Religion

Hamline 
Universi
ty Law 
School

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Religion on Trial: 
How Supreme 
Court Trends 
Threaten 
Freedom of 
Conscience in 
America

Hammo
nd, 
Philip 
E., 
David 
W. 
Machac
ek and 
Eric 
Michael 
Mazur

A powerful indictment of the current Supreme Court, 
arguing the regressive justices are not faithful to the 
Constitution and thereby endanger religious freedom.

The Godless 
Constitution: The 
Case Against 
Religious 
Correctness

Isaac 
Krammi
k & R. 
Lawrenc
e Moore

The Godless Constitution is an urgent and timely 
reexamination of the roots of church-state separation 
in American politics - and a ringing refutation of the 
misguided claims of the religious right. In this important 
polemic two distinguished scholars of American 
political ideas and religion refute this dangerous 
attempt to introduce what they term "religious 
correctness" into our politics, by reminding us that the 
absence of any mention of God in the Constitution was 
a conscious action on the framers' part, intended to 
prevent the bloody religious controversies that so 
marked European history. They also emphasize that 
church-state separation was seen as a guarantee of - 
not a hindrance to - religions liberty. Fully respecting 
the importance of religion in the public sphere, yet 
forthright in defining proper limits, The Godless 
Constitution offers a bracing return to the first 
principles of American democracy - and a guide to 
keeping them intact in the forthcoming presidential 
campaign.

Holy Hullabaloos: 
A Road Trip to 
the Battlegrounds 
of the Church-
State Wars

J. D. 
Wexler

After ten years spent riddling over the intricacies of 
church/state law from the ivory tower, law professor 
Jay Wexler decided it was high time to hit the road to 
learn what really happened in some of the most 
controversial Supreme Court cases involving this hot-
button issue. In Holy Hullabaloos, he takes us along for 
the ride, crossing the country to meet the people and 
visit the places responsible for landmark decisions in 
recent judicial history, from a high school football field 
where fans once recited prayers before kickoff to a 
Santeria church notorious for animal sacrifice, from a 
publicly funded Muslim school to a creationist 
museum. Wexler's no-holds-barred approach to 
investigating famous church/state brouhahas is as 
funny as it is informative.

Far Right 
Fantasy: A 
Sociology of 
American 
Religion and 
Politics

James 
Aho

Far-Right Fantasy is a straight-forward, jargon-free 
study of contemporary American right-wing extremism. 
The book addresses the strengths and weaknesses of 
the standard psycho-social-cultural explanations of far-
right activism. It shows how extremists are similar 
educationally and psychologically to their more 
conventional neighbors; that they get into the 
movement in the same way that others become peace 
activists or radical environmentalists, namely, through 
their ties with fellow workers and church-goers, family 
members, and classmates; and that their views are 
given a patina of certainty by being repeatedly 
corroborated within closed, non-contaminated 
communication systems. 

Religion and the 
State: Essays in 
Honor of Leo 
Pfeffer

James 
E. Wood 
Jr.

These essays examine major themes affecting religion 
and the state in a free society and the interaction of 
religion and world order. While concern is given to the 
historical and judicial context of the Establishment and 
Free Exercise Clauses of the First Amendment, special 
attention is given to contemporary church-state 
problems in American life. In addition, the volume 
analyzes alternatives to church-state relations outside 
the United States and freedom of religion in the 
international advance of human rights.

Supreme 
Conflict: The 
Inside Story of 
the Struggle for 
Control of the 
United States 
Supreme Court

Jan 
Crawfor
d 
Greenb
urg

Drawing on unprecedented access to the Supreme 
Court justices themselves and their inner circles, 
acclaimed ABC News legal correspondent Jan 
Crawford Greenburg offers an explosive newsbreaking 
account of one of the most momentous political 
watersheds in American history. From the series of 
Republican nominations that proved deeply frustrating 
to conservatives to the decades of bruising battles that 
led to the rise of Justices Roberts and Alito, this is the 
authoritative story of the conservative effort to shift the 
direction of the high court—a revelatory look at one of 
the central fronts of America's culture wars by one of 
the most widely respected experts on the subject.

The Nine: Inside 
the Secret World 
of the Supreme 
Court

Jeffrey 
Toobin

In The Nine, acclaimed journalist Jeffrey Toobin takes 
us into the chambers of the most important—and 
secret—legal body in our country, the Supreme Court, 
revealing the complex dynamic among the nine people 
who decide the law of the land. An institution at a 
moment of transition, the Court now stands at a crucial 
point, with major changes in store on such issues as 
abortion, civil rights, and church-state relations. Based 
on exclusive interviews with the justices and with a 
keen sense of the Court’s history and the trajectory of 
its future, Jeffrey Toobin creates in The Nine a riveting 
story of one of the most important forces in American 
life today. (2008)

Roger Williams 
and the Creation 
of the American 
Soul: Church, 
State and the 
Birth of Liberty

John M. 
Barry

For four hundred years, Americans have wrestled with 
and fought over two concepts that define the nature of 
the nation: the proper relation between church and 
state and between a free individual and the state. 
These debates began with the extraordinary thought 
and struggles of Roger Williams, who had an 
unparalleled understanding of the conflict between a 
government that justified itself by "reason of state"-i.e. 
national security-and its perceived "will of God" and the 
"ancient rights and liberties" of individuals. Acclaimed 
historian John M. Barry explores the development of 
these fundamental ideas through the story of the man 
who was the first to link religious freedom to individual 
liberty, and who created in America the first 
government and society on earth informed by those 
beliefs. 

Religious Liberty 
and the Secular 
State

John M. 
Swomle
y

This book exposes the Supreme Court's erosion of the 
Establishment Clause while emphasizing the Free 
Exercise Clause. Swomley also explores civil religion, 
secular humanism, and the current counter-revolution 
against separation of church and state led by some 
religious and political conservatives who would profit 
from government aid. He also lists the benefits 
churches would realize under a secular government.

Religion and the 
American 
Constitutional 
Experiment: 
Essential Rights 
and Liberties

John 
Witte, 
Jr.

The third edition of this classic book provides a 
comprehensive, multidisciplinary overview of the 
history, theory, law, and comparative analysis of 
American religious liberty from the earliest colonial 
period through the most recent Supreme Court cases. 
The authors present balanced, accessible discussions 
of controversial issues, such as funding religious 
schools and charities and displaying religious symbols 
on government property. 

The Last 
Freedom: 
Religion from the 
Public School to 
the Public Square

Joseph 
P.Vitterit
i

The presidency of George W. Bush has polarized the 
church-state debate as never before. The Far Right 
has been emboldened to use religion to govern, while 
the Far Left has redoubled its efforts to evict religion 
from public life entirely. In The Last Freedom, Joseph 
Viteritti argues that there is a basic tension between 
religion and democracy because religion often rejects 
compromise as a matter of principle while democracy 
requires compromise to thrive. Viteritti argues that 
Americans must guard against debasing politics with 
either antireligious bigotry or religious zealotry. 
Drawing on politics, history, and law, he defines a new 
approach to the church-state question that protects the 
religious and the secular alike. Challenging much 
conventional opinion, Viteritti argues that the courts 
have failed to adequately protect religious minorities, 
that the rights of the religious are under greater threat 
than those of the secular, and that democracy exacts 
greater compromises and sacrifices from the religious 
than it does from the secular.

The Good News 
Club: The 
Christian Right's 
Stealth Assault 
on America's 
Children

Katherin
e 
Stewart

In 2009, the Good News Club came to the public 
elementary school where journalist Katherine Stewart 
sent her children. The Club, which is sponsored by the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, bills itself as an after-
school program of “Bible study.” But Stewart soon 
discovered that the Club’s real mission is to convert 
children to fundamentalist Christianity and encourage 
them to proselytize to their “unchurched” peers, all the 
while promoting the natural but false impression 
among the children that its activities are endorsed by 
the school. Astonished to discover that the U.S. 
Supreme Court has deemed this—and other forms of 
religious activity in public schools—legal, Stewart set 
off on an investigative journey to dozens of cities and 
towns across the nation to document the impact. In this 
book she demonstrates that there is more religion in 
America’s public schools today than there has been for 
the past 100 years. The movement driving this agenda 
is stealthy. It is aggressive. It has our children in its 
sights. And its ultimate aim is to destroy the system of 
public education as we know it.

American 
Theocracy: The 
Peril and Politics 
of Radical 
Religion, Oil, and 
Borrowed Money 
in the 21st 
Century

Kevin 
Phillips

Phillips takes an uncompromising view of the current 
age of global overreach, fundamentalist religion, 
diminishing resources, and ballooning debt under the 
GOP majority. With an eye to the past and a searing 
vision of the future, Phillips confirms what too many 
Americans are still unwilling to admit about the depth 
of our misgovernment.

The 
Fundamentals of 
Extremism: The 
Christian Right in 
America

Kimberl
y Blaker

The politics, educational policies, and social values 
perpetuated by Christian fundamentalists are exposed 
in this critical perspective on the religious right's role in 
American society. Statistics and studies of the 
movement are offered that provide insight into the 
causes and characteristics of fundamentalism and its 
effects on minority groups including women, children, 
African Americans, gays, and lesbians. Essays from a 
variety of authors consider the path to theocracy, the 
effect of the theology of inerrancy on politics, and the 
state of fundamentalism in the United States after the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Creationism on 
Trial: Evolution 
and God at Little 
Rock

Langdo
n Gilkey

Creationism on Trial is Gilkey's blow-by-blow account 
of his experiences as a witness for the ACLU at the 
1981 creationist trial in Little Rock, AR.

The Devil in 
Dover: An 
Insider's Story of 
Dogma v. Darwin 
in Small Town 
America

Lauri 
Lebo

Local newspaper reporter Lauri Lebo was handed the 
story of a lifetime when the Dover (Pennsylvania) 
School Board adopted a measure to require its ninth-
grade biology students to learn about intelligent 
design. In a case that recalled the famed 1925 Scopes 
“monkey” trial and made international headlines, 
eleven parents sued the school board. When the case 
wound up in federal court before a George W. Bush–
appointed judge, Lebo had a front-row seat. Lebo 
skillfully probes the compelling background of the 
case, introducing us to the plaintiffs, the defendants, 
the lawyers, and a parade of witnesses, along with 
Judge John E. Jones, who would eventually condemn 
the school board’s decision as one of “breathtaking 
inanity.” With the antievolution battle having moved to 
the state level—and the recent passage of state 
legislation that protects the right of schools to teach 
alternatives to evolution—the story will continue to be 
relevant for years to come.

Religion, State 
and the Burger 
Court

Leo 
Pfeffer

In Religion, State and the Burger Court, Leo Pfeffer, 
the leading authority on church/state law, presents a 
trenchant analysis of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court under Chief Justice Warren E. Burger, focusing 
on the Court's interpretation of the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments. These amendments that guarantee the 
separation of church and state and the free exercise of 
religion are fundamental to the unique character of 
democracy as it exists in the United States. However, 
the distinction between affairs of state and the 
concerns of organized religion has become blurred.

The 
Establishment 
Clause, Religion 
and the First 
Amendment

Leonard 
W. Levy

Leonard Levy's classic work examines the 
circumstances that led to the writing of the 
establishment clause of the First Amendment: 
'Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion. . . .' He argues that, contrary 
to popular belief, the framers of the Constitution 
intended to prohibit government aid to religion even on 
an impartial basis. He thus refutes the view of 
'nonpreferentialists,' who interpret the clause as 
allowing such aid provided that the assistance is not 
restricted to a preferred church. For this new edition, 
Levy has added to his original arguments and 
incorporated much new material, including an analysis 
of Jefferson's ideas on the relationship between church 
and state and a discussion of the establishment clause 
cases brought before the Supreme Court since the 
book was originally published in 1986.

God vs The 
Gavel: Religion 
and the Rule of 
Law

Marci 
Hamilto
n

God vs. the Gavel challenges the pervasive 
assumption that all religious conduct deserves 
constitutional protection. While religious conduct 
provides many benefits to society, it is not always 
benign. The thesis of the book is that anyone who 
harms another person should be governed by the laws 
that govern everyone else - and truth be told, religion is 
capable of great harm.

The Search for 
Christian America

Mark 
Noll., 
Nathan 
O. 
Hatch 
and 
George 
M. 
Marsde
n

The Search for Christian America" explores key 
questions raised by the movement asserting the 
Christian heritage of the U.S. and calling for its 
recovery. Through careful historical and contemporary 
analysis, the authors address such issues as: how 
much Christian action is required to make a whole 
society Christian; Puritan New England as case study; 
Christian principles vs. baptised ideology in the 
Revolutionary period; the stumbling block of incorrect 
views of America's history for effective Christian 
involvement in critical public issues; the relationship of 
Christian convictions to political or social agendas; 
learning to think historically as a guard against 
shortsighted or simplistic approaches.

The Myth of 
Christian 
America: What 
You Need to 
Know About the 
Separation of 
Church and State

Mark 
Weldon 
Whitten

Written in an accessible, popular style, Whitten 
provides sound scholarship in defense of the 
exposition of constitutional church-state separation.

Liberty and 
Conscience

Martha 
Nussba
um

The respect for religious difference has formed the 
bedrock of our nation and made equality possible. Yet 
today we are told that “moral values”—code for a 
government shaped by religious concerns—must be 
the keystone of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.

A Wall of 
Separation? 
Debating the 
Public Role of 
Religion

Mary C. 
Segers 
& Ted 
G. Jelen

Should the wall of separation between church and 
state be permeable or inviolable? This question has 
been hotly contested since the nation's founding and 
contentious debates persist today. With a collection of 
the most significant documents and an introduction by 
Clarke E. Cochran that provides the historical context 
of the debate, prominent scholars Mary Segers and 
Ted Jelen debate the impact of organized religion on 
the democratic process, examine its influence on 
political discourse, and discuss its significance for the 
creation of public policy. The authors illuminate the 
constitutional implications of using religion to cultivate 
public morality and discuss the complexities of creating 
a civic-minded citizenry in a pluralistic society.

Religious 
Freedom and the 
Supreme Court

Melissa 
Rogers, 
and 
Steven 
K. 
Green

A completely recast, updated, version of Robert T. 
Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward Benevolent 
Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme Court, 
listed belowA completely recast, updated, version of 
Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward 
Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme 
Court, listed belowA completely recast, updated, 
version of Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, 
Toward Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the 
Supreme Court, listed below

That's Not What 
They Meant! 
Reclaiming 
America's 
Founding Fathers 
from the Right 
Wing

Michael 
Austin

 In That's Not What They Meant! Professor Michael 
Austin examines dozens of books, articles, speeches, 
and radio broadcasts by such figures as Glenn Beck, 
Mark Levin, Sean Hannity, Larry Schweikart, and 
David Barton to expose the deep historical flaws in 
their use of America's founding history. In contrast to 
their misleading method of citing proof texts to serve a 
narrow agenda, Austin allows the Founding Fathers to 
speak for themselves, situating all quotations in the 
proper historical context. What emerges is a true 
historical picture of men who often disagreed with one 
another on such crucial issues as federal power, 
judicial review, and the separation of church and state. 
As Austin shows, the real legacy of the Founding 
Fathers to us is a political process: a system of 
disagreement, debate, and compromise that has kept 
democracy vibrant in America for more than two 
hundred years. Austin's carefully researched and 
rigorously argued book is essential reading for anyone 
seeking the accurate historical background to many of 
the hot-button political debates of today.

The Religious 
Roots of the First 
Amendment: 
Dissenting 
Protestants and 
the Separation of 
Church and State

Nichola
s P. 
Miller

Traditional understandings of the genesis of the 
separation of church and state rest on assumptions 
about "Enlightenment" and the republican ethos of 
citizenship. In The Religious Roots of the First 
Amendment, Nicholas P. Miller does not seek to 
dislodge that interpretation but to augment and enrich 
it by recovering its cultural and discursive religious 
contexts--specifically the discourse of Protestant 
dissent. He argues that commitments by certain 
dissenting Protestants to the right of private judgment 
in matters of Biblical interpretation, an outgrowth of the 
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, helped 
promote religious disestablishment in the early modern 
West. Miller shows that the separation of church and 
state can be read, most persuasively, as the triumph of 
a particular strand of Protestant nonconformity-that 
which stretched back to the Puritan separatist and the 
Restoration sects, rather than to those, like 
Presbyterians, who sought to replace the "wrong" 
church establishment with their own, "right" one. 

The Creator in 
the Courtroom: 
"Scopes II": The 
1981 Arkansas 
Creation-
Evolution Trial

Norman 
Geisler

Written by a creationist, this book is an account of the 
Scopes trial from that perspective, and argues that the 
judge in the case was prejudiced agains creationism 
from the very beginning. 

Storm Center: 
The Supreme 
Court in 
American Politics

O’Brien, 
David M

A terrific introduction to the history and particularly the 
workings of the Supreme Court, although it has very 
little specifically about church and state

God on Trial: 
Dispatches from 
America's 
Religious 
Battlefields

Peter 
Irons

Over the past two decades, federal courts have 
become contentious battlefields in America's growing 
religious wars. Since 1989, five momentous court 
cases have divided communities and the nation. Peter 
Irons, a noted constitutional scholar, lawyer, and author 
of the bestselling May It Please the Court, delivers a 
compelling narrative accompanied by first-person 
accounts from both sides of the fight in these historic 
cases. 

Living the 
Secular Life

Phil 
Zucker
man

Drawing on innovative sociological research, Living the 
Secular Life illuminates this demographic shift with the 
moral convictions that govern secular individuals, 
offering crucial information for the religious and 
nonreligious alike. Living the Secular Life reveals that, 
despite opinions to the contrary, nonreligious 
Americans possess a unique moral code that allows 
them to effectively navigate the complexities of modern 
life. Spiritual self-reliance, clear-eyed pragmatism, and 
an abiding faith in the Golden Rule to adjudicate moral 
decisions: these common principles are shared across 
secular society. Living the Secular Life demonstrates 
these principles in action and points to their usage 
throughout daily life.

Thy Kingdom 
Come: How the 
Religious Right 
Distorts Faith and 
Threatens 
America

Randall 
Balmer

For much of American history, evangelicalism was 
aligned with progressive political causes-the abolition 
of slavery, universal suffrage, and public education. 
But contemporary conservative activists have 
defaulted on this majestic legacy, embracing instead 
an agenda virtually indistinguishable from the 
Republican Party platform. How has evangelical 
Christianity become so entrenched in partisan politics? 
Randall Balmer, an evangelical Christian and a 
historian of American religion, deftly combines 
ethnographic research, theological reflections, and 
historical context to examine the nature of the 
Religious Right today-and offers a rallying cry for 
liberal Christians to reclaim the noble traditions of their 
faith.

First Freedom: 
The Fight for 
Religious Liberty

Randall 
Balmer, 
Lee 
Grogerg 
& Mark 
Mabry

In the sweltering summer of 1789, James Madison 
penned sixteen words in spare prose that became the 
First Amendment to the United States Constitution. 
Herein the founding fathers of a young government 
pledged separation of church and state, thus 
guaranteeing religious freedom for its citizens and 
establishing a free marketplace for religion in the 
United States. Utterly unprecedented in Western 
history, this construction of a government without the 
interlocking authority of religion set a new course for 
faith and politics and has produced a vibrant religious 
culture unmatched anywhere in the world. First 
Freedom details the progression of religious liberty 
from pilgrims and Puritans to the creation of the Bill of 
Rights and how it shaped a new nation. 

Close Encounters 
with the Religious 
Right: Journeys 
into the Twilight 
Zone of Religion 
and Politics

Rob 
Boston

What does Pat Robertson's Christian Coalition really 
want? What secret agenda lies behind radio counselor 
James Dobson's Focus on the Family? Who are the 
Promise Keepers and what are their ultimate goals? 
Why do so many leaders of the religious right engage 
in gay bashing? What would these groups do to our 
public school system, or to our government, if they 
were in power? Close Encounters with the Religious 
Right takes you behind the scenes to answer these 
questions and gives the reader a rare glimpse of a 
world the average American may not even realize 
exists.

James Madison 
on Religious 
Liberty

Robert 
Alley

This long-overdue volume is the only one of its kind 
containing all of Madison's religious writings, as well as 
new contributions by leading scholars. Madison's 
writings assume even more importance to thoughtful 
Americans as the Supreme Court continues to decide 
issues of school prayer, and as the Moral Majority tries 
to desecularize American public and private life. 
Imagine an America without the Bill of Rights, without 
the Constitution. This image of our nation, existing 
without these two foundations of freedom, justice, and 
inquiry, assaults the imagination, for these two 
documents are the fuel that runs the republic. What is 
even more remarkable is that their primary author was 
one man - James Madison.

The Most 
Dangerous Man 
in America? 

Robert 
Boston

Televangelist Pat Robertson has built one of the most 
powerful religious-political movements in American 
history. His Christian Coalition - with its '700 Club' 
broadcasting fundamentalism tinged with right-wing 
politics to an audience of millions, its American Center 
for Law and Justice legal action group attempting to 
impose far-right Christian ideas via the courts, and the 
growing number of graduates from its Regents 
University - wields a mighty sword within the 
Republican party in at least 25 states while GOP 
national leaders and presidential hopefuls court its 
favour. Despite his power, many Americans are not 
aware of Robertson's extreme political views or his 
goals for the United States. This book examines the 
role Robertson plays in contemporary politics and his 
efforts to influence American society through his 
various political organisations, businesses, and 
broadcast empire.

Why the 
Religious Right is 
Wrong about 
Separation of 
Church and State

Robert 
Boston

Award-winning journalist Robert Boston lambastes the 
zealots of the Religious Right for spreading 
misinformation about the constitutional principle of the 
separation of church and state. Boston reveals how a 
band of ultraconservative religious groups with a 
political agenda - led primarily by televangelist Pat 
Robertson - is conducting a systematic war aginst the 
separation of church and state. The tactics of these 
groups are designed to exploit unfounded fears and 
turn the American people against the separationist 
principle. To expose the Religious Right's blatant 
distortions of U.S. history and correct its skewed 
analysis of legal rulings, Boston objectively reviews the 
evolution of church/state relations in the United States 
and looks at how the separation principle has been 
applied by the courts. He also examines efforts by 
sectarian groups to win government support for their 
schools, the school prayer issue, the history of the free 
exercise of religion, and the controversial role of 
religion in the public square.

Queering 
Christianity: 
Finding a Place 
at the Table for 
LGBTQI 
Christians

Robert 
E. 
Shore-
Goss et. 
Al.

Through essays by noted lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer or questioning, and intersex 
(LGBTQI) religion scholars, this important compilation 
summarizes the history and current status of LGBTQI 
theology, exploring its relationship to the policies, 
practices, and theology of traditional Christianity. 
Contributors contrast the "radically inclusive" thinking 
of LGBTQI theology with the "exclusivity" practiced by 
many Christian churches, explaining the reasoning of 
each and clarifying contentious issues. At the same 
time, the book highlights ways in which "queer" 
theology and practice benefit Christian congregations. 
Writing from the perspective of grassroots Christian 
LGBTQI movements, many of the contributors draw 
upon their own experiences. Equally important, the 
work creates the basis for dialogue between traditional 
churches and followers of LGBTQI theology, offering 
practical suggestions for Christian congregations that 
wish to put aside exclusionary policies and practices.

Toward 
Benevolent 
Neutrality: 
Church, State, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Robert 
Miller. 
and 
Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

Presents the text of virtually every significant Supreme 
Court decision concerning religious freedom and 
separation of church and state. Also included are 
essays interpreting the historical background and legal 
issues involved in each case, beginning with the 
principal events leading to the adoption of the First 
Amendment.

Without a Prayer: 
Religious 
Expression in 
Public Schools

Robert 
S. Alley

This is the first thorough examination of school prayer 
to bring together the experiences of parents and 
children involved in contesting public school 
sanctioned prayer and Bible reading. Alley explores the 
way in which terms like "nonpreferentialism," 
"toleration" and "accommodation" are being used to 
hide violations of the First Amendment. Personal 
interviews were conducted with those involved in 
seven prominent cases. Each story challenges 
communities that impose the mores and cultural 
patterns of religion on their public schools. The result, 
in most instances, has been angry protests as well as 
threats against parents and children, and/or property 
damage.

Red State 
Religion: Faith 
and Politics in 
America's 
Heartland

Robert 
Wuthno
w

In Red State Religion, Robert Wuthnow tells the story 
of religiously motivated political activism in Kansas 
from territorial days to the present. He examines how 
faith mixed with politics as both ordinary Kansans and 
leaders such as John Brown, Carrie Nation, William 
Allen White, and Dwight Eisenhower struggled over the 
pivotal issues of their times, from slavery and 
Prohibition to populism and anti-communism. Beyond 
providing surprising new explanations of why Kansas 
became a conservative stronghold, the book sheds 
new light on the role of religion in red states across the 
Midwest and the United States. Contrary to recent 
influential accounts, Wuthnow argues that Kansas 
conservatism is largely pragmatic, not ideological, and 
that religion in the state has less to do with politics and 
contentious moral activism than with relationships 
between neighbors, friends, and fellow churchgoers. 

The Necessity of 
Secularism

Ronald 
A. 
Lindsey

For the first time in human history, a significant 
percentage of the world’s population no longer 
believes in God. This is especially true in developed 
nations, where in some societies nonbelievers now 
outnumber believers. Unless religion collapses 
completely, or undergoes a remarkable resurgence, 
countries across the globe must learn to carefully and 
effectively manage this societal mix of religious and 
irreligious. For in a world already deeply riven by 
sectarian conflict, this unprecedented demographic 
shift presents yet another challenge to humanity. 
Writing in an engaging, accessible style, philosopher 
and lawyer Ronald A. Lindsay develops a tightly 
crafted argument for secularism—specifically, that in a 
religiously pluralistic society, a robust, thoroughgoing 
secularism is the only reliable means of preserving 
meaningful democracy and rights of conscience.

To Defend the 
Constitution: 
Religion, 
Conscientious 
Objection, 
Naturalization, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

The story of people who were denied citizenship 
because they were conscientious objectors to war and 
how they fought their battles in the Supreme Court.

That Godless 
Court? Supreme 
Court Decisions 
on Church-State 
Relationships

Ronald 
Flowers

The "religious clause" of the First Amendment, 
seemingly simple and clear, has been and continues to 
be controversial in its application. In this book, Flowers 
explains the Court's thinking, clarifying for readers the 
decisions that have been built on or that have altered 
previous positions.

The Majesty of 
the Law: 
Reflections of a 
Supreme Court 
Justice

Sandra 
Day 
O'Conn
or

Not about church and state, but a readable introduction 
to the Supreme Court, its procedures and some of the 
issues it faces. 

God's Profits: 
Faith, Fraud and 
the Republican 
Crusade for 
Values Voters

Sarah 
Posner

Keenly observed and meticulously reported, "God's 
Profits" examines the unholy alliance between a new 
breed of corrupt televangelists and the Republican 
Party, which is eagerly courting "values voters" in the 
nation's largest megachurches. Author Sarah Posner 
exposes the activities of Kenneth Copeland, John 
Hagee, Rod Parsley, T.D. Jakes, and other politically 
connected, skillfully marketed, and increasingly 
influential religious leaders. Preaching the "prosperity 
gospel"???the notion that faith and tithing alone can 
ensure financial security???both in their churches and 
over the airwaves, these charismatic leaders scam the 
gullible even as they enjoy unprecedented access to 
top Bush Administration officials. 

Sexual 
Orientation and 
Human Rights in 
American 
Religious 
Discourse

Saul M. 
Olyan & 
Martha 
C. 
Nussba
um

Sexual orientation is a topic of intense debate within 
America's religious traditions. These discussions have 
had a significant impact on the formation of public 
policy, as speakers who locate themselves squarely 
within religious traditions have articulated positions on 
both sides in recent arguments concerning gays in the 
military, civil rights protections for gays and lesbians, 
gay marriage, parenting and foster parenting, and 
benefits for partners of gay and lesbian employees of 
major corporations and institutions. This volume, which 
stems from a 1995 conference at Brown University, 
aims to promote both academic and public 
understanding of the different positions that exist on 
sexual orientation and its public policy dimensions 
within four major American religious traditions. Writers 
from within the Jewish community, the Roman Catholic 
church, Mainline Protestant churches, and African-
American churches explore the history and tradition of 
their communities on same-sex orientation, discuss the 
moral stance they advocate, and consider the legal 
and public policy implications of that stance. For each 
of these traditions, two opposing views are 
represented, and a respondent frames the issue in a 
larger context. The book concludes with essays by 
Michael McConnell and Andrew Koppelman exploring 
how our society might find a modus vivendi in a state 
position of neutrality on the moral status of 
homosexuality.

Attack of the 
Theocrats! How 
the Religious 
Right Harms Us 
All- And What We 
Can Do About It

Sean 
Fairclot
h

At no time in American history has the United States 
had such a high percentage of theocratic members of 
Congress--those who expressly endorse religious bias 
in law. Just as ominously, at no other time have 
religious fundamentalists effectively had veto power 
over one of the country's two major political parties. As 
Sean Faircloth argues, this has led to the crumbling of 
the country's most cherished founding principle--the 
wall separating church and state--and presages even 
more crumbling.

Ellery's Protest: 
How One Young 
Man Defied 
Tradition and 
Sparked the 
Battle Over 
School Prayer

Stephen 
D. 
Solomo
n

Tells the fascinating personal and legal drama of the 
Schempp case: the family’s struggle against the ugly 
reactions of neighbors, and the impassioned courtroom 
clashes as brilliant lawyers on both sides argued about 
the meaning of religious freedom. But Schempp was 
not the only case challenging religious exercises in the 
schools at the time, and Ellery’s Protest describes the 
race to the Supreme Court among the attorneys for 
four such cases. Solomon also explores the political, 
cultural, and religious roots of the controversy. 

The Bible, The 
School and the 
Constitution: The 
Clash that 
Shaped Modern 
Church-State 
Doctrine

Steven 
K. 
Green

Draws attention to an often overlooked nineteenth 
century that remains relevant to today's church-state 
debate
Offers historical as well as legal perspectives on a 
crucial episode in American history
Extensively documented from primary sources

Freethinkers: A 
History of 
American 
Secularism

Susan 
Jacoby

At a time when the separation of church and state is 
under attack as never before, Freethinkers offers a 
powerful defense of the secularist heritage that gave 
Americans the first government in the world founded 
not on the authority of religion but on the bedrock of 
human reason. In impassioned, elegant prose, 
celebrated author Susan Jacoby traces more than two 
hundred years of secularist activism, beginning with 
the fierce debate over the omission of God from the 
Constitution. Moving from nineteenth-century 
abolitionism and suffragism through the twentieth 
century's civil liberties, civil rights, and feminist 
movements, Freethinkersilluminates the neglected 
achievements of secularists who, allied with tolerant 
believers, have led the battle for reform in the past and 
today.

The Age of 
American 
Unreason

Susan 
Jacoby

A cultural history of the last forty years, The Age of 
American Unreason focuses on the convergence of 
social forces-usually treated as separate entities-that 
has created a perfect storm of anti-rationalism. These 
include the upsurge of religious fundamentalism, with 
more political power today than ever before; the failure 
of public education to create an informed citizenry; and 
the triumph of video over print culture. Sparing neither 
the right nor the left, Jacoby asserts that Americans 
today have embraced a universe of “junk thought” that 
makes almost no effort to separate fact from opinion.

The First 
Freedoms: 
Church and State 
in America to the 
Passage of the 
First Amendment

Thomas 
Curry

Is government forbidden to assist all religions equally, 
as the Supreme Court has held? Or does the First 
Amendment merely ban exclusive aid to one religion, 
as critics of the Court assert? The First Freedoms 
studies the church-state context of colonial and 
revolutionary America to present a bold new reading of 
the historical meaning of the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment. Synthesizing and interpreting a 
wealth of evidence from the founding of Virginia to the 
passage of the Bill of Rights, including everything 
published in America before 1791, Thomas Curry 
traces America's developing ideas on religious liberty 
and offers the most extensive investigation ever of the 
historical origins and background of the First 
Amendment's religion clauses.

The Age of 
Reason

Thomas 
Paine

Of all the tyrannies that affect mankind, tyranny in 
religion is the worst," declared Thomas Paine, adding, 
"every other species of tyranny is limited to the world 
we live in; but this attempts to stride beyond the grave, 
and seeks to pursue us into eternity." Paine's years of 
study and reflection on the role of religion in society 
culminated with his final work, The Age of Reason. 
This coolly reasoned polemic influenced religious 
thinking throughout the world at the dawn of the 
nineteenth century, and its resonance remains 
undiminished by time.
The selfsame humanist and egalitarian views that 
made Paine a popular figure of the American 
Revolution brought him into frequent conflict with 
political authorities. Parts of The Age of Reason were 
written in a French jail, where Paine was confined for 
his opposition to the execution of Louis XVI. An atack 
on revealed religion from the deist point of view — 
embodied by Paine's credo, "I believe in one God, and 
no more" — this work undertakes a hitherto unheard-of 
approach to Bible study. Its critical and objective 
examination of Old and New Testatments cites 
nemerous contradictions as evidence against literal 
interpretations of the text. Well articulated and 
eminently readable, The Age of Reason is a classic of 
free thought.

Founding Faith: 
Providence, 
Politics, and the 
Birth of Religious 
Freedom in 
America

Waldma
n, 
Steven

Waldman lays out the debate between the 
accommodationists and separationists and then details 
the activities and beliefs of the Founding Fathers to 
see who of the contemporary disputants is right. He 
comes down in favor of the separationists, but he is fair 
to each side and helps the student understand the 
nature of the debate and where it comes from. 

The First Liberty, 
Religion and the 
American 
Republic

William 
Lee 
Miller

Though many claim the United States to be a 
"Christian Nation," Miller provides a fascinatingly vivid 
account of the philosophical skirmishes and political 
machinations that led to the "wall of separation" 
between church and state. That famous phrase is 
Jefferson's, though it does not appear in the 
Declaration of Independence nor in the Constitution. 
But Miller follows this seminal idea from three great 
standard-bearers of religious liberty: Jefferson, 
Madison, and Roger Williams. Jefferson, who wrote 
the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, the 
precursor of the First Amendment of the Constitution; 
James Madison, who was politically responsible for 
Virginia's acceptance of religious liberty and who, a 
few years later, helped draft the Bill of Rights; and the 
even earlier figure, the radical dissenter Roger 
Williams, who propounded the idea of religious 
freedom not as a rational secularist but out of a deeply 
held spiritual faith. 

Church and State 
in American 
History, 3rd 
Edition

Wilson, 
John F. 
and 
Donald 
L. 
Drakem
an

Presents chronologically-organized chapters that 
include selections from documents like colonial 
charters, opinions of the Supreme Court and salient 
legislation, along with contemporary commentary, and 
incisive interpretations of the issues by modern 
scholars. Figures as divergent as John Winthrop, John 
F. Kennedy, and Sandra Day O’Connor speak from 
these pages as directly as Paul Blanshard, Leon 
Higginbotham, John Courtney Murray, and Robert 
Bellah. Church and State in American History 
addresses the difficult relationships among the political 
and religious structures of our society and the 
emergence of an American solution to the church-state 
problem.



Title Author Description
Visions of 
Reality- What 
Fundamentalist 
Schools Teach

Albert J. 
Menend
ez

Although a majority of Americans have repeatedly 
shown in referendum elections and opinion polls that 
they oppose tax support for nonpublic schools, 
fundamentalist leaders and their political lobbies are 
putting increasing pressure on Congress and state 
legislatures to compel taxpayers to support sectarian 
private schools through "vouchers" or "tuition tax 
credits," under the deceptive banner of "school 
choice." Albert J. Menendez has carefully examined 
the most widely used history, English, and science 
textbooks in fundamentalist private schools. He 
documents the fact that these schools promote 
prejudice against people of other faiths, distort history, 
derogate our literary heritage, cast science in a bad 
light, and otherwise indoctrinate children with "visions 
of reality" that are incompatible with public tax support.

Religion and the 
Public Schools

Anne 
Marie 
Lofaso

Religion in the Public Schools: A Road Map for 
Avoiding Lawsuits and Respecting Parents’ Legal 
Rights is designed to help. This handy 129-page book, 
written by Associate Professor of Law Anne Marie 
Lofaso of West Virginia University, examines what the 
courts have said about many religion-in-school 
controversies and provides clear, concise answers to 
common questions. Fully referenced and 
footnoted, Religion in the Public Schools is the perfect 
guide for anyone seeking to better navigate the 
intersection between religion and public education.

Why We Still 
Need Public 
Schools

Art Must 
Jr.

Two cornerstones of American democracy - separation 
of church and state, and public schools - are under 
increasing attack. As this collection of essays, written 
by some of America's leading educators, political 
figures, and advocates of religious liberty shows, 
universal public education and the separation of 
church and state are related. The eminent contributors 
to this book argue that we need to defend both 
institutions against increasing onslaughts by the 
Religious Right and other self-proclaimed arbiters of 
societal behavior, who seek to dictate public policy and 
who are labeling the public schools themselves as 
"immoral" institutions. At issue here is not whether 
public schools need to be improved. It is assumed that 
improvement is necessary.

Piety & Politics: 
The Right Wing 
Assault on 
Religious 
Freedom

Barry 
Lynn

In the wake of the 2004 presidential election, the 
Religious Right insisted that George Bush had been 
handed a mandate for an ideology-based social 
agenda, including the passage of a “marriage 
amendment” to ban same-sex unions, diversion of tax 
money to religious groups through “faith-based 
initiatives,” the teaching of creationism in public 
schools, and restrictions on abortion. Led by an 
aggressive band of television preachers and extremist 
radio personalities, the Religious Right set its sights on 
demolishing the wall of separation between church and 
state. The Reverend Barry Lynn is a devout Christian, 
but he argues that politicians need to stop looking to 
the Bible to justify their actions and should consult 
another source instead: the U.S. Constitution. 

First Freedom 
First: A Citizen's 
Guide to 
Protecting 
Religious Liberty 
and Separation of 
Church and State

Barry 
Lynn & 
C. 
Welton 
Gaddy

The United States is the most religiously diverse nation 
in the world, due in large part to the clauses of the First 
Amendment that guarantee freedom for and from 
religion. But as we debate displaying Christmas trees 
at city hall and the Ten Commandments in the 
courthouse, we must ask: in what other ways is our 
religious liberty being compromised. In First Freedom 
First, with clear language and recognizable examples, 
two of the most trusted voices on church-state 
separation address head-on the many areas where 
religion and politics overlap, with consequences for all 
Americans.

The Right to 
Religious Liberty: 
The Basic ACLU 
Guide to 
Religious Rights

Barry 
Lynn, 
Marc D. 
Stern, 
and 
Oliver 
S. 
Thomas

This revised and updated edition of The Right to 
Religious Liberty sets forth an individual’s religious 
rights under present law, offering suggestions as to 
how they can be preserved and protected. (A bit 
dated-1995- but otherwise a good resource)

  Journal of 
Church and State

Baylor 
Universi
ty

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Pray the Gay 
Away: The 
Extraordinary 
Lives of Bible 
Belt Gays

Bernade
tte 
Barton

While some areas of the Unites States have made 
tremendous progress in securing rights for gay people, 
Bible Belt states lag behind. In Pray the Gay Away, 
Bernadette Barton argues that conventions of small 
town life, rules which govern Southern manners, and 
the power wielded by Christian institutions serve as a 
foundation for both passive and active homophobia in 
the Bible Belt. She explores how conservative 
Christian ideology reproduces homophobic attitudes 
and shares how Bible Belt gays negotiate these 
attitudes in their daily lives. Drawing on the remarkable 
stories of Bible Belt gays, Barton brings to the fore 
their thoughts, experiences and hard-won insights to 
explore the front lines of our national culture war over 
marriage, family, hate crimes, and equal rights. 

To Serve God 
and Wal-Mart: 
The Making of 
Christian Free 
Enterprise

Bethany 
Ellen 
Moreton

In the decades after World War II, evangelical 
Christianity nourished America’s devotion to free 
markets, free trade, and free enterprise. The history of 
Wal-Mart uncovers a complex network that united Sun 
Belt entrepreneurs, evangelical employees, Christian 
business students, overseas missionaries, and free-
market activists. Through the stories of people linked 
by the world’s largest corporation, Bethany Moreton 
shows how a Christian service ethos powered 
capitalism at home and abroad.

Moral Minority: 
Our Skeptical 
Founding Fathers

Brooke 
Allen

In her lively refutation of modern claims about 
America's religious origins, Brooke Allen looks back at 
the late eighteenth century and shows decisively that 
the United States was founded not on Christian 
principles at all but on Enlightenment ideas. Moral 
Minority presents a powerful case that the unique legal 
framework the Founding Fathers created was 
designed according to the humanist ideals of 
Enlightenment thinkers: God entered the picture only 
as a very minor player, and Jesus Christ was 
conspicuous by his absence. The guiding spirit of the 
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. 
Constitution, Ms. Allen explains, was not Jesus Christ 
but John Locke. In direct and accessible prose, she 
provides fascinating chapters on the religious lives of 
the six men she considers the key Founding Fathers: 
Franklin, Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, and Hamilton. Far from being the 
conventional pious Christians we too often imagine, 
these men were skeptical intellectuals, in some cases 
not even Christians at all.

The Battle over 
School Prayer: 
How Engel v. 
Vitale Changed 
America

Bruce J. 
Dierenfi
eld

Bruce Dierenfield has written a concise and readable 
guide to the first and still most important case that 
addressed the constitutionality of prayer in public 
schools. The 22-word recitation in a Long Island school 
that was challenged in Engel v. Vitale was hardly 
denominational not even overtly Christian but a handful 
of parents saw it as a violation of the First 
Amendment's proscription again the establishment of 
religion. The case forced the Supreme Court to take a 
stand on Jefferson's "wall of separation" between 
church and state. When it did so, the Court declared 
that by endorsing the prayer recitation no matter how 
brief, non-denominational, or voluntary the Long Island 
school board had unconstitutionally approved the 
establishment of religion in school. Writing with 
impeccable fairness and sensitivity, Dierenfield sets his 
account of the Engel decision in the larger historical 
and political context, citing battles over a wide range of 
religious activities in public schools throughout 
American history. Through interviews with many of the 
participants, he also reveals the large price paid by the 
plaintiffs and their children, who were frequently 
harassed both during and after the trial. 

Religious 
Fundamentalisms 
and the Human 
Rights of Women

C. 
Howlan
d

Dialogue on the conflict between religious 
fundamentalism and women's rights is often stymied 
by an 'all or nothing' approach: fundamentalists claim 
of absolute religious freedom, while some feminists 
dismiss religion entirely as being so imbued with 
patriarchy as to be eternally opposed to women's 
rights. This ignores, though, the experiences of 
religious women who suffer under fundamentalism and 
fight to resist it, perceiving themselves to be at once 
religious and feminist. In Religious Fundamentalisms 
and the Human Rights of Women , Howland provides a 
forum for these different scholars, both religious and 
nonreligious, to meet and seek common ground in their 
fight against fundamentalism. Through an examination 
of international human rights, national law, grass roots 
activism, and theology, this volume explores the acute 
problems that contemporary fundamentalist 
movements pose for women's equality and liberty 
rights.

Liars for Jesus: 
The Religious 
Right's Alternate 
Version of 
American History

Chris 
Rodda

Liars for Jesus debunks many of the historical lies 
invented and used by the Christian nationalist history 
revisionists in their efforts to further their far right 
political agenda and destroy the wall of separation 
between church and state in America. Liars for Jesus 
is not a book about religion. It is a history book, 
presenting and fully documenting the true stories and 
historical facts that are distorted in the "Christian 
nation" pseudo-history promoted by the religious right.

Wrapped in the 
Flag

Claire 
Conner

Claire Conner’s award-winning memoir, Wrapped in 
the Flag (Beacon Press 2013, 2014) weaves her  
intimate personal stories with the history of the 1960s, 
70s, and 80s. She chronicles her parents’ obsession 
with radical right-wing politics embodied in the John 
Birch Society, the most powerful  anti-Communist, anti-
government, populist movement of the 20th century

Nonbeliever 
Nation: The Rise 
of Secular 
Americans

David 
Niose

Today, one in five Americans are nonbelievers―a 
rapidly growing group at a time when traditional 
Christian churches are dwindling in numbers. Still we 
see almost none of them openly serving in elected 
office, while many others continue to loudly proclaim 
the falsehood of America as a Christian nation. David 
Niose calls for nonreligious Americans from all 
backgrounds to step out of the shadows and signal 
their opposition to the long-dominant Religious Right. 
Exploring all the hot-button issues that divide the 
country―from gay marriage to education policy to 
contentious church-state battles―he shows how 
Secular Americans―a group comprised not just of 
atheists and agnostics, but lapsed Catholics, secular 
Jews, and millions of others who have walked away 
from organized religion―are mobilizing and forming 
groups all over the country (even atheist clubs in Bible-
belt high schools) to challenge the exaltation of religion 
in American politics and public life. 

Original Intent: 
Chief Justice 
Rehnquist and 
the Course of 
American 
Church/State 
Relations

Derek 
Davis

Contemporary debate in the area of church/state 
relations centers around the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment: "Congress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of religion [the 
Establishment Clause] or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof [the Free Exercise Clause]." Original Intent is a 
readable and objective summary of the views of Chief 
Justice Rehnquist and an enlightening treatise on the 
future of church/state relations in America.

Roger Williams: 
Prophet of Liberty

Edwin 
C. 
Gaustad

Roger Williams chronicles the life of one of the most 
remarkable forefathers in American history. A true 
revolutionary, this devout Puritan championed Native 
American rights; wrote treatises on equal rights, flag 
desecration, and the separation of church and state; 
established the first American settlement based on 
total religious toleration--and he lived more than a 
century before independence, when America was still a 
vast wilderness! Williams went on to adopt adult 
baptism and founded the first Baptist church in 
America. He became president of Rhode Island colony 
in 1654, served as captain in the defense of 
Providence during King Philip's War, and continued to 
write and preach passionately for religious tolerance 
and Native American rights until his death in 1683.

Proclaim Liberty 
Throughout the 
Land: A History of 
Church and State 
in America

Edwin 
Gaustad

In this volume, one of the most distinguished scholars 
of American religious history traces the complicated 
relationship of church and state from the early colonial 
period, through the unique American experiment in 
religious liberty after the Revolution, to the ongoing 
debate over religious issues in our schools and 
communities. Edwin Gaustad relates entertaining and 
edifying accounts of headline-grabbing court trials 
involving polygamy, witchcraft, and church taxation. He 
quotes moving passages from the speeches and 
writings of American Presidents and Supreme Court 
justices to prove that, to paraphrase Michelangelo, 
"religious liberty is made up of a series of trifles, but 
religious liberty is no trifle."

Faith of the 
Founders: 
Religion and the 
New Nation, 
1776-1826

Edwin 
S. 
Gaustad

Edwin Gaustad provides a careful consideration of the 
developing relationship between religion and the state 
after the American Revolution. With concise focus on 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, 
George Washington, and John Adams, Gaustad 
identifies seven varying―sometimes 
contrary―perspectives on religion that guided the 
nation's founders. Faith of the Founders shows how 
these figures possessed an intuitive understanding of 
religion that helped nourish a young country. This brief 
but insightful book offers a look into the founding 
fathers' genius―and points to a way forward through 
the ideological boundaries that threaten to upend the 
daily doings of American government today.

With God on 
Their Side: How 
Christian 
Fundamentalists 
Trampled 
Science, Policy 
and Democracy 
in George W. 
Bush's White 
House

Esther 
Kaplan

When asked which single issue most affected their 
vote in the last presidential election, more than one in 
five Americans said “moral values”—and 78 percent of 
these voters chose to reelect President George W. 
Bush. As Esther Kaplan shows in her richly detailed 
investigation, it’s no wonder the Christian right voted 
for Bush in droves—their loyal support in 2000 
produced fantastic results. While organizations that 
offer abortion counseling and services or help to 
prevent HIV see their funds cut, church groups receive 
millions in federal dollars to promote sexual abstinence 
and marriage (provided, of course, it is heterosexual). 
Bush has appointed a Christian right dream team to 
the federal courts, dedicated to tearing down what one 
such judge calls “the so-called separation of church 
and state. Religious zeal even shapes Bush’s foreign 
policy, as Christian belief in the end times spurs the 
administration’s support for hard-line policies in Israel.

Evolution vs. 
Creationism

Eugenie 
C. Scott

More than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the 
debate over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.

The Separation 
of Church and 
State: Writings on 
a Fundamental 
Freedom by 
America's 
Founders

Forrest 
Church

A primer of essential writings about one of the 
cornerstones of our democracy by the original authors 
of the Constitution, edited by preeminant liberal 
theologian Forrest Church. Americans will never stop 
debating the question of church-state separation, and 
such debates invariably lead back to the nation’s 
beginnings and the founders’ intent. The Separation of 
Church and State presents a basic collection of the 
founders’ teachings on this topic. This concise primer 
gets past the rhetoric that surrounds the current 
debate, placing the founders’ vivid writings on religious 
liberty in historical perspective. Edited and with running 
commentary by Forrest Church, this important 
collection informs anyone curious about the original 
blueprint for our country and its government.

Separation of 
Church and 
State: Founding 
Principle of 
Religious Liberty

Frank 
Lambert

Frank Lambert tackles the central claims of the 
Religious Right "historians" who insist that America 
was conceived as a "Christian State," that modern-day 
"liberals" and "secularists" have distorted and/or 
ignored the place of religion in American history, and 
that the phrase "the separation of church and state" 
does not appear in any of the founding documents and 
is, therefore, a myth created by the Left. He discusses 
what separates "bad" history from "good" history, and 
concludes that the self-styled "historians" of the 
Religious Right create a "useful past" that enlists the 
nation's founders on behalf of present-day 
conservative religious and political causes. The result 
of a politicized religious history exposes the Religious 
Right "history" as fabrications and half-truths. In fact, 
one of the foundational principles of the Constitution is 
that of separation as the key to safeguarding freedom: 
separation of powers, separation of federal and state 
governments, and separation of church and state.

Religious 
Expression and 
the American 
Constitution

Frankly
n 
Haiman

In the current environment and fervor for “homeland 
security,” personal freedoms in exchange for security 
are coming under more scrutiny. Among these 
guaranteed freedoms are the protection of religious 
expression given by the U.S. Constitution and the 
constitutional prohibitions against behaviors that 
violate the separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.

Eternal Hostility: 
The Struggle 
Between 
Theocracy and 
Democracy

Frederic
k 
Clarkso
n

What is behind the violence against abortion clinics, 
attacks on gays and lesbians and the growing power of 
the religious right? Frederick Clarkson makes it clear 
that beyond the bombers and assassins who 
sometimes make news, is a growing, if not well 
understood, movement that encompasses Pat 
Robertson's Christian Coalition, the Unification Church 
of Sun Myung Moon and the Promise Keepers--the 
lead agency of the so-called Christian men's 
movement. Clarkson exposes the wild card of the 
"theology of vigilantism" which urges the enforcement 
of "God's law" and argues for fundamentalist revolution 
against constitutional democracy. 

Setting the 
Record Straight: 
Response to 
Misconceptions 
About Public 
Education in the 
US

Gerald 
Bracey

Gerald Bracey knows there are three kinds of lies in 
education policy: lies, damned lies, and the statistics 
that reactionary reformers tout as evidence in favor of 
dismantling our public schools. In this second and 
substantially updated edition of the hard-hitting Setting 
the Record Straight, Bracey goes toe-to-toe with the 
opponents of quality public education. You'll learn how 
to discredit them in your own discussions by using the 
very logic and statistical analyses they purport to have 
on their side. In this series of smart, forceful analyses, 
Bracey homes in on specific topics like vouchers, 
school funding, and comparisons to international test 
scores, themes around which agitators have created a 
host of mythological American school failures from the 
flimsiest of evidence. Each essay begins with a 
question you might commonly hear in conversation 
about these alleged shortcomings, to which Bracey 
provides a brief, sound- byte-ready rebuttal. Then he 
follows it up with a full-length explanation, replete with 
statistical data and talking points that fully support his 
assertions-and silence those who would undermine 
education with disinformation.

Not in Our 
Classrooms

Glenn 
Branch 
& 
Eugenie 
C. Scott

Where did the concept of intelligent design originate? 
How does it connect with, and conflict with, various 
religious beliefs? Should we teach the controversy 
itself in our science classrooms? In clear and lively 
essays, a team of experts answers these questions 
and many more, describing the history of the intelligent 
design movement and the lack of scientific support for 
its claims. Most importantly, the contributors—
authorities on the scientific, legal, educational, and 
theological problems of intelligent design-speak 
specifically to teachers and parents about the need to 
defend the integrity of science education by keeping 
intelligent design out of science curriculums. 

Lowering the 
Wall: Religion 
and the Supreme 
Court in the 
1980s

Gregg 
Ivers

Convinced that church-state law under the Supreme 
Court during the 1980s took "a giant-and unwelcome 
step--backward," Gregg Ivers's book explores the 
changing relationship between religion and the state. 
Those looking for a neutral account of this relationship 
should look elsewhere. This book, commissioned by 
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, is a liberal's 
response to use of the courts by "[r]eligious 
conservatives, encouraged by the election of Ronald 
Reagan," to create a "broad wave of conservative 
religious populism" in pursuit of school prayer, financial 
assistance for parochial institutions and equal access 
to public school facilities for student religious clubs.

The Oxford 
Companion to the 
Supreme Court of 
the United States

Hall, 
Kermit L

Not about church and state, but a great resource book 
on the Court.

The Journal of 
Law and Religion

Hamline 
Universi
ty Law 
School

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Religion on Trial: 
How Supreme 
Court Trends 
Threaten 
Freedom of 
Conscience in 
America

Hammo
nd, 
Philip 
E., 
David 
W. 
Machac
ek and 
Eric 
Michael 
Mazur

A powerful indictment of the current Supreme Court, 
arguing the regressive justices are not faithful to the 
Constitution and thereby endanger religious freedom.

The Godless 
Constitution: The 
Case Against 
Religious 
Correctness

Isaac 
Krammi
k & R. 
Lawrenc
e Moore

The Godless Constitution is an urgent and timely 
reexamination of the roots of church-state separation 
in American politics - and a ringing refutation of the 
misguided claims of the religious right. In this important 
polemic two distinguished scholars of American 
political ideas and religion refute this dangerous 
attempt to introduce what they term "religious 
correctness" into our politics, by reminding us that the 
absence of any mention of God in the Constitution was 
a conscious action on the framers' part, intended to 
prevent the bloody religious controversies that so 
marked European history. They also emphasize that 
church-state separation was seen as a guarantee of - 
not a hindrance to - religions liberty. Fully respecting 
the importance of religion in the public sphere, yet 
forthright in defining proper limits, The Godless 
Constitution offers a bracing return to the first 
principles of American democracy - and a guide to 
keeping them intact in the forthcoming presidential 
campaign.

Holy Hullabaloos: 
A Road Trip to 
the Battlegrounds 
of the Church-
State Wars

J. D. 
Wexler

After ten years spent riddling over the intricacies of 
church/state law from the ivory tower, law professor 
Jay Wexler decided it was high time to hit the road to 
learn what really happened in some of the most 
controversial Supreme Court cases involving this hot-
button issue. In Holy Hullabaloos, he takes us along for 
the ride, crossing the country to meet the people and 
visit the places responsible for landmark decisions in 
recent judicial history, from a high school football field 
where fans once recited prayers before kickoff to a 
Santeria church notorious for animal sacrifice, from a 
publicly funded Muslim school to a creationist 
museum. Wexler's no-holds-barred approach to 
investigating famous church/state brouhahas is as 
funny as it is informative.

Far Right 
Fantasy: A 
Sociology of 
American 
Religion and 
Politics

James 
Aho

Far-Right Fantasy is a straight-forward, jargon-free 
study of contemporary American right-wing extremism. 
The book addresses the strengths and weaknesses of 
the standard psycho-social-cultural explanations of far-
right activism. It shows how extremists are similar 
educationally and psychologically to their more 
conventional neighbors; that they get into the 
movement in the same way that others become peace 
activists or radical environmentalists, namely, through 
their ties with fellow workers and church-goers, family 
members, and classmates; and that their views are 
given a patina of certainty by being repeatedly 
corroborated within closed, non-contaminated 
communication systems. 

Religion and the 
State: Essays in 
Honor of Leo 
Pfeffer

James 
E. Wood 
Jr.

These essays examine major themes affecting religion 
and the state in a free society and the interaction of 
religion and world order. While concern is given to the 
historical and judicial context of the Establishment and 
Free Exercise Clauses of the First Amendment, special 
attention is given to contemporary church-state 
problems in American life. In addition, the volume 
analyzes alternatives to church-state relations outside 
the United States and freedom of religion in the 
international advance of human rights.

Supreme 
Conflict: The 
Inside Story of 
the Struggle for 
Control of the 
United States 
Supreme Court

Jan 
Crawfor
d 
Greenb
urg

Drawing on unprecedented access to the Supreme 
Court justices themselves and their inner circles, 
acclaimed ABC News legal correspondent Jan 
Crawford Greenburg offers an explosive newsbreaking 
account of one of the most momentous political 
watersheds in American history. From the series of 
Republican nominations that proved deeply frustrating 
to conservatives to the decades of bruising battles that 
led to the rise of Justices Roberts and Alito, this is the 
authoritative story of the conservative effort to shift the 
direction of the high court—a revelatory look at one of 
the central fronts of America's culture wars by one of 
the most widely respected experts on the subject.

The Nine: Inside 
the Secret World 
of the Supreme 
Court

Jeffrey 
Toobin

In The Nine, acclaimed journalist Jeffrey Toobin takes 
us into the chambers of the most important—and 
secret—legal body in our country, the Supreme Court, 
revealing the complex dynamic among the nine people 
who decide the law of the land. An institution at a 
moment of transition, the Court now stands at a crucial 
point, with major changes in store on such issues as 
abortion, civil rights, and church-state relations. Based 
on exclusive interviews with the justices and with a 
keen sense of the Court’s history and the trajectory of 
its future, Jeffrey Toobin creates in The Nine a riveting 
story of one of the most important forces in American 
life today. (2008)

Roger Williams 
and the Creation 
of the American 
Soul: Church, 
State and the 
Birth of Liberty

John M. 
Barry

For four hundred years, Americans have wrestled with 
and fought over two concepts that define the nature of 
the nation: the proper relation between church and 
state and between a free individual and the state. 
These debates began with the extraordinary thought 
and struggles of Roger Williams, who had an 
unparalleled understanding of the conflict between a 
government that justified itself by "reason of state"-i.e. 
national security-and its perceived "will of God" and the 
"ancient rights and liberties" of individuals. Acclaimed 
historian John M. Barry explores the development of 
these fundamental ideas through the story of the man 
who was the first to link religious freedom to individual 
liberty, and who created in America the first 
government and society on earth informed by those 
beliefs. 

Religious Liberty 
and the Secular 
State

John M. 
Swomle
y

This book exposes the Supreme Court's erosion of the 
Establishment Clause while emphasizing the Free 
Exercise Clause. Swomley also explores civil religion, 
secular humanism, and the current counter-revolution 
against separation of church and state led by some 
religious and political conservatives who would profit 
from government aid. He also lists the benefits 
churches would realize under a secular government.

Religion and the 
American 
Constitutional 
Experiment: 
Essential Rights 
and Liberties

John 
Witte, 
Jr.

The third edition of this classic book provides a 
comprehensive, multidisciplinary overview of the 
history, theory, law, and comparative analysis of 
American religious liberty from the earliest colonial 
period through the most recent Supreme Court cases. 
The authors present balanced, accessible discussions 
of controversial issues, such as funding religious 
schools and charities and displaying religious symbols 
on government property. 

The Last 
Freedom: 
Religion from the 
Public School to 
the Public Square

Joseph 
P.Vitterit
i

The presidency of George W. Bush has polarized the 
church-state debate as never before. The Far Right 
has been emboldened to use religion to govern, while 
the Far Left has redoubled its efforts to evict religion 
from public life entirely. In The Last Freedom, Joseph 
Viteritti argues that there is a basic tension between 
religion and democracy because religion often rejects 
compromise as a matter of principle while democracy 
requires compromise to thrive. Viteritti argues that 
Americans must guard against debasing politics with 
either antireligious bigotry or religious zealotry. 
Drawing on politics, history, and law, he defines a new 
approach to the church-state question that protects the 
religious and the secular alike. Challenging much 
conventional opinion, Viteritti argues that the courts 
have failed to adequately protect religious minorities, 
that the rights of the religious are under greater threat 
than those of the secular, and that democracy exacts 
greater compromises and sacrifices from the religious 
than it does from the secular.

The Good News 
Club: The 
Christian Right's 
Stealth Assault 
on America's 
Children

Katherin
e 
Stewart

In 2009, the Good News Club came to the public 
elementary school where journalist Katherine Stewart 
sent her children. The Club, which is sponsored by the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, bills itself as an after-
school program of “Bible study.” But Stewart soon 
discovered that the Club’s real mission is to convert 
children to fundamentalist Christianity and encourage 
them to proselytize to their “unchurched” peers, all the 
while promoting the natural but false impression 
among the children that its activities are endorsed by 
the school. Astonished to discover that the U.S. 
Supreme Court has deemed this—and other forms of 
religious activity in public schools—legal, Stewart set 
off on an investigative journey to dozens of cities and 
towns across the nation to document the impact. In this 
book she demonstrates that there is more religion in 
America’s public schools today than there has been for 
the past 100 years. The movement driving this agenda 
is stealthy. It is aggressive. It has our children in its 
sights. And its ultimate aim is to destroy the system of 
public education as we know it.

American 
Theocracy: The 
Peril and Politics 
of Radical 
Religion, Oil, and 
Borrowed Money 
in the 21st 
Century

Kevin 
Phillips

Phillips takes an uncompromising view of the current 
age of global overreach, fundamentalist religion, 
diminishing resources, and ballooning debt under the 
GOP majority. With an eye to the past and a searing 
vision of the future, Phillips confirms what too many 
Americans are still unwilling to admit about the depth 
of our misgovernment.

The 
Fundamentals of 
Extremism: The 
Christian Right in 
America

Kimberl
y Blaker

The politics, educational policies, and social values 
perpetuated by Christian fundamentalists are exposed 
in this critical perspective on the religious right's role in 
American society. Statistics and studies of the 
movement are offered that provide insight into the 
causes and characteristics of fundamentalism and its 
effects on minority groups including women, children, 
African Americans, gays, and lesbians. Essays from a 
variety of authors consider the path to theocracy, the 
effect of the theology of inerrancy on politics, and the 
state of fundamentalism in the United States after the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Creationism on 
Trial: Evolution 
and God at Little 
Rock

Langdo
n Gilkey

Creationism on Trial is Gilkey's blow-by-blow account 
of his experiences as a witness for the ACLU at the 
1981 creationist trial in Little Rock, AR.

The Devil in 
Dover: An 
Insider's Story of 
Dogma v. Darwin 
in Small Town 
America

Lauri 
Lebo

Local newspaper reporter Lauri Lebo was handed the 
story of a lifetime when the Dover (Pennsylvania) 
School Board adopted a measure to require its ninth-
grade biology students to learn about intelligent 
design. In a case that recalled the famed 1925 Scopes 
“monkey” trial and made international headlines, 
eleven parents sued the school board. When the case 
wound up in federal court before a George W. Bush–
appointed judge, Lebo had a front-row seat. Lebo 
skillfully probes the compelling background of the 
case, introducing us to the plaintiffs, the defendants, 
the lawyers, and a parade of witnesses, along with 
Judge John E. Jones, who would eventually condemn 
the school board’s decision as one of “breathtaking 
inanity.” With the antievolution battle having moved to 
the state level—and the recent passage of state 
legislation that protects the right of schools to teach 
alternatives to evolution—the story will continue to be 
relevant for years to come.

Religion, State 
and the Burger 
Court

Leo 
Pfeffer

In Religion, State and the Burger Court, Leo Pfeffer, 
the leading authority on church/state law, presents a 
trenchant analysis of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court under Chief Justice Warren E. Burger, focusing 
on the Court's interpretation of the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments. These amendments that guarantee the 
separation of church and state and the free exercise of 
religion are fundamental to the unique character of 
democracy as it exists in the United States. However, 
the distinction between affairs of state and the 
concerns of organized religion has become blurred.

The 
Establishment 
Clause, Religion 
and the First 
Amendment

Leonard 
W. Levy

Leonard Levy's classic work examines the 
circumstances that led to the writing of the 
establishment clause of the First Amendment: 
'Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion. . . .' He argues that, contrary 
to popular belief, the framers of the Constitution 
intended to prohibit government aid to religion even on 
an impartial basis. He thus refutes the view of 
'nonpreferentialists,' who interpret the clause as 
allowing such aid provided that the assistance is not 
restricted to a preferred church. For this new edition, 
Levy has added to his original arguments and 
incorporated much new material, including an analysis 
of Jefferson's ideas on the relationship between church 
and state and a discussion of the establishment clause 
cases brought before the Supreme Court since the 
book was originally published in 1986.

God vs The 
Gavel: Religion 
and the Rule of 
Law

Marci 
Hamilto
n

God vs. the Gavel challenges the pervasive 
assumption that all religious conduct deserves 
constitutional protection. While religious conduct 
provides many benefits to society, it is not always 
benign. The thesis of the book is that anyone who 
harms another person should be governed by the laws 
that govern everyone else - and truth be told, religion is 
capable of great harm.

The Search for 
Christian America

Mark 
Noll., 
Nathan 
O. 
Hatch 
and 
George 
M. 
Marsde
n

The Search for Christian America" explores key 
questions raised by the movement asserting the 
Christian heritage of the U.S. and calling for its 
recovery. Through careful historical and contemporary 
analysis, the authors address such issues as: how 
much Christian action is required to make a whole 
society Christian; Puritan New England as case study; 
Christian principles vs. baptised ideology in the 
Revolutionary period; the stumbling block of incorrect 
views of America's history for effective Christian 
involvement in critical public issues; the relationship of 
Christian convictions to political or social agendas; 
learning to think historically as a guard against 
shortsighted or simplistic approaches.

The Myth of 
Christian 
America: What 
You Need to 
Know About the 
Separation of 
Church and State

Mark 
Weldon 
Whitten

Written in an accessible, popular style, Whitten 
provides sound scholarship in defense of the 
exposition of constitutional church-state separation.

Liberty and 
Conscience

Martha 
Nussba
um

The respect for religious difference has formed the 
bedrock of our nation and made equality possible. Yet 
today we are told that “moral values”—code for a 
government shaped by religious concerns—must be 
the keystone of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.

A Wall of 
Separation? 
Debating the 
Public Role of 
Religion

Mary C. 
Segers 
& Ted 
G. Jelen

Should the wall of separation between church and 
state be permeable or inviolable? This question has 
been hotly contested since the nation's founding and 
contentious debates persist today. With a collection of 
the most significant documents and an introduction by 
Clarke E. Cochran that provides the historical context 
of the debate, prominent scholars Mary Segers and 
Ted Jelen debate the impact of organized religion on 
the democratic process, examine its influence on 
political discourse, and discuss its significance for the 
creation of public policy. The authors illuminate the 
constitutional implications of using religion to cultivate 
public morality and discuss the complexities of creating 
a civic-minded citizenry in a pluralistic society.

Religious 
Freedom and the 
Supreme Court

Melissa 
Rogers, 
and 
Steven 
K. 
Green

A completely recast, updated, version of Robert T. 
Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward Benevolent 
Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme Court, 
listed belowA completely recast, updated, version of 
Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward 
Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme 
Court, listed belowA completely recast, updated, 
version of Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, 
Toward Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the 
Supreme Court, listed below

That's Not What 
They Meant! 
Reclaiming 
America's 
Founding Fathers 
from the Right 
Wing

Michael 
Austin

 In That's Not What They Meant! Professor Michael 
Austin examines dozens of books, articles, speeches, 
and radio broadcasts by such figures as Glenn Beck, 
Mark Levin, Sean Hannity, Larry Schweikart, and 
David Barton to expose the deep historical flaws in 
their use of America's founding history. In contrast to 
their misleading method of citing proof texts to serve a 
narrow agenda, Austin allows the Founding Fathers to 
speak for themselves, situating all quotations in the 
proper historical context. What emerges is a true 
historical picture of men who often disagreed with one 
another on such crucial issues as federal power, 
judicial review, and the separation of church and state. 
As Austin shows, the real legacy of the Founding 
Fathers to us is a political process: a system of 
disagreement, debate, and compromise that has kept 
democracy vibrant in America for more than two 
hundred years. Austin's carefully researched and 
rigorously argued book is essential reading for anyone 
seeking the accurate historical background to many of 
the hot-button political debates of today.

The Religious 
Roots of the First 
Amendment: 
Dissenting 
Protestants and 
the Separation of 
Church and State

Nichola
s P. 
Miller

Traditional understandings of the genesis of the 
separation of church and state rest on assumptions 
about "Enlightenment" and the republican ethos of 
citizenship. In The Religious Roots of the First 
Amendment, Nicholas P. Miller does not seek to 
dislodge that interpretation but to augment and enrich 
it by recovering its cultural and discursive religious 
contexts--specifically the discourse of Protestant 
dissent. He argues that commitments by certain 
dissenting Protestants to the right of private judgment 
in matters of Biblical interpretation, an outgrowth of the 
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, helped 
promote religious disestablishment in the early modern 
West. Miller shows that the separation of church and 
state can be read, most persuasively, as the triumph of 
a particular strand of Protestant nonconformity-that 
which stretched back to the Puritan separatist and the 
Restoration sects, rather than to those, like 
Presbyterians, who sought to replace the "wrong" 
church establishment with their own, "right" one. 

The Creator in 
the Courtroom: 
"Scopes II": The 
1981 Arkansas 
Creation-
Evolution Trial

Norman 
Geisler

Written by a creationist, this book is an account of the 
Scopes trial from that perspective, and argues that the 
judge in the case was prejudiced agains creationism 
from the very beginning. 

Storm Center: 
The Supreme 
Court in 
American Politics

O’Brien, 
David M

A terrific introduction to the history and particularly the 
workings of the Supreme Court, although it has very 
little specifically about church and state

God on Trial: 
Dispatches from 
America's 
Religious 
Battlefields

Peter 
Irons

Over the past two decades, federal courts have 
become contentious battlefields in America's growing 
religious wars. Since 1989, five momentous court 
cases have divided communities and the nation. Peter 
Irons, a noted constitutional scholar, lawyer, and author 
of the bestselling May It Please the Court, delivers a 
compelling narrative accompanied by first-person 
accounts from both sides of the fight in these historic 
cases. 

Living the 
Secular Life

Phil 
Zucker
man

Drawing on innovative sociological research, Living the 
Secular Life illuminates this demographic shift with the 
moral convictions that govern secular individuals, 
offering crucial information for the religious and 
nonreligious alike. Living the Secular Life reveals that, 
despite opinions to the contrary, nonreligious 
Americans possess a unique moral code that allows 
them to effectively navigate the complexities of modern 
life. Spiritual self-reliance, clear-eyed pragmatism, and 
an abiding faith in the Golden Rule to adjudicate moral 
decisions: these common principles are shared across 
secular society. Living the Secular Life demonstrates 
these principles in action and points to their usage 
throughout daily life.

Thy Kingdom 
Come: How the 
Religious Right 
Distorts Faith and 
Threatens 
America

Randall 
Balmer

For much of American history, evangelicalism was 
aligned with progressive political causes-the abolition 
of slavery, universal suffrage, and public education. 
But contemporary conservative activists have 
defaulted on this majestic legacy, embracing instead 
an agenda virtually indistinguishable from the 
Republican Party platform. How has evangelical 
Christianity become so entrenched in partisan politics? 
Randall Balmer, an evangelical Christian and a 
historian of American religion, deftly combines 
ethnographic research, theological reflections, and 
historical context to examine the nature of the 
Religious Right today-and offers a rallying cry for 
liberal Christians to reclaim the noble traditions of their 
faith.

First Freedom: 
The Fight for 
Religious Liberty

Randall 
Balmer, 
Lee 
Grogerg 
& Mark 
Mabry

In the sweltering summer of 1789, James Madison 
penned sixteen words in spare prose that became the 
First Amendment to the United States Constitution. 
Herein the founding fathers of a young government 
pledged separation of church and state, thus 
guaranteeing religious freedom for its citizens and 
establishing a free marketplace for religion in the 
United States. Utterly unprecedented in Western 
history, this construction of a government without the 
interlocking authority of religion set a new course for 
faith and politics and has produced a vibrant religious 
culture unmatched anywhere in the world. First 
Freedom details the progression of religious liberty 
from pilgrims and Puritans to the creation of the Bill of 
Rights and how it shaped a new nation. 

Close Encounters 
with the Religious 
Right: Journeys 
into the Twilight 
Zone of Religion 
and Politics

Rob 
Boston

What does Pat Robertson's Christian Coalition really 
want? What secret agenda lies behind radio counselor 
James Dobson's Focus on the Family? Who are the 
Promise Keepers and what are their ultimate goals? 
Why do so many leaders of the religious right engage 
in gay bashing? What would these groups do to our 
public school system, or to our government, if they 
were in power? Close Encounters with the Religious 
Right takes you behind the scenes to answer these 
questions and gives the reader a rare glimpse of a 
world the average American may not even realize 
exists.

James Madison 
on Religious 
Liberty

Robert 
Alley

This long-overdue volume is the only one of its kind 
containing all of Madison's religious writings, as well as 
new contributions by leading scholars. Madison's 
writings assume even more importance to thoughtful 
Americans as the Supreme Court continues to decide 
issues of school prayer, and as the Moral Majority tries 
to desecularize American public and private life. 
Imagine an America without the Bill of Rights, without 
the Constitution. This image of our nation, existing 
without these two foundations of freedom, justice, and 
inquiry, assaults the imagination, for these two 
documents are the fuel that runs the republic. What is 
even more remarkable is that their primary author was 
one man - James Madison.

The Most 
Dangerous Man 
in America? 

Robert 
Boston

Televangelist Pat Robertson has built one of the most 
powerful religious-political movements in American 
history. His Christian Coalition - with its '700 Club' 
broadcasting fundamentalism tinged with right-wing 
politics to an audience of millions, its American Center 
for Law and Justice legal action group attempting to 
impose far-right Christian ideas via the courts, and the 
growing number of graduates from its Regents 
University - wields a mighty sword within the 
Republican party in at least 25 states while GOP 
national leaders and presidential hopefuls court its 
favour. Despite his power, many Americans are not 
aware of Robertson's extreme political views or his 
goals for the United States. This book examines the 
role Robertson plays in contemporary politics and his 
efforts to influence American society through his 
various political organisations, businesses, and 
broadcast empire.

Why the 
Religious Right is 
Wrong about 
Separation of 
Church and State

Robert 
Boston

Award-winning journalist Robert Boston lambastes the 
zealots of the Religious Right for spreading 
misinformation about the constitutional principle of the 
separation of church and state. Boston reveals how a 
band of ultraconservative religious groups with a 
political agenda - led primarily by televangelist Pat 
Robertson - is conducting a systematic war aginst the 
separation of church and state. The tactics of these 
groups are designed to exploit unfounded fears and 
turn the American people against the separationist 
principle. To expose the Religious Right's blatant 
distortions of U.S. history and correct its skewed 
analysis of legal rulings, Boston objectively reviews the 
evolution of church/state relations in the United States 
and looks at how the separation principle has been 
applied by the courts. He also examines efforts by 
sectarian groups to win government support for their 
schools, the school prayer issue, the history of the free 
exercise of religion, and the controversial role of 
religion in the public square.

Queering 
Christianity: 
Finding a Place 
at the Table for 
LGBTQI 
Christians

Robert 
E. 
Shore-
Goss et. 
Al.

Through essays by noted lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer or questioning, and intersex 
(LGBTQI) religion scholars, this important compilation 
summarizes the history and current status of LGBTQI 
theology, exploring its relationship to the policies, 
practices, and theology of traditional Christianity. 
Contributors contrast the "radically inclusive" thinking 
of LGBTQI theology with the "exclusivity" practiced by 
many Christian churches, explaining the reasoning of 
each and clarifying contentious issues. At the same 
time, the book highlights ways in which "queer" 
theology and practice benefit Christian congregations. 
Writing from the perspective of grassroots Christian 
LGBTQI movements, many of the contributors draw 
upon their own experiences. Equally important, the 
work creates the basis for dialogue between traditional 
churches and followers of LGBTQI theology, offering 
practical suggestions for Christian congregations that 
wish to put aside exclusionary policies and practices.

Toward 
Benevolent 
Neutrality: 
Church, State, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Robert 
Miller. 
and 
Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

Presents the text of virtually every significant Supreme 
Court decision concerning religious freedom and 
separation of church and state. Also included are 
essays interpreting the historical background and legal 
issues involved in each case, beginning with the 
principal events leading to the adoption of the First 
Amendment.

Without a Prayer: 
Religious 
Expression in 
Public Schools

Robert 
S. Alley

This is the first thorough examination of school prayer 
to bring together the experiences of parents and 
children involved in contesting public school 
sanctioned prayer and Bible reading. Alley explores the 
way in which terms like "nonpreferentialism," 
"toleration" and "accommodation" are being used to 
hide violations of the First Amendment. Personal 
interviews were conducted with those involved in 
seven prominent cases. Each story challenges 
communities that impose the mores and cultural 
patterns of religion on their public schools. The result, 
in most instances, has been angry protests as well as 
threats against parents and children, and/or property 
damage.

Red State 
Religion: Faith 
and Politics in 
America's 
Heartland

Robert 
Wuthno
w

In Red State Religion, Robert Wuthnow tells the story 
of religiously motivated political activism in Kansas 
from territorial days to the present. He examines how 
faith mixed with politics as both ordinary Kansans and 
leaders such as John Brown, Carrie Nation, William 
Allen White, and Dwight Eisenhower struggled over the 
pivotal issues of their times, from slavery and 
Prohibition to populism and anti-communism. Beyond 
providing surprising new explanations of why Kansas 
became a conservative stronghold, the book sheds 
new light on the role of religion in red states across the 
Midwest and the United States. Contrary to recent 
influential accounts, Wuthnow argues that Kansas 
conservatism is largely pragmatic, not ideological, and 
that religion in the state has less to do with politics and 
contentious moral activism than with relationships 
between neighbors, friends, and fellow churchgoers. 

The Necessity of 
Secularism

Ronald 
A. 
Lindsey

For the first time in human history, a significant 
percentage of the world’s population no longer 
believes in God. This is especially true in developed 
nations, where in some societies nonbelievers now 
outnumber believers. Unless religion collapses 
completely, or undergoes a remarkable resurgence, 
countries across the globe must learn to carefully and 
effectively manage this societal mix of religious and 
irreligious. For in a world already deeply riven by 
sectarian conflict, this unprecedented demographic 
shift presents yet another challenge to humanity. 
Writing in an engaging, accessible style, philosopher 
and lawyer Ronald A. Lindsay develops a tightly 
crafted argument for secularism—specifically, that in a 
religiously pluralistic society, a robust, thoroughgoing 
secularism is the only reliable means of preserving 
meaningful democracy and rights of conscience.

To Defend the 
Constitution: 
Religion, 
Conscientious 
Objection, 
Naturalization, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

The story of people who were denied citizenship 
because they were conscientious objectors to war and 
how they fought their battles in the Supreme Court.

That Godless 
Court? Supreme 
Court Decisions 
on Church-State 
Relationships

Ronald 
Flowers

The "religious clause" of the First Amendment, 
seemingly simple and clear, has been and continues to 
be controversial in its application. In this book, Flowers 
explains the Court's thinking, clarifying for readers the 
decisions that have been built on or that have altered 
previous positions.

The Majesty of 
the Law: 
Reflections of a 
Supreme Court 
Justice

Sandra 
Day 
O'Conn
or

Not about church and state, but a readable introduction 
to the Supreme Court, its procedures and some of the 
issues it faces. 

God's Profits: 
Faith, Fraud and 
the Republican 
Crusade for 
Values Voters

Sarah 
Posner

Keenly observed and meticulously reported, "God's 
Profits" examines the unholy alliance between a new 
breed of corrupt televangelists and the Republican 
Party, which is eagerly courting "values voters" in the 
nation's largest megachurches. Author Sarah Posner 
exposes the activities of Kenneth Copeland, John 
Hagee, Rod Parsley, T.D. Jakes, and other politically 
connected, skillfully marketed, and increasingly 
influential religious leaders. Preaching the "prosperity 
gospel"???the notion that faith and tithing alone can 
ensure financial security???both in their churches and 
over the airwaves, these charismatic leaders scam the 
gullible even as they enjoy unprecedented access to 
top Bush Administration officials. 

Sexual 
Orientation and 
Human Rights in 
American 
Religious 
Discourse

Saul M. 
Olyan & 
Martha 
C. 
Nussba
um

Sexual orientation is a topic of intense debate within 
America's religious traditions. These discussions have 
had a significant impact on the formation of public 
policy, as speakers who locate themselves squarely 
within religious traditions have articulated positions on 
both sides in recent arguments concerning gays in the 
military, civil rights protections for gays and lesbians, 
gay marriage, parenting and foster parenting, and 
benefits for partners of gay and lesbian employees of 
major corporations and institutions. This volume, which 
stems from a 1995 conference at Brown University, 
aims to promote both academic and public 
understanding of the different positions that exist on 
sexual orientation and its public policy dimensions 
within four major American religious traditions. Writers 
from within the Jewish community, the Roman Catholic 
church, Mainline Protestant churches, and African-
American churches explore the history and tradition of 
their communities on same-sex orientation, discuss the 
moral stance they advocate, and consider the legal 
and public policy implications of that stance. For each 
of these traditions, two opposing views are 
represented, and a respondent frames the issue in a 
larger context. The book concludes with essays by 
Michael McConnell and Andrew Koppelman exploring 
how our society might find a modus vivendi in a state 
position of neutrality on the moral status of 
homosexuality.

Attack of the 
Theocrats! How 
the Religious 
Right Harms Us 
All- And What We 
Can Do About It

Sean 
Fairclot
h

At no time in American history has the United States 
had such a high percentage of theocratic members of 
Congress--those who expressly endorse religious bias 
in law. Just as ominously, at no other time have 
religious fundamentalists effectively had veto power 
over one of the country's two major political parties. As 
Sean Faircloth argues, this has led to the crumbling of 
the country's most cherished founding principle--the 
wall separating church and state--and presages even 
more crumbling.

Ellery's Protest: 
How One Young 
Man Defied 
Tradition and 
Sparked the 
Battle Over 
School Prayer

Stephen 
D. 
Solomo
n

Tells the fascinating personal and legal drama of the 
Schempp case: the family’s struggle against the ugly 
reactions of neighbors, and the impassioned courtroom 
clashes as brilliant lawyers on both sides argued about 
the meaning of religious freedom. But Schempp was 
not the only case challenging religious exercises in the 
schools at the time, and Ellery’s Protest describes the 
race to the Supreme Court among the attorneys for 
four such cases. Solomon also explores the political, 
cultural, and religious roots of the controversy. 

The Bible, The 
School and the 
Constitution: The 
Clash that 
Shaped Modern 
Church-State 
Doctrine

Steven 
K. 
Green

Draws attention to an often overlooked nineteenth 
century that remains relevant to today's church-state 
debate
Offers historical as well as legal perspectives on a 
crucial episode in American history
Extensively documented from primary sources

Freethinkers: A 
History of 
American 
Secularism

Susan 
Jacoby

At a time when the separation of church and state is 
under attack as never before, Freethinkers offers a 
powerful defense of the secularist heritage that gave 
Americans the first government in the world founded 
not on the authority of religion but on the bedrock of 
human reason. In impassioned, elegant prose, 
celebrated author Susan Jacoby traces more than two 
hundred years of secularist activism, beginning with 
the fierce debate over the omission of God from the 
Constitution. Moving from nineteenth-century 
abolitionism and suffragism through the twentieth 
century's civil liberties, civil rights, and feminist 
movements, Freethinkersilluminates the neglected 
achievements of secularists who, allied with tolerant 
believers, have led the battle for reform in the past and 
today.

The Age of 
American 
Unreason

Susan 
Jacoby

A cultural history of the last forty years, The Age of 
American Unreason focuses on the convergence of 
social forces-usually treated as separate entities-that 
has created a perfect storm of anti-rationalism. These 
include the upsurge of religious fundamentalism, with 
more political power today than ever before; the failure 
of public education to create an informed citizenry; and 
the triumph of video over print culture. Sparing neither 
the right nor the left, Jacoby asserts that Americans 
today have embraced a universe of “junk thought” that 
makes almost no effort to separate fact from opinion.

The First 
Freedoms: 
Church and State 
in America to the 
Passage of the 
First Amendment

Thomas 
Curry

Is government forbidden to assist all religions equally, 
as the Supreme Court has held? Or does the First 
Amendment merely ban exclusive aid to one religion, 
as critics of the Court assert? The First Freedoms 
studies the church-state context of colonial and 
revolutionary America to present a bold new reading of 
the historical meaning of the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment. Synthesizing and interpreting a 
wealth of evidence from the founding of Virginia to the 
passage of the Bill of Rights, including everything 
published in America before 1791, Thomas Curry 
traces America's developing ideas on religious liberty 
and offers the most extensive investigation ever of the 
historical origins and background of the First 
Amendment's religion clauses.

The Age of 
Reason

Thomas 
Paine

Of all the tyrannies that affect mankind, tyranny in 
religion is the worst," declared Thomas Paine, adding, 
"every other species of tyranny is limited to the world 
we live in; but this attempts to stride beyond the grave, 
and seeks to pursue us into eternity." Paine's years of 
study and reflection on the role of religion in society 
culminated with his final work, The Age of Reason. 
This coolly reasoned polemic influenced religious 
thinking throughout the world at the dawn of the 
nineteenth century, and its resonance remains 
undiminished by time.
The selfsame humanist and egalitarian views that 
made Paine a popular figure of the American 
Revolution brought him into frequent conflict with 
political authorities. Parts of The Age of Reason were 
written in a French jail, where Paine was confined for 
his opposition to the execution of Louis XVI. An atack 
on revealed religion from the deist point of view — 
embodied by Paine's credo, "I believe in one God, and 
no more" — this work undertakes a hitherto unheard-of 
approach to Bible study. Its critical and objective 
examination of Old and New Testatments cites 
nemerous contradictions as evidence against literal 
interpretations of the text. Well articulated and 
eminently readable, The Age of Reason is a classic of 
free thought.

Founding Faith: 
Providence, 
Politics, and the 
Birth of Religious 
Freedom in 
America

Waldma
n, 
Steven

Waldman lays out the debate between the 
accommodationists and separationists and then details 
the activities and beliefs of the Founding Fathers to 
see who of the contemporary disputants is right. He 
comes down in favor of the separationists, but he is fair 
to each side and helps the student understand the 
nature of the debate and where it comes from. 

The First Liberty, 
Religion and the 
American 
Republic

William 
Lee 
Miller

Though many claim the United States to be a 
"Christian Nation," Miller provides a fascinatingly vivid 
account of the philosophical skirmishes and political 
machinations that led to the "wall of separation" 
between church and state. That famous phrase is 
Jefferson's, though it does not appear in the 
Declaration of Independence nor in the Constitution. 
But Miller follows this seminal idea from three great 
standard-bearers of religious liberty: Jefferson, 
Madison, and Roger Williams. Jefferson, who wrote 
the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, the 
precursor of the First Amendment of the Constitution; 
James Madison, who was politically responsible for 
Virginia's acceptance of religious liberty and who, a 
few years later, helped draft the Bill of Rights; and the 
even earlier figure, the radical dissenter Roger 
Williams, who propounded the idea of religious 
freedom not as a rational secularist but out of a deeply 
held spiritual faith. 

Church and State 
in American 
History, 3rd 
Edition

Wilson, 
John F. 
and 
Donald 
L. 
Drakem
an

Presents chronologically-organized chapters that 
include selections from documents like colonial 
charters, opinions of the Supreme Court and salient 
legislation, along with contemporary commentary, and 
incisive interpretations of the issues by modern 
scholars. Figures as divergent as John Winthrop, John 
F. Kennedy, and Sandra Day O’Connor speak from 
these pages as directly as Paul Blanshard, Leon 
Higginbotham, John Courtney Murray, and Robert 
Bellah. Church and State in American History 
addresses the difficult relationships among the political 
and religious structures of our society and the 
emergence of an American solution to the church-state 
problem.



Title Author Description
Visions of 
Reality- What 
Fundamentalist 
Schools Teach

Albert J. 
Menend
ez

Although a majority of Americans have repeatedly 
shown in referendum elections and opinion polls that 
they oppose tax support for nonpublic schools, 
fundamentalist leaders and their political lobbies are 
putting increasing pressure on Congress and state 
legislatures to compel taxpayers to support sectarian 
private schools through "vouchers" or "tuition tax 
credits," under the deceptive banner of "school 
choice." Albert J. Menendez has carefully examined 
the most widely used history, English, and science 
textbooks in fundamentalist private schools. He 
documents the fact that these schools promote 
prejudice against people of other faiths, distort history, 
derogate our literary heritage, cast science in a bad 
light, and otherwise indoctrinate children with "visions 
of reality" that are incompatible with public tax support.

Religion and the 
Public Schools

Anne 
Marie 
Lofaso

Religion in the Public Schools: A Road Map for 
Avoiding Lawsuits and Respecting Parents’ Legal 
Rights is designed to help. This handy 129-page book, 
written by Associate Professor of Law Anne Marie 
Lofaso of West Virginia University, examines what the 
courts have said about many religion-in-school 
controversies and provides clear, concise answers to 
common questions. Fully referenced and 
footnoted, Religion in the Public Schools is the perfect 
guide for anyone seeking to better navigate the 
intersection between religion and public education.

Why We Still 
Need Public 
Schools

Art Must 
Jr.

Two cornerstones of American democracy - separation 
of church and state, and public schools - are under 
increasing attack. As this collection of essays, written 
by some of America's leading educators, political 
figures, and advocates of religious liberty shows, 
universal public education and the separation of 
church and state are related. The eminent contributors 
to this book argue that we need to defend both 
institutions against increasing onslaughts by the 
Religious Right and other self-proclaimed arbiters of 
societal behavior, who seek to dictate public policy and 
who are labeling the public schools themselves as 
"immoral" institutions. At issue here is not whether 
public schools need to be improved. It is assumed that 
improvement is necessary.

Piety & Politics: 
The Right Wing 
Assault on 
Religious 
Freedom

Barry 
Lynn

In the wake of the 2004 presidential election, the 
Religious Right insisted that George Bush had been 
handed a mandate for an ideology-based social 
agenda, including the passage of a “marriage 
amendment” to ban same-sex unions, diversion of tax 
money to religious groups through “faith-based 
initiatives,” the teaching of creationism in public 
schools, and restrictions on abortion. Led by an 
aggressive band of television preachers and extremist 
radio personalities, the Religious Right set its sights on 
demolishing the wall of separation between church and 
state. The Reverend Barry Lynn is a devout Christian, 
but he argues that politicians need to stop looking to 
the Bible to justify their actions and should consult 
another source instead: the U.S. Constitution. 

First Freedom 
First: A Citizen's 
Guide to 
Protecting 
Religious Liberty 
and Separation of 
Church and State

Barry 
Lynn & 
C. 
Welton 
Gaddy

The United States is the most religiously diverse nation 
in the world, due in large part to the clauses of the First 
Amendment that guarantee freedom for and from 
religion. But as we debate displaying Christmas trees 
at city hall and the Ten Commandments in the 
courthouse, we must ask: in what other ways is our 
religious liberty being compromised. In First Freedom 
First, with clear language and recognizable examples, 
two of the most trusted voices on church-state 
separation address head-on the many areas where 
religion and politics overlap, with consequences for all 
Americans.

The Right to 
Religious Liberty: 
The Basic ACLU 
Guide to 
Religious Rights

Barry 
Lynn, 
Marc D. 
Stern, 
and 
Oliver 
S. 
Thomas

This revised and updated edition of The Right to 
Religious Liberty sets forth an individual’s religious 
rights under present law, offering suggestions as to 
how they can be preserved and protected. (A bit 
dated-1995- but otherwise a good resource)

  Journal of 
Church and State

Baylor 
Universi
ty

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Pray the Gay 
Away: The 
Extraordinary 
Lives of Bible 
Belt Gays

Bernade
tte 
Barton

While some areas of the Unites States have made 
tremendous progress in securing rights for gay people, 
Bible Belt states lag behind. In Pray the Gay Away, 
Bernadette Barton argues that conventions of small 
town life, rules which govern Southern manners, and 
the power wielded by Christian institutions serve as a 
foundation for both passive and active homophobia in 
the Bible Belt. She explores how conservative 
Christian ideology reproduces homophobic attitudes 
and shares how Bible Belt gays negotiate these 
attitudes in their daily lives. Drawing on the remarkable 
stories of Bible Belt gays, Barton brings to the fore 
their thoughts, experiences and hard-won insights to 
explore the front lines of our national culture war over 
marriage, family, hate crimes, and equal rights. 

To Serve God 
and Wal-Mart: 
The Making of 
Christian Free 
Enterprise

Bethany 
Ellen 
Moreton

In the decades after World War II, evangelical 
Christianity nourished America’s devotion to free 
markets, free trade, and free enterprise. The history of 
Wal-Mart uncovers a complex network that united Sun 
Belt entrepreneurs, evangelical employees, Christian 
business students, overseas missionaries, and free-
market activists. Through the stories of people linked 
by the world’s largest corporation, Bethany Moreton 
shows how a Christian service ethos powered 
capitalism at home and abroad.

Moral Minority: 
Our Skeptical 
Founding Fathers

Brooke 
Allen

In her lively refutation of modern claims about 
America's religious origins, Brooke Allen looks back at 
the late eighteenth century and shows decisively that 
the United States was founded not on Christian 
principles at all but on Enlightenment ideas. Moral 
Minority presents a powerful case that the unique legal 
framework the Founding Fathers created was 
designed according to the humanist ideals of 
Enlightenment thinkers: God entered the picture only 
as a very minor player, and Jesus Christ was 
conspicuous by his absence. The guiding spirit of the 
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. 
Constitution, Ms. Allen explains, was not Jesus Christ 
but John Locke. In direct and accessible prose, she 
provides fascinating chapters on the religious lives of 
the six men she considers the key Founding Fathers: 
Franklin, Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, and Hamilton. Far from being the 
conventional pious Christians we too often imagine, 
these men were skeptical intellectuals, in some cases 
not even Christians at all.

The Battle over 
School Prayer: 
How Engel v. 
Vitale Changed 
America

Bruce J. 
Dierenfi
eld

Bruce Dierenfield has written a concise and readable 
guide to the first and still most important case that 
addressed the constitutionality of prayer in public 
schools. The 22-word recitation in a Long Island school 
that was challenged in Engel v. Vitale was hardly 
denominational not even overtly Christian but a handful 
of parents saw it as a violation of the First 
Amendment's proscription again the establishment of 
religion. The case forced the Supreme Court to take a 
stand on Jefferson's "wall of separation" between 
church and state. When it did so, the Court declared 
that by endorsing the prayer recitation no matter how 
brief, non-denominational, or voluntary the Long Island 
school board had unconstitutionally approved the 
establishment of religion in school. Writing with 
impeccable fairness and sensitivity, Dierenfield sets his 
account of the Engel decision in the larger historical 
and political context, citing battles over a wide range of 
religious activities in public schools throughout 
American history. Through interviews with many of the 
participants, he also reveals the large price paid by the 
plaintiffs and their children, who were frequently 
harassed both during and after the trial. 

Religious 
Fundamentalisms 
and the Human 
Rights of Women

C. 
Howlan
d

Dialogue on the conflict between religious 
fundamentalism and women's rights is often stymied 
by an 'all or nothing' approach: fundamentalists claim 
of absolute religious freedom, while some feminists 
dismiss religion entirely as being so imbued with 
patriarchy as to be eternally opposed to women's 
rights. This ignores, though, the experiences of 
religious women who suffer under fundamentalism and 
fight to resist it, perceiving themselves to be at once 
religious and feminist. In Religious Fundamentalisms 
and the Human Rights of Women , Howland provides a 
forum for these different scholars, both religious and 
nonreligious, to meet and seek common ground in their 
fight against fundamentalism. Through an examination 
of international human rights, national law, grass roots 
activism, and theology, this volume explores the acute 
problems that contemporary fundamentalist 
movements pose for women's equality and liberty 
rights.

Liars for Jesus: 
The Religious 
Right's Alternate 
Version of 
American History

Chris 
Rodda

Liars for Jesus debunks many of the historical lies 
invented and used by the Christian nationalist history 
revisionists in their efforts to further their far right 
political agenda and destroy the wall of separation 
between church and state in America. Liars for Jesus 
is not a book about religion. It is a history book, 
presenting and fully documenting the true stories and 
historical facts that are distorted in the "Christian 
nation" pseudo-history promoted by the religious right.

Wrapped in the 
Flag

Claire 
Conner

Claire Conner’s award-winning memoir, Wrapped in 
the Flag (Beacon Press 2013, 2014) weaves her  
intimate personal stories with the history of the 1960s, 
70s, and 80s. She chronicles her parents’ obsession 
with radical right-wing politics embodied in the John 
Birch Society, the most powerful  anti-Communist, anti-
government, populist movement of the 20th century

Nonbeliever 
Nation: The Rise 
of Secular 
Americans

David 
Niose

Today, one in five Americans are nonbelievers―a 
rapidly growing group at a time when traditional 
Christian churches are dwindling in numbers. Still we 
see almost none of them openly serving in elected 
office, while many others continue to loudly proclaim 
the falsehood of America as a Christian nation. David 
Niose calls for nonreligious Americans from all 
backgrounds to step out of the shadows and signal 
their opposition to the long-dominant Religious Right. 
Exploring all the hot-button issues that divide the 
country―from gay marriage to education policy to 
contentious church-state battles―he shows how 
Secular Americans―a group comprised not just of 
atheists and agnostics, but lapsed Catholics, secular 
Jews, and millions of others who have walked away 
from organized religion―are mobilizing and forming 
groups all over the country (even atheist clubs in Bible-
belt high schools) to challenge the exaltation of religion 
in American politics and public life. 

Original Intent: 
Chief Justice 
Rehnquist and 
the Course of 
American 
Church/State 
Relations

Derek 
Davis

Contemporary debate in the area of church/state 
relations centers around the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment: "Congress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of religion [the 
Establishment Clause] or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof [the Free Exercise Clause]." Original Intent is a 
readable and objective summary of the views of Chief 
Justice Rehnquist and an enlightening treatise on the 
future of church/state relations in America.

Roger Williams: 
Prophet of Liberty

Edwin 
C. 
Gaustad

Roger Williams chronicles the life of one of the most 
remarkable forefathers in American history. A true 
revolutionary, this devout Puritan championed Native 
American rights; wrote treatises on equal rights, flag 
desecration, and the separation of church and state; 
established the first American settlement based on 
total religious toleration--and he lived more than a 
century before independence, when America was still a 
vast wilderness! Williams went on to adopt adult 
baptism and founded the first Baptist church in 
America. He became president of Rhode Island colony 
in 1654, served as captain in the defense of 
Providence during King Philip's War, and continued to 
write and preach passionately for religious tolerance 
and Native American rights until his death in 1683.

Proclaim Liberty 
Throughout the 
Land: A History of 
Church and State 
in America

Edwin 
Gaustad

In this volume, one of the most distinguished scholars 
of American religious history traces the complicated 
relationship of church and state from the early colonial 
period, through the unique American experiment in 
religious liberty after the Revolution, to the ongoing 
debate over religious issues in our schools and 
communities. Edwin Gaustad relates entertaining and 
edifying accounts of headline-grabbing court trials 
involving polygamy, witchcraft, and church taxation. He 
quotes moving passages from the speeches and 
writings of American Presidents and Supreme Court 
justices to prove that, to paraphrase Michelangelo, 
"religious liberty is made up of a series of trifles, but 
religious liberty is no trifle."

Faith of the 
Founders: 
Religion and the 
New Nation, 
1776-1826

Edwin 
S. 
Gaustad

Edwin Gaustad provides a careful consideration of the 
developing relationship between religion and the state 
after the American Revolution. With concise focus on 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, 
George Washington, and John Adams, Gaustad 
identifies seven varying―sometimes 
contrary―perspectives on religion that guided the 
nation's founders. Faith of the Founders shows how 
these figures possessed an intuitive understanding of 
religion that helped nourish a young country. This brief 
but insightful book offers a look into the founding 
fathers' genius―and points to a way forward through 
the ideological boundaries that threaten to upend the 
daily doings of American government today.

With God on 
Their Side: How 
Christian 
Fundamentalists 
Trampled 
Science, Policy 
and Democracy 
in George W. 
Bush's White 
House

Esther 
Kaplan

When asked which single issue most affected their 
vote in the last presidential election, more than one in 
five Americans said “moral values”—and 78 percent of 
these voters chose to reelect President George W. 
Bush. As Esther Kaplan shows in her richly detailed 
investigation, it’s no wonder the Christian right voted 
for Bush in droves—their loyal support in 2000 
produced fantastic results. While organizations that 
offer abortion counseling and services or help to 
prevent HIV see their funds cut, church groups receive 
millions in federal dollars to promote sexual abstinence 
and marriage (provided, of course, it is heterosexual). 
Bush has appointed a Christian right dream team to 
the federal courts, dedicated to tearing down what one 
such judge calls “the so-called separation of church 
and state. Religious zeal even shapes Bush’s foreign 
policy, as Christian belief in the end times spurs the 
administration’s support for hard-line policies in Israel.

Evolution vs. 
Creationism

Eugenie 
C. Scott

More than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the 
debate over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.

The Separation 
of Church and 
State: Writings on 
a Fundamental 
Freedom by 
America's 
Founders

Forrest 
Church

A primer of essential writings about one of the 
cornerstones of our democracy by the original authors 
of the Constitution, edited by preeminant liberal 
theologian Forrest Church. Americans will never stop 
debating the question of church-state separation, and 
such debates invariably lead back to the nation’s 
beginnings and the founders’ intent. The Separation of 
Church and State presents a basic collection of the 
founders’ teachings on this topic. This concise primer 
gets past the rhetoric that surrounds the current 
debate, placing the founders’ vivid writings on religious 
liberty in historical perspective. Edited and with running 
commentary by Forrest Church, this important 
collection informs anyone curious about the original 
blueprint for our country and its government.

Separation of 
Church and 
State: Founding 
Principle of 
Religious Liberty

Frank 
Lambert

Frank Lambert tackles the central claims of the 
Religious Right "historians" who insist that America 
was conceived as a "Christian State," that modern-day 
"liberals" and "secularists" have distorted and/or 
ignored the place of religion in American history, and 
that the phrase "the separation of church and state" 
does not appear in any of the founding documents and 
is, therefore, a myth created by the Left. He discusses 
what separates "bad" history from "good" history, and 
concludes that the self-styled "historians" of the 
Religious Right create a "useful past" that enlists the 
nation's founders on behalf of present-day 
conservative religious and political causes. The result 
of a politicized religious history exposes the Religious 
Right "history" as fabrications and half-truths. In fact, 
one of the foundational principles of the Constitution is 
that of separation as the key to safeguarding freedom: 
separation of powers, separation of federal and state 
governments, and separation of church and state.

Religious 
Expression and 
the American 
Constitution

Frankly
n 
Haiman

In the current environment and fervor for “homeland 
security,” personal freedoms in exchange for security 
are coming under more scrutiny. Among these 
guaranteed freedoms are the protection of religious 
expression given by the U.S. Constitution and the 
constitutional prohibitions against behaviors that 
violate the separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.

Eternal Hostility: 
The Struggle 
Between 
Theocracy and 
Democracy

Frederic
k 
Clarkso
n

What is behind the violence against abortion clinics, 
attacks on gays and lesbians and the growing power of 
the religious right? Frederick Clarkson makes it clear 
that beyond the bombers and assassins who 
sometimes make news, is a growing, if not well 
understood, movement that encompasses Pat 
Robertson's Christian Coalition, the Unification Church 
of Sun Myung Moon and the Promise Keepers--the 
lead agency of the so-called Christian men's 
movement. Clarkson exposes the wild card of the 
"theology of vigilantism" which urges the enforcement 
of "God's law" and argues for fundamentalist revolution 
against constitutional democracy. 

Setting the 
Record Straight: 
Response to 
Misconceptions 
About Public 
Education in the 
US

Gerald 
Bracey

Gerald Bracey knows there are three kinds of lies in 
education policy: lies, damned lies, and the statistics 
that reactionary reformers tout as evidence in favor of 
dismantling our public schools. In this second and 
substantially updated edition of the hard-hitting Setting 
the Record Straight, Bracey goes toe-to-toe with the 
opponents of quality public education. You'll learn how 
to discredit them in your own discussions by using the 
very logic and statistical analyses they purport to have 
on their side. In this series of smart, forceful analyses, 
Bracey homes in on specific topics like vouchers, 
school funding, and comparisons to international test 
scores, themes around which agitators have created a 
host of mythological American school failures from the 
flimsiest of evidence. Each essay begins with a 
question you might commonly hear in conversation 
about these alleged shortcomings, to which Bracey 
provides a brief, sound- byte-ready rebuttal. Then he 
follows it up with a full-length explanation, replete with 
statistical data and talking points that fully support his 
assertions-and silence those who would undermine 
education with disinformation.

Not in Our 
Classrooms

Glenn 
Branch 
& 
Eugenie 
C. Scott

Where did the concept of intelligent design originate? 
How does it connect with, and conflict with, various 
religious beliefs? Should we teach the controversy 
itself in our science classrooms? In clear and lively 
essays, a team of experts answers these questions 
and many more, describing the history of the intelligent 
design movement and the lack of scientific support for 
its claims. Most importantly, the contributors—
authorities on the scientific, legal, educational, and 
theological problems of intelligent design-speak 
specifically to teachers and parents about the need to 
defend the integrity of science education by keeping 
intelligent design out of science curriculums. 

Lowering the 
Wall: Religion 
and the Supreme 
Court in the 
1980s

Gregg 
Ivers

Convinced that church-state law under the Supreme 
Court during the 1980s took "a giant-and unwelcome 
step--backward," Gregg Ivers's book explores the 
changing relationship between religion and the state. 
Those looking for a neutral account of this relationship 
should look elsewhere. This book, commissioned by 
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, is a liberal's 
response to use of the courts by "[r]eligious 
conservatives, encouraged by the election of Ronald 
Reagan," to create a "broad wave of conservative 
religious populism" in pursuit of school prayer, financial 
assistance for parochial institutions and equal access 
to public school facilities for student religious clubs.

The Oxford 
Companion to the 
Supreme Court of 
the United States

Hall, 
Kermit L

Not about church and state, but a great resource book 
on the Court.

The Journal of 
Law and Religion

Hamline 
Universi
ty Law 
School

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Religion on Trial: 
How Supreme 
Court Trends 
Threaten 
Freedom of 
Conscience in 
America

Hammo
nd, 
Philip 
E., 
David 
W. 
Machac
ek and 
Eric 
Michael 
Mazur

A powerful indictment of the current Supreme Court, 
arguing the regressive justices are not faithful to the 
Constitution and thereby endanger religious freedom.

The Godless 
Constitution: The 
Case Against 
Religious 
Correctness

Isaac 
Krammi
k & R. 
Lawrenc
e Moore

The Godless Constitution is an urgent and timely 
reexamination of the roots of church-state separation 
in American politics - and a ringing refutation of the 
misguided claims of the religious right. In this important 
polemic two distinguished scholars of American 
political ideas and religion refute this dangerous 
attempt to introduce what they term "religious 
correctness" into our politics, by reminding us that the 
absence of any mention of God in the Constitution was 
a conscious action on the framers' part, intended to 
prevent the bloody religious controversies that so 
marked European history. They also emphasize that 
church-state separation was seen as a guarantee of - 
not a hindrance to - religions liberty. Fully respecting 
the importance of religion in the public sphere, yet 
forthright in defining proper limits, The Godless 
Constitution offers a bracing return to the first 
principles of American democracy - and a guide to 
keeping them intact in the forthcoming presidential 
campaign.

Holy Hullabaloos: 
A Road Trip to 
the Battlegrounds 
of the Church-
State Wars

J. D. 
Wexler

After ten years spent riddling over the intricacies of 
church/state law from the ivory tower, law professor 
Jay Wexler decided it was high time to hit the road to 
learn what really happened in some of the most 
controversial Supreme Court cases involving this hot-
button issue. In Holy Hullabaloos, he takes us along for 
the ride, crossing the country to meet the people and 
visit the places responsible for landmark decisions in 
recent judicial history, from a high school football field 
where fans once recited prayers before kickoff to a 
Santeria church notorious for animal sacrifice, from a 
publicly funded Muslim school to a creationist 
museum. Wexler's no-holds-barred approach to 
investigating famous church/state brouhahas is as 
funny as it is informative.

Far Right 
Fantasy: A 
Sociology of 
American 
Religion and 
Politics

James 
Aho

Far-Right Fantasy is a straight-forward, jargon-free 
study of contemporary American right-wing extremism. 
The book addresses the strengths and weaknesses of 
the standard psycho-social-cultural explanations of far-
right activism. It shows how extremists are similar 
educationally and psychologically to their more 
conventional neighbors; that they get into the 
movement in the same way that others become peace 
activists or radical environmentalists, namely, through 
their ties with fellow workers and church-goers, family 
members, and classmates; and that their views are 
given a patina of certainty by being repeatedly 
corroborated within closed, non-contaminated 
communication systems. 

Religion and the 
State: Essays in 
Honor of Leo 
Pfeffer

James 
E. Wood 
Jr.

These essays examine major themes affecting religion 
and the state in a free society and the interaction of 
religion and world order. While concern is given to the 
historical and judicial context of the Establishment and 
Free Exercise Clauses of the First Amendment, special 
attention is given to contemporary church-state 
problems in American life. In addition, the volume 
analyzes alternatives to church-state relations outside 
the United States and freedom of religion in the 
international advance of human rights.

Supreme 
Conflict: The 
Inside Story of 
the Struggle for 
Control of the 
United States 
Supreme Court

Jan 
Crawfor
d 
Greenb
urg

Drawing on unprecedented access to the Supreme 
Court justices themselves and their inner circles, 
acclaimed ABC News legal correspondent Jan 
Crawford Greenburg offers an explosive newsbreaking 
account of one of the most momentous political 
watersheds in American history. From the series of 
Republican nominations that proved deeply frustrating 
to conservatives to the decades of bruising battles that 
led to the rise of Justices Roberts and Alito, this is the 
authoritative story of the conservative effort to shift the 
direction of the high court—a revelatory look at one of 
the central fronts of America's culture wars by one of 
the most widely respected experts on the subject.

The Nine: Inside 
the Secret World 
of the Supreme 
Court

Jeffrey 
Toobin

In The Nine, acclaimed journalist Jeffrey Toobin takes 
us into the chambers of the most important—and 
secret—legal body in our country, the Supreme Court, 
revealing the complex dynamic among the nine people 
who decide the law of the land. An institution at a 
moment of transition, the Court now stands at a crucial 
point, with major changes in store on such issues as 
abortion, civil rights, and church-state relations. Based 
on exclusive interviews with the justices and with a 
keen sense of the Court’s history and the trajectory of 
its future, Jeffrey Toobin creates in The Nine a riveting 
story of one of the most important forces in American 
life today. (2008)

Roger Williams 
and the Creation 
of the American 
Soul: Church, 
State and the 
Birth of Liberty

John M. 
Barry

For four hundred years, Americans have wrestled with 
and fought over two concepts that define the nature of 
the nation: the proper relation between church and 
state and between a free individual and the state. 
These debates began with the extraordinary thought 
and struggles of Roger Williams, who had an 
unparalleled understanding of the conflict between a 
government that justified itself by "reason of state"-i.e. 
national security-and its perceived "will of God" and the 
"ancient rights and liberties" of individuals. Acclaimed 
historian John M. Barry explores the development of 
these fundamental ideas through the story of the man 
who was the first to link religious freedom to individual 
liberty, and who created in America the first 
government and society on earth informed by those 
beliefs. 

Religious Liberty 
and the Secular 
State

John M. 
Swomle
y

This book exposes the Supreme Court's erosion of the 
Establishment Clause while emphasizing the Free 
Exercise Clause. Swomley also explores civil religion, 
secular humanism, and the current counter-revolution 
against separation of church and state led by some 
religious and political conservatives who would profit 
from government aid. He also lists the benefits 
churches would realize under a secular government.

Religion and the 
American 
Constitutional 
Experiment: 
Essential Rights 
and Liberties

John 
Witte, 
Jr.

The third edition of this classic book provides a 
comprehensive, multidisciplinary overview of the 
history, theory, law, and comparative analysis of 
American religious liberty from the earliest colonial 
period through the most recent Supreme Court cases. 
The authors present balanced, accessible discussions 
of controversial issues, such as funding religious 
schools and charities and displaying religious symbols 
on government property. 

The Last 
Freedom: 
Religion from the 
Public School to 
the Public Square

Joseph 
P.Vitterit
i

The presidency of George W. Bush has polarized the 
church-state debate as never before. The Far Right 
has been emboldened to use religion to govern, while 
the Far Left has redoubled its efforts to evict religion 
from public life entirely. In The Last Freedom, Joseph 
Viteritti argues that there is a basic tension between 
religion and democracy because religion often rejects 
compromise as a matter of principle while democracy 
requires compromise to thrive. Viteritti argues that 
Americans must guard against debasing politics with 
either antireligious bigotry or religious zealotry. 
Drawing on politics, history, and law, he defines a new 
approach to the church-state question that protects the 
religious and the secular alike. Challenging much 
conventional opinion, Viteritti argues that the courts 
have failed to adequately protect religious minorities, 
that the rights of the religious are under greater threat 
than those of the secular, and that democracy exacts 
greater compromises and sacrifices from the religious 
than it does from the secular.

The Good News 
Club: The 
Christian Right's 
Stealth Assault 
on America's 
Children

Katherin
e 
Stewart

In 2009, the Good News Club came to the public 
elementary school where journalist Katherine Stewart 
sent her children. The Club, which is sponsored by the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, bills itself as an after-
school program of “Bible study.” But Stewart soon 
discovered that the Club’s real mission is to convert 
children to fundamentalist Christianity and encourage 
them to proselytize to their “unchurched” peers, all the 
while promoting the natural but false impression 
among the children that its activities are endorsed by 
the school. Astonished to discover that the U.S. 
Supreme Court has deemed this—and other forms of 
religious activity in public schools—legal, Stewart set 
off on an investigative journey to dozens of cities and 
towns across the nation to document the impact. In this 
book she demonstrates that there is more religion in 
America’s public schools today than there has been for 
the past 100 years. The movement driving this agenda 
is stealthy. It is aggressive. It has our children in its 
sights. And its ultimate aim is to destroy the system of 
public education as we know it.

American 
Theocracy: The 
Peril and Politics 
of Radical 
Religion, Oil, and 
Borrowed Money 
in the 21st 
Century

Kevin 
Phillips

Phillips takes an uncompromising view of the current 
age of global overreach, fundamentalist religion, 
diminishing resources, and ballooning debt under the 
GOP majority. With an eye to the past and a searing 
vision of the future, Phillips confirms what too many 
Americans are still unwilling to admit about the depth 
of our misgovernment.

The 
Fundamentals of 
Extremism: The 
Christian Right in 
America

Kimberl
y Blaker

The politics, educational policies, and social values 
perpetuated by Christian fundamentalists are exposed 
in this critical perspective on the religious right's role in 
American society. Statistics and studies of the 
movement are offered that provide insight into the 
causes and characteristics of fundamentalism and its 
effects on minority groups including women, children, 
African Americans, gays, and lesbians. Essays from a 
variety of authors consider the path to theocracy, the 
effect of the theology of inerrancy on politics, and the 
state of fundamentalism in the United States after the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Creationism on 
Trial: Evolution 
and God at Little 
Rock

Langdo
n Gilkey

Creationism on Trial is Gilkey's blow-by-blow account 
of his experiences as a witness for the ACLU at the 
1981 creationist trial in Little Rock, AR.

The Devil in 
Dover: An 
Insider's Story of 
Dogma v. Darwin 
in Small Town 
America

Lauri 
Lebo

Local newspaper reporter Lauri Lebo was handed the 
story of a lifetime when the Dover (Pennsylvania) 
School Board adopted a measure to require its ninth-
grade biology students to learn about intelligent 
design. In a case that recalled the famed 1925 Scopes 
“monkey” trial and made international headlines, 
eleven parents sued the school board. When the case 
wound up in federal court before a George W. Bush–
appointed judge, Lebo had a front-row seat. Lebo 
skillfully probes the compelling background of the 
case, introducing us to the plaintiffs, the defendants, 
the lawyers, and a parade of witnesses, along with 
Judge John E. Jones, who would eventually condemn 
the school board’s decision as one of “breathtaking 
inanity.” With the antievolution battle having moved to 
the state level—and the recent passage of state 
legislation that protects the right of schools to teach 
alternatives to evolution—the story will continue to be 
relevant for years to come.

Religion, State 
and the Burger 
Court

Leo 
Pfeffer

In Religion, State and the Burger Court, Leo Pfeffer, 
the leading authority on church/state law, presents a 
trenchant analysis of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court under Chief Justice Warren E. Burger, focusing 
on the Court's interpretation of the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments. These amendments that guarantee the 
separation of church and state and the free exercise of 
religion are fundamental to the unique character of 
democracy as it exists in the United States. However, 
the distinction between affairs of state and the 
concerns of organized religion has become blurred.

The 
Establishment 
Clause, Religion 
and the First 
Amendment

Leonard 
W. Levy

Leonard Levy's classic work examines the 
circumstances that led to the writing of the 
establishment clause of the First Amendment: 
'Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion. . . .' He argues that, contrary 
to popular belief, the framers of the Constitution 
intended to prohibit government aid to religion even on 
an impartial basis. He thus refutes the view of 
'nonpreferentialists,' who interpret the clause as 
allowing such aid provided that the assistance is not 
restricted to a preferred church. For this new edition, 
Levy has added to his original arguments and 
incorporated much new material, including an analysis 
of Jefferson's ideas on the relationship between church 
and state and a discussion of the establishment clause 
cases brought before the Supreme Court since the 
book was originally published in 1986.

God vs The 
Gavel: Religion 
and the Rule of 
Law

Marci 
Hamilto
n

God vs. the Gavel challenges the pervasive 
assumption that all religious conduct deserves 
constitutional protection. While religious conduct 
provides many benefits to society, it is not always 
benign. The thesis of the book is that anyone who 
harms another person should be governed by the laws 
that govern everyone else - and truth be told, religion is 
capable of great harm.

The Search for 
Christian America

Mark 
Noll., 
Nathan 
O. 
Hatch 
and 
George 
M. 
Marsde
n

The Search for Christian America" explores key 
questions raised by the movement asserting the 
Christian heritage of the U.S. and calling for its 
recovery. Through careful historical and contemporary 
analysis, the authors address such issues as: how 
much Christian action is required to make a whole 
society Christian; Puritan New England as case study; 
Christian principles vs. baptised ideology in the 
Revolutionary period; the stumbling block of incorrect 
views of America's history for effective Christian 
involvement in critical public issues; the relationship of 
Christian convictions to political or social agendas; 
learning to think historically as a guard against 
shortsighted or simplistic approaches.

The Myth of 
Christian 
America: What 
You Need to 
Know About the 
Separation of 
Church and State

Mark 
Weldon 
Whitten

Written in an accessible, popular style, Whitten 
provides sound scholarship in defense of the 
exposition of constitutional church-state separation.

Liberty and 
Conscience

Martha 
Nussba
um

The respect for religious difference has formed the 
bedrock of our nation and made equality possible. Yet 
today we are told that “moral values”—code for a 
government shaped by religious concerns—must be 
the keystone of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.

A Wall of 
Separation? 
Debating the 
Public Role of 
Religion

Mary C. 
Segers 
& Ted 
G. Jelen

Should the wall of separation between church and 
state be permeable or inviolable? This question has 
been hotly contested since the nation's founding and 
contentious debates persist today. With a collection of 
the most significant documents and an introduction by 
Clarke E. Cochran that provides the historical context 
of the debate, prominent scholars Mary Segers and 
Ted Jelen debate the impact of organized religion on 
the democratic process, examine its influence on 
political discourse, and discuss its significance for the 
creation of public policy. The authors illuminate the 
constitutional implications of using religion to cultivate 
public morality and discuss the complexities of creating 
a civic-minded citizenry in a pluralistic society.

Religious 
Freedom and the 
Supreme Court

Melissa 
Rogers, 
and 
Steven 
K. 
Green

A completely recast, updated, version of Robert T. 
Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward Benevolent 
Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme Court, 
listed belowA completely recast, updated, version of 
Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward 
Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme 
Court, listed belowA completely recast, updated, 
version of Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, 
Toward Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the 
Supreme Court, listed below

That's Not What 
They Meant! 
Reclaiming 
America's 
Founding Fathers 
from the Right 
Wing

Michael 
Austin

 In That's Not What They Meant! Professor Michael 
Austin examines dozens of books, articles, speeches, 
and radio broadcasts by such figures as Glenn Beck, 
Mark Levin, Sean Hannity, Larry Schweikart, and 
David Barton to expose the deep historical flaws in 
their use of America's founding history. In contrast to 
their misleading method of citing proof texts to serve a 
narrow agenda, Austin allows the Founding Fathers to 
speak for themselves, situating all quotations in the 
proper historical context. What emerges is a true 
historical picture of men who often disagreed with one 
another on such crucial issues as federal power, 
judicial review, and the separation of church and state. 
As Austin shows, the real legacy of the Founding 
Fathers to us is a political process: a system of 
disagreement, debate, and compromise that has kept 
democracy vibrant in America for more than two 
hundred years. Austin's carefully researched and 
rigorously argued book is essential reading for anyone 
seeking the accurate historical background to many of 
the hot-button political debates of today.

The Religious 
Roots of the First 
Amendment: 
Dissenting 
Protestants and 
the Separation of 
Church and State

Nichola
s P. 
Miller

Traditional understandings of the genesis of the 
separation of church and state rest on assumptions 
about "Enlightenment" and the republican ethos of 
citizenship. In The Religious Roots of the First 
Amendment, Nicholas P. Miller does not seek to 
dislodge that interpretation but to augment and enrich 
it by recovering its cultural and discursive religious 
contexts--specifically the discourse of Protestant 
dissent. He argues that commitments by certain 
dissenting Protestants to the right of private judgment 
in matters of Biblical interpretation, an outgrowth of the 
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, helped 
promote religious disestablishment in the early modern 
West. Miller shows that the separation of church and 
state can be read, most persuasively, as the triumph of 
a particular strand of Protestant nonconformity-that 
which stretched back to the Puritan separatist and the 
Restoration sects, rather than to those, like 
Presbyterians, who sought to replace the "wrong" 
church establishment with their own, "right" one. 

The Creator in 
the Courtroom: 
"Scopes II": The 
1981 Arkansas 
Creation-
Evolution Trial

Norman 
Geisler

Written by a creationist, this book is an account of the 
Scopes trial from that perspective, and argues that the 
judge in the case was prejudiced agains creationism 
from the very beginning. 

Storm Center: 
The Supreme 
Court in 
American Politics

O’Brien, 
David M

A terrific introduction to the history and particularly the 
workings of the Supreme Court, although it has very 
little specifically about church and state

God on Trial: 
Dispatches from 
America's 
Religious 
Battlefields

Peter 
Irons

Over the past two decades, federal courts have 
become contentious battlefields in America's growing 
religious wars. Since 1989, five momentous court 
cases have divided communities and the nation. Peter 
Irons, a noted constitutional scholar, lawyer, and author 
of the bestselling May It Please the Court, delivers a 
compelling narrative accompanied by first-person 
accounts from both sides of the fight in these historic 
cases. 

Living the 
Secular Life

Phil 
Zucker
man

Drawing on innovative sociological research, Living the 
Secular Life illuminates this demographic shift with the 
moral convictions that govern secular individuals, 
offering crucial information for the religious and 
nonreligious alike. Living the Secular Life reveals that, 
despite opinions to the contrary, nonreligious 
Americans possess a unique moral code that allows 
them to effectively navigate the complexities of modern 
life. Spiritual self-reliance, clear-eyed pragmatism, and 
an abiding faith in the Golden Rule to adjudicate moral 
decisions: these common principles are shared across 
secular society. Living the Secular Life demonstrates 
these principles in action and points to their usage 
throughout daily life.

Thy Kingdom 
Come: How the 
Religious Right 
Distorts Faith and 
Threatens 
America

Randall 
Balmer

For much of American history, evangelicalism was 
aligned with progressive political causes-the abolition 
of slavery, universal suffrage, and public education. 
But contemporary conservative activists have 
defaulted on this majestic legacy, embracing instead 
an agenda virtually indistinguishable from the 
Republican Party platform. How has evangelical 
Christianity become so entrenched in partisan politics? 
Randall Balmer, an evangelical Christian and a 
historian of American religion, deftly combines 
ethnographic research, theological reflections, and 
historical context to examine the nature of the 
Religious Right today-and offers a rallying cry for 
liberal Christians to reclaim the noble traditions of their 
faith.

First Freedom: 
The Fight for 
Religious Liberty

Randall 
Balmer, 
Lee 
Grogerg 
& Mark 
Mabry

In the sweltering summer of 1789, James Madison 
penned sixteen words in spare prose that became the 
First Amendment to the United States Constitution. 
Herein the founding fathers of a young government 
pledged separation of church and state, thus 
guaranteeing religious freedom for its citizens and 
establishing a free marketplace for religion in the 
United States. Utterly unprecedented in Western 
history, this construction of a government without the 
interlocking authority of religion set a new course for 
faith and politics and has produced a vibrant religious 
culture unmatched anywhere in the world. First 
Freedom details the progression of religious liberty 
from pilgrims and Puritans to the creation of the Bill of 
Rights and how it shaped a new nation. 

Close Encounters 
with the Religious 
Right: Journeys 
into the Twilight 
Zone of Religion 
and Politics

Rob 
Boston

What does Pat Robertson's Christian Coalition really 
want? What secret agenda lies behind radio counselor 
James Dobson's Focus on the Family? Who are the 
Promise Keepers and what are their ultimate goals? 
Why do so many leaders of the religious right engage 
in gay bashing? What would these groups do to our 
public school system, or to our government, if they 
were in power? Close Encounters with the Religious 
Right takes you behind the scenes to answer these 
questions and gives the reader a rare glimpse of a 
world the average American may not even realize 
exists.

James Madison 
on Religious 
Liberty

Robert 
Alley

This long-overdue volume is the only one of its kind 
containing all of Madison's religious writings, as well as 
new contributions by leading scholars. Madison's 
writings assume even more importance to thoughtful 
Americans as the Supreme Court continues to decide 
issues of school prayer, and as the Moral Majority tries 
to desecularize American public and private life. 
Imagine an America without the Bill of Rights, without 
the Constitution. This image of our nation, existing 
without these two foundations of freedom, justice, and 
inquiry, assaults the imagination, for these two 
documents are the fuel that runs the republic. What is 
even more remarkable is that their primary author was 
one man - James Madison.

The Most 
Dangerous Man 
in America? 

Robert 
Boston

Televangelist Pat Robertson has built one of the most 
powerful religious-political movements in American 
history. His Christian Coalition - with its '700 Club' 
broadcasting fundamentalism tinged with right-wing 
politics to an audience of millions, its American Center 
for Law and Justice legal action group attempting to 
impose far-right Christian ideas via the courts, and the 
growing number of graduates from its Regents 
University - wields a mighty sword within the 
Republican party in at least 25 states while GOP 
national leaders and presidential hopefuls court its 
favour. Despite his power, many Americans are not 
aware of Robertson's extreme political views or his 
goals for the United States. This book examines the 
role Robertson plays in contemporary politics and his 
efforts to influence American society through his 
various political organisations, businesses, and 
broadcast empire.

Why the 
Religious Right is 
Wrong about 
Separation of 
Church and State

Robert 
Boston

Award-winning journalist Robert Boston lambastes the 
zealots of the Religious Right for spreading 
misinformation about the constitutional principle of the 
separation of church and state. Boston reveals how a 
band of ultraconservative religious groups with a 
political agenda - led primarily by televangelist Pat 
Robertson - is conducting a systematic war aginst the 
separation of church and state. The tactics of these 
groups are designed to exploit unfounded fears and 
turn the American people against the separationist 
principle. To expose the Religious Right's blatant 
distortions of U.S. history and correct its skewed 
analysis of legal rulings, Boston objectively reviews the 
evolution of church/state relations in the United States 
and looks at how the separation principle has been 
applied by the courts. He also examines efforts by 
sectarian groups to win government support for their 
schools, the school prayer issue, the history of the free 
exercise of religion, and the controversial role of 
religion in the public square.

Queering 
Christianity: 
Finding a Place 
at the Table for 
LGBTQI 
Christians

Robert 
E. 
Shore-
Goss et. 
Al.

Through essays by noted lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer or questioning, and intersex 
(LGBTQI) religion scholars, this important compilation 
summarizes the history and current status of LGBTQI 
theology, exploring its relationship to the policies, 
practices, and theology of traditional Christianity. 
Contributors contrast the "radically inclusive" thinking 
of LGBTQI theology with the "exclusivity" practiced by 
many Christian churches, explaining the reasoning of 
each and clarifying contentious issues. At the same 
time, the book highlights ways in which "queer" 
theology and practice benefit Christian congregations. 
Writing from the perspective of grassroots Christian 
LGBTQI movements, many of the contributors draw 
upon their own experiences. Equally important, the 
work creates the basis for dialogue between traditional 
churches and followers of LGBTQI theology, offering 
practical suggestions for Christian congregations that 
wish to put aside exclusionary policies and practices.

Toward 
Benevolent 
Neutrality: 
Church, State, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Robert 
Miller. 
and 
Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

Presents the text of virtually every significant Supreme 
Court decision concerning religious freedom and 
separation of church and state. Also included are 
essays interpreting the historical background and legal 
issues involved in each case, beginning with the 
principal events leading to the adoption of the First 
Amendment.

Without a Prayer: 
Religious 
Expression in 
Public Schools

Robert 
S. Alley

This is the first thorough examination of school prayer 
to bring together the experiences of parents and 
children involved in contesting public school 
sanctioned prayer and Bible reading. Alley explores the 
way in which terms like "nonpreferentialism," 
"toleration" and "accommodation" are being used to 
hide violations of the First Amendment. Personal 
interviews were conducted with those involved in 
seven prominent cases. Each story challenges 
communities that impose the mores and cultural 
patterns of religion on their public schools. The result, 
in most instances, has been angry protests as well as 
threats against parents and children, and/or property 
damage.

Red State 
Religion: Faith 
and Politics in 
America's 
Heartland

Robert 
Wuthno
w

In Red State Religion, Robert Wuthnow tells the story 
of religiously motivated political activism in Kansas 
from territorial days to the present. He examines how 
faith mixed with politics as both ordinary Kansans and 
leaders such as John Brown, Carrie Nation, William 
Allen White, and Dwight Eisenhower struggled over the 
pivotal issues of their times, from slavery and 
Prohibition to populism and anti-communism. Beyond 
providing surprising new explanations of why Kansas 
became a conservative stronghold, the book sheds 
new light on the role of religion in red states across the 
Midwest and the United States. Contrary to recent 
influential accounts, Wuthnow argues that Kansas 
conservatism is largely pragmatic, not ideological, and 
that religion in the state has less to do with politics and 
contentious moral activism than with relationships 
between neighbors, friends, and fellow churchgoers. 

The Necessity of 
Secularism

Ronald 
A. 
Lindsey

For the first time in human history, a significant 
percentage of the world’s population no longer 
believes in God. This is especially true in developed 
nations, where in some societies nonbelievers now 
outnumber believers. Unless religion collapses 
completely, or undergoes a remarkable resurgence, 
countries across the globe must learn to carefully and 
effectively manage this societal mix of religious and 
irreligious. For in a world already deeply riven by 
sectarian conflict, this unprecedented demographic 
shift presents yet another challenge to humanity. 
Writing in an engaging, accessible style, philosopher 
and lawyer Ronald A. Lindsay develops a tightly 
crafted argument for secularism—specifically, that in a 
religiously pluralistic society, a robust, thoroughgoing 
secularism is the only reliable means of preserving 
meaningful democracy and rights of conscience.

To Defend the 
Constitution: 
Religion, 
Conscientious 
Objection, 
Naturalization, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

The story of people who were denied citizenship 
because they were conscientious objectors to war and 
how they fought their battles in the Supreme Court.

That Godless 
Court? Supreme 
Court Decisions 
on Church-State 
Relationships

Ronald 
Flowers

The "religious clause" of the First Amendment, 
seemingly simple and clear, has been and continues to 
be controversial in its application. In this book, Flowers 
explains the Court's thinking, clarifying for readers the 
decisions that have been built on or that have altered 
previous positions.

The Majesty of 
the Law: 
Reflections of a 
Supreme Court 
Justice

Sandra 
Day 
O'Conn
or

Not about church and state, but a readable introduction 
to the Supreme Court, its procedures and some of the 
issues it faces. 

God's Profits: 
Faith, Fraud and 
the Republican 
Crusade for 
Values Voters

Sarah 
Posner

Keenly observed and meticulously reported, "God's 
Profits" examines the unholy alliance between a new 
breed of corrupt televangelists and the Republican 
Party, which is eagerly courting "values voters" in the 
nation's largest megachurches. Author Sarah Posner 
exposes the activities of Kenneth Copeland, John 
Hagee, Rod Parsley, T.D. Jakes, and other politically 
connected, skillfully marketed, and increasingly 
influential religious leaders. Preaching the "prosperity 
gospel"???the notion that faith and tithing alone can 
ensure financial security???both in their churches and 
over the airwaves, these charismatic leaders scam the 
gullible even as they enjoy unprecedented access to 
top Bush Administration officials. 

Sexual 
Orientation and 
Human Rights in 
American 
Religious 
Discourse

Saul M. 
Olyan & 
Martha 
C. 
Nussba
um

Sexual orientation is a topic of intense debate within 
America's religious traditions. These discussions have 
had a significant impact on the formation of public 
policy, as speakers who locate themselves squarely 
within religious traditions have articulated positions on 
both sides in recent arguments concerning gays in the 
military, civil rights protections for gays and lesbians, 
gay marriage, parenting and foster parenting, and 
benefits for partners of gay and lesbian employees of 
major corporations and institutions. This volume, which 
stems from a 1995 conference at Brown University, 
aims to promote both academic and public 
understanding of the different positions that exist on 
sexual orientation and its public policy dimensions 
within four major American religious traditions. Writers 
from within the Jewish community, the Roman Catholic 
church, Mainline Protestant churches, and African-
American churches explore the history and tradition of 
their communities on same-sex orientation, discuss the 
moral stance they advocate, and consider the legal 
and public policy implications of that stance. For each 
of these traditions, two opposing views are 
represented, and a respondent frames the issue in a 
larger context. The book concludes with essays by 
Michael McConnell and Andrew Koppelman exploring 
how our society might find a modus vivendi in a state 
position of neutrality on the moral status of 
homosexuality.

Attack of the 
Theocrats! How 
the Religious 
Right Harms Us 
All- And What We 
Can Do About It

Sean 
Fairclot
h

At no time in American history has the United States 
had such a high percentage of theocratic members of 
Congress--those who expressly endorse religious bias 
in law. Just as ominously, at no other time have 
religious fundamentalists effectively had veto power 
over one of the country's two major political parties. As 
Sean Faircloth argues, this has led to the crumbling of 
the country's most cherished founding principle--the 
wall separating church and state--and presages even 
more crumbling.

Ellery's Protest: 
How One Young 
Man Defied 
Tradition and 
Sparked the 
Battle Over 
School Prayer

Stephen 
D. 
Solomo
n

Tells the fascinating personal and legal drama of the 
Schempp case: the family’s struggle against the ugly 
reactions of neighbors, and the impassioned courtroom 
clashes as brilliant lawyers on both sides argued about 
the meaning of religious freedom. But Schempp was 
not the only case challenging religious exercises in the 
schools at the time, and Ellery’s Protest describes the 
race to the Supreme Court among the attorneys for 
four such cases. Solomon also explores the political, 
cultural, and religious roots of the controversy. 

The Bible, The 
School and the 
Constitution: The 
Clash that 
Shaped Modern 
Church-State 
Doctrine

Steven 
K. 
Green

Draws attention to an often overlooked nineteenth 
century that remains relevant to today's church-state 
debate
Offers historical as well as legal perspectives on a 
crucial episode in American history
Extensively documented from primary sources

Freethinkers: A 
History of 
American 
Secularism

Susan 
Jacoby

At a time when the separation of church and state is 
under attack as never before, Freethinkers offers a 
powerful defense of the secularist heritage that gave 
Americans the first government in the world founded 
not on the authority of religion but on the bedrock of 
human reason. In impassioned, elegant prose, 
celebrated author Susan Jacoby traces more than two 
hundred years of secularist activism, beginning with 
the fierce debate over the omission of God from the 
Constitution. Moving from nineteenth-century 
abolitionism and suffragism through the twentieth 
century's civil liberties, civil rights, and feminist 
movements, Freethinkersilluminates the neglected 
achievements of secularists who, allied with tolerant 
believers, have led the battle for reform in the past and 
today.

The Age of 
American 
Unreason

Susan 
Jacoby

A cultural history of the last forty years, The Age of 
American Unreason focuses on the convergence of 
social forces-usually treated as separate entities-that 
has created a perfect storm of anti-rationalism. These 
include the upsurge of religious fundamentalism, with 
more political power today than ever before; the failure 
of public education to create an informed citizenry; and 
the triumph of video over print culture. Sparing neither 
the right nor the left, Jacoby asserts that Americans 
today have embraced a universe of “junk thought” that 
makes almost no effort to separate fact from opinion.

The First 
Freedoms: 
Church and State 
in America to the 
Passage of the 
First Amendment

Thomas 
Curry

Is government forbidden to assist all religions equally, 
as the Supreme Court has held? Or does the First 
Amendment merely ban exclusive aid to one religion, 
as critics of the Court assert? The First Freedoms 
studies the church-state context of colonial and 
revolutionary America to present a bold new reading of 
the historical meaning of the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment. Synthesizing and interpreting a 
wealth of evidence from the founding of Virginia to the 
passage of the Bill of Rights, including everything 
published in America before 1791, Thomas Curry 
traces America's developing ideas on religious liberty 
and offers the most extensive investigation ever of the 
historical origins and background of the First 
Amendment's religion clauses.

The Age of 
Reason

Thomas 
Paine

Of all the tyrannies that affect mankind, tyranny in 
religion is the worst," declared Thomas Paine, adding, 
"every other species of tyranny is limited to the world 
we live in; but this attempts to stride beyond the grave, 
and seeks to pursue us into eternity." Paine's years of 
study and reflection on the role of religion in society 
culminated with his final work, The Age of Reason. 
This coolly reasoned polemic influenced religious 
thinking throughout the world at the dawn of the 
nineteenth century, and its resonance remains 
undiminished by time.
The selfsame humanist and egalitarian views that 
made Paine a popular figure of the American 
Revolution brought him into frequent conflict with 
political authorities. Parts of The Age of Reason were 
written in a French jail, where Paine was confined for 
his opposition to the execution of Louis XVI. An atack 
on revealed religion from the deist point of view — 
embodied by Paine's credo, "I believe in one God, and 
no more" — this work undertakes a hitherto unheard-of 
approach to Bible study. Its critical and objective 
examination of Old and New Testatments cites 
nemerous contradictions as evidence against literal 
interpretations of the text. Well articulated and 
eminently readable, The Age of Reason is a classic of 
free thought.

Founding Faith: 
Providence, 
Politics, and the 
Birth of Religious 
Freedom in 
America

Waldma
n, 
Steven

Waldman lays out the debate between the 
accommodationists and separationists and then details 
the activities and beliefs of the Founding Fathers to 
see who of the contemporary disputants is right. He 
comes down in favor of the separationists, but he is fair 
to each side and helps the student understand the 
nature of the debate and where it comes from. 

The First Liberty, 
Religion and the 
American 
Republic

William 
Lee 
Miller

Though many claim the United States to be a 
"Christian Nation," Miller provides a fascinatingly vivid 
account of the philosophical skirmishes and political 
machinations that led to the "wall of separation" 
between church and state. That famous phrase is 
Jefferson's, though it does not appear in the 
Declaration of Independence nor in the Constitution. 
But Miller follows this seminal idea from three great 
standard-bearers of religious liberty: Jefferson, 
Madison, and Roger Williams. Jefferson, who wrote 
the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, the 
precursor of the First Amendment of the Constitution; 
James Madison, who was politically responsible for 
Virginia's acceptance of religious liberty and who, a 
few years later, helped draft the Bill of Rights; and the 
even earlier figure, the radical dissenter Roger 
Williams, who propounded the idea of religious 
freedom not as a rational secularist but out of a deeply 
held spiritual faith. 

Church and State 
in American 
History, 3rd 
Edition

Wilson, 
John F. 
and 
Donald 
L. 
Drakem
an

Presents chronologically-organized chapters that 
include selections from documents like colonial 
charters, opinions of the Supreme Court and salient 
legislation, along with contemporary commentary, and 
incisive interpretations of the issues by modern 
scholars. Figures as divergent as John Winthrop, John 
F. Kennedy, and Sandra Day O’Connor speak from 
these pages as directly as Paul Blanshard, Leon 
Higginbotham, John Courtney Murray, and Robert 
Bellah. Church and State in American History 
addresses the difficult relationships among the political 
and religious structures of our society and the 
emergence of an American solution to the church-state 
problem.



Title Author Description
Visions of 
Reality- What 
Fundamentalist 
Schools Teach

Albert J. 
Menend
ez

Although a majority of Americans have repeatedly 
shown in referendum elections and opinion polls that 
they oppose tax support for nonpublic schools, 
fundamentalist leaders and their political lobbies are 
putting increasing pressure on Congress and state 
legislatures to compel taxpayers to support sectarian 
private schools through "vouchers" or "tuition tax 
credits," under the deceptive banner of "school 
choice." Albert J. Menendez has carefully examined 
the most widely used history, English, and science 
textbooks in fundamentalist private schools. He 
documents the fact that these schools promote 
prejudice against people of other faiths, distort history, 
derogate our literary heritage, cast science in a bad 
light, and otherwise indoctrinate children with "visions 
of reality" that are incompatible with public tax support.

Religion and the 
Public Schools

Anne 
Marie 
Lofaso

Religion in the Public Schools: A Road Map for 
Avoiding Lawsuits and Respecting Parents’ Legal 
Rights is designed to help. This handy 129-page book, 
written by Associate Professor of Law Anne Marie 
Lofaso of West Virginia University, examines what the 
courts have said about many religion-in-school 
controversies and provides clear, concise answers to 
common questions. Fully referenced and 
footnoted, Religion in the Public Schools is the perfect 
guide for anyone seeking to better navigate the 
intersection between religion and public education.

Why We Still 
Need Public 
Schools

Art Must 
Jr.

Two cornerstones of American democracy - separation 
of church and state, and public schools - are under 
increasing attack. As this collection of essays, written 
by some of America's leading educators, political 
figures, and advocates of religious liberty shows, 
universal public education and the separation of 
church and state are related. The eminent contributors 
to this book argue that we need to defend both 
institutions against increasing onslaughts by the 
Religious Right and other self-proclaimed arbiters of 
societal behavior, who seek to dictate public policy and 
who are labeling the public schools themselves as 
"immoral" institutions. At issue here is not whether 
public schools need to be improved. It is assumed that 
improvement is necessary.

Piety & Politics: 
The Right Wing 
Assault on 
Religious 
Freedom

Barry 
Lynn

In the wake of the 2004 presidential election, the 
Religious Right insisted that George Bush had been 
handed a mandate for an ideology-based social 
agenda, including the passage of a “marriage 
amendment” to ban same-sex unions, diversion of tax 
money to religious groups through “faith-based 
initiatives,” the teaching of creationism in public 
schools, and restrictions on abortion. Led by an 
aggressive band of television preachers and extremist 
radio personalities, the Religious Right set its sights on 
demolishing the wall of separation between church and 
state. The Reverend Barry Lynn is a devout Christian, 
but he argues that politicians need to stop looking to 
the Bible to justify their actions and should consult 
another source instead: the U.S. Constitution. 

First Freedom 
First: A Citizen's 
Guide to 
Protecting 
Religious Liberty 
and Separation of 
Church and State

Barry 
Lynn & 
C. 
Welton 
Gaddy

The United States is the most religiously diverse nation 
in the world, due in large part to the clauses of the First 
Amendment that guarantee freedom for and from 
religion. But as we debate displaying Christmas trees 
at city hall and the Ten Commandments in the 
courthouse, we must ask: in what other ways is our 
religious liberty being compromised. In First Freedom 
First, with clear language and recognizable examples, 
two of the most trusted voices on church-state 
separation address head-on the many areas where 
religion and politics overlap, with consequences for all 
Americans.

The Right to 
Religious Liberty: 
The Basic ACLU 
Guide to 
Religious Rights

Barry 
Lynn, 
Marc D. 
Stern, 
and 
Oliver 
S. 
Thomas

This revised and updated edition of The Right to 
Religious Liberty sets forth an individual’s religious 
rights under present law, offering suggestions as to 
how they can be preserved and protected. (A bit 
dated-1995- but otherwise a good resource)

  Journal of 
Church and State

Baylor 
Universi
ty

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Pray the Gay 
Away: The 
Extraordinary 
Lives of Bible 
Belt Gays

Bernade
tte 
Barton

While some areas of the Unites States have made 
tremendous progress in securing rights for gay people, 
Bible Belt states lag behind. In Pray the Gay Away, 
Bernadette Barton argues that conventions of small 
town life, rules which govern Southern manners, and 
the power wielded by Christian institutions serve as a 
foundation for both passive and active homophobia in 
the Bible Belt. She explores how conservative 
Christian ideology reproduces homophobic attitudes 
and shares how Bible Belt gays negotiate these 
attitudes in their daily lives. Drawing on the remarkable 
stories of Bible Belt gays, Barton brings to the fore 
their thoughts, experiences and hard-won insights to 
explore the front lines of our national culture war over 
marriage, family, hate crimes, and equal rights. 

To Serve God 
and Wal-Mart: 
The Making of 
Christian Free 
Enterprise

Bethany 
Ellen 
Moreton

In the decades after World War II, evangelical 
Christianity nourished America’s devotion to free 
markets, free trade, and free enterprise. The history of 
Wal-Mart uncovers a complex network that united Sun 
Belt entrepreneurs, evangelical employees, Christian 
business students, overseas missionaries, and free-
market activists. Through the stories of people linked 
by the world’s largest corporation, Bethany Moreton 
shows how a Christian service ethos powered 
capitalism at home and abroad.

Moral Minority: 
Our Skeptical 
Founding Fathers

Brooke 
Allen

In her lively refutation of modern claims about 
America's religious origins, Brooke Allen looks back at 
the late eighteenth century and shows decisively that 
the United States was founded not on Christian 
principles at all but on Enlightenment ideas. Moral 
Minority presents a powerful case that the unique legal 
framework the Founding Fathers created was 
designed according to the humanist ideals of 
Enlightenment thinkers: God entered the picture only 
as a very minor player, and Jesus Christ was 
conspicuous by his absence. The guiding spirit of the 
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. 
Constitution, Ms. Allen explains, was not Jesus Christ 
but John Locke. In direct and accessible prose, she 
provides fascinating chapters on the religious lives of 
the six men she considers the key Founding Fathers: 
Franklin, Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, and Hamilton. Far from being the 
conventional pious Christians we too often imagine, 
these men were skeptical intellectuals, in some cases 
not even Christians at all.

The Battle over 
School Prayer: 
How Engel v. 
Vitale Changed 
America

Bruce J. 
Dierenfi
eld

Bruce Dierenfield has written a concise and readable 
guide to the first and still most important case that 
addressed the constitutionality of prayer in public 
schools. The 22-word recitation in a Long Island school 
that was challenged in Engel v. Vitale was hardly 
denominational not even overtly Christian but a handful 
of parents saw it as a violation of the First 
Amendment's proscription again the establishment of 
religion. The case forced the Supreme Court to take a 
stand on Jefferson's "wall of separation" between 
church and state. When it did so, the Court declared 
that by endorsing the prayer recitation no matter how 
brief, non-denominational, or voluntary the Long Island 
school board had unconstitutionally approved the 
establishment of religion in school. Writing with 
impeccable fairness and sensitivity, Dierenfield sets his 
account of the Engel decision in the larger historical 
and political context, citing battles over a wide range of 
religious activities in public schools throughout 
American history. Through interviews with many of the 
participants, he also reveals the large price paid by the 
plaintiffs and their children, who were frequently 
harassed both during and after the trial. 

Religious 
Fundamentalisms 
and the Human 
Rights of Women

C. 
Howlan
d

Dialogue on the conflict between religious 
fundamentalism and women's rights is often stymied 
by an 'all or nothing' approach: fundamentalists claim 
of absolute religious freedom, while some feminists 
dismiss religion entirely as being so imbued with 
patriarchy as to be eternally opposed to women's 
rights. This ignores, though, the experiences of 
religious women who suffer under fundamentalism and 
fight to resist it, perceiving themselves to be at once 
religious and feminist. In Religious Fundamentalisms 
and the Human Rights of Women , Howland provides a 
forum for these different scholars, both religious and 
nonreligious, to meet and seek common ground in their 
fight against fundamentalism. Through an examination 
of international human rights, national law, grass roots 
activism, and theology, this volume explores the acute 
problems that contemporary fundamentalist 
movements pose for women's equality and liberty 
rights.

Liars for Jesus: 
The Religious 
Right's Alternate 
Version of 
American History

Chris 
Rodda

Liars for Jesus debunks many of the historical lies 
invented and used by the Christian nationalist history 
revisionists in their efforts to further their far right 
political agenda and destroy the wall of separation 
between church and state in America. Liars for Jesus 
is not a book about religion. It is a history book, 
presenting and fully documenting the true stories and 
historical facts that are distorted in the "Christian 
nation" pseudo-history promoted by the religious right.

Wrapped in the 
Flag

Claire 
Conner

Claire Conner’s award-winning memoir, Wrapped in 
the Flag (Beacon Press 2013, 2014) weaves her  
intimate personal stories with the history of the 1960s, 
70s, and 80s. She chronicles her parents’ obsession 
with radical right-wing politics embodied in the John 
Birch Society, the most powerful  anti-Communist, anti-
government, populist movement of the 20th century

Nonbeliever 
Nation: The Rise 
of Secular 
Americans

David 
Niose

Today, one in five Americans are nonbelievers―a 
rapidly growing group at a time when traditional 
Christian churches are dwindling in numbers. Still we 
see almost none of them openly serving in elected 
office, while many others continue to loudly proclaim 
the falsehood of America as a Christian nation. David 
Niose calls for nonreligious Americans from all 
backgrounds to step out of the shadows and signal 
their opposition to the long-dominant Religious Right. 
Exploring all the hot-button issues that divide the 
country―from gay marriage to education policy to 
contentious church-state battles―he shows how 
Secular Americans―a group comprised not just of 
atheists and agnostics, but lapsed Catholics, secular 
Jews, and millions of others who have walked away 
from organized religion―are mobilizing and forming 
groups all over the country (even atheist clubs in Bible-
belt high schools) to challenge the exaltation of religion 
in American politics and public life. 

Original Intent: 
Chief Justice 
Rehnquist and 
the Course of 
American 
Church/State 
Relations

Derek 
Davis

Contemporary debate in the area of church/state 
relations centers around the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment: "Congress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of religion [the 
Establishment Clause] or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof [the Free Exercise Clause]." Original Intent is a 
readable and objective summary of the views of Chief 
Justice Rehnquist and an enlightening treatise on the 
future of church/state relations in America.

Roger Williams: 
Prophet of Liberty

Edwin 
C. 
Gaustad

Roger Williams chronicles the life of one of the most 
remarkable forefathers in American history. A true 
revolutionary, this devout Puritan championed Native 
American rights; wrote treatises on equal rights, flag 
desecration, and the separation of church and state; 
established the first American settlement based on 
total religious toleration--and he lived more than a 
century before independence, when America was still a 
vast wilderness! Williams went on to adopt adult 
baptism and founded the first Baptist church in 
America. He became president of Rhode Island colony 
in 1654, served as captain in the defense of 
Providence during King Philip's War, and continued to 
write and preach passionately for religious tolerance 
and Native American rights until his death in 1683.

Proclaim Liberty 
Throughout the 
Land: A History of 
Church and State 
in America

Edwin 
Gaustad

In this volume, one of the most distinguished scholars 
of American religious history traces the complicated 
relationship of church and state from the early colonial 
period, through the unique American experiment in 
religious liberty after the Revolution, to the ongoing 
debate over religious issues in our schools and 
communities. Edwin Gaustad relates entertaining and 
edifying accounts of headline-grabbing court trials 
involving polygamy, witchcraft, and church taxation. He 
quotes moving passages from the speeches and 
writings of American Presidents and Supreme Court 
justices to prove that, to paraphrase Michelangelo, 
"religious liberty is made up of a series of trifles, but 
religious liberty is no trifle."

Faith of the 
Founders: 
Religion and the 
New Nation, 
1776-1826

Edwin 
S. 
Gaustad

Edwin Gaustad provides a careful consideration of the 
developing relationship between religion and the state 
after the American Revolution. With concise focus on 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, 
George Washington, and John Adams, Gaustad 
identifies seven varying―sometimes 
contrary―perspectives on religion that guided the 
nation's founders. Faith of the Founders shows how 
these figures possessed an intuitive understanding of 
religion that helped nourish a young country. This brief 
but insightful book offers a look into the founding 
fathers' genius―and points to a way forward through 
the ideological boundaries that threaten to upend the 
daily doings of American government today.

With God on 
Their Side: How 
Christian 
Fundamentalists 
Trampled 
Science, Policy 
and Democracy 
in George W. 
Bush's White 
House

Esther 
Kaplan

When asked which single issue most affected their 
vote in the last presidential election, more than one in 
five Americans said “moral values”—and 78 percent of 
these voters chose to reelect President George W. 
Bush. As Esther Kaplan shows in her richly detailed 
investigation, it’s no wonder the Christian right voted 
for Bush in droves—their loyal support in 2000 
produced fantastic results. While organizations that 
offer abortion counseling and services or help to 
prevent HIV see their funds cut, church groups receive 
millions in federal dollars to promote sexual abstinence 
and marriage (provided, of course, it is heterosexual). 
Bush has appointed a Christian right dream team to 
the federal courts, dedicated to tearing down what one 
such judge calls “the so-called separation of church 
and state. Religious zeal even shapes Bush’s foreign 
policy, as Christian belief in the end times spurs the 
administration’s support for hard-line policies in Israel.

Evolution vs. 
Creationism

Eugenie 
C. Scott

More than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the 
debate over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.

The Separation 
of Church and 
State: Writings on 
a Fundamental 
Freedom by 
America's 
Founders

Forrest 
Church

A primer of essential writings about one of the 
cornerstones of our democracy by the original authors 
of the Constitution, edited by preeminant liberal 
theologian Forrest Church. Americans will never stop 
debating the question of church-state separation, and 
such debates invariably lead back to the nation’s 
beginnings and the founders’ intent. The Separation of 
Church and State presents a basic collection of the 
founders’ teachings on this topic. This concise primer 
gets past the rhetoric that surrounds the current 
debate, placing the founders’ vivid writings on religious 
liberty in historical perspective. Edited and with running 
commentary by Forrest Church, this important 
collection informs anyone curious about the original 
blueprint for our country and its government.

Separation of 
Church and 
State: Founding 
Principle of 
Religious Liberty

Frank 
Lambert

Frank Lambert tackles the central claims of the 
Religious Right "historians" who insist that America 
was conceived as a "Christian State," that modern-day 
"liberals" and "secularists" have distorted and/or 
ignored the place of religion in American history, and 
that the phrase "the separation of church and state" 
does not appear in any of the founding documents and 
is, therefore, a myth created by the Left. He discusses 
what separates "bad" history from "good" history, and 
concludes that the self-styled "historians" of the 
Religious Right create a "useful past" that enlists the 
nation's founders on behalf of present-day 
conservative religious and political causes. The result 
of a politicized religious history exposes the Religious 
Right "history" as fabrications and half-truths. In fact, 
one of the foundational principles of the Constitution is 
that of separation as the key to safeguarding freedom: 
separation of powers, separation of federal and state 
governments, and separation of church and state.

Religious 
Expression and 
the American 
Constitution

Frankly
n 
Haiman

In the current environment and fervor for “homeland 
security,” personal freedoms in exchange for security 
are coming under more scrutiny. Among these 
guaranteed freedoms are the protection of religious 
expression given by the U.S. Constitution and the 
constitutional prohibitions against behaviors that 
violate the separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.

Eternal Hostility: 
The Struggle 
Between 
Theocracy and 
Democracy

Frederic
k 
Clarkso
n

What is behind the violence against abortion clinics, 
attacks on gays and lesbians and the growing power of 
the religious right? Frederick Clarkson makes it clear 
that beyond the bombers and assassins who 
sometimes make news, is a growing, if not well 
understood, movement that encompasses Pat 
Robertson's Christian Coalition, the Unification Church 
of Sun Myung Moon and the Promise Keepers--the 
lead agency of the so-called Christian men's 
movement. Clarkson exposes the wild card of the 
"theology of vigilantism" which urges the enforcement 
of "God's law" and argues for fundamentalist revolution 
against constitutional democracy. 

Setting the 
Record Straight: 
Response to 
Misconceptions 
About Public 
Education in the 
US

Gerald 
Bracey

Gerald Bracey knows there are three kinds of lies in 
education policy: lies, damned lies, and the statistics 
that reactionary reformers tout as evidence in favor of 
dismantling our public schools. In this second and 
substantially updated edition of the hard-hitting Setting 
the Record Straight, Bracey goes toe-to-toe with the 
opponents of quality public education. You'll learn how 
to discredit them in your own discussions by using the 
very logic and statistical analyses they purport to have 
on their side. In this series of smart, forceful analyses, 
Bracey homes in on specific topics like vouchers, 
school funding, and comparisons to international test 
scores, themes around which agitators have created a 
host of mythological American school failures from the 
flimsiest of evidence. Each essay begins with a 
question you might commonly hear in conversation 
about these alleged shortcomings, to which Bracey 
provides a brief, sound- byte-ready rebuttal. Then he 
follows it up with a full-length explanation, replete with 
statistical data and talking points that fully support his 
assertions-and silence those who would undermine 
education with disinformation.

Not in Our 
Classrooms

Glenn 
Branch 
& 
Eugenie 
C. Scott

Where did the concept of intelligent design originate? 
How does it connect with, and conflict with, various 
religious beliefs? Should we teach the controversy 
itself in our science classrooms? In clear and lively 
essays, a team of experts answers these questions 
and many more, describing the history of the intelligent 
design movement and the lack of scientific support for 
its claims. Most importantly, the contributors—
authorities on the scientific, legal, educational, and 
theological problems of intelligent design-speak 
specifically to teachers and parents about the need to 
defend the integrity of science education by keeping 
intelligent design out of science curriculums. 

Lowering the 
Wall: Religion 
and the Supreme 
Court in the 
1980s

Gregg 
Ivers

Convinced that church-state law under the Supreme 
Court during the 1980s took "a giant-and unwelcome 
step--backward," Gregg Ivers's book explores the 
changing relationship between religion and the state. 
Those looking for a neutral account of this relationship 
should look elsewhere. This book, commissioned by 
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, is a liberal's 
response to use of the courts by "[r]eligious 
conservatives, encouraged by the election of Ronald 
Reagan," to create a "broad wave of conservative 
religious populism" in pursuit of school prayer, financial 
assistance for parochial institutions and equal access 
to public school facilities for student religious clubs.

The Oxford 
Companion to the 
Supreme Court of 
the United States

Hall, 
Kermit L

Not about church and state, but a great resource book 
on the Court.

The Journal of 
Law and Religion

Hamline 
Universi
ty Law 
School

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Religion on Trial: 
How Supreme 
Court Trends 
Threaten 
Freedom of 
Conscience in 
America

Hammo
nd, 
Philip 
E., 
David 
W. 
Machac
ek and 
Eric 
Michael 
Mazur

A powerful indictment of the current Supreme Court, 
arguing the regressive justices are not faithful to the 
Constitution and thereby endanger religious freedom.

The Godless 
Constitution: The 
Case Against 
Religious 
Correctness

Isaac 
Krammi
k & R. 
Lawrenc
e Moore

The Godless Constitution is an urgent and timely 
reexamination of the roots of church-state separation 
in American politics - and a ringing refutation of the 
misguided claims of the religious right. In this important 
polemic two distinguished scholars of American 
political ideas and religion refute this dangerous 
attempt to introduce what they term "religious 
correctness" into our politics, by reminding us that the 
absence of any mention of God in the Constitution was 
a conscious action on the framers' part, intended to 
prevent the bloody religious controversies that so 
marked European history. They also emphasize that 
church-state separation was seen as a guarantee of - 
not a hindrance to - religions liberty. Fully respecting 
the importance of religion in the public sphere, yet 
forthright in defining proper limits, The Godless 
Constitution offers a bracing return to the first 
principles of American democracy - and a guide to 
keeping them intact in the forthcoming presidential 
campaign.

Holy Hullabaloos: 
A Road Trip to 
the Battlegrounds 
of the Church-
State Wars

J. D. 
Wexler

After ten years spent riddling over the intricacies of 
church/state law from the ivory tower, law professor 
Jay Wexler decided it was high time to hit the road to 
learn what really happened in some of the most 
controversial Supreme Court cases involving this hot-
button issue. In Holy Hullabaloos, he takes us along for 
the ride, crossing the country to meet the people and 
visit the places responsible for landmark decisions in 
recent judicial history, from a high school football field 
where fans once recited prayers before kickoff to a 
Santeria church notorious for animal sacrifice, from a 
publicly funded Muslim school to a creationist 
museum. Wexler's no-holds-barred approach to 
investigating famous church/state brouhahas is as 
funny as it is informative.

Far Right 
Fantasy: A 
Sociology of 
American 
Religion and 
Politics

James 
Aho

Far-Right Fantasy is a straight-forward, jargon-free 
study of contemporary American right-wing extremism. 
The book addresses the strengths and weaknesses of 
the standard psycho-social-cultural explanations of far-
right activism. It shows how extremists are similar 
educationally and psychologically to their more 
conventional neighbors; that they get into the 
movement in the same way that others become peace 
activists or radical environmentalists, namely, through 
their ties with fellow workers and church-goers, family 
members, and classmates; and that their views are 
given a patina of certainty by being repeatedly 
corroborated within closed, non-contaminated 
communication systems. 

Religion and the 
State: Essays in 
Honor of Leo 
Pfeffer

James 
E. Wood 
Jr.

These essays examine major themes affecting religion 
and the state in a free society and the interaction of 
religion and world order. While concern is given to the 
historical and judicial context of the Establishment and 
Free Exercise Clauses of the First Amendment, special 
attention is given to contemporary church-state 
problems in American life. In addition, the volume 
analyzes alternatives to church-state relations outside 
the United States and freedom of religion in the 
international advance of human rights.

Supreme 
Conflict: The 
Inside Story of 
the Struggle for 
Control of the 
United States 
Supreme Court

Jan 
Crawfor
d 
Greenb
urg

Drawing on unprecedented access to the Supreme 
Court justices themselves and their inner circles, 
acclaimed ABC News legal correspondent Jan 
Crawford Greenburg offers an explosive newsbreaking 
account of one of the most momentous political 
watersheds in American history. From the series of 
Republican nominations that proved deeply frustrating 
to conservatives to the decades of bruising battles that 
led to the rise of Justices Roberts and Alito, this is the 
authoritative story of the conservative effort to shift the 
direction of the high court—a revelatory look at one of 
the central fronts of America's culture wars by one of 
the most widely respected experts on the subject.

The Nine: Inside 
the Secret World 
of the Supreme 
Court

Jeffrey 
Toobin

In The Nine, acclaimed journalist Jeffrey Toobin takes 
us into the chambers of the most important—and 
secret—legal body in our country, the Supreme Court, 
revealing the complex dynamic among the nine people 
who decide the law of the land. An institution at a 
moment of transition, the Court now stands at a crucial 
point, with major changes in store on such issues as 
abortion, civil rights, and church-state relations. Based 
on exclusive interviews with the justices and with a 
keen sense of the Court’s history and the trajectory of 
its future, Jeffrey Toobin creates in The Nine a riveting 
story of one of the most important forces in American 
life today. (2008)

Roger Williams 
and the Creation 
of the American 
Soul: Church, 
State and the 
Birth of Liberty

John M. 
Barry

For four hundred years, Americans have wrestled with 
and fought over two concepts that define the nature of 
the nation: the proper relation between church and 
state and between a free individual and the state. 
These debates began with the extraordinary thought 
and struggles of Roger Williams, who had an 
unparalleled understanding of the conflict between a 
government that justified itself by "reason of state"-i.e. 
national security-and its perceived "will of God" and the 
"ancient rights and liberties" of individuals. Acclaimed 
historian John M. Barry explores the development of 
these fundamental ideas through the story of the man 
who was the first to link religious freedom to individual 
liberty, and who created in America the first 
government and society on earth informed by those 
beliefs. 

Religious Liberty 
and the Secular 
State

John M. 
Swomle
y

This book exposes the Supreme Court's erosion of the 
Establishment Clause while emphasizing the Free 
Exercise Clause. Swomley also explores civil religion, 
secular humanism, and the current counter-revolution 
against separation of church and state led by some 
religious and political conservatives who would profit 
from government aid. He also lists the benefits 
churches would realize under a secular government.

Religion and the 
American 
Constitutional 
Experiment: 
Essential Rights 
and Liberties

John 
Witte, 
Jr.

The third edition of this classic book provides a 
comprehensive, multidisciplinary overview of the 
history, theory, law, and comparative analysis of 
American religious liberty from the earliest colonial 
period through the most recent Supreme Court cases. 
The authors present balanced, accessible discussions 
of controversial issues, such as funding religious 
schools and charities and displaying religious symbols 
on government property. 

The Last 
Freedom: 
Religion from the 
Public School to 
the Public Square

Joseph 
P.Vitterit
i

The presidency of George W. Bush has polarized the 
church-state debate as never before. The Far Right 
has been emboldened to use religion to govern, while 
the Far Left has redoubled its efforts to evict religion 
from public life entirely. In The Last Freedom, Joseph 
Viteritti argues that there is a basic tension between 
religion and democracy because religion often rejects 
compromise as a matter of principle while democracy 
requires compromise to thrive. Viteritti argues that 
Americans must guard against debasing politics with 
either antireligious bigotry or religious zealotry. 
Drawing on politics, history, and law, he defines a new 
approach to the church-state question that protects the 
religious and the secular alike. Challenging much 
conventional opinion, Viteritti argues that the courts 
have failed to adequately protect religious minorities, 
that the rights of the religious are under greater threat 
than those of the secular, and that democracy exacts 
greater compromises and sacrifices from the religious 
than it does from the secular.

The Good News 
Club: The 
Christian Right's 
Stealth Assault 
on America's 
Children

Katherin
e 
Stewart

In 2009, the Good News Club came to the public 
elementary school where journalist Katherine Stewart 
sent her children. The Club, which is sponsored by the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, bills itself as an after-
school program of “Bible study.” But Stewart soon 
discovered that the Club’s real mission is to convert 
children to fundamentalist Christianity and encourage 
them to proselytize to their “unchurched” peers, all the 
while promoting the natural but false impression 
among the children that its activities are endorsed by 
the school. Astonished to discover that the U.S. 
Supreme Court has deemed this—and other forms of 
religious activity in public schools—legal, Stewart set 
off on an investigative journey to dozens of cities and 
towns across the nation to document the impact. In this 
book she demonstrates that there is more religion in 
America’s public schools today than there has been for 
the past 100 years. The movement driving this agenda 
is stealthy. It is aggressive. It has our children in its 
sights. And its ultimate aim is to destroy the system of 
public education as we know it.

American 
Theocracy: The 
Peril and Politics 
of Radical 
Religion, Oil, and 
Borrowed Money 
in the 21st 
Century

Kevin 
Phillips

Phillips takes an uncompromising view of the current 
age of global overreach, fundamentalist religion, 
diminishing resources, and ballooning debt under the 
GOP majority. With an eye to the past and a searing 
vision of the future, Phillips confirms what too many 
Americans are still unwilling to admit about the depth 
of our misgovernment.

The 
Fundamentals of 
Extremism: The 
Christian Right in 
America

Kimberl
y Blaker

The politics, educational policies, and social values 
perpetuated by Christian fundamentalists are exposed 
in this critical perspective on the religious right's role in 
American society. Statistics and studies of the 
movement are offered that provide insight into the 
causes and characteristics of fundamentalism and its 
effects on minority groups including women, children, 
African Americans, gays, and lesbians. Essays from a 
variety of authors consider the path to theocracy, the 
effect of the theology of inerrancy on politics, and the 
state of fundamentalism in the United States after the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Creationism on 
Trial: Evolution 
and God at Little 
Rock

Langdo
n Gilkey

Creationism on Trial is Gilkey's blow-by-blow account 
of his experiences as a witness for the ACLU at the 
1981 creationist trial in Little Rock, AR.

The Devil in 
Dover: An 
Insider's Story of 
Dogma v. Darwin 
in Small Town 
America

Lauri 
Lebo

Local newspaper reporter Lauri Lebo was handed the 
story of a lifetime when the Dover (Pennsylvania) 
School Board adopted a measure to require its ninth-
grade biology students to learn about intelligent 
design. In a case that recalled the famed 1925 Scopes 
“monkey” trial and made international headlines, 
eleven parents sued the school board. When the case 
wound up in federal court before a George W. Bush–
appointed judge, Lebo had a front-row seat. Lebo 
skillfully probes the compelling background of the 
case, introducing us to the plaintiffs, the defendants, 
the lawyers, and a parade of witnesses, along with 
Judge John E. Jones, who would eventually condemn 
the school board’s decision as one of “breathtaking 
inanity.” With the antievolution battle having moved to 
the state level—and the recent passage of state 
legislation that protects the right of schools to teach 
alternatives to evolution—the story will continue to be 
relevant for years to come.

Religion, State 
and the Burger 
Court

Leo 
Pfeffer

In Religion, State and the Burger Court, Leo Pfeffer, 
the leading authority on church/state law, presents a 
trenchant analysis of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court under Chief Justice Warren E. Burger, focusing 
on the Court's interpretation of the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments. These amendments that guarantee the 
separation of church and state and the free exercise of 
religion are fundamental to the unique character of 
democracy as it exists in the United States. However, 
the distinction between affairs of state and the 
concerns of organized religion has become blurred.

The 
Establishment 
Clause, Religion 
and the First 
Amendment

Leonard 
W. Levy

Leonard Levy's classic work examines the 
circumstances that led to the writing of the 
establishment clause of the First Amendment: 
'Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion. . . .' He argues that, contrary 
to popular belief, the framers of the Constitution 
intended to prohibit government aid to religion even on 
an impartial basis. He thus refutes the view of 
'nonpreferentialists,' who interpret the clause as 
allowing such aid provided that the assistance is not 
restricted to a preferred church. For this new edition, 
Levy has added to his original arguments and 
incorporated much new material, including an analysis 
of Jefferson's ideas on the relationship between church 
and state and a discussion of the establishment clause 
cases brought before the Supreme Court since the 
book was originally published in 1986.

God vs The 
Gavel: Religion 
and the Rule of 
Law

Marci 
Hamilto
n

God vs. the Gavel challenges the pervasive 
assumption that all religious conduct deserves 
constitutional protection. While religious conduct 
provides many benefits to society, it is not always 
benign. The thesis of the book is that anyone who 
harms another person should be governed by the laws 
that govern everyone else - and truth be told, religion is 
capable of great harm.

The Search for 
Christian America

Mark 
Noll., 
Nathan 
O. 
Hatch 
and 
George 
M. 
Marsde
n

The Search for Christian America" explores key 
questions raised by the movement asserting the 
Christian heritage of the U.S. and calling for its 
recovery. Through careful historical and contemporary 
analysis, the authors address such issues as: how 
much Christian action is required to make a whole 
society Christian; Puritan New England as case study; 
Christian principles vs. baptised ideology in the 
Revolutionary period; the stumbling block of incorrect 
views of America's history for effective Christian 
involvement in critical public issues; the relationship of 
Christian convictions to political or social agendas; 
learning to think historically as a guard against 
shortsighted or simplistic approaches.

The Myth of 
Christian 
America: What 
You Need to 
Know About the 
Separation of 
Church and State

Mark 
Weldon 
Whitten

Written in an accessible, popular style, Whitten 
provides sound scholarship in defense of the 
exposition of constitutional church-state separation.

Liberty and 
Conscience

Martha 
Nussba
um

The respect for religious difference has formed the 
bedrock of our nation and made equality possible. Yet 
today we are told that “moral values”—code for a 
government shaped by religious concerns—must be 
the keystone of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.

A Wall of 
Separation? 
Debating the 
Public Role of 
Religion

Mary C. 
Segers 
& Ted 
G. Jelen

Should the wall of separation between church and 
state be permeable or inviolable? This question has 
been hotly contested since the nation's founding and 
contentious debates persist today. With a collection of 
the most significant documents and an introduction by 
Clarke E. Cochran that provides the historical context 
of the debate, prominent scholars Mary Segers and 
Ted Jelen debate the impact of organized religion on 
the democratic process, examine its influence on 
political discourse, and discuss its significance for the 
creation of public policy. The authors illuminate the 
constitutional implications of using religion to cultivate 
public morality and discuss the complexities of creating 
a civic-minded citizenry in a pluralistic society.

Religious 
Freedom and the 
Supreme Court

Melissa 
Rogers, 
and 
Steven 
K. 
Green

A completely recast, updated, version of Robert T. 
Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward Benevolent 
Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme Court, 
listed belowA completely recast, updated, version of 
Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward 
Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme 
Court, listed belowA completely recast, updated, 
version of Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, 
Toward Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the 
Supreme Court, listed below

That's Not What 
They Meant! 
Reclaiming 
America's 
Founding Fathers 
from the Right 
Wing

Michael 
Austin

 In That's Not What They Meant! Professor Michael 
Austin examines dozens of books, articles, speeches, 
and radio broadcasts by such figures as Glenn Beck, 
Mark Levin, Sean Hannity, Larry Schweikart, and 
David Barton to expose the deep historical flaws in 
their use of America's founding history. In contrast to 
their misleading method of citing proof texts to serve a 
narrow agenda, Austin allows the Founding Fathers to 
speak for themselves, situating all quotations in the 
proper historical context. What emerges is a true 
historical picture of men who often disagreed with one 
another on such crucial issues as federal power, 
judicial review, and the separation of church and state. 
As Austin shows, the real legacy of the Founding 
Fathers to us is a political process: a system of 
disagreement, debate, and compromise that has kept 
democracy vibrant in America for more than two 
hundred years. Austin's carefully researched and 
rigorously argued book is essential reading for anyone 
seeking the accurate historical background to many of 
the hot-button political debates of today.

The Religious 
Roots of the First 
Amendment: 
Dissenting 
Protestants and 
the Separation of 
Church and State

Nichola
s P. 
Miller

Traditional understandings of the genesis of the 
separation of church and state rest on assumptions 
about "Enlightenment" and the republican ethos of 
citizenship. In The Religious Roots of the First 
Amendment, Nicholas P. Miller does not seek to 
dislodge that interpretation but to augment and enrich 
it by recovering its cultural and discursive religious 
contexts--specifically the discourse of Protestant 
dissent. He argues that commitments by certain 
dissenting Protestants to the right of private judgment 
in matters of Biblical interpretation, an outgrowth of the 
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, helped 
promote religious disestablishment in the early modern 
West. Miller shows that the separation of church and 
state can be read, most persuasively, as the triumph of 
a particular strand of Protestant nonconformity-that 
which stretched back to the Puritan separatist and the 
Restoration sects, rather than to those, like 
Presbyterians, who sought to replace the "wrong" 
church establishment with their own, "right" one. 

The Creator in 
the Courtroom: 
"Scopes II": The 
1981 Arkansas 
Creation-
Evolution Trial

Norman 
Geisler

Written by a creationist, this book is an account of the 
Scopes trial from that perspective, and argues that the 
judge in the case was prejudiced agains creationism 
from the very beginning. 

Storm Center: 
The Supreme 
Court in 
American Politics

O’Brien, 
David M

A terrific introduction to the history and particularly the 
workings of the Supreme Court, although it has very 
little specifically about church and state

God on Trial: 
Dispatches from 
America's 
Religious 
Battlefields

Peter 
Irons

Over the past two decades, federal courts have 
become contentious battlefields in America's growing 
religious wars. Since 1989, five momentous court 
cases have divided communities and the nation. Peter 
Irons, a noted constitutional scholar, lawyer, and author 
of the bestselling May It Please the Court, delivers a 
compelling narrative accompanied by first-person 
accounts from both sides of the fight in these historic 
cases. 

Living the 
Secular Life

Phil 
Zucker
man

Drawing on innovative sociological research, Living the 
Secular Life illuminates this demographic shift with the 
moral convictions that govern secular individuals, 
offering crucial information for the religious and 
nonreligious alike. Living the Secular Life reveals that, 
despite opinions to the contrary, nonreligious 
Americans possess a unique moral code that allows 
them to effectively navigate the complexities of modern 
life. Spiritual self-reliance, clear-eyed pragmatism, and 
an abiding faith in the Golden Rule to adjudicate moral 
decisions: these common principles are shared across 
secular society. Living the Secular Life demonstrates 
these principles in action and points to their usage 
throughout daily life.

Thy Kingdom 
Come: How the 
Religious Right 
Distorts Faith and 
Threatens 
America

Randall 
Balmer

For much of American history, evangelicalism was 
aligned with progressive political causes-the abolition 
of slavery, universal suffrage, and public education. 
But contemporary conservative activists have 
defaulted on this majestic legacy, embracing instead 
an agenda virtually indistinguishable from the 
Republican Party platform. How has evangelical 
Christianity become so entrenched in partisan politics? 
Randall Balmer, an evangelical Christian and a 
historian of American religion, deftly combines 
ethnographic research, theological reflections, and 
historical context to examine the nature of the 
Religious Right today-and offers a rallying cry for 
liberal Christians to reclaim the noble traditions of their 
faith.

First Freedom: 
The Fight for 
Religious Liberty

Randall 
Balmer, 
Lee 
Grogerg 
& Mark 
Mabry

In the sweltering summer of 1789, James Madison 
penned sixteen words in spare prose that became the 
First Amendment to the United States Constitution. 
Herein the founding fathers of a young government 
pledged separation of church and state, thus 
guaranteeing religious freedom for its citizens and 
establishing a free marketplace for religion in the 
United States. Utterly unprecedented in Western 
history, this construction of a government without the 
interlocking authority of religion set a new course for 
faith and politics and has produced a vibrant religious 
culture unmatched anywhere in the world. First 
Freedom details the progression of religious liberty 
from pilgrims and Puritans to the creation of the Bill of 
Rights and how it shaped a new nation. 

Close Encounters 
with the Religious 
Right: Journeys 
into the Twilight 
Zone of Religion 
and Politics

Rob 
Boston

What does Pat Robertson's Christian Coalition really 
want? What secret agenda lies behind radio counselor 
James Dobson's Focus on the Family? Who are the 
Promise Keepers and what are their ultimate goals? 
Why do so many leaders of the religious right engage 
in gay bashing? What would these groups do to our 
public school system, or to our government, if they 
were in power? Close Encounters with the Religious 
Right takes you behind the scenes to answer these 
questions and gives the reader a rare glimpse of a 
world the average American may not even realize 
exists.

James Madison 
on Religious 
Liberty

Robert 
Alley

This long-overdue volume is the only one of its kind 
containing all of Madison's religious writings, as well as 
new contributions by leading scholars. Madison's 
writings assume even more importance to thoughtful 
Americans as the Supreme Court continues to decide 
issues of school prayer, and as the Moral Majority tries 
to desecularize American public and private life. 
Imagine an America without the Bill of Rights, without 
the Constitution. This image of our nation, existing 
without these two foundations of freedom, justice, and 
inquiry, assaults the imagination, for these two 
documents are the fuel that runs the republic. What is 
even more remarkable is that their primary author was 
one man - James Madison.

The Most 
Dangerous Man 
in America? 

Robert 
Boston

Televangelist Pat Robertson has built one of the most 
powerful religious-political movements in American 
history. His Christian Coalition - with its '700 Club' 
broadcasting fundamentalism tinged with right-wing 
politics to an audience of millions, its American Center 
for Law and Justice legal action group attempting to 
impose far-right Christian ideas via the courts, and the 
growing number of graduates from its Regents 
University - wields a mighty sword within the 
Republican party in at least 25 states while GOP 
national leaders and presidential hopefuls court its 
favour. Despite his power, many Americans are not 
aware of Robertson's extreme political views or his 
goals for the United States. This book examines the 
role Robertson plays in contemporary politics and his 
efforts to influence American society through his 
various political organisations, businesses, and 
broadcast empire.

Why the 
Religious Right is 
Wrong about 
Separation of 
Church and State

Robert 
Boston

Award-winning journalist Robert Boston lambastes the 
zealots of the Religious Right for spreading 
misinformation about the constitutional principle of the 
separation of church and state. Boston reveals how a 
band of ultraconservative religious groups with a 
political agenda - led primarily by televangelist Pat 
Robertson - is conducting a systematic war aginst the 
separation of church and state. The tactics of these 
groups are designed to exploit unfounded fears and 
turn the American people against the separationist 
principle. To expose the Religious Right's blatant 
distortions of U.S. history and correct its skewed 
analysis of legal rulings, Boston objectively reviews the 
evolution of church/state relations in the United States 
and looks at how the separation principle has been 
applied by the courts. He also examines efforts by 
sectarian groups to win government support for their 
schools, the school prayer issue, the history of the free 
exercise of religion, and the controversial role of 
religion in the public square.

Queering 
Christianity: 
Finding a Place 
at the Table for 
LGBTQI 
Christians

Robert 
E. 
Shore-
Goss et. 
Al.

Through essays by noted lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer or questioning, and intersex 
(LGBTQI) religion scholars, this important compilation 
summarizes the history and current status of LGBTQI 
theology, exploring its relationship to the policies, 
practices, and theology of traditional Christianity. 
Contributors contrast the "radically inclusive" thinking 
of LGBTQI theology with the "exclusivity" practiced by 
many Christian churches, explaining the reasoning of 
each and clarifying contentious issues. At the same 
time, the book highlights ways in which "queer" 
theology and practice benefit Christian congregations. 
Writing from the perspective of grassroots Christian 
LGBTQI movements, many of the contributors draw 
upon their own experiences. Equally important, the 
work creates the basis for dialogue between traditional 
churches and followers of LGBTQI theology, offering 
practical suggestions for Christian congregations that 
wish to put aside exclusionary policies and practices.

Toward 
Benevolent 
Neutrality: 
Church, State, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Robert 
Miller. 
and 
Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

Presents the text of virtually every significant Supreme 
Court decision concerning religious freedom and 
separation of church and state. Also included are 
essays interpreting the historical background and legal 
issues involved in each case, beginning with the 
principal events leading to the adoption of the First 
Amendment.

Without a Prayer: 
Religious 
Expression in 
Public Schools

Robert 
S. Alley

This is the first thorough examination of school prayer 
to bring together the experiences of parents and 
children involved in contesting public school 
sanctioned prayer and Bible reading. Alley explores the 
way in which terms like "nonpreferentialism," 
"toleration" and "accommodation" are being used to 
hide violations of the First Amendment. Personal 
interviews were conducted with those involved in 
seven prominent cases. Each story challenges 
communities that impose the mores and cultural 
patterns of religion on their public schools. The result, 
in most instances, has been angry protests as well as 
threats against parents and children, and/or property 
damage.

Red State 
Religion: Faith 
and Politics in 
America's 
Heartland

Robert 
Wuthno
w

In Red State Religion, Robert Wuthnow tells the story 
of religiously motivated political activism in Kansas 
from territorial days to the present. He examines how 
faith mixed with politics as both ordinary Kansans and 
leaders such as John Brown, Carrie Nation, William 
Allen White, and Dwight Eisenhower struggled over the 
pivotal issues of their times, from slavery and 
Prohibition to populism and anti-communism. Beyond 
providing surprising new explanations of why Kansas 
became a conservative stronghold, the book sheds 
new light on the role of religion in red states across the 
Midwest and the United States. Contrary to recent 
influential accounts, Wuthnow argues that Kansas 
conservatism is largely pragmatic, not ideological, and 
that religion in the state has less to do with politics and 
contentious moral activism than with relationships 
between neighbors, friends, and fellow churchgoers. 

The Necessity of 
Secularism

Ronald 
A. 
Lindsey

For the first time in human history, a significant 
percentage of the world’s population no longer 
believes in God. This is especially true in developed 
nations, where in some societies nonbelievers now 
outnumber believers. Unless religion collapses 
completely, or undergoes a remarkable resurgence, 
countries across the globe must learn to carefully and 
effectively manage this societal mix of religious and 
irreligious. For in a world already deeply riven by 
sectarian conflict, this unprecedented demographic 
shift presents yet another challenge to humanity. 
Writing in an engaging, accessible style, philosopher 
and lawyer Ronald A. Lindsay develops a tightly 
crafted argument for secularism—specifically, that in a 
religiously pluralistic society, a robust, thoroughgoing 
secularism is the only reliable means of preserving 
meaningful democracy and rights of conscience.

To Defend the 
Constitution: 
Religion, 
Conscientious 
Objection, 
Naturalization, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

The story of people who were denied citizenship 
because they were conscientious objectors to war and 
how they fought their battles in the Supreme Court.

That Godless 
Court? Supreme 
Court Decisions 
on Church-State 
Relationships

Ronald 
Flowers

The "religious clause" of the First Amendment, 
seemingly simple and clear, has been and continues to 
be controversial in its application. In this book, Flowers 
explains the Court's thinking, clarifying for readers the 
decisions that have been built on or that have altered 
previous positions.

The Majesty of 
the Law: 
Reflections of a 
Supreme Court 
Justice

Sandra 
Day 
O'Conn
or

Not about church and state, but a readable introduction 
to the Supreme Court, its procedures and some of the 
issues it faces. 

God's Profits: 
Faith, Fraud and 
the Republican 
Crusade for 
Values Voters

Sarah 
Posner

Keenly observed and meticulously reported, "God's 
Profits" examines the unholy alliance between a new 
breed of corrupt televangelists and the Republican 
Party, which is eagerly courting "values voters" in the 
nation's largest megachurches. Author Sarah Posner 
exposes the activities of Kenneth Copeland, John 
Hagee, Rod Parsley, T.D. Jakes, and other politically 
connected, skillfully marketed, and increasingly 
influential religious leaders. Preaching the "prosperity 
gospel"???the notion that faith and tithing alone can 
ensure financial security???both in their churches and 
over the airwaves, these charismatic leaders scam the 
gullible even as they enjoy unprecedented access to 
top Bush Administration officials. 

Sexual 
Orientation and 
Human Rights in 
American 
Religious 
Discourse

Saul M. 
Olyan & 
Martha 
C. 
Nussba
um

Sexual orientation is a topic of intense debate within 
America's religious traditions. These discussions have 
had a significant impact on the formation of public 
policy, as speakers who locate themselves squarely 
within religious traditions have articulated positions on 
both sides in recent arguments concerning gays in the 
military, civil rights protections for gays and lesbians, 
gay marriage, parenting and foster parenting, and 
benefits for partners of gay and lesbian employees of 
major corporations and institutions. This volume, which 
stems from a 1995 conference at Brown University, 
aims to promote both academic and public 
understanding of the different positions that exist on 
sexual orientation and its public policy dimensions 
within four major American religious traditions. Writers 
from within the Jewish community, the Roman Catholic 
church, Mainline Protestant churches, and African-
American churches explore the history and tradition of 
their communities on same-sex orientation, discuss the 
moral stance they advocate, and consider the legal 
and public policy implications of that stance. For each 
of these traditions, two opposing views are 
represented, and a respondent frames the issue in a 
larger context. The book concludes with essays by 
Michael McConnell and Andrew Koppelman exploring 
how our society might find a modus vivendi in a state 
position of neutrality on the moral status of 
homosexuality.

Attack of the 
Theocrats! How 
the Religious 
Right Harms Us 
All- And What We 
Can Do About It

Sean 
Fairclot
h

At no time in American history has the United States 
had such a high percentage of theocratic members of 
Congress--those who expressly endorse religious bias 
in law. Just as ominously, at no other time have 
religious fundamentalists effectively had veto power 
over one of the country's two major political parties. As 
Sean Faircloth argues, this has led to the crumbling of 
the country's most cherished founding principle--the 
wall separating church and state--and presages even 
more crumbling.

Ellery's Protest: 
How One Young 
Man Defied 
Tradition and 
Sparked the 
Battle Over 
School Prayer

Stephen 
D. 
Solomo
n

Tells the fascinating personal and legal drama of the 
Schempp case: the family’s struggle against the ugly 
reactions of neighbors, and the impassioned courtroom 
clashes as brilliant lawyers on both sides argued about 
the meaning of religious freedom. But Schempp was 
not the only case challenging religious exercises in the 
schools at the time, and Ellery’s Protest describes the 
race to the Supreme Court among the attorneys for 
four such cases. Solomon also explores the political, 
cultural, and religious roots of the controversy. 

The Bible, The 
School and the 
Constitution: The 
Clash that 
Shaped Modern 
Church-State 
Doctrine

Steven 
K. 
Green

Draws attention to an often overlooked nineteenth 
century that remains relevant to today's church-state 
debate
Offers historical as well as legal perspectives on a 
crucial episode in American history
Extensively documented from primary sources

Freethinkers: A 
History of 
American 
Secularism

Susan 
Jacoby

At a time when the separation of church and state is 
under attack as never before, Freethinkers offers a 
powerful defense of the secularist heritage that gave 
Americans the first government in the world founded 
not on the authority of religion but on the bedrock of 
human reason. In impassioned, elegant prose, 
celebrated author Susan Jacoby traces more than two 
hundred years of secularist activism, beginning with 
the fierce debate over the omission of God from the 
Constitution. Moving from nineteenth-century 
abolitionism and suffragism through the twentieth 
century's civil liberties, civil rights, and feminist 
movements, Freethinkersilluminates the neglected 
achievements of secularists who, allied with tolerant 
believers, have led the battle for reform in the past and 
today.

The Age of 
American 
Unreason

Susan 
Jacoby

A cultural history of the last forty years, The Age of 
American Unreason focuses on the convergence of 
social forces-usually treated as separate entities-that 
has created a perfect storm of anti-rationalism. These 
include the upsurge of religious fundamentalism, with 
more political power today than ever before; the failure 
of public education to create an informed citizenry; and 
the triumph of video over print culture. Sparing neither 
the right nor the left, Jacoby asserts that Americans 
today have embraced a universe of “junk thought” that 
makes almost no effort to separate fact from opinion.

The First 
Freedoms: 
Church and State 
in America to the 
Passage of the 
First Amendment

Thomas 
Curry

Is government forbidden to assist all religions equally, 
as the Supreme Court has held? Or does the First 
Amendment merely ban exclusive aid to one religion, 
as critics of the Court assert? The First Freedoms 
studies the church-state context of colonial and 
revolutionary America to present a bold new reading of 
the historical meaning of the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment. Synthesizing and interpreting a 
wealth of evidence from the founding of Virginia to the 
passage of the Bill of Rights, including everything 
published in America before 1791, Thomas Curry 
traces America's developing ideas on religious liberty 
and offers the most extensive investigation ever of the 
historical origins and background of the First 
Amendment's religion clauses.

The Age of 
Reason

Thomas 
Paine

Of all the tyrannies that affect mankind, tyranny in 
religion is the worst," declared Thomas Paine, adding, 
"every other species of tyranny is limited to the world 
we live in; but this attempts to stride beyond the grave, 
and seeks to pursue us into eternity." Paine's years of 
study and reflection on the role of religion in society 
culminated with his final work, The Age of Reason. 
This coolly reasoned polemic influenced religious 
thinking throughout the world at the dawn of the 
nineteenth century, and its resonance remains 
undiminished by time.
The selfsame humanist and egalitarian views that 
made Paine a popular figure of the American 
Revolution brought him into frequent conflict with 
political authorities. Parts of The Age of Reason were 
written in a French jail, where Paine was confined for 
his opposition to the execution of Louis XVI. An atack 
on revealed religion from the deist point of view — 
embodied by Paine's credo, "I believe in one God, and 
no more" — this work undertakes a hitherto unheard-of 
approach to Bible study. Its critical and objective 
examination of Old and New Testatments cites 
nemerous contradictions as evidence against literal 
interpretations of the text. Well articulated and 
eminently readable, The Age of Reason is a classic of 
free thought.

Founding Faith: 
Providence, 
Politics, and the 
Birth of Religious 
Freedom in 
America

Waldma
n, 
Steven

Waldman lays out the debate between the 
accommodationists and separationists and then details 
the activities and beliefs of the Founding Fathers to 
see who of the contemporary disputants is right. He 
comes down in favor of the separationists, but he is fair 
to each side and helps the student understand the 
nature of the debate and where it comes from. 

The First Liberty, 
Religion and the 
American 
Republic

William 
Lee 
Miller

Though many claim the United States to be a 
"Christian Nation," Miller provides a fascinatingly vivid 
account of the philosophical skirmishes and political 
machinations that led to the "wall of separation" 
between church and state. That famous phrase is 
Jefferson's, though it does not appear in the 
Declaration of Independence nor in the Constitution. 
But Miller follows this seminal idea from three great 
standard-bearers of religious liberty: Jefferson, 
Madison, and Roger Williams. Jefferson, who wrote 
the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, the 
precursor of the First Amendment of the Constitution; 
James Madison, who was politically responsible for 
Virginia's acceptance of religious liberty and who, a 
few years later, helped draft the Bill of Rights; and the 
even earlier figure, the radical dissenter Roger 
Williams, who propounded the idea of religious 
freedom not as a rational secularist but out of a deeply 
held spiritual faith. 

Church and State 
in American 
History, 3rd 
Edition

Wilson, 
John F. 
and 
Donald 
L. 
Drakem
an

Presents chronologically-organized chapters that 
include selections from documents like colonial 
charters, opinions of the Supreme Court and salient 
legislation, along with contemporary commentary, and 
incisive interpretations of the issues by modern 
scholars. Figures as divergent as John Winthrop, John 
F. Kennedy, and Sandra Day O’Connor speak from 
these pages as directly as Paul Blanshard, Leon 
Higginbotham, John Courtney Murray, and Robert 
Bellah. Church and State in American History 
addresses the difficult relationships among the political 
and religious structures of our society and the 
emergence of an American solution to the church-state 
problem.



Title Author Description
Visions of 
Reality- What 
Fundamentalist 
Schools Teach

Albert J. 
Menend
ez

Although a majority of Americans have repeatedly 
shown in referendum elections and opinion polls that 
they oppose tax support for nonpublic schools, 
fundamentalist leaders and their political lobbies are 
putting increasing pressure on Congress and state 
legislatures to compel taxpayers to support sectarian 
private schools through "vouchers" or "tuition tax 
credits," under the deceptive banner of "school 
choice." Albert J. Menendez has carefully examined 
the most widely used history, English, and science 
textbooks in fundamentalist private schools. He 
documents the fact that these schools promote 
prejudice against people of other faiths, distort history, 
derogate our literary heritage, cast science in a bad 
light, and otherwise indoctrinate children with "visions 
of reality" that are incompatible with public tax support.

Religion and the 
Public Schools

Anne 
Marie 
Lofaso

Religion in the Public Schools: A Road Map for 
Avoiding Lawsuits and Respecting Parents’ Legal 
Rights is designed to help. This handy 129-page book, 
written by Associate Professor of Law Anne Marie 
Lofaso of West Virginia University, examines what the 
courts have said about many religion-in-school 
controversies and provides clear, concise answers to 
common questions. Fully referenced and 
footnoted, Religion in the Public Schools is the perfect 
guide for anyone seeking to better navigate the 
intersection between religion and public education.

Why We Still 
Need Public 
Schools

Art Must 
Jr.

Two cornerstones of American democracy - separation 
of church and state, and public schools - are under 
increasing attack. As this collection of essays, written 
by some of America's leading educators, political 
figures, and advocates of religious liberty shows, 
universal public education and the separation of 
church and state are related. The eminent contributors 
to this book argue that we need to defend both 
institutions against increasing onslaughts by the 
Religious Right and other self-proclaimed arbiters of 
societal behavior, who seek to dictate public policy and 
who are labeling the public schools themselves as 
"immoral" institutions. At issue here is not whether 
public schools need to be improved. It is assumed that 
improvement is necessary.

Piety & Politics: 
The Right Wing 
Assault on 
Religious 
Freedom

Barry 
Lynn

In the wake of the 2004 presidential election, the 
Religious Right insisted that George Bush had been 
handed a mandate for an ideology-based social 
agenda, including the passage of a “marriage 
amendment” to ban same-sex unions, diversion of tax 
money to religious groups through “faith-based 
initiatives,” the teaching of creationism in public 
schools, and restrictions on abortion. Led by an 
aggressive band of television preachers and extremist 
radio personalities, the Religious Right set its sights on 
demolishing the wall of separation between church and 
state. The Reverend Barry Lynn is a devout Christian, 
but he argues that politicians need to stop looking to 
the Bible to justify their actions and should consult 
another source instead: the U.S. Constitution. 

First Freedom 
First: A Citizen's 
Guide to 
Protecting 
Religious Liberty 
and Separation of 
Church and State

Barry 
Lynn & 
C. 
Welton 
Gaddy

The United States is the most religiously diverse nation 
in the world, due in large part to the clauses of the First 
Amendment that guarantee freedom for and from 
religion. But as we debate displaying Christmas trees 
at city hall and the Ten Commandments in the 
courthouse, we must ask: in what other ways is our 
religious liberty being compromised. In First Freedom 
First, with clear language and recognizable examples, 
two of the most trusted voices on church-state 
separation address head-on the many areas where 
religion and politics overlap, with consequences for all 
Americans.

The Right to 
Religious Liberty: 
The Basic ACLU 
Guide to 
Religious Rights

Barry 
Lynn, 
Marc D. 
Stern, 
and 
Oliver 
S. 
Thomas

This revised and updated edition of The Right to 
Religious Liberty sets forth an individual’s religious 
rights under present law, offering suggestions as to 
how they can be preserved and protected. (A bit 
dated-1995- but otherwise a good resource)

  Journal of 
Church and State

Baylor 
Universi
ty

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Pray the Gay 
Away: The 
Extraordinary 
Lives of Bible 
Belt Gays

Bernade
tte 
Barton

While some areas of the Unites States have made 
tremendous progress in securing rights for gay people, 
Bible Belt states lag behind. In Pray the Gay Away, 
Bernadette Barton argues that conventions of small 
town life, rules which govern Southern manners, and 
the power wielded by Christian institutions serve as a 
foundation for both passive and active homophobia in 
the Bible Belt. She explores how conservative 
Christian ideology reproduces homophobic attitudes 
and shares how Bible Belt gays negotiate these 
attitudes in their daily lives. Drawing on the remarkable 
stories of Bible Belt gays, Barton brings to the fore 
their thoughts, experiences and hard-won insights to 
explore the front lines of our national culture war over 
marriage, family, hate crimes, and equal rights. 

To Serve God 
and Wal-Mart: 
The Making of 
Christian Free 
Enterprise

Bethany 
Ellen 
Moreton

In the decades after World War II, evangelical 
Christianity nourished America’s devotion to free 
markets, free trade, and free enterprise. The history of 
Wal-Mart uncovers a complex network that united Sun 
Belt entrepreneurs, evangelical employees, Christian 
business students, overseas missionaries, and free-
market activists. Through the stories of people linked 
by the world’s largest corporation, Bethany Moreton 
shows how a Christian service ethos powered 
capitalism at home and abroad.

Moral Minority: 
Our Skeptical 
Founding Fathers

Brooke 
Allen

In her lively refutation of modern claims about 
America's religious origins, Brooke Allen looks back at 
the late eighteenth century and shows decisively that 
the United States was founded not on Christian 
principles at all but on Enlightenment ideas. Moral 
Minority presents a powerful case that the unique legal 
framework the Founding Fathers created was 
designed according to the humanist ideals of 
Enlightenment thinkers: God entered the picture only 
as a very minor player, and Jesus Christ was 
conspicuous by his absence. The guiding spirit of the 
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. 
Constitution, Ms. Allen explains, was not Jesus Christ 
but John Locke. In direct and accessible prose, she 
provides fascinating chapters on the religious lives of 
the six men she considers the key Founding Fathers: 
Franklin, Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, and Hamilton. Far from being the 
conventional pious Christians we too often imagine, 
these men were skeptical intellectuals, in some cases 
not even Christians at all.

The Battle over 
School Prayer: 
How Engel v. 
Vitale Changed 
America

Bruce J. 
Dierenfi
eld

Bruce Dierenfield has written a concise and readable 
guide to the first and still most important case that 
addressed the constitutionality of prayer in public 
schools. The 22-word recitation in a Long Island school 
that was challenged in Engel v. Vitale was hardly 
denominational not even overtly Christian but a handful 
of parents saw it as a violation of the First 
Amendment's proscription again the establishment of 
religion. The case forced the Supreme Court to take a 
stand on Jefferson's "wall of separation" between 
church and state. When it did so, the Court declared 
that by endorsing the prayer recitation no matter how 
brief, non-denominational, or voluntary the Long Island 
school board had unconstitutionally approved the 
establishment of religion in school. Writing with 
impeccable fairness and sensitivity, Dierenfield sets his 
account of the Engel decision in the larger historical 
and political context, citing battles over a wide range of 
religious activities in public schools throughout 
American history. Through interviews with many of the 
participants, he also reveals the large price paid by the 
plaintiffs and their children, who were frequently 
harassed both during and after the trial. 

Religious 
Fundamentalisms 
and the Human 
Rights of Women

C. 
Howlan
d

Dialogue on the conflict between religious 
fundamentalism and women's rights is often stymied 
by an 'all or nothing' approach: fundamentalists claim 
of absolute religious freedom, while some feminists 
dismiss religion entirely as being so imbued with 
patriarchy as to be eternally opposed to women's 
rights. This ignores, though, the experiences of 
religious women who suffer under fundamentalism and 
fight to resist it, perceiving themselves to be at once 
religious and feminist. In Religious Fundamentalisms 
and the Human Rights of Women , Howland provides a 
forum for these different scholars, both religious and 
nonreligious, to meet and seek common ground in their 
fight against fundamentalism. Through an examination 
of international human rights, national law, grass roots 
activism, and theology, this volume explores the acute 
problems that contemporary fundamentalist 
movements pose for women's equality and liberty 
rights.

Liars for Jesus: 
The Religious 
Right's Alternate 
Version of 
American History

Chris 
Rodda

Liars for Jesus debunks many of the historical lies 
invented and used by the Christian nationalist history 
revisionists in their efforts to further their far right 
political agenda and destroy the wall of separation 
between church and state in America. Liars for Jesus 
is not a book about religion. It is a history book, 
presenting and fully documenting the true stories and 
historical facts that are distorted in the "Christian 
nation" pseudo-history promoted by the religious right.

Wrapped in the 
Flag

Claire 
Conner

Claire Conner’s award-winning memoir, Wrapped in 
the Flag (Beacon Press 2013, 2014) weaves her  
intimate personal stories with the history of the 1960s, 
70s, and 80s. She chronicles her parents’ obsession 
with radical right-wing politics embodied in the John 
Birch Society, the most powerful  anti-Communist, anti-
government, populist movement of the 20th century

Nonbeliever 
Nation: The Rise 
of Secular 
Americans

David 
Niose

Today, one in five Americans are nonbelievers―a 
rapidly growing group at a time when traditional 
Christian churches are dwindling in numbers. Still we 
see almost none of them openly serving in elected 
office, while many others continue to loudly proclaim 
the falsehood of America as a Christian nation. David 
Niose calls for nonreligious Americans from all 
backgrounds to step out of the shadows and signal 
their opposition to the long-dominant Religious Right. 
Exploring all the hot-button issues that divide the 
country―from gay marriage to education policy to 
contentious church-state battles―he shows how 
Secular Americans―a group comprised not just of 
atheists and agnostics, but lapsed Catholics, secular 
Jews, and millions of others who have walked away 
from organized religion―are mobilizing and forming 
groups all over the country (even atheist clubs in Bible-
belt high schools) to challenge the exaltation of religion 
in American politics and public life. 

Original Intent: 
Chief Justice 
Rehnquist and 
the Course of 
American 
Church/State 
Relations

Derek 
Davis

Contemporary debate in the area of church/state 
relations centers around the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment: "Congress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of religion [the 
Establishment Clause] or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof [the Free Exercise Clause]." Original Intent is a 
readable and objective summary of the views of Chief 
Justice Rehnquist and an enlightening treatise on the 
future of church/state relations in America.

Roger Williams: 
Prophet of Liberty

Edwin 
C. 
Gaustad

Roger Williams chronicles the life of one of the most 
remarkable forefathers in American history. A true 
revolutionary, this devout Puritan championed Native 
American rights; wrote treatises on equal rights, flag 
desecration, and the separation of church and state; 
established the first American settlement based on 
total religious toleration--and he lived more than a 
century before independence, when America was still a 
vast wilderness! Williams went on to adopt adult 
baptism and founded the first Baptist church in 
America. He became president of Rhode Island colony 
in 1654, served as captain in the defense of 
Providence during King Philip's War, and continued to 
write and preach passionately for religious tolerance 
and Native American rights until his death in 1683.

Proclaim Liberty 
Throughout the 
Land: A History of 
Church and State 
in America

Edwin 
Gaustad

In this volume, one of the most distinguished scholars 
of American religious history traces the complicated 
relationship of church and state from the early colonial 
period, through the unique American experiment in 
religious liberty after the Revolution, to the ongoing 
debate over religious issues in our schools and 
communities. Edwin Gaustad relates entertaining and 
edifying accounts of headline-grabbing court trials 
involving polygamy, witchcraft, and church taxation. He 
quotes moving passages from the speeches and 
writings of American Presidents and Supreme Court 
justices to prove that, to paraphrase Michelangelo, 
"religious liberty is made up of a series of trifles, but 
religious liberty is no trifle."

Faith of the 
Founders: 
Religion and the 
New Nation, 
1776-1826

Edwin 
S. 
Gaustad

Edwin Gaustad provides a careful consideration of the 
developing relationship between religion and the state 
after the American Revolution. With concise focus on 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, 
George Washington, and John Adams, Gaustad 
identifies seven varying―sometimes 
contrary―perspectives on religion that guided the 
nation's founders. Faith of the Founders shows how 
these figures possessed an intuitive understanding of 
religion that helped nourish a young country. This brief 
but insightful book offers a look into the founding 
fathers' genius―and points to a way forward through 
the ideological boundaries that threaten to upend the 
daily doings of American government today.

With God on 
Their Side: How 
Christian 
Fundamentalists 
Trampled 
Science, Policy 
and Democracy 
in George W. 
Bush's White 
House

Esther 
Kaplan

When asked which single issue most affected their 
vote in the last presidential election, more than one in 
five Americans said “moral values”—and 78 percent of 
these voters chose to reelect President George W. 
Bush. As Esther Kaplan shows in her richly detailed 
investigation, it’s no wonder the Christian right voted 
for Bush in droves—their loyal support in 2000 
produced fantastic results. While organizations that 
offer abortion counseling and services or help to 
prevent HIV see their funds cut, church groups receive 
millions in federal dollars to promote sexual abstinence 
and marriage (provided, of course, it is heterosexual). 
Bush has appointed a Christian right dream team to 
the federal courts, dedicated to tearing down what one 
such judge calls “the so-called separation of church 
and state. Religious zeal even shapes Bush’s foreign 
policy, as Christian belief in the end times spurs the 
administration’s support for hard-line policies in Israel.

Evolution vs. 
Creationism

Eugenie 
C. Scott

More than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the 
debate over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.

The Separation 
of Church and 
State: Writings on 
a Fundamental 
Freedom by 
America's 
Founders

Forrest 
Church

A primer of essential writings about one of the 
cornerstones of our democracy by the original authors 
of the Constitution, edited by preeminant liberal 
theologian Forrest Church. Americans will never stop 
debating the question of church-state separation, and 
such debates invariably lead back to the nation’s 
beginnings and the founders’ intent. The Separation of 
Church and State presents a basic collection of the 
founders’ teachings on this topic. This concise primer 
gets past the rhetoric that surrounds the current 
debate, placing the founders’ vivid writings on religious 
liberty in historical perspective. Edited and with running 
commentary by Forrest Church, this important 
collection informs anyone curious about the original 
blueprint for our country and its government.

Separation of 
Church and 
State: Founding 
Principle of 
Religious Liberty

Frank 
Lambert

Frank Lambert tackles the central claims of the 
Religious Right "historians" who insist that America 
was conceived as a "Christian State," that modern-day 
"liberals" and "secularists" have distorted and/or 
ignored the place of religion in American history, and 
that the phrase "the separation of church and state" 
does not appear in any of the founding documents and 
is, therefore, a myth created by the Left. He discusses 
what separates "bad" history from "good" history, and 
concludes that the self-styled "historians" of the 
Religious Right create a "useful past" that enlists the 
nation's founders on behalf of present-day 
conservative religious and political causes. The result 
of a politicized religious history exposes the Religious 
Right "history" as fabrications and half-truths. In fact, 
one of the foundational principles of the Constitution is 
that of separation as the key to safeguarding freedom: 
separation of powers, separation of federal and state 
governments, and separation of church and state.

Religious 
Expression and 
the American 
Constitution

Frankly
n 
Haiman

In the current environment and fervor for “homeland 
security,” personal freedoms in exchange for security 
are coming under more scrutiny. Among these 
guaranteed freedoms are the protection of religious 
expression given by the U.S. Constitution and the 
constitutional prohibitions against behaviors that 
violate the separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.

Eternal Hostility: 
The Struggle 
Between 
Theocracy and 
Democracy

Frederic
k 
Clarkso
n

What is behind the violence against abortion clinics, 
attacks on gays and lesbians and the growing power of 
the religious right? Frederick Clarkson makes it clear 
that beyond the bombers and assassins who 
sometimes make news, is a growing, if not well 
understood, movement that encompasses Pat 
Robertson's Christian Coalition, the Unification Church 
of Sun Myung Moon and the Promise Keepers--the 
lead agency of the so-called Christian men's 
movement. Clarkson exposes the wild card of the 
"theology of vigilantism" which urges the enforcement 
of "God's law" and argues for fundamentalist revolution 
against constitutional democracy. 

Setting the 
Record Straight: 
Response to 
Misconceptions 
About Public 
Education in the 
US

Gerald 
Bracey

Gerald Bracey knows there are three kinds of lies in 
education policy: lies, damned lies, and the statistics 
that reactionary reformers tout as evidence in favor of 
dismantling our public schools. In this second and 
substantially updated edition of the hard-hitting Setting 
the Record Straight, Bracey goes toe-to-toe with the 
opponents of quality public education. You'll learn how 
to discredit them in your own discussions by using the 
very logic and statistical analyses they purport to have 
on their side. In this series of smart, forceful analyses, 
Bracey homes in on specific topics like vouchers, 
school funding, and comparisons to international test 
scores, themes around which agitators have created a 
host of mythological American school failures from the 
flimsiest of evidence. Each essay begins with a 
question you might commonly hear in conversation 
about these alleged shortcomings, to which Bracey 
provides a brief, sound- byte-ready rebuttal. Then he 
follows it up with a full-length explanation, replete with 
statistical data and talking points that fully support his 
assertions-and silence those who would undermine 
education with disinformation.

Not in Our 
Classrooms

Glenn 
Branch 
& 
Eugenie 
C. Scott

Where did the concept of intelligent design originate? 
How does it connect with, and conflict with, various 
religious beliefs? Should we teach the controversy 
itself in our science classrooms? In clear and lively 
essays, a team of experts answers these questions 
and many more, describing the history of the intelligent 
design movement and the lack of scientific support for 
its claims. Most importantly, the contributors—
authorities on the scientific, legal, educational, and 
theological problems of intelligent design-speak 
specifically to teachers and parents about the need to 
defend the integrity of science education by keeping 
intelligent design out of science curriculums. 

Lowering the 
Wall: Religion 
and the Supreme 
Court in the 
1980s

Gregg 
Ivers

Convinced that church-state law under the Supreme 
Court during the 1980s took "a giant-and unwelcome 
step--backward," Gregg Ivers's book explores the 
changing relationship between religion and the state. 
Those looking for a neutral account of this relationship 
should look elsewhere. This book, commissioned by 
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, is a liberal's 
response to use of the courts by "[r]eligious 
conservatives, encouraged by the election of Ronald 
Reagan," to create a "broad wave of conservative 
religious populism" in pursuit of school prayer, financial 
assistance for parochial institutions and equal access 
to public school facilities for student religious clubs.

The Oxford 
Companion to the 
Supreme Court of 
the United States

Hall, 
Kermit L

Not about church and state, but a great resource book 
on the Court.

The Journal of 
Law and Religion

Hamline 
Universi
ty Law 
School

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Religion on Trial: 
How Supreme 
Court Trends 
Threaten 
Freedom of 
Conscience in 
America

Hammo
nd, 
Philip 
E., 
David 
W. 
Machac
ek and 
Eric 
Michael 
Mazur

A powerful indictment of the current Supreme Court, 
arguing the regressive justices are not faithful to the 
Constitution and thereby endanger religious freedom.

The Godless 
Constitution: The 
Case Against 
Religious 
Correctness

Isaac 
Krammi
k & R. 
Lawrenc
e Moore

The Godless Constitution is an urgent and timely 
reexamination of the roots of church-state separation 
in American politics - and a ringing refutation of the 
misguided claims of the religious right. In this important 
polemic two distinguished scholars of American 
political ideas and religion refute this dangerous 
attempt to introduce what they term "religious 
correctness" into our politics, by reminding us that the 
absence of any mention of God in the Constitution was 
a conscious action on the framers' part, intended to 
prevent the bloody religious controversies that so 
marked European history. They also emphasize that 
church-state separation was seen as a guarantee of - 
not a hindrance to - religions liberty. Fully respecting 
the importance of religion in the public sphere, yet 
forthright in defining proper limits, The Godless 
Constitution offers a bracing return to the first 
principles of American democracy - and a guide to 
keeping them intact in the forthcoming presidential 
campaign.

Holy Hullabaloos: 
A Road Trip to 
the Battlegrounds 
of the Church-
State Wars

J. D. 
Wexler

After ten years spent riddling over the intricacies of 
church/state law from the ivory tower, law professor 
Jay Wexler decided it was high time to hit the road to 
learn what really happened in some of the most 
controversial Supreme Court cases involving this hot-
button issue. In Holy Hullabaloos, he takes us along for 
the ride, crossing the country to meet the people and 
visit the places responsible for landmark decisions in 
recent judicial history, from a high school football field 
where fans once recited prayers before kickoff to a 
Santeria church notorious for animal sacrifice, from a 
publicly funded Muslim school to a creationist 
museum. Wexler's no-holds-barred approach to 
investigating famous church/state brouhahas is as 
funny as it is informative.

Far Right 
Fantasy: A 
Sociology of 
American 
Religion and 
Politics

James 
Aho

Far-Right Fantasy is a straight-forward, jargon-free 
study of contemporary American right-wing extremism. 
The book addresses the strengths and weaknesses of 
the standard psycho-social-cultural explanations of far-
right activism. It shows how extremists are similar 
educationally and psychologically to their more 
conventional neighbors; that they get into the 
movement in the same way that others become peace 
activists or radical environmentalists, namely, through 
their ties with fellow workers and church-goers, family 
members, and classmates; and that their views are 
given a patina of certainty by being repeatedly 
corroborated within closed, non-contaminated 
communication systems. 

Religion and the 
State: Essays in 
Honor of Leo 
Pfeffer

James 
E. Wood 
Jr.

These essays examine major themes affecting religion 
and the state in a free society and the interaction of 
religion and world order. While concern is given to the 
historical and judicial context of the Establishment and 
Free Exercise Clauses of the First Amendment, special 
attention is given to contemporary church-state 
problems in American life. In addition, the volume 
analyzes alternatives to church-state relations outside 
the United States and freedom of religion in the 
international advance of human rights.

Supreme 
Conflict: The 
Inside Story of 
the Struggle for 
Control of the 
United States 
Supreme Court

Jan 
Crawfor
d 
Greenb
urg

Drawing on unprecedented access to the Supreme 
Court justices themselves and their inner circles, 
acclaimed ABC News legal correspondent Jan 
Crawford Greenburg offers an explosive newsbreaking 
account of one of the most momentous political 
watersheds in American history. From the series of 
Republican nominations that proved deeply frustrating 
to conservatives to the decades of bruising battles that 
led to the rise of Justices Roberts and Alito, this is the 
authoritative story of the conservative effort to shift the 
direction of the high court—a revelatory look at one of 
the central fronts of America's culture wars by one of 
the most widely respected experts on the subject.

The Nine: Inside 
the Secret World 
of the Supreme 
Court

Jeffrey 
Toobin

In The Nine, acclaimed journalist Jeffrey Toobin takes 
us into the chambers of the most important—and 
secret—legal body in our country, the Supreme Court, 
revealing the complex dynamic among the nine people 
who decide the law of the land. An institution at a 
moment of transition, the Court now stands at a crucial 
point, with major changes in store on such issues as 
abortion, civil rights, and church-state relations. Based 
on exclusive interviews with the justices and with a 
keen sense of the Court’s history and the trajectory of 
its future, Jeffrey Toobin creates in The Nine a riveting 
story of one of the most important forces in American 
life today. (2008)

Roger Williams 
and the Creation 
of the American 
Soul: Church, 
State and the 
Birth of Liberty

John M. 
Barry

For four hundred years, Americans have wrestled with 
and fought over two concepts that define the nature of 
the nation: the proper relation between church and 
state and between a free individual and the state. 
These debates began with the extraordinary thought 
and struggles of Roger Williams, who had an 
unparalleled understanding of the conflict between a 
government that justified itself by "reason of state"-i.e. 
national security-and its perceived "will of God" and the 
"ancient rights and liberties" of individuals. Acclaimed 
historian John M. Barry explores the development of 
these fundamental ideas through the story of the man 
who was the first to link religious freedom to individual 
liberty, and who created in America the first 
government and society on earth informed by those 
beliefs. 

Religious Liberty 
and the Secular 
State

John M. 
Swomle
y

This book exposes the Supreme Court's erosion of the 
Establishment Clause while emphasizing the Free 
Exercise Clause. Swomley also explores civil religion, 
secular humanism, and the current counter-revolution 
against separation of church and state led by some 
religious and political conservatives who would profit 
from government aid. He also lists the benefits 
churches would realize under a secular government.

Religion and the 
American 
Constitutional 
Experiment: 
Essential Rights 
and Liberties

John 
Witte, 
Jr.

The third edition of this classic book provides a 
comprehensive, multidisciplinary overview of the 
history, theory, law, and comparative analysis of 
American religious liberty from the earliest colonial 
period through the most recent Supreme Court cases. 
The authors present balanced, accessible discussions 
of controversial issues, such as funding religious 
schools and charities and displaying religious symbols 
on government property. 

The Last 
Freedom: 
Religion from the 
Public School to 
the Public Square

Joseph 
P.Vitterit
i

The presidency of George W. Bush has polarized the 
church-state debate as never before. The Far Right 
has been emboldened to use religion to govern, while 
the Far Left has redoubled its efforts to evict religion 
from public life entirely. In The Last Freedom, Joseph 
Viteritti argues that there is a basic tension between 
religion and democracy because religion often rejects 
compromise as a matter of principle while democracy 
requires compromise to thrive. Viteritti argues that 
Americans must guard against debasing politics with 
either antireligious bigotry or religious zealotry. 
Drawing on politics, history, and law, he defines a new 
approach to the church-state question that protects the 
religious and the secular alike. Challenging much 
conventional opinion, Viteritti argues that the courts 
have failed to adequately protect religious minorities, 
that the rights of the religious are under greater threat 
than those of the secular, and that democracy exacts 
greater compromises and sacrifices from the religious 
than it does from the secular.

The Good News 
Club: The 
Christian Right's 
Stealth Assault 
on America's 
Children

Katherin
e 
Stewart

In 2009, the Good News Club came to the public 
elementary school where journalist Katherine Stewart 
sent her children. The Club, which is sponsored by the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, bills itself as an after-
school program of “Bible study.” But Stewart soon 
discovered that the Club’s real mission is to convert 
children to fundamentalist Christianity and encourage 
them to proselytize to their “unchurched” peers, all the 
while promoting the natural but false impression 
among the children that its activities are endorsed by 
the school. Astonished to discover that the U.S. 
Supreme Court has deemed this—and other forms of 
religious activity in public schools—legal, Stewart set 
off on an investigative journey to dozens of cities and 
towns across the nation to document the impact. In this 
book she demonstrates that there is more religion in 
America’s public schools today than there has been for 
the past 100 years. The movement driving this agenda 
is stealthy. It is aggressive. It has our children in its 
sights. And its ultimate aim is to destroy the system of 
public education as we know it.

American 
Theocracy: The 
Peril and Politics 
of Radical 
Religion, Oil, and 
Borrowed Money 
in the 21st 
Century

Kevin 
Phillips

Phillips takes an uncompromising view of the current 
age of global overreach, fundamentalist religion, 
diminishing resources, and ballooning debt under the 
GOP majority. With an eye to the past and a searing 
vision of the future, Phillips confirms what too many 
Americans are still unwilling to admit about the depth 
of our misgovernment.

The 
Fundamentals of 
Extremism: The 
Christian Right in 
America

Kimberl
y Blaker

The politics, educational policies, and social values 
perpetuated by Christian fundamentalists are exposed 
in this critical perspective on the religious right's role in 
American society. Statistics and studies of the 
movement are offered that provide insight into the 
causes and characteristics of fundamentalism and its 
effects on minority groups including women, children, 
African Americans, gays, and lesbians. Essays from a 
variety of authors consider the path to theocracy, the 
effect of the theology of inerrancy on politics, and the 
state of fundamentalism in the United States after the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Creationism on 
Trial: Evolution 
and God at Little 
Rock

Langdo
n Gilkey

Creationism on Trial is Gilkey's blow-by-blow account 
of his experiences as a witness for the ACLU at the 
1981 creationist trial in Little Rock, AR.

The Devil in 
Dover: An 
Insider's Story of 
Dogma v. Darwin 
in Small Town 
America

Lauri 
Lebo

Local newspaper reporter Lauri Lebo was handed the 
story of a lifetime when the Dover (Pennsylvania) 
School Board adopted a measure to require its ninth-
grade biology students to learn about intelligent 
design. In a case that recalled the famed 1925 Scopes 
“monkey” trial and made international headlines, 
eleven parents sued the school board. When the case 
wound up in federal court before a George W. Bush–
appointed judge, Lebo had a front-row seat. Lebo 
skillfully probes the compelling background of the 
case, introducing us to the plaintiffs, the defendants, 
the lawyers, and a parade of witnesses, along with 
Judge John E. Jones, who would eventually condemn 
the school board’s decision as one of “breathtaking 
inanity.” With the antievolution battle having moved to 
the state level—and the recent passage of state 
legislation that protects the right of schools to teach 
alternatives to evolution—the story will continue to be 
relevant for years to come.

Religion, State 
and the Burger 
Court

Leo 
Pfeffer

In Religion, State and the Burger Court, Leo Pfeffer, 
the leading authority on church/state law, presents a 
trenchant analysis of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court under Chief Justice Warren E. Burger, focusing 
on the Court's interpretation of the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments. These amendments that guarantee the 
separation of church and state and the free exercise of 
religion are fundamental to the unique character of 
democracy as it exists in the United States. However, 
the distinction between affairs of state and the 
concerns of organized religion has become blurred.

The 
Establishment 
Clause, Religion 
and the First 
Amendment

Leonard 
W. Levy

Leonard Levy's classic work examines the 
circumstances that led to the writing of the 
establishment clause of the First Amendment: 
'Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion. . . .' He argues that, contrary 
to popular belief, the framers of the Constitution 
intended to prohibit government aid to religion even on 
an impartial basis. He thus refutes the view of 
'nonpreferentialists,' who interpret the clause as 
allowing such aid provided that the assistance is not 
restricted to a preferred church. For this new edition, 
Levy has added to his original arguments and 
incorporated much new material, including an analysis 
of Jefferson's ideas on the relationship between church 
and state and a discussion of the establishment clause 
cases brought before the Supreme Court since the 
book was originally published in 1986.

God vs The 
Gavel: Religion 
and the Rule of 
Law

Marci 
Hamilto
n

God vs. the Gavel challenges the pervasive 
assumption that all religious conduct deserves 
constitutional protection. While religious conduct 
provides many benefits to society, it is not always 
benign. The thesis of the book is that anyone who 
harms another person should be governed by the laws 
that govern everyone else - and truth be told, religion is 
capable of great harm.

The Search for 
Christian America

Mark 
Noll., 
Nathan 
O. 
Hatch 
and 
George 
M. 
Marsde
n

The Search for Christian America" explores key 
questions raised by the movement asserting the 
Christian heritage of the U.S. and calling for its 
recovery. Through careful historical and contemporary 
analysis, the authors address such issues as: how 
much Christian action is required to make a whole 
society Christian; Puritan New England as case study; 
Christian principles vs. baptised ideology in the 
Revolutionary period; the stumbling block of incorrect 
views of America's history for effective Christian 
involvement in critical public issues; the relationship of 
Christian convictions to political or social agendas; 
learning to think historically as a guard against 
shortsighted or simplistic approaches.

The Myth of 
Christian 
America: What 
You Need to 
Know About the 
Separation of 
Church and State

Mark 
Weldon 
Whitten

Written in an accessible, popular style, Whitten 
provides sound scholarship in defense of the 
exposition of constitutional church-state separation.

Liberty and 
Conscience

Martha 
Nussba
um

The respect for religious difference has formed the 
bedrock of our nation and made equality possible. Yet 
today we are told that “moral values”—code for a 
government shaped by religious concerns—must be 
the keystone of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.

A Wall of 
Separation? 
Debating the 
Public Role of 
Religion

Mary C. 
Segers 
& Ted 
G. Jelen

Should the wall of separation between church and 
state be permeable or inviolable? This question has 
been hotly contested since the nation's founding and 
contentious debates persist today. With a collection of 
the most significant documents and an introduction by 
Clarke E. Cochran that provides the historical context 
of the debate, prominent scholars Mary Segers and 
Ted Jelen debate the impact of organized religion on 
the democratic process, examine its influence on 
political discourse, and discuss its significance for the 
creation of public policy. The authors illuminate the 
constitutional implications of using religion to cultivate 
public morality and discuss the complexities of creating 
a civic-minded citizenry in a pluralistic society.

Religious 
Freedom and the 
Supreme Court

Melissa 
Rogers, 
and 
Steven 
K. 
Green

A completely recast, updated, version of Robert T. 
Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward Benevolent 
Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme Court, 
listed belowA completely recast, updated, version of 
Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward 
Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme 
Court, listed belowA completely recast, updated, 
version of Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, 
Toward Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the 
Supreme Court, listed below

That's Not What 
They Meant! 
Reclaiming 
America's 
Founding Fathers 
from the Right 
Wing

Michael 
Austin

 In That's Not What They Meant! Professor Michael 
Austin examines dozens of books, articles, speeches, 
and radio broadcasts by such figures as Glenn Beck, 
Mark Levin, Sean Hannity, Larry Schweikart, and 
David Barton to expose the deep historical flaws in 
their use of America's founding history. In contrast to 
their misleading method of citing proof texts to serve a 
narrow agenda, Austin allows the Founding Fathers to 
speak for themselves, situating all quotations in the 
proper historical context. What emerges is a true 
historical picture of men who often disagreed with one 
another on such crucial issues as federal power, 
judicial review, and the separation of church and state. 
As Austin shows, the real legacy of the Founding 
Fathers to us is a political process: a system of 
disagreement, debate, and compromise that has kept 
democracy vibrant in America for more than two 
hundred years. Austin's carefully researched and 
rigorously argued book is essential reading for anyone 
seeking the accurate historical background to many of 
the hot-button political debates of today.

The Religious 
Roots of the First 
Amendment: 
Dissenting 
Protestants and 
the Separation of 
Church and State

Nichola
s P. 
Miller

Traditional understandings of the genesis of the 
separation of church and state rest on assumptions 
about "Enlightenment" and the republican ethos of 
citizenship. In The Religious Roots of the First 
Amendment, Nicholas P. Miller does not seek to 
dislodge that interpretation but to augment and enrich 
it by recovering its cultural and discursive religious 
contexts--specifically the discourse of Protestant 
dissent. He argues that commitments by certain 
dissenting Protestants to the right of private judgment 
in matters of Biblical interpretation, an outgrowth of the 
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, helped 
promote religious disestablishment in the early modern 
West. Miller shows that the separation of church and 
state can be read, most persuasively, as the triumph of 
a particular strand of Protestant nonconformity-that 
which stretched back to the Puritan separatist and the 
Restoration sects, rather than to those, like 
Presbyterians, who sought to replace the "wrong" 
church establishment with their own, "right" one. 

The Creator in 
the Courtroom: 
"Scopes II": The 
1981 Arkansas 
Creation-
Evolution Trial

Norman 
Geisler

Written by a creationist, this book is an account of the 
Scopes trial from that perspective, and argues that the 
judge in the case was prejudiced agains creationism 
from the very beginning. 

Storm Center: 
The Supreme 
Court in 
American Politics

O’Brien, 
David M

A terrific introduction to the history and particularly the 
workings of the Supreme Court, although it has very 
little specifically about church and state

God on Trial: 
Dispatches from 
America's 
Religious 
Battlefields

Peter 
Irons

Over the past two decades, federal courts have 
become contentious battlefields in America's growing 
religious wars. Since 1989, five momentous court 
cases have divided communities and the nation. Peter 
Irons, a noted constitutional scholar, lawyer, and author 
of the bestselling May It Please the Court, delivers a 
compelling narrative accompanied by first-person 
accounts from both sides of the fight in these historic 
cases. 

Living the 
Secular Life

Phil 
Zucker
man

Drawing on innovative sociological research, Living the 
Secular Life illuminates this demographic shift with the 
moral convictions that govern secular individuals, 
offering crucial information for the religious and 
nonreligious alike. Living the Secular Life reveals that, 
despite opinions to the contrary, nonreligious 
Americans possess a unique moral code that allows 
them to effectively navigate the complexities of modern 
life. Spiritual self-reliance, clear-eyed pragmatism, and 
an abiding faith in the Golden Rule to adjudicate moral 
decisions: these common principles are shared across 
secular society. Living the Secular Life demonstrates 
these principles in action and points to their usage 
throughout daily life.

Thy Kingdom 
Come: How the 
Religious Right 
Distorts Faith and 
Threatens 
America

Randall 
Balmer

For much of American history, evangelicalism was 
aligned with progressive political causes-the abolition 
of slavery, universal suffrage, and public education. 
But contemporary conservative activists have 
defaulted on this majestic legacy, embracing instead 
an agenda virtually indistinguishable from the 
Republican Party platform. How has evangelical 
Christianity become so entrenched in partisan politics? 
Randall Balmer, an evangelical Christian and a 
historian of American religion, deftly combines 
ethnographic research, theological reflections, and 
historical context to examine the nature of the 
Religious Right today-and offers a rallying cry for 
liberal Christians to reclaim the noble traditions of their 
faith.

First Freedom: 
The Fight for 
Religious Liberty

Randall 
Balmer, 
Lee 
Grogerg 
& Mark 
Mabry

In the sweltering summer of 1789, James Madison 
penned sixteen words in spare prose that became the 
First Amendment to the United States Constitution. 
Herein the founding fathers of a young government 
pledged separation of church and state, thus 
guaranteeing religious freedom for its citizens and 
establishing a free marketplace for religion in the 
United States. Utterly unprecedented in Western 
history, this construction of a government without the 
interlocking authority of religion set a new course for 
faith and politics and has produced a vibrant religious 
culture unmatched anywhere in the world. First 
Freedom details the progression of religious liberty 
from pilgrims and Puritans to the creation of the Bill of 
Rights and how it shaped a new nation. 

Close Encounters 
with the Religious 
Right: Journeys 
into the Twilight 
Zone of Religion 
and Politics

Rob 
Boston

What does Pat Robertson's Christian Coalition really 
want? What secret agenda lies behind radio counselor 
James Dobson's Focus on the Family? Who are the 
Promise Keepers and what are their ultimate goals? 
Why do so many leaders of the religious right engage 
in gay bashing? What would these groups do to our 
public school system, or to our government, if they 
were in power? Close Encounters with the Religious 
Right takes you behind the scenes to answer these 
questions and gives the reader a rare glimpse of a 
world the average American may not even realize 
exists.

James Madison 
on Religious 
Liberty

Robert 
Alley

This long-overdue volume is the only one of its kind 
containing all of Madison's religious writings, as well as 
new contributions by leading scholars. Madison's 
writings assume even more importance to thoughtful 
Americans as the Supreme Court continues to decide 
issues of school prayer, and as the Moral Majority tries 
to desecularize American public and private life. 
Imagine an America without the Bill of Rights, without 
the Constitution. This image of our nation, existing 
without these two foundations of freedom, justice, and 
inquiry, assaults the imagination, for these two 
documents are the fuel that runs the republic. What is 
even more remarkable is that their primary author was 
one man - James Madison.

The Most 
Dangerous Man 
in America? 

Robert 
Boston

Televangelist Pat Robertson has built one of the most 
powerful religious-political movements in American 
history. His Christian Coalition - with its '700 Club' 
broadcasting fundamentalism tinged with right-wing 
politics to an audience of millions, its American Center 
for Law and Justice legal action group attempting to 
impose far-right Christian ideas via the courts, and the 
growing number of graduates from its Regents 
University - wields a mighty sword within the 
Republican party in at least 25 states while GOP 
national leaders and presidential hopefuls court its 
favour. Despite his power, many Americans are not 
aware of Robertson's extreme political views or his 
goals for the United States. This book examines the 
role Robertson plays in contemporary politics and his 
efforts to influence American society through his 
various political organisations, businesses, and 
broadcast empire.

Why the 
Religious Right is 
Wrong about 
Separation of 
Church and State

Robert 
Boston

Award-winning journalist Robert Boston lambastes the 
zealots of the Religious Right for spreading 
misinformation about the constitutional principle of the 
separation of church and state. Boston reveals how a 
band of ultraconservative religious groups with a 
political agenda - led primarily by televangelist Pat 
Robertson - is conducting a systematic war aginst the 
separation of church and state. The tactics of these 
groups are designed to exploit unfounded fears and 
turn the American people against the separationist 
principle. To expose the Religious Right's blatant 
distortions of U.S. history and correct its skewed 
analysis of legal rulings, Boston objectively reviews the 
evolution of church/state relations in the United States 
and looks at how the separation principle has been 
applied by the courts. He also examines efforts by 
sectarian groups to win government support for their 
schools, the school prayer issue, the history of the free 
exercise of religion, and the controversial role of 
religion in the public square.

Queering 
Christianity: 
Finding a Place 
at the Table for 
LGBTQI 
Christians

Robert 
E. 
Shore-
Goss et. 
Al.

Through essays by noted lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer or questioning, and intersex 
(LGBTQI) religion scholars, this important compilation 
summarizes the history and current status of LGBTQI 
theology, exploring its relationship to the policies, 
practices, and theology of traditional Christianity. 
Contributors contrast the "radically inclusive" thinking 
of LGBTQI theology with the "exclusivity" practiced by 
many Christian churches, explaining the reasoning of 
each and clarifying contentious issues. At the same 
time, the book highlights ways in which "queer" 
theology and practice benefit Christian congregations. 
Writing from the perspective of grassroots Christian 
LGBTQI movements, many of the contributors draw 
upon their own experiences. Equally important, the 
work creates the basis for dialogue between traditional 
churches and followers of LGBTQI theology, offering 
practical suggestions for Christian congregations that 
wish to put aside exclusionary policies and practices.

Toward 
Benevolent 
Neutrality: 
Church, State, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Robert 
Miller. 
and 
Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

Presents the text of virtually every significant Supreme 
Court decision concerning religious freedom and 
separation of church and state. Also included are 
essays interpreting the historical background and legal 
issues involved in each case, beginning with the 
principal events leading to the adoption of the First 
Amendment.

Without a Prayer: 
Religious 
Expression in 
Public Schools

Robert 
S. Alley

This is the first thorough examination of school prayer 
to bring together the experiences of parents and 
children involved in contesting public school 
sanctioned prayer and Bible reading. Alley explores the 
way in which terms like "nonpreferentialism," 
"toleration" and "accommodation" are being used to 
hide violations of the First Amendment. Personal 
interviews were conducted with those involved in 
seven prominent cases. Each story challenges 
communities that impose the mores and cultural 
patterns of religion on their public schools. The result, 
in most instances, has been angry protests as well as 
threats against parents and children, and/or property 
damage.

Red State 
Religion: Faith 
and Politics in 
America's 
Heartland

Robert 
Wuthno
w

In Red State Religion, Robert Wuthnow tells the story 
of religiously motivated political activism in Kansas 
from territorial days to the present. He examines how 
faith mixed with politics as both ordinary Kansans and 
leaders such as John Brown, Carrie Nation, William 
Allen White, and Dwight Eisenhower struggled over the 
pivotal issues of their times, from slavery and 
Prohibition to populism and anti-communism. Beyond 
providing surprising new explanations of why Kansas 
became a conservative stronghold, the book sheds 
new light on the role of religion in red states across the 
Midwest and the United States. Contrary to recent 
influential accounts, Wuthnow argues that Kansas 
conservatism is largely pragmatic, not ideological, and 
that religion in the state has less to do with politics and 
contentious moral activism than with relationships 
between neighbors, friends, and fellow churchgoers. 

The Necessity of 
Secularism

Ronald 
A. 
Lindsey

For the first time in human history, a significant 
percentage of the world’s population no longer 
believes in God. This is especially true in developed 
nations, where in some societies nonbelievers now 
outnumber believers. Unless religion collapses 
completely, or undergoes a remarkable resurgence, 
countries across the globe must learn to carefully and 
effectively manage this societal mix of religious and 
irreligious. For in a world already deeply riven by 
sectarian conflict, this unprecedented demographic 
shift presents yet another challenge to humanity. 
Writing in an engaging, accessible style, philosopher 
and lawyer Ronald A. Lindsay develops a tightly 
crafted argument for secularism—specifically, that in a 
religiously pluralistic society, a robust, thoroughgoing 
secularism is the only reliable means of preserving 
meaningful democracy and rights of conscience.

To Defend the 
Constitution: 
Religion, 
Conscientious 
Objection, 
Naturalization, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

The story of people who were denied citizenship 
because they were conscientious objectors to war and 
how they fought their battles in the Supreme Court.

That Godless 
Court? Supreme 
Court Decisions 
on Church-State 
Relationships

Ronald 
Flowers

The "religious clause" of the First Amendment, 
seemingly simple and clear, has been and continues to 
be controversial in its application. In this book, Flowers 
explains the Court's thinking, clarifying for readers the 
decisions that have been built on or that have altered 
previous positions.

The Majesty of 
the Law: 
Reflections of a 
Supreme Court 
Justice

Sandra 
Day 
O'Conn
or

Not about church and state, but a readable introduction 
to the Supreme Court, its procedures and some of the 
issues it faces. 

God's Profits: 
Faith, Fraud and 
the Republican 
Crusade for 
Values Voters

Sarah 
Posner

Keenly observed and meticulously reported, "God's 
Profits" examines the unholy alliance between a new 
breed of corrupt televangelists and the Republican 
Party, which is eagerly courting "values voters" in the 
nation's largest megachurches. Author Sarah Posner 
exposes the activities of Kenneth Copeland, John 
Hagee, Rod Parsley, T.D. Jakes, and other politically 
connected, skillfully marketed, and increasingly 
influential religious leaders. Preaching the "prosperity 
gospel"???the notion that faith and tithing alone can 
ensure financial security???both in their churches and 
over the airwaves, these charismatic leaders scam the 
gullible even as they enjoy unprecedented access to 
top Bush Administration officials. 

Sexual 
Orientation and 
Human Rights in 
American 
Religious 
Discourse

Saul M. 
Olyan & 
Martha 
C. 
Nussba
um

Sexual orientation is a topic of intense debate within 
America's religious traditions. These discussions have 
had a significant impact on the formation of public 
policy, as speakers who locate themselves squarely 
within religious traditions have articulated positions on 
both sides in recent arguments concerning gays in the 
military, civil rights protections for gays and lesbians, 
gay marriage, parenting and foster parenting, and 
benefits for partners of gay and lesbian employees of 
major corporations and institutions. This volume, which 
stems from a 1995 conference at Brown University, 
aims to promote both academic and public 
understanding of the different positions that exist on 
sexual orientation and its public policy dimensions 
within four major American religious traditions. Writers 
from within the Jewish community, the Roman Catholic 
church, Mainline Protestant churches, and African-
American churches explore the history and tradition of 
their communities on same-sex orientation, discuss the 
moral stance they advocate, and consider the legal 
and public policy implications of that stance. For each 
of these traditions, two opposing views are 
represented, and a respondent frames the issue in a 
larger context. The book concludes with essays by 
Michael McConnell and Andrew Koppelman exploring 
how our society might find a modus vivendi in a state 
position of neutrality on the moral status of 
homosexuality.

Attack of the 
Theocrats! How 
the Religious 
Right Harms Us 
All- And What We 
Can Do About It

Sean 
Fairclot
h

At no time in American history has the United States 
had such a high percentage of theocratic members of 
Congress--those who expressly endorse religious bias 
in law. Just as ominously, at no other time have 
religious fundamentalists effectively had veto power 
over one of the country's two major political parties. As 
Sean Faircloth argues, this has led to the crumbling of 
the country's most cherished founding principle--the 
wall separating church and state--and presages even 
more crumbling.

Ellery's Protest: 
How One Young 
Man Defied 
Tradition and 
Sparked the 
Battle Over 
School Prayer

Stephen 
D. 
Solomo
n

Tells the fascinating personal and legal drama of the 
Schempp case: the family’s struggle against the ugly 
reactions of neighbors, and the impassioned courtroom 
clashes as brilliant lawyers on both sides argued about 
the meaning of religious freedom. But Schempp was 
not the only case challenging religious exercises in the 
schools at the time, and Ellery’s Protest describes the 
race to the Supreme Court among the attorneys for 
four such cases. Solomon also explores the political, 
cultural, and religious roots of the controversy. 

The Bible, The 
School and the 
Constitution: The 
Clash that 
Shaped Modern 
Church-State 
Doctrine

Steven 
K. 
Green

Draws attention to an often overlooked nineteenth 
century that remains relevant to today's church-state 
debate
Offers historical as well as legal perspectives on a 
crucial episode in American history
Extensively documented from primary sources

Freethinkers: A 
History of 
American 
Secularism

Susan 
Jacoby

At a time when the separation of church and state is 
under attack as never before, Freethinkers offers a 
powerful defense of the secularist heritage that gave 
Americans the first government in the world founded 
not on the authority of religion but on the bedrock of 
human reason. In impassioned, elegant prose, 
celebrated author Susan Jacoby traces more than two 
hundred years of secularist activism, beginning with 
the fierce debate over the omission of God from the 
Constitution. Moving from nineteenth-century 
abolitionism and suffragism through the twentieth 
century's civil liberties, civil rights, and feminist 
movements, Freethinkersilluminates the neglected 
achievements of secularists who, allied with tolerant 
believers, have led the battle for reform in the past and 
today.

The Age of 
American 
Unreason

Susan 
Jacoby

A cultural history of the last forty years, The Age of 
American Unreason focuses on the convergence of 
social forces-usually treated as separate entities-that 
has created a perfect storm of anti-rationalism. These 
include the upsurge of religious fundamentalism, with 
more political power today than ever before; the failure 
of public education to create an informed citizenry; and 
the triumph of video over print culture. Sparing neither 
the right nor the left, Jacoby asserts that Americans 
today have embraced a universe of “junk thought” that 
makes almost no effort to separate fact from opinion.

The First 
Freedoms: 
Church and State 
in America to the 
Passage of the 
First Amendment

Thomas 
Curry

Is government forbidden to assist all religions equally, 
as the Supreme Court has held? Or does the First 
Amendment merely ban exclusive aid to one religion, 
as critics of the Court assert? The First Freedoms 
studies the church-state context of colonial and 
revolutionary America to present a bold new reading of 
the historical meaning of the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment. Synthesizing and interpreting a 
wealth of evidence from the founding of Virginia to the 
passage of the Bill of Rights, including everything 
published in America before 1791, Thomas Curry 
traces America's developing ideas on religious liberty 
and offers the most extensive investigation ever of the 
historical origins and background of the First 
Amendment's religion clauses.

The Age of 
Reason

Thomas 
Paine

Of all the tyrannies that affect mankind, tyranny in 
religion is the worst," declared Thomas Paine, adding, 
"every other species of tyranny is limited to the world 
we live in; but this attempts to stride beyond the grave, 
and seeks to pursue us into eternity." Paine's years of 
study and reflection on the role of religion in society 
culminated with his final work, The Age of Reason. 
This coolly reasoned polemic influenced religious 
thinking throughout the world at the dawn of the 
nineteenth century, and its resonance remains 
undiminished by time.
The selfsame humanist and egalitarian views that 
made Paine a popular figure of the American 
Revolution brought him into frequent conflict with 
political authorities. Parts of The Age of Reason were 
written in a French jail, where Paine was confined for 
his opposition to the execution of Louis XVI. An atack 
on revealed religion from the deist point of view — 
embodied by Paine's credo, "I believe in one God, and 
no more" — this work undertakes a hitherto unheard-of 
approach to Bible study. Its critical and objective 
examination of Old and New Testatments cites 
nemerous contradictions as evidence against literal 
interpretations of the text. Well articulated and 
eminently readable, The Age of Reason is a classic of 
free thought.

Founding Faith: 
Providence, 
Politics, and the 
Birth of Religious 
Freedom in 
America

Waldma
n, 
Steven

Waldman lays out the debate between the 
accommodationists and separationists and then details 
the activities and beliefs of the Founding Fathers to 
see who of the contemporary disputants is right. He 
comes down in favor of the separationists, but he is fair 
to each side and helps the student understand the 
nature of the debate and where it comes from. 

The First Liberty, 
Religion and the 
American 
Republic

William 
Lee 
Miller

Though many claim the United States to be a 
"Christian Nation," Miller provides a fascinatingly vivid 
account of the philosophical skirmishes and political 
machinations that led to the "wall of separation" 
between church and state. That famous phrase is 
Jefferson's, though it does not appear in the 
Declaration of Independence nor in the Constitution. 
But Miller follows this seminal idea from three great 
standard-bearers of religious liberty: Jefferson, 
Madison, and Roger Williams. Jefferson, who wrote 
the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, the 
precursor of the First Amendment of the Constitution; 
James Madison, who was politically responsible for 
Virginia's acceptance of religious liberty and who, a 
few years later, helped draft the Bill of Rights; and the 
even earlier figure, the radical dissenter Roger 
Williams, who propounded the idea of religious 
freedom not as a rational secularist but out of a deeply 
held spiritual faith. 

Church and State 
in American 
History, 3rd 
Edition

Wilson, 
John F. 
and 
Donald 
L. 
Drakem
an

Presents chronologically-organized chapters that 
include selections from documents like colonial 
charters, opinions of the Supreme Court and salient 
legislation, along with contemporary commentary, and 
incisive interpretations of the issues by modern 
scholars. Figures as divergent as John Winthrop, John 
F. Kennedy, and Sandra Day O’Connor speak from 
these pages as directly as Paul Blanshard, Leon 
Higginbotham, John Courtney Murray, and Robert 
Bellah. Church and State in American History 
addresses the difficult relationships among the political 
and religious structures of our society and the 
emergence of an American solution to the church-state 
problem.



Title Author Description
Visions of 
Reality- What 
Fundamentalist 
Schools Teach

Albert J. 
Menend
ez

Although a majority of Americans have repeatedly 
shown in referendum elections and opinion polls that 
they oppose tax support for nonpublic schools, 
fundamentalist leaders and their political lobbies are 
putting increasing pressure on Congress and state 
legislatures to compel taxpayers to support sectarian 
private schools through "vouchers" or "tuition tax 
credits," under the deceptive banner of "school 
choice." Albert J. Menendez has carefully examined 
the most widely used history, English, and science 
textbooks in fundamentalist private schools. He 
documents the fact that these schools promote 
prejudice against people of other faiths, distort history, 
derogate our literary heritage, cast science in a bad 
light, and otherwise indoctrinate children with "visions 
of reality" that are incompatible with public tax support.

Religion and the 
Public Schools

Anne 
Marie 
Lofaso

Religion in the Public Schools: A Road Map for 
Avoiding Lawsuits and Respecting Parents’ Legal 
Rights is designed to help. This handy 129-page book, 
written by Associate Professor of Law Anne Marie 
Lofaso of West Virginia University, examines what the 
courts have said about many religion-in-school 
controversies and provides clear, concise answers to 
common questions. Fully referenced and 
footnoted, Religion in the Public Schools is the perfect 
guide for anyone seeking to better navigate the 
intersection between religion and public education.

Why We Still 
Need Public 
Schools

Art Must 
Jr.

Two cornerstones of American democracy - separation 
of church and state, and public schools - are under 
increasing attack. As this collection of essays, written 
by some of America's leading educators, political 
figures, and advocates of religious liberty shows, 
universal public education and the separation of 
church and state are related. The eminent contributors 
to this book argue that we need to defend both 
institutions against increasing onslaughts by the 
Religious Right and other self-proclaimed arbiters of 
societal behavior, who seek to dictate public policy and 
who are labeling the public schools themselves as 
"immoral" institutions. At issue here is not whether 
public schools need to be improved. It is assumed that 
improvement is necessary.

Piety & Politics: 
The Right Wing 
Assault on 
Religious 
Freedom

Barry 
Lynn

In the wake of the 2004 presidential election, the 
Religious Right insisted that George Bush had been 
handed a mandate for an ideology-based social 
agenda, including the passage of a “marriage 
amendment” to ban same-sex unions, diversion of tax 
money to religious groups through “faith-based 
initiatives,” the teaching of creationism in public 
schools, and restrictions on abortion. Led by an 
aggressive band of television preachers and extremist 
radio personalities, the Religious Right set its sights on 
demolishing the wall of separation between church and 
state. The Reverend Barry Lynn is a devout Christian, 
but he argues that politicians need to stop looking to 
the Bible to justify their actions and should consult 
another source instead: the U.S. Constitution. 

First Freedom 
First: A Citizen's 
Guide to 
Protecting 
Religious Liberty 
and Separation of 
Church and State

Barry 
Lynn & 
C. 
Welton 
Gaddy

The United States is the most religiously diverse nation 
in the world, due in large part to the clauses of the First 
Amendment that guarantee freedom for and from 
religion. But as we debate displaying Christmas trees 
at city hall and the Ten Commandments in the 
courthouse, we must ask: in what other ways is our 
religious liberty being compromised. In First Freedom 
First, with clear language and recognizable examples, 
two of the most trusted voices on church-state 
separation address head-on the many areas where 
religion and politics overlap, with consequences for all 
Americans.

The Right to 
Religious Liberty: 
The Basic ACLU 
Guide to 
Religious Rights

Barry 
Lynn, 
Marc D. 
Stern, 
and 
Oliver 
S. 
Thomas

This revised and updated edition of The Right to 
Religious Liberty sets forth an individual’s religious 
rights under present law, offering suggestions as to 
how they can be preserved and protected. (A bit 
dated-1995- but otherwise a good resource)

  Journal of 
Church and State

Baylor 
Universi
ty

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Pray the Gay 
Away: The 
Extraordinary 
Lives of Bible 
Belt Gays

Bernade
tte 
Barton

While some areas of the Unites States have made 
tremendous progress in securing rights for gay people, 
Bible Belt states lag behind. In Pray the Gay Away, 
Bernadette Barton argues that conventions of small 
town life, rules which govern Southern manners, and 
the power wielded by Christian institutions serve as a 
foundation for both passive and active homophobia in 
the Bible Belt. She explores how conservative 
Christian ideology reproduces homophobic attitudes 
and shares how Bible Belt gays negotiate these 
attitudes in their daily lives. Drawing on the remarkable 
stories of Bible Belt gays, Barton brings to the fore 
their thoughts, experiences and hard-won insights to 
explore the front lines of our national culture war over 
marriage, family, hate crimes, and equal rights. 

To Serve God 
and Wal-Mart: 
The Making of 
Christian Free 
Enterprise

Bethany 
Ellen 
Moreton

In the decades after World War II, evangelical 
Christianity nourished America’s devotion to free 
markets, free trade, and free enterprise. The history of 
Wal-Mart uncovers a complex network that united Sun 
Belt entrepreneurs, evangelical employees, Christian 
business students, overseas missionaries, and free-
market activists. Through the stories of people linked 
by the world’s largest corporation, Bethany Moreton 
shows how a Christian service ethos powered 
capitalism at home and abroad.

Moral Minority: 
Our Skeptical 
Founding Fathers

Brooke 
Allen

In her lively refutation of modern claims about 
America's religious origins, Brooke Allen looks back at 
the late eighteenth century and shows decisively that 
the United States was founded not on Christian 
principles at all but on Enlightenment ideas. Moral 
Minority presents a powerful case that the unique legal 
framework the Founding Fathers created was 
designed according to the humanist ideals of 
Enlightenment thinkers: God entered the picture only 
as a very minor player, and Jesus Christ was 
conspicuous by his absence. The guiding spirit of the 
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. 
Constitution, Ms. Allen explains, was not Jesus Christ 
but John Locke. In direct and accessible prose, she 
provides fascinating chapters on the religious lives of 
the six men she considers the key Founding Fathers: 
Franklin, Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, and Hamilton. Far from being the 
conventional pious Christians we too often imagine, 
these men were skeptical intellectuals, in some cases 
not even Christians at all.

The Battle over 
School Prayer: 
How Engel v. 
Vitale Changed 
America

Bruce J. 
Dierenfi
eld

Bruce Dierenfield has written a concise and readable 
guide to the first and still most important case that 
addressed the constitutionality of prayer in public 
schools. The 22-word recitation in a Long Island school 
that was challenged in Engel v. Vitale was hardly 
denominational not even overtly Christian but a handful 
of parents saw it as a violation of the First 
Amendment's proscription again the establishment of 
religion. The case forced the Supreme Court to take a 
stand on Jefferson's "wall of separation" between 
church and state. When it did so, the Court declared 
that by endorsing the prayer recitation no matter how 
brief, non-denominational, or voluntary the Long Island 
school board had unconstitutionally approved the 
establishment of religion in school. Writing with 
impeccable fairness and sensitivity, Dierenfield sets his 
account of the Engel decision in the larger historical 
and political context, citing battles over a wide range of 
religious activities in public schools throughout 
American history. Through interviews with many of the 
participants, he also reveals the large price paid by the 
plaintiffs and their children, who were frequently 
harassed both during and after the trial. 

Religious 
Fundamentalisms 
and the Human 
Rights of Women

C. 
Howlan
d

Dialogue on the conflict between religious 
fundamentalism and women's rights is often stymied 
by an 'all or nothing' approach: fundamentalists claim 
of absolute religious freedom, while some feminists 
dismiss religion entirely as being so imbued with 
patriarchy as to be eternally opposed to women's 
rights. This ignores, though, the experiences of 
religious women who suffer under fundamentalism and 
fight to resist it, perceiving themselves to be at once 
religious and feminist. In Religious Fundamentalisms 
and the Human Rights of Women , Howland provides a 
forum for these different scholars, both religious and 
nonreligious, to meet and seek common ground in their 
fight against fundamentalism. Through an examination 
of international human rights, national law, grass roots 
activism, and theology, this volume explores the acute 
problems that contemporary fundamentalist 
movements pose for women's equality and liberty 
rights.

Liars for Jesus: 
The Religious 
Right's Alternate 
Version of 
American History

Chris 
Rodda

Liars for Jesus debunks many of the historical lies 
invented and used by the Christian nationalist history 
revisionists in their efforts to further their far right 
political agenda and destroy the wall of separation 
between church and state in America. Liars for Jesus 
is not a book about religion. It is a history book, 
presenting and fully documenting the true stories and 
historical facts that are distorted in the "Christian 
nation" pseudo-history promoted by the religious right.

Wrapped in the 
Flag

Claire 
Conner

Claire Conner’s award-winning memoir, Wrapped in 
the Flag (Beacon Press 2013, 2014) weaves her  
intimate personal stories with the history of the 1960s, 
70s, and 80s. She chronicles her parents’ obsession 
with radical right-wing politics embodied in the John 
Birch Society, the most powerful  anti-Communist, anti-
government, populist movement of the 20th century

Nonbeliever 
Nation: The Rise 
of Secular 
Americans

David 
Niose

Today, one in five Americans are nonbelievers―a 
rapidly growing group at a time when traditional 
Christian churches are dwindling in numbers. Still we 
see almost none of them openly serving in elected 
office, while many others continue to loudly proclaim 
the falsehood of America as a Christian nation. David 
Niose calls for nonreligious Americans from all 
backgrounds to step out of the shadows and signal 
their opposition to the long-dominant Religious Right. 
Exploring all the hot-button issues that divide the 
country―from gay marriage to education policy to 
contentious church-state battles―he shows how 
Secular Americans―a group comprised not just of 
atheists and agnostics, but lapsed Catholics, secular 
Jews, and millions of others who have walked away 
from organized religion―are mobilizing and forming 
groups all over the country (even atheist clubs in Bible-
belt high schools) to challenge the exaltation of religion 
in American politics and public life. 

Original Intent: 
Chief Justice 
Rehnquist and 
the Course of 
American 
Church/State 
Relations

Derek 
Davis

Contemporary debate in the area of church/state 
relations centers around the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment: "Congress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of religion [the 
Establishment Clause] or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof [the Free Exercise Clause]." Original Intent is a 
readable and objective summary of the views of Chief 
Justice Rehnquist and an enlightening treatise on the 
future of church/state relations in America.

Roger Williams: 
Prophet of Liberty

Edwin 
C. 
Gaustad

Roger Williams chronicles the life of one of the most 
remarkable forefathers in American history. A true 
revolutionary, this devout Puritan championed Native 
American rights; wrote treatises on equal rights, flag 
desecration, and the separation of church and state; 
established the first American settlement based on 
total religious toleration--and he lived more than a 
century before independence, when America was still a 
vast wilderness! Williams went on to adopt adult 
baptism and founded the first Baptist church in 
America. He became president of Rhode Island colony 
in 1654, served as captain in the defense of 
Providence during King Philip's War, and continued to 
write and preach passionately for religious tolerance 
and Native American rights until his death in 1683.

Proclaim Liberty 
Throughout the 
Land: A History of 
Church and State 
in America

Edwin 
Gaustad

In this volume, one of the most distinguished scholars 
of American religious history traces the complicated 
relationship of church and state from the early colonial 
period, through the unique American experiment in 
religious liberty after the Revolution, to the ongoing 
debate over religious issues in our schools and 
communities. Edwin Gaustad relates entertaining and 
edifying accounts of headline-grabbing court trials 
involving polygamy, witchcraft, and church taxation. He 
quotes moving passages from the speeches and 
writings of American Presidents and Supreme Court 
justices to prove that, to paraphrase Michelangelo, 
"religious liberty is made up of a series of trifles, but 
religious liberty is no trifle."

Faith of the 
Founders: 
Religion and the 
New Nation, 
1776-1826

Edwin 
S. 
Gaustad

Edwin Gaustad provides a careful consideration of the 
developing relationship between religion and the state 
after the American Revolution. With concise focus on 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, 
George Washington, and John Adams, Gaustad 
identifies seven varying―sometimes 
contrary―perspectives on religion that guided the 
nation's founders. Faith of the Founders shows how 
these figures possessed an intuitive understanding of 
religion that helped nourish a young country. This brief 
but insightful book offers a look into the founding 
fathers' genius―and points to a way forward through 
the ideological boundaries that threaten to upend the 
daily doings of American government today.

With God on 
Their Side: How 
Christian 
Fundamentalists 
Trampled 
Science, Policy 
and Democracy 
in George W. 
Bush's White 
House

Esther 
Kaplan

When asked which single issue most affected their 
vote in the last presidential election, more than one in 
five Americans said “moral values”—and 78 percent of 
these voters chose to reelect President George W. 
Bush. As Esther Kaplan shows in her richly detailed 
investigation, it’s no wonder the Christian right voted 
for Bush in droves—their loyal support in 2000 
produced fantastic results. While organizations that 
offer abortion counseling and services or help to 
prevent HIV see their funds cut, church groups receive 
millions in federal dollars to promote sexual abstinence 
and marriage (provided, of course, it is heterosexual). 
Bush has appointed a Christian right dream team to 
the federal courts, dedicated to tearing down what one 
such judge calls “the so-called separation of church 
and state. Religious zeal even shapes Bush’s foreign 
policy, as Christian belief in the end times spurs the 
administration’s support for hard-line policies in Israel.

Evolution vs. 
Creationism

Eugenie 
C. Scott

More than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the 
debate over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.

The Separation 
of Church and 
State: Writings on 
a Fundamental 
Freedom by 
America's 
Founders

Forrest 
Church

A primer of essential writings about one of the 
cornerstones of our democracy by the original authors 
of the Constitution, edited by preeminant liberal 
theologian Forrest Church. Americans will never stop 
debating the question of church-state separation, and 
such debates invariably lead back to the nation’s 
beginnings and the founders’ intent. The Separation of 
Church and State presents a basic collection of the 
founders’ teachings on this topic. This concise primer 
gets past the rhetoric that surrounds the current 
debate, placing the founders’ vivid writings on religious 
liberty in historical perspective. Edited and with running 
commentary by Forrest Church, this important 
collection informs anyone curious about the original 
blueprint for our country and its government.

Separation of 
Church and 
State: Founding 
Principle of 
Religious Liberty

Frank 
Lambert

Frank Lambert tackles the central claims of the 
Religious Right "historians" who insist that America 
was conceived as a "Christian State," that modern-day 
"liberals" and "secularists" have distorted and/or 
ignored the place of religion in American history, and 
that the phrase "the separation of church and state" 
does not appear in any of the founding documents and 
is, therefore, a myth created by the Left. He discusses 
what separates "bad" history from "good" history, and 
concludes that the self-styled "historians" of the 
Religious Right create a "useful past" that enlists the 
nation's founders on behalf of present-day 
conservative religious and political causes. The result 
of a politicized religious history exposes the Religious 
Right "history" as fabrications and half-truths. In fact, 
one of the foundational principles of the Constitution is 
that of separation as the key to safeguarding freedom: 
separation of powers, separation of federal and state 
governments, and separation of church and state.

Religious 
Expression and 
the American 
Constitution

Frankly
n 
Haiman

In the current environment and fervor for “homeland 
security,” personal freedoms in exchange for security 
are coming under more scrutiny. Among these 
guaranteed freedoms are the protection of religious 
expression given by the U.S. Constitution and the 
constitutional prohibitions against behaviors that 
violate the separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.

Eternal Hostility: 
The Struggle 
Between 
Theocracy and 
Democracy

Frederic
k 
Clarkso
n

What is behind the violence against abortion clinics, 
attacks on gays and lesbians and the growing power of 
the religious right? Frederick Clarkson makes it clear 
that beyond the bombers and assassins who 
sometimes make news, is a growing, if not well 
understood, movement that encompasses Pat 
Robertson's Christian Coalition, the Unification Church 
of Sun Myung Moon and the Promise Keepers--the 
lead agency of the so-called Christian men's 
movement. Clarkson exposes the wild card of the 
"theology of vigilantism" which urges the enforcement 
of "God's law" and argues for fundamentalist revolution 
against constitutional democracy. 

Setting the 
Record Straight: 
Response to 
Misconceptions 
About Public 
Education in the 
US

Gerald 
Bracey

Gerald Bracey knows there are three kinds of lies in 
education policy: lies, damned lies, and the statistics 
that reactionary reformers tout as evidence in favor of 
dismantling our public schools. In this second and 
substantially updated edition of the hard-hitting Setting 
the Record Straight, Bracey goes toe-to-toe with the 
opponents of quality public education. You'll learn how 
to discredit them in your own discussions by using the 
very logic and statistical analyses they purport to have 
on their side. In this series of smart, forceful analyses, 
Bracey homes in on specific topics like vouchers, 
school funding, and comparisons to international test 
scores, themes around which agitators have created a 
host of mythological American school failures from the 
flimsiest of evidence. Each essay begins with a 
question you might commonly hear in conversation 
about these alleged shortcomings, to which Bracey 
provides a brief, sound- byte-ready rebuttal. Then he 
follows it up with a full-length explanation, replete with 
statistical data and talking points that fully support his 
assertions-and silence those who would undermine 
education with disinformation.

Not in Our 
Classrooms

Glenn 
Branch 
& 
Eugenie 
C. Scott

Where did the concept of intelligent design originate? 
How does it connect with, and conflict with, various 
religious beliefs? Should we teach the controversy 
itself in our science classrooms? In clear and lively 
essays, a team of experts answers these questions 
and many more, describing the history of the intelligent 
design movement and the lack of scientific support for 
its claims. Most importantly, the contributors—
authorities on the scientific, legal, educational, and 
theological problems of intelligent design-speak 
specifically to teachers and parents about the need to 
defend the integrity of science education by keeping 
intelligent design out of science curriculums. 

Lowering the 
Wall: Religion 
and the Supreme 
Court in the 
1980s

Gregg 
Ivers

Convinced that church-state law under the Supreme 
Court during the 1980s took "a giant-and unwelcome 
step--backward," Gregg Ivers's book explores the 
changing relationship between religion and the state. 
Those looking for a neutral account of this relationship 
should look elsewhere. This book, commissioned by 
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, is a liberal's 
response to use of the courts by "[r]eligious 
conservatives, encouraged by the election of Ronald 
Reagan," to create a "broad wave of conservative 
religious populism" in pursuit of school prayer, financial 
assistance for parochial institutions and equal access 
to public school facilities for student religious clubs.

The Oxford 
Companion to the 
Supreme Court of 
the United States

Hall, 
Kermit L

Not about church and state, but a great resource book 
on the Court.

The Journal of 
Law and Religion

Hamline 
Universi
ty Law 
School

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Religion on Trial: 
How Supreme 
Court Trends 
Threaten 
Freedom of 
Conscience in 
America

Hammo
nd, 
Philip 
E., 
David 
W. 
Machac
ek and 
Eric 
Michael 
Mazur

A powerful indictment of the current Supreme Court, 
arguing the regressive justices are not faithful to the 
Constitution and thereby endanger religious freedom.

The Godless 
Constitution: The 
Case Against 
Religious 
Correctness

Isaac 
Krammi
k & R. 
Lawrenc
e Moore

The Godless Constitution is an urgent and timely 
reexamination of the roots of church-state separation 
in American politics - and a ringing refutation of the 
misguided claims of the religious right. In this important 
polemic two distinguished scholars of American 
political ideas and religion refute this dangerous 
attempt to introduce what they term "religious 
correctness" into our politics, by reminding us that the 
absence of any mention of God in the Constitution was 
a conscious action on the framers' part, intended to 
prevent the bloody religious controversies that so 
marked European history. They also emphasize that 
church-state separation was seen as a guarantee of - 
not a hindrance to - religions liberty. Fully respecting 
the importance of religion in the public sphere, yet 
forthright in defining proper limits, The Godless 
Constitution offers a bracing return to the first 
principles of American democracy - and a guide to 
keeping them intact in the forthcoming presidential 
campaign.

Holy Hullabaloos: 
A Road Trip to 
the Battlegrounds 
of the Church-
State Wars

J. D. 
Wexler

After ten years spent riddling over the intricacies of 
church/state law from the ivory tower, law professor 
Jay Wexler decided it was high time to hit the road to 
learn what really happened in some of the most 
controversial Supreme Court cases involving this hot-
button issue. In Holy Hullabaloos, he takes us along for 
the ride, crossing the country to meet the people and 
visit the places responsible for landmark decisions in 
recent judicial history, from a high school football field 
where fans once recited prayers before kickoff to a 
Santeria church notorious for animal sacrifice, from a 
publicly funded Muslim school to a creationist 
museum. Wexler's no-holds-barred approach to 
investigating famous church/state brouhahas is as 
funny as it is informative.

Far Right 
Fantasy: A 
Sociology of 
American 
Religion and 
Politics

James 
Aho

Far-Right Fantasy is a straight-forward, jargon-free 
study of contemporary American right-wing extremism. 
The book addresses the strengths and weaknesses of 
the standard psycho-social-cultural explanations of far-
right activism. It shows how extremists are similar 
educationally and psychologically to their more 
conventional neighbors; that they get into the 
movement in the same way that others become peace 
activists or radical environmentalists, namely, through 
their ties with fellow workers and church-goers, family 
members, and classmates; and that their views are 
given a patina of certainty by being repeatedly 
corroborated within closed, non-contaminated 
communication systems. 

Religion and the 
State: Essays in 
Honor of Leo 
Pfeffer

James 
E. Wood 
Jr.

These essays examine major themes affecting religion 
and the state in a free society and the interaction of 
religion and world order. While concern is given to the 
historical and judicial context of the Establishment and 
Free Exercise Clauses of the First Amendment, special 
attention is given to contemporary church-state 
problems in American life. In addition, the volume 
analyzes alternatives to church-state relations outside 
the United States and freedom of religion in the 
international advance of human rights.

Supreme 
Conflict: The 
Inside Story of 
the Struggle for 
Control of the 
United States 
Supreme Court

Jan 
Crawfor
d 
Greenb
urg

Drawing on unprecedented access to the Supreme 
Court justices themselves and their inner circles, 
acclaimed ABC News legal correspondent Jan 
Crawford Greenburg offers an explosive newsbreaking 
account of one of the most momentous political 
watersheds in American history. From the series of 
Republican nominations that proved deeply frustrating 
to conservatives to the decades of bruising battles that 
led to the rise of Justices Roberts and Alito, this is the 
authoritative story of the conservative effort to shift the 
direction of the high court—a revelatory look at one of 
the central fronts of America's culture wars by one of 
the most widely respected experts on the subject.

The Nine: Inside 
the Secret World 
of the Supreme 
Court

Jeffrey 
Toobin

In The Nine, acclaimed journalist Jeffrey Toobin takes 
us into the chambers of the most important—and 
secret—legal body in our country, the Supreme Court, 
revealing the complex dynamic among the nine people 
who decide the law of the land. An institution at a 
moment of transition, the Court now stands at a crucial 
point, with major changes in store on such issues as 
abortion, civil rights, and church-state relations. Based 
on exclusive interviews with the justices and with a 
keen sense of the Court’s history and the trajectory of 
its future, Jeffrey Toobin creates in The Nine a riveting 
story of one of the most important forces in American 
life today. (2008)

Roger Williams 
and the Creation 
of the American 
Soul: Church, 
State and the 
Birth of Liberty

John M. 
Barry

For four hundred years, Americans have wrestled with 
and fought over two concepts that define the nature of 
the nation: the proper relation between church and 
state and between a free individual and the state. 
These debates began with the extraordinary thought 
and struggles of Roger Williams, who had an 
unparalleled understanding of the conflict between a 
government that justified itself by "reason of state"-i.e. 
national security-and its perceived "will of God" and the 
"ancient rights and liberties" of individuals. Acclaimed 
historian John M. Barry explores the development of 
these fundamental ideas through the story of the man 
who was the first to link religious freedom to individual 
liberty, and who created in America the first 
government and society on earth informed by those 
beliefs. 

Religious Liberty 
and the Secular 
State

John M. 
Swomle
y

This book exposes the Supreme Court's erosion of the 
Establishment Clause while emphasizing the Free 
Exercise Clause. Swomley also explores civil religion, 
secular humanism, and the current counter-revolution 
against separation of church and state led by some 
religious and political conservatives who would profit 
from government aid. He also lists the benefits 
churches would realize under a secular government.

Religion and the 
American 
Constitutional 
Experiment: 
Essential Rights 
and Liberties

John 
Witte, 
Jr.

The third edition of this classic book provides a 
comprehensive, multidisciplinary overview of the 
history, theory, law, and comparative analysis of 
American religious liberty from the earliest colonial 
period through the most recent Supreme Court cases. 
The authors present balanced, accessible discussions 
of controversial issues, such as funding religious 
schools and charities and displaying religious symbols 
on government property. 

The Last 
Freedom: 
Religion from the 
Public School to 
the Public Square

Joseph 
P.Vitterit
i

The presidency of George W. Bush has polarized the 
church-state debate as never before. The Far Right 
has been emboldened to use religion to govern, while 
the Far Left has redoubled its efforts to evict religion 
from public life entirely. In The Last Freedom, Joseph 
Viteritti argues that there is a basic tension between 
religion and democracy because religion often rejects 
compromise as a matter of principle while democracy 
requires compromise to thrive. Viteritti argues that 
Americans must guard against debasing politics with 
either antireligious bigotry or religious zealotry. 
Drawing on politics, history, and law, he defines a new 
approach to the church-state question that protects the 
religious and the secular alike. Challenging much 
conventional opinion, Viteritti argues that the courts 
have failed to adequately protect religious minorities, 
that the rights of the religious are under greater threat 
than those of the secular, and that democracy exacts 
greater compromises and sacrifices from the religious 
than it does from the secular.

The Good News 
Club: The 
Christian Right's 
Stealth Assault 
on America's 
Children

Katherin
e 
Stewart

In 2009, the Good News Club came to the public 
elementary school where journalist Katherine Stewart 
sent her children. The Club, which is sponsored by the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, bills itself as an after-
school program of “Bible study.” But Stewart soon 
discovered that the Club’s real mission is to convert 
children to fundamentalist Christianity and encourage 
them to proselytize to their “unchurched” peers, all the 
while promoting the natural but false impression 
among the children that its activities are endorsed by 
the school. Astonished to discover that the U.S. 
Supreme Court has deemed this—and other forms of 
religious activity in public schools—legal, Stewart set 
off on an investigative journey to dozens of cities and 
towns across the nation to document the impact. In this 
book she demonstrates that there is more religion in 
America’s public schools today than there has been for 
the past 100 years. The movement driving this agenda 
is stealthy. It is aggressive. It has our children in its 
sights. And its ultimate aim is to destroy the system of 
public education as we know it.

American 
Theocracy: The 
Peril and Politics 
of Radical 
Religion, Oil, and 
Borrowed Money 
in the 21st 
Century

Kevin 
Phillips

Phillips takes an uncompromising view of the current 
age of global overreach, fundamentalist religion, 
diminishing resources, and ballooning debt under the 
GOP majority. With an eye to the past and a searing 
vision of the future, Phillips confirms what too many 
Americans are still unwilling to admit about the depth 
of our misgovernment.

The 
Fundamentals of 
Extremism: The 
Christian Right in 
America

Kimberl
y Blaker

The politics, educational policies, and social values 
perpetuated by Christian fundamentalists are exposed 
in this critical perspective on the religious right's role in 
American society. Statistics and studies of the 
movement are offered that provide insight into the 
causes and characteristics of fundamentalism and its 
effects on minority groups including women, children, 
African Americans, gays, and lesbians. Essays from a 
variety of authors consider the path to theocracy, the 
effect of the theology of inerrancy on politics, and the 
state of fundamentalism in the United States after the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Creationism on 
Trial: Evolution 
and God at Little 
Rock

Langdo
n Gilkey

Creationism on Trial is Gilkey's blow-by-blow account 
of his experiences as a witness for the ACLU at the 
1981 creationist trial in Little Rock, AR.

The Devil in 
Dover: An 
Insider's Story of 
Dogma v. Darwin 
in Small Town 
America

Lauri 
Lebo

Local newspaper reporter Lauri Lebo was handed the 
story of a lifetime when the Dover (Pennsylvania) 
School Board adopted a measure to require its ninth-
grade biology students to learn about intelligent 
design. In a case that recalled the famed 1925 Scopes 
“monkey” trial and made international headlines, 
eleven parents sued the school board. When the case 
wound up in federal court before a George W. Bush–
appointed judge, Lebo had a front-row seat. Lebo 
skillfully probes the compelling background of the 
case, introducing us to the plaintiffs, the defendants, 
the lawyers, and a parade of witnesses, along with 
Judge John E. Jones, who would eventually condemn 
the school board’s decision as one of “breathtaking 
inanity.” With the antievolution battle having moved to 
the state level—and the recent passage of state 
legislation that protects the right of schools to teach 
alternatives to evolution—the story will continue to be 
relevant for years to come.

Religion, State 
and the Burger 
Court

Leo 
Pfeffer

In Religion, State and the Burger Court, Leo Pfeffer, 
the leading authority on church/state law, presents a 
trenchant analysis of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court under Chief Justice Warren E. Burger, focusing 
on the Court's interpretation of the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments. These amendments that guarantee the 
separation of church and state and the free exercise of 
religion are fundamental to the unique character of 
democracy as it exists in the United States. However, 
the distinction between affairs of state and the 
concerns of organized religion has become blurred.

The 
Establishment 
Clause, Religion 
and the First 
Amendment

Leonard 
W. Levy

Leonard Levy's classic work examines the 
circumstances that led to the writing of the 
establishment clause of the First Amendment: 
'Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion. . . .' He argues that, contrary 
to popular belief, the framers of the Constitution 
intended to prohibit government aid to religion even on 
an impartial basis. He thus refutes the view of 
'nonpreferentialists,' who interpret the clause as 
allowing such aid provided that the assistance is not 
restricted to a preferred church. For this new edition, 
Levy has added to his original arguments and 
incorporated much new material, including an analysis 
of Jefferson's ideas on the relationship between church 
and state and a discussion of the establishment clause 
cases brought before the Supreme Court since the 
book was originally published in 1986.

God vs The 
Gavel: Religion 
and the Rule of 
Law

Marci 
Hamilto
n

God vs. the Gavel challenges the pervasive 
assumption that all religious conduct deserves 
constitutional protection. While religious conduct 
provides many benefits to society, it is not always 
benign. The thesis of the book is that anyone who 
harms another person should be governed by the laws 
that govern everyone else - and truth be told, religion is 
capable of great harm.

The Search for 
Christian America

Mark 
Noll., 
Nathan 
O. 
Hatch 
and 
George 
M. 
Marsde
n

The Search for Christian America" explores key 
questions raised by the movement asserting the 
Christian heritage of the U.S. and calling for its 
recovery. Through careful historical and contemporary 
analysis, the authors address such issues as: how 
much Christian action is required to make a whole 
society Christian; Puritan New England as case study; 
Christian principles vs. baptised ideology in the 
Revolutionary period; the stumbling block of incorrect 
views of America's history for effective Christian 
involvement in critical public issues; the relationship of 
Christian convictions to political or social agendas; 
learning to think historically as a guard against 
shortsighted or simplistic approaches.

The Myth of 
Christian 
America: What 
You Need to 
Know About the 
Separation of 
Church and State

Mark 
Weldon 
Whitten

Written in an accessible, popular style, Whitten 
provides sound scholarship in defense of the 
exposition of constitutional church-state separation.

Liberty and 
Conscience

Martha 
Nussba
um

The respect for religious difference has formed the 
bedrock of our nation and made equality possible. Yet 
today we are told that “moral values”—code for a 
government shaped by religious concerns—must be 
the keystone of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.

A Wall of 
Separation? 
Debating the 
Public Role of 
Religion

Mary C. 
Segers 
& Ted 
G. Jelen

Should the wall of separation between church and 
state be permeable or inviolable? This question has 
been hotly contested since the nation's founding and 
contentious debates persist today. With a collection of 
the most significant documents and an introduction by 
Clarke E. Cochran that provides the historical context 
of the debate, prominent scholars Mary Segers and 
Ted Jelen debate the impact of organized religion on 
the democratic process, examine its influence on 
political discourse, and discuss its significance for the 
creation of public policy. The authors illuminate the 
constitutional implications of using religion to cultivate 
public morality and discuss the complexities of creating 
a civic-minded citizenry in a pluralistic society.

Religious 
Freedom and the 
Supreme Court

Melissa 
Rogers, 
and 
Steven 
K. 
Green

A completely recast, updated, version of Robert T. 
Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward Benevolent 
Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme Court, 
listed belowA completely recast, updated, version of 
Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward 
Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme 
Court, listed belowA completely recast, updated, 
version of Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, 
Toward Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the 
Supreme Court, listed below

That's Not What 
They Meant! 
Reclaiming 
America's 
Founding Fathers 
from the Right 
Wing

Michael 
Austin

 In That's Not What They Meant! Professor Michael 
Austin examines dozens of books, articles, speeches, 
and radio broadcasts by such figures as Glenn Beck, 
Mark Levin, Sean Hannity, Larry Schweikart, and 
David Barton to expose the deep historical flaws in 
their use of America's founding history. In contrast to 
their misleading method of citing proof texts to serve a 
narrow agenda, Austin allows the Founding Fathers to 
speak for themselves, situating all quotations in the 
proper historical context. What emerges is a true 
historical picture of men who often disagreed with one 
another on such crucial issues as federal power, 
judicial review, and the separation of church and state. 
As Austin shows, the real legacy of the Founding 
Fathers to us is a political process: a system of 
disagreement, debate, and compromise that has kept 
democracy vibrant in America for more than two 
hundred years. Austin's carefully researched and 
rigorously argued book is essential reading for anyone 
seeking the accurate historical background to many of 
the hot-button political debates of today.

The Religious 
Roots of the First 
Amendment: 
Dissenting 
Protestants and 
the Separation of 
Church and State

Nichola
s P. 
Miller

Traditional understandings of the genesis of the 
separation of church and state rest on assumptions 
about "Enlightenment" and the republican ethos of 
citizenship. In The Religious Roots of the First 
Amendment, Nicholas P. Miller does not seek to 
dislodge that interpretation but to augment and enrich 
it by recovering its cultural and discursive religious 
contexts--specifically the discourse of Protestant 
dissent. He argues that commitments by certain 
dissenting Protestants to the right of private judgment 
in matters of Biblical interpretation, an outgrowth of the 
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, helped 
promote religious disestablishment in the early modern 
West. Miller shows that the separation of church and 
state can be read, most persuasively, as the triumph of 
a particular strand of Protestant nonconformity-that 
which stretched back to the Puritan separatist and the 
Restoration sects, rather than to those, like 
Presbyterians, who sought to replace the "wrong" 
church establishment with their own, "right" one. 

The Creator in 
the Courtroom: 
"Scopes II": The 
1981 Arkansas 
Creation-
Evolution Trial

Norman 
Geisler

Written by a creationist, this book is an account of the 
Scopes trial from that perspective, and argues that the 
judge in the case was prejudiced agains creationism 
from the very beginning. 

Storm Center: 
The Supreme 
Court in 
American Politics

O’Brien, 
David M

A terrific introduction to the history and particularly the 
workings of the Supreme Court, although it has very 
little specifically about church and state

God on Trial: 
Dispatches from 
America's 
Religious 
Battlefields

Peter 
Irons

Over the past two decades, federal courts have 
become contentious battlefields in America's growing 
religious wars. Since 1989, five momentous court 
cases have divided communities and the nation. Peter 
Irons, a noted constitutional scholar, lawyer, and author 
of the bestselling May It Please the Court, delivers a 
compelling narrative accompanied by first-person 
accounts from both sides of the fight in these historic 
cases. 

Living the 
Secular Life

Phil 
Zucker
man

Drawing on innovative sociological research, Living the 
Secular Life illuminates this demographic shift with the 
moral convictions that govern secular individuals, 
offering crucial information for the religious and 
nonreligious alike. Living the Secular Life reveals that, 
despite opinions to the contrary, nonreligious 
Americans possess a unique moral code that allows 
them to effectively navigate the complexities of modern 
life. Spiritual self-reliance, clear-eyed pragmatism, and 
an abiding faith in the Golden Rule to adjudicate moral 
decisions: these common principles are shared across 
secular society. Living the Secular Life demonstrates 
these principles in action and points to their usage 
throughout daily life.

Thy Kingdom 
Come: How the 
Religious Right 
Distorts Faith and 
Threatens 
America

Randall 
Balmer

For much of American history, evangelicalism was 
aligned with progressive political causes-the abolition 
of slavery, universal suffrage, and public education. 
But contemporary conservative activists have 
defaulted on this majestic legacy, embracing instead 
an agenda virtually indistinguishable from the 
Republican Party platform. How has evangelical 
Christianity become so entrenched in partisan politics? 
Randall Balmer, an evangelical Christian and a 
historian of American religion, deftly combines 
ethnographic research, theological reflections, and 
historical context to examine the nature of the 
Religious Right today-and offers a rallying cry for 
liberal Christians to reclaim the noble traditions of their 
faith.

First Freedom: 
The Fight for 
Religious Liberty

Randall 
Balmer, 
Lee 
Grogerg 
& Mark 
Mabry

In the sweltering summer of 1789, James Madison 
penned sixteen words in spare prose that became the 
First Amendment to the United States Constitution. 
Herein the founding fathers of a young government 
pledged separation of church and state, thus 
guaranteeing religious freedom for its citizens and 
establishing a free marketplace for religion in the 
United States. Utterly unprecedented in Western 
history, this construction of a government without the 
interlocking authority of religion set a new course for 
faith and politics and has produced a vibrant religious 
culture unmatched anywhere in the world. First 
Freedom details the progression of religious liberty 
from pilgrims and Puritans to the creation of the Bill of 
Rights and how it shaped a new nation. 

Close Encounters 
with the Religious 
Right: Journeys 
into the Twilight 
Zone of Religion 
and Politics

Rob 
Boston

What does Pat Robertson's Christian Coalition really 
want? What secret agenda lies behind radio counselor 
James Dobson's Focus on the Family? Who are the 
Promise Keepers and what are their ultimate goals? 
Why do so many leaders of the religious right engage 
in gay bashing? What would these groups do to our 
public school system, or to our government, if they 
were in power? Close Encounters with the Religious 
Right takes you behind the scenes to answer these 
questions and gives the reader a rare glimpse of a 
world the average American may not even realize 
exists.

James Madison 
on Religious 
Liberty

Robert 
Alley

This long-overdue volume is the only one of its kind 
containing all of Madison's religious writings, as well as 
new contributions by leading scholars. Madison's 
writings assume even more importance to thoughtful 
Americans as the Supreme Court continues to decide 
issues of school prayer, and as the Moral Majority tries 
to desecularize American public and private life. 
Imagine an America without the Bill of Rights, without 
the Constitution. This image of our nation, existing 
without these two foundations of freedom, justice, and 
inquiry, assaults the imagination, for these two 
documents are the fuel that runs the republic. What is 
even more remarkable is that their primary author was 
one man - James Madison.

The Most 
Dangerous Man 
in America? 

Robert 
Boston

Televangelist Pat Robertson has built one of the most 
powerful religious-political movements in American 
history. His Christian Coalition - with its '700 Club' 
broadcasting fundamentalism tinged with right-wing 
politics to an audience of millions, its American Center 
for Law and Justice legal action group attempting to 
impose far-right Christian ideas via the courts, and the 
growing number of graduates from its Regents 
University - wields a mighty sword within the 
Republican party in at least 25 states while GOP 
national leaders and presidential hopefuls court its 
favour. Despite his power, many Americans are not 
aware of Robertson's extreme political views or his 
goals for the United States. This book examines the 
role Robertson plays in contemporary politics and his 
efforts to influence American society through his 
various political organisations, businesses, and 
broadcast empire.

Why the 
Religious Right is 
Wrong about 
Separation of 
Church and State

Robert 
Boston

Award-winning journalist Robert Boston lambastes the 
zealots of the Religious Right for spreading 
misinformation about the constitutional principle of the 
separation of church and state. Boston reveals how a 
band of ultraconservative religious groups with a 
political agenda - led primarily by televangelist Pat 
Robertson - is conducting a systematic war aginst the 
separation of church and state. The tactics of these 
groups are designed to exploit unfounded fears and 
turn the American people against the separationist 
principle. To expose the Religious Right's blatant 
distortions of U.S. history and correct its skewed 
analysis of legal rulings, Boston objectively reviews the 
evolution of church/state relations in the United States 
and looks at how the separation principle has been 
applied by the courts. He also examines efforts by 
sectarian groups to win government support for their 
schools, the school prayer issue, the history of the free 
exercise of religion, and the controversial role of 
religion in the public square.

Queering 
Christianity: 
Finding a Place 
at the Table for 
LGBTQI 
Christians

Robert 
E. 
Shore-
Goss et. 
Al.

Through essays by noted lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer or questioning, and intersex 
(LGBTQI) religion scholars, this important compilation 
summarizes the history and current status of LGBTQI 
theology, exploring its relationship to the policies, 
practices, and theology of traditional Christianity. 
Contributors contrast the "radically inclusive" thinking 
of LGBTQI theology with the "exclusivity" practiced by 
many Christian churches, explaining the reasoning of 
each and clarifying contentious issues. At the same 
time, the book highlights ways in which "queer" 
theology and practice benefit Christian congregations. 
Writing from the perspective of grassroots Christian 
LGBTQI movements, many of the contributors draw 
upon their own experiences. Equally important, the 
work creates the basis for dialogue between traditional 
churches and followers of LGBTQI theology, offering 
practical suggestions for Christian congregations that 
wish to put aside exclusionary policies and practices.

Toward 
Benevolent 
Neutrality: 
Church, State, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Robert 
Miller. 
and 
Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

Presents the text of virtually every significant Supreme 
Court decision concerning religious freedom and 
separation of church and state. Also included are 
essays interpreting the historical background and legal 
issues involved in each case, beginning with the 
principal events leading to the adoption of the First 
Amendment.

Without a Prayer: 
Religious 
Expression in 
Public Schools

Robert 
S. Alley

This is the first thorough examination of school prayer 
to bring together the experiences of parents and 
children involved in contesting public school 
sanctioned prayer and Bible reading. Alley explores the 
way in which terms like "nonpreferentialism," 
"toleration" and "accommodation" are being used to 
hide violations of the First Amendment. Personal 
interviews were conducted with those involved in 
seven prominent cases. Each story challenges 
communities that impose the mores and cultural 
patterns of religion on their public schools. The result, 
in most instances, has been angry protests as well as 
threats against parents and children, and/or property 
damage.

Red State 
Religion: Faith 
and Politics in 
America's 
Heartland

Robert 
Wuthno
w

In Red State Religion, Robert Wuthnow tells the story 
of religiously motivated political activism in Kansas 
from territorial days to the present. He examines how 
faith mixed with politics as both ordinary Kansans and 
leaders such as John Brown, Carrie Nation, William 
Allen White, and Dwight Eisenhower struggled over the 
pivotal issues of their times, from slavery and 
Prohibition to populism and anti-communism. Beyond 
providing surprising new explanations of why Kansas 
became a conservative stronghold, the book sheds 
new light on the role of religion in red states across the 
Midwest and the United States. Contrary to recent 
influential accounts, Wuthnow argues that Kansas 
conservatism is largely pragmatic, not ideological, and 
that religion in the state has less to do with politics and 
contentious moral activism than with relationships 
between neighbors, friends, and fellow churchgoers. 

The Necessity of 
Secularism

Ronald 
A. 
Lindsey

For the first time in human history, a significant 
percentage of the world’s population no longer 
believes in God. This is especially true in developed 
nations, where in some societies nonbelievers now 
outnumber believers. Unless religion collapses 
completely, or undergoes a remarkable resurgence, 
countries across the globe must learn to carefully and 
effectively manage this societal mix of religious and 
irreligious. For in a world already deeply riven by 
sectarian conflict, this unprecedented demographic 
shift presents yet another challenge to humanity. 
Writing in an engaging, accessible style, philosopher 
and lawyer Ronald A. Lindsay develops a tightly 
crafted argument for secularism—specifically, that in a 
religiously pluralistic society, a robust, thoroughgoing 
secularism is the only reliable means of preserving 
meaningful democracy and rights of conscience.

To Defend the 
Constitution: 
Religion, 
Conscientious 
Objection, 
Naturalization, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

The story of people who were denied citizenship 
because they were conscientious objectors to war and 
how they fought their battles in the Supreme Court.

That Godless 
Court? Supreme 
Court Decisions 
on Church-State 
Relationships

Ronald 
Flowers

The "religious clause" of the First Amendment, 
seemingly simple and clear, has been and continues to 
be controversial in its application. In this book, Flowers 
explains the Court's thinking, clarifying for readers the 
decisions that have been built on or that have altered 
previous positions.

The Majesty of 
the Law: 
Reflections of a 
Supreme Court 
Justice

Sandra 
Day 
O'Conn
or

Not about church and state, but a readable introduction 
to the Supreme Court, its procedures and some of the 
issues it faces. 

God's Profits: 
Faith, Fraud and 
the Republican 
Crusade for 
Values Voters

Sarah 
Posner

Keenly observed and meticulously reported, "God's 
Profits" examines the unholy alliance between a new 
breed of corrupt televangelists and the Republican 
Party, which is eagerly courting "values voters" in the 
nation's largest megachurches. Author Sarah Posner 
exposes the activities of Kenneth Copeland, John 
Hagee, Rod Parsley, T.D. Jakes, and other politically 
connected, skillfully marketed, and increasingly 
influential religious leaders. Preaching the "prosperity 
gospel"???the notion that faith and tithing alone can 
ensure financial security???both in their churches and 
over the airwaves, these charismatic leaders scam the 
gullible even as they enjoy unprecedented access to 
top Bush Administration officials. 

Sexual 
Orientation and 
Human Rights in 
American 
Religious 
Discourse

Saul M. 
Olyan & 
Martha 
C. 
Nussba
um

Sexual orientation is a topic of intense debate within 
America's religious traditions. These discussions have 
had a significant impact on the formation of public 
policy, as speakers who locate themselves squarely 
within religious traditions have articulated positions on 
both sides in recent arguments concerning gays in the 
military, civil rights protections for gays and lesbians, 
gay marriage, parenting and foster parenting, and 
benefits for partners of gay and lesbian employees of 
major corporations and institutions. This volume, which 
stems from a 1995 conference at Brown University, 
aims to promote both academic and public 
understanding of the different positions that exist on 
sexual orientation and its public policy dimensions 
within four major American religious traditions. Writers 
from within the Jewish community, the Roman Catholic 
church, Mainline Protestant churches, and African-
American churches explore the history and tradition of 
their communities on same-sex orientation, discuss the 
moral stance they advocate, and consider the legal 
and public policy implications of that stance. For each 
of these traditions, two opposing views are 
represented, and a respondent frames the issue in a 
larger context. The book concludes with essays by 
Michael McConnell and Andrew Koppelman exploring 
how our society might find a modus vivendi in a state 
position of neutrality on the moral status of 
homosexuality.

Attack of the 
Theocrats! How 
the Religious 
Right Harms Us 
All- And What We 
Can Do About It

Sean 
Fairclot
h

At no time in American history has the United States 
had such a high percentage of theocratic members of 
Congress--those who expressly endorse religious bias 
in law. Just as ominously, at no other time have 
religious fundamentalists effectively had veto power 
over one of the country's two major political parties. As 
Sean Faircloth argues, this has led to the crumbling of 
the country's most cherished founding principle--the 
wall separating church and state--and presages even 
more crumbling.

Ellery's Protest: 
How One Young 
Man Defied 
Tradition and 
Sparked the 
Battle Over 
School Prayer

Stephen 
D. 
Solomo
n

Tells the fascinating personal and legal drama of the 
Schempp case: the family’s struggle against the ugly 
reactions of neighbors, and the impassioned courtroom 
clashes as brilliant lawyers on both sides argued about 
the meaning of religious freedom. But Schempp was 
not the only case challenging religious exercises in the 
schools at the time, and Ellery’s Protest describes the 
race to the Supreme Court among the attorneys for 
four such cases. Solomon also explores the political, 
cultural, and religious roots of the controversy. 

The Bible, The 
School and the 
Constitution: The 
Clash that 
Shaped Modern 
Church-State 
Doctrine

Steven 
K. 
Green

Draws attention to an often overlooked nineteenth 
century that remains relevant to today's church-state 
debate
Offers historical as well as legal perspectives on a 
crucial episode in American history
Extensively documented from primary sources

Freethinkers: A 
History of 
American 
Secularism

Susan 
Jacoby

At a time when the separation of church and state is 
under attack as never before, Freethinkers offers a 
powerful defense of the secularist heritage that gave 
Americans the first government in the world founded 
not on the authority of religion but on the bedrock of 
human reason. In impassioned, elegant prose, 
celebrated author Susan Jacoby traces more than two 
hundred years of secularist activism, beginning with 
the fierce debate over the omission of God from the 
Constitution. Moving from nineteenth-century 
abolitionism and suffragism through the twentieth 
century's civil liberties, civil rights, and feminist 
movements, Freethinkersilluminates the neglected 
achievements of secularists who, allied with tolerant 
believers, have led the battle for reform in the past and 
today.

The Age of 
American 
Unreason

Susan 
Jacoby

A cultural history of the last forty years, The Age of 
American Unreason focuses on the convergence of 
social forces-usually treated as separate entities-that 
has created a perfect storm of anti-rationalism. These 
include the upsurge of religious fundamentalism, with 
more political power today than ever before; the failure 
of public education to create an informed citizenry; and 
the triumph of video over print culture. Sparing neither 
the right nor the left, Jacoby asserts that Americans 
today have embraced a universe of “junk thought” that 
makes almost no effort to separate fact from opinion.

The First 
Freedoms: 
Church and State 
in America to the 
Passage of the 
First Amendment

Thomas 
Curry

Is government forbidden to assist all religions equally, 
as the Supreme Court has held? Or does the First 
Amendment merely ban exclusive aid to one religion, 
as critics of the Court assert? The First Freedoms 
studies the church-state context of colonial and 
revolutionary America to present a bold new reading of 
the historical meaning of the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment. Synthesizing and interpreting a 
wealth of evidence from the founding of Virginia to the 
passage of the Bill of Rights, including everything 
published in America before 1791, Thomas Curry 
traces America's developing ideas on religious liberty 
and offers the most extensive investigation ever of the 
historical origins and background of the First 
Amendment's religion clauses.

The Age of 
Reason

Thomas 
Paine

Of all the tyrannies that affect mankind, tyranny in 
religion is the worst," declared Thomas Paine, adding, 
"every other species of tyranny is limited to the world 
we live in; but this attempts to stride beyond the grave, 
and seeks to pursue us into eternity." Paine's years of 
study and reflection on the role of religion in society 
culminated with his final work, The Age of Reason. 
This coolly reasoned polemic influenced religious 
thinking throughout the world at the dawn of the 
nineteenth century, and its resonance remains 
undiminished by time.
The selfsame humanist and egalitarian views that 
made Paine a popular figure of the American 
Revolution brought him into frequent conflict with 
political authorities. Parts of The Age of Reason were 
written in a French jail, where Paine was confined for 
his opposition to the execution of Louis XVI. An atack 
on revealed religion from the deist point of view — 
embodied by Paine's credo, "I believe in one God, and 
no more" — this work undertakes a hitherto unheard-of 
approach to Bible study. Its critical and objective 
examination of Old and New Testatments cites 
nemerous contradictions as evidence against literal 
interpretations of the text. Well articulated and 
eminently readable, The Age of Reason is a classic of 
free thought.

Founding Faith: 
Providence, 
Politics, and the 
Birth of Religious 
Freedom in 
America

Waldma
n, 
Steven

Waldman lays out the debate between the 
accommodationists and separationists and then details 
the activities and beliefs of the Founding Fathers to 
see who of the contemporary disputants is right. He 
comes down in favor of the separationists, but he is fair 
to each side and helps the student understand the 
nature of the debate and where it comes from. 

The First Liberty, 
Religion and the 
American 
Republic

William 
Lee 
Miller

Though many claim the United States to be a 
"Christian Nation," Miller provides a fascinatingly vivid 
account of the philosophical skirmishes and political 
machinations that led to the "wall of separation" 
between church and state. That famous phrase is 
Jefferson's, though it does not appear in the 
Declaration of Independence nor in the Constitution. 
But Miller follows this seminal idea from three great 
standard-bearers of religious liberty: Jefferson, 
Madison, and Roger Williams. Jefferson, who wrote 
the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, the 
precursor of the First Amendment of the Constitution; 
James Madison, who was politically responsible for 
Virginia's acceptance of religious liberty and who, a 
few years later, helped draft the Bill of Rights; and the 
even earlier figure, the radical dissenter Roger 
Williams, who propounded the idea of religious 
freedom not as a rational secularist but out of a deeply 
held spiritual faith. 

Church and State 
in American 
History, 3rd 
Edition

Wilson, 
John F. 
and 
Donald 
L. 
Drakem
an

Presents chronologically-organized chapters that 
include selections from documents like colonial 
charters, opinions of the Supreme Court and salient 
legislation, along with contemporary commentary, and 
incisive interpretations of the issues by modern 
scholars. Figures as divergent as John Winthrop, John 
F. Kennedy, and Sandra Day O’Connor speak from 
these pages as directly as Paul Blanshard, Leon 
Higginbotham, John Courtney Murray, and Robert 
Bellah. Church and State in American History 
addresses the difficult relationships among the political 
and religious structures of our society and the 
emergence of an American solution to the church-state 
problem.



Title Author Description
Visions of 
Reality- What 
Fundamentalist 
Schools Teach

Albert J. 
Menend
ez

Although a majority of Americans have repeatedly 
shown in referendum elections and opinion polls that 
they oppose tax support for nonpublic schools, 
fundamentalist leaders and their political lobbies are 
putting increasing pressure on Congress and state 
legislatures to compel taxpayers to support sectarian 
private schools through "vouchers" or "tuition tax 
credits," under the deceptive banner of "school 
choice." Albert J. Menendez has carefully examined 
the most widely used history, English, and science 
textbooks in fundamentalist private schools. He 
documents the fact that these schools promote 
prejudice against people of other faiths, distort history, 
derogate our literary heritage, cast science in a bad 
light, and otherwise indoctrinate children with "visions 
of reality" that are incompatible with public tax support.

Religion and the 
Public Schools

Anne 
Marie 
Lofaso

Religion in the Public Schools: A Road Map for 
Avoiding Lawsuits and Respecting Parents’ Legal 
Rights is designed to help. This handy 129-page book, 
written by Associate Professor of Law Anne Marie 
Lofaso of West Virginia University, examines what the 
courts have said about many religion-in-school 
controversies and provides clear, concise answers to 
common questions. Fully referenced and 
footnoted, Religion in the Public Schools is the perfect 
guide for anyone seeking to better navigate the 
intersection between religion and public education.

Why We Still 
Need Public 
Schools

Art Must 
Jr.

Two cornerstones of American democracy - separation 
of church and state, and public schools - are under 
increasing attack. As this collection of essays, written 
by some of America's leading educators, political 
figures, and advocates of religious liberty shows, 
universal public education and the separation of 
church and state are related. The eminent contributors 
to this book argue that we need to defend both 
institutions against increasing onslaughts by the 
Religious Right and other self-proclaimed arbiters of 
societal behavior, who seek to dictate public policy and 
who are labeling the public schools themselves as 
"immoral" institutions. At issue here is not whether 
public schools need to be improved. It is assumed that 
improvement is necessary.

Piety & Politics: 
The Right Wing 
Assault on 
Religious 
Freedom

Barry 
Lynn

In the wake of the 2004 presidential election, the 
Religious Right insisted that George Bush had been 
handed a mandate for an ideology-based social 
agenda, including the passage of a “marriage 
amendment” to ban same-sex unions, diversion of tax 
money to religious groups through “faith-based 
initiatives,” the teaching of creationism in public 
schools, and restrictions on abortion. Led by an 
aggressive band of television preachers and extremist 
radio personalities, the Religious Right set its sights on 
demolishing the wall of separation between church and 
state. The Reverend Barry Lynn is a devout Christian, 
but he argues that politicians need to stop looking to 
the Bible to justify their actions and should consult 
another source instead: the U.S. Constitution. 

First Freedom 
First: A Citizen's 
Guide to 
Protecting 
Religious Liberty 
and Separation of 
Church and State

Barry 
Lynn & 
C. 
Welton 
Gaddy

The United States is the most religiously diverse nation 
in the world, due in large part to the clauses of the First 
Amendment that guarantee freedom for and from 
religion. But as we debate displaying Christmas trees 
at city hall and the Ten Commandments in the 
courthouse, we must ask: in what other ways is our 
religious liberty being compromised. In First Freedom 
First, with clear language and recognizable examples, 
two of the most trusted voices on church-state 
separation address head-on the many areas where 
religion and politics overlap, with consequences for all 
Americans.

The Right to 
Religious Liberty: 
The Basic ACLU 
Guide to 
Religious Rights

Barry 
Lynn, 
Marc D. 
Stern, 
and 
Oliver 
S. 
Thomas

This revised and updated edition of The Right to 
Religious Liberty sets forth an individual’s religious 
rights under present law, offering suggestions as to 
how they can be preserved and protected. (A bit 
dated-1995- but otherwise a good resource)

  Journal of 
Church and State

Baylor 
Universi
ty

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Pray the Gay 
Away: The 
Extraordinary 
Lives of Bible 
Belt Gays

Bernade
tte 
Barton

While some areas of the Unites States have made 
tremendous progress in securing rights for gay people, 
Bible Belt states lag behind. In Pray the Gay Away, 
Bernadette Barton argues that conventions of small 
town life, rules which govern Southern manners, and 
the power wielded by Christian institutions serve as a 
foundation for both passive and active homophobia in 
the Bible Belt. She explores how conservative 
Christian ideology reproduces homophobic attitudes 
and shares how Bible Belt gays negotiate these 
attitudes in their daily lives. Drawing on the remarkable 
stories of Bible Belt gays, Barton brings to the fore 
their thoughts, experiences and hard-won insights to 
explore the front lines of our national culture war over 
marriage, family, hate crimes, and equal rights. 

To Serve God 
and Wal-Mart: 
The Making of 
Christian Free 
Enterprise

Bethany 
Ellen 
Moreton

In the decades after World War II, evangelical 
Christianity nourished America’s devotion to free 
markets, free trade, and free enterprise. The history of 
Wal-Mart uncovers a complex network that united Sun 
Belt entrepreneurs, evangelical employees, Christian 
business students, overseas missionaries, and free-
market activists. Through the stories of people linked 
by the world’s largest corporation, Bethany Moreton 
shows how a Christian service ethos powered 
capitalism at home and abroad.

Moral Minority: 
Our Skeptical 
Founding Fathers

Brooke 
Allen

In her lively refutation of modern claims about 
America's religious origins, Brooke Allen looks back at 
the late eighteenth century and shows decisively that 
the United States was founded not on Christian 
principles at all but on Enlightenment ideas. Moral 
Minority presents a powerful case that the unique legal 
framework the Founding Fathers created was 
designed according to the humanist ideals of 
Enlightenment thinkers: God entered the picture only 
as a very minor player, and Jesus Christ was 
conspicuous by his absence. The guiding spirit of the 
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. 
Constitution, Ms. Allen explains, was not Jesus Christ 
but John Locke. In direct and accessible prose, she 
provides fascinating chapters on the religious lives of 
the six men she considers the key Founding Fathers: 
Franklin, Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, and Hamilton. Far from being the 
conventional pious Christians we too often imagine, 
these men were skeptical intellectuals, in some cases 
not even Christians at all.

The Battle over 
School Prayer: 
How Engel v. 
Vitale Changed 
America

Bruce J. 
Dierenfi
eld

Bruce Dierenfield has written a concise and readable 
guide to the first and still most important case that 
addressed the constitutionality of prayer in public 
schools. The 22-word recitation in a Long Island school 
that was challenged in Engel v. Vitale was hardly 
denominational not even overtly Christian but a handful 
of parents saw it as a violation of the First 
Amendment's proscription again the establishment of 
religion. The case forced the Supreme Court to take a 
stand on Jefferson's "wall of separation" between 
church and state. When it did so, the Court declared 
that by endorsing the prayer recitation no matter how 
brief, non-denominational, or voluntary the Long Island 
school board had unconstitutionally approved the 
establishment of religion in school. Writing with 
impeccable fairness and sensitivity, Dierenfield sets his 
account of the Engel decision in the larger historical 
and political context, citing battles over a wide range of 
religious activities in public schools throughout 
American history. Through interviews with many of the 
participants, he also reveals the large price paid by the 
plaintiffs and their children, who were frequently 
harassed both during and after the trial. 

Religious 
Fundamentalisms 
and the Human 
Rights of Women

C. 
Howlan
d

Dialogue on the conflict between religious 
fundamentalism and women's rights is often stymied 
by an 'all or nothing' approach: fundamentalists claim 
of absolute religious freedom, while some feminists 
dismiss religion entirely as being so imbued with 
patriarchy as to be eternally opposed to women's 
rights. This ignores, though, the experiences of 
religious women who suffer under fundamentalism and 
fight to resist it, perceiving themselves to be at once 
religious and feminist. In Religious Fundamentalisms 
and the Human Rights of Women , Howland provides a 
forum for these different scholars, both religious and 
nonreligious, to meet and seek common ground in their 
fight against fundamentalism. Through an examination 
of international human rights, national law, grass roots 
activism, and theology, this volume explores the acute 
problems that contemporary fundamentalist 
movements pose for women's equality and liberty 
rights.

Liars for Jesus: 
The Religious 
Right's Alternate 
Version of 
American History

Chris 
Rodda

Liars for Jesus debunks many of the historical lies 
invented and used by the Christian nationalist history 
revisionists in their efforts to further their far right 
political agenda and destroy the wall of separation 
between church and state in America. Liars for Jesus 
is not a book about religion. It is a history book, 
presenting and fully documenting the true stories and 
historical facts that are distorted in the "Christian 
nation" pseudo-history promoted by the religious right.

Wrapped in the 
Flag

Claire 
Conner

Claire Conner’s award-winning memoir, Wrapped in 
the Flag (Beacon Press 2013, 2014) weaves her  
intimate personal stories with the history of the 1960s, 
70s, and 80s. She chronicles her parents’ obsession 
with radical right-wing politics embodied in the John 
Birch Society, the most powerful  anti-Communist, anti-
government, populist movement of the 20th century

Nonbeliever 
Nation: The Rise 
of Secular 
Americans

David 
Niose

Today, one in five Americans are nonbelievers―a 
rapidly growing group at a time when traditional 
Christian churches are dwindling in numbers. Still we 
see almost none of them openly serving in elected 
office, while many others continue to loudly proclaim 
the falsehood of America as a Christian nation. David 
Niose calls for nonreligious Americans from all 
backgrounds to step out of the shadows and signal 
their opposition to the long-dominant Religious Right. 
Exploring all the hot-button issues that divide the 
country―from gay marriage to education policy to 
contentious church-state battles―he shows how 
Secular Americans―a group comprised not just of 
atheists and agnostics, but lapsed Catholics, secular 
Jews, and millions of others who have walked away 
from organized religion―are mobilizing and forming 
groups all over the country (even atheist clubs in Bible-
belt high schools) to challenge the exaltation of religion 
in American politics and public life. 

Original Intent: 
Chief Justice 
Rehnquist and 
the Course of 
American 
Church/State 
Relations

Derek 
Davis

Contemporary debate in the area of church/state 
relations centers around the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment: "Congress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of religion [the 
Establishment Clause] or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof [the Free Exercise Clause]." Original Intent is a 
readable and objective summary of the views of Chief 
Justice Rehnquist and an enlightening treatise on the 
future of church/state relations in America.

Roger Williams: 
Prophet of Liberty

Edwin 
C. 
Gaustad

Roger Williams chronicles the life of one of the most 
remarkable forefathers in American history. A true 
revolutionary, this devout Puritan championed Native 
American rights; wrote treatises on equal rights, flag 
desecration, and the separation of church and state; 
established the first American settlement based on 
total religious toleration--and he lived more than a 
century before independence, when America was still a 
vast wilderness! Williams went on to adopt adult 
baptism and founded the first Baptist church in 
America. He became president of Rhode Island colony 
in 1654, served as captain in the defense of 
Providence during King Philip's War, and continued to 
write and preach passionately for religious tolerance 
and Native American rights until his death in 1683.

Proclaim Liberty 
Throughout the 
Land: A History of 
Church and State 
in America

Edwin 
Gaustad

In this volume, one of the most distinguished scholars 
of American religious history traces the complicated 
relationship of church and state from the early colonial 
period, through the unique American experiment in 
religious liberty after the Revolution, to the ongoing 
debate over religious issues in our schools and 
communities. Edwin Gaustad relates entertaining and 
edifying accounts of headline-grabbing court trials 
involving polygamy, witchcraft, and church taxation. He 
quotes moving passages from the speeches and 
writings of American Presidents and Supreme Court 
justices to prove that, to paraphrase Michelangelo, 
"religious liberty is made up of a series of trifles, but 
religious liberty is no trifle."

Faith of the 
Founders: 
Religion and the 
New Nation, 
1776-1826

Edwin 
S. 
Gaustad

Edwin Gaustad provides a careful consideration of the 
developing relationship between religion and the state 
after the American Revolution. With concise focus on 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, 
George Washington, and John Adams, Gaustad 
identifies seven varying―sometimes 
contrary―perspectives on religion that guided the 
nation's founders. Faith of the Founders shows how 
these figures possessed an intuitive understanding of 
religion that helped nourish a young country. This brief 
but insightful book offers a look into the founding 
fathers' genius―and points to a way forward through 
the ideological boundaries that threaten to upend the 
daily doings of American government today.

With God on 
Their Side: How 
Christian 
Fundamentalists 
Trampled 
Science, Policy 
and Democracy 
in George W. 
Bush's White 
House

Esther 
Kaplan

When asked which single issue most affected their 
vote in the last presidential election, more than one in 
five Americans said “moral values”—and 78 percent of 
these voters chose to reelect President George W. 
Bush. As Esther Kaplan shows in her richly detailed 
investigation, it’s no wonder the Christian right voted 
for Bush in droves—their loyal support in 2000 
produced fantastic results. While organizations that 
offer abortion counseling and services or help to 
prevent HIV see their funds cut, church groups receive 
millions in federal dollars to promote sexual abstinence 
and marriage (provided, of course, it is heterosexual). 
Bush has appointed a Christian right dream team to 
the federal courts, dedicated to tearing down what one 
such judge calls “the so-called separation of church 
and state. Religious zeal even shapes Bush’s foreign 
policy, as Christian belief in the end times spurs the 
administration’s support for hard-line policies in Israel.

Evolution vs. 
Creationism

Eugenie 
C. Scott

More than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the 
debate over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.

The Separation 
of Church and 
State: Writings on 
a Fundamental 
Freedom by 
America's 
Founders

Forrest 
Church

A primer of essential writings about one of the 
cornerstones of our democracy by the original authors 
of the Constitution, edited by preeminant liberal 
theologian Forrest Church. Americans will never stop 
debating the question of church-state separation, and 
such debates invariably lead back to the nation’s 
beginnings and the founders’ intent. The Separation of 
Church and State presents a basic collection of the 
founders’ teachings on this topic. This concise primer 
gets past the rhetoric that surrounds the current 
debate, placing the founders’ vivid writings on religious 
liberty in historical perspective. Edited and with running 
commentary by Forrest Church, this important 
collection informs anyone curious about the original 
blueprint for our country and its government.

Separation of 
Church and 
State: Founding 
Principle of 
Religious Liberty

Frank 
Lambert

Frank Lambert tackles the central claims of the 
Religious Right "historians" who insist that America 
was conceived as a "Christian State," that modern-day 
"liberals" and "secularists" have distorted and/or 
ignored the place of religion in American history, and 
that the phrase "the separation of church and state" 
does not appear in any of the founding documents and 
is, therefore, a myth created by the Left. He discusses 
what separates "bad" history from "good" history, and 
concludes that the self-styled "historians" of the 
Religious Right create a "useful past" that enlists the 
nation's founders on behalf of present-day 
conservative religious and political causes. The result 
of a politicized religious history exposes the Religious 
Right "history" as fabrications and half-truths. In fact, 
one of the foundational principles of the Constitution is 
that of separation as the key to safeguarding freedom: 
separation of powers, separation of federal and state 
governments, and separation of church and state.

Religious 
Expression and 
the American 
Constitution

Frankly
n 
Haiman

In the current environment and fervor for “homeland 
security,” personal freedoms in exchange for security 
are coming under more scrutiny. Among these 
guaranteed freedoms are the protection of religious 
expression given by the U.S. Constitution and the 
constitutional prohibitions against behaviors that 
violate the separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.

Eternal Hostility: 
The Struggle 
Between 
Theocracy and 
Democracy

Frederic
k 
Clarkso
n

What is behind the violence against abortion clinics, 
attacks on gays and lesbians and the growing power of 
the religious right? Frederick Clarkson makes it clear 
that beyond the bombers and assassins who 
sometimes make news, is a growing, if not well 
understood, movement that encompasses Pat 
Robertson's Christian Coalition, the Unification Church 
of Sun Myung Moon and the Promise Keepers--the 
lead agency of the so-called Christian men's 
movement. Clarkson exposes the wild card of the 
"theology of vigilantism" which urges the enforcement 
of "God's law" and argues for fundamentalist revolution 
against constitutional democracy. 

Setting the 
Record Straight: 
Response to 
Misconceptions 
About Public 
Education in the 
US

Gerald 
Bracey

Gerald Bracey knows there are three kinds of lies in 
education policy: lies, damned lies, and the statistics 
that reactionary reformers tout as evidence in favor of 
dismantling our public schools. In this second and 
substantially updated edition of the hard-hitting Setting 
the Record Straight, Bracey goes toe-to-toe with the 
opponents of quality public education. You'll learn how 
to discredit them in your own discussions by using the 
very logic and statistical analyses they purport to have 
on their side. In this series of smart, forceful analyses, 
Bracey homes in on specific topics like vouchers, 
school funding, and comparisons to international test 
scores, themes around which agitators have created a 
host of mythological American school failures from the 
flimsiest of evidence. Each essay begins with a 
question you might commonly hear in conversation 
about these alleged shortcomings, to which Bracey 
provides a brief, sound- byte-ready rebuttal. Then he 
follows it up with a full-length explanation, replete with 
statistical data and talking points that fully support his 
assertions-and silence those who would undermine 
education with disinformation.

Not in Our 
Classrooms

Glenn 
Branch 
& 
Eugenie 
C. Scott

Where did the concept of intelligent design originate? 
How does it connect with, and conflict with, various 
religious beliefs? Should we teach the controversy 
itself in our science classrooms? In clear and lively 
essays, a team of experts answers these questions 
and many more, describing the history of the intelligent 
design movement and the lack of scientific support for 
its claims. Most importantly, the contributors—
authorities on the scientific, legal, educational, and 
theological problems of intelligent design-speak 
specifically to teachers and parents about the need to 
defend the integrity of science education by keeping 
intelligent design out of science curriculums. 

Lowering the 
Wall: Religion 
and the Supreme 
Court in the 
1980s

Gregg 
Ivers

Convinced that church-state law under the Supreme 
Court during the 1980s took "a giant-and unwelcome 
step--backward," Gregg Ivers's book explores the 
changing relationship between religion and the state. 
Those looking for a neutral account of this relationship 
should look elsewhere. This book, commissioned by 
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, is a liberal's 
response to use of the courts by "[r]eligious 
conservatives, encouraged by the election of Ronald 
Reagan," to create a "broad wave of conservative 
religious populism" in pursuit of school prayer, financial 
assistance for parochial institutions and equal access 
to public school facilities for student religious clubs.

The Oxford 
Companion to the 
Supreme Court of 
the United States

Hall, 
Kermit L

Not about church and state, but a great resource book 
on the Court.

The Journal of 
Law and Religion

Hamline 
Universi
ty Law 
School

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Religion on Trial: 
How Supreme 
Court Trends 
Threaten 
Freedom of 
Conscience in 
America

Hammo
nd, 
Philip 
E., 
David 
W. 
Machac
ek and 
Eric 
Michael 
Mazur

A powerful indictment of the current Supreme Court, 
arguing the regressive justices are not faithful to the 
Constitution and thereby endanger religious freedom.

The Godless 
Constitution: The 
Case Against 
Religious 
Correctness

Isaac 
Krammi
k & R. 
Lawrenc
e Moore

The Godless Constitution is an urgent and timely 
reexamination of the roots of church-state separation 
in American politics - and a ringing refutation of the 
misguided claims of the religious right. In this important 
polemic two distinguished scholars of American 
political ideas and religion refute this dangerous 
attempt to introduce what they term "religious 
correctness" into our politics, by reminding us that the 
absence of any mention of God in the Constitution was 
a conscious action on the framers' part, intended to 
prevent the bloody religious controversies that so 
marked European history. They also emphasize that 
church-state separation was seen as a guarantee of - 
not a hindrance to - religions liberty. Fully respecting 
the importance of religion in the public sphere, yet 
forthright in defining proper limits, The Godless 
Constitution offers a bracing return to the first 
principles of American democracy - and a guide to 
keeping them intact in the forthcoming presidential 
campaign.

Holy Hullabaloos: 
A Road Trip to 
the Battlegrounds 
of the Church-
State Wars

J. D. 
Wexler

After ten years spent riddling over the intricacies of 
church/state law from the ivory tower, law professor 
Jay Wexler decided it was high time to hit the road to 
learn what really happened in some of the most 
controversial Supreme Court cases involving this hot-
button issue. In Holy Hullabaloos, he takes us along for 
the ride, crossing the country to meet the people and 
visit the places responsible for landmark decisions in 
recent judicial history, from a high school football field 
where fans once recited prayers before kickoff to a 
Santeria church notorious for animal sacrifice, from a 
publicly funded Muslim school to a creationist 
museum. Wexler's no-holds-barred approach to 
investigating famous church/state brouhahas is as 
funny as it is informative.

Far Right 
Fantasy: A 
Sociology of 
American 
Religion and 
Politics

James 
Aho

Far-Right Fantasy is a straight-forward, jargon-free 
study of contemporary American right-wing extremism. 
The book addresses the strengths and weaknesses of 
the standard psycho-social-cultural explanations of far-
right activism. It shows how extremists are similar 
educationally and psychologically to their more 
conventional neighbors; that they get into the 
movement in the same way that others become peace 
activists or radical environmentalists, namely, through 
their ties with fellow workers and church-goers, family 
members, and classmates; and that their views are 
given a patina of certainty by being repeatedly 
corroborated within closed, non-contaminated 
communication systems. 

Religion and the 
State: Essays in 
Honor of Leo 
Pfeffer

James 
E. Wood 
Jr.

These essays examine major themes affecting religion 
and the state in a free society and the interaction of 
religion and world order. While concern is given to the 
historical and judicial context of the Establishment and 
Free Exercise Clauses of the First Amendment, special 
attention is given to contemporary church-state 
problems in American life. In addition, the volume 
analyzes alternatives to church-state relations outside 
the United States and freedom of religion in the 
international advance of human rights.

Supreme 
Conflict: The 
Inside Story of 
the Struggle for 
Control of the 
United States 
Supreme Court

Jan 
Crawfor
d 
Greenb
urg

Drawing on unprecedented access to the Supreme 
Court justices themselves and their inner circles, 
acclaimed ABC News legal correspondent Jan 
Crawford Greenburg offers an explosive newsbreaking 
account of one of the most momentous political 
watersheds in American history. From the series of 
Republican nominations that proved deeply frustrating 
to conservatives to the decades of bruising battles that 
led to the rise of Justices Roberts and Alito, this is the 
authoritative story of the conservative effort to shift the 
direction of the high court—a revelatory look at one of 
the central fronts of America's culture wars by one of 
the most widely respected experts on the subject.

The Nine: Inside 
the Secret World 
of the Supreme 
Court

Jeffrey 
Toobin

In The Nine, acclaimed journalist Jeffrey Toobin takes 
us into the chambers of the most important—and 
secret—legal body in our country, the Supreme Court, 
revealing the complex dynamic among the nine people 
who decide the law of the land. An institution at a 
moment of transition, the Court now stands at a crucial 
point, with major changes in store on such issues as 
abortion, civil rights, and church-state relations. Based 
on exclusive interviews with the justices and with a 
keen sense of the Court’s history and the trajectory of 
its future, Jeffrey Toobin creates in The Nine a riveting 
story of one of the most important forces in American 
life today. (2008)

Roger Williams 
and the Creation 
of the American 
Soul: Church, 
State and the 
Birth of Liberty

John M. 
Barry

For four hundred years, Americans have wrestled with 
and fought over two concepts that define the nature of 
the nation: the proper relation between church and 
state and between a free individual and the state. 
These debates began with the extraordinary thought 
and struggles of Roger Williams, who had an 
unparalleled understanding of the conflict between a 
government that justified itself by "reason of state"-i.e. 
national security-and its perceived "will of God" and the 
"ancient rights and liberties" of individuals. Acclaimed 
historian John M. Barry explores the development of 
these fundamental ideas through the story of the man 
who was the first to link religious freedom to individual 
liberty, and who created in America the first 
government and society on earth informed by those 
beliefs. 

Religious Liberty 
and the Secular 
State

John M. 
Swomle
y

This book exposes the Supreme Court's erosion of the 
Establishment Clause while emphasizing the Free 
Exercise Clause. Swomley also explores civil religion, 
secular humanism, and the current counter-revolution 
against separation of church and state led by some 
religious and political conservatives who would profit 
from government aid. He also lists the benefits 
churches would realize under a secular government.

Religion and the 
American 
Constitutional 
Experiment: 
Essential Rights 
and Liberties

John 
Witte, 
Jr.

The third edition of this classic book provides a 
comprehensive, multidisciplinary overview of the 
history, theory, law, and comparative analysis of 
American religious liberty from the earliest colonial 
period through the most recent Supreme Court cases. 
The authors present balanced, accessible discussions 
of controversial issues, such as funding religious 
schools and charities and displaying religious symbols 
on government property. 

The Last 
Freedom: 
Religion from the 
Public School to 
the Public Square

Joseph 
P.Vitterit
i

The presidency of George W. Bush has polarized the 
church-state debate as never before. The Far Right 
has been emboldened to use religion to govern, while 
the Far Left has redoubled its efforts to evict religion 
from public life entirely. In The Last Freedom, Joseph 
Viteritti argues that there is a basic tension between 
religion and democracy because religion often rejects 
compromise as a matter of principle while democracy 
requires compromise to thrive. Viteritti argues that 
Americans must guard against debasing politics with 
either antireligious bigotry or religious zealotry. 
Drawing on politics, history, and law, he defines a new 
approach to the church-state question that protects the 
religious and the secular alike. Challenging much 
conventional opinion, Viteritti argues that the courts 
have failed to adequately protect religious minorities, 
that the rights of the religious are under greater threat 
than those of the secular, and that democracy exacts 
greater compromises and sacrifices from the religious 
than it does from the secular.

The Good News 
Club: The 
Christian Right's 
Stealth Assault 
on America's 
Children

Katherin
e 
Stewart

In 2009, the Good News Club came to the public 
elementary school where journalist Katherine Stewart 
sent her children. The Club, which is sponsored by the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, bills itself as an after-
school program of “Bible study.” But Stewart soon 
discovered that the Club’s real mission is to convert 
children to fundamentalist Christianity and encourage 
them to proselytize to their “unchurched” peers, all the 
while promoting the natural but false impression 
among the children that its activities are endorsed by 
the school. Astonished to discover that the U.S. 
Supreme Court has deemed this—and other forms of 
religious activity in public schools—legal, Stewart set 
off on an investigative journey to dozens of cities and 
towns across the nation to document the impact. In this 
book she demonstrates that there is more religion in 
America’s public schools today than there has been for 
the past 100 years. The movement driving this agenda 
is stealthy. It is aggressive. It has our children in its 
sights. And its ultimate aim is to destroy the system of 
public education as we know it.

American 
Theocracy: The 
Peril and Politics 
of Radical 
Religion, Oil, and 
Borrowed Money 
in the 21st 
Century

Kevin 
Phillips

Phillips takes an uncompromising view of the current 
age of global overreach, fundamentalist religion, 
diminishing resources, and ballooning debt under the 
GOP majority. With an eye to the past and a searing 
vision of the future, Phillips confirms what too many 
Americans are still unwilling to admit about the depth 
of our misgovernment.

The 
Fundamentals of 
Extremism: The 
Christian Right in 
America

Kimberl
y Blaker

The politics, educational policies, and social values 
perpetuated by Christian fundamentalists are exposed 
in this critical perspective on the religious right's role in 
American society. Statistics and studies of the 
movement are offered that provide insight into the 
causes and characteristics of fundamentalism and its 
effects on minority groups including women, children, 
African Americans, gays, and lesbians. Essays from a 
variety of authors consider the path to theocracy, the 
effect of the theology of inerrancy on politics, and the 
state of fundamentalism in the United States after the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Creationism on 
Trial: Evolution 
and God at Little 
Rock

Langdo
n Gilkey

Creationism on Trial is Gilkey's blow-by-blow account 
of his experiences as a witness for the ACLU at the 
1981 creationist trial in Little Rock, AR.

The Devil in 
Dover: An 
Insider's Story of 
Dogma v. Darwin 
in Small Town 
America

Lauri 
Lebo

Local newspaper reporter Lauri Lebo was handed the 
story of a lifetime when the Dover (Pennsylvania) 
School Board adopted a measure to require its ninth-
grade biology students to learn about intelligent 
design. In a case that recalled the famed 1925 Scopes 
“monkey” trial and made international headlines, 
eleven parents sued the school board. When the case 
wound up in federal court before a George W. Bush–
appointed judge, Lebo had a front-row seat. Lebo 
skillfully probes the compelling background of the 
case, introducing us to the plaintiffs, the defendants, 
the lawyers, and a parade of witnesses, along with 
Judge John E. Jones, who would eventually condemn 
the school board’s decision as one of “breathtaking 
inanity.” With the antievolution battle having moved to 
the state level—and the recent passage of state 
legislation that protects the right of schools to teach 
alternatives to evolution—the story will continue to be 
relevant for years to come.

Religion, State 
and the Burger 
Court

Leo 
Pfeffer

In Religion, State and the Burger Court, Leo Pfeffer, 
the leading authority on church/state law, presents a 
trenchant analysis of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court under Chief Justice Warren E. Burger, focusing 
on the Court's interpretation of the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments. These amendments that guarantee the 
separation of church and state and the free exercise of 
religion are fundamental to the unique character of 
democracy as it exists in the United States. However, 
the distinction between affairs of state and the 
concerns of organized religion has become blurred.

The 
Establishment 
Clause, Religion 
and the First 
Amendment

Leonard 
W. Levy

Leonard Levy's classic work examines the 
circumstances that led to the writing of the 
establishment clause of the First Amendment: 
'Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion. . . .' He argues that, contrary 
to popular belief, the framers of the Constitution 
intended to prohibit government aid to religion even on 
an impartial basis. He thus refutes the view of 
'nonpreferentialists,' who interpret the clause as 
allowing such aid provided that the assistance is not 
restricted to a preferred church. For this new edition, 
Levy has added to his original arguments and 
incorporated much new material, including an analysis 
of Jefferson's ideas on the relationship between church 
and state and a discussion of the establishment clause 
cases brought before the Supreme Court since the 
book was originally published in 1986.

God vs The 
Gavel: Religion 
and the Rule of 
Law

Marci 
Hamilto
n

God vs. the Gavel challenges the pervasive 
assumption that all religious conduct deserves 
constitutional protection. While religious conduct 
provides many benefits to society, it is not always 
benign. The thesis of the book is that anyone who 
harms another person should be governed by the laws 
that govern everyone else - and truth be told, religion is 
capable of great harm.

The Search for 
Christian America

Mark 
Noll., 
Nathan 
O. 
Hatch 
and 
George 
M. 
Marsde
n

The Search for Christian America" explores key 
questions raised by the movement asserting the 
Christian heritage of the U.S. and calling for its 
recovery. Through careful historical and contemporary 
analysis, the authors address such issues as: how 
much Christian action is required to make a whole 
society Christian; Puritan New England as case study; 
Christian principles vs. baptised ideology in the 
Revolutionary period; the stumbling block of incorrect 
views of America's history for effective Christian 
involvement in critical public issues; the relationship of 
Christian convictions to political or social agendas; 
learning to think historically as a guard against 
shortsighted or simplistic approaches.

The Myth of 
Christian 
America: What 
You Need to 
Know About the 
Separation of 
Church and State

Mark 
Weldon 
Whitten

Written in an accessible, popular style, Whitten 
provides sound scholarship in defense of the 
exposition of constitutional church-state separation.

Liberty and 
Conscience

Martha 
Nussba
um

The respect for religious difference has formed the 
bedrock of our nation and made equality possible. Yet 
today we are told that “moral values”—code for a 
government shaped by religious concerns—must be 
the keystone of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.

A Wall of 
Separation? 
Debating the 
Public Role of 
Religion

Mary C. 
Segers 
& Ted 
G. Jelen

Should the wall of separation between church and 
state be permeable or inviolable? This question has 
been hotly contested since the nation's founding and 
contentious debates persist today. With a collection of 
the most significant documents and an introduction by 
Clarke E. Cochran that provides the historical context 
of the debate, prominent scholars Mary Segers and 
Ted Jelen debate the impact of organized religion on 
the democratic process, examine its influence on 
political discourse, and discuss its significance for the 
creation of public policy. The authors illuminate the 
constitutional implications of using religion to cultivate 
public morality and discuss the complexities of creating 
a civic-minded citizenry in a pluralistic society.

Religious 
Freedom and the 
Supreme Court

Melissa 
Rogers, 
and 
Steven 
K. 
Green

A completely recast, updated, version of Robert T. 
Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward Benevolent 
Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme Court, 
listed belowA completely recast, updated, version of 
Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward 
Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme 
Court, listed belowA completely recast, updated, 
version of Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, 
Toward Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the 
Supreme Court, listed below

That's Not What 
They Meant! 
Reclaiming 
America's 
Founding Fathers 
from the Right 
Wing

Michael 
Austin

 In That's Not What They Meant! Professor Michael 
Austin examines dozens of books, articles, speeches, 
and radio broadcasts by such figures as Glenn Beck, 
Mark Levin, Sean Hannity, Larry Schweikart, and 
David Barton to expose the deep historical flaws in 
their use of America's founding history. In contrast to 
their misleading method of citing proof texts to serve a 
narrow agenda, Austin allows the Founding Fathers to 
speak for themselves, situating all quotations in the 
proper historical context. What emerges is a true 
historical picture of men who often disagreed with one 
another on such crucial issues as federal power, 
judicial review, and the separation of church and state. 
As Austin shows, the real legacy of the Founding 
Fathers to us is a political process: a system of 
disagreement, debate, and compromise that has kept 
democracy vibrant in America for more than two 
hundred years. Austin's carefully researched and 
rigorously argued book is essential reading for anyone 
seeking the accurate historical background to many of 
the hot-button political debates of today.

The Religious 
Roots of the First 
Amendment: 
Dissenting 
Protestants and 
the Separation of 
Church and State

Nichola
s P. 
Miller

Traditional understandings of the genesis of the 
separation of church and state rest on assumptions 
about "Enlightenment" and the republican ethos of 
citizenship. In The Religious Roots of the First 
Amendment, Nicholas P. Miller does not seek to 
dislodge that interpretation but to augment and enrich 
it by recovering its cultural and discursive religious 
contexts--specifically the discourse of Protestant 
dissent. He argues that commitments by certain 
dissenting Protestants to the right of private judgment 
in matters of Biblical interpretation, an outgrowth of the 
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, helped 
promote religious disestablishment in the early modern 
West. Miller shows that the separation of church and 
state can be read, most persuasively, as the triumph of 
a particular strand of Protestant nonconformity-that 
which stretched back to the Puritan separatist and the 
Restoration sects, rather than to those, like 
Presbyterians, who sought to replace the "wrong" 
church establishment with their own, "right" one. 

The Creator in 
the Courtroom: 
"Scopes II": The 
1981 Arkansas 
Creation-
Evolution Trial

Norman 
Geisler

Written by a creationist, this book is an account of the 
Scopes trial from that perspective, and argues that the 
judge in the case was prejudiced agains creationism 
from the very beginning. 

Storm Center: 
The Supreme 
Court in 
American Politics

O’Brien, 
David M

A terrific introduction to the history and particularly the 
workings of the Supreme Court, although it has very 
little specifically about church and state

God on Trial: 
Dispatches from 
America's 
Religious 
Battlefields

Peter 
Irons

Over the past two decades, federal courts have 
become contentious battlefields in America's growing 
religious wars. Since 1989, five momentous court 
cases have divided communities and the nation. Peter 
Irons, a noted constitutional scholar, lawyer, and author 
of the bestselling May It Please the Court, delivers a 
compelling narrative accompanied by first-person 
accounts from both sides of the fight in these historic 
cases. 

Living the 
Secular Life

Phil 
Zucker
man

Drawing on innovative sociological research, Living the 
Secular Life illuminates this demographic shift with the 
moral convictions that govern secular individuals, 
offering crucial information for the religious and 
nonreligious alike. Living the Secular Life reveals that, 
despite opinions to the contrary, nonreligious 
Americans possess a unique moral code that allows 
them to effectively navigate the complexities of modern 
life. Spiritual self-reliance, clear-eyed pragmatism, and 
an abiding faith in the Golden Rule to adjudicate moral 
decisions: these common principles are shared across 
secular society. Living the Secular Life demonstrates 
these principles in action and points to their usage 
throughout daily life.

Thy Kingdom 
Come: How the 
Religious Right 
Distorts Faith and 
Threatens 
America

Randall 
Balmer

For much of American history, evangelicalism was 
aligned with progressive political causes-the abolition 
of slavery, universal suffrage, and public education. 
But contemporary conservative activists have 
defaulted on this majestic legacy, embracing instead 
an agenda virtually indistinguishable from the 
Republican Party platform. How has evangelical 
Christianity become so entrenched in partisan politics? 
Randall Balmer, an evangelical Christian and a 
historian of American religion, deftly combines 
ethnographic research, theological reflections, and 
historical context to examine the nature of the 
Religious Right today-and offers a rallying cry for 
liberal Christians to reclaim the noble traditions of their 
faith.

First Freedom: 
The Fight for 
Religious Liberty

Randall 
Balmer, 
Lee 
Grogerg 
& Mark 
Mabry

In the sweltering summer of 1789, James Madison 
penned sixteen words in spare prose that became the 
First Amendment to the United States Constitution. 
Herein the founding fathers of a young government 
pledged separation of church and state, thus 
guaranteeing religious freedom for its citizens and 
establishing a free marketplace for religion in the 
United States. Utterly unprecedented in Western 
history, this construction of a government without the 
interlocking authority of religion set a new course for 
faith and politics and has produced a vibrant religious 
culture unmatched anywhere in the world. First 
Freedom details the progression of religious liberty 
from pilgrims and Puritans to the creation of the Bill of 
Rights and how it shaped a new nation. 

Close Encounters 
with the Religious 
Right: Journeys 
into the Twilight 
Zone of Religion 
and Politics

Rob 
Boston

What does Pat Robertson's Christian Coalition really 
want? What secret agenda lies behind radio counselor 
James Dobson's Focus on the Family? Who are the 
Promise Keepers and what are their ultimate goals? 
Why do so many leaders of the religious right engage 
in gay bashing? What would these groups do to our 
public school system, or to our government, if they 
were in power? Close Encounters with the Religious 
Right takes you behind the scenes to answer these 
questions and gives the reader a rare glimpse of a 
world the average American may not even realize 
exists.

James Madison 
on Religious 
Liberty

Robert 
Alley

This long-overdue volume is the only one of its kind 
containing all of Madison's religious writings, as well as 
new contributions by leading scholars. Madison's 
writings assume even more importance to thoughtful 
Americans as the Supreme Court continues to decide 
issues of school prayer, and as the Moral Majority tries 
to desecularize American public and private life. 
Imagine an America without the Bill of Rights, without 
the Constitution. This image of our nation, existing 
without these two foundations of freedom, justice, and 
inquiry, assaults the imagination, for these two 
documents are the fuel that runs the republic. What is 
even more remarkable is that their primary author was 
one man - James Madison.

The Most 
Dangerous Man 
in America? 

Robert 
Boston

Televangelist Pat Robertson has built one of the most 
powerful religious-political movements in American 
history. His Christian Coalition - with its '700 Club' 
broadcasting fundamentalism tinged with right-wing 
politics to an audience of millions, its American Center 
for Law and Justice legal action group attempting to 
impose far-right Christian ideas via the courts, and the 
growing number of graduates from its Regents 
University - wields a mighty sword within the 
Republican party in at least 25 states while GOP 
national leaders and presidential hopefuls court its 
favour. Despite his power, many Americans are not 
aware of Robertson's extreme political views or his 
goals for the United States. This book examines the 
role Robertson plays in contemporary politics and his 
efforts to influence American society through his 
various political organisations, businesses, and 
broadcast empire.

Why the 
Religious Right is 
Wrong about 
Separation of 
Church and State

Robert 
Boston

Award-winning journalist Robert Boston lambastes the 
zealots of the Religious Right for spreading 
misinformation about the constitutional principle of the 
separation of church and state. Boston reveals how a 
band of ultraconservative religious groups with a 
political agenda - led primarily by televangelist Pat 
Robertson - is conducting a systematic war aginst the 
separation of church and state. The tactics of these 
groups are designed to exploit unfounded fears and 
turn the American people against the separationist 
principle. To expose the Religious Right's blatant 
distortions of U.S. history and correct its skewed 
analysis of legal rulings, Boston objectively reviews the 
evolution of church/state relations in the United States 
and looks at how the separation principle has been 
applied by the courts. He also examines efforts by 
sectarian groups to win government support for their 
schools, the school prayer issue, the history of the free 
exercise of religion, and the controversial role of 
religion in the public square.

Queering 
Christianity: 
Finding a Place 
at the Table for 
LGBTQI 
Christians

Robert 
E. 
Shore-
Goss et. 
Al.

Through essays by noted lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer or questioning, and intersex 
(LGBTQI) religion scholars, this important compilation 
summarizes the history and current status of LGBTQI 
theology, exploring its relationship to the policies, 
practices, and theology of traditional Christianity. 
Contributors contrast the "radically inclusive" thinking 
of LGBTQI theology with the "exclusivity" practiced by 
many Christian churches, explaining the reasoning of 
each and clarifying contentious issues. At the same 
time, the book highlights ways in which "queer" 
theology and practice benefit Christian congregations. 
Writing from the perspective of grassroots Christian 
LGBTQI movements, many of the contributors draw 
upon their own experiences. Equally important, the 
work creates the basis for dialogue between traditional 
churches and followers of LGBTQI theology, offering 
practical suggestions for Christian congregations that 
wish to put aside exclusionary policies and practices.

Toward 
Benevolent 
Neutrality: 
Church, State, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Robert 
Miller. 
and 
Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

Presents the text of virtually every significant Supreme 
Court decision concerning religious freedom and 
separation of church and state. Also included are 
essays interpreting the historical background and legal 
issues involved in each case, beginning with the 
principal events leading to the adoption of the First 
Amendment.

Without a Prayer: 
Religious 
Expression in 
Public Schools

Robert 
S. Alley

This is the first thorough examination of school prayer 
to bring together the experiences of parents and 
children involved in contesting public school 
sanctioned prayer and Bible reading. Alley explores the 
way in which terms like "nonpreferentialism," 
"toleration" and "accommodation" are being used to 
hide violations of the First Amendment. Personal 
interviews were conducted with those involved in 
seven prominent cases. Each story challenges 
communities that impose the mores and cultural 
patterns of religion on their public schools. The result, 
in most instances, has been angry protests as well as 
threats against parents and children, and/or property 
damage.

Red State 
Religion: Faith 
and Politics in 
America's 
Heartland

Robert 
Wuthno
w

In Red State Religion, Robert Wuthnow tells the story 
of religiously motivated political activism in Kansas 
from territorial days to the present. He examines how 
faith mixed with politics as both ordinary Kansans and 
leaders such as John Brown, Carrie Nation, William 
Allen White, and Dwight Eisenhower struggled over the 
pivotal issues of their times, from slavery and 
Prohibition to populism and anti-communism. Beyond 
providing surprising new explanations of why Kansas 
became a conservative stronghold, the book sheds 
new light on the role of religion in red states across the 
Midwest and the United States. Contrary to recent 
influential accounts, Wuthnow argues that Kansas 
conservatism is largely pragmatic, not ideological, and 
that religion in the state has less to do with politics and 
contentious moral activism than with relationships 
between neighbors, friends, and fellow churchgoers. 

The Necessity of 
Secularism

Ronald 
A. 
Lindsey

For the first time in human history, a significant 
percentage of the world’s population no longer 
believes in God. This is especially true in developed 
nations, where in some societies nonbelievers now 
outnumber believers. Unless religion collapses 
completely, or undergoes a remarkable resurgence, 
countries across the globe must learn to carefully and 
effectively manage this societal mix of religious and 
irreligious. For in a world already deeply riven by 
sectarian conflict, this unprecedented demographic 
shift presents yet another challenge to humanity. 
Writing in an engaging, accessible style, philosopher 
and lawyer Ronald A. Lindsay develops a tightly 
crafted argument for secularism—specifically, that in a 
religiously pluralistic society, a robust, thoroughgoing 
secularism is the only reliable means of preserving 
meaningful democracy and rights of conscience.

To Defend the 
Constitution: 
Religion, 
Conscientious 
Objection, 
Naturalization, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

The story of people who were denied citizenship 
because they were conscientious objectors to war and 
how they fought their battles in the Supreme Court.

That Godless 
Court? Supreme 
Court Decisions 
on Church-State 
Relationships

Ronald 
Flowers

The "religious clause" of the First Amendment, 
seemingly simple and clear, has been and continues to 
be controversial in its application. In this book, Flowers 
explains the Court's thinking, clarifying for readers the 
decisions that have been built on or that have altered 
previous positions.

The Majesty of 
the Law: 
Reflections of a 
Supreme Court 
Justice

Sandra 
Day 
O'Conn
or

Not about church and state, but a readable introduction 
to the Supreme Court, its procedures and some of the 
issues it faces. 

God's Profits: 
Faith, Fraud and 
the Republican 
Crusade for 
Values Voters

Sarah 
Posner

Keenly observed and meticulously reported, "God's 
Profits" examines the unholy alliance between a new 
breed of corrupt televangelists and the Republican 
Party, which is eagerly courting "values voters" in the 
nation's largest megachurches. Author Sarah Posner 
exposes the activities of Kenneth Copeland, John 
Hagee, Rod Parsley, T.D. Jakes, and other politically 
connected, skillfully marketed, and increasingly 
influential religious leaders. Preaching the "prosperity 
gospel"???the notion that faith and tithing alone can 
ensure financial security???both in their churches and 
over the airwaves, these charismatic leaders scam the 
gullible even as they enjoy unprecedented access to 
top Bush Administration officials. 

Sexual 
Orientation and 
Human Rights in 
American 
Religious 
Discourse

Saul M. 
Olyan & 
Martha 
C. 
Nussba
um

Sexual orientation is a topic of intense debate within 
America's religious traditions. These discussions have 
had a significant impact on the formation of public 
policy, as speakers who locate themselves squarely 
within religious traditions have articulated positions on 
both sides in recent arguments concerning gays in the 
military, civil rights protections for gays and lesbians, 
gay marriage, parenting and foster parenting, and 
benefits for partners of gay and lesbian employees of 
major corporations and institutions. This volume, which 
stems from a 1995 conference at Brown University, 
aims to promote both academic and public 
understanding of the different positions that exist on 
sexual orientation and its public policy dimensions 
within four major American religious traditions. Writers 
from within the Jewish community, the Roman Catholic 
church, Mainline Protestant churches, and African-
American churches explore the history and tradition of 
their communities on same-sex orientation, discuss the 
moral stance they advocate, and consider the legal 
and public policy implications of that stance. For each 
of these traditions, two opposing views are 
represented, and a respondent frames the issue in a 
larger context. The book concludes with essays by 
Michael McConnell and Andrew Koppelman exploring 
how our society might find a modus vivendi in a state 
position of neutrality on the moral status of 
homosexuality.

Attack of the 
Theocrats! How 
the Religious 
Right Harms Us 
All- And What We 
Can Do About It

Sean 
Fairclot
h

At no time in American history has the United States 
had such a high percentage of theocratic members of 
Congress--those who expressly endorse religious bias 
in law. Just as ominously, at no other time have 
religious fundamentalists effectively had veto power 
over one of the country's two major political parties. As 
Sean Faircloth argues, this has led to the crumbling of 
the country's most cherished founding principle--the 
wall separating church and state--and presages even 
more crumbling.

Ellery's Protest: 
How One Young 
Man Defied 
Tradition and 
Sparked the 
Battle Over 
School Prayer

Stephen 
D. 
Solomo
n

Tells the fascinating personal and legal drama of the 
Schempp case: the family’s struggle against the ugly 
reactions of neighbors, and the impassioned courtroom 
clashes as brilliant lawyers on both sides argued about 
the meaning of religious freedom. But Schempp was 
not the only case challenging religious exercises in the 
schools at the time, and Ellery’s Protest describes the 
race to the Supreme Court among the attorneys for 
four such cases. Solomon also explores the political, 
cultural, and religious roots of the controversy. 

The Bible, The 
School and the 
Constitution: The 
Clash that 
Shaped Modern 
Church-State 
Doctrine

Steven 
K. 
Green

Draws attention to an often overlooked nineteenth 
century that remains relevant to today's church-state 
debate
Offers historical as well as legal perspectives on a 
crucial episode in American history
Extensively documented from primary sources

Freethinkers: A 
History of 
American 
Secularism

Susan 
Jacoby

At a time when the separation of church and state is 
under attack as never before, Freethinkers offers a 
powerful defense of the secularist heritage that gave 
Americans the first government in the world founded 
not on the authority of religion but on the bedrock of 
human reason. In impassioned, elegant prose, 
celebrated author Susan Jacoby traces more than two 
hundred years of secularist activism, beginning with 
the fierce debate over the omission of God from the 
Constitution. Moving from nineteenth-century 
abolitionism and suffragism through the twentieth 
century's civil liberties, civil rights, and feminist 
movements, Freethinkersilluminates the neglected 
achievements of secularists who, allied with tolerant 
believers, have led the battle for reform in the past and 
today.

The Age of 
American 
Unreason

Susan 
Jacoby

A cultural history of the last forty years, The Age of 
American Unreason focuses on the convergence of 
social forces-usually treated as separate entities-that 
has created a perfect storm of anti-rationalism. These 
include the upsurge of religious fundamentalism, with 
more political power today than ever before; the failure 
of public education to create an informed citizenry; and 
the triumph of video over print culture. Sparing neither 
the right nor the left, Jacoby asserts that Americans 
today have embraced a universe of “junk thought” that 
makes almost no effort to separate fact from opinion.

The First 
Freedoms: 
Church and State 
in America to the 
Passage of the 
First Amendment

Thomas 
Curry

Is government forbidden to assist all religions equally, 
as the Supreme Court has held? Or does the First 
Amendment merely ban exclusive aid to one religion, 
as critics of the Court assert? The First Freedoms 
studies the church-state context of colonial and 
revolutionary America to present a bold new reading of 
the historical meaning of the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment. Synthesizing and interpreting a 
wealth of evidence from the founding of Virginia to the 
passage of the Bill of Rights, including everything 
published in America before 1791, Thomas Curry 
traces America's developing ideas on religious liberty 
and offers the most extensive investigation ever of the 
historical origins and background of the First 
Amendment's religion clauses.

The Age of 
Reason

Thomas 
Paine

Of all the tyrannies that affect mankind, tyranny in 
religion is the worst," declared Thomas Paine, adding, 
"every other species of tyranny is limited to the world 
we live in; but this attempts to stride beyond the grave, 
and seeks to pursue us into eternity." Paine's years of 
study and reflection on the role of religion in society 
culminated with his final work, The Age of Reason. 
This coolly reasoned polemic influenced religious 
thinking throughout the world at the dawn of the 
nineteenth century, and its resonance remains 
undiminished by time.
The selfsame humanist and egalitarian views that 
made Paine a popular figure of the American 
Revolution brought him into frequent conflict with 
political authorities. Parts of The Age of Reason were 
written in a French jail, where Paine was confined for 
his opposition to the execution of Louis XVI. An atack 
on revealed religion from the deist point of view — 
embodied by Paine's credo, "I believe in one God, and 
no more" — this work undertakes a hitherto unheard-of 
approach to Bible study. Its critical and objective 
examination of Old and New Testatments cites 
nemerous contradictions as evidence against literal 
interpretations of the text. Well articulated and 
eminently readable, The Age of Reason is a classic of 
free thought.

Founding Faith: 
Providence, 
Politics, and the 
Birth of Religious 
Freedom in 
America

Waldma
n, 
Steven

Waldman lays out the debate between the 
accommodationists and separationists and then details 
the activities and beliefs of the Founding Fathers to 
see who of the contemporary disputants is right. He 
comes down in favor of the separationists, but he is fair 
to each side and helps the student understand the 
nature of the debate and where it comes from. 

The First Liberty, 
Religion and the 
American 
Republic

William 
Lee 
Miller

Though many claim the United States to be a 
"Christian Nation," Miller provides a fascinatingly vivid 
account of the philosophical skirmishes and political 
machinations that led to the "wall of separation" 
between church and state. That famous phrase is 
Jefferson's, though it does not appear in the 
Declaration of Independence nor in the Constitution. 
But Miller follows this seminal idea from three great 
standard-bearers of religious liberty: Jefferson, 
Madison, and Roger Williams. Jefferson, who wrote 
the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, the 
precursor of the First Amendment of the Constitution; 
James Madison, who was politically responsible for 
Virginia's acceptance of religious liberty and who, a 
few years later, helped draft the Bill of Rights; and the 
even earlier figure, the radical dissenter Roger 
Williams, who propounded the idea of religious 
freedom not as a rational secularist but out of a deeply 
held spiritual faith. 

Church and State 
in American 
History, 3rd 
Edition

Wilson, 
John F. 
and 
Donald 
L. 
Drakem
an

Presents chronologically-organized chapters that 
include selections from documents like colonial 
charters, opinions of the Supreme Court and salient 
legislation, along with contemporary commentary, and 
incisive interpretations of the issues by modern 
scholars. Figures as divergent as John Winthrop, John 
F. Kennedy, and Sandra Day O’Connor speak from 
these pages as directly as Paul Blanshard, Leon 
Higginbotham, John Courtney Murray, and Robert 
Bellah. Church and State in American History 
addresses the difficult relationships among the political 
and religious structures of our society and the 
emergence of an American solution to the church-state 
problem.



Title Author Description
Visions of 
Reality- What 
Fundamentalist 
Schools Teach

Albert J. 
Menend
ez

Although a majority of Americans have repeatedly 
shown in referendum elections and opinion polls that 
they oppose tax support for nonpublic schools, 
fundamentalist leaders and their political lobbies are 
putting increasing pressure on Congress and state 
legislatures to compel taxpayers to support sectarian 
private schools through "vouchers" or "tuition tax 
credits," under the deceptive banner of "school 
choice." Albert J. Menendez has carefully examined 
the most widely used history, English, and science 
textbooks in fundamentalist private schools. He 
documents the fact that these schools promote 
prejudice against people of other faiths, distort history, 
derogate our literary heritage, cast science in a bad 
light, and otherwise indoctrinate children with "visions 
of reality" that are incompatible with public tax support.

Religion and the 
Public Schools

Anne 
Marie 
Lofaso

Religion in the Public Schools: A Road Map for 
Avoiding Lawsuits and Respecting Parents’ Legal 
Rights is designed to help. This handy 129-page book, 
written by Associate Professor of Law Anne Marie 
Lofaso of West Virginia University, examines what the 
courts have said about many religion-in-school 
controversies and provides clear, concise answers to 
common questions. Fully referenced and 
footnoted, Religion in the Public Schools is the perfect 
guide for anyone seeking to better navigate the 
intersection between religion and public education.

Why We Still 
Need Public 
Schools

Art Must 
Jr.

Two cornerstones of American democracy - separation 
of church and state, and public schools - are under 
increasing attack. As this collection of essays, written 
by some of America's leading educators, political 
figures, and advocates of religious liberty shows, 
universal public education and the separation of 
church and state are related. The eminent contributors 
to this book argue that we need to defend both 
institutions against increasing onslaughts by the 
Religious Right and other self-proclaimed arbiters of 
societal behavior, who seek to dictate public policy and 
who are labeling the public schools themselves as 
"immoral" institutions. At issue here is not whether 
public schools need to be improved. It is assumed that 
improvement is necessary.

Piety & Politics: 
The Right Wing 
Assault on 
Religious 
Freedom

Barry 
Lynn

In the wake of the 2004 presidential election, the 
Religious Right insisted that George Bush had been 
handed a mandate for an ideology-based social 
agenda, including the passage of a “marriage 
amendment” to ban same-sex unions, diversion of tax 
money to religious groups through “faith-based 
initiatives,” the teaching of creationism in public 
schools, and restrictions on abortion. Led by an 
aggressive band of television preachers and extremist 
radio personalities, the Religious Right set its sights on 
demolishing the wall of separation between church and 
state. The Reverend Barry Lynn is a devout Christian, 
but he argues that politicians need to stop looking to 
the Bible to justify their actions and should consult 
another source instead: the U.S. Constitution. 

First Freedom 
First: A Citizen's 
Guide to 
Protecting 
Religious Liberty 
and Separation of 
Church and State

Barry 
Lynn & 
C. 
Welton 
Gaddy

The United States is the most religiously diverse nation 
in the world, due in large part to the clauses of the First 
Amendment that guarantee freedom for and from 
religion. But as we debate displaying Christmas trees 
at city hall and the Ten Commandments in the 
courthouse, we must ask: in what other ways is our 
religious liberty being compromised. In First Freedom 
First, with clear language and recognizable examples, 
two of the most trusted voices on church-state 
separation address head-on the many areas where 
religion and politics overlap, with consequences for all 
Americans.

The Right to 
Religious Liberty: 
The Basic ACLU 
Guide to 
Religious Rights

Barry 
Lynn, 
Marc D. 
Stern, 
and 
Oliver 
S. 
Thomas

This revised and updated edition of The Right to 
Religious Liberty sets forth an individual’s religious 
rights under present law, offering suggestions as to 
how they can be preserved and protected. (A bit 
dated-1995- but otherwise a good resource)

  Journal of 
Church and State

Baylor 
Universi
ty

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Pray the Gay 
Away: The 
Extraordinary 
Lives of Bible 
Belt Gays

Bernade
tte 
Barton

While some areas of the Unites States have made 
tremendous progress in securing rights for gay people, 
Bible Belt states lag behind. In Pray the Gay Away, 
Bernadette Barton argues that conventions of small 
town life, rules which govern Southern manners, and 
the power wielded by Christian institutions serve as a 
foundation for both passive and active homophobia in 
the Bible Belt. She explores how conservative 
Christian ideology reproduces homophobic attitudes 
and shares how Bible Belt gays negotiate these 
attitudes in their daily lives. Drawing on the remarkable 
stories of Bible Belt gays, Barton brings to the fore 
their thoughts, experiences and hard-won insights to 
explore the front lines of our national culture war over 
marriage, family, hate crimes, and equal rights. 

To Serve God 
and Wal-Mart: 
The Making of 
Christian Free 
Enterprise

Bethany 
Ellen 
Moreton

In the decades after World War II, evangelical 
Christianity nourished America’s devotion to free 
markets, free trade, and free enterprise. The history of 
Wal-Mart uncovers a complex network that united Sun 
Belt entrepreneurs, evangelical employees, Christian 
business students, overseas missionaries, and free-
market activists. Through the stories of people linked 
by the world’s largest corporation, Bethany Moreton 
shows how a Christian service ethos powered 
capitalism at home and abroad.

Moral Minority: 
Our Skeptical 
Founding Fathers

Brooke 
Allen

In her lively refutation of modern claims about 
America's religious origins, Brooke Allen looks back at 
the late eighteenth century and shows decisively that 
the United States was founded not on Christian 
principles at all but on Enlightenment ideas. Moral 
Minority presents a powerful case that the unique legal 
framework the Founding Fathers created was 
designed according to the humanist ideals of 
Enlightenment thinkers: God entered the picture only 
as a very minor player, and Jesus Christ was 
conspicuous by his absence. The guiding spirit of the 
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. 
Constitution, Ms. Allen explains, was not Jesus Christ 
but John Locke. In direct and accessible prose, she 
provides fascinating chapters on the religious lives of 
the six men she considers the key Founding Fathers: 
Franklin, Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, and Hamilton. Far from being the 
conventional pious Christians we too often imagine, 
these men were skeptical intellectuals, in some cases 
not even Christians at all.

The Battle over 
School Prayer: 
How Engel v. 
Vitale Changed 
America

Bruce J. 
Dierenfi
eld

Bruce Dierenfield has written a concise and readable 
guide to the first and still most important case that 
addressed the constitutionality of prayer in public 
schools. The 22-word recitation in a Long Island school 
that was challenged in Engel v. Vitale was hardly 
denominational not even overtly Christian but a handful 
of parents saw it as a violation of the First 
Amendment's proscription again the establishment of 
religion. The case forced the Supreme Court to take a 
stand on Jefferson's "wall of separation" between 
church and state. When it did so, the Court declared 
that by endorsing the prayer recitation no matter how 
brief, non-denominational, or voluntary the Long Island 
school board had unconstitutionally approved the 
establishment of religion in school. Writing with 
impeccable fairness and sensitivity, Dierenfield sets his 
account of the Engel decision in the larger historical 
and political context, citing battles over a wide range of 
religious activities in public schools throughout 
American history. Through interviews with many of the 
participants, he also reveals the large price paid by the 
plaintiffs and their children, who were frequently 
harassed both during and after the trial. 

Religious 
Fundamentalisms 
and the Human 
Rights of Women

C. 
Howlan
d

Dialogue on the conflict between religious 
fundamentalism and women's rights is often stymied 
by an 'all or nothing' approach: fundamentalists claim 
of absolute religious freedom, while some feminists 
dismiss religion entirely as being so imbued with 
patriarchy as to be eternally opposed to women's 
rights. This ignores, though, the experiences of 
religious women who suffer under fundamentalism and 
fight to resist it, perceiving themselves to be at once 
religious and feminist. In Religious Fundamentalisms 
and the Human Rights of Women , Howland provides a 
forum for these different scholars, both religious and 
nonreligious, to meet and seek common ground in their 
fight against fundamentalism. Through an examination 
of international human rights, national law, grass roots 
activism, and theology, this volume explores the acute 
problems that contemporary fundamentalist 
movements pose for women's equality and liberty 
rights.

Liars for Jesus: 
The Religious 
Right's Alternate 
Version of 
American History

Chris 
Rodda

Liars for Jesus debunks many of the historical lies 
invented and used by the Christian nationalist history 
revisionists in their efforts to further their far right 
political agenda and destroy the wall of separation 
between church and state in America. Liars for Jesus 
is not a book about religion. It is a history book, 
presenting and fully documenting the true stories and 
historical facts that are distorted in the "Christian 
nation" pseudo-history promoted by the religious right.

Wrapped in the 
Flag

Claire 
Conner

Claire Conner’s award-winning memoir, Wrapped in 
the Flag (Beacon Press 2013, 2014) weaves her  
intimate personal stories with the history of the 1960s, 
70s, and 80s. She chronicles her parents’ obsession 
with radical right-wing politics embodied in the John 
Birch Society, the most powerful  anti-Communist, anti-
government, populist movement of the 20th century

Nonbeliever 
Nation: The Rise 
of Secular 
Americans

David 
Niose

Today, one in five Americans are nonbelievers―a 
rapidly growing group at a time when traditional 
Christian churches are dwindling in numbers. Still we 
see almost none of them openly serving in elected 
office, while many others continue to loudly proclaim 
the falsehood of America as a Christian nation. David 
Niose calls for nonreligious Americans from all 
backgrounds to step out of the shadows and signal 
their opposition to the long-dominant Religious Right. 
Exploring all the hot-button issues that divide the 
country―from gay marriage to education policy to 
contentious church-state battles―he shows how 
Secular Americans―a group comprised not just of 
atheists and agnostics, but lapsed Catholics, secular 
Jews, and millions of others who have walked away 
from organized religion―are mobilizing and forming 
groups all over the country (even atheist clubs in Bible-
belt high schools) to challenge the exaltation of religion 
in American politics and public life. 

Original Intent: 
Chief Justice 
Rehnquist and 
the Course of 
American 
Church/State 
Relations

Derek 
Davis

Contemporary debate in the area of church/state 
relations centers around the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment: "Congress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of religion [the 
Establishment Clause] or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof [the Free Exercise Clause]." Original Intent is a 
readable and objective summary of the views of Chief 
Justice Rehnquist and an enlightening treatise on the 
future of church/state relations in America.

Roger Williams: 
Prophet of Liberty

Edwin 
C. 
Gaustad

Roger Williams chronicles the life of one of the most 
remarkable forefathers in American history. A true 
revolutionary, this devout Puritan championed Native 
American rights; wrote treatises on equal rights, flag 
desecration, and the separation of church and state; 
established the first American settlement based on 
total religious toleration--and he lived more than a 
century before independence, when America was still a 
vast wilderness! Williams went on to adopt adult 
baptism and founded the first Baptist church in 
America. He became president of Rhode Island colony 
in 1654, served as captain in the defense of 
Providence during King Philip's War, and continued to 
write and preach passionately for religious tolerance 
and Native American rights until his death in 1683.

Proclaim Liberty 
Throughout the 
Land: A History of 
Church and State 
in America

Edwin 
Gaustad

In this volume, one of the most distinguished scholars 
of American religious history traces the complicated 
relationship of church and state from the early colonial 
period, through the unique American experiment in 
religious liberty after the Revolution, to the ongoing 
debate over religious issues in our schools and 
communities. Edwin Gaustad relates entertaining and 
edifying accounts of headline-grabbing court trials 
involving polygamy, witchcraft, and church taxation. He 
quotes moving passages from the speeches and 
writings of American Presidents and Supreme Court 
justices to prove that, to paraphrase Michelangelo, 
"religious liberty is made up of a series of trifles, but 
religious liberty is no trifle."

Faith of the 
Founders: 
Religion and the 
New Nation, 
1776-1826

Edwin 
S. 
Gaustad

Edwin Gaustad provides a careful consideration of the 
developing relationship between religion and the state 
after the American Revolution. With concise focus on 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, 
George Washington, and John Adams, Gaustad 
identifies seven varying―sometimes 
contrary―perspectives on religion that guided the 
nation's founders. Faith of the Founders shows how 
these figures possessed an intuitive understanding of 
religion that helped nourish a young country. This brief 
but insightful book offers a look into the founding 
fathers' genius―and points to a way forward through 
the ideological boundaries that threaten to upend the 
daily doings of American government today.

With God on 
Their Side: How 
Christian 
Fundamentalists 
Trampled 
Science, Policy 
and Democracy 
in George W. 
Bush's White 
House

Esther 
Kaplan

When asked which single issue most affected their 
vote in the last presidential election, more than one in 
five Americans said “moral values”—and 78 percent of 
these voters chose to reelect President George W. 
Bush. As Esther Kaplan shows in her richly detailed 
investigation, it’s no wonder the Christian right voted 
for Bush in droves—their loyal support in 2000 
produced fantastic results. While organizations that 
offer abortion counseling and services or help to 
prevent HIV see their funds cut, church groups receive 
millions in federal dollars to promote sexual abstinence 
and marriage (provided, of course, it is heterosexual). 
Bush has appointed a Christian right dream team to 
the federal courts, dedicated to tearing down what one 
such judge calls “the so-called separation of church 
and state. Religious zeal even shapes Bush’s foreign 
policy, as Christian belief in the end times spurs the 
administration’s support for hard-line policies in Israel.

Evolution vs. 
Creationism

Eugenie 
C. Scott

More than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the 
debate over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.

The Separation 
of Church and 
State: Writings on 
a Fundamental 
Freedom by 
America's 
Founders

Forrest 
Church

A primer of essential writings about one of the 
cornerstones of our democracy by the original authors 
of the Constitution, edited by preeminant liberal 
theologian Forrest Church. Americans will never stop 
debating the question of church-state separation, and 
such debates invariably lead back to the nation’s 
beginnings and the founders’ intent. The Separation of 
Church and State presents a basic collection of the 
founders’ teachings on this topic. This concise primer 
gets past the rhetoric that surrounds the current 
debate, placing the founders’ vivid writings on religious 
liberty in historical perspective. Edited and with running 
commentary by Forrest Church, this important 
collection informs anyone curious about the original 
blueprint for our country and its government.

Separation of 
Church and 
State: Founding 
Principle of 
Religious Liberty

Frank 
Lambert

Frank Lambert tackles the central claims of the 
Religious Right "historians" who insist that America 
was conceived as a "Christian State," that modern-day 
"liberals" and "secularists" have distorted and/or 
ignored the place of religion in American history, and 
that the phrase "the separation of church and state" 
does not appear in any of the founding documents and 
is, therefore, a myth created by the Left. He discusses 
what separates "bad" history from "good" history, and 
concludes that the self-styled "historians" of the 
Religious Right create a "useful past" that enlists the 
nation's founders on behalf of present-day 
conservative religious and political causes. The result 
of a politicized religious history exposes the Religious 
Right "history" as fabrications and half-truths. In fact, 
one of the foundational principles of the Constitution is 
that of separation as the key to safeguarding freedom: 
separation of powers, separation of federal and state 
governments, and separation of church and state.

Religious 
Expression and 
the American 
Constitution

Frankly
n 
Haiman

In the current environment and fervor for “homeland 
security,” personal freedoms in exchange for security 
are coming under more scrutiny. Among these 
guaranteed freedoms are the protection of religious 
expression given by the U.S. Constitution and the 
constitutional prohibitions against behaviors that 
violate the separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.

Eternal Hostility: 
The Struggle 
Between 
Theocracy and 
Democracy

Frederic
k 
Clarkso
n

What is behind the violence against abortion clinics, 
attacks on gays and lesbians and the growing power of 
the religious right? Frederick Clarkson makes it clear 
that beyond the bombers and assassins who 
sometimes make news, is a growing, if not well 
understood, movement that encompasses Pat 
Robertson's Christian Coalition, the Unification Church 
of Sun Myung Moon and the Promise Keepers--the 
lead agency of the so-called Christian men's 
movement. Clarkson exposes the wild card of the 
"theology of vigilantism" which urges the enforcement 
of "God's law" and argues for fundamentalist revolution 
against constitutional democracy. 

Setting the 
Record Straight: 
Response to 
Misconceptions 
About Public 
Education in the 
US

Gerald 
Bracey

Gerald Bracey knows there are three kinds of lies in 
education policy: lies, damned lies, and the statistics 
that reactionary reformers tout as evidence in favor of 
dismantling our public schools. In this second and 
substantially updated edition of the hard-hitting Setting 
the Record Straight, Bracey goes toe-to-toe with the 
opponents of quality public education. You'll learn how 
to discredit them in your own discussions by using the 
very logic and statistical analyses they purport to have 
on their side. In this series of smart, forceful analyses, 
Bracey homes in on specific topics like vouchers, 
school funding, and comparisons to international test 
scores, themes around which agitators have created a 
host of mythological American school failures from the 
flimsiest of evidence. Each essay begins with a 
question you might commonly hear in conversation 
about these alleged shortcomings, to which Bracey 
provides a brief, sound- byte-ready rebuttal. Then he 
follows it up with a full-length explanation, replete with 
statistical data and talking points that fully support his 
assertions-and silence those who would undermine 
education with disinformation.

Not in Our 
Classrooms

Glenn 
Branch 
& 
Eugenie 
C. Scott

Where did the concept of intelligent design originate? 
How does it connect with, and conflict with, various 
religious beliefs? Should we teach the controversy 
itself in our science classrooms? In clear and lively 
essays, a team of experts answers these questions 
and many more, describing the history of the intelligent 
design movement and the lack of scientific support for 
its claims. Most importantly, the contributors—
authorities on the scientific, legal, educational, and 
theological problems of intelligent design-speak 
specifically to teachers and parents about the need to 
defend the integrity of science education by keeping 
intelligent design out of science curriculums. 

Lowering the 
Wall: Religion 
and the Supreme 
Court in the 
1980s

Gregg 
Ivers

Convinced that church-state law under the Supreme 
Court during the 1980s took "a giant-and unwelcome 
step--backward," Gregg Ivers's book explores the 
changing relationship between religion and the state. 
Those looking for a neutral account of this relationship 
should look elsewhere. This book, commissioned by 
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, is a liberal's 
response to use of the courts by "[r]eligious 
conservatives, encouraged by the election of Ronald 
Reagan," to create a "broad wave of conservative 
religious populism" in pursuit of school prayer, financial 
assistance for parochial institutions and equal access 
to public school facilities for student religious clubs.

The Oxford 
Companion to the 
Supreme Court of 
the United States

Hall, 
Kermit L

Not about church and state, but a great resource book 
on the Court.

The Journal of 
Law and Religion

Hamline 
Universi
ty Law 
School

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Religion on Trial: 
How Supreme 
Court Trends 
Threaten 
Freedom of 
Conscience in 
America

Hammo
nd, 
Philip 
E., 
David 
W. 
Machac
ek and 
Eric 
Michael 
Mazur

A powerful indictment of the current Supreme Court, 
arguing the regressive justices are not faithful to the 
Constitution and thereby endanger religious freedom.

The Godless 
Constitution: The 
Case Against 
Religious 
Correctness

Isaac 
Krammi
k & R. 
Lawrenc
e Moore

The Godless Constitution is an urgent and timely 
reexamination of the roots of church-state separation 
in American politics - and a ringing refutation of the 
misguided claims of the religious right. In this important 
polemic two distinguished scholars of American 
political ideas and religion refute this dangerous 
attempt to introduce what they term "religious 
correctness" into our politics, by reminding us that the 
absence of any mention of God in the Constitution was 
a conscious action on the framers' part, intended to 
prevent the bloody religious controversies that so 
marked European history. They also emphasize that 
church-state separation was seen as a guarantee of - 
not a hindrance to - religions liberty. Fully respecting 
the importance of religion in the public sphere, yet 
forthright in defining proper limits, The Godless 
Constitution offers a bracing return to the first 
principles of American democracy - and a guide to 
keeping them intact in the forthcoming presidential 
campaign.

Holy Hullabaloos: 
A Road Trip to 
the Battlegrounds 
of the Church-
State Wars

J. D. 
Wexler

After ten years spent riddling over the intricacies of 
church/state law from the ivory tower, law professor 
Jay Wexler decided it was high time to hit the road to 
learn what really happened in some of the most 
controversial Supreme Court cases involving this hot-
button issue. In Holy Hullabaloos, he takes us along for 
the ride, crossing the country to meet the people and 
visit the places responsible for landmark decisions in 
recent judicial history, from a high school football field 
where fans once recited prayers before kickoff to a 
Santeria church notorious for animal sacrifice, from a 
publicly funded Muslim school to a creationist 
museum. Wexler's no-holds-barred approach to 
investigating famous church/state brouhahas is as 
funny as it is informative.

Far Right 
Fantasy: A 
Sociology of 
American 
Religion and 
Politics

James 
Aho

Far-Right Fantasy is a straight-forward, jargon-free 
study of contemporary American right-wing extremism. 
The book addresses the strengths and weaknesses of 
the standard psycho-social-cultural explanations of far-
right activism. It shows how extremists are similar 
educationally and psychologically to their more 
conventional neighbors; that they get into the 
movement in the same way that others become peace 
activists or radical environmentalists, namely, through 
their ties with fellow workers and church-goers, family 
members, and classmates; and that their views are 
given a patina of certainty by being repeatedly 
corroborated within closed, non-contaminated 
communication systems. 

Religion and the 
State: Essays in 
Honor of Leo 
Pfeffer

James 
E. Wood 
Jr.

These essays examine major themes affecting religion 
and the state in a free society and the interaction of 
religion and world order. While concern is given to the 
historical and judicial context of the Establishment and 
Free Exercise Clauses of the First Amendment, special 
attention is given to contemporary church-state 
problems in American life. In addition, the volume 
analyzes alternatives to church-state relations outside 
the United States and freedom of religion in the 
international advance of human rights.

Supreme 
Conflict: The 
Inside Story of 
the Struggle for 
Control of the 
United States 
Supreme Court

Jan 
Crawfor
d 
Greenb
urg

Drawing on unprecedented access to the Supreme 
Court justices themselves and their inner circles, 
acclaimed ABC News legal correspondent Jan 
Crawford Greenburg offers an explosive newsbreaking 
account of one of the most momentous political 
watersheds in American history. From the series of 
Republican nominations that proved deeply frustrating 
to conservatives to the decades of bruising battles that 
led to the rise of Justices Roberts and Alito, this is the 
authoritative story of the conservative effort to shift the 
direction of the high court—a revelatory look at one of 
the central fronts of America's culture wars by one of 
the most widely respected experts on the subject.

The Nine: Inside 
the Secret World 
of the Supreme 
Court

Jeffrey 
Toobin

In The Nine, acclaimed journalist Jeffrey Toobin takes 
us into the chambers of the most important—and 
secret—legal body in our country, the Supreme Court, 
revealing the complex dynamic among the nine people 
who decide the law of the land. An institution at a 
moment of transition, the Court now stands at a crucial 
point, with major changes in store on such issues as 
abortion, civil rights, and church-state relations. Based 
on exclusive interviews with the justices and with a 
keen sense of the Court’s history and the trajectory of 
its future, Jeffrey Toobin creates in The Nine a riveting 
story of one of the most important forces in American 
life today. (2008)

Roger Williams 
and the Creation 
of the American 
Soul: Church, 
State and the 
Birth of Liberty

John M. 
Barry

For four hundred years, Americans have wrestled with 
and fought over two concepts that define the nature of 
the nation: the proper relation between church and 
state and between a free individual and the state. 
These debates began with the extraordinary thought 
and struggles of Roger Williams, who had an 
unparalleled understanding of the conflict between a 
government that justified itself by "reason of state"-i.e. 
national security-and its perceived "will of God" and the 
"ancient rights and liberties" of individuals. Acclaimed 
historian John M. Barry explores the development of 
these fundamental ideas through the story of the man 
who was the first to link religious freedom to individual 
liberty, and who created in America the first 
government and society on earth informed by those 
beliefs. 

Religious Liberty 
and the Secular 
State

John M. 
Swomle
y

This book exposes the Supreme Court's erosion of the 
Establishment Clause while emphasizing the Free 
Exercise Clause. Swomley also explores civil religion, 
secular humanism, and the current counter-revolution 
against separation of church and state led by some 
religious and political conservatives who would profit 
from government aid. He also lists the benefits 
churches would realize under a secular government.

Religion and the 
American 
Constitutional 
Experiment: 
Essential Rights 
and Liberties

John 
Witte, 
Jr.

The third edition of this classic book provides a 
comprehensive, multidisciplinary overview of the 
history, theory, law, and comparative analysis of 
American religious liberty from the earliest colonial 
period through the most recent Supreme Court cases. 
The authors present balanced, accessible discussions 
of controversial issues, such as funding religious 
schools and charities and displaying religious symbols 
on government property. 

The Last 
Freedom: 
Religion from the 
Public School to 
the Public Square

Joseph 
P.Vitterit
i

The presidency of George W. Bush has polarized the 
church-state debate as never before. The Far Right 
has been emboldened to use religion to govern, while 
the Far Left has redoubled its efforts to evict religion 
from public life entirely. In The Last Freedom, Joseph 
Viteritti argues that there is a basic tension between 
religion and democracy because religion often rejects 
compromise as a matter of principle while democracy 
requires compromise to thrive. Viteritti argues that 
Americans must guard against debasing politics with 
either antireligious bigotry or religious zealotry. 
Drawing on politics, history, and law, he defines a new 
approach to the church-state question that protects the 
religious and the secular alike. Challenging much 
conventional opinion, Viteritti argues that the courts 
have failed to adequately protect religious minorities, 
that the rights of the religious are under greater threat 
than those of the secular, and that democracy exacts 
greater compromises and sacrifices from the religious 
than it does from the secular.

The Good News 
Club: The 
Christian Right's 
Stealth Assault 
on America's 
Children

Katherin
e 
Stewart

In 2009, the Good News Club came to the public 
elementary school where journalist Katherine Stewart 
sent her children. The Club, which is sponsored by the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, bills itself as an after-
school program of “Bible study.” But Stewart soon 
discovered that the Club’s real mission is to convert 
children to fundamentalist Christianity and encourage 
them to proselytize to their “unchurched” peers, all the 
while promoting the natural but false impression 
among the children that its activities are endorsed by 
the school. Astonished to discover that the U.S. 
Supreme Court has deemed this—and other forms of 
religious activity in public schools—legal, Stewart set 
off on an investigative journey to dozens of cities and 
towns across the nation to document the impact. In this 
book she demonstrates that there is more religion in 
America’s public schools today than there has been for 
the past 100 years. The movement driving this agenda 
is stealthy. It is aggressive. It has our children in its 
sights. And its ultimate aim is to destroy the system of 
public education as we know it.

American 
Theocracy: The 
Peril and Politics 
of Radical 
Religion, Oil, and 
Borrowed Money 
in the 21st 
Century

Kevin 
Phillips

Phillips takes an uncompromising view of the current 
age of global overreach, fundamentalist religion, 
diminishing resources, and ballooning debt under the 
GOP majority. With an eye to the past and a searing 
vision of the future, Phillips confirms what too many 
Americans are still unwilling to admit about the depth 
of our misgovernment.

The 
Fundamentals of 
Extremism: The 
Christian Right in 
America

Kimberl
y Blaker

The politics, educational policies, and social values 
perpetuated by Christian fundamentalists are exposed 
in this critical perspective on the religious right's role in 
American society. Statistics and studies of the 
movement are offered that provide insight into the 
causes and characteristics of fundamentalism and its 
effects on minority groups including women, children, 
African Americans, gays, and lesbians. Essays from a 
variety of authors consider the path to theocracy, the 
effect of the theology of inerrancy on politics, and the 
state of fundamentalism in the United States after the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Creationism on 
Trial: Evolution 
and God at Little 
Rock

Langdo
n Gilkey

Creationism on Trial is Gilkey's blow-by-blow account 
of his experiences as a witness for the ACLU at the 
1981 creationist trial in Little Rock, AR.

The Devil in 
Dover: An 
Insider's Story of 
Dogma v. Darwin 
in Small Town 
America

Lauri 
Lebo

Local newspaper reporter Lauri Lebo was handed the 
story of a lifetime when the Dover (Pennsylvania) 
School Board adopted a measure to require its ninth-
grade biology students to learn about intelligent 
design. In a case that recalled the famed 1925 Scopes 
“monkey” trial and made international headlines, 
eleven parents sued the school board. When the case 
wound up in federal court before a George W. Bush–
appointed judge, Lebo had a front-row seat. Lebo 
skillfully probes the compelling background of the 
case, introducing us to the plaintiffs, the defendants, 
the lawyers, and a parade of witnesses, along with 
Judge John E. Jones, who would eventually condemn 
the school board’s decision as one of “breathtaking 
inanity.” With the antievolution battle having moved to 
the state level—and the recent passage of state 
legislation that protects the right of schools to teach 
alternatives to evolution—the story will continue to be 
relevant for years to come.

Religion, State 
and the Burger 
Court

Leo 
Pfeffer

In Religion, State and the Burger Court, Leo Pfeffer, 
the leading authority on church/state law, presents a 
trenchant analysis of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court under Chief Justice Warren E. Burger, focusing 
on the Court's interpretation of the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments. These amendments that guarantee the 
separation of church and state and the free exercise of 
religion are fundamental to the unique character of 
democracy as it exists in the United States. However, 
the distinction between affairs of state and the 
concerns of organized religion has become blurred.

The 
Establishment 
Clause, Religion 
and the First 
Amendment

Leonard 
W. Levy

Leonard Levy's classic work examines the 
circumstances that led to the writing of the 
establishment clause of the First Amendment: 
'Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion. . . .' He argues that, contrary 
to popular belief, the framers of the Constitution 
intended to prohibit government aid to religion even on 
an impartial basis. He thus refutes the view of 
'nonpreferentialists,' who interpret the clause as 
allowing such aid provided that the assistance is not 
restricted to a preferred church. For this new edition, 
Levy has added to his original arguments and 
incorporated much new material, including an analysis 
of Jefferson's ideas on the relationship between church 
and state and a discussion of the establishment clause 
cases brought before the Supreme Court since the 
book was originally published in 1986.

God vs The 
Gavel: Religion 
and the Rule of 
Law

Marci 
Hamilto
n

God vs. the Gavel challenges the pervasive 
assumption that all religious conduct deserves 
constitutional protection. While religious conduct 
provides many benefits to society, it is not always 
benign. The thesis of the book is that anyone who 
harms another person should be governed by the laws 
that govern everyone else - and truth be told, religion is 
capable of great harm.

The Search for 
Christian America

Mark 
Noll., 
Nathan 
O. 
Hatch 
and 
George 
M. 
Marsde
n

The Search for Christian America" explores key 
questions raised by the movement asserting the 
Christian heritage of the U.S. and calling for its 
recovery. Through careful historical and contemporary 
analysis, the authors address such issues as: how 
much Christian action is required to make a whole 
society Christian; Puritan New England as case study; 
Christian principles vs. baptised ideology in the 
Revolutionary period; the stumbling block of incorrect 
views of America's history for effective Christian 
involvement in critical public issues; the relationship of 
Christian convictions to political or social agendas; 
learning to think historically as a guard against 
shortsighted or simplistic approaches.

The Myth of 
Christian 
America: What 
You Need to 
Know About the 
Separation of 
Church and State

Mark 
Weldon 
Whitten

Written in an accessible, popular style, Whitten 
provides sound scholarship in defense of the 
exposition of constitutional church-state separation.

Liberty and 
Conscience

Martha 
Nussba
um

The respect for religious difference has formed the 
bedrock of our nation and made equality possible. Yet 
today we are told that “moral values”—code for a 
government shaped by religious concerns—must be 
the keystone of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.

A Wall of 
Separation? 
Debating the 
Public Role of 
Religion

Mary C. 
Segers 
& Ted 
G. Jelen

Should the wall of separation between church and 
state be permeable or inviolable? This question has 
been hotly contested since the nation's founding and 
contentious debates persist today. With a collection of 
the most significant documents and an introduction by 
Clarke E. Cochran that provides the historical context 
of the debate, prominent scholars Mary Segers and 
Ted Jelen debate the impact of organized religion on 
the democratic process, examine its influence on 
political discourse, and discuss its significance for the 
creation of public policy. The authors illuminate the 
constitutional implications of using religion to cultivate 
public morality and discuss the complexities of creating 
a civic-minded citizenry in a pluralistic society.

Religious 
Freedom and the 
Supreme Court

Melissa 
Rogers, 
and 
Steven 
K. 
Green

A completely recast, updated, version of Robert T. 
Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward Benevolent 
Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme Court, 
listed belowA completely recast, updated, version of 
Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward 
Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme 
Court, listed belowA completely recast, updated, 
version of Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, 
Toward Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the 
Supreme Court, listed below

That's Not What 
They Meant! 
Reclaiming 
America's 
Founding Fathers 
from the Right 
Wing

Michael 
Austin

 In That's Not What They Meant! Professor Michael 
Austin examines dozens of books, articles, speeches, 
and radio broadcasts by such figures as Glenn Beck, 
Mark Levin, Sean Hannity, Larry Schweikart, and 
David Barton to expose the deep historical flaws in 
their use of America's founding history. In contrast to 
their misleading method of citing proof texts to serve a 
narrow agenda, Austin allows the Founding Fathers to 
speak for themselves, situating all quotations in the 
proper historical context. What emerges is a true 
historical picture of men who often disagreed with one 
another on such crucial issues as federal power, 
judicial review, and the separation of church and state. 
As Austin shows, the real legacy of the Founding 
Fathers to us is a political process: a system of 
disagreement, debate, and compromise that has kept 
democracy vibrant in America for more than two 
hundred years. Austin's carefully researched and 
rigorously argued book is essential reading for anyone 
seeking the accurate historical background to many of 
the hot-button political debates of today.

The Religious 
Roots of the First 
Amendment: 
Dissenting 
Protestants and 
the Separation of 
Church and State

Nichola
s P. 
Miller

Traditional understandings of the genesis of the 
separation of church and state rest on assumptions 
about "Enlightenment" and the republican ethos of 
citizenship. In The Religious Roots of the First 
Amendment, Nicholas P. Miller does not seek to 
dislodge that interpretation but to augment and enrich 
it by recovering its cultural and discursive religious 
contexts--specifically the discourse of Protestant 
dissent. He argues that commitments by certain 
dissenting Protestants to the right of private judgment 
in matters of Biblical interpretation, an outgrowth of the 
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, helped 
promote religious disestablishment in the early modern 
West. Miller shows that the separation of church and 
state can be read, most persuasively, as the triumph of 
a particular strand of Protestant nonconformity-that 
which stretched back to the Puritan separatist and the 
Restoration sects, rather than to those, like 
Presbyterians, who sought to replace the "wrong" 
church establishment with their own, "right" one. 

The Creator in 
the Courtroom: 
"Scopes II": The 
1981 Arkansas 
Creation-
Evolution Trial

Norman 
Geisler

Written by a creationist, this book is an account of the 
Scopes trial from that perspective, and argues that the 
judge in the case was prejudiced agains creationism 
from the very beginning. 

Storm Center: 
The Supreme 
Court in 
American Politics

O’Brien, 
David M

A terrific introduction to the history and particularly the 
workings of the Supreme Court, although it has very 
little specifically about church and state

God on Trial: 
Dispatches from 
America's 
Religious 
Battlefields

Peter 
Irons

Over the past two decades, federal courts have 
become contentious battlefields in America's growing 
religious wars. Since 1989, five momentous court 
cases have divided communities and the nation. Peter 
Irons, a noted constitutional scholar, lawyer, and author 
of the bestselling May It Please the Court, delivers a 
compelling narrative accompanied by first-person 
accounts from both sides of the fight in these historic 
cases. 

Living the 
Secular Life

Phil 
Zucker
man

Drawing on innovative sociological research, Living the 
Secular Life illuminates this demographic shift with the 
moral convictions that govern secular individuals, 
offering crucial information for the religious and 
nonreligious alike. Living the Secular Life reveals that, 
despite opinions to the contrary, nonreligious 
Americans possess a unique moral code that allows 
them to effectively navigate the complexities of modern 
life. Spiritual self-reliance, clear-eyed pragmatism, and 
an abiding faith in the Golden Rule to adjudicate moral 
decisions: these common principles are shared across 
secular society. Living the Secular Life demonstrates 
these principles in action and points to their usage 
throughout daily life.

Thy Kingdom 
Come: How the 
Religious Right 
Distorts Faith and 
Threatens 
America

Randall 
Balmer

For much of American history, evangelicalism was 
aligned with progressive political causes-the abolition 
of slavery, universal suffrage, and public education. 
But contemporary conservative activists have 
defaulted on this majestic legacy, embracing instead 
an agenda virtually indistinguishable from the 
Republican Party platform. How has evangelical 
Christianity become so entrenched in partisan politics? 
Randall Balmer, an evangelical Christian and a 
historian of American religion, deftly combines 
ethnographic research, theological reflections, and 
historical context to examine the nature of the 
Religious Right today-and offers a rallying cry for 
liberal Christians to reclaim the noble traditions of their 
faith.

First Freedom: 
The Fight for 
Religious Liberty

Randall 
Balmer, 
Lee 
Grogerg 
& Mark 
Mabry

In the sweltering summer of 1789, James Madison 
penned sixteen words in spare prose that became the 
First Amendment to the United States Constitution. 
Herein the founding fathers of a young government 
pledged separation of church and state, thus 
guaranteeing religious freedom for its citizens and 
establishing a free marketplace for religion in the 
United States. Utterly unprecedented in Western 
history, this construction of a government without the 
interlocking authority of religion set a new course for 
faith and politics and has produced a vibrant religious 
culture unmatched anywhere in the world. First 
Freedom details the progression of religious liberty 
from pilgrims and Puritans to the creation of the Bill of 
Rights and how it shaped a new nation. 

Close Encounters 
with the Religious 
Right: Journeys 
into the Twilight 
Zone of Religion 
and Politics

Rob 
Boston

What does Pat Robertson's Christian Coalition really 
want? What secret agenda lies behind radio counselor 
James Dobson's Focus on the Family? Who are the 
Promise Keepers and what are their ultimate goals? 
Why do so many leaders of the religious right engage 
in gay bashing? What would these groups do to our 
public school system, or to our government, if they 
were in power? Close Encounters with the Religious 
Right takes you behind the scenes to answer these 
questions and gives the reader a rare glimpse of a 
world the average American may not even realize 
exists.

James Madison 
on Religious 
Liberty

Robert 
Alley

This long-overdue volume is the only one of its kind 
containing all of Madison's religious writings, as well as 
new contributions by leading scholars. Madison's 
writings assume even more importance to thoughtful 
Americans as the Supreme Court continues to decide 
issues of school prayer, and as the Moral Majority tries 
to desecularize American public and private life. 
Imagine an America without the Bill of Rights, without 
the Constitution. This image of our nation, existing 
without these two foundations of freedom, justice, and 
inquiry, assaults the imagination, for these two 
documents are the fuel that runs the republic. What is 
even more remarkable is that their primary author was 
one man - James Madison.

The Most 
Dangerous Man 
in America? 

Robert 
Boston

Televangelist Pat Robertson has built one of the most 
powerful religious-political movements in American 
history. His Christian Coalition - with its '700 Club' 
broadcasting fundamentalism tinged with right-wing 
politics to an audience of millions, its American Center 
for Law and Justice legal action group attempting to 
impose far-right Christian ideas via the courts, and the 
growing number of graduates from its Regents 
University - wields a mighty sword within the 
Republican party in at least 25 states while GOP 
national leaders and presidential hopefuls court its 
favour. Despite his power, many Americans are not 
aware of Robertson's extreme political views or his 
goals for the United States. This book examines the 
role Robertson plays in contemporary politics and his 
efforts to influence American society through his 
various political organisations, businesses, and 
broadcast empire.

Why the 
Religious Right is 
Wrong about 
Separation of 
Church and State

Robert 
Boston

Award-winning journalist Robert Boston lambastes the 
zealots of the Religious Right for spreading 
misinformation about the constitutional principle of the 
separation of church and state. Boston reveals how a 
band of ultraconservative religious groups with a 
political agenda - led primarily by televangelist Pat 
Robertson - is conducting a systematic war aginst the 
separation of church and state. The tactics of these 
groups are designed to exploit unfounded fears and 
turn the American people against the separationist 
principle. To expose the Religious Right's blatant 
distortions of U.S. history and correct its skewed 
analysis of legal rulings, Boston objectively reviews the 
evolution of church/state relations in the United States 
and looks at how the separation principle has been 
applied by the courts. He also examines efforts by 
sectarian groups to win government support for their 
schools, the school prayer issue, the history of the free 
exercise of religion, and the controversial role of 
religion in the public square.

Queering 
Christianity: 
Finding a Place 
at the Table for 
LGBTQI 
Christians

Robert 
E. 
Shore-
Goss et. 
Al.

Through essays by noted lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer or questioning, and intersex 
(LGBTQI) religion scholars, this important compilation 
summarizes the history and current status of LGBTQI 
theology, exploring its relationship to the policies, 
practices, and theology of traditional Christianity. 
Contributors contrast the "radically inclusive" thinking 
of LGBTQI theology with the "exclusivity" practiced by 
many Christian churches, explaining the reasoning of 
each and clarifying contentious issues. At the same 
time, the book highlights ways in which "queer" 
theology and practice benefit Christian congregations. 
Writing from the perspective of grassroots Christian 
LGBTQI movements, many of the contributors draw 
upon their own experiences. Equally important, the 
work creates the basis for dialogue between traditional 
churches and followers of LGBTQI theology, offering 
practical suggestions for Christian congregations that 
wish to put aside exclusionary policies and practices.

Toward 
Benevolent 
Neutrality: 
Church, State, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Robert 
Miller. 
and 
Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

Presents the text of virtually every significant Supreme 
Court decision concerning religious freedom and 
separation of church and state. Also included are 
essays interpreting the historical background and legal 
issues involved in each case, beginning with the 
principal events leading to the adoption of the First 
Amendment.

Without a Prayer: 
Religious 
Expression in 
Public Schools

Robert 
S. Alley

This is the first thorough examination of school prayer 
to bring together the experiences of parents and 
children involved in contesting public school 
sanctioned prayer and Bible reading. Alley explores the 
way in which terms like "nonpreferentialism," 
"toleration" and "accommodation" are being used to 
hide violations of the First Amendment. Personal 
interviews were conducted with those involved in 
seven prominent cases. Each story challenges 
communities that impose the mores and cultural 
patterns of religion on their public schools. The result, 
in most instances, has been angry protests as well as 
threats against parents and children, and/or property 
damage.

Red State 
Religion: Faith 
and Politics in 
America's 
Heartland

Robert 
Wuthno
w

In Red State Religion, Robert Wuthnow tells the story 
of religiously motivated political activism in Kansas 
from territorial days to the present. He examines how 
faith mixed with politics as both ordinary Kansans and 
leaders such as John Brown, Carrie Nation, William 
Allen White, and Dwight Eisenhower struggled over the 
pivotal issues of their times, from slavery and 
Prohibition to populism and anti-communism. Beyond 
providing surprising new explanations of why Kansas 
became a conservative stronghold, the book sheds 
new light on the role of religion in red states across the 
Midwest and the United States. Contrary to recent 
influential accounts, Wuthnow argues that Kansas 
conservatism is largely pragmatic, not ideological, and 
that religion in the state has less to do with politics and 
contentious moral activism than with relationships 
between neighbors, friends, and fellow churchgoers. 

The Necessity of 
Secularism

Ronald 
A. 
Lindsey

For the first time in human history, a significant 
percentage of the world’s population no longer 
believes in God. This is especially true in developed 
nations, where in some societies nonbelievers now 
outnumber believers. Unless religion collapses 
completely, or undergoes a remarkable resurgence, 
countries across the globe must learn to carefully and 
effectively manage this societal mix of religious and 
irreligious. For in a world already deeply riven by 
sectarian conflict, this unprecedented demographic 
shift presents yet another challenge to humanity. 
Writing in an engaging, accessible style, philosopher 
and lawyer Ronald A. Lindsay develops a tightly 
crafted argument for secularism—specifically, that in a 
religiously pluralistic society, a robust, thoroughgoing 
secularism is the only reliable means of preserving 
meaningful democracy and rights of conscience.

To Defend the 
Constitution: 
Religion, 
Conscientious 
Objection, 
Naturalization, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

The story of people who were denied citizenship 
because they were conscientious objectors to war and 
how they fought their battles in the Supreme Court.

That Godless 
Court? Supreme 
Court Decisions 
on Church-State 
Relationships

Ronald 
Flowers

The "religious clause" of the First Amendment, 
seemingly simple and clear, has been and continues to 
be controversial in its application. In this book, Flowers 
explains the Court's thinking, clarifying for readers the 
decisions that have been built on or that have altered 
previous positions.

The Majesty of 
the Law: 
Reflections of a 
Supreme Court 
Justice

Sandra 
Day 
O'Conn
or

Not about church and state, but a readable introduction 
to the Supreme Court, its procedures and some of the 
issues it faces. 

God's Profits: 
Faith, Fraud and 
the Republican 
Crusade for 
Values Voters

Sarah 
Posner

Keenly observed and meticulously reported, "God's 
Profits" examines the unholy alliance between a new 
breed of corrupt televangelists and the Republican 
Party, which is eagerly courting "values voters" in the 
nation's largest megachurches. Author Sarah Posner 
exposes the activities of Kenneth Copeland, John 
Hagee, Rod Parsley, T.D. Jakes, and other politically 
connected, skillfully marketed, and increasingly 
influential religious leaders. Preaching the "prosperity 
gospel"???the notion that faith and tithing alone can 
ensure financial security???both in their churches and 
over the airwaves, these charismatic leaders scam the 
gullible even as they enjoy unprecedented access to 
top Bush Administration officials. 

Sexual 
Orientation and 
Human Rights in 
American 
Religious 
Discourse

Saul M. 
Olyan & 
Martha 
C. 
Nussba
um

Sexual orientation is a topic of intense debate within 
America's religious traditions. These discussions have 
had a significant impact on the formation of public 
policy, as speakers who locate themselves squarely 
within religious traditions have articulated positions on 
both sides in recent arguments concerning gays in the 
military, civil rights protections for gays and lesbians, 
gay marriage, parenting and foster parenting, and 
benefits for partners of gay and lesbian employees of 
major corporations and institutions. This volume, which 
stems from a 1995 conference at Brown University, 
aims to promote both academic and public 
understanding of the different positions that exist on 
sexual orientation and its public policy dimensions 
within four major American religious traditions. Writers 
from within the Jewish community, the Roman Catholic 
church, Mainline Protestant churches, and African-
American churches explore the history and tradition of 
their communities on same-sex orientation, discuss the 
moral stance they advocate, and consider the legal 
and public policy implications of that stance. For each 
of these traditions, two opposing views are 
represented, and a respondent frames the issue in a 
larger context. The book concludes with essays by 
Michael McConnell and Andrew Koppelman exploring 
how our society might find a modus vivendi in a state 
position of neutrality on the moral status of 
homosexuality.

Attack of the 
Theocrats! How 
the Religious 
Right Harms Us 
All- And What We 
Can Do About It

Sean 
Fairclot
h

At no time in American history has the United States 
had such a high percentage of theocratic members of 
Congress--those who expressly endorse religious bias 
in law. Just as ominously, at no other time have 
religious fundamentalists effectively had veto power 
over one of the country's two major political parties. As 
Sean Faircloth argues, this has led to the crumbling of 
the country's most cherished founding principle--the 
wall separating church and state--and presages even 
more crumbling.

Ellery's Protest: 
How One Young 
Man Defied 
Tradition and 
Sparked the 
Battle Over 
School Prayer

Stephen 
D. 
Solomo
n

Tells the fascinating personal and legal drama of the 
Schempp case: the family’s struggle against the ugly 
reactions of neighbors, and the impassioned courtroom 
clashes as brilliant lawyers on both sides argued about 
the meaning of religious freedom. But Schempp was 
not the only case challenging religious exercises in the 
schools at the time, and Ellery’s Protest describes the 
race to the Supreme Court among the attorneys for 
four such cases. Solomon also explores the political, 
cultural, and religious roots of the controversy. 

The Bible, The 
School and the 
Constitution: The 
Clash that 
Shaped Modern 
Church-State 
Doctrine

Steven 
K. 
Green

Draws attention to an often overlooked nineteenth 
century that remains relevant to today's church-state 
debate
Offers historical as well as legal perspectives on a 
crucial episode in American history
Extensively documented from primary sources

Freethinkers: A 
History of 
American 
Secularism

Susan 
Jacoby

At a time when the separation of church and state is 
under attack as never before, Freethinkers offers a 
powerful defense of the secularist heritage that gave 
Americans the first government in the world founded 
not on the authority of religion but on the bedrock of 
human reason. In impassioned, elegant prose, 
celebrated author Susan Jacoby traces more than two 
hundred years of secularist activism, beginning with 
the fierce debate over the omission of God from the 
Constitution. Moving from nineteenth-century 
abolitionism and suffragism through the twentieth 
century's civil liberties, civil rights, and feminist 
movements, Freethinkersilluminates the neglected 
achievements of secularists who, allied with tolerant 
believers, have led the battle for reform in the past and 
today.

The Age of 
American 
Unreason

Susan 
Jacoby

A cultural history of the last forty years, The Age of 
American Unreason focuses on the convergence of 
social forces-usually treated as separate entities-that 
has created a perfect storm of anti-rationalism. These 
include the upsurge of religious fundamentalism, with 
more political power today than ever before; the failure 
of public education to create an informed citizenry; and 
the triumph of video over print culture. Sparing neither 
the right nor the left, Jacoby asserts that Americans 
today have embraced a universe of “junk thought” that 
makes almost no effort to separate fact from opinion.

The First 
Freedoms: 
Church and State 
in America to the 
Passage of the 
First Amendment

Thomas 
Curry

Is government forbidden to assist all religions equally, 
as the Supreme Court has held? Or does the First 
Amendment merely ban exclusive aid to one religion, 
as critics of the Court assert? The First Freedoms 
studies the church-state context of colonial and 
revolutionary America to present a bold new reading of 
the historical meaning of the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment. Synthesizing and interpreting a 
wealth of evidence from the founding of Virginia to the 
passage of the Bill of Rights, including everything 
published in America before 1791, Thomas Curry 
traces America's developing ideas on religious liberty 
and offers the most extensive investigation ever of the 
historical origins and background of the First 
Amendment's religion clauses.

The Age of 
Reason

Thomas 
Paine

Of all the tyrannies that affect mankind, tyranny in 
religion is the worst," declared Thomas Paine, adding, 
"every other species of tyranny is limited to the world 
we live in; but this attempts to stride beyond the grave, 
and seeks to pursue us into eternity." Paine's years of 
study and reflection on the role of religion in society 
culminated with his final work, The Age of Reason. 
This coolly reasoned polemic influenced religious 
thinking throughout the world at the dawn of the 
nineteenth century, and its resonance remains 
undiminished by time.
The selfsame humanist and egalitarian views that 
made Paine a popular figure of the American 
Revolution brought him into frequent conflict with 
political authorities. Parts of The Age of Reason were 
written in a French jail, where Paine was confined for 
his opposition to the execution of Louis XVI. An atack 
on revealed religion from the deist point of view — 
embodied by Paine's credo, "I believe in one God, and 
no more" — this work undertakes a hitherto unheard-of 
approach to Bible study. Its critical and objective 
examination of Old and New Testatments cites 
nemerous contradictions as evidence against literal 
interpretations of the text. Well articulated and 
eminently readable, The Age of Reason is a classic of 
free thought.

Founding Faith: 
Providence, 
Politics, and the 
Birth of Religious 
Freedom in 
America

Waldma
n, 
Steven

Waldman lays out the debate between the 
accommodationists and separationists and then details 
the activities and beliefs of the Founding Fathers to 
see who of the contemporary disputants is right. He 
comes down in favor of the separationists, but he is fair 
to each side and helps the student understand the 
nature of the debate and where it comes from. 

The First Liberty, 
Religion and the 
American 
Republic

William 
Lee 
Miller

Though many claim the United States to be a 
"Christian Nation," Miller provides a fascinatingly vivid 
account of the philosophical skirmishes and political 
machinations that led to the "wall of separation" 
between church and state. That famous phrase is 
Jefferson's, though it does not appear in the 
Declaration of Independence nor in the Constitution. 
But Miller follows this seminal idea from three great 
standard-bearers of religious liberty: Jefferson, 
Madison, and Roger Williams. Jefferson, who wrote 
the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, the 
precursor of the First Amendment of the Constitution; 
James Madison, who was politically responsible for 
Virginia's acceptance of religious liberty and who, a 
few years later, helped draft the Bill of Rights; and the 
even earlier figure, the radical dissenter Roger 
Williams, who propounded the idea of religious 
freedom not as a rational secularist but out of a deeply 
held spiritual faith. 

Church and State 
in American 
History, 3rd 
Edition

Wilson, 
John F. 
and 
Donald 
L. 
Drakem
an

Presents chronologically-organized chapters that 
include selections from documents like colonial 
charters, opinions of the Supreme Court and salient 
legislation, along with contemporary commentary, and 
incisive interpretations of the issues by modern 
scholars. Figures as divergent as John Winthrop, John 
F. Kennedy, and Sandra Day O’Connor speak from 
these pages as directly as Paul Blanshard, Leon 
Higginbotham, John Courtney Murray, and Robert 
Bellah. Church and State in American History 
addresses the difficult relationships among the political 
and religious structures of our society and the 
emergence of an American solution to the church-state 
problem.



Title Author Description
Visions of 
Reality- What 
Fundamentalist 
Schools Teach

Albert J. 
Menend
ez

Although a majority of Americans have repeatedly 
shown in referendum elections and opinion polls that 
they oppose tax support for nonpublic schools, 
fundamentalist leaders and their political lobbies are 
putting increasing pressure on Congress and state 
legislatures to compel taxpayers to support sectarian 
private schools through "vouchers" or "tuition tax 
credits," under the deceptive banner of "school 
choice." Albert J. Menendez has carefully examined 
the most widely used history, English, and science 
textbooks in fundamentalist private schools. He 
documents the fact that these schools promote 
prejudice against people of other faiths, distort history, 
derogate our literary heritage, cast science in a bad 
light, and otherwise indoctrinate children with "visions 
of reality" that are incompatible with public tax support.

Religion and the 
Public Schools

Anne 
Marie 
Lofaso

Religion in the Public Schools: A Road Map for 
Avoiding Lawsuits and Respecting Parents’ Legal 
Rights is designed to help. This handy 129-page book, 
written by Associate Professor of Law Anne Marie 
Lofaso of West Virginia University, examines what the 
courts have said about many religion-in-school 
controversies and provides clear, concise answers to 
common questions. Fully referenced and 
footnoted, Religion in the Public Schools is the perfect 
guide for anyone seeking to better navigate the 
intersection between religion and public education.

Why We Still 
Need Public 
Schools

Art Must 
Jr.

Two cornerstones of American democracy - separation 
of church and state, and public schools - are under 
increasing attack. As this collection of essays, written 
by some of America's leading educators, political 
figures, and advocates of religious liberty shows, 
universal public education and the separation of 
church and state are related. The eminent contributors 
to this book argue that we need to defend both 
institutions against increasing onslaughts by the 
Religious Right and other self-proclaimed arbiters of 
societal behavior, who seek to dictate public policy and 
who are labeling the public schools themselves as 
"immoral" institutions. At issue here is not whether 
public schools need to be improved. It is assumed that 
improvement is necessary.

Piety & Politics: 
The Right Wing 
Assault on 
Religious 
Freedom

Barry 
Lynn

In the wake of the 2004 presidential election, the 
Religious Right insisted that George Bush had been 
handed a mandate for an ideology-based social 
agenda, including the passage of a “marriage 
amendment” to ban same-sex unions, diversion of tax 
money to religious groups through “faith-based 
initiatives,” the teaching of creationism in public 
schools, and restrictions on abortion. Led by an 
aggressive band of television preachers and extremist 
radio personalities, the Religious Right set its sights on 
demolishing the wall of separation between church and 
state. The Reverend Barry Lynn is a devout Christian, 
but he argues that politicians need to stop looking to 
the Bible to justify their actions and should consult 
another source instead: the U.S. Constitution. 

First Freedom 
First: A Citizen's 
Guide to 
Protecting 
Religious Liberty 
and Separation of 
Church and State

Barry 
Lynn & 
C. 
Welton 
Gaddy

The United States is the most religiously diverse nation 
in the world, due in large part to the clauses of the First 
Amendment that guarantee freedom for and from 
religion. But as we debate displaying Christmas trees 
at city hall and the Ten Commandments in the 
courthouse, we must ask: in what other ways is our 
religious liberty being compromised. In First Freedom 
First, with clear language and recognizable examples, 
two of the most trusted voices on church-state 
separation address head-on the many areas where 
religion and politics overlap, with consequences for all 
Americans.

The Right to 
Religious Liberty: 
The Basic ACLU 
Guide to 
Religious Rights

Barry 
Lynn, 
Marc D. 
Stern, 
and 
Oliver 
S. 
Thomas

This revised and updated edition of The Right to 
Religious Liberty sets forth an individual’s religious 
rights under present law, offering suggestions as to 
how they can be preserved and protected. (A bit 
dated-1995- but otherwise a good resource)

  Journal of 
Church and State

Baylor 
Universi
ty

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Pray the Gay 
Away: The 
Extraordinary 
Lives of Bible 
Belt Gays

Bernade
tte 
Barton

While some areas of the Unites States have made 
tremendous progress in securing rights for gay people, 
Bible Belt states lag behind. In Pray the Gay Away, 
Bernadette Barton argues that conventions of small 
town life, rules which govern Southern manners, and 
the power wielded by Christian institutions serve as a 
foundation for both passive and active homophobia in 
the Bible Belt. She explores how conservative 
Christian ideology reproduces homophobic attitudes 
and shares how Bible Belt gays negotiate these 
attitudes in their daily lives. Drawing on the remarkable 
stories of Bible Belt gays, Barton brings to the fore 
their thoughts, experiences and hard-won insights to 
explore the front lines of our national culture war over 
marriage, family, hate crimes, and equal rights. 

To Serve God 
and Wal-Mart: 
The Making of 
Christian Free 
Enterprise

Bethany 
Ellen 
Moreton

In the decades after World War II, evangelical 
Christianity nourished America’s devotion to free 
markets, free trade, and free enterprise. The history of 
Wal-Mart uncovers a complex network that united Sun 
Belt entrepreneurs, evangelical employees, Christian 
business students, overseas missionaries, and free-
market activists. Through the stories of people linked 
by the world’s largest corporation, Bethany Moreton 
shows how a Christian service ethos powered 
capitalism at home and abroad.

Moral Minority: 
Our Skeptical 
Founding Fathers

Brooke 
Allen

In her lively refutation of modern claims about 
America's religious origins, Brooke Allen looks back at 
the late eighteenth century and shows decisively that 
the United States was founded not on Christian 
principles at all but on Enlightenment ideas. Moral 
Minority presents a powerful case that the unique legal 
framework the Founding Fathers created was 
designed according to the humanist ideals of 
Enlightenment thinkers: God entered the picture only 
as a very minor player, and Jesus Christ was 
conspicuous by his absence. The guiding spirit of the 
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. 
Constitution, Ms. Allen explains, was not Jesus Christ 
but John Locke. In direct and accessible prose, she 
provides fascinating chapters on the religious lives of 
the six men she considers the key Founding Fathers: 
Franklin, Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, and Hamilton. Far from being the 
conventional pious Christians we too often imagine, 
these men were skeptical intellectuals, in some cases 
not even Christians at all.

The Battle over 
School Prayer: 
How Engel v. 
Vitale Changed 
America

Bruce J. 
Dierenfi
eld

Bruce Dierenfield has written a concise and readable 
guide to the first and still most important case that 
addressed the constitutionality of prayer in public 
schools. The 22-word recitation in a Long Island school 
that was challenged in Engel v. Vitale was hardly 
denominational not even overtly Christian but a handful 
of parents saw it as a violation of the First 
Amendment's proscription again the establishment of 
religion. The case forced the Supreme Court to take a 
stand on Jefferson's "wall of separation" between 
church and state. When it did so, the Court declared 
that by endorsing the prayer recitation no matter how 
brief, non-denominational, or voluntary the Long Island 
school board had unconstitutionally approved the 
establishment of religion in school. Writing with 
impeccable fairness and sensitivity, Dierenfield sets his 
account of the Engel decision in the larger historical 
and political context, citing battles over a wide range of 
religious activities in public schools throughout 
American history. Through interviews with many of the 
participants, he also reveals the large price paid by the 
plaintiffs and their children, who were frequently 
harassed both during and after the trial. 

Religious 
Fundamentalisms 
and the Human 
Rights of Women

C. 
Howlan
d

Dialogue on the conflict between religious 
fundamentalism and women's rights is often stymied 
by an 'all or nothing' approach: fundamentalists claim 
of absolute religious freedom, while some feminists 
dismiss religion entirely as being so imbued with 
patriarchy as to be eternally opposed to women's 
rights. This ignores, though, the experiences of 
religious women who suffer under fundamentalism and 
fight to resist it, perceiving themselves to be at once 
religious and feminist. In Religious Fundamentalisms 
and the Human Rights of Women , Howland provides a 
forum for these different scholars, both religious and 
nonreligious, to meet and seek common ground in their 
fight against fundamentalism. Through an examination 
of international human rights, national law, grass roots 
activism, and theology, this volume explores the acute 
problems that contemporary fundamentalist 
movements pose for women's equality and liberty 
rights.

Liars for Jesus: 
The Religious 
Right's Alternate 
Version of 
American History

Chris 
Rodda

Liars for Jesus debunks many of the historical lies 
invented and used by the Christian nationalist history 
revisionists in their efforts to further their far right 
political agenda and destroy the wall of separation 
between church and state in America. Liars for Jesus 
is not a book about religion. It is a history book, 
presenting and fully documenting the true stories and 
historical facts that are distorted in the "Christian 
nation" pseudo-history promoted by the religious right.

Wrapped in the 
Flag

Claire 
Conner

Claire Conner’s award-winning memoir, Wrapped in 
the Flag (Beacon Press 2013, 2014) weaves her  
intimate personal stories with the history of the 1960s, 
70s, and 80s. She chronicles her parents’ obsession 
with radical right-wing politics embodied in the John 
Birch Society, the most powerful  anti-Communist, anti-
government, populist movement of the 20th century

Nonbeliever 
Nation: The Rise 
of Secular 
Americans

David 
Niose

Today, one in five Americans are nonbelievers―a 
rapidly growing group at a time when traditional 
Christian churches are dwindling in numbers. Still we 
see almost none of them openly serving in elected 
office, while many others continue to loudly proclaim 
the falsehood of America as a Christian nation. David 
Niose calls for nonreligious Americans from all 
backgrounds to step out of the shadows and signal 
their opposition to the long-dominant Religious Right. 
Exploring all the hot-button issues that divide the 
country―from gay marriage to education policy to 
contentious church-state battles―he shows how 
Secular Americans―a group comprised not just of 
atheists and agnostics, but lapsed Catholics, secular 
Jews, and millions of others who have walked away 
from organized religion―are mobilizing and forming 
groups all over the country (even atheist clubs in Bible-
belt high schools) to challenge the exaltation of religion 
in American politics and public life. 

Original Intent: 
Chief Justice 
Rehnquist and 
the Course of 
American 
Church/State 
Relations

Derek 
Davis

Contemporary debate in the area of church/state 
relations centers around the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment: "Congress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of religion [the 
Establishment Clause] or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof [the Free Exercise Clause]." Original Intent is a 
readable and objective summary of the views of Chief 
Justice Rehnquist and an enlightening treatise on the 
future of church/state relations in America.

Roger Williams: 
Prophet of Liberty

Edwin 
C. 
Gaustad

Roger Williams chronicles the life of one of the most 
remarkable forefathers in American history. A true 
revolutionary, this devout Puritan championed Native 
American rights; wrote treatises on equal rights, flag 
desecration, and the separation of church and state; 
established the first American settlement based on 
total religious toleration--and he lived more than a 
century before independence, when America was still a 
vast wilderness! Williams went on to adopt adult 
baptism and founded the first Baptist church in 
America. He became president of Rhode Island colony 
in 1654, served as captain in the defense of 
Providence during King Philip's War, and continued to 
write and preach passionately for religious tolerance 
and Native American rights until his death in 1683.

Proclaim Liberty 
Throughout the 
Land: A History of 
Church and State 
in America

Edwin 
Gaustad

In this volume, one of the most distinguished scholars 
of American religious history traces the complicated 
relationship of church and state from the early colonial 
period, through the unique American experiment in 
religious liberty after the Revolution, to the ongoing 
debate over religious issues in our schools and 
communities. Edwin Gaustad relates entertaining and 
edifying accounts of headline-grabbing court trials 
involving polygamy, witchcraft, and church taxation. He 
quotes moving passages from the speeches and 
writings of American Presidents and Supreme Court 
justices to prove that, to paraphrase Michelangelo, 
"religious liberty is made up of a series of trifles, but 
religious liberty is no trifle."

Faith of the 
Founders: 
Religion and the 
New Nation, 
1776-1826

Edwin 
S. 
Gaustad

Edwin Gaustad provides a careful consideration of the 
developing relationship between religion and the state 
after the American Revolution. With concise focus on 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, 
George Washington, and John Adams, Gaustad 
identifies seven varying―sometimes 
contrary―perspectives on religion that guided the 
nation's founders. Faith of the Founders shows how 
these figures possessed an intuitive understanding of 
religion that helped nourish a young country. This brief 
but insightful book offers a look into the founding 
fathers' genius―and points to a way forward through 
the ideological boundaries that threaten to upend the 
daily doings of American government today.

With God on 
Their Side: How 
Christian 
Fundamentalists 
Trampled 
Science, Policy 
and Democracy 
in George W. 
Bush's White 
House

Esther 
Kaplan

When asked which single issue most affected their 
vote in the last presidential election, more than one in 
five Americans said “moral values”—and 78 percent of 
these voters chose to reelect President George W. 
Bush. As Esther Kaplan shows in her richly detailed 
investigation, it’s no wonder the Christian right voted 
for Bush in droves—their loyal support in 2000 
produced fantastic results. While organizations that 
offer abortion counseling and services or help to 
prevent HIV see their funds cut, church groups receive 
millions in federal dollars to promote sexual abstinence 
and marriage (provided, of course, it is heterosexual). 
Bush has appointed a Christian right dream team to 
the federal courts, dedicated to tearing down what one 
such judge calls “the so-called separation of church 
and state. Religious zeal even shapes Bush’s foreign 
policy, as Christian belief in the end times spurs the 
administration’s support for hard-line policies in Israel.

Evolution vs. 
Creationism

Eugenie 
C. Scott

More than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the 
debate over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.

The Separation 
of Church and 
State: Writings on 
a Fundamental 
Freedom by 
America's 
Founders

Forrest 
Church

A primer of essential writings about one of the 
cornerstones of our democracy by the original authors 
of the Constitution, edited by preeminant liberal 
theologian Forrest Church. Americans will never stop 
debating the question of church-state separation, and 
such debates invariably lead back to the nation’s 
beginnings and the founders’ intent. The Separation of 
Church and State presents a basic collection of the 
founders’ teachings on this topic. This concise primer 
gets past the rhetoric that surrounds the current 
debate, placing the founders’ vivid writings on religious 
liberty in historical perspective. Edited and with running 
commentary by Forrest Church, this important 
collection informs anyone curious about the original 
blueprint for our country and its government.

Separation of 
Church and 
State: Founding 
Principle of 
Religious Liberty

Frank 
Lambert

Frank Lambert tackles the central claims of the 
Religious Right "historians" who insist that America 
was conceived as a "Christian State," that modern-day 
"liberals" and "secularists" have distorted and/or 
ignored the place of religion in American history, and 
that the phrase "the separation of church and state" 
does not appear in any of the founding documents and 
is, therefore, a myth created by the Left. He discusses 
what separates "bad" history from "good" history, and 
concludes that the self-styled "historians" of the 
Religious Right create a "useful past" that enlists the 
nation's founders on behalf of present-day 
conservative religious and political causes. The result 
of a politicized religious history exposes the Religious 
Right "history" as fabrications and half-truths. In fact, 
one of the foundational principles of the Constitution is 
that of separation as the key to safeguarding freedom: 
separation of powers, separation of federal and state 
governments, and separation of church and state.

Religious 
Expression and 
the American 
Constitution

Frankly
n 
Haiman

In the current environment and fervor for “homeland 
security,” personal freedoms in exchange for security 
are coming under more scrutiny. Among these 
guaranteed freedoms are the protection of religious 
expression given by the U.S. Constitution and the 
constitutional prohibitions against behaviors that 
violate the separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.

Eternal Hostility: 
The Struggle 
Between 
Theocracy and 
Democracy

Frederic
k 
Clarkso
n

What is behind the violence against abortion clinics, 
attacks on gays and lesbians and the growing power of 
the religious right? Frederick Clarkson makes it clear 
that beyond the bombers and assassins who 
sometimes make news, is a growing, if not well 
understood, movement that encompasses Pat 
Robertson's Christian Coalition, the Unification Church 
of Sun Myung Moon and the Promise Keepers--the 
lead agency of the so-called Christian men's 
movement. Clarkson exposes the wild card of the 
"theology of vigilantism" which urges the enforcement 
of "God's law" and argues for fundamentalist revolution 
against constitutional democracy. 

Setting the 
Record Straight: 
Response to 
Misconceptions 
About Public 
Education in the 
US

Gerald 
Bracey

Gerald Bracey knows there are three kinds of lies in 
education policy: lies, damned lies, and the statistics 
that reactionary reformers tout as evidence in favor of 
dismantling our public schools. In this second and 
substantially updated edition of the hard-hitting Setting 
the Record Straight, Bracey goes toe-to-toe with the 
opponents of quality public education. You'll learn how 
to discredit them in your own discussions by using the 
very logic and statistical analyses they purport to have 
on their side. In this series of smart, forceful analyses, 
Bracey homes in on specific topics like vouchers, 
school funding, and comparisons to international test 
scores, themes around which agitators have created a 
host of mythological American school failures from the 
flimsiest of evidence. Each essay begins with a 
question you might commonly hear in conversation 
about these alleged shortcomings, to which Bracey 
provides a brief, sound- byte-ready rebuttal. Then he 
follows it up with a full-length explanation, replete with 
statistical data and talking points that fully support his 
assertions-and silence those who would undermine 
education with disinformation.

Not in Our 
Classrooms

Glenn 
Branch 
& 
Eugenie 
C. Scott

Where did the concept of intelligent design originate? 
How does it connect with, and conflict with, various 
religious beliefs? Should we teach the controversy 
itself in our science classrooms? In clear and lively 
essays, a team of experts answers these questions 
and many more, describing the history of the intelligent 
design movement and the lack of scientific support for 
its claims. Most importantly, the contributors—
authorities on the scientific, legal, educational, and 
theological problems of intelligent design-speak 
specifically to teachers and parents about the need to 
defend the integrity of science education by keeping 
intelligent design out of science curriculums. 

Lowering the 
Wall: Religion 
and the Supreme 
Court in the 
1980s

Gregg 
Ivers

Convinced that church-state law under the Supreme 
Court during the 1980s took "a giant-and unwelcome 
step--backward," Gregg Ivers's book explores the 
changing relationship between religion and the state. 
Those looking for a neutral account of this relationship 
should look elsewhere. This book, commissioned by 
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, is a liberal's 
response to use of the courts by "[r]eligious 
conservatives, encouraged by the election of Ronald 
Reagan," to create a "broad wave of conservative 
religious populism" in pursuit of school prayer, financial 
assistance for parochial institutions and equal access 
to public school facilities for student religious clubs.

The Oxford 
Companion to the 
Supreme Court of 
the United States

Hall, 
Kermit L

Not about church and state, but a great resource book 
on the Court.

The Journal of 
Law and Religion

Hamline 
Universi
ty Law 
School

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Religion on Trial: 
How Supreme 
Court Trends 
Threaten 
Freedom of 
Conscience in 
America

Hammo
nd, 
Philip 
E., 
David 
W. 
Machac
ek and 
Eric 
Michael 
Mazur

A powerful indictment of the current Supreme Court, 
arguing the regressive justices are not faithful to the 
Constitution and thereby endanger religious freedom.

The Godless 
Constitution: The 
Case Against 
Religious 
Correctness

Isaac 
Krammi
k & R. 
Lawrenc
e Moore

The Godless Constitution is an urgent and timely 
reexamination of the roots of church-state separation 
in American politics - and a ringing refutation of the 
misguided claims of the religious right. In this important 
polemic two distinguished scholars of American 
political ideas and religion refute this dangerous 
attempt to introduce what they term "religious 
correctness" into our politics, by reminding us that the 
absence of any mention of God in the Constitution was 
a conscious action on the framers' part, intended to 
prevent the bloody religious controversies that so 
marked European history. They also emphasize that 
church-state separation was seen as a guarantee of - 
not a hindrance to - religions liberty. Fully respecting 
the importance of religion in the public sphere, yet 
forthright in defining proper limits, The Godless 
Constitution offers a bracing return to the first 
principles of American democracy - and a guide to 
keeping them intact in the forthcoming presidential 
campaign.

Holy Hullabaloos: 
A Road Trip to 
the Battlegrounds 
of the Church-
State Wars

J. D. 
Wexler

After ten years spent riddling over the intricacies of 
church/state law from the ivory tower, law professor 
Jay Wexler decided it was high time to hit the road to 
learn what really happened in some of the most 
controversial Supreme Court cases involving this hot-
button issue. In Holy Hullabaloos, he takes us along for 
the ride, crossing the country to meet the people and 
visit the places responsible for landmark decisions in 
recent judicial history, from a high school football field 
where fans once recited prayers before kickoff to a 
Santeria church notorious for animal sacrifice, from a 
publicly funded Muslim school to a creationist 
museum. Wexler's no-holds-barred approach to 
investigating famous church/state brouhahas is as 
funny as it is informative.

Far Right 
Fantasy: A 
Sociology of 
American 
Religion and 
Politics

James 
Aho

Far-Right Fantasy is a straight-forward, jargon-free 
study of contemporary American right-wing extremism. 
The book addresses the strengths and weaknesses of 
the standard psycho-social-cultural explanations of far-
right activism. It shows how extremists are similar 
educationally and psychologically to their more 
conventional neighbors; that they get into the 
movement in the same way that others become peace 
activists or radical environmentalists, namely, through 
their ties with fellow workers and church-goers, family 
members, and classmates; and that their views are 
given a patina of certainty by being repeatedly 
corroborated within closed, non-contaminated 
communication systems. 

Religion and the 
State: Essays in 
Honor of Leo 
Pfeffer

James 
E. Wood 
Jr.

These essays examine major themes affecting religion 
and the state in a free society and the interaction of 
religion and world order. While concern is given to the 
historical and judicial context of the Establishment and 
Free Exercise Clauses of the First Amendment, special 
attention is given to contemporary church-state 
problems in American life. In addition, the volume 
analyzes alternatives to church-state relations outside 
the United States and freedom of religion in the 
international advance of human rights.

Supreme 
Conflict: The 
Inside Story of 
the Struggle for 
Control of the 
United States 
Supreme Court

Jan 
Crawfor
d 
Greenb
urg

Drawing on unprecedented access to the Supreme 
Court justices themselves and their inner circles, 
acclaimed ABC News legal correspondent Jan 
Crawford Greenburg offers an explosive newsbreaking 
account of one of the most momentous political 
watersheds in American history. From the series of 
Republican nominations that proved deeply frustrating 
to conservatives to the decades of bruising battles that 
led to the rise of Justices Roberts and Alito, this is the 
authoritative story of the conservative effort to shift the 
direction of the high court—a revelatory look at one of 
the central fronts of America's culture wars by one of 
the most widely respected experts on the subject.

The Nine: Inside 
the Secret World 
of the Supreme 
Court

Jeffrey 
Toobin

In The Nine, acclaimed journalist Jeffrey Toobin takes 
us into the chambers of the most important—and 
secret—legal body in our country, the Supreme Court, 
revealing the complex dynamic among the nine people 
who decide the law of the land. An institution at a 
moment of transition, the Court now stands at a crucial 
point, with major changes in store on such issues as 
abortion, civil rights, and church-state relations. Based 
on exclusive interviews with the justices and with a 
keen sense of the Court’s history and the trajectory of 
its future, Jeffrey Toobin creates in The Nine a riveting 
story of one of the most important forces in American 
life today. (2008)

Roger Williams 
and the Creation 
of the American 
Soul: Church, 
State and the 
Birth of Liberty

John M. 
Barry

For four hundred years, Americans have wrestled with 
and fought over two concepts that define the nature of 
the nation: the proper relation between church and 
state and between a free individual and the state. 
These debates began with the extraordinary thought 
and struggles of Roger Williams, who had an 
unparalleled understanding of the conflict between a 
government that justified itself by "reason of state"-i.e. 
national security-and its perceived "will of God" and the 
"ancient rights and liberties" of individuals. Acclaimed 
historian John M. Barry explores the development of 
these fundamental ideas through the story of the man 
who was the first to link religious freedom to individual 
liberty, and who created in America the first 
government and society on earth informed by those 
beliefs. 

Religious Liberty 
and the Secular 
State

John M. 
Swomle
y

This book exposes the Supreme Court's erosion of the 
Establishment Clause while emphasizing the Free 
Exercise Clause. Swomley also explores civil religion, 
secular humanism, and the current counter-revolution 
against separation of church and state led by some 
religious and political conservatives who would profit 
from government aid. He also lists the benefits 
churches would realize under a secular government.

Religion and the 
American 
Constitutional 
Experiment: 
Essential Rights 
and Liberties

John 
Witte, 
Jr.

The third edition of this classic book provides a 
comprehensive, multidisciplinary overview of the 
history, theory, law, and comparative analysis of 
American religious liberty from the earliest colonial 
period through the most recent Supreme Court cases. 
The authors present balanced, accessible discussions 
of controversial issues, such as funding religious 
schools and charities and displaying religious symbols 
on government property. 

The Last 
Freedom: 
Religion from the 
Public School to 
the Public Square

Joseph 
P.Vitterit
i

The presidency of George W. Bush has polarized the 
church-state debate as never before. The Far Right 
has been emboldened to use religion to govern, while 
the Far Left has redoubled its efforts to evict religion 
from public life entirely. In The Last Freedom, Joseph 
Viteritti argues that there is a basic tension between 
religion and democracy because religion often rejects 
compromise as a matter of principle while democracy 
requires compromise to thrive. Viteritti argues that 
Americans must guard against debasing politics with 
either antireligious bigotry or religious zealotry. 
Drawing on politics, history, and law, he defines a new 
approach to the church-state question that protects the 
religious and the secular alike. Challenging much 
conventional opinion, Viteritti argues that the courts 
have failed to adequately protect religious minorities, 
that the rights of the religious are under greater threat 
than those of the secular, and that democracy exacts 
greater compromises and sacrifices from the religious 
than it does from the secular.

The Good News 
Club: The 
Christian Right's 
Stealth Assault 
on America's 
Children

Katherin
e 
Stewart

In 2009, the Good News Club came to the public 
elementary school where journalist Katherine Stewart 
sent her children. The Club, which is sponsored by the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, bills itself as an after-
school program of “Bible study.” But Stewart soon 
discovered that the Club’s real mission is to convert 
children to fundamentalist Christianity and encourage 
them to proselytize to their “unchurched” peers, all the 
while promoting the natural but false impression 
among the children that its activities are endorsed by 
the school. Astonished to discover that the U.S. 
Supreme Court has deemed this—and other forms of 
religious activity in public schools—legal, Stewart set 
off on an investigative journey to dozens of cities and 
towns across the nation to document the impact. In this 
book she demonstrates that there is more religion in 
America’s public schools today than there has been for 
the past 100 years. The movement driving this agenda 
is stealthy. It is aggressive. It has our children in its 
sights. And its ultimate aim is to destroy the system of 
public education as we know it.

American 
Theocracy: The 
Peril and Politics 
of Radical 
Religion, Oil, and 
Borrowed Money 
in the 21st 
Century

Kevin 
Phillips

Phillips takes an uncompromising view of the current 
age of global overreach, fundamentalist religion, 
diminishing resources, and ballooning debt under the 
GOP majority. With an eye to the past and a searing 
vision of the future, Phillips confirms what too many 
Americans are still unwilling to admit about the depth 
of our misgovernment.

The 
Fundamentals of 
Extremism: The 
Christian Right in 
America

Kimberl
y Blaker

The politics, educational policies, and social values 
perpetuated by Christian fundamentalists are exposed 
in this critical perspective on the religious right's role in 
American society. Statistics and studies of the 
movement are offered that provide insight into the 
causes and characteristics of fundamentalism and its 
effects on minority groups including women, children, 
African Americans, gays, and lesbians. Essays from a 
variety of authors consider the path to theocracy, the 
effect of the theology of inerrancy on politics, and the 
state of fundamentalism in the United States after the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Creationism on 
Trial: Evolution 
and God at Little 
Rock

Langdo
n Gilkey

Creationism on Trial is Gilkey's blow-by-blow account 
of his experiences as a witness for the ACLU at the 
1981 creationist trial in Little Rock, AR.

The Devil in 
Dover: An 
Insider's Story of 
Dogma v. Darwin 
in Small Town 
America

Lauri 
Lebo

Local newspaper reporter Lauri Lebo was handed the 
story of a lifetime when the Dover (Pennsylvania) 
School Board adopted a measure to require its ninth-
grade biology students to learn about intelligent 
design. In a case that recalled the famed 1925 Scopes 
“monkey” trial and made international headlines, 
eleven parents sued the school board. When the case 
wound up in federal court before a George W. Bush–
appointed judge, Lebo had a front-row seat. Lebo 
skillfully probes the compelling background of the 
case, introducing us to the plaintiffs, the defendants, 
the lawyers, and a parade of witnesses, along with 
Judge John E. Jones, who would eventually condemn 
the school board’s decision as one of “breathtaking 
inanity.” With the antievolution battle having moved to 
the state level—and the recent passage of state 
legislation that protects the right of schools to teach 
alternatives to evolution—the story will continue to be 
relevant for years to come.

Religion, State 
and the Burger 
Court

Leo 
Pfeffer

In Religion, State and the Burger Court, Leo Pfeffer, 
the leading authority on church/state law, presents a 
trenchant analysis of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court under Chief Justice Warren E. Burger, focusing 
on the Court's interpretation of the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments. These amendments that guarantee the 
separation of church and state and the free exercise of 
religion are fundamental to the unique character of 
democracy as it exists in the United States. However, 
the distinction between affairs of state and the 
concerns of organized religion has become blurred.

The 
Establishment 
Clause, Religion 
and the First 
Amendment

Leonard 
W. Levy

Leonard Levy's classic work examines the 
circumstances that led to the writing of the 
establishment clause of the First Amendment: 
'Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion. . . .' He argues that, contrary 
to popular belief, the framers of the Constitution 
intended to prohibit government aid to religion even on 
an impartial basis. He thus refutes the view of 
'nonpreferentialists,' who interpret the clause as 
allowing such aid provided that the assistance is not 
restricted to a preferred church. For this new edition, 
Levy has added to his original arguments and 
incorporated much new material, including an analysis 
of Jefferson's ideas on the relationship between church 
and state and a discussion of the establishment clause 
cases brought before the Supreme Court since the 
book was originally published in 1986.

God vs The 
Gavel: Religion 
and the Rule of 
Law

Marci 
Hamilto
n

God vs. the Gavel challenges the pervasive 
assumption that all religious conduct deserves 
constitutional protection. While religious conduct 
provides many benefits to society, it is not always 
benign. The thesis of the book is that anyone who 
harms another person should be governed by the laws 
that govern everyone else - and truth be told, religion is 
capable of great harm.

The Search for 
Christian America

Mark 
Noll., 
Nathan 
O. 
Hatch 
and 
George 
M. 
Marsde
n

The Search for Christian America" explores key 
questions raised by the movement asserting the 
Christian heritage of the U.S. and calling for its 
recovery. Through careful historical and contemporary 
analysis, the authors address such issues as: how 
much Christian action is required to make a whole 
society Christian; Puritan New England as case study; 
Christian principles vs. baptised ideology in the 
Revolutionary period; the stumbling block of incorrect 
views of America's history for effective Christian 
involvement in critical public issues; the relationship of 
Christian convictions to political or social agendas; 
learning to think historically as a guard against 
shortsighted or simplistic approaches.

The Myth of 
Christian 
America: What 
You Need to 
Know About the 
Separation of 
Church and State

Mark 
Weldon 
Whitten

Written in an accessible, popular style, Whitten 
provides sound scholarship in defense of the 
exposition of constitutional church-state separation.

Liberty and 
Conscience

Martha 
Nussba
um

The respect for religious difference has formed the 
bedrock of our nation and made equality possible. Yet 
today we are told that “moral values”—code for a 
government shaped by religious concerns—must be 
the keystone of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.

A Wall of 
Separation? 
Debating the 
Public Role of 
Religion

Mary C. 
Segers 
& Ted 
G. Jelen

Should the wall of separation between church and 
state be permeable or inviolable? This question has 
been hotly contested since the nation's founding and 
contentious debates persist today. With a collection of 
the most significant documents and an introduction by 
Clarke E. Cochran that provides the historical context 
of the debate, prominent scholars Mary Segers and 
Ted Jelen debate the impact of organized religion on 
the democratic process, examine its influence on 
political discourse, and discuss its significance for the 
creation of public policy. The authors illuminate the 
constitutional implications of using religion to cultivate 
public morality and discuss the complexities of creating 
a civic-minded citizenry in a pluralistic society.

Religious 
Freedom and the 
Supreme Court

Melissa 
Rogers, 
and 
Steven 
K. 
Green

A completely recast, updated, version of Robert T. 
Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward Benevolent 
Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme Court, 
listed belowA completely recast, updated, version of 
Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward 
Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme 
Court, listed belowA completely recast, updated, 
version of Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, 
Toward Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the 
Supreme Court, listed below

That's Not What 
They Meant! 
Reclaiming 
America's 
Founding Fathers 
from the Right 
Wing

Michael 
Austin

 In That's Not What They Meant! Professor Michael 
Austin examines dozens of books, articles, speeches, 
and radio broadcasts by such figures as Glenn Beck, 
Mark Levin, Sean Hannity, Larry Schweikart, and 
David Barton to expose the deep historical flaws in 
their use of America's founding history. In contrast to 
their misleading method of citing proof texts to serve a 
narrow agenda, Austin allows the Founding Fathers to 
speak for themselves, situating all quotations in the 
proper historical context. What emerges is a true 
historical picture of men who often disagreed with one 
another on such crucial issues as federal power, 
judicial review, and the separation of church and state. 
As Austin shows, the real legacy of the Founding 
Fathers to us is a political process: a system of 
disagreement, debate, and compromise that has kept 
democracy vibrant in America for more than two 
hundred years. Austin's carefully researched and 
rigorously argued book is essential reading for anyone 
seeking the accurate historical background to many of 
the hot-button political debates of today.

The Religious 
Roots of the First 
Amendment: 
Dissenting 
Protestants and 
the Separation of 
Church and State

Nichola
s P. 
Miller

Traditional understandings of the genesis of the 
separation of church and state rest on assumptions 
about "Enlightenment" and the republican ethos of 
citizenship. In The Religious Roots of the First 
Amendment, Nicholas P. Miller does not seek to 
dislodge that interpretation but to augment and enrich 
it by recovering its cultural and discursive religious 
contexts--specifically the discourse of Protestant 
dissent. He argues that commitments by certain 
dissenting Protestants to the right of private judgment 
in matters of Biblical interpretation, an outgrowth of the 
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, helped 
promote religious disestablishment in the early modern 
West. Miller shows that the separation of church and 
state can be read, most persuasively, as the triumph of 
a particular strand of Protestant nonconformity-that 
which stretched back to the Puritan separatist and the 
Restoration sects, rather than to those, like 
Presbyterians, who sought to replace the "wrong" 
church establishment with their own, "right" one. 

The Creator in 
the Courtroom: 
"Scopes II": The 
1981 Arkansas 
Creation-
Evolution Trial

Norman 
Geisler

Written by a creationist, this book is an account of the 
Scopes trial from that perspective, and argues that the 
judge in the case was prejudiced agains creationism 
from the very beginning. 

Storm Center: 
The Supreme 
Court in 
American Politics

O’Brien, 
David M

A terrific introduction to the history and particularly the 
workings of the Supreme Court, although it has very 
little specifically about church and state

God on Trial: 
Dispatches from 
America's 
Religious 
Battlefields

Peter 
Irons

Over the past two decades, federal courts have 
become contentious battlefields in America's growing 
religious wars. Since 1989, five momentous court 
cases have divided communities and the nation. Peter 
Irons, a noted constitutional scholar, lawyer, and author 
of the bestselling May It Please the Court, delivers a 
compelling narrative accompanied by first-person 
accounts from both sides of the fight in these historic 
cases. 

Living the 
Secular Life

Phil 
Zucker
man

Drawing on innovative sociological research, Living the 
Secular Life illuminates this demographic shift with the 
moral convictions that govern secular individuals, 
offering crucial information for the religious and 
nonreligious alike. Living the Secular Life reveals that, 
despite opinions to the contrary, nonreligious 
Americans possess a unique moral code that allows 
them to effectively navigate the complexities of modern 
life. Spiritual self-reliance, clear-eyed pragmatism, and 
an abiding faith in the Golden Rule to adjudicate moral 
decisions: these common principles are shared across 
secular society. Living the Secular Life demonstrates 
these principles in action and points to their usage 
throughout daily life.

Thy Kingdom 
Come: How the 
Religious Right 
Distorts Faith and 
Threatens 
America

Randall 
Balmer

For much of American history, evangelicalism was 
aligned with progressive political causes-the abolition 
of slavery, universal suffrage, and public education. 
But contemporary conservative activists have 
defaulted on this majestic legacy, embracing instead 
an agenda virtually indistinguishable from the 
Republican Party platform. How has evangelical 
Christianity become so entrenched in partisan politics? 
Randall Balmer, an evangelical Christian and a 
historian of American religion, deftly combines 
ethnographic research, theological reflections, and 
historical context to examine the nature of the 
Religious Right today-and offers a rallying cry for 
liberal Christians to reclaim the noble traditions of their 
faith.

First Freedom: 
The Fight for 
Religious Liberty

Randall 
Balmer, 
Lee 
Grogerg 
& Mark 
Mabry

In the sweltering summer of 1789, James Madison 
penned sixteen words in spare prose that became the 
First Amendment to the United States Constitution. 
Herein the founding fathers of a young government 
pledged separation of church and state, thus 
guaranteeing religious freedom for its citizens and 
establishing a free marketplace for religion in the 
United States. Utterly unprecedented in Western 
history, this construction of a government without the 
interlocking authority of religion set a new course for 
faith and politics and has produced a vibrant religious 
culture unmatched anywhere in the world. First 
Freedom details the progression of religious liberty 
from pilgrims and Puritans to the creation of the Bill of 
Rights and how it shaped a new nation. 

Close Encounters 
with the Religious 
Right: Journeys 
into the Twilight 
Zone of Religion 
and Politics

Rob 
Boston

What does Pat Robertson's Christian Coalition really 
want? What secret agenda lies behind radio counselor 
James Dobson's Focus on the Family? Who are the 
Promise Keepers and what are their ultimate goals? 
Why do so many leaders of the religious right engage 
in gay bashing? What would these groups do to our 
public school system, or to our government, if they 
were in power? Close Encounters with the Religious 
Right takes you behind the scenes to answer these 
questions and gives the reader a rare glimpse of a 
world the average American may not even realize 
exists.

James Madison 
on Religious 
Liberty

Robert 
Alley

This long-overdue volume is the only one of its kind 
containing all of Madison's religious writings, as well as 
new contributions by leading scholars. Madison's 
writings assume even more importance to thoughtful 
Americans as the Supreme Court continues to decide 
issues of school prayer, and as the Moral Majority tries 
to desecularize American public and private life. 
Imagine an America without the Bill of Rights, without 
the Constitution. This image of our nation, existing 
without these two foundations of freedom, justice, and 
inquiry, assaults the imagination, for these two 
documents are the fuel that runs the republic. What is 
even more remarkable is that their primary author was 
one man - James Madison.

The Most 
Dangerous Man 
in America? 

Robert 
Boston

Televangelist Pat Robertson has built one of the most 
powerful religious-political movements in American 
history. His Christian Coalition - with its '700 Club' 
broadcasting fundamentalism tinged with right-wing 
politics to an audience of millions, its American Center 
for Law and Justice legal action group attempting to 
impose far-right Christian ideas via the courts, and the 
growing number of graduates from its Regents 
University - wields a mighty sword within the 
Republican party in at least 25 states while GOP 
national leaders and presidential hopefuls court its 
favour. Despite his power, many Americans are not 
aware of Robertson's extreme political views or his 
goals for the United States. This book examines the 
role Robertson plays in contemporary politics and his 
efforts to influence American society through his 
various political organisations, businesses, and 
broadcast empire.

Why the 
Religious Right is 
Wrong about 
Separation of 
Church and State

Robert 
Boston

Award-winning journalist Robert Boston lambastes the 
zealots of the Religious Right for spreading 
misinformation about the constitutional principle of the 
separation of church and state. Boston reveals how a 
band of ultraconservative religious groups with a 
political agenda - led primarily by televangelist Pat 
Robertson - is conducting a systematic war aginst the 
separation of church and state. The tactics of these 
groups are designed to exploit unfounded fears and 
turn the American people against the separationist 
principle. To expose the Religious Right's blatant 
distortions of U.S. history and correct its skewed 
analysis of legal rulings, Boston objectively reviews the 
evolution of church/state relations in the United States 
and looks at how the separation principle has been 
applied by the courts. He also examines efforts by 
sectarian groups to win government support for their 
schools, the school prayer issue, the history of the free 
exercise of religion, and the controversial role of 
religion in the public square.

Queering 
Christianity: 
Finding a Place 
at the Table for 
LGBTQI 
Christians

Robert 
E. 
Shore-
Goss et. 
Al.

Through essays by noted lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer or questioning, and intersex 
(LGBTQI) religion scholars, this important compilation 
summarizes the history and current status of LGBTQI 
theology, exploring its relationship to the policies, 
practices, and theology of traditional Christianity. 
Contributors contrast the "radically inclusive" thinking 
of LGBTQI theology with the "exclusivity" practiced by 
many Christian churches, explaining the reasoning of 
each and clarifying contentious issues. At the same 
time, the book highlights ways in which "queer" 
theology and practice benefit Christian congregations. 
Writing from the perspective of grassroots Christian 
LGBTQI movements, many of the contributors draw 
upon their own experiences. Equally important, the 
work creates the basis for dialogue between traditional 
churches and followers of LGBTQI theology, offering 
practical suggestions for Christian congregations that 
wish to put aside exclusionary policies and practices.

Toward 
Benevolent 
Neutrality: 
Church, State, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Robert 
Miller. 
and 
Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

Presents the text of virtually every significant Supreme 
Court decision concerning religious freedom and 
separation of church and state. Also included are 
essays interpreting the historical background and legal 
issues involved in each case, beginning with the 
principal events leading to the adoption of the First 
Amendment.

Without a Prayer: 
Religious 
Expression in 
Public Schools

Robert 
S. Alley

This is the first thorough examination of school prayer 
to bring together the experiences of parents and 
children involved in contesting public school 
sanctioned prayer and Bible reading. Alley explores the 
way in which terms like "nonpreferentialism," 
"toleration" and "accommodation" are being used to 
hide violations of the First Amendment. Personal 
interviews were conducted with those involved in 
seven prominent cases. Each story challenges 
communities that impose the mores and cultural 
patterns of religion on their public schools. The result, 
in most instances, has been angry protests as well as 
threats against parents and children, and/or property 
damage.

Red State 
Religion: Faith 
and Politics in 
America's 
Heartland

Robert 
Wuthno
w

In Red State Religion, Robert Wuthnow tells the story 
of religiously motivated political activism in Kansas 
from territorial days to the present. He examines how 
faith mixed with politics as both ordinary Kansans and 
leaders such as John Brown, Carrie Nation, William 
Allen White, and Dwight Eisenhower struggled over the 
pivotal issues of their times, from slavery and 
Prohibition to populism and anti-communism. Beyond 
providing surprising new explanations of why Kansas 
became a conservative stronghold, the book sheds 
new light on the role of religion in red states across the 
Midwest and the United States. Contrary to recent 
influential accounts, Wuthnow argues that Kansas 
conservatism is largely pragmatic, not ideological, and 
that religion in the state has less to do with politics and 
contentious moral activism than with relationships 
between neighbors, friends, and fellow churchgoers. 

The Necessity of 
Secularism

Ronald 
A. 
Lindsey

For the first time in human history, a significant 
percentage of the world’s population no longer 
believes in God. This is especially true in developed 
nations, where in some societies nonbelievers now 
outnumber believers. Unless religion collapses 
completely, or undergoes a remarkable resurgence, 
countries across the globe must learn to carefully and 
effectively manage this societal mix of religious and 
irreligious. For in a world already deeply riven by 
sectarian conflict, this unprecedented demographic 
shift presents yet another challenge to humanity. 
Writing in an engaging, accessible style, philosopher 
and lawyer Ronald A. Lindsay develops a tightly 
crafted argument for secularism—specifically, that in a 
religiously pluralistic society, a robust, thoroughgoing 
secularism is the only reliable means of preserving 
meaningful democracy and rights of conscience.

To Defend the 
Constitution: 
Religion, 
Conscientious 
Objection, 
Naturalization, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

The story of people who were denied citizenship 
because they were conscientious objectors to war and 
how they fought their battles in the Supreme Court.

That Godless 
Court? Supreme 
Court Decisions 
on Church-State 
Relationships

Ronald 
Flowers

The "religious clause" of the First Amendment, 
seemingly simple and clear, has been and continues to 
be controversial in its application. In this book, Flowers 
explains the Court's thinking, clarifying for readers the 
decisions that have been built on or that have altered 
previous positions.

The Majesty of 
the Law: 
Reflections of a 
Supreme Court 
Justice

Sandra 
Day 
O'Conn
or

Not about church and state, but a readable introduction 
to the Supreme Court, its procedures and some of the 
issues it faces. 

God's Profits: 
Faith, Fraud and 
the Republican 
Crusade for 
Values Voters

Sarah 
Posner

Keenly observed and meticulously reported, "God's 
Profits" examines the unholy alliance between a new 
breed of corrupt televangelists and the Republican 
Party, which is eagerly courting "values voters" in the 
nation's largest megachurches. Author Sarah Posner 
exposes the activities of Kenneth Copeland, John 
Hagee, Rod Parsley, T.D. Jakes, and other politically 
connected, skillfully marketed, and increasingly 
influential religious leaders. Preaching the "prosperity 
gospel"???the notion that faith and tithing alone can 
ensure financial security???both in their churches and 
over the airwaves, these charismatic leaders scam the 
gullible even as they enjoy unprecedented access to 
top Bush Administration officials. 

Sexual 
Orientation and 
Human Rights in 
American 
Religious 
Discourse

Saul M. 
Olyan & 
Martha 
C. 
Nussba
um

Sexual orientation is a topic of intense debate within 
America's religious traditions. These discussions have 
had a significant impact on the formation of public 
policy, as speakers who locate themselves squarely 
within religious traditions have articulated positions on 
both sides in recent arguments concerning gays in the 
military, civil rights protections for gays and lesbians, 
gay marriage, parenting and foster parenting, and 
benefits for partners of gay and lesbian employees of 
major corporations and institutions. This volume, which 
stems from a 1995 conference at Brown University, 
aims to promote both academic and public 
understanding of the different positions that exist on 
sexual orientation and its public policy dimensions 
within four major American religious traditions. Writers 
from within the Jewish community, the Roman Catholic 
church, Mainline Protestant churches, and African-
American churches explore the history and tradition of 
their communities on same-sex orientation, discuss the 
moral stance they advocate, and consider the legal 
and public policy implications of that stance. For each 
of these traditions, two opposing views are 
represented, and a respondent frames the issue in a 
larger context. The book concludes with essays by 
Michael McConnell and Andrew Koppelman exploring 
how our society might find a modus vivendi in a state 
position of neutrality on the moral status of 
homosexuality.

Attack of the 
Theocrats! How 
the Religious 
Right Harms Us 
All- And What We 
Can Do About It

Sean 
Fairclot
h

At no time in American history has the United States 
had such a high percentage of theocratic members of 
Congress--those who expressly endorse religious bias 
in law. Just as ominously, at no other time have 
religious fundamentalists effectively had veto power 
over one of the country's two major political parties. As 
Sean Faircloth argues, this has led to the crumbling of 
the country's most cherished founding principle--the 
wall separating church and state--and presages even 
more crumbling.

Ellery's Protest: 
How One Young 
Man Defied 
Tradition and 
Sparked the 
Battle Over 
School Prayer

Stephen 
D. 
Solomo
n

Tells the fascinating personal and legal drama of the 
Schempp case: the family’s struggle against the ugly 
reactions of neighbors, and the impassioned courtroom 
clashes as brilliant lawyers on both sides argued about 
the meaning of religious freedom. But Schempp was 
not the only case challenging religious exercises in the 
schools at the time, and Ellery’s Protest describes the 
race to the Supreme Court among the attorneys for 
four such cases. Solomon also explores the political, 
cultural, and religious roots of the controversy. 

The Bible, The 
School and the 
Constitution: The 
Clash that 
Shaped Modern 
Church-State 
Doctrine

Steven 
K. 
Green

Draws attention to an often overlooked nineteenth 
century that remains relevant to today's church-state 
debate
Offers historical as well as legal perspectives on a 
crucial episode in American history
Extensively documented from primary sources

Freethinkers: A 
History of 
American 
Secularism

Susan 
Jacoby

At a time when the separation of church and state is 
under attack as never before, Freethinkers offers a 
powerful defense of the secularist heritage that gave 
Americans the first government in the world founded 
not on the authority of religion but on the bedrock of 
human reason. In impassioned, elegant prose, 
celebrated author Susan Jacoby traces more than two 
hundred years of secularist activism, beginning with 
the fierce debate over the omission of God from the 
Constitution. Moving from nineteenth-century 
abolitionism and suffragism through the twentieth 
century's civil liberties, civil rights, and feminist 
movements, Freethinkersilluminates the neglected 
achievements of secularists who, allied with tolerant 
believers, have led the battle for reform in the past and 
today.

The Age of 
American 
Unreason

Susan 
Jacoby

A cultural history of the last forty years, The Age of 
American Unreason focuses on the convergence of 
social forces-usually treated as separate entities-that 
has created a perfect storm of anti-rationalism. These 
include the upsurge of religious fundamentalism, with 
more political power today than ever before; the failure 
of public education to create an informed citizenry; and 
the triumph of video over print culture. Sparing neither 
the right nor the left, Jacoby asserts that Americans 
today have embraced a universe of “junk thought” that 
makes almost no effort to separate fact from opinion.

The First 
Freedoms: 
Church and State 
in America to the 
Passage of the 
First Amendment

Thomas 
Curry

Is government forbidden to assist all religions equally, 
as the Supreme Court has held? Or does the First 
Amendment merely ban exclusive aid to one religion, 
as critics of the Court assert? The First Freedoms 
studies the church-state context of colonial and 
revolutionary America to present a bold new reading of 
the historical meaning of the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment. Synthesizing and interpreting a 
wealth of evidence from the founding of Virginia to the 
passage of the Bill of Rights, including everything 
published in America before 1791, Thomas Curry 
traces America's developing ideas on religious liberty 
and offers the most extensive investigation ever of the 
historical origins and background of the First 
Amendment's religion clauses.

The Age of 
Reason

Thomas 
Paine

Of all the tyrannies that affect mankind, tyranny in 
religion is the worst," declared Thomas Paine, adding, 
"every other species of tyranny is limited to the world 
we live in; but this attempts to stride beyond the grave, 
and seeks to pursue us into eternity." Paine's years of 
study and reflection on the role of religion in society 
culminated with his final work, The Age of Reason. 
This coolly reasoned polemic influenced religious 
thinking throughout the world at the dawn of the 
nineteenth century, and its resonance remains 
undiminished by time.
The selfsame humanist and egalitarian views that 
made Paine a popular figure of the American 
Revolution brought him into frequent conflict with 
political authorities. Parts of The Age of Reason were 
written in a French jail, where Paine was confined for 
his opposition to the execution of Louis XVI. An atack 
on revealed religion from the deist point of view — 
embodied by Paine's credo, "I believe in one God, and 
no more" — this work undertakes a hitherto unheard-of 
approach to Bible study. Its critical and objective 
examination of Old and New Testatments cites 
nemerous contradictions as evidence against literal 
interpretations of the text. Well articulated and 
eminently readable, The Age of Reason is a classic of 
free thought.

Founding Faith: 
Providence, 
Politics, and the 
Birth of Religious 
Freedom in 
America

Waldma
n, 
Steven

Waldman lays out the debate between the 
accommodationists and separationists and then details 
the activities and beliefs of the Founding Fathers to 
see who of the contemporary disputants is right. He 
comes down in favor of the separationists, but he is fair 
to each side and helps the student understand the 
nature of the debate and where it comes from. 

The First Liberty, 
Religion and the 
American 
Republic

William 
Lee 
Miller

Though many claim the United States to be a 
"Christian Nation," Miller provides a fascinatingly vivid 
account of the philosophical skirmishes and political 
machinations that led to the "wall of separation" 
between church and state. That famous phrase is 
Jefferson's, though it does not appear in the 
Declaration of Independence nor in the Constitution. 
But Miller follows this seminal idea from three great 
standard-bearers of religious liberty: Jefferson, 
Madison, and Roger Williams. Jefferson, who wrote 
the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, the 
precursor of the First Amendment of the Constitution; 
James Madison, who was politically responsible for 
Virginia's acceptance of religious liberty and who, a 
few years later, helped draft the Bill of Rights; and the 
even earlier figure, the radical dissenter Roger 
Williams, who propounded the idea of religious 
freedom not as a rational secularist but out of a deeply 
held spiritual faith. 

Church and State 
in American 
History, 3rd 
Edition

Wilson, 
John F. 
and 
Donald 
L. 
Drakem
an

Presents chronologically-organized chapters that 
include selections from documents like colonial 
charters, opinions of the Supreme Court and salient 
legislation, along with contemporary commentary, and 
incisive interpretations of the issues by modern 
scholars. Figures as divergent as John Winthrop, John 
F. Kennedy, and Sandra Day O’Connor speak from 
these pages as directly as Paul Blanshard, Leon 
Higginbotham, John Courtney Murray, and Robert 
Bellah. Church and State in American History 
addresses the difficult relationships among the political 
and religious structures of our society and the 
emergence of an American solution to the church-state 
problem.



Title Author Description
Visions of 
Reality- What 
Fundamentalist 
Schools Teach

Albert J. 
Menend
ez

Although a majority of Americans have repeatedly 
shown in referendum elections and opinion polls that 
they oppose tax support for nonpublic schools, 
fundamentalist leaders and their political lobbies are 
putting increasing pressure on Congress and state 
legislatures to compel taxpayers to support sectarian 
private schools through "vouchers" or "tuition tax 
credits," under the deceptive banner of "school 
choice." Albert J. Menendez has carefully examined 
the most widely used history, English, and science 
textbooks in fundamentalist private schools. He 
documents the fact that these schools promote 
prejudice against people of other faiths, distort history, 
derogate our literary heritage, cast science in a bad 
light, and otherwise indoctrinate children with "visions 
of reality" that are incompatible with public tax support.

Religion and the 
Public Schools

Anne 
Marie 
Lofaso

Religion in the Public Schools: A Road Map for 
Avoiding Lawsuits and Respecting Parents’ Legal 
Rights is designed to help. This handy 129-page book, 
written by Associate Professor of Law Anne Marie 
Lofaso of West Virginia University, examines what the 
courts have said about many religion-in-school 
controversies and provides clear, concise answers to 
common questions. Fully referenced and 
footnoted, Religion in the Public Schools is the perfect 
guide for anyone seeking to better navigate the 
intersection between religion and public education.

Why We Still 
Need Public 
Schools

Art Must 
Jr.

Two cornerstones of American democracy - separation 
of church and state, and public schools - are under 
increasing attack. As this collection of essays, written 
by some of America's leading educators, political 
figures, and advocates of religious liberty shows, 
universal public education and the separation of 
church and state are related. The eminent contributors 
to this book argue that we need to defend both 
institutions against increasing onslaughts by the 
Religious Right and other self-proclaimed arbiters of 
societal behavior, who seek to dictate public policy and 
who are labeling the public schools themselves as 
"immoral" institutions. At issue here is not whether 
public schools need to be improved. It is assumed that 
improvement is necessary.

Piety & Politics: 
The Right Wing 
Assault on 
Religious 
Freedom

Barry 
Lynn

In the wake of the 2004 presidential election, the 
Religious Right insisted that George Bush had been 
handed a mandate for an ideology-based social 
agenda, including the passage of a “marriage 
amendment” to ban same-sex unions, diversion of tax 
money to religious groups through “faith-based 
initiatives,” the teaching of creationism in public 
schools, and restrictions on abortion. Led by an 
aggressive band of television preachers and extremist 
radio personalities, the Religious Right set its sights on 
demolishing the wall of separation between church and 
state. The Reverend Barry Lynn is a devout Christian, 
but he argues that politicians need to stop looking to 
the Bible to justify their actions and should consult 
another source instead: the U.S. Constitution. 

First Freedom 
First: A Citizen's 
Guide to 
Protecting 
Religious Liberty 
and Separation of 
Church and State

Barry 
Lynn & 
C. 
Welton 
Gaddy

The United States is the most religiously diverse nation 
in the world, due in large part to the clauses of the First 
Amendment that guarantee freedom for and from 
religion. But as we debate displaying Christmas trees 
at city hall and the Ten Commandments in the 
courthouse, we must ask: in what other ways is our 
religious liberty being compromised. In First Freedom 
First, with clear language and recognizable examples, 
two of the most trusted voices on church-state 
separation address head-on the many areas where 
religion and politics overlap, with consequences for all 
Americans.

The Right to 
Religious Liberty: 
The Basic ACLU 
Guide to 
Religious Rights

Barry 
Lynn, 
Marc D. 
Stern, 
and 
Oliver 
S. 
Thomas

This revised and updated edition of The Right to 
Religious Liberty sets forth an individual’s religious 
rights under present law, offering suggestions as to 
how they can be preserved and protected. (A bit 
dated-1995- but otherwise a good resource)

  Journal of 
Church and State

Baylor 
Universi
ty

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Pray the Gay 
Away: The 
Extraordinary 
Lives of Bible 
Belt Gays

Bernade
tte 
Barton

While some areas of the Unites States have made 
tremendous progress in securing rights for gay people, 
Bible Belt states lag behind. In Pray the Gay Away, 
Bernadette Barton argues that conventions of small 
town life, rules which govern Southern manners, and 
the power wielded by Christian institutions serve as a 
foundation for both passive and active homophobia in 
the Bible Belt. She explores how conservative 
Christian ideology reproduces homophobic attitudes 
and shares how Bible Belt gays negotiate these 
attitudes in their daily lives. Drawing on the remarkable 
stories of Bible Belt gays, Barton brings to the fore 
their thoughts, experiences and hard-won insights to 
explore the front lines of our national culture war over 
marriage, family, hate crimes, and equal rights. 

To Serve God 
and Wal-Mart: 
The Making of 
Christian Free 
Enterprise

Bethany 
Ellen 
Moreton

In the decades after World War II, evangelical 
Christianity nourished America’s devotion to free 
markets, free trade, and free enterprise. The history of 
Wal-Mart uncovers a complex network that united Sun 
Belt entrepreneurs, evangelical employees, Christian 
business students, overseas missionaries, and free-
market activists. Through the stories of people linked 
by the world’s largest corporation, Bethany Moreton 
shows how a Christian service ethos powered 
capitalism at home and abroad.

Moral Minority: 
Our Skeptical 
Founding Fathers

Brooke 
Allen

In her lively refutation of modern claims about 
America's religious origins, Brooke Allen looks back at 
the late eighteenth century and shows decisively that 
the United States was founded not on Christian 
principles at all but on Enlightenment ideas. Moral 
Minority presents a powerful case that the unique legal 
framework the Founding Fathers created was 
designed according to the humanist ideals of 
Enlightenment thinkers: God entered the picture only 
as a very minor player, and Jesus Christ was 
conspicuous by his absence. The guiding spirit of the 
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. 
Constitution, Ms. Allen explains, was not Jesus Christ 
but John Locke. In direct and accessible prose, she 
provides fascinating chapters on the religious lives of 
the six men she considers the key Founding Fathers: 
Franklin, Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, and Hamilton. Far from being the 
conventional pious Christians we too often imagine, 
these men were skeptical intellectuals, in some cases 
not even Christians at all.

The Battle over 
School Prayer: 
How Engel v. 
Vitale Changed 
America

Bruce J. 
Dierenfi
eld

Bruce Dierenfield has written a concise and readable 
guide to the first and still most important case that 
addressed the constitutionality of prayer in public 
schools. The 22-word recitation in a Long Island school 
that was challenged in Engel v. Vitale was hardly 
denominational not even overtly Christian but a handful 
of parents saw it as a violation of the First 
Amendment's proscription again the establishment of 
religion. The case forced the Supreme Court to take a 
stand on Jefferson's "wall of separation" between 
church and state. When it did so, the Court declared 
that by endorsing the prayer recitation no matter how 
brief, non-denominational, or voluntary the Long Island 
school board had unconstitutionally approved the 
establishment of religion in school. Writing with 
impeccable fairness and sensitivity, Dierenfield sets his 
account of the Engel decision in the larger historical 
and political context, citing battles over a wide range of 
religious activities in public schools throughout 
American history. Through interviews with many of the 
participants, he also reveals the large price paid by the 
plaintiffs and their children, who were frequently 
harassed both during and after the trial. 

Religious 
Fundamentalisms 
and the Human 
Rights of Women

C. 
Howlan
d

Dialogue on the conflict between religious 
fundamentalism and women's rights is often stymied 
by an 'all or nothing' approach: fundamentalists claim 
of absolute religious freedom, while some feminists 
dismiss religion entirely as being so imbued with 
patriarchy as to be eternally opposed to women's 
rights. This ignores, though, the experiences of 
religious women who suffer under fundamentalism and 
fight to resist it, perceiving themselves to be at once 
religious and feminist. In Religious Fundamentalisms 
and the Human Rights of Women , Howland provides a 
forum for these different scholars, both religious and 
nonreligious, to meet and seek common ground in their 
fight against fundamentalism. Through an examination 
of international human rights, national law, grass roots 
activism, and theology, this volume explores the acute 
problems that contemporary fundamentalist 
movements pose for women's equality and liberty 
rights.

Liars for Jesus: 
The Religious 
Right's Alternate 
Version of 
American History

Chris 
Rodda

Liars for Jesus debunks many of the historical lies 
invented and used by the Christian nationalist history 
revisionists in their efforts to further their far right 
political agenda and destroy the wall of separation 
between church and state in America. Liars for Jesus 
is not a book about religion. It is a history book, 
presenting and fully documenting the true stories and 
historical facts that are distorted in the "Christian 
nation" pseudo-history promoted by the religious right.

Wrapped in the 
Flag

Claire 
Conner

Claire Conner’s award-winning memoir, Wrapped in 
the Flag (Beacon Press 2013, 2014) weaves her  
intimate personal stories with the history of the 1960s, 
70s, and 80s. She chronicles her parents’ obsession 
with radical right-wing politics embodied in the John 
Birch Society, the most powerful  anti-Communist, anti-
government, populist movement of the 20th century

Nonbeliever 
Nation: The Rise 
of Secular 
Americans

David 
Niose

Today, one in five Americans are nonbelievers―a 
rapidly growing group at a time when traditional 
Christian churches are dwindling in numbers. Still we 
see almost none of them openly serving in elected 
office, while many others continue to loudly proclaim 
the falsehood of America as a Christian nation. David 
Niose calls for nonreligious Americans from all 
backgrounds to step out of the shadows and signal 
their opposition to the long-dominant Religious Right. 
Exploring all the hot-button issues that divide the 
country―from gay marriage to education policy to 
contentious church-state battles―he shows how 
Secular Americans―a group comprised not just of 
atheists and agnostics, but lapsed Catholics, secular 
Jews, and millions of others who have walked away 
from organized religion―are mobilizing and forming 
groups all over the country (even atheist clubs in Bible-
belt high schools) to challenge the exaltation of religion 
in American politics and public life. 

Original Intent: 
Chief Justice 
Rehnquist and 
the Course of 
American 
Church/State 
Relations

Derek 
Davis

Contemporary debate in the area of church/state 
relations centers around the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment: "Congress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of religion [the 
Establishment Clause] or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof [the Free Exercise Clause]." Original Intent is a 
readable and objective summary of the views of Chief 
Justice Rehnquist and an enlightening treatise on the 
future of church/state relations in America.

Roger Williams: 
Prophet of Liberty

Edwin 
C. 
Gaustad

Roger Williams chronicles the life of one of the most 
remarkable forefathers in American history. A true 
revolutionary, this devout Puritan championed Native 
American rights; wrote treatises on equal rights, flag 
desecration, and the separation of church and state; 
established the first American settlement based on 
total religious toleration--and he lived more than a 
century before independence, when America was still a 
vast wilderness! Williams went on to adopt adult 
baptism and founded the first Baptist church in 
America. He became president of Rhode Island colony 
in 1654, served as captain in the defense of 
Providence during King Philip's War, and continued to 
write and preach passionately for religious tolerance 
and Native American rights until his death in 1683.

Proclaim Liberty 
Throughout the 
Land: A History of 
Church and State 
in America

Edwin 
Gaustad

In this volume, one of the most distinguished scholars 
of American religious history traces the complicated 
relationship of church and state from the early colonial 
period, through the unique American experiment in 
religious liberty after the Revolution, to the ongoing 
debate over religious issues in our schools and 
communities. Edwin Gaustad relates entertaining and 
edifying accounts of headline-grabbing court trials 
involving polygamy, witchcraft, and church taxation. He 
quotes moving passages from the speeches and 
writings of American Presidents and Supreme Court 
justices to prove that, to paraphrase Michelangelo, 
"religious liberty is made up of a series of trifles, but 
religious liberty is no trifle."

Faith of the 
Founders: 
Religion and the 
New Nation, 
1776-1826

Edwin 
S. 
Gaustad

Edwin Gaustad provides a careful consideration of the 
developing relationship between religion and the state 
after the American Revolution. With concise focus on 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, 
George Washington, and John Adams, Gaustad 
identifies seven varying―sometimes 
contrary―perspectives on religion that guided the 
nation's founders. Faith of the Founders shows how 
these figures possessed an intuitive understanding of 
religion that helped nourish a young country. This brief 
but insightful book offers a look into the founding 
fathers' genius―and points to a way forward through 
the ideological boundaries that threaten to upend the 
daily doings of American government today.

With God on 
Their Side: How 
Christian 
Fundamentalists 
Trampled 
Science, Policy 
and Democracy 
in George W. 
Bush's White 
House

Esther 
Kaplan

When asked which single issue most affected their 
vote in the last presidential election, more than one in 
five Americans said “moral values”—and 78 percent of 
these voters chose to reelect President George W. 
Bush. As Esther Kaplan shows in her richly detailed 
investigation, it’s no wonder the Christian right voted 
for Bush in droves—their loyal support in 2000 
produced fantastic results. While organizations that 
offer abortion counseling and services or help to 
prevent HIV see their funds cut, church groups receive 
millions in federal dollars to promote sexual abstinence 
and marriage (provided, of course, it is heterosexual). 
Bush has appointed a Christian right dream team to 
the federal courts, dedicated to tearing down what one 
such judge calls “the so-called separation of church 
and state. Religious zeal even shapes Bush’s foreign 
policy, as Christian belief in the end times spurs the 
administration’s support for hard-line policies in Israel.

Evolution vs. 
Creationism

Eugenie 
C. Scott

More than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the 
debate over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.

The Separation 
of Church and 
State: Writings on 
a Fundamental 
Freedom by 
America's 
Founders

Forrest 
Church

A primer of essential writings about one of the 
cornerstones of our democracy by the original authors 
of the Constitution, edited by preeminant liberal 
theologian Forrest Church. Americans will never stop 
debating the question of church-state separation, and 
such debates invariably lead back to the nation’s 
beginnings and the founders’ intent. The Separation of 
Church and State presents a basic collection of the 
founders’ teachings on this topic. This concise primer 
gets past the rhetoric that surrounds the current 
debate, placing the founders’ vivid writings on religious 
liberty in historical perspective. Edited and with running 
commentary by Forrest Church, this important 
collection informs anyone curious about the original 
blueprint for our country and its government.

Separation of 
Church and 
State: Founding 
Principle of 
Religious Liberty

Frank 
Lambert

Frank Lambert tackles the central claims of the 
Religious Right "historians" who insist that America 
was conceived as a "Christian State," that modern-day 
"liberals" and "secularists" have distorted and/or 
ignored the place of religion in American history, and 
that the phrase "the separation of church and state" 
does not appear in any of the founding documents and 
is, therefore, a myth created by the Left. He discusses 
what separates "bad" history from "good" history, and 
concludes that the self-styled "historians" of the 
Religious Right create a "useful past" that enlists the 
nation's founders on behalf of present-day 
conservative religious and political causes. The result 
of a politicized religious history exposes the Religious 
Right "history" as fabrications and half-truths. In fact, 
one of the foundational principles of the Constitution is 
that of separation as the key to safeguarding freedom: 
separation of powers, separation of federal and state 
governments, and separation of church and state.

Religious 
Expression and 
the American 
Constitution

Frankly
n 
Haiman

In the current environment and fervor for “homeland 
security,” personal freedoms in exchange for security 
are coming under more scrutiny. Among these 
guaranteed freedoms are the protection of religious 
expression given by the U.S. Constitution and the 
constitutional prohibitions against behaviors that 
violate the separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.

Eternal Hostility: 
The Struggle 
Between 
Theocracy and 
Democracy

Frederic
k 
Clarkso
n

What is behind the violence against abortion clinics, 
attacks on gays and lesbians and the growing power of 
the religious right? Frederick Clarkson makes it clear 
that beyond the bombers and assassins who 
sometimes make news, is a growing, if not well 
understood, movement that encompasses Pat 
Robertson's Christian Coalition, the Unification Church 
of Sun Myung Moon and the Promise Keepers--the 
lead agency of the so-called Christian men's 
movement. Clarkson exposes the wild card of the 
"theology of vigilantism" which urges the enforcement 
of "God's law" and argues for fundamentalist revolution 
against constitutional democracy. 

Setting the 
Record Straight: 
Response to 
Misconceptions 
About Public 
Education in the 
US

Gerald 
Bracey

Gerald Bracey knows there are three kinds of lies in 
education policy: lies, damned lies, and the statistics 
that reactionary reformers tout as evidence in favor of 
dismantling our public schools. In this second and 
substantially updated edition of the hard-hitting Setting 
the Record Straight, Bracey goes toe-to-toe with the 
opponents of quality public education. You'll learn how 
to discredit them in your own discussions by using the 
very logic and statistical analyses they purport to have 
on their side. In this series of smart, forceful analyses, 
Bracey homes in on specific topics like vouchers, 
school funding, and comparisons to international test 
scores, themes around which agitators have created a 
host of mythological American school failures from the 
flimsiest of evidence. Each essay begins with a 
question you might commonly hear in conversation 
about these alleged shortcomings, to which Bracey 
provides a brief, sound- byte-ready rebuttal. Then he 
follows it up with a full-length explanation, replete with 
statistical data and talking points that fully support his 
assertions-and silence those who would undermine 
education with disinformation.

Not in Our 
Classrooms

Glenn 
Branch 
& 
Eugenie 
C. Scott

Where did the concept of intelligent design originate? 
How does it connect with, and conflict with, various 
religious beliefs? Should we teach the controversy 
itself in our science classrooms? In clear and lively 
essays, a team of experts answers these questions 
and many more, describing the history of the intelligent 
design movement and the lack of scientific support for 
its claims. Most importantly, the contributors—
authorities on the scientific, legal, educational, and 
theological problems of intelligent design-speak 
specifically to teachers and parents about the need to 
defend the integrity of science education by keeping 
intelligent design out of science curriculums. 

Lowering the 
Wall: Religion 
and the Supreme 
Court in the 
1980s

Gregg 
Ivers

Convinced that church-state law under the Supreme 
Court during the 1980s took "a giant-and unwelcome 
step--backward," Gregg Ivers's book explores the 
changing relationship between religion and the state. 
Those looking for a neutral account of this relationship 
should look elsewhere. This book, commissioned by 
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, is a liberal's 
response to use of the courts by "[r]eligious 
conservatives, encouraged by the election of Ronald 
Reagan," to create a "broad wave of conservative 
religious populism" in pursuit of school prayer, financial 
assistance for parochial institutions and equal access 
to public school facilities for student religious clubs.

The Oxford 
Companion to the 
Supreme Court of 
the United States

Hall, 
Kermit L

Not about church and state, but a great resource book 
on the Court.

The Journal of 
Law and Religion

Hamline 
Universi
ty Law 
School

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Religion on Trial: 
How Supreme 
Court Trends 
Threaten 
Freedom of 
Conscience in 
America

Hammo
nd, 
Philip 
E., 
David 
W. 
Machac
ek and 
Eric 
Michael 
Mazur

A powerful indictment of the current Supreme Court, 
arguing the regressive justices are not faithful to the 
Constitution and thereby endanger religious freedom.

The Godless 
Constitution: The 
Case Against 
Religious 
Correctness

Isaac 
Krammi
k & R. 
Lawrenc
e Moore

The Godless Constitution is an urgent and timely 
reexamination of the roots of church-state separation 
in American politics - and a ringing refutation of the 
misguided claims of the religious right. In this important 
polemic two distinguished scholars of American 
political ideas and religion refute this dangerous 
attempt to introduce what they term "religious 
correctness" into our politics, by reminding us that the 
absence of any mention of God in the Constitution was 
a conscious action on the framers' part, intended to 
prevent the bloody religious controversies that so 
marked European history. They also emphasize that 
church-state separation was seen as a guarantee of - 
not a hindrance to - religions liberty. Fully respecting 
the importance of religion in the public sphere, yet 
forthright in defining proper limits, The Godless 
Constitution offers a bracing return to the first 
principles of American democracy - and a guide to 
keeping them intact in the forthcoming presidential 
campaign.

Holy Hullabaloos: 
A Road Trip to 
the Battlegrounds 
of the Church-
State Wars

J. D. 
Wexler

After ten years spent riddling over the intricacies of 
church/state law from the ivory tower, law professor 
Jay Wexler decided it was high time to hit the road to 
learn what really happened in some of the most 
controversial Supreme Court cases involving this hot-
button issue. In Holy Hullabaloos, he takes us along for 
the ride, crossing the country to meet the people and 
visit the places responsible for landmark decisions in 
recent judicial history, from a high school football field 
where fans once recited prayers before kickoff to a 
Santeria church notorious for animal sacrifice, from a 
publicly funded Muslim school to a creationist 
museum. Wexler's no-holds-barred approach to 
investigating famous church/state brouhahas is as 
funny as it is informative.

Far Right 
Fantasy: A 
Sociology of 
American 
Religion and 
Politics

James 
Aho

Far-Right Fantasy is a straight-forward, jargon-free 
study of contemporary American right-wing extremism. 
The book addresses the strengths and weaknesses of 
the standard psycho-social-cultural explanations of far-
right activism. It shows how extremists are similar 
educationally and psychologically to their more 
conventional neighbors; that they get into the 
movement in the same way that others become peace 
activists or radical environmentalists, namely, through 
their ties with fellow workers and church-goers, family 
members, and classmates; and that their views are 
given a patina of certainty by being repeatedly 
corroborated within closed, non-contaminated 
communication systems. 

Religion and the 
State: Essays in 
Honor of Leo 
Pfeffer

James 
E. Wood 
Jr.

These essays examine major themes affecting religion 
and the state in a free society and the interaction of 
religion and world order. While concern is given to the 
historical and judicial context of the Establishment and 
Free Exercise Clauses of the First Amendment, special 
attention is given to contemporary church-state 
problems in American life. In addition, the volume 
analyzes alternatives to church-state relations outside 
the United States and freedom of religion in the 
international advance of human rights.

Supreme 
Conflict: The 
Inside Story of 
the Struggle for 
Control of the 
United States 
Supreme Court

Jan 
Crawfor
d 
Greenb
urg

Drawing on unprecedented access to the Supreme 
Court justices themselves and their inner circles, 
acclaimed ABC News legal correspondent Jan 
Crawford Greenburg offers an explosive newsbreaking 
account of one of the most momentous political 
watersheds in American history. From the series of 
Republican nominations that proved deeply frustrating 
to conservatives to the decades of bruising battles that 
led to the rise of Justices Roberts and Alito, this is the 
authoritative story of the conservative effort to shift the 
direction of the high court—a revelatory look at one of 
the central fronts of America's culture wars by one of 
the most widely respected experts on the subject.

The Nine: Inside 
the Secret World 
of the Supreme 
Court

Jeffrey 
Toobin

In The Nine, acclaimed journalist Jeffrey Toobin takes 
us into the chambers of the most important—and 
secret—legal body in our country, the Supreme Court, 
revealing the complex dynamic among the nine people 
who decide the law of the land. An institution at a 
moment of transition, the Court now stands at a crucial 
point, with major changes in store on such issues as 
abortion, civil rights, and church-state relations. Based 
on exclusive interviews with the justices and with a 
keen sense of the Court’s history and the trajectory of 
its future, Jeffrey Toobin creates in The Nine a riveting 
story of one of the most important forces in American 
life today. (2008)

Roger Williams 
and the Creation 
of the American 
Soul: Church, 
State and the 
Birth of Liberty

John M. 
Barry

For four hundred years, Americans have wrestled with 
and fought over two concepts that define the nature of 
the nation: the proper relation between church and 
state and between a free individual and the state. 
These debates began with the extraordinary thought 
and struggles of Roger Williams, who had an 
unparalleled understanding of the conflict between a 
government that justified itself by "reason of state"-i.e. 
national security-and its perceived "will of God" and the 
"ancient rights and liberties" of individuals. Acclaimed 
historian John M. Barry explores the development of 
these fundamental ideas through the story of the man 
who was the first to link religious freedom to individual 
liberty, and who created in America the first 
government and society on earth informed by those 
beliefs. 

Religious Liberty 
and the Secular 
State

John M. 
Swomle
y

This book exposes the Supreme Court's erosion of the 
Establishment Clause while emphasizing the Free 
Exercise Clause. Swomley also explores civil religion, 
secular humanism, and the current counter-revolution 
against separation of church and state led by some 
religious and political conservatives who would profit 
from government aid. He also lists the benefits 
churches would realize under a secular government.

Religion and the 
American 
Constitutional 
Experiment: 
Essential Rights 
and Liberties

John 
Witte, 
Jr.

The third edition of this classic book provides a 
comprehensive, multidisciplinary overview of the 
history, theory, law, and comparative analysis of 
American religious liberty from the earliest colonial 
period through the most recent Supreme Court cases. 
The authors present balanced, accessible discussions 
of controversial issues, such as funding religious 
schools and charities and displaying religious symbols 
on government property. 

The Last 
Freedom: 
Religion from the 
Public School to 
the Public Square

Joseph 
P.Vitterit
i

The presidency of George W. Bush has polarized the 
church-state debate as never before. The Far Right 
has been emboldened to use religion to govern, while 
the Far Left has redoubled its efforts to evict religion 
from public life entirely. In The Last Freedom, Joseph 
Viteritti argues that there is a basic tension between 
religion and democracy because religion often rejects 
compromise as a matter of principle while democracy 
requires compromise to thrive. Viteritti argues that 
Americans must guard against debasing politics with 
either antireligious bigotry or religious zealotry. 
Drawing on politics, history, and law, he defines a new 
approach to the church-state question that protects the 
religious and the secular alike. Challenging much 
conventional opinion, Viteritti argues that the courts 
have failed to adequately protect religious minorities, 
that the rights of the religious are under greater threat 
than those of the secular, and that democracy exacts 
greater compromises and sacrifices from the religious 
than it does from the secular.

The Good News 
Club: The 
Christian Right's 
Stealth Assault 
on America's 
Children

Katherin
e 
Stewart

In 2009, the Good News Club came to the public 
elementary school where journalist Katherine Stewart 
sent her children. The Club, which is sponsored by the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, bills itself as an after-
school program of “Bible study.” But Stewart soon 
discovered that the Club’s real mission is to convert 
children to fundamentalist Christianity and encourage 
them to proselytize to their “unchurched” peers, all the 
while promoting the natural but false impression 
among the children that its activities are endorsed by 
the school. Astonished to discover that the U.S. 
Supreme Court has deemed this—and other forms of 
religious activity in public schools—legal, Stewart set 
off on an investigative journey to dozens of cities and 
towns across the nation to document the impact. In this 
book she demonstrates that there is more religion in 
America’s public schools today than there has been for 
the past 100 years. The movement driving this agenda 
is stealthy. It is aggressive. It has our children in its 
sights. And its ultimate aim is to destroy the system of 
public education as we know it.

American 
Theocracy: The 
Peril and Politics 
of Radical 
Religion, Oil, and 
Borrowed Money 
in the 21st 
Century

Kevin 
Phillips

Phillips takes an uncompromising view of the current 
age of global overreach, fundamentalist religion, 
diminishing resources, and ballooning debt under the 
GOP majority. With an eye to the past and a searing 
vision of the future, Phillips confirms what too many 
Americans are still unwilling to admit about the depth 
of our misgovernment.

The 
Fundamentals of 
Extremism: The 
Christian Right in 
America

Kimberl
y Blaker

The politics, educational policies, and social values 
perpetuated by Christian fundamentalists are exposed 
in this critical perspective on the religious right's role in 
American society. Statistics and studies of the 
movement are offered that provide insight into the 
causes and characteristics of fundamentalism and its 
effects on minority groups including women, children, 
African Americans, gays, and lesbians. Essays from a 
variety of authors consider the path to theocracy, the 
effect of the theology of inerrancy on politics, and the 
state of fundamentalism in the United States after the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Creationism on 
Trial: Evolution 
and God at Little 
Rock

Langdo
n Gilkey

Creationism on Trial is Gilkey's blow-by-blow account 
of his experiences as a witness for the ACLU at the 
1981 creationist trial in Little Rock, AR.

The Devil in 
Dover: An 
Insider's Story of 
Dogma v. Darwin 
in Small Town 
America

Lauri 
Lebo

Local newspaper reporter Lauri Lebo was handed the 
story of a lifetime when the Dover (Pennsylvania) 
School Board adopted a measure to require its ninth-
grade biology students to learn about intelligent 
design. In a case that recalled the famed 1925 Scopes 
“monkey” trial and made international headlines, 
eleven parents sued the school board. When the case 
wound up in federal court before a George W. Bush–
appointed judge, Lebo had a front-row seat. Lebo 
skillfully probes the compelling background of the 
case, introducing us to the plaintiffs, the defendants, 
the lawyers, and a parade of witnesses, along with 
Judge John E. Jones, who would eventually condemn 
the school board’s decision as one of “breathtaking 
inanity.” With the antievolution battle having moved to 
the state level—and the recent passage of state 
legislation that protects the right of schools to teach 
alternatives to evolution—the story will continue to be 
relevant for years to come.

Religion, State 
and the Burger 
Court

Leo 
Pfeffer

In Religion, State and the Burger Court, Leo Pfeffer, 
the leading authority on church/state law, presents a 
trenchant analysis of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court under Chief Justice Warren E. Burger, focusing 
on the Court's interpretation of the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments. These amendments that guarantee the 
separation of church and state and the free exercise of 
religion are fundamental to the unique character of 
democracy as it exists in the United States. However, 
the distinction between affairs of state and the 
concerns of organized religion has become blurred.

The 
Establishment 
Clause, Religion 
and the First 
Amendment

Leonard 
W. Levy

Leonard Levy's classic work examines the 
circumstances that led to the writing of the 
establishment clause of the First Amendment: 
'Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion. . . .' He argues that, contrary 
to popular belief, the framers of the Constitution 
intended to prohibit government aid to religion even on 
an impartial basis. He thus refutes the view of 
'nonpreferentialists,' who interpret the clause as 
allowing such aid provided that the assistance is not 
restricted to a preferred church. For this new edition, 
Levy has added to his original arguments and 
incorporated much new material, including an analysis 
of Jefferson's ideas on the relationship between church 
and state and a discussion of the establishment clause 
cases brought before the Supreme Court since the 
book was originally published in 1986.

God vs The 
Gavel: Religion 
and the Rule of 
Law

Marci 
Hamilto
n

God vs. the Gavel challenges the pervasive 
assumption that all religious conduct deserves 
constitutional protection. While religious conduct 
provides many benefits to society, it is not always 
benign. The thesis of the book is that anyone who 
harms another person should be governed by the laws 
that govern everyone else - and truth be told, religion is 
capable of great harm.

The Search for 
Christian America

Mark 
Noll., 
Nathan 
O. 
Hatch 
and 
George 
M. 
Marsde
n

The Search for Christian America" explores key 
questions raised by the movement asserting the 
Christian heritage of the U.S. and calling for its 
recovery. Through careful historical and contemporary 
analysis, the authors address such issues as: how 
much Christian action is required to make a whole 
society Christian; Puritan New England as case study; 
Christian principles vs. baptised ideology in the 
Revolutionary period; the stumbling block of incorrect 
views of America's history for effective Christian 
involvement in critical public issues; the relationship of 
Christian convictions to political or social agendas; 
learning to think historically as a guard against 
shortsighted or simplistic approaches.

The Myth of 
Christian 
America: What 
You Need to 
Know About the 
Separation of 
Church and State

Mark 
Weldon 
Whitten

Written in an accessible, popular style, Whitten 
provides sound scholarship in defense of the 
exposition of constitutional church-state separation.

Liberty and 
Conscience

Martha 
Nussba
um

The respect for religious difference has formed the 
bedrock of our nation and made equality possible. Yet 
today we are told that “moral values”—code for a 
government shaped by religious concerns—must be 
the keystone of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.

A Wall of 
Separation? 
Debating the 
Public Role of 
Religion

Mary C. 
Segers 
& Ted 
G. Jelen

Should the wall of separation between church and 
state be permeable or inviolable? This question has 
been hotly contested since the nation's founding and 
contentious debates persist today. With a collection of 
the most significant documents and an introduction by 
Clarke E. Cochran that provides the historical context 
of the debate, prominent scholars Mary Segers and 
Ted Jelen debate the impact of organized religion on 
the democratic process, examine its influence on 
political discourse, and discuss its significance for the 
creation of public policy. The authors illuminate the 
constitutional implications of using religion to cultivate 
public morality and discuss the complexities of creating 
a civic-minded citizenry in a pluralistic society.

Religious 
Freedom and the 
Supreme Court

Melissa 
Rogers, 
and 
Steven 
K. 
Green

A completely recast, updated, version of Robert T. 
Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward Benevolent 
Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme Court, 
listed belowA completely recast, updated, version of 
Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward 
Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme 
Court, listed belowA completely recast, updated, 
version of Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, 
Toward Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the 
Supreme Court, listed below

That's Not What 
They Meant! 
Reclaiming 
America's 
Founding Fathers 
from the Right 
Wing

Michael 
Austin

 In That's Not What They Meant! Professor Michael 
Austin examines dozens of books, articles, speeches, 
and radio broadcasts by such figures as Glenn Beck, 
Mark Levin, Sean Hannity, Larry Schweikart, and 
David Barton to expose the deep historical flaws in 
their use of America's founding history. In contrast to 
their misleading method of citing proof texts to serve a 
narrow agenda, Austin allows the Founding Fathers to 
speak for themselves, situating all quotations in the 
proper historical context. What emerges is a true 
historical picture of men who often disagreed with one 
another on such crucial issues as federal power, 
judicial review, and the separation of church and state. 
As Austin shows, the real legacy of the Founding 
Fathers to us is a political process: a system of 
disagreement, debate, and compromise that has kept 
democracy vibrant in America for more than two 
hundred years. Austin's carefully researched and 
rigorously argued book is essential reading for anyone 
seeking the accurate historical background to many of 
the hot-button political debates of today.

The Religious 
Roots of the First 
Amendment: 
Dissenting 
Protestants and 
the Separation of 
Church and State

Nichola
s P. 
Miller

Traditional understandings of the genesis of the 
separation of church and state rest on assumptions 
about "Enlightenment" and the republican ethos of 
citizenship. In The Religious Roots of the First 
Amendment, Nicholas P. Miller does not seek to 
dislodge that interpretation but to augment and enrich 
it by recovering its cultural and discursive religious 
contexts--specifically the discourse of Protestant 
dissent. He argues that commitments by certain 
dissenting Protestants to the right of private judgment 
in matters of Biblical interpretation, an outgrowth of the 
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, helped 
promote religious disestablishment in the early modern 
West. Miller shows that the separation of church and 
state can be read, most persuasively, as the triumph of 
a particular strand of Protestant nonconformity-that 
which stretched back to the Puritan separatist and the 
Restoration sects, rather than to those, like 
Presbyterians, who sought to replace the "wrong" 
church establishment with their own, "right" one. 

The Creator in 
the Courtroom: 
"Scopes II": The 
1981 Arkansas 
Creation-
Evolution Trial

Norman 
Geisler

Written by a creationist, this book is an account of the 
Scopes trial from that perspective, and argues that the 
judge in the case was prejudiced agains creationism 
from the very beginning. 

Storm Center: 
The Supreme 
Court in 
American Politics

O’Brien, 
David M

A terrific introduction to the history and particularly the 
workings of the Supreme Court, although it has very 
little specifically about church and state

God on Trial: 
Dispatches from 
America's 
Religious 
Battlefields

Peter 
Irons

Over the past two decades, federal courts have 
become contentious battlefields in America's growing 
religious wars. Since 1989, five momentous court 
cases have divided communities and the nation. Peter 
Irons, a noted constitutional scholar, lawyer, and author 
of the bestselling May It Please the Court, delivers a 
compelling narrative accompanied by first-person 
accounts from both sides of the fight in these historic 
cases. 

Living the 
Secular Life

Phil 
Zucker
man

Drawing on innovative sociological research, Living the 
Secular Life illuminates this demographic shift with the 
moral convictions that govern secular individuals, 
offering crucial information for the religious and 
nonreligious alike. Living the Secular Life reveals that, 
despite opinions to the contrary, nonreligious 
Americans possess a unique moral code that allows 
them to effectively navigate the complexities of modern 
life. Spiritual self-reliance, clear-eyed pragmatism, and 
an abiding faith in the Golden Rule to adjudicate moral 
decisions: these common principles are shared across 
secular society. Living the Secular Life demonstrates 
these principles in action and points to their usage 
throughout daily life.

Thy Kingdom 
Come: How the 
Religious Right 
Distorts Faith and 
Threatens 
America

Randall 
Balmer

For much of American history, evangelicalism was 
aligned with progressive political causes-the abolition 
of slavery, universal suffrage, and public education. 
But contemporary conservative activists have 
defaulted on this majestic legacy, embracing instead 
an agenda virtually indistinguishable from the 
Republican Party platform. How has evangelical 
Christianity become so entrenched in partisan politics? 
Randall Balmer, an evangelical Christian and a 
historian of American religion, deftly combines 
ethnographic research, theological reflections, and 
historical context to examine the nature of the 
Religious Right today-and offers a rallying cry for 
liberal Christians to reclaim the noble traditions of their 
faith.

First Freedom: 
The Fight for 
Religious Liberty

Randall 
Balmer, 
Lee 
Grogerg 
& Mark 
Mabry

In the sweltering summer of 1789, James Madison 
penned sixteen words in spare prose that became the 
First Amendment to the United States Constitution. 
Herein the founding fathers of a young government 
pledged separation of church and state, thus 
guaranteeing religious freedom for its citizens and 
establishing a free marketplace for religion in the 
United States. Utterly unprecedented in Western 
history, this construction of a government without the 
interlocking authority of religion set a new course for 
faith and politics and has produced a vibrant religious 
culture unmatched anywhere in the world. First 
Freedom details the progression of religious liberty 
from pilgrims and Puritans to the creation of the Bill of 
Rights and how it shaped a new nation. 

Close Encounters 
with the Religious 
Right: Journeys 
into the Twilight 
Zone of Religion 
and Politics

Rob 
Boston

What does Pat Robertson's Christian Coalition really 
want? What secret agenda lies behind radio counselor 
James Dobson's Focus on the Family? Who are the 
Promise Keepers and what are their ultimate goals? 
Why do so many leaders of the religious right engage 
in gay bashing? What would these groups do to our 
public school system, or to our government, if they 
were in power? Close Encounters with the Religious 
Right takes you behind the scenes to answer these 
questions and gives the reader a rare glimpse of a 
world the average American may not even realize 
exists.

James Madison 
on Religious 
Liberty

Robert 
Alley

This long-overdue volume is the only one of its kind 
containing all of Madison's religious writings, as well as 
new contributions by leading scholars. Madison's 
writings assume even more importance to thoughtful 
Americans as the Supreme Court continues to decide 
issues of school prayer, and as the Moral Majority tries 
to desecularize American public and private life. 
Imagine an America without the Bill of Rights, without 
the Constitution. This image of our nation, existing 
without these two foundations of freedom, justice, and 
inquiry, assaults the imagination, for these two 
documents are the fuel that runs the republic. What is 
even more remarkable is that their primary author was 
one man - James Madison.

The Most 
Dangerous Man 
in America? 

Robert 
Boston

Televangelist Pat Robertson has built one of the most 
powerful religious-political movements in American 
history. His Christian Coalition - with its '700 Club' 
broadcasting fundamentalism tinged with right-wing 
politics to an audience of millions, its American Center 
for Law and Justice legal action group attempting to 
impose far-right Christian ideas via the courts, and the 
growing number of graduates from its Regents 
University - wields a mighty sword within the 
Republican party in at least 25 states while GOP 
national leaders and presidential hopefuls court its 
favour. Despite his power, many Americans are not 
aware of Robertson's extreme political views or his 
goals for the United States. This book examines the 
role Robertson plays in contemporary politics and his 
efforts to influence American society through his 
various political organisations, businesses, and 
broadcast empire.

Why the 
Religious Right is 
Wrong about 
Separation of 
Church and State

Robert 
Boston

Award-winning journalist Robert Boston lambastes the 
zealots of the Religious Right for spreading 
misinformation about the constitutional principle of the 
separation of church and state. Boston reveals how a 
band of ultraconservative religious groups with a 
political agenda - led primarily by televangelist Pat 
Robertson - is conducting a systematic war aginst the 
separation of church and state. The tactics of these 
groups are designed to exploit unfounded fears and 
turn the American people against the separationist 
principle. To expose the Religious Right's blatant 
distortions of U.S. history and correct its skewed 
analysis of legal rulings, Boston objectively reviews the 
evolution of church/state relations in the United States 
and looks at how the separation principle has been 
applied by the courts. He also examines efforts by 
sectarian groups to win government support for their 
schools, the school prayer issue, the history of the free 
exercise of religion, and the controversial role of 
religion in the public square.

Queering 
Christianity: 
Finding a Place 
at the Table for 
LGBTQI 
Christians

Robert 
E. 
Shore-
Goss et. 
Al.

Through essays by noted lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer or questioning, and intersex 
(LGBTQI) religion scholars, this important compilation 
summarizes the history and current status of LGBTQI 
theology, exploring its relationship to the policies, 
practices, and theology of traditional Christianity. 
Contributors contrast the "radically inclusive" thinking 
of LGBTQI theology with the "exclusivity" practiced by 
many Christian churches, explaining the reasoning of 
each and clarifying contentious issues. At the same 
time, the book highlights ways in which "queer" 
theology and practice benefit Christian congregations. 
Writing from the perspective of grassroots Christian 
LGBTQI movements, many of the contributors draw 
upon their own experiences. Equally important, the 
work creates the basis for dialogue between traditional 
churches and followers of LGBTQI theology, offering 
practical suggestions for Christian congregations that 
wish to put aside exclusionary policies and practices.

Toward 
Benevolent 
Neutrality: 
Church, State, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Robert 
Miller. 
and 
Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

Presents the text of virtually every significant Supreme 
Court decision concerning religious freedom and 
separation of church and state. Also included are 
essays interpreting the historical background and legal 
issues involved in each case, beginning with the 
principal events leading to the adoption of the First 
Amendment.

Without a Prayer: 
Religious 
Expression in 
Public Schools

Robert 
S. Alley

This is the first thorough examination of school prayer 
to bring together the experiences of parents and 
children involved in contesting public school 
sanctioned prayer and Bible reading. Alley explores the 
way in which terms like "nonpreferentialism," 
"toleration" and "accommodation" are being used to 
hide violations of the First Amendment. Personal 
interviews were conducted with those involved in 
seven prominent cases. Each story challenges 
communities that impose the mores and cultural 
patterns of religion on their public schools. The result, 
in most instances, has been angry protests as well as 
threats against parents and children, and/or property 
damage.

Red State 
Religion: Faith 
and Politics in 
America's 
Heartland

Robert 
Wuthno
w

In Red State Religion, Robert Wuthnow tells the story 
of religiously motivated political activism in Kansas 
from territorial days to the present. He examines how 
faith mixed with politics as both ordinary Kansans and 
leaders such as John Brown, Carrie Nation, William 
Allen White, and Dwight Eisenhower struggled over the 
pivotal issues of their times, from slavery and 
Prohibition to populism and anti-communism. Beyond 
providing surprising new explanations of why Kansas 
became a conservative stronghold, the book sheds 
new light on the role of religion in red states across the 
Midwest and the United States. Contrary to recent 
influential accounts, Wuthnow argues that Kansas 
conservatism is largely pragmatic, not ideological, and 
that religion in the state has less to do with politics and 
contentious moral activism than with relationships 
between neighbors, friends, and fellow churchgoers. 

The Necessity of 
Secularism

Ronald 
A. 
Lindsey

For the first time in human history, a significant 
percentage of the world’s population no longer 
believes in God. This is especially true in developed 
nations, where in some societies nonbelievers now 
outnumber believers. Unless religion collapses 
completely, or undergoes a remarkable resurgence, 
countries across the globe must learn to carefully and 
effectively manage this societal mix of religious and 
irreligious. For in a world already deeply riven by 
sectarian conflict, this unprecedented demographic 
shift presents yet another challenge to humanity. 
Writing in an engaging, accessible style, philosopher 
and lawyer Ronald A. Lindsay develops a tightly 
crafted argument for secularism—specifically, that in a 
religiously pluralistic society, a robust, thoroughgoing 
secularism is the only reliable means of preserving 
meaningful democracy and rights of conscience.

To Defend the 
Constitution: 
Religion, 
Conscientious 
Objection, 
Naturalization, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

The story of people who were denied citizenship 
because they were conscientious objectors to war and 
how they fought their battles in the Supreme Court.

That Godless 
Court? Supreme 
Court Decisions 
on Church-State 
Relationships

Ronald 
Flowers

The "religious clause" of the First Amendment, 
seemingly simple and clear, has been and continues to 
be controversial in its application. In this book, Flowers 
explains the Court's thinking, clarifying for readers the 
decisions that have been built on or that have altered 
previous positions.

The Majesty of 
the Law: 
Reflections of a 
Supreme Court 
Justice

Sandra 
Day 
O'Conn
or

Not about church and state, but a readable introduction 
to the Supreme Court, its procedures and some of the 
issues it faces. 

God's Profits: 
Faith, Fraud and 
the Republican 
Crusade for 
Values Voters

Sarah 
Posner

Keenly observed and meticulously reported, "God's 
Profits" examines the unholy alliance between a new 
breed of corrupt televangelists and the Republican 
Party, which is eagerly courting "values voters" in the 
nation's largest megachurches. Author Sarah Posner 
exposes the activities of Kenneth Copeland, John 
Hagee, Rod Parsley, T.D. Jakes, and other politically 
connected, skillfully marketed, and increasingly 
influential religious leaders. Preaching the "prosperity 
gospel"???the notion that faith and tithing alone can 
ensure financial security???both in their churches and 
over the airwaves, these charismatic leaders scam the 
gullible even as they enjoy unprecedented access to 
top Bush Administration officials. 

Sexual 
Orientation and 
Human Rights in 
American 
Religious 
Discourse

Saul M. 
Olyan & 
Martha 
C. 
Nussba
um

Sexual orientation is a topic of intense debate within 
America's religious traditions. These discussions have 
had a significant impact on the formation of public 
policy, as speakers who locate themselves squarely 
within religious traditions have articulated positions on 
both sides in recent arguments concerning gays in the 
military, civil rights protections for gays and lesbians, 
gay marriage, parenting and foster parenting, and 
benefits for partners of gay and lesbian employees of 
major corporations and institutions. This volume, which 
stems from a 1995 conference at Brown University, 
aims to promote both academic and public 
understanding of the different positions that exist on 
sexual orientation and its public policy dimensions 
within four major American religious traditions. Writers 
from within the Jewish community, the Roman Catholic 
church, Mainline Protestant churches, and African-
American churches explore the history and tradition of 
their communities on same-sex orientation, discuss the 
moral stance they advocate, and consider the legal 
and public policy implications of that stance. For each 
of these traditions, two opposing views are 
represented, and a respondent frames the issue in a 
larger context. The book concludes with essays by 
Michael McConnell and Andrew Koppelman exploring 
how our society might find a modus vivendi in a state 
position of neutrality on the moral status of 
homosexuality.

Attack of the 
Theocrats! How 
the Religious 
Right Harms Us 
All- And What We 
Can Do About It

Sean 
Fairclot
h

At no time in American history has the United States 
had such a high percentage of theocratic members of 
Congress--those who expressly endorse religious bias 
in law. Just as ominously, at no other time have 
religious fundamentalists effectively had veto power 
over one of the country's two major political parties. As 
Sean Faircloth argues, this has led to the crumbling of 
the country's most cherished founding principle--the 
wall separating church and state--and presages even 
more crumbling.

Ellery's Protest: 
How One Young 
Man Defied 
Tradition and 
Sparked the 
Battle Over 
School Prayer

Stephen 
D. 
Solomo
n

Tells the fascinating personal and legal drama of the 
Schempp case: the family’s struggle against the ugly 
reactions of neighbors, and the impassioned courtroom 
clashes as brilliant lawyers on both sides argued about 
the meaning of religious freedom. But Schempp was 
not the only case challenging religious exercises in the 
schools at the time, and Ellery’s Protest describes the 
race to the Supreme Court among the attorneys for 
four such cases. Solomon also explores the political, 
cultural, and religious roots of the controversy. 

The Bible, The 
School and the 
Constitution: The 
Clash that 
Shaped Modern 
Church-State 
Doctrine

Steven 
K. 
Green

Draws attention to an often overlooked nineteenth 
century that remains relevant to today's church-state 
debate
Offers historical as well as legal perspectives on a 
crucial episode in American history
Extensively documented from primary sources

Freethinkers: A 
History of 
American 
Secularism

Susan 
Jacoby

At a time when the separation of church and state is 
under attack as never before, Freethinkers offers a 
powerful defense of the secularist heritage that gave 
Americans the first government in the world founded 
not on the authority of religion but on the bedrock of 
human reason. In impassioned, elegant prose, 
celebrated author Susan Jacoby traces more than two 
hundred years of secularist activism, beginning with 
the fierce debate over the omission of God from the 
Constitution. Moving from nineteenth-century 
abolitionism and suffragism through the twentieth 
century's civil liberties, civil rights, and feminist 
movements, Freethinkersilluminates the neglected 
achievements of secularists who, allied with tolerant 
believers, have led the battle for reform in the past and 
today.

The Age of 
American 
Unreason

Susan 
Jacoby

A cultural history of the last forty years, The Age of 
American Unreason focuses on the convergence of 
social forces-usually treated as separate entities-that 
has created a perfect storm of anti-rationalism. These 
include the upsurge of religious fundamentalism, with 
more political power today than ever before; the failure 
of public education to create an informed citizenry; and 
the triumph of video over print culture. Sparing neither 
the right nor the left, Jacoby asserts that Americans 
today have embraced a universe of “junk thought” that 
makes almost no effort to separate fact from opinion.

The First 
Freedoms: 
Church and State 
in America to the 
Passage of the 
First Amendment

Thomas 
Curry

Is government forbidden to assist all religions equally, 
as the Supreme Court has held? Or does the First 
Amendment merely ban exclusive aid to one religion, 
as critics of the Court assert? The First Freedoms 
studies the church-state context of colonial and 
revolutionary America to present a bold new reading of 
the historical meaning of the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment. Synthesizing and interpreting a 
wealth of evidence from the founding of Virginia to the 
passage of the Bill of Rights, including everything 
published in America before 1791, Thomas Curry 
traces America's developing ideas on religious liberty 
and offers the most extensive investigation ever of the 
historical origins and background of the First 
Amendment's religion clauses.

The Age of 
Reason

Thomas 
Paine

Of all the tyrannies that affect mankind, tyranny in 
religion is the worst," declared Thomas Paine, adding, 
"every other species of tyranny is limited to the world 
we live in; but this attempts to stride beyond the grave, 
and seeks to pursue us into eternity." Paine's years of 
study and reflection on the role of religion in society 
culminated with his final work, The Age of Reason. 
This coolly reasoned polemic influenced religious 
thinking throughout the world at the dawn of the 
nineteenth century, and its resonance remains 
undiminished by time.
The selfsame humanist and egalitarian views that 
made Paine a popular figure of the American 
Revolution brought him into frequent conflict with 
political authorities. Parts of The Age of Reason were 
written in a French jail, where Paine was confined for 
his opposition to the execution of Louis XVI. An atack 
on revealed religion from the deist point of view — 
embodied by Paine's credo, "I believe in one God, and 
no more" — this work undertakes a hitherto unheard-of 
approach to Bible study. Its critical and objective 
examination of Old and New Testatments cites 
nemerous contradictions as evidence against literal 
interpretations of the text. Well articulated and 
eminently readable, The Age of Reason is a classic of 
free thought.

Founding Faith: 
Providence, 
Politics, and the 
Birth of Religious 
Freedom in 
America

Waldma
n, 
Steven

Waldman lays out the debate between the 
accommodationists and separationists and then details 
the activities and beliefs of the Founding Fathers to 
see who of the contemporary disputants is right. He 
comes down in favor of the separationists, but he is fair 
to each side and helps the student understand the 
nature of the debate and where it comes from. 

The First Liberty, 
Religion and the 
American 
Republic

William 
Lee 
Miller

Though many claim the United States to be a 
"Christian Nation," Miller provides a fascinatingly vivid 
account of the philosophical skirmishes and political 
machinations that led to the "wall of separation" 
between church and state. That famous phrase is 
Jefferson's, though it does not appear in the 
Declaration of Independence nor in the Constitution. 
But Miller follows this seminal idea from three great 
standard-bearers of religious liberty: Jefferson, 
Madison, and Roger Williams. Jefferson, who wrote 
the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, the 
precursor of the First Amendment of the Constitution; 
James Madison, who was politically responsible for 
Virginia's acceptance of religious liberty and who, a 
few years later, helped draft the Bill of Rights; and the 
even earlier figure, the radical dissenter Roger 
Williams, who propounded the idea of religious 
freedom not as a rational secularist but out of a deeply 
held spiritual faith. 

Church and State 
in American 
History, 3rd 
Edition

Wilson, 
John F. 
and 
Donald 
L. 
Drakem
an

Presents chronologically-organized chapters that 
include selections from documents like colonial 
charters, opinions of the Supreme Court and salient 
legislation, along with contemporary commentary, and 
incisive interpretations of the issues by modern 
scholars. Figures as divergent as John Winthrop, John 
F. Kennedy, and Sandra Day O’Connor speak from 
these pages as directly as Paul Blanshard, Leon 
Higginbotham, John Courtney Murray, and Robert 
Bellah. Church and State in American History 
addresses the difficult relationships among the political 
and religious structures of our society and the 
emergence of an American solution to the church-state 
problem.



Title Author Description
Visions of 
Reality- What 
Fundamentalist 
Schools Teach

Albert J. 
Menend
ez

Although a majority of Americans have repeatedly 
shown in referendum elections and opinion polls that 
they oppose tax support for nonpublic schools, 
fundamentalist leaders and their political lobbies are 
putting increasing pressure on Congress and state 
legislatures to compel taxpayers to support sectarian 
private schools through "vouchers" or "tuition tax 
credits," under the deceptive banner of "school 
choice." Albert J. Menendez has carefully examined 
the most widely used history, English, and science 
textbooks in fundamentalist private schools. He 
documents the fact that these schools promote 
prejudice against people of other faiths, distort history, 
derogate our literary heritage, cast science in a bad 
light, and otherwise indoctrinate children with "visions 
of reality" that are incompatible with public tax support.

Religion and the 
Public Schools

Anne 
Marie 
Lofaso

Religion in the Public Schools: A Road Map for 
Avoiding Lawsuits and Respecting Parents’ Legal 
Rights is designed to help. This handy 129-page book, 
written by Associate Professor of Law Anne Marie 
Lofaso of West Virginia University, examines what the 
courts have said about many religion-in-school 
controversies and provides clear, concise answers to 
common questions. Fully referenced and 
footnoted, Religion in the Public Schools is the perfect 
guide for anyone seeking to better navigate the 
intersection between religion and public education.

Why We Still 
Need Public 
Schools

Art Must 
Jr.

Two cornerstones of American democracy - separation 
of church and state, and public schools - are under 
increasing attack. As this collection of essays, written 
by some of America's leading educators, political 
figures, and advocates of religious liberty shows, 
universal public education and the separation of 
church and state are related. The eminent contributors 
to this book argue that we need to defend both 
institutions against increasing onslaughts by the 
Religious Right and other self-proclaimed arbiters of 
societal behavior, who seek to dictate public policy and 
who are labeling the public schools themselves as 
"immoral" institutions. At issue here is not whether 
public schools need to be improved. It is assumed that 
improvement is necessary.

Piety & Politics: 
The Right Wing 
Assault on 
Religious 
Freedom

Barry 
Lynn

In the wake of the 2004 presidential election, the 
Religious Right insisted that George Bush had been 
handed a mandate for an ideology-based social 
agenda, including the passage of a “marriage 
amendment” to ban same-sex unions, diversion of tax 
money to religious groups through “faith-based 
initiatives,” the teaching of creationism in public 
schools, and restrictions on abortion. Led by an 
aggressive band of television preachers and extremist 
radio personalities, the Religious Right set its sights on 
demolishing the wall of separation between church and 
state. The Reverend Barry Lynn is a devout Christian, 
but he argues that politicians need to stop looking to 
the Bible to justify their actions and should consult 
another source instead: the U.S. Constitution. 

First Freedom 
First: A Citizen's 
Guide to 
Protecting 
Religious Liberty 
and Separation of 
Church and State

Barry 
Lynn & 
C. 
Welton 
Gaddy

The United States is the most religiously diverse nation 
in the world, due in large part to the clauses of the First 
Amendment that guarantee freedom for and from 
religion. But as we debate displaying Christmas trees 
at city hall and the Ten Commandments in the 
courthouse, we must ask: in what other ways is our 
religious liberty being compromised. In First Freedom 
First, with clear language and recognizable examples, 
two of the most trusted voices on church-state 
separation address head-on the many areas where 
religion and politics overlap, with consequences for all 
Americans.

The Right to 
Religious Liberty: 
The Basic ACLU 
Guide to 
Religious Rights

Barry 
Lynn, 
Marc D. 
Stern, 
and 
Oliver 
S. 
Thomas

This revised and updated edition of The Right to 
Religious Liberty sets forth an individual’s religious 
rights under present law, offering suggestions as to 
how they can be preserved and protected. (A bit 
dated-1995- but otherwise a good resource)

  Journal of 
Church and State

Baylor 
Universi
ty

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Pray the Gay 
Away: The 
Extraordinary 
Lives of Bible 
Belt Gays

Bernade
tte 
Barton

While some areas of the Unites States have made 
tremendous progress in securing rights for gay people, 
Bible Belt states lag behind. In Pray the Gay Away, 
Bernadette Barton argues that conventions of small 
town life, rules which govern Southern manners, and 
the power wielded by Christian institutions serve as a 
foundation for both passive and active homophobia in 
the Bible Belt. She explores how conservative 
Christian ideology reproduces homophobic attitudes 
and shares how Bible Belt gays negotiate these 
attitudes in their daily lives. Drawing on the remarkable 
stories of Bible Belt gays, Barton brings to the fore 
their thoughts, experiences and hard-won insights to 
explore the front lines of our national culture war over 
marriage, family, hate crimes, and equal rights. 

To Serve God 
and Wal-Mart: 
The Making of 
Christian Free 
Enterprise

Bethany 
Ellen 
Moreton

In the decades after World War II, evangelical 
Christianity nourished America’s devotion to free 
markets, free trade, and free enterprise. The history of 
Wal-Mart uncovers a complex network that united Sun 
Belt entrepreneurs, evangelical employees, Christian 
business students, overseas missionaries, and free-
market activists. Through the stories of people linked 
by the world’s largest corporation, Bethany Moreton 
shows how a Christian service ethos powered 
capitalism at home and abroad.

Moral Minority: 
Our Skeptical 
Founding Fathers

Brooke 
Allen

In her lively refutation of modern claims about 
America's religious origins, Brooke Allen looks back at 
the late eighteenth century and shows decisively that 
the United States was founded not on Christian 
principles at all but on Enlightenment ideas. Moral 
Minority presents a powerful case that the unique legal 
framework the Founding Fathers created was 
designed according to the humanist ideals of 
Enlightenment thinkers: God entered the picture only 
as a very minor player, and Jesus Christ was 
conspicuous by his absence. The guiding spirit of the 
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. 
Constitution, Ms. Allen explains, was not Jesus Christ 
but John Locke. In direct and accessible prose, she 
provides fascinating chapters on the religious lives of 
the six men she considers the key Founding Fathers: 
Franklin, Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, and Hamilton. Far from being the 
conventional pious Christians we too often imagine, 
these men were skeptical intellectuals, in some cases 
not even Christians at all.

The Battle over 
School Prayer: 
How Engel v. 
Vitale Changed 
America

Bruce J. 
Dierenfi
eld

Bruce Dierenfield has written a concise and readable 
guide to the first and still most important case that 
addressed the constitutionality of prayer in public 
schools. The 22-word recitation in a Long Island school 
that was challenged in Engel v. Vitale was hardly 
denominational not even overtly Christian but a handful 
of parents saw it as a violation of the First 
Amendment's proscription again the establishment of 
religion. The case forced the Supreme Court to take a 
stand on Jefferson's "wall of separation" between 
church and state. When it did so, the Court declared 
that by endorsing the prayer recitation no matter how 
brief, non-denominational, or voluntary the Long Island 
school board had unconstitutionally approved the 
establishment of religion in school. Writing with 
impeccable fairness and sensitivity, Dierenfield sets his 
account of the Engel decision in the larger historical 
and political context, citing battles over a wide range of 
religious activities in public schools throughout 
American history. Through interviews with many of the 
participants, he also reveals the large price paid by the 
plaintiffs and their children, who were frequently 
harassed both during and after the trial. 

Religious 
Fundamentalisms 
and the Human 
Rights of Women

C. 
Howlan
d

Dialogue on the conflict between religious 
fundamentalism and women's rights is often stymied 
by an 'all or nothing' approach: fundamentalists claim 
of absolute religious freedom, while some feminists 
dismiss religion entirely as being so imbued with 
patriarchy as to be eternally opposed to women's 
rights. This ignores, though, the experiences of 
religious women who suffer under fundamentalism and 
fight to resist it, perceiving themselves to be at once 
religious and feminist. In Religious Fundamentalisms 
and the Human Rights of Women , Howland provides a 
forum for these different scholars, both religious and 
nonreligious, to meet and seek common ground in their 
fight against fundamentalism. Through an examination 
of international human rights, national law, grass roots 
activism, and theology, this volume explores the acute 
problems that contemporary fundamentalist 
movements pose for women's equality and liberty 
rights.

Liars for Jesus: 
The Religious 
Right's Alternate 
Version of 
American History

Chris 
Rodda

Liars for Jesus debunks many of the historical lies 
invented and used by the Christian nationalist history 
revisionists in their efforts to further their far right 
political agenda and destroy the wall of separation 
between church and state in America. Liars for Jesus 
is not a book about religion. It is a history book, 
presenting and fully documenting the true stories and 
historical facts that are distorted in the "Christian 
nation" pseudo-history promoted by the religious right.

Wrapped in the 
Flag

Claire 
Conner

Claire Conner’s award-winning memoir, Wrapped in 
the Flag (Beacon Press 2013, 2014) weaves her  
intimate personal stories with the history of the 1960s, 
70s, and 80s. She chronicles her parents’ obsession 
with radical right-wing politics embodied in the John 
Birch Society, the most powerful  anti-Communist, anti-
government, populist movement of the 20th century

Nonbeliever 
Nation: The Rise 
of Secular 
Americans

David 
Niose

Today, one in five Americans are nonbelievers―a 
rapidly growing group at a time when traditional 
Christian churches are dwindling in numbers. Still we 
see almost none of them openly serving in elected 
office, while many others continue to loudly proclaim 
the falsehood of America as a Christian nation. David 
Niose calls for nonreligious Americans from all 
backgrounds to step out of the shadows and signal 
their opposition to the long-dominant Religious Right. 
Exploring all the hot-button issues that divide the 
country―from gay marriage to education policy to 
contentious church-state battles―he shows how 
Secular Americans―a group comprised not just of 
atheists and agnostics, but lapsed Catholics, secular 
Jews, and millions of others who have walked away 
from organized religion―are mobilizing and forming 
groups all over the country (even atheist clubs in Bible-
belt high schools) to challenge the exaltation of religion 
in American politics and public life. 

Original Intent: 
Chief Justice 
Rehnquist and 
the Course of 
American 
Church/State 
Relations

Derek 
Davis

Contemporary debate in the area of church/state 
relations centers around the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment: "Congress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of religion [the 
Establishment Clause] or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof [the Free Exercise Clause]." Original Intent is a 
readable and objective summary of the views of Chief 
Justice Rehnquist and an enlightening treatise on the 
future of church/state relations in America.

Roger Williams: 
Prophet of Liberty

Edwin 
C. 
Gaustad

Roger Williams chronicles the life of one of the most 
remarkable forefathers in American history. A true 
revolutionary, this devout Puritan championed Native 
American rights; wrote treatises on equal rights, flag 
desecration, and the separation of church and state; 
established the first American settlement based on 
total religious toleration--and he lived more than a 
century before independence, when America was still a 
vast wilderness! Williams went on to adopt adult 
baptism and founded the first Baptist church in 
America. He became president of Rhode Island colony 
in 1654, served as captain in the defense of 
Providence during King Philip's War, and continued to 
write and preach passionately for religious tolerance 
and Native American rights until his death in 1683.

Proclaim Liberty 
Throughout the 
Land: A History of 
Church and State 
in America

Edwin 
Gaustad

In this volume, one of the most distinguished scholars 
of American religious history traces the complicated 
relationship of church and state from the early colonial 
period, through the unique American experiment in 
religious liberty after the Revolution, to the ongoing 
debate over religious issues in our schools and 
communities. Edwin Gaustad relates entertaining and 
edifying accounts of headline-grabbing court trials 
involving polygamy, witchcraft, and church taxation. He 
quotes moving passages from the speeches and 
writings of American Presidents and Supreme Court 
justices to prove that, to paraphrase Michelangelo, 
"religious liberty is made up of a series of trifles, but 
religious liberty is no trifle."

Faith of the 
Founders: 
Religion and the 
New Nation, 
1776-1826

Edwin 
S. 
Gaustad

Edwin Gaustad provides a careful consideration of the 
developing relationship between religion and the state 
after the American Revolution. With concise focus on 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, 
George Washington, and John Adams, Gaustad 
identifies seven varying―sometimes 
contrary―perspectives on religion that guided the 
nation's founders. Faith of the Founders shows how 
these figures possessed an intuitive understanding of 
religion that helped nourish a young country. This brief 
but insightful book offers a look into the founding 
fathers' genius―and points to a way forward through 
the ideological boundaries that threaten to upend the 
daily doings of American government today.

With God on 
Their Side: How 
Christian 
Fundamentalists 
Trampled 
Science, Policy 
and Democracy 
in George W. 
Bush's White 
House

Esther 
Kaplan

When asked which single issue most affected their 
vote in the last presidential election, more than one in 
five Americans said “moral values”—and 78 percent of 
these voters chose to reelect President George W. 
Bush. As Esther Kaplan shows in her richly detailed 
investigation, it’s no wonder the Christian right voted 
for Bush in droves—their loyal support in 2000 
produced fantastic results. While organizations that 
offer abortion counseling and services or help to 
prevent HIV see their funds cut, church groups receive 
millions in federal dollars to promote sexual abstinence 
and marriage (provided, of course, it is heterosexual). 
Bush has appointed a Christian right dream team to 
the federal courts, dedicated to tearing down what one 
such judge calls “the so-called separation of church 
and state. Religious zeal even shapes Bush’s foreign 
policy, as Christian belief in the end times spurs the 
administration’s support for hard-line policies in Israel.

Evolution vs. 
Creationism

Eugenie 
C. Scott

More than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the 
debate over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.

The Separation 
of Church and 
State: Writings on 
a Fundamental 
Freedom by 
America's 
Founders

Forrest 
Church

A primer of essential writings about one of the 
cornerstones of our democracy by the original authors 
of the Constitution, edited by preeminant liberal 
theologian Forrest Church. Americans will never stop 
debating the question of church-state separation, and 
such debates invariably lead back to the nation’s 
beginnings and the founders’ intent. The Separation of 
Church and State presents a basic collection of the 
founders’ teachings on this topic. This concise primer 
gets past the rhetoric that surrounds the current 
debate, placing the founders’ vivid writings on religious 
liberty in historical perspective. Edited and with running 
commentary by Forrest Church, this important 
collection informs anyone curious about the original 
blueprint for our country and its government.

Separation of 
Church and 
State: Founding 
Principle of 
Religious Liberty

Frank 
Lambert

Frank Lambert tackles the central claims of the 
Religious Right "historians" who insist that America 
was conceived as a "Christian State," that modern-day 
"liberals" and "secularists" have distorted and/or 
ignored the place of religion in American history, and 
that the phrase "the separation of church and state" 
does not appear in any of the founding documents and 
is, therefore, a myth created by the Left. He discusses 
what separates "bad" history from "good" history, and 
concludes that the self-styled "historians" of the 
Religious Right create a "useful past" that enlists the 
nation's founders on behalf of present-day 
conservative religious and political causes. The result 
of a politicized religious history exposes the Religious 
Right "history" as fabrications and half-truths. In fact, 
one of the foundational principles of the Constitution is 
that of separation as the key to safeguarding freedom: 
separation of powers, separation of federal and state 
governments, and separation of church and state.

Religious 
Expression and 
the American 
Constitution

Frankly
n 
Haiman

In the current environment and fervor for “homeland 
security,” personal freedoms in exchange for security 
are coming under more scrutiny. Among these 
guaranteed freedoms are the protection of religious 
expression given by the U.S. Constitution and the 
constitutional prohibitions against behaviors that 
violate the separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.

Eternal Hostility: 
The Struggle 
Between 
Theocracy and 
Democracy

Frederic
k 
Clarkso
n

What is behind the violence against abortion clinics, 
attacks on gays and lesbians and the growing power of 
the religious right? Frederick Clarkson makes it clear 
that beyond the bombers and assassins who 
sometimes make news, is a growing, if not well 
understood, movement that encompasses Pat 
Robertson's Christian Coalition, the Unification Church 
of Sun Myung Moon and the Promise Keepers--the 
lead agency of the so-called Christian men's 
movement. Clarkson exposes the wild card of the 
"theology of vigilantism" which urges the enforcement 
of "God's law" and argues for fundamentalist revolution 
against constitutional democracy. 

Setting the 
Record Straight: 
Response to 
Misconceptions 
About Public 
Education in the 
US

Gerald 
Bracey

Gerald Bracey knows there are three kinds of lies in 
education policy: lies, damned lies, and the statistics 
that reactionary reformers tout as evidence in favor of 
dismantling our public schools. In this second and 
substantially updated edition of the hard-hitting Setting 
the Record Straight, Bracey goes toe-to-toe with the 
opponents of quality public education. You'll learn how 
to discredit them in your own discussions by using the 
very logic and statistical analyses they purport to have 
on their side. In this series of smart, forceful analyses, 
Bracey homes in on specific topics like vouchers, 
school funding, and comparisons to international test 
scores, themes around which agitators have created a 
host of mythological American school failures from the 
flimsiest of evidence. Each essay begins with a 
question you might commonly hear in conversation 
about these alleged shortcomings, to which Bracey 
provides a brief, sound- byte-ready rebuttal. Then he 
follows it up with a full-length explanation, replete with 
statistical data and talking points that fully support his 
assertions-and silence those who would undermine 
education with disinformation.

Not in Our 
Classrooms

Glenn 
Branch 
& 
Eugenie 
C. Scott

Where did the concept of intelligent design originate? 
How does it connect with, and conflict with, various 
religious beliefs? Should we teach the controversy 
itself in our science classrooms? In clear and lively 
essays, a team of experts answers these questions 
and many more, describing the history of the intelligent 
design movement and the lack of scientific support for 
its claims. Most importantly, the contributors—
authorities on the scientific, legal, educational, and 
theological problems of intelligent design-speak 
specifically to teachers and parents about the need to 
defend the integrity of science education by keeping 
intelligent design out of science curriculums. 

Lowering the 
Wall: Religion 
and the Supreme 
Court in the 
1980s

Gregg 
Ivers

Convinced that church-state law under the Supreme 
Court during the 1980s took "a giant-and unwelcome 
step--backward," Gregg Ivers's book explores the 
changing relationship between religion and the state. 
Those looking for a neutral account of this relationship 
should look elsewhere. This book, commissioned by 
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, is a liberal's 
response to use of the courts by "[r]eligious 
conservatives, encouraged by the election of Ronald 
Reagan," to create a "broad wave of conservative 
religious populism" in pursuit of school prayer, financial 
assistance for parochial institutions and equal access 
to public school facilities for student religious clubs.

The Oxford 
Companion to the 
Supreme Court of 
the United States

Hall, 
Kermit L

Not about church and state, but a great resource book 
on the Court.

The Journal of 
Law and Religion

Hamline 
Universi
ty Law 
School

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Religion on Trial: 
How Supreme 
Court Trends 
Threaten 
Freedom of 
Conscience in 
America

Hammo
nd, 
Philip 
E., 
David 
W. 
Machac
ek and 
Eric 
Michael 
Mazur

A powerful indictment of the current Supreme Court, 
arguing the regressive justices are not faithful to the 
Constitution and thereby endanger religious freedom.

The Godless 
Constitution: The 
Case Against 
Religious 
Correctness

Isaac 
Krammi
k & R. 
Lawrenc
e Moore

The Godless Constitution is an urgent and timely 
reexamination of the roots of church-state separation 
in American politics - and a ringing refutation of the 
misguided claims of the religious right. In this important 
polemic two distinguished scholars of American 
political ideas and religion refute this dangerous 
attempt to introduce what they term "religious 
correctness" into our politics, by reminding us that the 
absence of any mention of God in the Constitution was 
a conscious action on the framers' part, intended to 
prevent the bloody religious controversies that so 
marked European history. They also emphasize that 
church-state separation was seen as a guarantee of - 
not a hindrance to - religions liberty. Fully respecting 
the importance of religion in the public sphere, yet 
forthright in defining proper limits, The Godless 
Constitution offers a bracing return to the first 
principles of American democracy - and a guide to 
keeping them intact in the forthcoming presidential 
campaign.

Holy Hullabaloos: 
A Road Trip to 
the Battlegrounds 
of the Church-
State Wars

J. D. 
Wexler

After ten years spent riddling over the intricacies of 
church/state law from the ivory tower, law professor 
Jay Wexler decided it was high time to hit the road to 
learn what really happened in some of the most 
controversial Supreme Court cases involving this hot-
button issue. In Holy Hullabaloos, he takes us along for 
the ride, crossing the country to meet the people and 
visit the places responsible for landmark decisions in 
recent judicial history, from a high school football field 
where fans once recited prayers before kickoff to a 
Santeria church notorious for animal sacrifice, from a 
publicly funded Muslim school to a creationist 
museum. Wexler's no-holds-barred approach to 
investigating famous church/state brouhahas is as 
funny as it is informative.

Far Right 
Fantasy: A 
Sociology of 
American 
Religion and 
Politics

James 
Aho

Far-Right Fantasy is a straight-forward, jargon-free 
study of contemporary American right-wing extremism. 
The book addresses the strengths and weaknesses of 
the standard psycho-social-cultural explanations of far-
right activism. It shows how extremists are similar 
educationally and psychologically to their more 
conventional neighbors; that they get into the 
movement in the same way that others become peace 
activists or radical environmentalists, namely, through 
their ties with fellow workers and church-goers, family 
members, and classmates; and that their views are 
given a patina of certainty by being repeatedly 
corroborated within closed, non-contaminated 
communication systems. 

Religion and the 
State: Essays in 
Honor of Leo 
Pfeffer

James 
E. Wood 
Jr.

These essays examine major themes affecting religion 
and the state in a free society and the interaction of 
religion and world order. While concern is given to the 
historical and judicial context of the Establishment and 
Free Exercise Clauses of the First Amendment, special 
attention is given to contemporary church-state 
problems in American life. In addition, the volume 
analyzes alternatives to church-state relations outside 
the United States and freedom of religion in the 
international advance of human rights.

Supreme 
Conflict: The 
Inside Story of 
the Struggle for 
Control of the 
United States 
Supreme Court

Jan 
Crawfor
d 
Greenb
urg

Drawing on unprecedented access to the Supreme 
Court justices themselves and their inner circles, 
acclaimed ABC News legal correspondent Jan 
Crawford Greenburg offers an explosive newsbreaking 
account of one of the most momentous political 
watersheds in American history. From the series of 
Republican nominations that proved deeply frustrating 
to conservatives to the decades of bruising battles that 
led to the rise of Justices Roberts and Alito, this is the 
authoritative story of the conservative effort to shift the 
direction of the high court—a revelatory look at one of 
the central fronts of America's culture wars by one of 
the most widely respected experts on the subject.

The Nine: Inside 
the Secret World 
of the Supreme 
Court

Jeffrey 
Toobin

In The Nine, acclaimed journalist Jeffrey Toobin takes 
us into the chambers of the most important—and 
secret—legal body in our country, the Supreme Court, 
revealing the complex dynamic among the nine people 
who decide the law of the land. An institution at a 
moment of transition, the Court now stands at a crucial 
point, with major changes in store on such issues as 
abortion, civil rights, and church-state relations. Based 
on exclusive interviews with the justices and with a 
keen sense of the Court’s history and the trajectory of 
its future, Jeffrey Toobin creates in The Nine a riveting 
story of one of the most important forces in American 
life today. (2008)

Roger Williams 
and the Creation 
of the American 
Soul: Church, 
State and the 
Birth of Liberty

John M. 
Barry

For four hundred years, Americans have wrestled with 
and fought over two concepts that define the nature of 
the nation: the proper relation between church and 
state and between a free individual and the state. 
These debates began with the extraordinary thought 
and struggles of Roger Williams, who had an 
unparalleled understanding of the conflict between a 
government that justified itself by "reason of state"-i.e. 
national security-and its perceived "will of God" and the 
"ancient rights and liberties" of individuals. Acclaimed 
historian John M. Barry explores the development of 
these fundamental ideas through the story of the man 
who was the first to link religious freedom to individual 
liberty, and who created in America the first 
government and society on earth informed by those 
beliefs. 

Religious Liberty 
and the Secular 
State

John M. 
Swomle
y

This book exposes the Supreme Court's erosion of the 
Establishment Clause while emphasizing the Free 
Exercise Clause. Swomley also explores civil religion, 
secular humanism, and the current counter-revolution 
against separation of church and state led by some 
religious and political conservatives who would profit 
from government aid. He also lists the benefits 
churches would realize under a secular government.

Religion and the 
American 
Constitutional 
Experiment: 
Essential Rights 
and Liberties

John 
Witte, 
Jr.

The third edition of this classic book provides a 
comprehensive, multidisciplinary overview of the 
history, theory, law, and comparative analysis of 
American religious liberty from the earliest colonial 
period through the most recent Supreme Court cases. 
The authors present balanced, accessible discussions 
of controversial issues, such as funding religious 
schools and charities and displaying religious symbols 
on government property. 

The Last 
Freedom: 
Religion from the 
Public School to 
the Public Square

Joseph 
P.Vitterit
i

The presidency of George W. Bush has polarized the 
church-state debate as never before. The Far Right 
has been emboldened to use religion to govern, while 
the Far Left has redoubled its efforts to evict religion 
from public life entirely. In The Last Freedom, Joseph 
Viteritti argues that there is a basic tension between 
religion and democracy because religion often rejects 
compromise as a matter of principle while democracy 
requires compromise to thrive. Viteritti argues that 
Americans must guard against debasing politics with 
either antireligious bigotry or religious zealotry. 
Drawing on politics, history, and law, he defines a new 
approach to the church-state question that protects the 
religious and the secular alike. Challenging much 
conventional opinion, Viteritti argues that the courts 
have failed to adequately protect religious minorities, 
that the rights of the religious are under greater threat 
than those of the secular, and that democracy exacts 
greater compromises and sacrifices from the religious 
than it does from the secular.

The Good News 
Club: The 
Christian Right's 
Stealth Assault 
on America's 
Children

Katherin
e 
Stewart

In 2009, the Good News Club came to the public 
elementary school where journalist Katherine Stewart 
sent her children. The Club, which is sponsored by the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, bills itself as an after-
school program of “Bible study.” But Stewart soon 
discovered that the Club’s real mission is to convert 
children to fundamentalist Christianity and encourage 
them to proselytize to their “unchurched” peers, all the 
while promoting the natural but false impression 
among the children that its activities are endorsed by 
the school. Astonished to discover that the U.S. 
Supreme Court has deemed this—and other forms of 
religious activity in public schools—legal, Stewart set 
off on an investigative journey to dozens of cities and 
towns across the nation to document the impact. In this 
book she demonstrates that there is more religion in 
America’s public schools today than there has been for 
the past 100 years. The movement driving this agenda 
is stealthy. It is aggressive. It has our children in its 
sights. And its ultimate aim is to destroy the system of 
public education as we know it.

American 
Theocracy: The 
Peril and Politics 
of Radical 
Religion, Oil, and 
Borrowed Money 
in the 21st 
Century

Kevin 
Phillips

Phillips takes an uncompromising view of the current 
age of global overreach, fundamentalist religion, 
diminishing resources, and ballooning debt under the 
GOP majority. With an eye to the past and a searing 
vision of the future, Phillips confirms what too many 
Americans are still unwilling to admit about the depth 
of our misgovernment.

The 
Fundamentals of 
Extremism: The 
Christian Right in 
America

Kimberl
y Blaker

The politics, educational policies, and social values 
perpetuated by Christian fundamentalists are exposed 
in this critical perspective on the religious right's role in 
American society. Statistics and studies of the 
movement are offered that provide insight into the 
causes and characteristics of fundamentalism and its 
effects on minority groups including women, children, 
African Americans, gays, and lesbians. Essays from a 
variety of authors consider the path to theocracy, the 
effect of the theology of inerrancy on politics, and the 
state of fundamentalism in the United States after the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Creationism on 
Trial: Evolution 
and God at Little 
Rock

Langdo
n Gilkey

Creationism on Trial is Gilkey's blow-by-blow account 
of his experiences as a witness for the ACLU at the 
1981 creationist trial in Little Rock, AR.

The Devil in 
Dover: An 
Insider's Story of 
Dogma v. Darwin 
in Small Town 
America

Lauri 
Lebo

Local newspaper reporter Lauri Lebo was handed the 
story of a lifetime when the Dover (Pennsylvania) 
School Board adopted a measure to require its ninth-
grade biology students to learn about intelligent 
design. In a case that recalled the famed 1925 Scopes 
“monkey” trial and made international headlines, 
eleven parents sued the school board. When the case 
wound up in federal court before a George W. Bush–
appointed judge, Lebo had a front-row seat. Lebo 
skillfully probes the compelling background of the 
case, introducing us to the plaintiffs, the defendants, 
the lawyers, and a parade of witnesses, along with 
Judge John E. Jones, who would eventually condemn 
the school board’s decision as one of “breathtaking 
inanity.” With the antievolution battle having moved to 
the state level—and the recent passage of state 
legislation that protects the right of schools to teach 
alternatives to evolution—the story will continue to be 
relevant for years to come.

Religion, State 
and the Burger 
Court

Leo 
Pfeffer

In Religion, State and the Burger Court, Leo Pfeffer, 
the leading authority on church/state law, presents a 
trenchant analysis of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court under Chief Justice Warren E. Burger, focusing 
on the Court's interpretation of the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments. These amendments that guarantee the 
separation of church and state and the free exercise of 
religion are fundamental to the unique character of 
democracy as it exists in the United States. However, 
the distinction between affairs of state and the 
concerns of organized religion has become blurred.

The 
Establishment 
Clause, Religion 
and the First 
Amendment

Leonard 
W. Levy

Leonard Levy's classic work examines the 
circumstances that led to the writing of the 
establishment clause of the First Amendment: 
'Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion. . . .' He argues that, contrary 
to popular belief, the framers of the Constitution 
intended to prohibit government aid to religion even on 
an impartial basis. He thus refutes the view of 
'nonpreferentialists,' who interpret the clause as 
allowing such aid provided that the assistance is not 
restricted to a preferred church. For this new edition, 
Levy has added to his original arguments and 
incorporated much new material, including an analysis 
of Jefferson's ideas on the relationship between church 
and state and a discussion of the establishment clause 
cases brought before the Supreme Court since the 
book was originally published in 1986.

God vs The 
Gavel: Religion 
and the Rule of 
Law

Marci 
Hamilto
n

God vs. the Gavel challenges the pervasive 
assumption that all religious conduct deserves 
constitutional protection. While religious conduct 
provides many benefits to society, it is not always 
benign. The thesis of the book is that anyone who 
harms another person should be governed by the laws 
that govern everyone else - and truth be told, religion is 
capable of great harm.

The Search for 
Christian America

Mark 
Noll., 
Nathan 
O. 
Hatch 
and 
George 
M. 
Marsde
n

The Search for Christian America" explores key 
questions raised by the movement asserting the 
Christian heritage of the U.S. and calling for its 
recovery. Through careful historical and contemporary 
analysis, the authors address such issues as: how 
much Christian action is required to make a whole 
society Christian; Puritan New England as case study; 
Christian principles vs. baptised ideology in the 
Revolutionary period; the stumbling block of incorrect 
views of America's history for effective Christian 
involvement in critical public issues; the relationship of 
Christian convictions to political or social agendas; 
learning to think historically as a guard against 
shortsighted or simplistic approaches.

The Myth of 
Christian 
America: What 
You Need to 
Know About the 
Separation of 
Church and State

Mark 
Weldon 
Whitten

Written in an accessible, popular style, Whitten 
provides sound scholarship in defense of the 
exposition of constitutional church-state separation.

Liberty and 
Conscience

Martha 
Nussba
um

The respect for religious difference has formed the 
bedrock of our nation and made equality possible. Yet 
today we are told that “moral values”—code for a 
government shaped by religious concerns—must be 
the keystone of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.

A Wall of 
Separation? 
Debating the 
Public Role of 
Religion

Mary C. 
Segers 
& Ted 
G. Jelen

Should the wall of separation between church and 
state be permeable or inviolable? This question has 
been hotly contested since the nation's founding and 
contentious debates persist today. With a collection of 
the most significant documents and an introduction by 
Clarke E. Cochran that provides the historical context 
of the debate, prominent scholars Mary Segers and 
Ted Jelen debate the impact of organized religion on 
the democratic process, examine its influence on 
political discourse, and discuss its significance for the 
creation of public policy. The authors illuminate the 
constitutional implications of using religion to cultivate 
public morality and discuss the complexities of creating 
a civic-minded citizenry in a pluralistic society.

Religious 
Freedom and the 
Supreme Court

Melissa 
Rogers, 
and 
Steven 
K. 
Green

A completely recast, updated, version of Robert T. 
Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward Benevolent 
Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme Court, 
listed belowA completely recast, updated, version of 
Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward 
Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme 
Court, listed belowA completely recast, updated, 
version of Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, 
Toward Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the 
Supreme Court, listed below

That's Not What 
They Meant! 
Reclaiming 
America's 
Founding Fathers 
from the Right 
Wing

Michael 
Austin

 In That's Not What They Meant! Professor Michael 
Austin examines dozens of books, articles, speeches, 
and radio broadcasts by such figures as Glenn Beck, 
Mark Levin, Sean Hannity, Larry Schweikart, and 
David Barton to expose the deep historical flaws in 
their use of America's founding history. In contrast to 
their misleading method of citing proof texts to serve a 
narrow agenda, Austin allows the Founding Fathers to 
speak for themselves, situating all quotations in the 
proper historical context. What emerges is a true 
historical picture of men who often disagreed with one 
another on such crucial issues as federal power, 
judicial review, and the separation of church and state. 
As Austin shows, the real legacy of the Founding 
Fathers to us is a political process: a system of 
disagreement, debate, and compromise that has kept 
democracy vibrant in America for more than two 
hundred years. Austin's carefully researched and 
rigorously argued book is essential reading for anyone 
seeking the accurate historical background to many of 
the hot-button political debates of today.

The Religious 
Roots of the First 
Amendment: 
Dissenting 
Protestants and 
the Separation of 
Church and State

Nichola
s P. 
Miller

Traditional understandings of the genesis of the 
separation of church and state rest on assumptions 
about "Enlightenment" and the republican ethos of 
citizenship. In The Religious Roots of the First 
Amendment, Nicholas P. Miller does not seek to 
dislodge that interpretation but to augment and enrich 
it by recovering its cultural and discursive religious 
contexts--specifically the discourse of Protestant 
dissent. He argues that commitments by certain 
dissenting Protestants to the right of private judgment 
in matters of Biblical interpretation, an outgrowth of the 
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, helped 
promote religious disestablishment in the early modern 
West. Miller shows that the separation of church and 
state can be read, most persuasively, as the triumph of 
a particular strand of Protestant nonconformity-that 
which stretched back to the Puritan separatist and the 
Restoration sects, rather than to those, like 
Presbyterians, who sought to replace the "wrong" 
church establishment with their own, "right" one. 

The Creator in 
the Courtroom: 
"Scopes II": The 
1981 Arkansas 
Creation-
Evolution Trial

Norman 
Geisler

Written by a creationist, this book is an account of the 
Scopes trial from that perspective, and argues that the 
judge in the case was prejudiced agains creationism 
from the very beginning. 

Storm Center: 
The Supreme 
Court in 
American Politics

O’Brien, 
David M

A terrific introduction to the history and particularly the 
workings of the Supreme Court, although it has very 
little specifically about church and state

God on Trial: 
Dispatches from 
America's 
Religious 
Battlefields

Peter 
Irons

Over the past two decades, federal courts have 
become contentious battlefields in America's growing 
religious wars. Since 1989, five momentous court 
cases have divided communities and the nation. Peter 
Irons, a noted constitutional scholar, lawyer, and author 
of the bestselling May It Please the Court, delivers a 
compelling narrative accompanied by first-person 
accounts from both sides of the fight in these historic 
cases. 

Living the 
Secular Life

Phil 
Zucker
man

Drawing on innovative sociological research, Living the 
Secular Life illuminates this demographic shift with the 
moral convictions that govern secular individuals, 
offering crucial information for the religious and 
nonreligious alike. Living the Secular Life reveals that, 
despite opinions to the contrary, nonreligious 
Americans possess a unique moral code that allows 
them to effectively navigate the complexities of modern 
life. Spiritual self-reliance, clear-eyed pragmatism, and 
an abiding faith in the Golden Rule to adjudicate moral 
decisions: these common principles are shared across 
secular society. Living the Secular Life demonstrates 
these principles in action and points to their usage 
throughout daily life.

Thy Kingdom 
Come: How the 
Religious Right 
Distorts Faith and 
Threatens 
America

Randall 
Balmer

For much of American history, evangelicalism was 
aligned with progressive political causes-the abolition 
of slavery, universal suffrage, and public education. 
But contemporary conservative activists have 
defaulted on this majestic legacy, embracing instead 
an agenda virtually indistinguishable from the 
Republican Party platform. How has evangelical 
Christianity become so entrenched in partisan politics? 
Randall Balmer, an evangelical Christian and a 
historian of American religion, deftly combines 
ethnographic research, theological reflections, and 
historical context to examine the nature of the 
Religious Right today-and offers a rallying cry for 
liberal Christians to reclaim the noble traditions of their 
faith.

First Freedom: 
The Fight for 
Religious Liberty

Randall 
Balmer, 
Lee 
Grogerg 
& Mark 
Mabry

In the sweltering summer of 1789, James Madison 
penned sixteen words in spare prose that became the 
First Amendment to the United States Constitution. 
Herein the founding fathers of a young government 
pledged separation of church and state, thus 
guaranteeing religious freedom for its citizens and 
establishing a free marketplace for religion in the 
United States. Utterly unprecedented in Western 
history, this construction of a government without the 
interlocking authority of religion set a new course for 
faith and politics and has produced a vibrant religious 
culture unmatched anywhere in the world. First 
Freedom details the progression of religious liberty 
from pilgrims and Puritans to the creation of the Bill of 
Rights and how it shaped a new nation. 

Close Encounters 
with the Religious 
Right: Journeys 
into the Twilight 
Zone of Religion 
and Politics

Rob 
Boston

What does Pat Robertson's Christian Coalition really 
want? What secret agenda lies behind radio counselor 
James Dobson's Focus on the Family? Who are the 
Promise Keepers and what are their ultimate goals? 
Why do so many leaders of the religious right engage 
in gay bashing? What would these groups do to our 
public school system, or to our government, if they 
were in power? Close Encounters with the Religious 
Right takes you behind the scenes to answer these 
questions and gives the reader a rare glimpse of a 
world the average American may not even realize 
exists.

James Madison 
on Religious 
Liberty

Robert 
Alley

This long-overdue volume is the only one of its kind 
containing all of Madison's religious writings, as well as 
new contributions by leading scholars. Madison's 
writings assume even more importance to thoughtful 
Americans as the Supreme Court continues to decide 
issues of school prayer, and as the Moral Majority tries 
to desecularize American public and private life. 
Imagine an America without the Bill of Rights, without 
the Constitution. This image of our nation, existing 
without these two foundations of freedom, justice, and 
inquiry, assaults the imagination, for these two 
documents are the fuel that runs the republic. What is 
even more remarkable is that their primary author was 
one man - James Madison.

The Most 
Dangerous Man 
in America? 

Robert 
Boston

Televangelist Pat Robertson has built one of the most 
powerful religious-political movements in American 
history. His Christian Coalition - with its '700 Club' 
broadcasting fundamentalism tinged with right-wing 
politics to an audience of millions, its American Center 
for Law and Justice legal action group attempting to 
impose far-right Christian ideas via the courts, and the 
growing number of graduates from its Regents 
University - wields a mighty sword within the 
Republican party in at least 25 states while GOP 
national leaders and presidential hopefuls court its 
favour. Despite his power, many Americans are not 
aware of Robertson's extreme political views or his 
goals for the United States. This book examines the 
role Robertson plays in contemporary politics and his 
efforts to influence American society through his 
various political organisations, businesses, and 
broadcast empire.

Why the 
Religious Right is 
Wrong about 
Separation of 
Church and State

Robert 
Boston

Award-winning journalist Robert Boston lambastes the 
zealots of the Religious Right for spreading 
misinformation about the constitutional principle of the 
separation of church and state. Boston reveals how a 
band of ultraconservative religious groups with a 
political agenda - led primarily by televangelist Pat 
Robertson - is conducting a systematic war aginst the 
separation of church and state. The tactics of these 
groups are designed to exploit unfounded fears and 
turn the American people against the separationist 
principle. To expose the Religious Right's blatant 
distortions of U.S. history and correct its skewed 
analysis of legal rulings, Boston objectively reviews the 
evolution of church/state relations in the United States 
and looks at how the separation principle has been 
applied by the courts. He also examines efforts by 
sectarian groups to win government support for their 
schools, the school prayer issue, the history of the free 
exercise of religion, and the controversial role of 
religion in the public square.

Queering 
Christianity: 
Finding a Place 
at the Table for 
LGBTQI 
Christians

Robert 
E. 
Shore-
Goss et. 
Al.

Through essays by noted lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer or questioning, and intersex 
(LGBTQI) religion scholars, this important compilation 
summarizes the history and current status of LGBTQI 
theology, exploring its relationship to the policies, 
practices, and theology of traditional Christianity. 
Contributors contrast the "radically inclusive" thinking 
of LGBTQI theology with the "exclusivity" practiced by 
many Christian churches, explaining the reasoning of 
each and clarifying contentious issues. At the same 
time, the book highlights ways in which "queer" 
theology and practice benefit Christian congregations. 
Writing from the perspective of grassroots Christian 
LGBTQI movements, many of the contributors draw 
upon their own experiences. Equally important, the 
work creates the basis for dialogue between traditional 
churches and followers of LGBTQI theology, offering 
practical suggestions for Christian congregations that 
wish to put aside exclusionary policies and practices.

Toward 
Benevolent 
Neutrality: 
Church, State, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Robert 
Miller. 
and 
Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

Presents the text of virtually every significant Supreme 
Court decision concerning religious freedom and 
separation of church and state. Also included are 
essays interpreting the historical background and legal 
issues involved in each case, beginning with the 
principal events leading to the adoption of the First 
Amendment.

Without a Prayer: 
Religious 
Expression in 
Public Schools

Robert 
S. Alley

This is the first thorough examination of school prayer 
to bring together the experiences of parents and 
children involved in contesting public school 
sanctioned prayer and Bible reading. Alley explores the 
way in which terms like "nonpreferentialism," 
"toleration" and "accommodation" are being used to 
hide violations of the First Amendment. Personal 
interviews were conducted with those involved in 
seven prominent cases. Each story challenges 
communities that impose the mores and cultural 
patterns of religion on their public schools. The result, 
in most instances, has been angry protests as well as 
threats against parents and children, and/or property 
damage.

Red State 
Religion: Faith 
and Politics in 
America's 
Heartland

Robert 
Wuthno
w

In Red State Religion, Robert Wuthnow tells the story 
of religiously motivated political activism in Kansas 
from territorial days to the present. He examines how 
faith mixed with politics as both ordinary Kansans and 
leaders such as John Brown, Carrie Nation, William 
Allen White, and Dwight Eisenhower struggled over the 
pivotal issues of their times, from slavery and 
Prohibition to populism and anti-communism. Beyond 
providing surprising new explanations of why Kansas 
became a conservative stronghold, the book sheds 
new light on the role of religion in red states across the 
Midwest and the United States. Contrary to recent 
influential accounts, Wuthnow argues that Kansas 
conservatism is largely pragmatic, not ideological, and 
that religion in the state has less to do with politics and 
contentious moral activism than with relationships 
between neighbors, friends, and fellow churchgoers. 

The Necessity of 
Secularism

Ronald 
A. 
Lindsey

For the first time in human history, a significant 
percentage of the world’s population no longer 
believes in God. This is especially true in developed 
nations, where in some societies nonbelievers now 
outnumber believers. Unless religion collapses 
completely, or undergoes a remarkable resurgence, 
countries across the globe must learn to carefully and 
effectively manage this societal mix of religious and 
irreligious. For in a world already deeply riven by 
sectarian conflict, this unprecedented demographic 
shift presents yet another challenge to humanity. 
Writing in an engaging, accessible style, philosopher 
and lawyer Ronald A. Lindsay develops a tightly 
crafted argument for secularism—specifically, that in a 
religiously pluralistic society, a robust, thoroughgoing 
secularism is the only reliable means of preserving 
meaningful democracy and rights of conscience.

To Defend the 
Constitution: 
Religion, 
Conscientious 
Objection, 
Naturalization, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

The story of people who were denied citizenship 
because they were conscientious objectors to war and 
how they fought their battles in the Supreme Court.

That Godless 
Court? Supreme 
Court Decisions 
on Church-State 
Relationships

Ronald 
Flowers

The "religious clause" of the First Amendment, 
seemingly simple and clear, has been and continues to 
be controversial in its application. In this book, Flowers 
explains the Court's thinking, clarifying for readers the 
decisions that have been built on or that have altered 
previous positions.

The Majesty of 
the Law: 
Reflections of a 
Supreme Court 
Justice

Sandra 
Day 
O'Conn
or

Not about church and state, but a readable introduction 
to the Supreme Court, its procedures and some of the 
issues it faces. 

God's Profits: 
Faith, Fraud and 
the Republican 
Crusade for 
Values Voters

Sarah 
Posner

Keenly observed and meticulously reported, "God's 
Profits" examines the unholy alliance between a new 
breed of corrupt televangelists and the Republican 
Party, which is eagerly courting "values voters" in the 
nation's largest megachurches. Author Sarah Posner 
exposes the activities of Kenneth Copeland, John 
Hagee, Rod Parsley, T.D. Jakes, and other politically 
connected, skillfully marketed, and increasingly 
influential religious leaders. Preaching the "prosperity 
gospel"???the notion that faith and tithing alone can 
ensure financial security???both in their churches and 
over the airwaves, these charismatic leaders scam the 
gullible even as they enjoy unprecedented access to 
top Bush Administration officials. 

Sexual 
Orientation and 
Human Rights in 
American 
Religious 
Discourse

Saul M. 
Olyan & 
Martha 
C. 
Nussba
um

Sexual orientation is a topic of intense debate within 
America's religious traditions. These discussions have 
had a significant impact on the formation of public 
policy, as speakers who locate themselves squarely 
within religious traditions have articulated positions on 
both sides in recent arguments concerning gays in the 
military, civil rights protections for gays and lesbians, 
gay marriage, parenting and foster parenting, and 
benefits for partners of gay and lesbian employees of 
major corporations and institutions. This volume, which 
stems from a 1995 conference at Brown University, 
aims to promote both academic and public 
understanding of the different positions that exist on 
sexual orientation and its public policy dimensions 
within four major American religious traditions. Writers 
from within the Jewish community, the Roman Catholic 
church, Mainline Protestant churches, and African-
American churches explore the history and tradition of 
their communities on same-sex orientation, discuss the 
moral stance they advocate, and consider the legal 
and public policy implications of that stance. For each 
of these traditions, two opposing views are 
represented, and a respondent frames the issue in a 
larger context. The book concludes with essays by 
Michael McConnell and Andrew Koppelman exploring 
how our society might find a modus vivendi in a state 
position of neutrality on the moral status of 
homosexuality.

Attack of the 
Theocrats! How 
the Religious 
Right Harms Us 
All- And What We 
Can Do About It

Sean 
Fairclot
h

At no time in American history has the United States 
had such a high percentage of theocratic members of 
Congress--those who expressly endorse religious bias 
in law. Just as ominously, at no other time have 
religious fundamentalists effectively had veto power 
over one of the country's two major political parties. As 
Sean Faircloth argues, this has led to the crumbling of 
the country's most cherished founding principle--the 
wall separating church and state--and presages even 
more crumbling.

Ellery's Protest: 
How One Young 
Man Defied 
Tradition and 
Sparked the 
Battle Over 
School Prayer

Stephen 
D. 
Solomo
n

Tells the fascinating personal and legal drama of the 
Schempp case: the family’s struggle against the ugly 
reactions of neighbors, and the impassioned courtroom 
clashes as brilliant lawyers on both sides argued about 
the meaning of religious freedom. But Schempp was 
not the only case challenging religious exercises in the 
schools at the time, and Ellery’s Protest describes the 
race to the Supreme Court among the attorneys for 
four such cases. Solomon also explores the political, 
cultural, and religious roots of the controversy. 

The Bible, The 
School and the 
Constitution: The 
Clash that 
Shaped Modern 
Church-State 
Doctrine

Steven 
K. 
Green

Draws attention to an often overlooked nineteenth 
century that remains relevant to today's church-state 
debate
Offers historical as well as legal perspectives on a 
crucial episode in American history
Extensively documented from primary sources

Freethinkers: A 
History of 
American 
Secularism

Susan 
Jacoby

At a time when the separation of church and state is 
under attack as never before, Freethinkers offers a 
powerful defense of the secularist heritage that gave 
Americans the first government in the world founded 
not on the authority of religion but on the bedrock of 
human reason. In impassioned, elegant prose, 
celebrated author Susan Jacoby traces more than two 
hundred years of secularist activism, beginning with 
the fierce debate over the omission of God from the 
Constitution. Moving from nineteenth-century 
abolitionism and suffragism through the twentieth 
century's civil liberties, civil rights, and feminist 
movements, Freethinkersilluminates the neglected 
achievements of secularists who, allied with tolerant 
believers, have led the battle for reform in the past and 
today.

The Age of 
American 
Unreason

Susan 
Jacoby

A cultural history of the last forty years, The Age of 
American Unreason focuses on the convergence of 
social forces-usually treated as separate entities-that 
has created a perfect storm of anti-rationalism. These 
include the upsurge of religious fundamentalism, with 
more political power today than ever before; the failure 
of public education to create an informed citizenry; and 
the triumph of video over print culture. Sparing neither 
the right nor the left, Jacoby asserts that Americans 
today have embraced a universe of “junk thought” that 
makes almost no effort to separate fact from opinion.

The First 
Freedoms: 
Church and State 
in America to the 
Passage of the 
First Amendment

Thomas 
Curry

Is government forbidden to assist all religions equally, 
as the Supreme Court has held? Or does the First 
Amendment merely ban exclusive aid to one religion, 
as critics of the Court assert? The First Freedoms 
studies the church-state context of colonial and 
revolutionary America to present a bold new reading of 
the historical meaning of the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment. Synthesizing and interpreting a 
wealth of evidence from the founding of Virginia to the 
passage of the Bill of Rights, including everything 
published in America before 1791, Thomas Curry 
traces America's developing ideas on religious liberty 
and offers the most extensive investigation ever of the 
historical origins and background of the First 
Amendment's religion clauses.

The Age of 
Reason

Thomas 
Paine

Of all the tyrannies that affect mankind, tyranny in 
religion is the worst," declared Thomas Paine, adding, 
"every other species of tyranny is limited to the world 
we live in; but this attempts to stride beyond the grave, 
and seeks to pursue us into eternity." Paine's years of 
study and reflection on the role of religion in society 
culminated with his final work, The Age of Reason. 
This coolly reasoned polemic influenced religious 
thinking throughout the world at the dawn of the 
nineteenth century, and its resonance remains 
undiminished by time.
The selfsame humanist and egalitarian views that 
made Paine a popular figure of the American 
Revolution brought him into frequent conflict with 
political authorities. Parts of The Age of Reason were 
written in a French jail, where Paine was confined for 
his opposition to the execution of Louis XVI. An atack 
on revealed religion from the deist point of view — 
embodied by Paine's credo, "I believe in one God, and 
no more" — this work undertakes a hitherto unheard-of 
approach to Bible study. Its critical and objective 
examination of Old and New Testatments cites 
nemerous contradictions as evidence against literal 
interpretations of the text. Well articulated and 
eminently readable, The Age of Reason is a classic of 
free thought.

Founding Faith: 
Providence, 
Politics, and the 
Birth of Religious 
Freedom in 
America

Waldma
n, 
Steven

Waldman lays out the debate between the 
accommodationists and separationists and then details 
the activities and beliefs of the Founding Fathers to 
see who of the contemporary disputants is right. He 
comes down in favor of the separationists, but he is fair 
to each side and helps the student understand the 
nature of the debate and where it comes from. 

The First Liberty, 
Religion and the 
American 
Republic

William 
Lee 
Miller

Though many claim the United States to be a 
"Christian Nation," Miller provides a fascinatingly vivid 
account of the philosophical skirmishes and political 
machinations that led to the "wall of separation" 
between church and state. That famous phrase is 
Jefferson's, though it does not appear in the 
Declaration of Independence nor in the Constitution. 
But Miller follows this seminal idea from three great 
standard-bearers of religious liberty: Jefferson, 
Madison, and Roger Williams. Jefferson, who wrote 
the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, the 
precursor of the First Amendment of the Constitution; 
James Madison, who was politically responsible for 
Virginia's acceptance of religious liberty and who, a 
few years later, helped draft the Bill of Rights; and the 
even earlier figure, the radical dissenter Roger 
Williams, who propounded the idea of religious 
freedom not as a rational secularist but out of a deeply 
held spiritual faith. 

Church and State 
in American 
History, 3rd 
Edition

Wilson, 
John F. 
and 
Donald 
L. 
Drakem
an

Presents chronologically-organized chapters that 
include selections from documents like colonial 
charters, opinions of the Supreme Court and salient 
legislation, along with contemporary commentary, and 
incisive interpretations of the issues by modern 
scholars. Figures as divergent as John Winthrop, John 
F. Kennedy, and Sandra Day O’Connor speak from 
these pages as directly as Paul Blanshard, Leon 
Higginbotham, John Courtney Murray, and Robert 
Bellah. Church and State in American History 
addresses the difficult relationships among the political 
and religious structures of our society and the 
emergence of an American solution to the church-state 
problem.



Title Author Description
Visions of 
Reality- What 
Fundamentalist 
Schools Teach

Albert J. 
Menend
ez

Although a majority of Americans have repeatedly 
shown in referendum elections and opinion polls that 
they oppose tax support for nonpublic schools, 
fundamentalist leaders and their political lobbies are 
putting increasing pressure on Congress and state 
legislatures to compel taxpayers to support sectarian 
private schools through "vouchers" or "tuition tax 
credits," under the deceptive banner of "school 
choice." Albert J. Menendez has carefully examined 
the most widely used history, English, and science 
textbooks in fundamentalist private schools. He 
documents the fact that these schools promote 
prejudice against people of other faiths, distort history, 
derogate our literary heritage, cast science in a bad 
light, and otherwise indoctrinate children with "visions 
of reality" that are incompatible with public tax support.

Religion and the 
Public Schools

Anne 
Marie 
Lofaso

Religion in the Public Schools: A Road Map for 
Avoiding Lawsuits and Respecting Parents’ Legal 
Rights is designed to help. This handy 129-page book, 
written by Associate Professor of Law Anne Marie 
Lofaso of West Virginia University, examines what the 
courts have said about many religion-in-school 
controversies and provides clear, concise answers to 
common questions. Fully referenced and 
footnoted, Religion in the Public Schools is the perfect 
guide for anyone seeking to better navigate the 
intersection between religion and public education.

Why We Still 
Need Public 
Schools

Art Must 
Jr.

Two cornerstones of American democracy - separation 
of church and state, and public schools - are under 
increasing attack. As this collection of essays, written 
by some of America's leading educators, political 
figures, and advocates of religious liberty shows, 
universal public education and the separation of 
church and state are related. The eminent contributors 
to this book argue that we need to defend both 
institutions against increasing onslaughts by the 
Religious Right and other self-proclaimed arbiters of 
societal behavior, who seek to dictate public policy and 
who are labeling the public schools themselves as 
"immoral" institutions. At issue here is not whether 
public schools need to be improved. It is assumed that 
improvement is necessary.

Piety & Politics: 
The Right Wing 
Assault on 
Religious 
Freedom

Barry 
Lynn

In the wake of the 2004 presidential election, the 
Religious Right insisted that George Bush had been 
handed a mandate for an ideology-based social 
agenda, including the passage of a “marriage 
amendment” to ban same-sex unions, diversion of tax 
money to religious groups through “faith-based 
initiatives,” the teaching of creationism in public 
schools, and restrictions on abortion. Led by an 
aggressive band of television preachers and extremist 
radio personalities, the Religious Right set its sights on 
demolishing the wall of separation between church and 
state. The Reverend Barry Lynn is a devout Christian, 
but he argues that politicians need to stop looking to 
the Bible to justify their actions and should consult 
another source instead: the U.S. Constitution. 

First Freedom 
First: A Citizen's 
Guide to 
Protecting 
Religious Liberty 
and Separation of 
Church and State

Barry 
Lynn & 
C. 
Welton 
Gaddy

The United States is the most religiously diverse nation 
in the world, due in large part to the clauses of the First 
Amendment that guarantee freedom for and from 
religion. But as we debate displaying Christmas trees 
at city hall and the Ten Commandments in the 
courthouse, we must ask: in what other ways is our 
religious liberty being compromised. In First Freedom 
First, with clear language and recognizable examples, 
two of the most trusted voices on church-state 
separation address head-on the many areas where 
religion and politics overlap, with consequences for all 
Americans.

The Right to 
Religious Liberty: 
The Basic ACLU 
Guide to 
Religious Rights

Barry 
Lynn, 
Marc D. 
Stern, 
and 
Oliver 
S. 
Thomas

This revised and updated edition of The Right to 
Religious Liberty sets forth an individual’s religious 
rights under present law, offering suggestions as to 
how they can be preserved and protected. (A bit 
dated-1995- but otherwise a good resource)

  Journal of 
Church and State

Baylor 
Universi
ty

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Pray the Gay 
Away: The 
Extraordinary 
Lives of Bible 
Belt Gays

Bernade
tte 
Barton

While some areas of the Unites States have made 
tremendous progress in securing rights for gay people, 
Bible Belt states lag behind. In Pray the Gay Away, 
Bernadette Barton argues that conventions of small 
town life, rules which govern Southern manners, and 
the power wielded by Christian institutions serve as a 
foundation for both passive and active homophobia in 
the Bible Belt. She explores how conservative 
Christian ideology reproduces homophobic attitudes 
and shares how Bible Belt gays negotiate these 
attitudes in their daily lives. Drawing on the remarkable 
stories of Bible Belt gays, Barton brings to the fore 
their thoughts, experiences and hard-won insights to 
explore the front lines of our national culture war over 
marriage, family, hate crimes, and equal rights. 

To Serve God 
and Wal-Mart: 
The Making of 
Christian Free 
Enterprise

Bethany 
Ellen 
Moreton

In the decades after World War II, evangelical 
Christianity nourished America’s devotion to free 
markets, free trade, and free enterprise. The history of 
Wal-Mart uncovers a complex network that united Sun 
Belt entrepreneurs, evangelical employees, Christian 
business students, overseas missionaries, and free-
market activists. Through the stories of people linked 
by the world’s largest corporation, Bethany Moreton 
shows how a Christian service ethos powered 
capitalism at home and abroad.

Moral Minority: 
Our Skeptical 
Founding Fathers

Brooke 
Allen

In her lively refutation of modern claims about 
America's religious origins, Brooke Allen looks back at 
the late eighteenth century and shows decisively that 
the United States was founded not on Christian 
principles at all but on Enlightenment ideas. Moral 
Minority presents a powerful case that the unique legal 
framework the Founding Fathers created was 
designed according to the humanist ideals of 
Enlightenment thinkers: God entered the picture only 
as a very minor player, and Jesus Christ was 
conspicuous by his absence. The guiding spirit of the 
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. 
Constitution, Ms. Allen explains, was not Jesus Christ 
but John Locke. In direct and accessible prose, she 
provides fascinating chapters on the religious lives of 
the six men she considers the key Founding Fathers: 
Franklin, Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, and Hamilton. Far from being the 
conventional pious Christians we too often imagine, 
these men were skeptical intellectuals, in some cases 
not even Christians at all.

The Battle over 
School Prayer: 
How Engel v. 
Vitale Changed 
America

Bruce J. 
Dierenfi
eld

Bruce Dierenfield has written a concise and readable 
guide to the first and still most important case that 
addressed the constitutionality of prayer in public 
schools. The 22-word recitation in a Long Island school 
that was challenged in Engel v. Vitale was hardly 
denominational not even overtly Christian but a handful 
of parents saw it as a violation of the First 
Amendment's proscription again the establishment of 
religion. The case forced the Supreme Court to take a 
stand on Jefferson's "wall of separation" between 
church and state. When it did so, the Court declared 
that by endorsing the prayer recitation no matter how 
brief, non-denominational, or voluntary the Long Island 
school board had unconstitutionally approved the 
establishment of religion in school. Writing with 
impeccable fairness and sensitivity, Dierenfield sets his 
account of the Engel decision in the larger historical 
and political context, citing battles over a wide range of 
religious activities in public schools throughout 
American history. Through interviews with many of the 
participants, he also reveals the large price paid by the 
plaintiffs and their children, who were frequently 
harassed both during and after the trial. 

Religious 
Fundamentalisms 
and the Human 
Rights of Women

C. 
Howlan
d

Dialogue on the conflict between religious 
fundamentalism and women's rights is often stymied 
by an 'all or nothing' approach: fundamentalists claim 
of absolute religious freedom, while some feminists 
dismiss religion entirely as being so imbued with 
patriarchy as to be eternally opposed to women's 
rights. This ignores, though, the experiences of 
religious women who suffer under fundamentalism and 
fight to resist it, perceiving themselves to be at once 
religious and feminist. In Religious Fundamentalisms 
and the Human Rights of Women , Howland provides a 
forum for these different scholars, both religious and 
nonreligious, to meet and seek common ground in their 
fight against fundamentalism. Through an examination 
of international human rights, national law, grass roots 
activism, and theology, this volume explores the acute 
problems that contemporary fundamentalist 
movements pose for women's equality and liberty 
rights.

Liars for Jesus: 
The Religious 
Right's Alternate 
Version of 
American History

Chris 
Rodda

Liars for Jesus debunks many of the historical lies 
invented and used by the Christian nationalist history 
revisionists in their efforts to further their far right 
political agenda and destroy the wall of separation 
between church and state in America. Liars for Jesus 
is not a book about religion. It is a history book, 
presenting and fully documenting the true stories and 
historical facts that are distorted in the "Christian 
nation" pseudo-history promoted by the religious right.

Wrapped in the 
Flag

Claire 
Conner

Claire Conner’s award-winning memoir, Wrapped in 
the Flag (Beacon Press 2013, 2014) weaves her  
intimate personal stories with the history of the 1960s, 
70s, and 80s. She chronicles her parents’ obsession 
with radical right-wing politics embodied in the John 
Birch Society, the most powerful  anti-Communist, anti-
government, populist movement of the 20th century

Nonbeliever 
Nation: The Rise 
of Secular 
Americans

David 
Niose

Today, one in five Americans are nonbelievers―a 
rapidly growing group at a time when traditional 
Christian churches are dwindling in numbers. Still we 
see almost none of them openly serving in elected 
office, while many others continue to loudly proclaim 
the falsehood of America as a Christian nation. David 
Niose calls for nonreligious Americans from all 
backgrounds to step out of the shadows and signal 
their opposition to the long-dominant Religious Right. 
Exploring all the hot-button issues that divide the 
country―from gay marriage to education policy to 
contentious church-state battles―he shows how 
Secular Americans―a group comprised not just of 
atheists and agnostics, but lapsed Catholics, secular 
Jews, and millions of others who have walked away 
from organized religion―are mobilizing and forming 
groups all over the country (even atheist clubs in Bible-
belt high schools) to challenge the exaltation of religion 
in American politics and public life. 

Original Intent: 
Chief Justice 
Rehnquist and 
the Course of 
American 
Church/State 
Relations

Derek 
Davis

Contemporary debate in the area of church/state 
relations centers around the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment: "Congress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of religion [the 
Establishment Clause] or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof [the Free Exercise Clause]." Original Intent is a 
readable and objective summary of the views of Chief 
Justice Rehnquist and an enlightening treatise on the 
future of church/state relations in America.

Roger Williams: 
Prophet of Liberty

Edwin 
C. 
Gaustad

Roger Williams chronicles the life of one of the most 
remarkable forefathers in American history. A true 
revolutionary, this devout Puritan championed Native 
American rights; wrote treatises on equal rights, flag 
desecration, and the separation of church and state; 
established the first American settlement based on 
total religious toleration--and he lived more than a 
century before independence, when America was still a 
vast wilderness! Williams went on to adopt adult 
baptism and founded the first Baptist church in 
America. He became president of Rhode Island colony 
in 1654, served as captain in the defense of 
Providence during King Philip's War, and continued to 
write and preach passionately for religious tolerance 
and Native American rights until his death in 1683.

Proclaim Liberty 
Throughout the 
Land: A History of 
Church and State 
in America

Edwin 
Gaustad

In this volume, one of the most distinguished scholars 
of American religious history traces the complicated 
relationship of church and state from the early colonial 
period, through the unique American experiment in 
religious liberty after the Revolution, to the ongoing 
debate over religious issues in our schools and 
communities. Edwin Gaustad relates entertaining and 
edifying accounts of headline-grabbing court trials 
involving polygamy, witchcraft, and church taxation. He 
quotes moving passages from the speeches and 
writings of American Presidents and Supreme Court 
justices to prove that, to paraphrase Michelangelo, 
"religious liberty is made up of a series of trifles, but 
religious liberty is no trifle."

Faith of the 
Founders: 
Religion and the 
New Nation, 
1776-1826

Edwin 
S. 
Gaustad

Edwin Gaustad provides a careful consideration of the 
developing relationship between religion and the state 
after the American Revolution. With concise focus on 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, 
George Washington, and John Adams, Gaustad 
identifies seven varying―sometimes 
contrary―perspectives on religion that guided the 
nation's founders. Faith of the Founders shows how 
these figures possessed an intuitive understanding of 
religion that helped nourish a young country. This brief 
but insightful book offers a look into the founding 
fathers' genius―and points to a way forward through 
the ideological boundaries that threaten to upend the 
daily doings of American government today.

With God on 
Their Side: How 
Christian 
Fundamentalists 
Trampled 
Science, Policy 
and Democracy 
in George W. 
Bush's White 
House

Esther 
Kaplan

When asked which single issue most affected their 
vote in the last presidential election, more than one in 
five Americans said “moral values”—and 78 percent of 
these voters chose to reelect President George W. 
Bush. As Esther Kaplan shows in her richly detailed 
investigation, it’s no wonder the Christian right voted 
for Bush in droves—their loyal support in 2000 
produced fantastic results. While organizations that 
offer abortion counseling and services or help to 
prevent HIV see their funds cut, church groups receive 
millions in federal dollars to promote sexual abstinence 
and marriage (provided, of course, it is heterosexual). 
Bush has appointed a Christian right dream team to 
the federal courts, dedicated to tearing down what one 
such judge calls “the so-called separation of church 
and state. Religious zeal even shapes Bush’s foreign 
policy, as Christian belief in the end times spurs the 
administration’s support for hard-line policies in Israel.

Evolution vs. 
Creationism

Eugenie 
C. Scott

More than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the 
debate over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.

The Separation 
of Church and 
State: Writings on 
a Fundamental 
Freedom by 
America's 
Founders

Forrest 
Church

A primer of essential writings about one of the 
cornerstones of our democracy by the original authors 
of the Constitution, edited by preeminant liberal 
theologian Forrest Church. Americans will never stop 
debating the question of church-state separation, and 
such debates invariably lead back to the nation’s 
beginnings and the founders’ intent. The Separation of 
Church and State presents a basic collection of the 
founders’ teachings on this topic. This concise primer 
gets past the rhetoric that surrounds the current 
debate, placing the founders’ vivid writings on religious 
liberty in historical perspective. Edited and with running 
commentary by Forrest Church, this important 
collection informs anyone curious about the original 
blueprint for our country and its government.

Separation of 
Church and 
State: Founding 
Principle of 
Religious Liberty

Frank 
Lambert

Frank Lambert tackles the central claims of the 
Religious Right "historians" who insist that America 
was conceived as a "Christian State," that modern-day 
"liberals" and "secularists" have distorted and/or 
ignored the place of religion in American history, and 
that the phrase "the separation of church and state" 
does not appear in any of the founding documents and 
is, therefore, a myth created by the Left. He discusses 
what separates "bad" history from "good" history, and 
concludes that the self-styled "historians" of the 
Religious Right create a "useful past" that enlists the 
nation's founders on behalf of present-day 
conservative religious and political causes. The result 
of a politicized religious history exposes the Religious 
Right "history" as fabrications and half-truths. In fact, 
one of the foundational principles of the Constitution is 
that of separation as the key to safeguarding freedom: 
separation of powers, separation of federal and state 
governments, and separation of church and state.

Religious 
Expression and 
the American 
Constitution

Frankly
n 
Haiman

In the current environment and fervor for “homeland 
security,” personal freedoms in exchange for security 
are coming under more scrutiny. Among these 
guaranteed freedoms are the protection of religious 
expression given by the U.S. Constitution and the 
constitutional prohibitions against behaviors that 
violate the separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.

Eternal Hostility: 
The Struggle 
Between 
Theocracy and 
Democracy

Frederic
k 
Clarkso
n

What is behind the violence against abortion clinics, 
attacks on gays and lesbians and the growing power of 
the religious right? Frederick Clarkson makes it clear 
that beyond the bombers and assassins who 
sometimes make news, is a growing, if not well 
understood, movement that encompasses Pat 
Robertson's Christian Coalition, the Unification Church 
of Sun Myung Moon and the Promise Keepers--the 
lead agency of the so-called Christian men's 
movement. Clarkson exposes the wild card of the 
"theology of vigilantism" which urges the enforcement 
of "God's law" and argues for fundamentalist revolution 
against constitutional democracy. 

Setting the 
Record Straight: 
Response to 
Misconceptions 
About Public 
Education in the 
US

Gerald 
Bracey

Gerald Bracey knows there are three kinds of lies in 
education policy: lies, damned lies, and the statistics 
that reactionary reformers tout as evidence in favor of 
dismantling our public schools. In this second and 
substantially updated edition of the hard-hitting Setting 
the Record Straight, Bracey goes toe-to-toe with the 
opponents of quality public education. You'll learn how 
to discredit them in your own discussions by using the 
very logic and statistical analyses they purport to have 
on their side. In this series of smart, forceful analyses, 
Bracey homes in on specific topics like vouchers, 
school funding, and comparisons to international test 
scores, themes around which agitators have created a 
host of mythological American school failures from the 
flimsiest of evidence. Each essay begins with a 
question you might commonly hear in conversation 
about these alleged shortcomings, to which Bracey 
provides a brief, sound- byte-ready rebuttal. Then he 
follows it up with a full-length explanation, replete with 
statistical data and talking points that fully support his 
assertions-and silence those who would undermine 
education with disinformation.

Not in Our 
Classrooms

Glenn 
Branch 
& 
Eugenie 
C. Scott

Where did the concept of intelligent design originate? 
How does it connect with, and conflict with, various 
religious beliefs? Should we teach the controversy 
itself in our science classrooms? In clear and lively 
essays, a team of experts answers these questions 
and many more, describing the history of the intelligent 
design movement and the lack of scientific support for 
its claims. Most importantly, the contributors—
authorities on the scientific, legal, educational, and 
theological problems of intelligent design-speak 
specifically to teachers and parents about the need to 
defend the integrity of science education by keeping 
intelligent design out of science curriculums. 

Lowering the 
Wall: Religion 
and the Supreme 
Court in the 
1980s

Gregg 
Ivers

Convinced that church-state law under the Supreme 
Court during the 1980s took "a giant-and unwelcome 
step--backward," Gregg Ivers's book explores the 
changing relationship between religion and the state. 
Those looking for a neutral account of this relationship 
should look elsewhere. This book, commissioned by 
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, is a liberal's 
response to use of the courts by "[r]eligious 
conservatives, encouraged by the election of Ronald 
Reagan," to create a "broad wave of conservative 
religious populism" in pursuit of school prayer, financial 
assistance for parochial institutions and equal access 
to public school facilities for student religious clubs.

The Oxford 
Companion to the 
Supreme Court of 
the United States

Hall, 
Kermit L

Not about church and state, but a great resource book 
on the Court.

The Journal of 
Law and Religion

Hamline 
Universi
ty Law 
School

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Religion on Trial: 
How Supreme 
Court Trends 
Threaten 
Freedom of 
Conscience in 
America

Hammo
nd, 
Philip 
E., 
David 
W. 
Machac
ek and 
Eric 
Michael 
Mazur

A powerful indictment of the current Supreme Court, 
arguing the regressive justices are not faithful to the 
Constitution and thereby endanger religious freedom.

The Godless 
Constitution: The 
Case Against 
Religious 
Correctness

Isaac 
Krammi
k & R. 
Lawrenc
e Moore

The Godless Constitution is an urgent and timely 
reexamination of the roots of church-state separation 
in American politics - and a ringing refutation of the 
misguided claims of the religious right. In this important 
polemic two distinguished scholars of American 
political ideas and religion refute this dangerous 
attempt to introduce what they term "religious 
correctness" into our politics, by reminding us that the 
absence of any mention of God in the Constitution was 
a conscious action on the framers' part, intended to 
prevent the bloody religious controversies that so 
marked European history. They also emphasize that 
church-state separation was seen as a guarantee of - 
not a hindrance to - religions liberty. Fully respecting 
the importance of religion in the public sphere, yet 
forthright in defining proper limits, The Godless 
Constitution offers a bracing return to the first 
principles of American democracy - and a guide to 
keeping them intact in the forthcoming presidential 
campaign.

Holy Hullabaloos: 
A Road Trip to 
the Battlegrounds 
of the Church-
State Wars

J. D. 
Wexler

After ten years spent riddling over the intricacies of 
church/state law from the ivory tower, law professor 
Jay Wexler decided it was high time to hit the road to 
learn what really happened in some of the most 
controversial Supreme Court cases involving this hot-
button issue. In Holy Hullabaloos, he takes us along for 
the ride, crossing the country to meet the people and 
visit the places responsible for landmark decisions in 
recent judicial history, from a high school football field 
where fans once recited prayers before kickoff to a 
Santeria church notorious for animal sacrifice, from a 
publicly funded Muslim school to a creationist 
museum. Wexler's no-holds-barred approach to 
investigating famous church/state brouhahas is as 
funny as it is informative.

Far Right 
Fantasy: A 
Sociology of 
American 
Religion and 
Politics

James 
Aho

Far-Right Fantasy is a straight-forward, jargon-free 
study of contemporary American right-wing extremism. 
The book addresses the strengths and weaknesses of 
the standard psycho-social-cultural explanations of far-
right activism. It shows how extremists are similar 
educationally and psychologically to their more 
conventional neighbors; that they get into the 
movement in the same way that others become peace 
activists or radical environmentalists, namely, through 
their ties with fellow workers and church-goers, family 
members, and classmates; and that their views are 
given a patina of certainty by being repeatedly 
corroborated within closed, non-contaminated 
communication systems. 

Religion and the 
State: Essays in 
Honor of Leo 
Pfeffer

James 
E. Wood 
Jr.

These essays examine major themes affecting religion 
and the state in a free society and the interaction of 
religion and world order. While concern is given to the 
historical and judicial context of the Establishment and 
Free Exercise Clauses of the First Amendment, special 
attention is given to contemporary church-state 
problems in American life. In addition, the volume 
analyzes alternatives to church-state relations outside 
the United States and freedom of religion in the 
international advance of human rights.

Supreme 
Conflict: The 
Inside Story of 
the Struggle for 
Control of the 
United States 
Supreme Court

Jan 
Crawfor
d 
Greenb
urg

Drawing on unprecedented access to the Supreme 
Court justices themselves and their inner circles, 
acclaimed ABC News legal correspondent Jan 
Crawford Greenburg offers an explosive newsbreaking 
account of one of the most momentous political 
watersheds in American history. From the series of 
Republican nominations that proved deeply frustrating 
to conservatives to the decades of bruising battles that 
led to the rise of Justices Roberts and Alito, this is the 
authoritative story of the conservative effort to shift the 
direction of the high court—a revelatory look at one of 
the central fronts of America's culture wars by one of 
the most widely respected experts on the subject.

The Nine: Inside 
the Secret World 
of the Supreme 
Court

Jeffrey 
Toobin

In The Nine, acclaimed journalist Jeffrey Toobin takes 
us into the chambers of the most important—and 
secret—legal body in our country, the Supreme Court, 
revealing the complex dynamic among the nine people 
who decide the law of the land. An institution at a 
moment of transition, the Court now stands at a crucial 
point, with major changes in store on such issues as 
abortion, civil rights, and church-state relations. Based 
on exclusive interviews with the justices and with a 
keen sense of the Court’s history and the trajectory of 
its future, Jeffrey Toobin creates in The Nine a riveting 
story of one of the most important forces in American 
life today. (2008)

Roger Williams 
and the Creation 
of the American 
Soul: Church, 
State and the 
Birth of Liberty

John M. 
Barry

For four hundred years, Americans have wrestled with 
and fought over two concepts that define the nature of 
the nation: the proper relation between church and 
state and between a free individual and the state. 
These debates began with the extraordinary thought 
and struggles of Roger Williams, who had an 
unparalleled understanding of the conflict between a 
government that justified itself by "reason of state"-i.e. 
national security-and its perceived "will of God" and the 
"ancient rights and liberties" of individuals. Acclaimed 
historian John M. Barry explores the development of 
these fundamental ideas through the story of the man 
who was the first to link religious freedom to individual 
liberty, and who created in America the first 
government and society on earth informed by those 
beliefs. 

Religious Liberty 
and the Secular 
State

John M. 
Swomle
y

This book exposes the Supreme Court's erosion of the 
Establishment Clause while emphasizing the Free 
Exercise Clause. Swomley also explores civil religion, 
secular humanism, and the current counter-revolution 
against separation of church and state led by some 
religious and political conservatives who would profit 
from government aid. He also lists the benefits 
churches would realize under a secular government.

Religion and the 
American 
Constitutional 
Experiment: 
Essential Rights 
and Liberties

John 
Witte, 
Jr.

The third edition of this classic book provides a 
comprehensive, multidisciplinary overview of the 
history, theory, law, and comparative analysis of 
American religious liberty from the earliest colonial 
period through the most recent Supreme Court cases. 
The authors present balanced, accessible discussions 
of controversial issues, such as funding religious 
schools and charities and displaying religious symbols 
on government property. 

The Last 
Freedom: 
Religion from the 
Public School to 
the Public Square

Joseph 
P.Vitterit
i

The presidency of George W. Bush has polarized the 
church-state debate as never before. The Far Right 
has been emboldened to use religion to govern, while 
the Far Left has redoubled its efforts to evict religion 
from public life entirely. In The Last Freedom, Joseph 
Viteritti argues that there is a basic tension between 
religion and democracy because religion often rejects 
compromise as a matter of principle while democracy 
requires compromise to thrive. Viteritti argues that 
Americans must guard against debasing politics with 
either antireligious bigotry or religious zealotry. 
Drawing on politics, history, and law, he defines a new 
approach to the church-state question that protects the 
religious and the secular alike. Challenging much 
conventional opinion, Viteritti argues that the courts 
have failed to adequately protect religious minorities, 
that the rights of the religious are under greater threat 
than those of the secular, and that democracy exacts 
greater compromises and sacrifices from the religious 
than it does from the secular.

The Good News 
Club: The 
Christian Right's 
Stealth Assault 
on America's 
Children

Katherin
e 
Stewart

In 2009, the Good News Club came to the public 
elementary school where journalist Katherine Stewart 
sent her children. The Club, which is sponsored by the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, bills itself as an after-
school program of “Bible study.” But Stewart soon 
discovered that the Club’s real mission is to convert 
children to fundamentalist Christianity and encourage 
them to proselytize to their “unchurched” peers, all the 
while promoting the natural but false impression 
among the children that its activities are endorsed by 
the school. Astonished to discover that the U.S. 
Supreme Court has deemed this—and other forms of 
religious activity in public schools—legal, Stewart set 
off on an investigative journey to dozens of cities and 
towns across the nation to document the impact. In this 
book she demonstrates that there is more religion in 
America’s public schools today than there has been for 
the past 100 years. The movement driving this agenda 
is stealthy. It is aggressive. It has our children in its 
sights. And its ultimate aim is to destroy the system of 
public education as we know it.

American 
Theocracy: The 
Peril and Politics 
of Radical 
Religion, Oil, and 
Borrowed Money 
in the 21st 
Century

Kevin 
Phillips

Phillips takes an uncompromising view of the current 
age of global overreach, fundamentalist religion, 
diminishing resources, and ballooning debt under the 
GOP majority. With an eye to the past and a searing 
vision of the future, Phillips confirms what too many 
Americans are still unwilling to admit about the depth 
of our misgovernment.

The 
Fundamentals of 
Extremism: The 
Christian Right in 
America

Kimberl
y Blaker

The politics, educational policies, and social values 
perpetuated by Christian fundamentalists are exposed 
in this critical perspective on the religious right's role in 
American society. Statistics and studies of the 
movement are offered that provide insight into the 
causes and characteristics of fundamentalism and its 
effects on minority groups including women, children, 
African Americans, gays, and lesbians. Essays from a 
variety of authors consider the path to theocracy, the 
effect of the theology of inerrancy on politics, and the 
state of fundamentalism in the United States after the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Creationism on 
Trial: Evolution 
and God at Little 
Rock

Langdo
n Gilkey

Creationism on Trial is Gilkey's blow-by-blow account 
of his experiences as a witness for the ACLU at the 
1981 creationist trial in Little Rock, AR.

The Devil in 
Dover: An 
Insider's Story of 
Dogma v. Darwin 
in Small Town 
America

Lauri 
Lebo

Local newspaper reporter Lauri Lebo was handed the 
story of a lifetime when the Dover (Pennsylvania) 
School Board adopted a measure to require its ninth-
grade biology students to learn about intelligent 
design. In a case that recalled the famed 1925 Scopes 
“monkey” trial and made international headlines, 
eleven parents sued the school board. When the case 
wound up in federal court before a George W. Bush–
appointed judge, Lebo had a front-row seat. Lebo 
skillfully probes the compelling background of the 
case, introducing us to the plaintiffs, the defendants, 
the lawyers, and a parade of witnesses, along with 
Judge John E. Jones, who would eventually condemn 
the school board’s decision as one of “breathtaking 
inanity.” With the antievolution battle having moved to 
the state level—and the recent passage of state 
legislation that protects the right of schools to teach 
alternatives to evolution—the story will continue to be 
relevant for years to come.

Religion, State 
and the Burger 
Court

Leo 
Pfeffer

In Religion, State and the Burger Court, Leo Pfeffer, 
the leading authority on church/state law, presents a 
trenchant analysis of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court under Chief Justice Warren E. Burger, focusing 
on the Court's interpretation of the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments. These amendments that guarantee the 
separation of church and state and the free exercise of 
religion are fundamental to the unique character of 
democracy as it exists in the United States. However, 
the distinction between affairs of state and the 
concerns of organized religion has become blurred.

The 
Establishment 
Clause, Religion 
and the First 
Amendment

Leonard 
W. Levy

Leonard Levy's classic work examines the 
circumstances that led to the writing of the 
establishment clause of the First Amendment: 
'Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion. . . .' He argues that, contrary 
to popular belief, the framers of the Constitution 
intended to prohibit government aid to religion even on 
an impartial basis. He thus refutes the view of 
'nonpreferentialists,' who interpret the clause as 
allowing such aid provided that the assistance is not 
restricted to a preferred church. For this new edition, 
Levy has added to his original arguments and 
incorporated much new material, including an analysis 
of Jefferson's ideas on the relationship between church 
and state and a discussion of the establishment clause 
cases brought before the Supreme Court since the 
book was originally published in 1986.

God vs The 
Gavel: Religion 
and the Rule of 
Law

Marci 
Hamilto
n

God vs. the Gavel challenges the pervasive 
assumption that all religious conduct deserves 
constitutional protection. While religious conduct 
provides many benefits to society, it is not always 
benign. The thesis of the book is that anyone who 
harms another person should be governed by the laws 
that govern everyone else - and truth be told, religion is 
capable of great harm.

The Search for 
Christian America

Mark 
Noll., 
Nathan 
O. 
Hatch 
and 
George 
M. 
Marsde
n

The Search for Christian America" explores key 
questions raised by the movement asserting the 
Christian heritage of the U.S. and calling for its 
recovery. Through careful historical and contemporary 
analysis, the authors address such issues as: how 
much Christian action is required to make a whole 
society Christian; Puritan New England as case study; 
Christian principles vs. baptised ideology in the 
Revolutionary period; the stumbling block of incorrect 
views of America's history for effective Christian 
involvement in critical public issues; the relationship of 
Christian convictions to political or social agendas; 
learning to think historically as a guard against 
shortsighted or simplistic approaches.

The Myth of 
Christian 
America: What 
You Need to 
Know About the 
Separation of 
Church and State

Mark 
Weldon 
Whitten

Written in an accessible, popular style, Whitten 
provides sound scholarship in defense of the 
exposition of constitutional church-state separation.

Liberty and 
Conscience

Martha 
Nussba
um

The respect for religious difference has formed the 
bedrock of our nation and made equality possible. Yet 
today we are told that “moral values”—code for a 
government shaped by religious concerns—must be 
the keystone of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.

A Wall of 
Separation? 
Debating the 
Public Role of 
Religion

Mary C. 
Segers 
& Ted 
G. Jelen

Should the wall of separation between church and 
state be permeable or inviolable? This question has 
been hotly contested since the nation's founding and 
contentious debates persist today. With a collection of 
the most significant documents and an introduction by 
Clarke E. Cochran that provides the historical context 
of the debate, prominent scholars Mary Segers and 
Ted Jelen debate the impact of organized religion on 
the democratic process, examine its influence on 
political discourse, and discuss its significance for the 
creation of public policy. The authors illuminate the 
constitutional implications of using religion to cultivate 
public morality and discuss the complexities of creating 
a civic-minded citizenry in a pluralistic society.

Religious 
Freedom and the 
Supreme Court

Melissa 
Rogers, 
and 
Steven 
K. 
Green

A completely recast, updated, version of Robert T. 
Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward Benevolent 
Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme Court, 
listed belowA completely recast, updated, version of 
Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward 
Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme 
Court, listed belowA completely recast, updated, 
version of Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, 
Toward Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the 
Supreme Court, listed below

That's Not What 
They Meant! 
Reclaiming 
America's 
Founding Fathers 
from the Right 
Wing

Michael 
Austin

 In That's Not What They Meant! Professor Michael 
Austin examines dozens of books, articles, speeches, 
and radio broadcasts by such figures as Glenn Beck, 
Mark Levin, Sean Hannity, Larry Schweikart, and 
David Barton to expose the deep historical flaws in 
their use of America's founding history. In contrast to 
their misleading method of citing proof texts to serve a 
narrow agenda, Austin allows the Founding Fathers to 
speak for themselves, situating all quotations in the 
proper historical context. What emerges is a true 
historical picture of men who often disagreed with one 
another on such crucial issues as federal power, 
judicial review, and the separation of church and state. 
As Austin shows, the real legacy of the Founding 
Fathers to us is a political process: a system of 
disagreement, debate, and compromise that has kept 
democracy vibrant in America for more than two 
hundred years. Austin's carefully researched and 
rigorously argued book is essential reading for anyone 
seeking the accurate historical background to many of 
the hot-button political debates of today.

The Religious 
Roots of the First 
Amendment: 
Dissenting 
Protestants and 
the Separation of 
Church and State

Nichola
s P. 
Miller

Traditional understandings of the genesis of the 
separation of church and state rest on assumptions 
about "Enlightenment" and the republican ethos of 
citizenship. In The Religious Roots of the First 
Amendment, Nicholas P. Miller does not seek to 
dislodge that interpretation but to augment and enrich 
it by recovering its cultural and discursive religious 
contexts--specifically the discourse of Protestant 
dissent. He argues that commitments by certain 
dissenting Protestants to the right of private judgment 
in matters of Biblical interpretation, an outgrowth of the 
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, helped 
promote religious disestablishment in the early modern 
West. Miller shows that the separation of church and 
state can be read, most persuasively, as the triumph of 
a particular strand of Protestant nonconformity-that 
which stretched back to the Puritan separatist and the 
Restoration sects, rather than to those, like 
Presbyterians, who sought to replace the "wrong" 
church establishment with their own, "right" one. 

The Creator in 
the Courtroom: 
"Scopes II": The 
1981 Arkansas 
Creation-
Evolution Trial

Norman 
Geisler

Written by a creationist, this book is an account of the 
Scopes trial from that perspective, and argues that the 
judge in the case was prejudiced agains creationism 
from the very beginning. 

Storm Center: 
The Supreme 
Court in 
American Politics

O’Brien, 
David M

A terrific introduction to the history and particularly the 
workings of the Supreme Court, although it has very 
little specifically about church and state

God on Trial: 
Dispatches from 
America's 
Religious 
Battlefields

Peter 
Irons

Over the past two decades, federal courts have 
become contentious battlefields in America's growing 
religious wars. Since 1989, five momentous court 
cases have divided communities and the nation. Peter 
Irons, a noted constitutional scholar, lawyer, and author 
of the bestselling May It Please the Court, delivers a 
compelling narrative accompanied by first-person 
accounts from both sides of the fight in these historic 
cases. 

Living the 
Secular Life

Phil 
Zucker
man

Drawing on innovative sociological research, Living the 
Secular Life illuminates this demographic shift with the 
moral convictions that govern secular individuals, 
offering crucial information for the religious and 
nonreligious alike. Living the Secular Life reveals that, 
despite opinions to the contrary, nonreligious 
Americans possess a unique moral code that allows 
them to effectively navigate the complexities of modern 
life. Spiritual self-reliance, clear-eyed pragmatism, and 
an abiding faith in the Golden Rule to adjudicate moral 
decisions: these common principles are shared across 
secular society. Living the Secular Life demonstrates 
these principles in action and points to their usage 
throughout daily life.

Thy Kingdom 
Come: How the 
Religious Right 
Distorts Faith and 
Threatens 
America

Randall 
Balmer

For much of American history, evangelicalism was 
aligned with progressive political causes-the abolition 
of slavery, universal suffrage, and public education. 
But contemporary conservative activists have 
defaulted on this majestic legacy, embracing instead 
an agenda virtually indistinguishable from the 
Republican Party platform. How has evangelical 
Christianity become so entrenched in partisan politics? 
Randall Balmer, an evangelical Christian and a 
historian of American religion, deftly combines 
ethnographic research, theological reflections, and 
historical context to examine the nature of the 
Religious Right today-and offers a rallying cry for 
liberal Christians to reclaim the noble traditions of their 
faith.

First Freedom: 
The Fight for 
Religious Liberty

Randall 
Balmer, 
Lee 
Grogerg 
& Mark 
Mabry

In the sweltering summer of 1789, James Madison 
penned sixteen words in spare prose that became the 
First Amendment to the United States Constitution. 
Herein the founding fathers of a young government 
pledged separation of church and state, thus 
guaranteeing religious freedom for its citizens and 
establishing a free marketplace for religion in the 
United States. Utterly unprecedented in Western 
history, this construction of a government without the 
interlocking authority of religion set a new course for 
faith and politics and has produced a vibrant religious 
culture unmatched anywhere in the world. First 
Freedom details the progression of religious liberty 
from pilgrims and Puritans to the creation of the Bill of 
Rights and how it shaped a new nation. 

Close Encounters 
with the Religious 
Right: Journeys 
into the Twilight 
Zone of Religion 
and Politics

Rob 
Boston

What does Pat Robertson's Christian Coalition really 
want? What secret agenda lies behind radio counselor 
James Dobson's Focus on the Family? Who are the 
Promise Keepers and what are their ultimate goals? 
Why do so many leaders of the religious right engage 
in gay bashing? What would these groups do to our 
public school system, or to our government, if they 
were in power? Close Encounters with the Religious 
Right takes you behind the scenes to answer these 
questions and gives the reader a rare glimpse of a 
world the average American may not even realize 
exists.

James Madison 
on Religious 
Liberty

Robert 
Alley

This long-overdue volume is the only one of its kind 
containing all of Madison's religious writings, as well as 
new contributions by leading scholars. Madison's 
writings assume even more importance to thoughtful 
Americans as the Supreme Court continues to decide 
issues of school prayer, and as the Moral Majority tries 
to desecularize American public and private life. 
Imagine an America without the Bill of Rights, without 
the Constitution. This image of our nation, existing 
without these two foundations of freedom, justice, and 
inquiry, assaults the imagination, for these two 
documents are the fuel that runs the republic. What is 
even more remarkable is that their primary author was 
one man - James Madison.

The Most 
Dangerous Man 
in America? 

Robert 
Boston

Televangelist Pat Robertson has built one of the most 
powerful religious-political movements in American 
history. His Christian Coalition - with its '700 Club' 
broadcasting fundamentalism tinged with right-wing 
politics to an audience of millions, its American Center 
for Law and Justice legal action group attempting to 
impose far-right Christian ideas via the courts, and the 
growing number of graduates from its Regents 
University - wields a mighty sword within the 
Republican party in at least 25 states while GOP 
national leaders and presidential hopefuls court its 
favour. Despite his power, many Americans are not 
aware of Robertson's extreme political views or his 
goals for the United States. This book examines the 
role Robertson plays in contemporary politics and his 
efforts to influence American society through his 
various political organisations, businesses, and 
broadcast empire.

Why the 
Religious Right is 
Wrong about 
Separation of 
Church and State

Robert 
Boston

Award-winning journalist Robert Boston lambastes the 
zealots of the Religious Right for spreading 
misinformation about the constitutional principle of the 
separation of church and state. Boston reveals how a 
band of ultraconservative religious groups with a 
political agenda - led primarily by televangelist Pat 
Robertson - is conducting a systematic war aginst the 
separation of church and state. The tactics of these 
groups are designed to exploit unfounded fears and 
turn the American people against the separationist 
principle. To expose the Religious Right's blatant 
distortions of U.S. history and correct its skewed 
analysis of legal rulings, Boston objectively reviews the 
evolution of church/state relations in the United States 
and looks at how the separation principle has been 
applied by the courts. He also examines efforts by 
sectarian groups to win government support for their 
schools, the school prayer issue, the history of the free 
exercise of religion, and the controversial role of 
religion in the public square.

Queering 
Christianity: 
Finding a Place 
at the Table for 
LGBTQI 
Christians

Robert 
E. 
Shore-
Goss et. 
Al.

Through essays by noted lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer or questioning, and intersex 
(LGBTQI) religion scholars, this important compilation 
summarizes the history and current status of LGBTQI 
theology, exploring its relationship to the policies, 
practices, and theology of traditional Christianity. 
Contributors contrast the "radically inclusive" thinking 
of LGBTQI theology with the "exclusivity" practiced by 
many Christian churches, explaining the reasoning of 
each and clarifying contentious issues. At the same 
time, the book highlights ways in which "queer" 
theology and practice benefit Christian congregations. 
Writing from the perspective of grassroots Christian 
LGBTQI movements, many of the contributors draw 
upon their own experiences. Equally important, the 
work creates the basis for dialogue between traditional 
churches and followers of LGBTQI theology, offering 
practical suggestions for Christian congregations that 
wish to put aside exclusionary policies and practices.

Toward 
Benevolent 
Neutrality: 
Church, State, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Robert 
Miller. 
and 
Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

Presents the text of virtually every significant Supreme 
Court decision concerning religious freedom and 
separation of church and state. Also included are 
essays interpreting the historical background and legal 
issues involved in each case, beginning with the 
principal events leading to the adoption of the First 
Amendment.

Without a Prayer: 
Religious 
Expression in 
Public Schools

Robert 
S. Alley

This is the first thorough examination of school prayer 
to bring together the experiences of parents and 
children involved in contesting public school 
sanctioned prayer and Bible reading. Alley explores the 
way in which terms like "nonpreferentialism," 
"toleration" and "accommodation" are being used to 
hide violations of the First Amendment. Personal 
interviews were conducted with those involved in 
seven prominent cases. Each story challenges 
communities that impose the mores and cultural 
patterns of religion on their public schools. The result, 
in most instances, has been angry protests as well as 
threats against parents and children, and/or property 
damage.

Red State 
Religion: Faith 
and Politics in 
America's 
Heartland

Robert 
Wuthno
w

In Red State Religion, Robert Wuthnow tells the story 
of religiously motivated political activism in Kansas 
from territorial days to the present. He examines how 
faith mixed with politics as both ordinary Kansans and 
leaders such as John Brown, Carrie Nation, William 
Allen White, and Dwight Eisenhower struggled over the 
pivotal issues of their times, from slavery and 
Prohibition to populism and anti-communism. Beyond 
providing surprising new explanations of why Kansas 
became a conservative stronghold, the book sheds 
new light on the role of religion in red states across the 
Midwest and the United States. Contrary to recent 
influential accounts, Wuthnow argues that Kansas 
conservatism is largely pragmatic, not ideological, and 
that religion in the state has less to do with politics and 
contentious moral activism than with relationships 
between neighbors, friends, and fellow churchgoers. 

The Necessity of 
Secularism

Ronald 
A. 
Lindsey

For the first time in human history, a significant 
percentage of the world’s population no longer 
believes in God. This is especially true in developed 
nations, where in some societies nonbelievers now 
outnumber believers. Unless religion collapses 
completely, or undergoes a remarkable resurgence, 
countries across the globe must learn to carefully and 
effectively manage this societal mix of religious and 
irreligious. For in a world already deeply riven by 
sectarian conflict, this unprecedented demographic 
shift presents yet another challenge to humanity. 
Writing in an engaging, accessible style, philosopher 
and lawyer Ronald A. Lindsay develops a tightly 
crafted argument for secularism—specifically, that in a 
religiously pluralistic society, a robust, thoroughgoing 
secularism is the only reliable means of preserving 
meaningful democracy and rights of conscience.

To Defend the 
Constitution: 
Religion, 
Conscientious 
Objection, 
Naturalization, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

The story of people who were denied citizenship 
because they were conscientious objectors to war and 
how they fought their battles in the Supreme Court.

That Godless 
Court? Supreme 
Court Decisions 
on Church-State 
Relationships

Ronald 
Flowers

The "religious clause" of the First Amendment, 
seemingly simple and clear, has been and continues to 
be controversial in its application. In this book, Flowers 
explains the Court's thinking, clarifying for readers the 
decisions that have been built on or that have altered 
previous positions.

The Majesty of 
the Law: 
Reflections of a 
Supreme Court 
Justice

Sandra 
Day 
O'Conn
or

Not about church and state, but a readable introduction 
to the Supreme Court, its procedures and some of the 
issues it faces. 

God's Profits: 
Faith, Fraud and 
the Republican 
Crusade for 
Values Voters

Sarah 
Posner

Keenly observed and meticulously reported, "God's 
Profits" examines the unholy alliance between a new 
breed of corrupt televangelists and the Republican 
Party, which is eagerly courting "values voters" in the 
nation's largest megachurches. Author Sarah Posner 
exposes the activities of Kenneth Copeland, John 
Hagee, Rod Parsley, T.D. Jakes, and other politically 
connected, skillfully marketed, and increasingly 
influential religious leaders. Preaching the "prosperity 
gospel"???the notion that faith and tithing alone can 
ensure financial security???both in their churches and 
over the airwaves, these charismatic leaders scam the 
gullible even as they enjoy unprecedented access to 
top Bush Administration officials. 

Sexual 
Orientation and 
Human Rights in 
American 
Religious 
Discourse

Saul M. 
Olyan & 
Martha 
C. 
Nussba
um

Sexual orientation is a topic of intense debate within 
America's religious traditions. These discussions have 
had a significant impact on the formation of public 
policy, as speakers who locate themselves squarely 
within religious traditions have articulated positions on 
both sides in recent arguments concerning gays in the 
military, civil rights protections for gays and lesbians, 
gay marriage, parenting and foster parenting, and 
benefits for partners of gay and lesbian employees of 
major corporations and institutions. This volume, which 
stems from a 1995 conference at Brown University, 
aims to promote both academic and public 
understanding of the different positions that exist on 
sexual orientation and its public policy dimensions 
within four major American religious traditions. Writers 
from within the Jewish community, the Roman Catholic 
church, Mainline Protestant churches, and African-
American churches explore the history and tradition of 
their communities on same-sex orientation, discuss the 
moral stance they advocate, and consider the legal 
and public policy implications of that stance. For each 
of these traditions, two opposing views are 
represented, and a respondent frames the issue in a 
larger context. The book concludes with essays by 
Michael McConnell and Andrew Koppelman exploring 
how our society might find a modus vivendi in a state 
position of neutrality on the moral status of 
homosexuality.

Attack of the 
Theocrats! How 
the Religious 
Right Harms Us 
All- And What We 
Can Do About It

Sean 
Fairclot
h

At no time in American history has the United States 
had such a high percentage of theocratic members of 
Congress--those who expressly endorse religious bias 
in law. Just as ominously, at no other time have 
religious fundamentalists effectively had veto power 
over one of the country's two major political parties. As 
Sean Faircloth argues, this has led to the crumbling of 
the country's most cherished founding principle--the 
wall separating church and state--and presages even 
more crumbling.

Ellery's Protest: 
How One Young 
Man Defied 
Tradition and 
Sparked the 
Battle Over 
School Prayer

Stephen 
D. 
Solomo
n

Tells the fascinating personal and legal drama of the 
Schempp case: the family’s struggle against the ugly 
reactions of neighbors, and the impassioned courtroom 
clashes as brilliant lawyers on both sides argued about 
the meaning of religious freedom. But Schempp was 
not the only case challenging religious exercises in the 
schools at the time, and Ellery’s Protest describes the 
race to the Supreme Court among the attorneys for 
four such cases. Solomon also explores the political, 
cultural, and religious roots of the controversy. 

The Bible, The 
School and the 
Constitution: The 
Clash that 
Shaped Modern 
Church-State 
Doctrine

Steven 
K. 
Green

Draws attention to an often overlooked nineteenth 
century that remains relevant to today's church-state 
debate
Offers historical as well as legal perspectives on a 
crucial episode in American history
Extensively documented from primary sources

Freethinkers: A 
History of 
American 
Secularism

Susan 
Jacoby

At a time when the separation of church and state is 
under attack as never before, Freethinkers offers a 
powerful defense of the secularist heritage that gave 
Americans the first government in the world founded 
not on the authority of religion but on the bedrock of 
human reason. In impassioned, elegant prose, 
celebrated author Susan Jacoby traces more than two 
hundred years of secularist activism, beginning with 
the fierce debate over the omission of God from the 
Constitution. Moving from nineteenth-century 
abolitionism and suffragism through the twentieth 
century's civil liberties, civil rights, and feminist 
movements, Freethinkersilluminates the neglected 
achievements of secularists who, allied with tolerant 
believers, have led the battle for reform in the past and 
today.

The Age of 
American 
Unreason

Susan 
Jacoby

A cultural history of the last forty years, The Age of 
American Unreason focuses on the convergence of 
social forces-usually treated as separate entities-that 
has created a perfect storm of anti-rationalism. These 
include the upsurge of religious fundamentalism, with 
more political power today than ever before; the failure 
of public education to create an informed citizenry; and 
the triumph of video over print culture. Sparing neither 
the right nor the left, Jacoby asserts that Americans 
today have embraced a universe of “junk thought” that 
makes almost no effort to separate fact from opinion.

The First 
Freedoms: 
Church and State 
in America to the 
Passage of the 
First Amendment

Thomas 
Curry

Is government forbidden to assist all religions equally, 
as the Supreme Court has held? Or does the First 
Amendment merely ban exclusive aid to one religion, 
as critics of the Court assert? The First Freedoms 
studies the church-state context of colonial and 
revolutionary America to present a bold new reading of 
the historical meaning of the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment. Synthesizing and interpreting a 
wealth of evidence from the founding of Virginia to the 
passage of the Bill of Rights, including everything 
published in America before 1791, Thomas Curry 
traces America's developing ideas on religious liberty 
and offers the most extensive investigation ever of the 
historical origins and background of the First 
Amendment's religion clauses.

The Age of 
Reason

Thomas 
Paine

Of all the tyrannies that affect mankind, tyranny in 
religion is the worst," declared Thomas Paine, adding, 
"every other species of tyranny is limited to the world 
we live in; but this attempts to stride beyond the grave, 
and seeks to pursue us into eternity." Paine's years of 
study and reflection on the role of religion in society 
culminated with his final work, The Age of Reason. 
This coolly reasoned polemic influenced religious 
thinking throughout the world at the dawn of the 
nineteenth century, and its resonance remains 
undiminished by time.
The selfsame humanist and egalitarian views that 
made Paine a popular figure of the American 
Revolution brought him into frequent conflict with 
political authorities. Parts of The Age of Reason were 
written in a French jail, where Paine was confined for 
his opposition to the execution of Louis XVI. An atack 
on revealed religion from the deist point of view — 
embodied by Paine's credo, "I believe in one God, and 
no more" — this work undertakes a hitherto unheard-of 
approach to Bible study. Its critical and objective 
examination of Old and New Testatments cites 
nemerous contradictions as evidence against literal 
interpretations of the text. Well articulated and 
eminently readable, The Age of Reason is a classic of 
free thought.

Founding Faith: 
Providence, 
Politics, and the 
Birth of Religious 
Freedom in 
America

Waldma
n, 
Steven

Waldman lays out the debate between the 
accommodationists and separationists and then details 
the activities and beliefs of the Founding Fathers to 
see who of the contemporary disputants is right. He 
comes down in favor of the separationists, but he is fair 
to each side and helps the student understand the 
nature of the debate and where it comes from. 

The First Liberty, 
Religion and the 
American 
Republic

William 
Lee 
Miller

Though many claim the United States to be a 
"Christian Nation," Miller provides a fascinatingly vivid 
account of the philosophical skirmishes and political 
machinations that led to the "wall of separation" 
between church and state. That famous phrase is 
Jefferson's, though it does not appear in the 
Declaration of Independence nor in the Constitution. 
But Miller follows this seminal idea from three great 
standard-bearers of religious liberty: Jefferson, 
Madison, and Roger Williams. Jefferson, who wrote 
the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, the 
precursor of the First Amendment of the Constitution; 
James Madison, who was politically responsible for 
Virginia's acceptance of religious liberty and who, a 
few years later, helped draft the Bill of Rights; and the 
even earlier figure, the radical dissenter Roger 
Williams, who propounded the idea of religious 
freedom not as a rational secularist but out of a deeply 
held spiritual faith. 

Church and State 
in American 
History, 3rd 
Edition

Wilson, 
John F. 
and 
Donald 
L. 
Drakem
an

Presents chronologically-organized chapters that 
include selections from documents like colonial 
charters, opinions of the Supreme Court and salient 
legislation, along with contemporary commentary, and 
incisive interpretations of the issues by modern 
scholars. Figures as divergent as John Winthrop, John 
F. Kennedy, and Sandra Day O’Connor speak from 
these pages as directly as Paul Blanshard, Leon 
Higginbotham, John Courtney Murray, and Robert 
Bellah. Church and State in American History 
addresses the difficult relationships among the political 
and religious structures of our society and the 
emergence of an American solution to the church-state 
problem.



Title Author Description
Visions of 
Reality- What 
Fundamentalist 
Schools Teach

Albert J. 
Menend
ez

Although a majority of Americans have repeatedly 
shown in referendum elections and opinion polls that 
they oppose tax support for nonpublic schools, 
fundamentalist leaders and their political lobbies are 
putting increasing pressure on Congress and state 
legislatures to compel taxpayers to support sectarian 
private schools through "vouchers" or "tuition tax 
credits," under the deceptive banner of "school 
choice." Albert J. Menendez has carefully examined 
the most widely used history, English, and science 
textbooks in fundamentalist private schools. He 
documents the fact that these schools promote 
prejudice against people of other faiths, distort history, 
derogate our literary heritage, cast science in a bad 
light, and otherwise indoctrinate children with "visions 
of reality" that are incompatible with public tax support.

Religion and the 
Public Schools

Anne 
Marie 
Lofaso

Religion in the Public Schools: A Road Map for 
Avoiding Lawsuits and Respecting Parents’ Legal 
Rights is designed to help. This handy 129-page book, 
written by Associate Professor of Law Anne Marie 
Lofaso of West Virginia University, examines what the 
courts have said about many religion-in-school 
controversies and provides clear, concise answers to 
common questions. Fully referenced and 
footnoted, Religion in the Public Schools is the perfect 
guide for anyone seeking to better navigate the 
intersection between religion and public education.

Why We Still 
Need Public 
Schools

Art Must 
Jr.

Two cornerstones of American democracy - separation 
of church and state, and public schools - are under 
increasing attack. As this collection of essays, written 
by some of America's leading educators, political 
figures, and advocates of religious liberty shows, 
universal public education and the separation of 
church and state are related. The eminent contributors 
to this book argue that we need to defend both 
institutions against increasing onslaughts by the 
Religious Right and other self-proclaimed arbiters of 
societal behavior, who seek to dictate public policy and 
who are labeling the public schools themselves as 
"immoral" institutions. At issue here is not whether 
public schools need to be improved. It is assumed that 
improvement is necessary.

Piety & Politics: 
The Right Wing 
Assault on 
Religious 
Freedom

Barry 
Lynn

In the wake of the 2004 presidential election, the 
Religious Right insisted that George Bush had been 
handed a mandate for an ideology-based social 
agenda, including the passage of a “marriage 
amendment” to ban same-sex unions, diversion of tax 
money to religious groups through “faith-based 
initiatives,” the teaching of creationism in public 
schools, and restrictions on abortion. Led by an 
aggressive band of television preachers and extremist 
radio personalities, the Religious Right set its sights on 
demolishing the wall of separation between church and 
state. The Reverend Barry Lynn is a devout Christian, 
but he argues that politicians need to stop looking to 
the Bible to justify their actions and should consult 
another source instead: the U.S. Constitution. 

First Freedom 
First: A Citizen's 
Guide to 
Protecting 
Religious Liberty 
and Separation of 
Church and State

Barry 
Lynn & 
C. 
Welton 
Gaddy

The United States is the most religiously diverse nation 
in the world, due in large part to the clauses of the First 
Amendment that guarantee freedom for and from 
religion. But as we debate displaying Christmas trees 
at city hall and the Ten Commandments in the 
courthouse, we must ask: in what other ways is our 
religious liberty being compromised. In First Freedom 
First, with clear language and recognizable examples, 
two of the most trusted voices on church-state 
separation address head-on the many areas where 
religion and politics overlap, with consequences for all 
Americans.

The Right to 
Religious Liberty: 
The Basic ACLU 
Guide to 
Religious Rights

Barry 
Lynn, 
Marc D. 
Stern, 
and 
Oliver 
S. 
Thomas

This revised and updated edition of The Right to 
Religious Liberty sets forth an individual’s religious 
rights under present law, offering suggestions as to 
how they can be preserved and protected. (A bit 
dated-1995- but otherwise a good resource)

  Journal of 
Church and State

Baylor 
Universi
ty

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Pray the Gay 
Away: The 
Extraordinary 
Lives of Bible 
Belt Gays

Bernade
tte 
Barton

While some areas of the Unites States have made 
tremendous progress in securing rights for gay people, 
Bible Belt states lag behind. In Pray the Gay Away, 
Bernadette Barton argues that conventions of small 
town life, rules which govern Southern manners, and 
the power wielded by Christian institutions serve as a 
foundation for both passive and active homophobia in 
the Bible Belt. She explores how conservative 
Christian ideology reproduces homophobic attitudes 
and shares how Bible Belt gays negotiate these 
attitudes in their daily lives. Drawing on the remarkable 
stories of Bible Belt gays, Barton brings to the fore 
their thoughts, experiences and hard-won insights to 
explore the front lines of our national culture war over 
marriage, family, hate crimes, and equal rights. 

To Serve God 
and Wal-Mart: 
The Making of 
Christian Free 
Enterprise

Bethany 
Ellen 
Moreton

In the decades after World War II, evangelical 
Christianity nourished America’s devotion to free 
markets, free trade, and free enterprise. The history of 
Wal-Mart uncovers a complex network that united Sun 
Belt entrepreneurs, evangelical employees, Christian 
business students, overseas missionaries, and free-
market activists. Through the stories of people linked 
by the world’s largest corporation, Bethany Moreton 
shows how a Christian service ethos powered 
capitalism at home and abroad.

Moral Minority: 
Our Skeptical 
Founding Fathers

Brooke 
Allen

In her lively refutation of modern claims about 
America's religious origins, Brooke Allen looks back at 
the late eighteenth century and shows decisively that 
the United States was founded not on Christian 
principles at all but on Enlightenment ideas. Moral 
Minority presents a powerful case that the unique legal 
framework the Founding Fathers created was 
designed according to the humanist ideals of 
Enlightenment thinkers: God entered the picture only 
as a very minor player, and Jesus Christ was 
conspicuous by his absence. The guiding spirit of the 
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. 
Constitution, Ms. Allen explains, was not Jesus Christ 
but John Locke. In direct and accessible prose, she 
provides fascinating chapters on the religious lives of 
the six men she considers the key Founding Fathers: 
Franklin, Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, and Hamilton. Far from being the 
conventional pious Christians we too often imagine, 
these men were skeptical intellectuals, in some cases 
not even Christians at all.

The Battle over 
School Prayer: 
How Engel v. 
Vitale Changed 
America

Bruce J. 
Dierenfi
eld

Bruce Dierenfield has written a concise and readable 
guide to the first and still most important case that 
addressed the constitutionality of prayer in public 
schools. The 22-word recitation in a Long Island school 
that was challenged in Engel v. Vitale was hardly 
denominational not even overtly Christian but a handful 
of parents saw it as a violation of the First 
Amendment's proscription again the establishment of 
religion. The case forced the Supreme Court to take a 
stand on Jefferson's "wall of separation" between 
church and state. When it did so, the Court declared 
that by endorsing the prayer recitation no matter how 
brief, non-denominational, or voluntary the Long Island 
school board had unconstitutionally approved the 
establishment of religion in school. Writing with 
impeccable fairness and sensitivity, Dierenfield sets his 
account of the Engel decision in the larger historical 
and political context, citing battles over a wide range of 
religious activities in public schools throughout 
American history. Through interviews with many of the 
participants, he also reveals the large price paid by the 
plaintiffs and their children, who were frequently 
harassed both during and after the trial. 

Religious 
Fundamentalisms 
and the Human 
Rights of Women

C. 
Howlan
d

Dialogue on the conflict between religious 
fundamentalism and women's rights is often stymied 
by an 'all or nothing' approach: fundamentalists claim 
of absolute religious freedom, while some feminists 
dismiss religion entirely as being so imbued with 
patriarchy as to be eternally opposed to women's 
rights. This ignores, though, the experiences of 
religious women who suffer under fundamentalism and 
fight to resist it, perceiving themselves to be at once 
religious and feminist. In Religious Fundamentalisms 
and the Human Rights of Women , Howland provides a 
forum for these different scholars, both religious and 
nonreligious, to meet and seek common ground in their 
fight against fundamentalism. Through an examination 
of international human rights, national law, grass roots 
activism, and theology, this volume explores the acute 
problems that contemporary fundamentalist 
movements pose for women's equality and liberty 
rights.

Liars for Jesus: 
The Religious 
Right's Alternate 
Version of 
American History

Chris 
Rodda

Liars for Jesus debunks many of the historical lies 
invented and used by the Christian nationalist history 
revisionists in their efforts to further their far right 
political agenda and destroy the wall of separation 
between church and state in America. Liars for Jesus 
is not a book about religion. It is a history book, 
presenting and fully documenting the true stories and 
historical facts that are distorted in the "Christian 
nation" pseudo-history promoted by the religious right.

Wrapped in the 
Flag

Claire 
Conner

Claire Conner’s award-winning memoir, Wrapped in 
the Flag (Beacon Press 2013, 2014) weaves her  
intimate personal stories with the history of the 1960s, 
70s, and 80s. She chronicles her parents’ obsession 
with radical right-wing politics embodied in the John 
Birch Society, the most powerful  anti-Communist, anti-
government, populist movement of the 20th century

Nonbeliever 
Nation: The Rise 
of Secular 
Americans

David 
Niose

Today, one in five Americans are nonbelievers―a 
rapidly growing group at a time when traditional 
Christian churches are dwindling in numbers. Still we 
see almost none of them openly serving in elected 
office, while many others continue to loudly proclaim 
the falsehood of America as a Christian nation. David 
Niose calls for nonreligious Americans from all 
backgrounds to step out of the shadows and signal 
their opposition to the long-dominant Religious Right. 
Exploring all the hot-button issues that divide the 
country―from gay marriage to education policy to 
contentious church-state battles―he shows how 
Secular Americans―a group comprised not just of 
atheists and agnostics, but lapsed Catholics, secular 
Jews, and millions of others who have walked away 
from organized religion―are mobilizing and forming 
groups all over the country (even atheist clubs in Bible-
belt high schools) to challenge the exaltation of religion 
in American politics and public life. 

Original Intent: 
Chief Justice 
Rehnquist and 
the Course of 
American 
Church/State 
Relations

Derek 
Davis

Contemporary debate in the area of church/state 
relations centers around the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment: "Congress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of religion [the 
Establishment Clause] or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof [the Free Exercise Clause]." Original Intent is a 
readable and objective summary of the views of Chief 
Justice Rehnquist and an enlightening treatise on the 
future of church/state relations in America.

Roger Williams: 
Prophet of Liberty

Edwin 
C. 
Gaustad

Roger Williams chronicles the life of one of the most 
remarkable forefathers in American history. A true 
revolutionary, this devout Puritan championed Native 
American rights; wrote treatises on equal rights, flag 
desecration, and the separation of church and state; 
established the first American settlement based on 
total religious toleration--and he lived more than a 
century before independence, when America was still a 
vast wilderness! Williams went on to adopt adult 
baptism and founded the first Baptist church in 
America. He became president of Rhode Island colony 
in 1654, served as captain in the defense of 
Providence during King Philip's War, and continued to 
write and preach passionately for religious tolerance 
and Native American rights until his death in 1683.

Proclaim Liberty 
Throughout the 
Land: A History of 
Church and State 
in America

Edwin 
Gaustad

In this volume, one of the most distinguished scholars 
of American religious history traces the complicated 
relationship of church and state from the early colonial 
period, through the unique American experiment in 
religious liberty after the Revolution, to the ongoing 
debate over religious issues in our schools and 
communities. Edwin Gaustad relates entertaining and 
edifying accounts of headline-grabbing court trials 
involving polygamy, witchcraft, and church taxation. He 
quotes moving passages from the speeches and 
writings of American Presidents and Supreme Court 
justices to prove that, to paraphrase Michelangelo, 
"religious liberty is made up of a series of trifles, but 
religious liberty is no trifle."

Faith of the 
Founders: 
Religion and the 
New Nation, 
1776-1826

Edwin 
S. 
Gaustad

Edwin Gaustad provides a careful consideration of the 
developing relationship between religion and the state 
after the American Revolution. With concise focus on 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, 
George Washington, and John Adams, Gaustad 
identifies seven varying―sometimes 
contrary―perspectives on religion that guided the 
nation's founders. Faith of the Founders shows how 
these figures possessed an intuitive understanding of 
religion that helped nourish a young country. This brief 
but insightful book offers a look into the founding 
fathers' genius―and points to a way forward through 
the ideological boundaries that threaten to upend the 
daily doings of American government today.

With God on 
Their Side: How 
Christian 
Fundamentalists 
Trampled 
Science, Policy 
and Democracy 
in George W. 
Bush's White 
House

Esther 
Kaplan

When asked which single issue most affected their 
vote in the last presidential election, more than one in 
five Americans said “moral values”—and 78 percent of 
these voters chose to reelect President George W. 
Bush. As Esther Kaplan shows in her richly detailed 
investigation, it’s no wonder the Christian right voted 
for Bush in droves—their loyal support in 2000 
produced fantastic results. While organizations that 
offer abortion counseling and services or help to 
prevent HIV see their funds cut, church groups receive 
millions in federal dollars to promote sexual abstinence 
and marriage (provided, of course, it is heterosexual). 
Bush has appointed a Christian right dream team to 
the federal courts, dedicated to tearing down what one 
such judge calls “the so-called separation of church 
and state. Religious zeal even shapes Bush’s foreign 
policy, as Christian belief in the end times spurs the 
administration’s support for hard-line policies in Israel.

Evolution vs. 
Creationism

Eugenie 
C. Scott

More than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the 
debate over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.

The Separation 
of Church and 
State: Writings on 
a Fundamental 
Freedom by 
America's 
Founders

Forrest 
Church

A primer of essential writings about one of the 
cornerstones of our democracy by the original authors 
of the Constitution, edited by preeminant liberal 
theologian Forrest Church. Americans will never stop 
debating the question of church-state separation, and 
such debates invariably lead back to the nation’s 
beginnings and the founders’ intent. The Separation of 
Church and State presents a basic collection of the 
founders’ teachings on this topic. This concise primer 
gets past the rhetoric that surrounds the current 
debate, placing the founders’ vivid writings on religious 
liberty in historical perspective. Edited and with running 
commentary by Forrest Church, this important 
collection informs anyone curious about the original 
blueprint for our country and its government.

Separation of 
Church and 
State: Founding 
Principle of 
Religious Liberty

Frank 
Lambert

Frank Lambert tackles the central claims of the 
Religious Right "historians" who insist that America 
was conceived as a "Christian State," that modern-day 
"liberals" and "secularists" have distorted and/or 
ignored the place of religion in American history, and 
that the phrase "the separation of church and state" 
does not appear in any of the founding documents and 
is, therefore, a myth created by the Left. He discusses 
what separates "bad" history from "good" history, and 
concludes that the self-styled "historians" of the 
Religious Right create a "useful past" that enlists the 
nation's founders on behalf of present-day 
conservative religious and political causes. The result 
of a politicized religious history exposes the Religious 
Right "history" as fabrications and half-truths. In fact, 
one of the foundational principles of the Constitution is 
that of separation as the key to safeguarding freedom: 
separation of powers, separation of federal and state 
governments, and separation of church and state.

Religious 
Expression and 
the American 
Constitution

Frankly
n 
Haiman

In the current environment and fervor for “homeland 
security,” personal freedoms in exchange for security 
are coming under more scrutiny. Among these 
guaranteed freedoms are the protection of religious 
expression given by the U.S. Constitution and the 
constitutional prohibitions against behaviors that 
violate the separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.

Eternal Hostility: 
The Struggle 
Between 
Theocracy and 
Democracy

Frederic
k 
Clarkso
n

What is behind the violence against abortion clinics, 
attacks on gays and lesbians and the growing power of 
the religious right? Frederick Clarkson makes it clear 
that beyond the bombers and assassins who 
sometimes make news, is a growing, if not well 
understood, movement that encompasses Pat 
Robertson's Christian Coalition, the Unification Church 
of Sun Myung Moon and the Promise Keepers--the 
lead agency of the so-called Christian men's 
movement. Clarkson exposes the wild card of the 
"theology of vigilantism" which urges the enforcement 
of "God's law" and argues for fundamentalist revolution 
against constitutional democracy. 

Setting the 
Record Straight: 
Response to 
Misconceptions 
About Public 
Education in the 
US

Gerald 
Bracey

Gerald Bracey knows there are three kinds of lies in 
education policy: lies, damned lies, and the statistics 
that reactionary reformers tout as evidence in favor of 
dismantling our public schools. In this second and 
substantially updated edition of the hard-hitting Setting 
the Record Straight, Bracey goes toe-to-toe with the 
opponents of quality public education. You'll learn how 
to discredit them in your own discussions by using the 
very logic and statistical analyses they purport to have 
on their side. In this series of smart, forceful analyses, 
Bracey homes in on specific topics like vouchers, 
school funding, and comparisons to international test 
scores, themes around which agitators have created a 
host of mythological American school failures from the 
flimsiest of evidence. Each essay begins with a 
question you might commonly hear in conversation 
about these alleged shortcomings, to which Bracey 
provides a brief, sound- byte-ready rebuttal. Then he 
follows it up with a full-length explanation, replete with 
statistical data and talking points that fully support his 
assertions-and silence those who would undermine 
education with disinformation.

Not in Our 
Classrooms

Glenn 
Branch 
& 
Eugenie 
C. Scott

Where did the concept of intelligent design originate? 
How does it connect with, and conflict with, various 
religious beliefs? Should we teach the controversy 
itself in our science classrooms? In clear and lively 
essays, a team of experts answers these questions 
and many more, describing the history of the intelligent 
design movement and the lack of scientific support for 
its claims. Most importantly, the contributors—
authorities on the scientific, legal, educational, and 
theological problems of intelligent design-speak 
specifically to teachers and parents about the need to 
defend the integrity of science education by keeping 
intelligent design out of science curriculums. 

Lowering the 
Wall: Religion 
and the Supreme 
Court in the 
1980s

Gregg 
Ivers

Convinced that church-state law under the Supreme 
Court during the 1980s took "a giant-and unwelcome 
step--backward," Gregg Ivers's book explores the 
changing relationship between religion and the state. 
Those looking for a neutral account of this relationship 
should look elsewhere. This book, commissioned by 
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, is a liberal's 
response to use of the courts by "[r]eligious 
conservatives, encouraged by the election of Ronald 
Reagan," to create a "broad wave of conservative 
religious populism" in pursuit of school prayer, financial 
assistance for parochial institutions and equal access 
to public school facilities for student religious clubs.

The Oxford 
Companion to the 
Supreme Court of 
the United States

Hall, 
Kermit L

Not about church and state, but a great resource book 
on the Court.

The Journal of 
Law and Religion

Hamline 
Universi
ty Law 
School

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Religion on Trial: 
How Supreme 
Court Trends 
Threaten 
Freedom of 
Conscience in 
America

Hammo
nd, 
Philip 
E., 
David 
W. 
Machac
ek and 
Eric 
Michael 
Mazur

A powerful indictment of the current Supreme Court, 
arguing the regressive justices are not faithful to the 
Constitution and thereby endanger religious freedom.

The Godless 
Constitution: The 
Case Against 
Religious 
Correctness

Isaac 
Krammi
k & R. 
Lawrenc
e Moore

The Godless Constitution is an urgent and timely 
reexamination of the roots of church-state separation 
in American politics - and a ringing refutation of the 
misguided claims of the religious right. In this important 
polemic two distinguished scholars of American 
political ideas and religion refute this dangerous 
attempt to introduce what they term "religious 
correctness" into our politics, by reminding us that the 
absence of any mention of God in the Constitution was 
a conscious action on the framers' part, intended to 
prevent the bloody religious controversies that so 
marked European history. They also emphasize that 
church-state separation was seen as a guarantee of - 
not a hindrance to - religions liberty. Fully respecting 
the importance of religion in the public sphere, yet 
forthright in defining proper limits, The Godless 
Constitution offers a bracing return to the first 
principles of American democracy - and a guide to 
keeping them intact in the forthcoming presidential 
campaign.

Holy Hullabaloos: 
A Road Trip to 
the Battlegrounds 
of the Church-
State Wars

J. D. 
Wexler

After ten years spent riddling over the intricacies of 
church/state law from the ivory tower, law professor 
Jay Wexler decided it was high time to hit the road to 
learn what really happened in some of the most 
controversial Supreme Court cases involving this hot-
button issue. In Holy Hullabaloos, he takes us along for 
the ride, crossing the country to meet the people and 
visit the places responsible for landmark decisions in 
recent judicial history, from a high school football field 
where fans once recited prayers before kickoff to a 
Santeria church notorious for animal sacrifice, from a 
publicly funded Muslim school to a creationist 
museum. Wexler's no-holds-barred approach to 
investigating famous church/state brouhahas is as 
funny as it is informative.

Far Right 
Fantasy: A 
Sociology of 
American 
Religion and 
Politics

James 
Aho

Far-Right Fantasy is a straight-forward, jargon-free 
study of contemporary American right-wing extremism. 
The book addresses the strengths and weaknesses of 
the standard psycho-social-cultural explanations of far-
right activism. It shows how extremists are similar 
educationally and psychologically to their more 
conventional neighbors; that they get into the 
movement in the same way that others become peace 
activists or radical environmentalists, namely, through 
their ties with fellow workers and church-goers, family 
members, and classmates; and that their views are 
given a patina of certainty by being repeatedly 
corroborated within closed, non-contaminated 
communication systems. 

Religion and the 
State: Essays in 
Honor of Leo 
Pfeffer

James 
E. Wood 
Jr.

These essays examine major themes affecting religion 
and the state in a free society and the interaction of 
religion and world order. While concern is given to the 
historical and judicial context of the Establishment and 
Free Exercise Clauses of the First Amendment, special 
attention is given to contemporary church-state 
problems in American life. In addition, the volume 
analyzes alternatives to church-state relations outside 
the United States and freedom of religion in the 
international advance of human rights.

Supreme 
Conflict: The 
Inside Story of 
the Struggle for 
Control of the 
United States 
Supreme Court

Jan 
Crawfor
d 
Greenb
urg

Drawing on unprecedented access to the Supreme 
Court justices themselves and their inner circles, 
acclaimed ABC News legal correspondent Jan 
Crawford Greenburg offers an explosive newsbreaking 
account of one of the most momentous political 
watersheds in American history. From the series of 
Republican nominations that proved deeply frustrating 
to conservatives to the decades of bruising battles that 
led to the rise of Justices Roberts and Alito, this is the 
authoritative story of the conservative effort to shift the 
direction of the high court—a revelatory look at one of 
the central fronts of America's culture wars by one of 
the most widely respected experts on the subject.

The Nine: Inside 
the Secret World 
of the Supreme 
Court

Jeffrey 
Toobin

In The Nine, acclaimed journalist Jeffrey Toobin takes 
us into the chambers of the most important—and 
secret—legal body in our country, the Supreme Court, 
revealing the complex dynamic among the nine people 
who decide the law of the land. An institution at a 
moment of transition, the Court now stands at a crucial 
point, with major changes in store on such issues as 
abortion, civil rights, and church-state relations. Based 
on exclusive interviews with the justices and with a 
keen sense of the Court’s history and the trajectory of 
its future, Jeffrey Toobin creates in The Nine a riveting 
story of one of the most important forces in American 
life today. (2008)

Roger Williams 
and the Creation 
of the American 
Soul: Church, 
State and the 
Birth of Liberty

John M. 
Barry

For four hundred years, Americans have wrestled with 
and fought over two concepts that define the nature of 
the nation: the proper relation between church and 
state and between a free individual and the state. 
These debates began with the extraordinary thought 
and struggles of Roger Williams, who had an 
unparalleled understanding of the conflict between a 
government that justified itself by "reason of state"-i.e. 
national security-and its perceived "will of God" and the 
"ancient rights and liberties" of individuals. Acclaimed 
historian John M. Barry explores the development of 
these fundamental ideas through the story of the man 
who was the first to link religious freedom to individual 
liberty, and who created in America the first 
government and society on earth informed by those 
beliefs. 

Religious Liberty 
and the Secular 
State

John M. 
Swomle
y

This book exposes the Supreme Court's erosion of the 
Establishment Clause while emphasizing the Free 
Exercise Clause. Swomley also explores civil religion, 
secular humanism, and the current counter-revolution 
against separation of church and state led by some 
religious and political conservatives who would profit 
from government aid. He also lists the benefits 
churches would realize under a secular government.

Religion and the 
American 
Constitutional 
Experiment: 
Essential Rights 
and Liberties

John 
Witte, 
Jr.

The third edition of this classic book provides a 
comprehensive, multidisciplinary overview of the 
history, theory, law, and comparative analysis of 
American religious liberty from the earliest colonial 
period through the most recent Supreme Court cases. 
The authors present balanced, accessible discussions 
of controversial issues, such as funding religious 
schools and charities and displaying religious symbols 
on government property. 

The Last 
Freedom: 
Religion from the 
Public School to 
the Public Square

Joseph 
P.Vitterit
i

The presidency of George W. Bush has polarized the 
church-state debate as never before. The Far Right 
has been emboldened to use religion to govern, while 
the Far Left has redoubled its efforts to evict religion 
from public life entirely. In The Last Freedom, Joseph 
Viteritti argues that there is a basic tension between 
religion and democracy because religion often rejects 
compromise as a matter of principle while democracy 
requires compromise to thrive. Viteritti argues that 
Americans must guard against debasing politics with 
either antireligious bigotry or religious zealotry. 
Drawing on politics, history, and law, he defines a new 
approach to the church-state question that protects the 
religious and the secular alike. Challenging much 
conventional opinion, Viteritti argues that the courts 
have failed to adequately protect religious minorities, 
that the rights of the religious are under greater threat 
than those of the secular, and that democracy exacts 
greater compromises and sacrifices from the religious 
than it does from the secular.

The Good News 
Club: The 
Christian Right's 
Stealth Assault 
on America's 
Children

Katherin
e 
Stewart

In 2009, the Good News Club came to the public 
elementary school where journalist Katherine Stewart 
sent her children. The Club, which is sponsored by the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, bills itself as an after-
school program of “Bible study.” But Stewart soon 
discovered that the Club’s real mission is to convert 
children to fundamentalist Christianity and encourage 
them to proselytize to their “unchurched” peers, all the 
while promoting the natural but false impression 
among the children that its activities are endorsed by 
the school. Astonished to discover that the U.S. 
Supreme Court has deemed this—and other forms of 
religious activity in public schools—legal, Stewart set 
off on an investigative journey to dozens of cities and 
towns across the nation to document the impact. In this 
book she demonstrates that there is more religion in 
America’s public schools today than there has been for 
the past 100 years. The movement driving this agenda 
is stealthy. It is aggressive. It has our children in its 
sights. And its ultimate aim is to destroy the system of 
public education as we know it.

American 
Theocracy: The 
Peril and Politics 
of Radical 
Religion, Oil, and 
Borrowed Money 
in the 21st 
Century

Kevin 
Phillips

Phillips takes an uncompromising view of the current 
age of global overreach, fundamentalist religion, 
diminishing resources, and ballooning debt under the 
GOP majority. With an eye to the past and a searing 
vision of the future, Phillips confirms what too many 
Americans are still unwilling to admit about the depth 
of our misgovernment.

The 
Fundamentals of 
Extremism: The 
Christian Right in 
America

Kimberl
y Blaker

The politics, educational policies, and social values 
perpetuated by Christian fundamentalists are exposed 
in this critical perspective on the religious right's role in 
American society. Statistics and studies of the 
movement are offered that provide insight into the 
causes and characteristics of fundamentalism and its 
effects on minority groups including women, children, 
African Americans, gays, and lesbians. Essays from a 
variety of authors consider the path to theocracy, the 
effect of the theology of inerrancy on politics, and the 
state of fundamentalism in the United States after the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Creationism on 
Trial: Evolution 
and God at Little 
Rock

Langdo
n Gilkey

Creationism on Trial is Gilkey's blow-by-blow account 
of his experiences as a witness for the ACLU at the 
1981 creationist trial in Little Rock, AR.

The Devil in 
Dover: An 
Insider's Story of 
Dogma v. Darwin 
in Small Town 
America

Lauri 
Lebo

Local newspaper reporter Lauri Lebo was handed the 
story of a lifetime when the Dover (Pennsylvania) 
School Board adopted a measure to require its ninth-
grade biology students to learn about intelligent 
design. In a case that recalled the famed 1925 Scopes 
“monkey” trial and made international headlines, 
eleven parents sued the school board. When the case 
wound up in federal court before a George W. Bush–
appointed judge, Lebo had a front-row seat. Lebo 
skillfully probes the compelling background of the 
case, introducing us to the plaintiffs, the defendants, 
the lawyers, and a parade of witnesses, along with 
Judge John E. Jones, who would eventually condemn 
the school board’s decision as one of “breathtaking 
inanity.” With the antievolution battle having moved to 
the state level—and the recent passage of state 
legislation that protects the right of schools to teach 
alternatives to evolution—the story will continue to be 
relevant for years to come.

Religion, State 
and the Burger 
Court

Leo 
Pfeffer

In Religion, State and the Burger Court, Leo Pfeffer, 
the leading authority on church/state law, presents a 
trenchant analysis of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court under Chief Justice Warren E. Burger, focusing 
on the Court's interpretation of the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments. These amendments that guarantee the 
separation of church and state and the free exercise of 
religion are fundamental to the unique character of 
democracy as it exists in the United States. However, 
the distinction between affairs of state and the 
concerns of organized religion has become blurred.

The 
Establishment 
Clause, Religion 
and the First 
Amendment

Leonard 
W. Levy

Leonard Levy's classic work examines the 
circumstances that led to the writing of the 
establishment clause of the First Amendment: 
'Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion. . . .' He argues that, contrary 
to popular belief, the framers of the Constitution 
intended to prohibit government aid to religion even on 
an impartial basis. He thus refutes the view of 
'nonpreferentialists,' who interpret the clause as 
allowing such aid provided that the assistance is not 
restricted to a preferred church. For this new edition, 
Levy has added to his original arguments and 
incorporated much new material, including an analysis 
of Jefferson's ideas on the relationship between church 
and state and a discussion of the establishment clause 
cases brought before the Supreme Court since the 
book was originally published in 1986.

God vs The 
Gavel: Religion 
and the Rule of 
Law

Marci 
Hamilto
n

God vs. the Gavel challenges the pervasive 
assumption that all religious conduct deserves 
constitutional protection. While religious conduct 
provides many benefits to society, it is not always 
benign. The thesis of the book is that anyone who 
harms another person should be governed by the laws 
that govern everyone else - and truth be told, religion is 
capable of great harm.

The Search for 
Christian America

Mark 
Noll., 
Nathan 
O. 
Hatch 
and 
George 
M. 
Marsde
n

The Search for Christian America" explores key 
questions raised by the movement asserting the 
Christian heritage of the U.S. and calling for its 
recovery. Through careful historical and contemporary 
analysis, the authors address such issues as: how 
much Christian action is required to make a whole 
society Christian; Puritan New England as case study; 
Christian principles vs. baptised ideology in the 
Revolutionary period; the stumbling block of incorrect 
views of America's history for effective Christian 
involvement in critical public issues; the relationship of 
Christian convictions to political or social agendas; 
learning to think historically as a guard against 
shortsighted or simplistic approaches.

The Myth of 
Christian 
America: What 
You Need to 
Know About the 
Separation of 
Church and State

Mark 
Weldon 
Whitten

Written in an accessible, popular style, Whitten 
provides sound scholarship in defense of the 
exposition of constitutional church-state separation.

Liberty and 
Conscience

Martha 
Nussba
um

The respect for religious difference has formed the 
bedrock of our nation and made equality possible. Yet 
today we are told that “moral values”—code for a 
government shaped by religious concerns—must be 
the keystone of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.

A Wall of 
Separation? 
Debating the 
Public Role of 
Religion

Mary C. 
Segers 
& Ted 
G. Jelen

Should the wall of separation between church and 
state be permeable or inviolable? This question has 
been hotly contested since the nation's founding and 
contentious debates persist today. With a collection of 
the most significant documents and an introduction by 
Clarke E. Cochran that provides the historical context 
of the debate, prominent scholars Mary Segers and 
Ted Jelen debate the impact of organized religion on 
the democratic process, examine its influence on 
political discourse, and discuss its significance for the 
creation of public policy. The authors illuminate the 
constitutional implications of using religion to cultivate 
public morality and discuss the complexities of creating 
a civic-minded citizenry in a pluralistic society.

Religious 
Freedom and the 
Supreme Court

Melissa 
Rogers, 
and 
Steven 
K. 
Green

A completely recast, updated, version of Robert T. 
Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward Benevolent 
Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme Court, 
listed belowA completely recast, updated, version of 
Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward 
Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme 
Court, listed belowA completely recast, updated, 
version of Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, 
Toward Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the 
Supreme Court, listed below

That's Not What 
They Meant! 
Reclaiming 
America's 
Founding Fathers 
from the Right 
Wing

Michael 
Austin

 In That's Not What They Meant! Professor Michael 
Austin examines dozens of books, articles, speeches, 
and radio broadcasts by such figures as Glenn Beck, 
Mark Levin, Sean Hannity, Larry Schweikart, and 
David Barton to expose the deep historical flaws in 
their use of America's founding history. In contrast to 
their misleading method of citing proof texts to serve a 
narrow agenda, Austin allows the Founding Fathers to 
speak for themselves, situating all quotations in the 
proper historical context. What emerges is a true 
historical picture of men who often disagreed with one 
another on such crucial issues as federal power, 
judicial review, and the separation of church and state. 
As Austin shows, the real legacy of the Founding 
Fathers to us is a political process: a system of 
disagreement, debate, and compromise that has kept 
democracy vibrant in America for more than two 
hundred years. Austin's carefully researched and 
rigorously argued book is essential reading for anyone 
seeking the accurate historical background to many of 
the hot-button political debates of today.

The Religious 
Roots of the First 
Amendment: 
Dissenting 
Protestants and 
the Separation of 
Church and State

Nichola
s P. 
Miller

Traditional understandings of the genesis of the 
separation of church and state rest on assumptions 
about "Enlightenment" and the republican ethos of 
citizenship. In The Religious Roots of the First 
Amendment, Nicholas P. Miller does not seek to 
dislodge that interpretation but to augment and enrich 
it by recovering its cultural and discursive religious 
contexts--specifically the discourse of Protestant 
dissent. He argues that commitments by certain 
dissenting Protestants to the right of private judgment 
in matters of Biblical interpretation, an outgrowth of the 
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, helped 
promote religious disestablishment in the early modern 
West. Miller shows that the separation of church and 
state can be read, most persuasively, as the triumph of 
a particular strand of Protestant nonconformity-that 
which stretched back to the Puritan separatist and the 
Restoration sects, rather than to those, like 
Presbyterians, who sought to replace the "wrong" 
church establishment with their own, "right" one. 

The Creator in 
the Courtroom: 
"Scopes II": The 
1981 Arkansas 
Creation-
Evolution Trial

Norman 
Geisler

Written by a creationist, this book is an account of the 
Scopes trial from that perspective, and argues that the 
judge in the case was prejudiced agains creationism 
from the very beginning. 

Storm Center: 
The Supreme 
Court in 
American Politics

O’Brien, 
David M

A terrific introduction to the history and particularly the 
workings of the Supreme Court, although it has very 
little specifically about church and state

God on Trial: 
Dispatches from 
America's 
Religious 
Battlefields

Peter 
Irons

Over the past two decades, federal courts have 
become contentious battlefields in America's growing 
religious wars. Since 1989, five momentous court 
cases have divided communities and the nation. Peter 
Irons, a noted constitutional scholar, lawyer, and author 
of the bestselling May It Please the Court, delivers a 
compelling narrative accompanied by first-person 
accounts from both sides of the fight in these historic 
cases. 

Living the 
Secular Life

Phil 
Zucker
man

Drawing on innovative sociological research, Living the 
Secular Life illuminates this demographic shift with the 
moral convictions that govern secular individuals, 
offering crucial information for the religious and 
nonreligious alike. Living the Secular Life reveals that, 
despite opinions to the contrary, nonreligious 
Americans possess a unique moral code that allows 
them to effectively navigate the complexities of modern 
life. Spiritual self-reliance, clear-eyed pragmatism, and 
an abiding faith in the Golden Rule to adjudicate moral 
decisions: these common principles are shared across 
secular society. Living the Secular Life demonstrates 
these principles in action and points to their usage 
throughout daily life.

Thy Kingdom 
Come: How the 
Religious Right 
Distorts Faith and 
Threatens 
America

Randall 
Balmer

For much of American history, evangelicalism was 
aligned with progressive political causes-the abolition 
of slavery, universal suffrage, and public education. 
But contemporary conservative activists have 
defaulted on this majestic legacy, embracing instead 
an agenda virtually indistinguishable from the 
Republican Party platform. How has evangelical 
Christianity become so entrenched in partisan politics? 
Randall Balmer, an evangelical Christian and a 
historian of American religion, deftly combines 
ethnographic research, theological reflections, and 
historical context to examine the nature of the 
Religious Right today-and offers a rallying cry for 
liberal Christians to reclaim the noble traditions of their 
faith.

First Freedom: 
The Fight for 
Religious Liberty

Randall 
Balmer, 
Lee 
Grogerg 
& Mark 
Mabry

In the sweltering summer of 1789, James Madison 
penned sixteen words in spare prose that became the 
First Amendment to the United States Constitution. 
Herein the founding fathers of a young government 
pledged separation of church and state, thus 
guaranteeing religious freedom for its citizens and 
establishing a free marketplace for religion in the 
United States. Utterly unprecedented in Western 
history, this construction of a government without the 
interlocking authority of religion set a new course for 
faith and politics and has produced a vibrant religious 
culture unmatched anywhere in the world. First 
Freedom details the progression of religious liberty 
from pilgrims and Puritans to the creation of the Bill of 
Rights and how it shaped a new nation. 

Close Encounters 
with the Religious 
Right: Journeys 
into the Twilight 
Zone of Religion 
and Politics

Rob 
Boston

What does Pat Robertson's Christian Coalition really 
want? What secret agenda lies behind radio counselor 
James Dobson's Focus on the Family? Who are the 
Promise Keepers and what are their ultimate goals? 
Why do so many leaders of the religious right engage 
in gay bashing? What would these groups do to our 
public school system, or to our government, if they 
were in power? Close Encounters with the Religious 
Right takes you behind the scenes to answer these 
questions and gives the reader a rare glimpse of a 
world the average American may not even realize 
exists.

James Madison 
on Religious 
Liberty

Robert 
Alley

This long-overdue volume is the only one of its kind 
containing all of Madison's religious writings, as well as 
new contributions by leading scholars. Madison's 
writings assume even more importance to thoughtful 
Americans as the Supreme Court continues to decide 
issues of school prayer, and as the Moral Majority tries 
to desecularize American public and private life. 
Imagine an America without the Bill of Rights, without 
the Constitution. This image of our nation, existing 
without these two foundations of freedom, justice, and 
inquiry, assaults the imagination, for these two 
documents are the fuel that runs the republic. What is 
even more remarkable is that their primary author was 
one man - James Madison.

The Most 
Dangerous Man 
in America? 

Robert 
Boston

Televangelist Pat Robertson has built one of the most 
powerful religious-political movements in American 
history. His Christian Coalition - with its '700 Club' 
broadcasting fundamentalism tinged with right-wing 
politics to an audience of millions, its American Center 
for Law and Justice legal action group attempting to 
impose far-right Christian ideas via the courts, and the 
growing number of graduates from its Regents 
University - wields a mighty sword within the 
Republican party in at least 25 states while GOP 
national leaders and presidential hopefuls court its 
favour. Despite his power, many Americans are not 
aware of Robertson's extreme political views or his 
goals for the United States. This book examines the 
role Robertson plays in contemporary politics and his 
efforts to influence American society through his 
various political organisations, businesses, and 
broadcast empire.

Why the 
Religious Right is 
Wrong about 
Separation of 
Church and State

Robert 
Boston

Award-winning journalist Robert Boston lambastes the 
zealots of the Religious Right for spreading 
misinformation about the constitutional principle of the 
separation of church and state. Boston reveals how a 
band of ultraconservative religious groups with a 
political agenda - led primarily by televangelist Pat 
Robertson - is conducting a systematic war aginst the 
separation of church and state. The tactics of these 
groups are designed to exploit unfounded fears and 
turn the American people against the separationist 
principle. To expose the Religious Right's blatant 
distortions of U.S. history and correct its skewed 
analysis of legal rulings, Boston objectively reviews the 
evolution of church/state relations in the United States 
and looks at how the separation principle has been 
applied by the courts. He also examines efforts by 
sectarian groups to win government support for their 
schools, the school prayer issue, the history of the free 
exercise of religion, and the controversial role of 
religion in the public square.

Queering 
Christianity: 
Finding a Place 
at the Table for 
LGBTQI 
Christians

Robert 
E. 
Shore-
Goss et. 
Al.

Through essays by noted lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer or questioning, and intersex 
(LGBTQI) religion scholars, this important compilation 
summarizes the history and current status of LGBTQI 
theology, exploring its relationship to the policies, 
practices, and theology of traditional Christianity. 
Contributors contrast the "radically inclusive" thinking 
of LGBTQI theology with the "exclusivity" practiced by 
many Christian churches, explaining the reasoning of 
each and clarifying contentious issues. At the same 
time, the book highlights ways in which "queer" 
theology and practice benefit Christian congregations. 
Writing from the perspective of grassroots Christian 
LGBTQI movements, many of the contributors draw 
upon their own experiences. Equally important, the 
work creates the basis for dialogue between traditional 
churches and followers of LGBTQI theology, offering 
practical suggestions for Christian congregations that 
wish to put aside exclusionary policies and practices.

Toward 
Benevolent 
Neutrality: 
Church, State, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Robert 
Miller. 
and 
Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

Presents the text of virtually every significant Supreme 
Court decision concerning religious freedom and 
separation of church and state. Also included are 
essays interpreting the historical background and legal 
issues involved in each case, beginning with the 
principal events leading to the adoption of the First 
Amendment.

Without a Prayer: 
Religious 
Expression in 
Public Schools

Robert 
S. Alley

This is the first thorough examination of school prayer 
to bring together the experiences of parents and 
children involved in contesting public school 
sanctioned prayer and Bible reading. Alley explores the 
way in which terms like "nonpreferentialism," 
"toleration" and "accommodation" are being used to 
hide violations of the First Amendment. Personal 
interviews were conducted with those involved in 
seven prominent cases. Each story challenges 
communities that impose the mores and cultural 
patterns of religion on their public schools. The result, 
in most instances, has been angry protests as well as 
threats against parents and children, and/or property 
damage.

Red State 
Religion: Faith 
and Politics in 
America's 
Heartland

Robert 
Wuthno
w

In Red State Religion, Robert Wuthnow tells the story 
of religiously motivated political activism in Kansas 
from territorial days to the present. He examines how 
faith mixed with politics as both ordinary Kansans and 
leaders such as John Brown, Carrie Nation, William 
Allen White, and Dwight Eisenhower struggled over the 
pivotal issues of their times, from slavery and 
Prohibition to populism and anti-communism. Beyond 
providing surprising new explanations of why Kansas 
became a conservative stronghold, the book sheds 
new light on the role of religion in red states across the 
Midwest and the United States. Contrary to recent 
influential accounts, Wuthnow argues that Kansas 
conservatism is largely pragmatic, not ideological, and 
that religion in the state has less to do with politics and 
contentious moral activism than with relationships 
between neighbors, friends, and fellow churchgoers. 

The Necessity of 
Secularism

Ronald 
A. 
Lindsey

For the first time in human history, a significant 
percentage of the world’s population no longer 
believes in God. This is especially true in developed 
nations, where in some societies nonbelievers now 
outnumber believers. Unless religion collapses 
completely, or undergoes a remarkable resurgence, 
countries across the globe must learn to carefully and 
effectively manage this societal mix of religious and 
irreligious. For in a world already deeply riven by 
sectarian conflict, this unprecedented demographic 
shift presents yet another challenge to humanity. 
Writing in an engaging, accessible style, philosopher 
and lawyer Ronald A. Lindsay develops a tightly 
crafted argument for secularism—specifically, that in a 
religiously pluralistic society, a robust, thoroughgoing 
secularism is the only reliable means of preserving 
meaningful democracy and rights of conscience.

To Defend the 
Constitution: 
Religion, 
Conscientious 
Objection, 
Naturalization, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

The story of people who were denied citizenship 
because they were conscientious objectors to war and 
how they fought their battles in the Supreme Court.

That Godless 
Court? Supreme 
Court Decisions 
on Church-State 
Relationships

Ronald 
Flowers

The "religious clause" of the First Amendment, 
seemingly simple and clear, has been and continues to 
be controversial in its application. In this book, Flowers 
explains the Court's thinking, clarifying for readers the 
decisions that have been built on or that have altered 
previous positions.

The Majesty of 
the Law: 
Reflections of a 
Supreme Court 
Justice

Sandra 
Day 
O'Conn
or

Not about church and state, but a readable introduction 
to the Supreme Court, its procedures and some of the 
issues it faces. 

God's Profits: 
Faith, Fraud and 
the Republican 
Crusade for 
Values Voters

Sarah 
Posner

Keenly observed and meticulously reported, "God's 
Profits" examines the unholy alliance between a new 
breed of corrupt televangelists and the Republican 
Party, which is eagerly courting "values voters" in the 
nation's largest megachurches. Author Sarah Posner 
exposes the activities of Kenneth Copeland, John 
Hagee, Rod Parsley, T.D. Jakes, and other politically 
connected, skillfully marketed, and increasingly 
influential religious leaders. Preaching the "prosperity 
gospel"???the notion that faith and tithing alone can 
ensure financial security???both in their churches and 
over the airwaves, these charismatic leaders scam the 
gullible even as they enjoy unprecedented access to 
top Bush Administration officials. 

Sexual 
Orientation and 
Human Rights in 
American 
Religious 
Discourse

Saul M. 
Olyan & 
Martha 
C. 
Nussba
um

Sexual orientation is a topic of intense debate within 
America's religious traditions. These discussions have 
had a significant impact on the formation of public 
policy, as speakers who locate themselves squarely 
within religious traditions have articulated positions on 
both sides in recent arguments concerning gays in the 
military, civil rights protections for gays and lesbians, 
gay marriage, parenting and foster parenting, and 
benefits for partners of gay and lesbian employees of 
major corporations and institutions. This volume, which 
stems from a 1995 conference at Brown University, 
aims to promote both academic and public 
understanding of the different positions that exist on 
sexual orientation and its public policy dimensions 
within four major American religious traditions. Writers 
from within the Jewish community, the Roman Catholic 
church, Mainline Protestant churches, and African-
American churches explore the history and tradition of 
their communities on same-sex orientation, discuss the 
moral stance they advocate, and consider the legal 
and public policy implications of that stance. For each 
of these traditions, two opposing views are 
represented, and a respondent frames the issue in a 
larger context. The book concludes with essays by 
Michael McConnell and Andrew Koppelman exploring 
how our society might find a modus vivendi in a state 
position of neutrality on the moral status of 
homosexuality.

Attack of the 
Theocrats! How 
the Religious 
Right Harms Us 
All- And What We 
Can Do About It

Sean 
Fairclot
h

At no time in American history has the United States 
had such a high percentage of theocratic members of 
Congress--those who expressly endorse religious bias 
in law. Just as ominously, at no other time have 
religious fundamentalists effectively had veto power 
over one of the country's two major political parties. As 
Sean Faircloth argues, this has led to the crumbling of 
the country's most cherished founding principle--the 
wall separating church and state--and presages even 
more crumbling.

Ellery's Protest: 
How One Young 
Man Defied 
Tradition and 
Sparked the 
Battle Over 
School Prayer

Stephen 
D. 
Solomo
n

Tells the fascinating personal and legal drama of the 
Schempp case: the family’s struggle against the ugly 
reactions of neighbors, and the impassioned courtroom 
clashes as brilliant lawyers on both sides argued about 
the meaning of religious freedom. But Schempp was 
not the only case challenging religious exercises in the 
schools at the time, and Ellery’s Protest describes the 
race to the Supreme Court among the attorneys for 
four such cases. Solomon also explores the political, 
cultural, and religious roots of the controversy. 

The Bible, The 
School and the 
Constitution: The 
Clash that 
Shaped Modern 
Church-State 
Doctrine

Steven 
K. 
Green

Draws attention to an often overlooked nineteenth 
century that remains relevant to today's church-state 
debate
Offers historical as well as legal perspectives on a 
crucial episode in American history
Extensively documented from primary sources

Freethinkers: A 
History of 
American 
Secularism

Susan 
Jacoby

At a time when the separation of church and state is 
under attack as never before, Freethinkers offers a 
powerful defense of the secularist heritage that gave 
Americans the first government in the world founded 
not on the authority of religion but on the bedrock of 
human reason. In impassioned, elegant prose, 
celebrated author Susan Jacoby traces more than two 
hundred years of secularist activism, beginning with 
the fierce debate over the omission of God from the 
Constitution. Moving from nineteenth-century 
abolitionism and suffragism through the twentieth 
century's civil liberties, civil rights, and feminist 
movements, Freethinkersilluminates the neglected 
achievements of secularists who, allied with tolerant 
believers, have led the battle for reform in the past and 
today.

The Age of 
American 
Unreason

Susan 
Jacoby

A cultural history of the last forty years, The Age of 
American Unreason focuses on the convergence of 
social forces-usually treated as separate entities-that 
has created a perfect storm of anti-rationalism. These 
include the upsurge of religious fundamentalism, with 
more political power today than ever before; the failure 
of public education to create an informed citizenry; and 
the triumph of video over print culture. Sparing neither 
the right nor the left, Jacoby asserts that Americans 
today have embraced a universe of “junk thought” that 
makes almost no effort to separate fact from opinion.

The First 
Freedoms: 
Church and State 
in America to the 
Passage of the 
First Amendment

Thomas 
Curry

Is government forbidden to assist all religions equally, 
as the Supreme Court has held? Or does the First 
Amendment merely ban exclusive aid to one religion, 
as critics of the Court assert? The First Freedoms 
studies the church-state context of colonial and 
revolutionary America to present a bold new reading of 
the historical meaning of the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment. Synthesizing and interpreting a 
wealth of evidence from the founding of Virginia to the 
passage of the Bill of Rights, including everything 
published in America before 1791, Thomas Curry 
traces America's developing ideas on religious liberty 
and offers the most extensive investigation ever of the 
historical origins and background of the First 
Amendment's religion clauses.

The Age of 
Reason

Thomas 
Paine

Of all the tyrannies that affect mankind, tyranny in 
religion is the worst," declared Thomas Paine, adding, 
"every other species of tyranny is limited to the world 
we live in; but this attempts to stride beyond the grave, 
and seeks to pursue us into eternity." Paine's years of 
study and reflection on the role of religion in society 
culminated with his final work, The Age of Reason. 
This coolly reasoned polemic influenced religious 
thinking throughout the world at the dawn of the 
nineteenth century, and its resonance remains 
undiminished by time.
The selfsame humanist and egalitarian views that 
made Paine a popular figure of the American 
Revolution brought him into frequent conflict with 
political authorities. Parts of The Age of Reason were 
written in a French jail, where Paine was confined for 
his opposition to the execution of Louis XVI. An atack 
on revealed religion from the deist point of view — 
embodied by Paine's credo, "I believe in one God, and 
no more" — this work undertakes a hitherto unheard-of 
approach to Bible study. Its critical and objective 
examination of Old and New Testatments cites 
nemerous contradictions as evidence against literal 
interpretations of the text. Well articulated and 
eminently readable, The Age of Reason is a classic of 
free thought.

Founding Faith: 
Providence, 
Politics, and the 
Birth of Religious 
Freedom in 
America

Waldma
n, 
Steven

Waldman lays out the debate between the 
accommodationists and separationists and then details 
the activities and beliefs of the Founding Fathers to 
see who of the contemporary disputants is right. He 
comes down in favor of the separationists, but he is fair 
to each side and helps the student understand the 
nature of the debate and where it comes from. 

The First Liberty, 
Religion and the 
American 
Republic

William 
Lee 
Miller

Though many claim the United States to be a 
"Christian Nation," Miller provides a fascinatingly vivid 
account of the philosophical skirmishes and political 
machinations that led to the "wall of separation" 
between church and state. That famous phrase is 
Jefferson's, though it does not appear in the 
Declaration of Independence nor in the Constitution. 
But Miller follows this seminal idea from three great 
standard-bearers of religious liberty: Jefferson, 
Madison, and Roger Williams. Jefferson, who wrote 
the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, the 
precursor of the First Amendment of the Constitution; 
James Madison, who was politically responsible for 
Virginia's acceptance of religious liberty and who, a 
few years later, helped draft the Bill of Rights; and the 
even earlier figure, the radical dissenter Roger 
Williams, who propounded the idea of religious 
freedom not as a rational secularist but out of a deeply 
held spiritual faith. 

Church and State 
in American 
History, 3rd 
Edition

Wilson, 
John F. 
and 
Donald 
L. 
Drakem
an

Presents chronologically-organized chapters that 
include selections from documents like colonial 
charters, opinions of the Supreme Court and salient 
legislation, along with contemporary commentary, and 
incisive interpretations of the issues by modern 
scholars. Figures as divergent as John Winthrop, John 
F. Kennedy, and Sandra Day O’Connor speak from 
these pages as directly as Paul Blanshard, Leon 
Higginbotham, John Courtney Murray, and Robert 
Bellah. Church and State in American History 
addresses the difficult relationships among the political 
and religious structures of our society and the 
emergence of an American solution to the church-state 
problem.



Title Author Description
Visions of 
Reality- What 
Fundamentalist 
Schools Teach

Albert J. 
Menend
ez

Although a majority of Americans have repeatedly 
shown in referendum elections and opinion polls that 
they oppose tax support for nonpublic schools, 
fundamentalist leaders and their political lobbies are 
putting increasing pressure on Congress and state 
legislatures to compel taxpayers to support sectarian 
private schools through "vouchers" or "tuition tax 
credits," under the deceptive banner of "school 
choice." Albert J. Menendez has carefully examined 
the most widely used history, English, and science 
textbooks in fundamentalist private schools. He 
documents the fact that these schools promote 
prejudice against people of other faiths, distort history, 
derogate our literary heritage, cast science in a bad 
light, and otherwise indoctrinate children with "visions 
of reality" that are incompatible with public tax support.

Religion and the 
Public Schools

Anne 
Marie 
Lofaso

Religion in the Public Schools: A Road Map for 
Avoiding Lawsuits and Respecting Parents’ Legal 
Rights is designed to help. This handy 129-page book, 
written by Associate Professor of Law Anne Marie 
Lofaso of West Virginia University, examines what the 
courts have said about many religion-in-school 
controversies and provides clear, concise answers to 
common questions. Fully referenced and 
footnoted, Religion in the Public Schools is the perfect 
guide for anyone seeking to better navigate the 
intersection between religion and public education.

Why We Still 
Need Public 
Schools

Art Must 
Jr.

Two cornerstones of American democracy - separation 
of church and state, and public schools - are under 
increasing attack. As this collection of essays, written 
by some of America's leading educators, political 
figures, and advocates of religious liberty shows, 
universal public education and the separation of 
church and state are related. The eminent contributors 
to this book argue that we need to defend both 
institutions against increasing onslaughts by the 
Religious Right and other self-proclaimed arbiters of 
societal behavior, who seek to dictate public policy and 
who are labeling the public schools themselves as 
"immoral" institutions. At issue here is not whether 
public schools need to be improved. It is assumed that 
improvement is necessary.

Piety & Politics: 
The Right Wing 
Assault on 
Religious 
Freedom

Barry 
Lynn

In the wake of the 2004 presidential election, the 
Religious Right insisted that George Bush had been 
handed a mandate for an ideology-based social 
agenda, including the passage of a “marriage 
amendment” to ban same-sex unions, diversion of tax 
money to religious groups through “faith-based 
initiatives,” the teaching of creationism in public 
schools, and restrictions on abortion. Led by an 
aggressive band of television preachers and extremist 
radio personalities, the Religious Right set its sights on 
demolishing the wall of separation between church and 
state. The Reverend Barry Lynn is a devout Christian, 
but he argues that politicians need to stop looking to 
the Bible to justify their actions and should consult 
another source instead: the U.S. Constitution. 

First Freedom 
First: A Citizen's 
Guide to 
Protecting 
Religious Liberty 
and Separation of 
Church and State

Barry 
Lynn & 
C. 
Welton 
Gaddy

The United States is the most religiously diverse nation 
in the world, due in large part to the clauses of the First 
Amendment that guarantee freedom for and from 
religion. But as we debate displaying Christmas trees 
at city hall and the Ten Commandments in the 
courthouse, we must ask: in what other ways is our 
religious liberty being compromised. In First Freedom 
First, with clear language and recognizable examples, 
two of the most trusted voices on church-state 
separation address head-on the many areas where 
religion and politics overlap, with consequences for all 
Americans.

The Right to 
Religious Liberty: 
The Basic ACLU 
Guide to 
Religious Rights

Barry 
Lynn, 
Marc D. 
Stern, 
and 
Oliver 
S. 
Thomas

This revised and updated edition of The Right to 
Religious Liberty sets forth an individual’s religious 
rights under present law, offering suggestions as to 
how they can be preserved and protected. (A bit 
dated-1995- but otherwise a good resource)

  Journal of 
Church and State

Baylor 
Universi
ty

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Pray the Gay 
Away: The 
Extraordinary 
Lives of Bible 
Belt Gays

Bernade
tte 
Barton

While some areas of the Unites States have made 
tremendous progress in securing rights for gay people, 
Bible Belt states lag behind. In Pray the Gay Away, 
Bernadette Barton argues that conventions of small 
town life, rules which govern Southern manners, and 
the power wielded by Christian institutions serve as a 
foundation for both passive and active homophobia in 
the Bible Belt. She explores how conservative 
Christian ideology reproduces homophobic attitudes 
and shares how Bible Belt gays negotiate these 
attitudes in their daily lives. Drawing on the remarkable 
stories of Bible Belt gays, Barton brings to the fore 
their thoughts, experiences and hard-won insights to 
explore the front lines of our national culture war over 
marriage, family, hate crimes, and equal rights. 

To Serve God 
and Wal-Mart: 
The Making of 
Christian Free 
Enterprise

Bethany 
Ellen 
Moreton

In the decades after World War II, evangelical 
Christianity nourished America’s devotion to free 
markets, free trade, and free enterprise. The history of 
Wal-Mart uncovers a complex network that united Sun 
Belt entrepreneurs, evangelical employees, Christian 
business students, overseas missionaries, and free-
market activists. Through the stories of people linked 
by the world’s largest corporation, Bethany Moreton 
shows how a Christian service ethos powered 
capitalism at home and abroad.

Moral Minority: 
Our Skeptical 
Founding Fathers

Brooke 
Allen

In her lively refutation of modern claims about 
America's religious origins, Brooke Allen looks back at 
the late eighteenth century and shows decisively that 
the United States was founded not on Christian 
principles at all but on Enlightenment ideas. Moral 
Minority presents a powerful case that the unique legal 
framework the Founding Fathers created was 
designed according to the humanist ideals of 
Enlightenment thinkers: God entered the picture only 
as a very minor player, and Jesus Christ was 
conspicuous by his absence. The guiding spirit of the 
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. 
Constitution, Ms. Allen explains, was not Jesus Christ 
but John Locke. In direct and accessible prose, she 
provides fascinating chapters on the religious lives of 
the six men she considers the key Founding Fathers: 
Franklin, Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, and Hamilton. Far from being the 
conventional pious Christians we too often imagine, 
these men were skeptical intellectuals, in some cases 
not even Christians at all.

The Battle over 
School Prayer: 
How Engel v. 
Vitale Changed 
America

Bruce J. 
Dierenfi
eld

Bruce Dierenfield has written a concise and readable 
guide to the first and still most important case that 
addressed the constitutionality of prayer in public 
schools. The 22-word recitation in a Long Island school 
that was challenged in Engel v. Vitale was hardly 
denominational not even overtly Christian but a handful 
of parents saw it as a violation of the First 
Amendment's proscription again the establishment of 
religion. The case forced the Supreme Court to take a 
stand on Jefferson's "wall of separation" between 
church and state. When it did so, the Court declared 
that by endorsing the prayer recitation no matter how 
brief, non-denominational, or voluntary the Long Island 
school board had unconstitutionally approved the 
establishment of religion in school. Writing with 
impeccable fairness and sensitivity, Dierenfield sets his 
account of the Engel decision in the larger historical 
and political context, citing battles over a wide range of 
religious activities in public schools throughout 
American history. Through interviews with many of the 
participants, he also reveals the large price paid by the 
plaintiffs and their children, who were frequently 
harassed both during and after the trial. 

Religious 
Fundamentalisms 
and the Human 
Rights of Women

C. 
Howlan
d

Dialogue on the conflict between religious 
fundamentalism and women's rights is often stymied 
by an 'all or nothing' approach: fundamentalists claim 
of absolute religious freedom, while some feminists 
dismiss religion entirely as being so imbued with 
patriarchy as to be eternally opposed to women's 
rights. This ignores, though, the experiences of 
religious women who suffer under fundamentalism and 
fight to resist it, perceiving themselves to be at once 
religious and feminist. In Religious Fundamentalisms 
and the Human Rights of Women , Howland provides a 
forum for these different scholars, both religious and 
nonreligious, to meet and seek common ground in their 
fight against fundamentalism. Through an examination 
of international human rights, national law, grass roots 
activism, and theology, this volume explores the acute 
problems that contemporary fundamentalist 
movements pose for women's equality and liberty 
rights.

Liars for Jesus: 
The Religious 
Right's Alternate 
Version of 
American History

Chris 
Rodda

Liars for Jesus debunks many of the historical lies 
invented and used by the Christian nationalist history 
revisionists in their efforts to further their far right 
political agenda and destroy the wall of separation 
between church and state in America. Liars for Jesus 
is not a book about religion. It is a history book, 
presenting and fully documenting the true stories and 
historical facts that are distorted in the "Christian 
nation" pseudo-history promoted by the religious right.

Wrapped in the 
Flag

Claire 
Conner

Claire Conner’s award-winning memoir, Wrapped in 
the Flag (Beacon Press 2013, 2014) weaves her  
intimate personal stories with the history of the 1960s, 
70s, and 80s. She chronicles her parents’ obsession 
with radical right-wing politics embodied in the John 
Birch Society, the most powerful  anti-Communist, anti-
government, populist movement of the 20th century

Nonbeliever 
Nation: The Rise 
of Secular 
Americans

David 
Niose

Today, one in five Americans are nonbelievers―a 
rapidly growing group at a time when traditional 
Christian churches are dwindling in numbers. Still we 
see almost none of them openly serving in elected 
office, while many others continue to loudly proclaim 
the falsehood of America as a Christian nation. David 
Niose calls for nonreligious Americans from all 
backgrounds to step out of the shadows and signal 
their opposition to the long-dominant Religious Right. 
Exploring all the hot-button issues that divide the 
country―from gay marriage to education policy to 
contentious church-state battles―he shows how 
Secular Americans―a group comprised not just of 
atheists and agnostics, but lapsed Catholics, secular 
Jews, and millions of others who have walked away 
from organized religion―are mobilizing and forming 
groups all over the country (even atheist clubs in Bible-
belt high schools) to challenge the exaltation of religion 
in American politics and public life. 

Original Intent: 
Chief Justice 
Rehnquist and 
the Course of 
American 
Church/State 
Relations

Derek 
Davis

Contemporary debate in the area of church/state 
relations centers around the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment: "Congress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of religion [the 
Establishment Clause] or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof [the Free Exercise Clause]." Original Intent is a 
readable and objective summary of the views of Chief 
Justice Rehnquist and an enlightening treatise on the 
future of church/state relations in America.

Roger Williams: 
Prophet of Liberty

Edwin 
C. 
Gaustad

Roger Williams chronicles the life of one of the most 
remarkable forefathers in American history. A true 
revolutionary, this devout Puritan championed Native 
American rights; wrote treatises on equal rights, flag 
desecration, and the separation of church and state; 
established the first American settlement based on 
total religious toleration--and he lived more than a 
century before independence, when America was still a 
vast wilderness! Williams went on to adopt adult 
baptism and founded the first Baptist church in 
America. He became president of Rhode Island colony 
in 1654, served as captain in the defense of 
Providence during King Philip's War, and continued to 
write and preach passionately for religious tolerance 
and Native American rights until his death in 1683.

Proclaim Liberty 
Throughout the 
Land: A History of 
Church and State 
in America

Edwin 
Gaustad

In this volume, one of the most distinguished scholars 
of American religious history traces the complicated 
relationship of church and state from the early colonial 
period, through the unique American experiment in 
religious liberty after the Revolution, to the ongoing 
debate over religious issues in our schools and 
communities. Edwin Gaustad relates entertaining and 
edifying accounts of headline-grabbing court trials 
involving polygamy, witchcraft, and church taxation. He 
quotes moving passages from the speeches and 
writings of American Presidents and Supreme Court 
justices to prove that, to paraphrase Michelangelo, 
"religious liberty is made up of a series of trifles, but 
religious liberty is no trifle."

Faith of the 
Founders: 
Religion and the 
New Nation, 
1776-1826

Edwin 
S. 
Gaustad

Edwin Gaustad provides a careful consideration of the 
developing relationship between religion and the state 
after the American Revolution. With concise focus on 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, 
George Washington, and John Adams, Gaustad 
identifies seven varying―sometimes 
contrary―perspectives on religion that guided the 
nation's founders. Faith of the Founders shows how 
these figures possessed an intuitive understanding of 
religion that helped nourish a young country. This brief 
but insightful book offers a look into the founding 
fathers' genius―and points to a way forward through 
the ideological boundaries that threaten to upend the 
daily doings of American government today.

With God on 
Their Side: How 
Christian 
Fundamentalists 
Trampled 
Science, Policy 
and Democracy 
in George W. 
Bush's White 
House

Esther 
Kaplan

When asked which single issue most affected their 
vote in the last presidential election, more than one in 
five Americans said “moral values”—and 78 percent of 
these voters chose to reelect President George W. 
Bush. As Esther Kaplan shows in her richly detailed 
investigation, it’s no wonder the Christian right voted 
for Bush in droves—their loyal support in 2000 
produced fantastic results. While organizations that 
offer abortion counseling and services or help to 
prevent HIV see their funds cut, church groups receive 
millions in federal dollars to promote sexual abstinence 
and marriage (provided, of course, it is heterosexual). 
Bush has appointed a Christian right dream team to 
the federal courts, dedicated to tearing down what one 
such judge calls “the so-called separation of church 
and state. Religious zeal even shapes Bush’s foreign 
policy, as Christian belief in the end times spurs the 
administration’s support for hard-line policies in Israel.

Evolution vs. 
Creationism

Eugenie 
C. Scott

More than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the 
debate over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.

The Separation 
of Church and 
State: Writings on 
a Fundamental 
Freedom by 
America's 
Founders

Forrest 
Church

A primer of essential writings about one of the 
cornerstones of our democracy by the original authors 
of the Constitution, edited by preeminant liberal 
theologian Forrest Church. Americans will never stop 
debating the question of church-state separation, and 
such debates invariably lead back to the nation’s 
beginnings and the founders’ intent. The Separation of 
Church and State presents a basic collection of the 
founders’ teachings on this topic. This concise primer 
gets past the rhetoric that surrounds the current 
debate, placing the founders’ vivid writings on religious 
liberty in historical perspective. Edited and with running 
commentary by Forrest Church, this important 
collection informs anyone curious about the original 
blueprint for our country and its government.

Separation of 
Church and 
State: Founding 
Principle of 
Religious Liberty

Frank 
Lambert

Frank Lambert tackles the central claims of the 
Religious Right "historians" who insist that America 
was conceived as a "Christian State," that modern-day 
"liberals" and "secularists" have distorted and/or 
ignored the place of religion in American history, and 
that the phrase "the separation of church and state" 
does not appear in any of the founding documents and 
is, therefore, a myth created by the Left. He discusses 
what separates "bad" history from "good" history, and 
concludes that the self-styled "historians" of the 
Religious Right create a "useful past" that enlists the 
nation's founders on behalf of present-day 
conservative religious and political causes. The result 
of a politicized religious history exposes the Religious 
Right "history" as fabrications and half-truths. In fact, 
one of the foundational principles of the Constitution is 
that of separation as the key to safeguarding freedom: 
separation of powers, separation of federal and state 
governments, and separation of church and state.

Religious 
Expression and 
the American 
Constitution

Frankly
n 
Haiman

In the current environment and fervor for “homeland 
security,” personal freedoms in exchange for security 
are coming under more scrutiny. Among these 
guaranteed freedoms are the protection of religious 
expression given by the U.S. Constitution and the 
constitutional prohibitions against behaviors that 
violate the separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.

Eternal Hostility: 
The Struggle 
Between 
Theocracy and 
Democracy

Frederic
k 
Clarkso
n

What is behind the violence against abortion clinics, 
attacks on gays and lesbians and the growing power of 
the religious right? Frederick Clarkson makes it clear 
that beyond the bombers and assassins who 
sometimes make news, is a growing, if not well 
understood, movement that encompasses Pat 
Robertson's Christian Coalition, the Unification Church 
of Sun Myung Moon and the Promise Keepers--the 
lead agency of the so-called Christian men's 
movement. Clarkson exposes the wild card of the 
"theology of vigilantism" which urges the enforcement 
of "God's law" and argues for fundamentalist revolution 
against constitutional democracy. 

Setting the 
Record Straight: 
Response to 
Misconceptions 
About Public 
Education in the 
US

Gerald 
Bracey

Gerald Bracey knows there are three kinds of lies in 
education policy: lies, damned lies, and the statistics 
that reactionary reformers tout as evidence in favor of 
dismantling our public schools. In this second and 
substantially updated edition of the hard-hitting Setting 
the Record Straight, Bracey goes toe-to-toe with the 
opponents of quality public education. You'll learn how 
to discredit them in your own discussions by using the 
very logic and statistical analyses they purport to have 
on their side. In this series of smart, forceful analyses, 
Bracey homes in on specific topics like vouchers, 
school funding, and comparisons to international test 
scores, themes around which agitators have created a 
host of mythological American school failures from the 
flimsiest of evidence. Each essay begins with a 
question you might commonly hear in conversation 
about these alleged shortcomings, to which Bracey 
provides a brief, sound- byte-ready rebuttal. Then he 
follows it up with a full-length explanation, replete with 
statistical data and talking points that fully support his 
assertions-and silence those who would undermine 
education with disinformation.

Not in Our 
Classrooms

Glenn 
Branch 
& 
Eugenie 
C. Scott

Where did the concept of intelligent design originate? 
How does it connect with, and conflict with, various 
religious beliefs? Should we teach the controversy 
itself in our science classrooms? In clear and lively 
essays, a team of experts answers these questions 
and many more, describing the history of the intelligent 
design movement and the lack of scientific support for 
its claims. Most importantly, the contributors—
authorities on the scientific, legal, educational, and 
theological problems of intelligent design-speak 
specifically to teachers and parents about the need to 
defend the integrity of science education by keeping 
intelligent design out of science curriculums. 

Lowering the 
Wall: Religion 
and the Supreme 
Court in the 
1980s

Gregg 
Ivers

Convinced that church-state law under the Supreme 
Court during the 1980s took "a giant-and unwelcome 
step--backward," Gregg Ivers's book explores the 
changing relationship between religion and the state. 
Those looking for a neutral account of this relationship 
should look elsewhere. This book, commissioned by 
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, is a liberal's 
response to use of the courts by "[r]eligious 
conservatives, encouraged by the election of Ronald 
Reagan," to create a "broad wave of conservative 
religious populism" in pursuit of school prayer, financial 
assistance for parochial institutions and equal access 
to public school facilities for student religious clubs.

The Oxford 
Companion to the 
Supreme Court of 
the United States

Hall, 
Kermit L

Not about church and state, but a great resource book 
on the Court.

The Journal of 
Law and Religion

Hamline 
Universi
ty Law 
School

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Religion on Trial: 
How Supreme 
Court Trends 
Threaten 
Freedom of 
Conscience in 
America

Hammo
nd, 
Philip 
E., 
David 
W. 
Machac
ek and 
Eric 
Michael 
Mazur

A powerful indictment of the current Supreme Court, 
arguing the regressive justices are not faithful to the 
Constitution and thereby endanger religious freedom.

The Godless 
Constitution: The 
Case Against 
Religious 
Correctness

Isaac 
Krammi
k & R. 
Lawrenc
e Moore

The Godless Constitution is an urgent and timely 
reexamination of the roots of church-state separation 
in American politics - and a ringing refutation of the 
misguided claims of the religious right. In this important 
polemic two distinguished scholars of American 
political ideas and religion refute this dangerous 
attempt to introduce what they term "religious 
correctness" into our politics, by reminding us that the 
absence of any mention of God in the Constitution was 
a conscious action on the framers' part, intended to 
prevent the bloody religious controversies that so 
marked European history. They also emphasize that 
church-state separation was seen as a guarantee of - 
not a hindrance to - religions liberty. Fully respecting 
the importance of religion in the public sphere, yet 
forthright in defining proper limits, The Godless 
Constitution offers a bracing return to the first 
principles of American democracy - and a guide to 
keeping them intact in the forthcoming presidential 
campaign.

Holy Hullabaloos: 
A Road Trip to 
the Battlegrounds 
of the Church-
State Wars

J. D. 
Wexler

After ten years spent riddling over the intricacies of 
church/state law from the ivory tower, law professor 
Jay Wexler decided it was high time to hit the road to 
learn what really happened in some of the most 
controversial Supreme Court cases involving this hot-
button issue. In Holy Hullabaloos, he takes us along for 
the ride, crossing the country to meet the people and 
visit the places responsible for landmark decisions in 
recent judicial history, from a high school football field 
where fans once recited prayers before kickoff to a 
Santeria church notorious for animal sacrifice, from a 
publicly funded Muslim school to a creationist 
museum. Wexler's no-holds-barred approach to 
investigating famous church/state brouhahas is as 
funny as it is informative.

Far Right 
Fantasy: A 
Sociology of 
American 
Religion and 
Politics

James 
Aho

Far-Right Fantasy is a straight-forward, jargon-free 
study of contemporary American right-wing extremism. 
The book addresses the strengths and weaknesses of 
the standard psycho-social-cultural explanations of far-
right activism. It shows how extremists are similar 
educationally and psychologically to their more 
conventional neighbors; that they get into the 
movement in the same way that others become peace 
activists or radical environmentalists, namely, through 
their ties with fellow workers and church-goers, family 
members, and classmates; and that their views are 
given a patina of certainty by being repeatedly 
corroborated within closed, non-contaminated 
communication systems. 

Religion and the 
State: Essays in 
Honor of Leo 
Pfeffer

James 
E. Wood 
Jr.

These essays examine major themes affecting religion 
and the state in a free society and the interaction of 
religion and world order. While concern is given to the 
historical and judicial context of the Establishment and 
Free Exercise Clauses of the First Amendment, special 
attention is given to contemporary church-state 
problems in American life. In addition, the volume 
analyzes alternatives to church-state relations outside 
the United States and freedom of religion in the 
international advance of human rights.

Supreme 
Conflict: The 
Inside Story of 
the Struggle for 
Control of the 
United States 
Supreme Court

Jan 
Crawfor
d 
Greenb
urg

Drawing on unprecedented access to the Supreme 
Court justices themselves and their inner circles, 
acclaimed ABC News legal correspondent Jan 
Crawford Greenburg offers an explosive newsbreaking 
account of one of the most momentous political 
watersheds in American history. From the series of 
Republican nominations that proved deeply frustrating 
to conservatives to the decades of bruising battles that 
led to the rise of Justices Roberts and Alito, this is the 
authoritative story of the conservative effort to shift the 
direction of the high court—a revelatory look at one of 
the central fronts of America's culture wars by one of 
the most widely respected experts on the subject.

The Nine: Inside 
the Secret World 
of the Supreme 
Court

Jeffrey 
Toobin

In The Nine, acclaimed journalist Jeffrey Toobin takes 
us into the chambers of the most important—and 
secret—legal body in our country, the Supreme Court, 
revealing the complex dynamic among the nine people 
who decide the law of the land. An institution at a 
moment of transition, the Court now stands at a crucial 
point, with major changes in store on such issues as 
abortion, civil rights, and church-state relations. Based 
on exclusive interviews with the justices and with a 
keen sense of the Court’s history and the trajectory of 
its future, Jeffrey Toobin creates in The Nine a riveting 
story of one of the most important forces in American 
life today. (2008)

Roger Williams 
and the Creation 
of the American 
Soul: Church, 
State and the 
Birth of Liberty

John M. 
Barry

For four hundred years, Americans have wrestled with 
and fought over two concepts that define the nature of 
the nation: the proper relation between church and 
state and between a free individual and the state. 
These debates began with the extraordinary thought 
and struggles of Roger Williams, who had an 
unparalleled understanding of the conflict between a 
government that justified itself by "reason of state"-i.e. 
national security-and its perceived "will of God" and the 
"ancient rights and liberties" of individuals. Acclaimed 
historian John M. Barry explores the development of 
these fundamental ideas through the story of the man 
who was the first to link religious freedom to individual 
liberty, and who created in America the first 
government and society on earth informed by those 
beliefs. 

Religious Liberty 
and the Secular 
State

John M. 
Swomle
y

This book exposes the Supreme Court's erosion of the 
Establishment Clause while emphasizing the Free 
Exercise Clause. Swomley also explores civil religion, 
secular humanism, and the current counter-revolution 
against separation of church and state led by some 
religious and political conservatives who would profit 
from government aid. He also lists the benefits 
churches would realize under a secular government.

Religion and the 
American 
Constitutional 
Experiment: 
Essential Rights 
and Liberties

John 
Witte, 
Jr.

The third edition of this classic book provides a 
comprehensive, multidisciplinary overview of the 
history, theory, law, and comparative analysis of 
American religious liberty from the earliest colonial 
period through the most recent Supreme Court cases. 
The authors present balanced, accessible discussions 
of controversial issues, such as funding religious 
schools and charities and displaying religious symbols 
on government property. 

The Last 
Freedom: 
Religion from the 
Public School to 
the Public Square

Joseph 
P.Vitterit
i

The presidency of George W. Bush has polarized the 
church-state debate as never before. The Far Right 
has been emboldened to use religion to govern, while 
the Far Left has redoubled its efforts to evict religion 
from public life entirely. In The Last Freedom, Joseph 
Viteritti argues that there is a basic tension between 
religion and democracy because religion often rejects 
compromise as a matter of principle while democracy 
requires compromise to thrive. Viteritti argues that 
Americans must guard against debasing politics with 
either antireligious bigotry or religious zealotry. 
Drawing on politics, history, and law, he defines a new 
approach to the church-state question that protects the 
religious and the secular alike. Challenging much 
conventional opinion, Viteritti argues that the courts 
have failed to adequately protect religious minorities, 
that the rights of the religious are under greater threat 
than those of the secular, and that democracy exacts 
greater compromises and sacrifices from the religious 
than it does from the secular.

The Good News 
Club: The 
Christian Right's 
Stealth Assault 
on America's 
Children

Katherin
e 
Stewart

In 2009, the Good News Club came to the public 
elementary school where journalist Katherine Stewart 
sent her children. The Club, which is sponsored by the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, bills itself as an after-
school program of “Bible study.” But Stewart soon 
discovered that the Club’s real mission is to convert 
children to fundamentalist Christianity and encourage 
them to proselytize to their “unchurched” peers, all the 
while promoting the natural but false impression 
among the children that its activities are endorsed by 
the school. Astonished to discover that the U.S. 
Supreme Court has deemed this—and other forms of 
religious activity in public schools—legal, Stewart set 
off on an investigative journey to dozens of cities and 
towns across the nation to document the impact. In this 
book she demonstrates that there is more religion in 
America’s public schools today than there has been for 
the past 100 years. The movement driving this agenda 
is stealthy. It is aggressive. It has our children in its 
sights. And its ultimate aim is to destroy the system of 
public education as we know it.

American 
Theocracy: The 
Peril and Politics 
of Radical 
Religion, Oil, and 
Borrowed Money 
in the 21st 
Century

Kevin 
Phillips

Phillips takes an uncompromising view of the current 
age of global overreach, fundamentalist religion, 
diminishing resources, and ballooning debt under the 
GOP majority. With an eye to the past and a searing 
vision of the future, Phillips confirms what too many 
Americans are still unwilling to admit about the depth 
of our misgovernment.

The 
Fundamentals of 
Extremism: The 
Christian Right in 
America

Kimberl
y Blaker

The politics, educational policies, and social values 
perpetuated by Christian fundamentalists are exposed 
in this critical perspective on the religious right's role in 
American society. Statistics and studies of the 
movement are offered that provide insight into the 
causes and characteristics of fundamentalism and its 
effects on minority groups including women, children, 
African Americans, gays, and lesbians. Essays from a 
variety of authors consider the path to theocracy, the 
effect of the theology of inerrancy on politics, and the 
state of fundamentalism in the United States after the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Creationism on 
Trial: Evolution 
and God at Little 
Rock

Langdo
n Gilkey

Creationism on Trial is Gilkey's blow-by-blow account 
of his experiences as a witness for the ACLU at the 
1981 creationist trial in Little Rock, AR.

The Devil in 
Dover: An 
Insider's Story of 
Dogma v. Darwin 
in Small Town 
America

Lauri 
Lebo

Local newspaper reporter Lauri Lebo was handed the 
story of a lifetime when the Dover (Pennsylvania) 
School Board adopted a measure to require its ninth-
grade biology students to learn about intelligent 
design. In a case that recalled the famed 1925 Scopes 
“monkey” trial and made international headlines, 
eleven parents sued the school board. When the case 
wound up in federal court before a George W. Bush–
appointed judge, Lebo had a front-row seat. Lebo 
skillfully probes the compelling background of the 
case, introducing us to the plaintiffs, the defendants, 
the lawyers, and a parade of witnesses, along with 
Judge John E. Jones, who would eventually condemn 
the school board’s decision as one of “breathtaking 
inanity.” With the antievolution battle having moved to 
the state level—and the recent passage of state 
legislation that protects the right of schools to teach 
alternatives to evolution—the story will continue to be 
relevant for years to come.

Religion, State 
and the Burger 
Court

Leo 
Pfeffer

In Religion, State and the Burger Court, Leo Pfeffer, 
the leading authority on church/state law, presents a 
trenchant analysis of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court under Chief Justice Warren E. Burger, focusing 
on the Court's interpretation of the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments. These amendments that guarantee the 
separation of church and state and the free exercise of 
religion are fundamental to the unique character of 
democracy as it exists in the United States. However, 
the distinction between affairs of state and the 
concerns of organized religion has become blurred.

The 
Establishment 
Clause, Religion 
and the First 
Amendment

Leonard 
W. Levy

Leonard Levy's classic work examines the 
circumstances that led to the writing of the 
establishment clause of the First Amendment: 
'Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion. . . .' He argues that, contrary 
to popular belief, the framers of the Constitution 
intended to prohibit government aid to religion even on 
an impartial basis. He thus refutes the view of 
'nonpreferentialists,' who interpret the clause as 
allowing such aid provided that the assistance is not 
restricted to a preferred church. For this new edition, 
Levy has added to his original arguments and 
incorporated much new material, including an analysis 
of Jefferson's ideas on the relationship between church 
and state and a discussion of the establishment clause 
cases brought before the Supreme Court since the 
book was originally published in 1986.

God vs The 
Gavel: Religion 
and the Rule of 
Law

Marci 
Hamilto
n

God vs. the Gavel challenges the pervasive 
assumption that all religious conduct deserves 
constitutional protection. While religious conduct 
provides many benefits to society, it is not always 
benign. The thesis of the book is that anyone who 
harms another person should be governed by the laws 
that govern everyone else - and truth be told, religion is 
capable of great harm.

The Search for 
Christian America

Mark 
Noll., 
Nathan 
O. 
Hatch 
and 
George 
M. 
Marsde
n

The Search for Christian America" explores key 
questions raised by the movement asserting the 
Christian heritage of the U.S. and calling for its 
recovery. Through careful historical and contemporary 
analysis, the authors address such issues as: how 
much Christian action is required to make a whole 
society Christian; Puritan New England as case study; 
Christian principles vs. baptised ideology in the 
Revolutionary period; the stumbling block of incorrect 
views of America's history for effective Christian 
involvement in critical public issues; the relationship of 
Christian convictions to political or social agendas; 
learning to think historically as a guard against 
shortsighted or simplistic approaches.

The Myth of 
Christian 
America: What 
You Need to 
Know About the 
Separation of 
Church and State

Mark 
Weldon 
Whitten

Written in an accessible, popular style, Whitten 
provides sound scholarship in defense of the 
exposition of constitutional church-state separation.

Liberty and 
Conscience

Martha 
Nussba
um

The respect for religious difference has formed the 
bedrock of our nation and made equality possible. Yet 
today we are told that “moral values”—code for a 
government shaped by religious concerns—must be 
the keystone of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.

A Wall of 
Separation? 
Debating the 
Public Role of 
Religion

Mary C. 
Segers 
& Ted 
G. Jelen

Should the wall of separation between church and 
state be permeable or inviolable? This question has 
been hotly contested since the nation's founding and 
contentious debates persist today. With a collection of 
the most significant documents and an introduction by 
Clarke E. Cochran that provides the historical context 
of the debate, prominent scholars Mary Segers and 
Ted Jelen debate the impact of organized religion on 
the democratic process, examine its influence on 
political discourse, and discuss its significance for the 
creation of public policy. The authors illuminate the 
constitutional implications of using religion to cultivate 
public morality and discuss the complexities of creating 
a civic-minded citizenry in a pluralistic society.

Religious 
Freedom and the 
Supreme Court

Melissa 
Rogers, 
and 
Steven 
K. 
Green

A completely recast, updated, version of Robert T. 
Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward Benevolent 
Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme Court, 
listed belowA completely recast, updated, version of 
Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward 
Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme 
Court, listed belowA completely recast, updated, 
version of Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, 
Toward Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the 
Supreme Court, listed below

That's Not What 
They Meant! 
Reclaiming 
America's 
Founding Fathers 
from the Right 
Wing

Michael 
Austin

 In That's Not What They Meant! Professor Michael 
Austin examines dozens of books, articles, speeches, 
and radio broadcasts by such figures as Glenn Beck, 
Mark Levin, Sean Hannity, Larry Schweikart, and 
David Barton to expose the deep historical flaws in 
their use of America's founding history. In contrast to 
their misleading method of citing proof texts to serve a 
narrow agenda, Austin allows the Founding Fathers to 
speak for themselves, situating all quotations in the 
proper historical context. What emerges is a true 
historical picture of men who often disagreed with one 
another on such crucial issues as federal power, 
judicial review, and the separation of church and state. 
As Austin shows, the real legacy of the Founding 
Fathers to us is a political process: a system of 
disagreement, debate, and compromise that has kept 
democracy vibrant in America for more than two 
hundred years. Austin's carefully researched and 
rigorously argued book is essential reading for anyone 
seeking the accurate historical background to many of 
the hot-button political debates of today.

The Religious 
Roots of the First 
Amendment: 
Dissenting 
Protestants and 
the Separation of 
Church and State

Nichola
s P. 
Miller

Traditional understandings of the genesis of the 
separation of church and state rest on assumptions 
about "Enlightenment" and the republican ethos of 
citizenship. In The Religious Roots of the First 
Amendment, Nicholas P. Miller does not seek to 
dislodge that interpretation but to augment and enrich 
it by recovering its cultural and discursive religious 
contexts--specifically the discourse of Protestant 
dissent. He argues that commitments by certain 
dissenting Protestants to the right of private judgment 
in matters of Biblical interpretation, an outgrowth of the 
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, helped 
promote religious disestablishment in the early modern 
West. Miller shows that the separation of church and 
state can be read, most persuasively, as the triumph of 
a particular strand of Protestant nonconformity-that 
which stretched back to the Puritan separatist and the 
Restoration sects, rather than to those, like 
Presbyterians, who sought to replace the "wrong" 
church establishment with their own, "right" one. 

The Creator in 
the Courtroom: 
"Scopes II": The 
1981 Arkansas 
Creation-
Evolution Trial

Norman 
Geisler

Written by a creationist, this book is an account of the 
Scopes trial from that perspective, and argues that the 
judge in the case was prejudiced agains creationism 
from the very beginning. 

Storm Center: 
The Supreme 
Court in 
American Politics

O’Brien, 
David M

A terrific introduction to the history and particularly the 
workings of the Supreme Court, although it has very 
little specifically about church and state

God on Trial: 
Dispatches from 
America's 
Religious 
Battlefields

Peter 
Irons

Over the past two decades, federal courts have 
become contentious battlefields in America's growing 
religious wars. Since 1989, five momentous court 
cases have divided communities and the nation. Peter 
Irons, a noted constitutional scholar, lawyer, and author 
of the bestselling May It Please the Court, delivers a 
compelling narrative accompanied by first-person 
accounts from both sides of the fight in these historic 
cases. 

Living the 
Secular Life

Phil 
Zucker
man

Drawing on innovative sociological research, Living the 
Secular Life illuminates this demographic shift with the 
moral convictions that govern secular individuals, 
offering crucial information for the religious and 
nonreligious alike. Living the Secular Life reveals that, 
despite opinions to the contrary, nonreligious 
Americans possess a unique moral code that allows 
them to effectively navigate the complexities of modern 
life. Spiritual self-reliance, clear-eyed pragmatism, and 
an abiding faith in the Golden Rule to adjudicate moral 
decisions: these common principles are shared across 
secular society. Living the Secular Life demonstrates 
these principles in action and points to their usage 
throughout daily life.

Thy Kingdom 
Come: How the 
Religious Right 
Distorts Faith and 
Threatens 
America

Randall 
Balmer

For much of American history, evangelicalism was 
aligned with progressive political causes-the abolition 
of slavery, universal suffrage, and public education. 
But contemporary conservative activists have 
defaulted on this majestic legacy, embracing instead 
an agenda virtually indistinguishable from the 
Republican Party platform. How has evangelical 
Christianity become so entrenched in partisan politics? 
Randall Balmer, an evangelical Christian and a 
historian of American religion, deftly combines 
ethnographic research, theological reflections, and 
historical context to examine the nature of the 
Religious Right today-and offers a rallying cry for 
liberal Christians to reclaim the noble traditions of their 
faith.

First Freedom: 
The Fight for 
Religious Liberty

Randall 
Balmer, 
Lee 
Grogerg 
& Mark 
Mabry

In the sweltering summer of 1789, James Madison 
penned sixteen words in spare prose that became the 
First Amendment to the United States Constitution. 
Herein the founding fathers of a young government 
pledged separation of church and state, thus 
guaranteeing religious freedom for its citizens and 
establishing a free marketplace for religion in the 
United States. Utterly unprecedented in Western 
history, this construction of a government without the 
interlocking authority of religion set a new course for 
faith and politics and has produced a vibrant religious 
culture unmatched anywhere in the world. First 
Freedom details the progression of religious liberty 
from pilgrims and Puritans to the creation of the Bill of 
Rights and how it shaped a new nation. 

Close Encounters 
with the Religious 
Right: Journeys 
into the Twilight 
Zone of Religion 
and Politics

Rob 
Boston

What does Pat Robertson's Christian Coalition really 
want? What secret agenda lies behind radio counselor 
James Dobson's Focus on the Family? Who are the 
Promise Keepers and what are their ultimate goals? 
Why do so many leaders of the religious right engage 
in gay bashing? What would these groups do to our 
public school system, or to our government, if they 
were in power? Close Encounters with the Religious 
Right takes you behind the scenes to answer these 
questions and gives the reader a rare glimpse of a 
world the average American may not even realize 
exists.

James Madison 
on Religious 
Liberty

Robert 
Alley

This long-overdue volume is the only one of its kind 
containing all of Madison's religious writings, as well as 
new contributions by leading scholars. Madison's 
writings assume even more importance to thoughtful 
Americans as the Supreme Court continues to decide 
issues of school prayer, and as the Moral Majority tries 
to desecularize American public and private life. 
Imagine an America without the Bill of Rights, without 
the Constitution. This image of our nation, existing 
without these two foundations of freedom, justice, and 
inquiry, assaults the imagination, for these two 
documents are the fuel that runs the republic. What is 
even more remarkable is that their primary author was 
one man - James Madison.

The Most 
Dangerous Man 
in America? 

Robert 
Boston

Televangelist Pat Robertson has built one of the most 
powerful religious-political movements in American 
history. His Christian Coalition - with its '700 Club' 
broadcasting fundamentalism tinged with right-wing 
politics to an audience of millions, its American Center 
for Law and Justice legal action group attempting to 
impose far-right Christian ideas via the courts, and the 
growing number of graduates from its Regents 
University - wields a mighty sword within the 
Republican party in at least 25 states while GOP 
national leaders and presidential hopefuls court its 
favour. Despite his power, many Americans are not 
aware of Robertson's extreme political views or his 
goals for the United States. This book examines the 
role Robertson plays in contemporary politics and his 
efforts to influence American society through his 
various political organisations, businesses, and 
broadcast empire.

Why the 
Religious Right is 
Wrong about 
Separation of 
Church and State

Robert 
Boston

Award-winning journalist Robert Boston lambastes the 
zealots of the Religious Right for spreading 
misinformation about the constitutional principle of the 
separation of church and state. Boston reveals how a 
band of ultraconservative religious groups with a 
political agenda - led primarily by televangelist Pat 
Robertson - is conducting a systematic war aginst the 
separation of church and state. The tactics of these 
groups are designed to exploit unfounded fears and 
turn the American people against the separationist 
principle. To expose the Religious Right's blatant 
distortions of U.S. history and correct its skewed 
analysis of legal rulings, Boston objectively reviews the 
evolution of church/state relations in the United States 
and looks at how the separation principle has been 
applied by the courts. He also examines efforts by 
sectarian groups to win government support for their 
schools, the school prayer issue, the history of the free 
exercise of religion, and the controversial role of 
religion in the public square.

Queering 
Christianity: 
Finding a Place 
at the Table for 
LGBTQI 
Christians

Robert 
E. 
Shore-
Goss et. 
Al.

Through essays by noted lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer or questioning, and intersex 
(LGBTQI) religion scholars, this important compilation 
summarizes the history and current status of LGBTQI 
theology, exploring its relationship to the policies, 
practices, and theology of traditional Christianity. 
Contributors contrast the "radically inclusive" thinking 
of LGBTQI theology with the "exclusivity" practiced by 
many Christian churches, explaining the reasoning of 
each and clarifying contentious issues. At the same 
time, the book highlights ways in which "queer" 
theology and practice benefit Christian congregations. 
Writing from the perspective of grassroots Christian 
LGBTQI movements, many of the contributors draw 
upon their own experiences. Equally important, the 
work creates the basis for dialogue between traditional 
churches and followers of LGBTQI theology, offering 
practical suggestions for Christian congregations that 
wish to put aside exclusionary policies and practices.

Toward 
Benevolent 
Neutrality: 
Church, State, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Robert 
Miller. 
and 
Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

Presents the text of virtually every significant Supreme 
Court decision concerning religious freedom and 
separation of church and state. Also included are 
essays interpreting the historical background and legal 
issues involved in each case, beginning with the 
principal events leading to the adoption of the First 
Amendment.

Without a Prayer: 
Religious 
Expression in 
Public Schools

Robert 
S. Alley

This is the first thorough examination of school prayer 
to bring together the experiences of parents and 
children involved in contesting public school 
sanctioned prayer and Bible reading. Alley explores the 
way in which terms like "nonpreferentialism," 
"toleration" and "accommodation" are being used to 
hide violations of the First Amendment. Personal 
interviews were conducted with those involved in 
seven prominent cases. Each story challenges 
communities that impose the mores and cultural 
patterns of religion on their public schools. The result, 
in most instances, has been angry protests as well as 
threats against parents and children, and/or property 
damage.

Red State 
Religion: Faith 
and Politics in 
America's 
Heartland

Robert 
Wuthno
w

In Red State Religion, Robert Wuthnow tells the story 
of religiously motivated political activism in Kansas 
from territorial days to the present. He examines how 
faith mixed with politics as both ordinary Kansans and 
leaders such as John Brown, Carrie Nation, William 
Allen White, and Dwight Eisenhower struggled over the 
pivotal issues of their times, from slavery and 
Prohibition to populism and anti-communism. Beyond 
providing surprising new explanations of why Kansas 
became a conservative stronghold, the book sheds 
new light on the role of religion in red states across the 
Midwest and the United States. Contrary to recent 
influential accounts, Wuthnow argues that Kansas 
conservatism is largely pragmatic, not ideological, and 
that religion in the state has less to do with politics and 
contentious moral activism than with relationships 
between neighbors, friends, and fellow churchgoers. 

The Necessity of 
Secularism

Ronald 
A. 
Lindsey

For the first time in human history, a significant 
percentage of the world’s population no longer 
believes in God. This is especially true in developed 
nations, where in some societies nonbelievers now 
outnumber believers. Unless religion collapses 
completely, or undergoes a remarkable resurgence, 
countries across the globe must learn to carefully and 
effectively manage this societal mix of religious and 
irreligious. For in a world already deeply riven by 
sectarian conflict, this unprecedented demographic 
shift presents yet another challenge to humanity. 
Writing in an engaging, accessible style, philosopher 
and lawyer Ronald A. Lindsay develops a tightly 
crafted argument for secularism—specifically, that in a 
religiously pluralistic society, a robust, thoroughgoing 
secularism is the only reliable means of preserving 
meaningful democracy and rights of conscience.

To Defend the 
Constitution: 
Religion, 
Conscientious 
Objection, 
Naturalization, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

The story of people who were denied citizenship 
because they were conscientious objectors to war and 
how they fought their battles in the Supreme Court.

That Godless 
Court? Supreme 
Court Decisions 
on Church-State 
Relationships

Ronald 
Flowers

The "religious clause" of the First Amendment, 
seemingly simple and clear, has been and continues to 
be controversial in its application. In this book, Flowers 
explains the Court's thinking, clarifying for readers the 
decisions that have been built on or that have altered 
previous positions.

The Majesty of 
the Law: 
Reflections of a 
Supreme Court 
Justice

Sandra 
Day 
O'Conn
or

Not about church and state, but a readable introduction 
to the Supreme Court, its procedures and some of the 
issues it faces. 

God's Profits: 
Faith, Fraud and 
the Republican 
Crusade for 
Values Voters

Sarah 
Posner

Keenly observed and meticulously reported, "God's 
Profits" examines the unholy alliance between a new 
breed of corrupt televangelists and the Republican 
Party, which is eagerly courting "values voters" in the 
nation's largest megachurches. Author Sarah Posner 
exposes the activities of Kenneth Copeland, John 
Hagee, Rod Parsley, T.D. Jakes, and other politically 
connected, skillfully marketed, and increasingly 
influential religious leaders. Preaching the "prosperity 
gospel"???the notion that faith and tithing alone can 
ensure financial security???both in their churches and 
over the airwaves, these charismatic leaders scam the 
gullible even as they enjoy unprecedented access to 
top Bush Administration officials. 

Sexual 
Orientation and 
Human Rights in 
American 
Religious 
Discourse

Saul M. 
Olyan & 
Martha 
C. 
Nussba
um

Sexual orientation is a topic of intense debate within 
America's religious traditions. These discussions have 
had a significant impact on the formation of public 
policy, as speakers who locate themselves squarely 
within religious traditions have articulated positions on 
both sides in recent arguments concerning gays in the 
military, civil rights protections for gays and lesbians, 
gay marriage, parenting and foster parenting, and 
benefits for partners of gay and lesbian employees of 
major corporations and institutions. This volume, which 
stems from a 1995 conference at Brown University, 
aims to promote both academic and public 
understanding of the different positions that exist on 
sexual orientation and its public policy dimensions 
within four major American religious traditions. Writers 
from within the Jewish community, the Roman Catholic 
church, Mainline Protestant churches, and African-
American churches explore the history and tradition of 
their communities on same-sex orientation, discuss the 
moral stance they advocate, and consider the legal 
and public policy implications of that stance. For each 
of these traditions, two opposing views are 
represented, and a respondent frames the issue in a 
larger context. The book concludes with essays by 
Michael McConnell and Andrew Koppelman exploring 
how our society might find a modus vivendi in a state 
position of neutrality on the moral status of 
homosexuality.

Attack of the 
Theocrats! How 
the Religious 
Right Harms Us 
All- And What We 
Can Do About It

Sean 
Fairclot
h

At no time in American history has the United States 
had such a high percentage of theocratic members of 
Congress--those who expressly endorse religious bias 
in law. Just as ominously, at no other time have 
religious fundamentalists effectively had veto power 
over one of the country's two major political parties. As 
Sean Faircloth argues, this has led to the crumbling of 
the country's most cherished founding principle--the 
wall separating church and state--and presages even 
more crumbling.

Ellery's Protest: 
How One Young 
Man Defied 
Tradition and 
Sparked the 
Battle Over 
School Prayer

Stephen 
D. 
Solomo
n

Tells the fascinating personal and legal drama of the 
Schempp case: the family’s struggle against the ugly 
reactions of neighbors, and the impassioned courtroom 
clashes as brilliant lawyers on both sides argued about 
the meaning of religious freedom. But Schempp was 
not the only case challenging religious exercises in the 
schools at the time, and Ellery’s Protest describes the 
race to the Supreme Court among the attorneys for 
four such cases. Solomon also explores the political, 
cultural, and religious roots of the controversy. 

The Bible, The 
School and the 
Constitution: The 
Clash that 
Shaped Modern 
Church-State 
Doctrine

Steven 
K. 
Green

Draws attention to an often overlooked nineteenth 
century that remains relevant to today's church-state 
debate
Offers historical as well as legal perspectives on a 
crucial episode in American history
Extensively documented from primary sources

Freethinkers: A 
History of 
American 
Secularism

Susan 
Jacoby

At a time when the separation of church and state is 
under attack as never before, Freethinkers offers a 
powerful defense of the secularist heritage that gave 
Americans the first government in the world founded 
not on the authority of religion but on the bedrock of 
human reason. In impassioned, elegant prose, 
celebrated author Susan Jacoby traces more than two 
hundred years of secularist activism, beginning with 
the fierce debate over the omission of God from the 
Constitution. Moving from nineteenth-century 
abolitionism and suffragism through the twentieth 
century's civil liberties, civil rights, and feminist 
movements, Freethinkersilluminates the neglected 
achievements of secularists who, allied with tolerant 
believers, have led the battle for reform in the past and 
today.

The Age of 
American 
Unreason

Susan 
Jacoby

A cultural history of the last forty years, The Age of 
American Unreason focuses on the convergence of 
social forces-usually treated as separate entities-that 
has created a perfect storm of anti-rationalism. These 
include the upsurge of religious fundamentalism, with 
more political power today than ever before; the failure 
of public education to create an informed citizenry; and 
the triumph of video over print culture. Sparing neither 
the right nor the left, Jacoby asserts that Americans 
today have embraced a universe of “junk thought” that 
makes almost no effort to separate fact from opinion.

The First 
Freedoms: 
Church and State 
in America to the 
Passage of the 
First Amendment

Thomas 
Curry

Is government forbidden to assist all religions equally, 
as the Supreme Court has held? Or does the First 
Amendment merely ban exclusive aid to one religion, 
as critics of the Court assert? The First Freedoms 
studies the church-state context of colonial and 
revolutionary America to present a bold new reading of 
the historical meaning of the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment. Synthesizing and interpreting a 
wealth of evidence from the founding of Virginia to the 
passage of the Bill of Rights, including everything 
published in America before 1791, Thomas Curry 
traces America's developing ideas on religious liberty 
and offers the most extensive investigation ever of the 
historical origins and background of the First 
Amendment's religion clauses.

The Age of 
Reason

Thomas 
Paine

Of all the tyrannies that affect mankind, tyranny in 
religion is the worst," declared Thomas Paine, adding, 
"every other species of tyranny is limited to the world 
we live in; but this attempts to stride beyond the grave, 
and seeks to pursue us into eternity." Paine's years of 
study and reflection on the role of religion in society 
culminated with his final work, The Age of Reason. 
This coolly reasoned polemic influenced religious 
thinking throughout the world at the dawn of the 
nineteenth century, and its resonance remains 
undiminished by time.
The selfsame humanist and egalitarian views that 
made Paine a popular figure of the American 
Revolution brought him into frequent conflict with 
political authorities. Parts of The Age of Reason were 
written in a French jail, where Paine was confined for 
his opposition to the execution of Louis XVI. An atack 
on revealed religion from the deist point of view — 
embodied by Paine's credo, "I believe in one God, and 
no more" — this work undertakes a hitherto unheard-of 
approach to Bible study. Its critical and objective 
examination of Old and New Testatments cites 
nemerous contradictions as evidence against literal 
interpretations of the text. Well articulated and 
eminently readable, The Age of Reason is a classic of 
free thought.

Founding Faith: 
Providence, 
Politics, and the 
Birth of Religious 
Freedom in 
America

Waldma
n, 
Steven

Waldman lays out the debate between the 
accommodationists and separationists and then details 
the activities and beliefs of the Founding Fathers to 
see who of the contemporary disputants is right. He 
comes down in favor of the separationists, but he is fair 
to each side and helps the student understand the 
nature of the debate and where it comes from. 

The First Liberty, 
Religion and the 
American 
Republic

William 
Lee 
Miller

Though many claim the United States to be a 
"Christian Nation," Miller provides a fascinatingly vivid 
account of the philosophical skirmishes and political 
machinations that led to the "wall of separation" 
between church and state. That famous phrase is 
Jefferson's, though it does not appear in the 
Declaration of Independence nor in the Constitution. 
But Miller follows this seminal idea from three great 
standard-bearers of religious liberty: Jefferson, 
Madison, and Roger Williams. Jefferson, who wrote 
the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, the 
precursor of the First Amendment of the Constitution; 
James Madison, who was politically responsible for 
Virginia's acceptance of religious liberty and who, a 
few years later, helped draft the Bill of Rights; and the 
even earlier figure, the radical dissenter Roger 
Williams, who propounded the idea of religious 
freedom not as a rational secularist but out of a deeply 
held spiritual faith. 

Church and State 
in American 
History, 3rd 
Edition

Wilson, 
John F. 
and 
Donald 
L. 
Drakem
an

Presents chronologically-organized chapters that 
include selections from documents like colonial 
charters, opinions of the Supreme Court and salient 
legislation, along with contemporary commentary, and 
incisive interpretations of the issues by modern 
scholars. Figures as divergent as John Winthrop, John 
F. Kennedy, and Sandra Day O’Connor speak from 
these pages as directly as Paul Blanshard, Leon 
Higginbotham, John Courtney Murray, and Robert 
Bellah. Church and State in American History 
addresses the difficult relationships among the political 
and religious structures of our society and the 
emergence of an American solution to the church-state 
problem.



Title Author Description
Visions of 
Reality- What 
Fundamentalist 
Schools Teach

Albert J. 
Menend
ez

Although a majority of Americans have repeatedly 
shown in referendum elections and opinion polls that 
they oppose tax support for nonpublic schools, 
fundamentalist leaders and their political lobbies are 
putting increasing pressure on Congress and state 
legislatures to compel taxpayers to support sectarian 
private schools through "vouchers" or "tuition tax 
credits," under the deceptive banner of "school 
choice." Albert J. Menendez has carefully examined 
the most widely used history, English, and science 
textbooks in fundamentalist private schools. He 
documents the fact that these schools promote 
prejudice against people of other faiths, distort history, 
derogate our literary heritage, cast science in a bad 
light, and otherwise indoctrinate children with "visions 
of reality" that are incompatible with public tax support.

Religion and the 
Public Schools

Anne 
Marie 
Lofaso

Religion in the Public Schools: A Road Map for 
Avoiding Lawsuits and Respecting Parents’ Legal 
Rights is designed to help. This handy 129-page book, 
written by Associate Professor of Law Anne Marie 
Lofaso of West Virginia University, examines what the 
courts have said about many religion-in-school 
controversies and provides clear, concise answers to 
common questions. Fully referenced and 
footnoted, Religion in the Public Schools is the perfect 
guide for anyone seeking to better navigate the 
intersection between religion and public education.

Why We Still 
Need Public 
Schools

Art Must 
Jr.

Two cornerstones of American democracy - separation 
of church and state, and public schools - are under 
increasing attack. As this collection of essays, written 
by some of America's leading educators, political 
figures, and advocates of religious liberty shows, 
universal public education and the separation of 
church and state are related. The eminent contributors 
to this book argue that we need to defend both 
institutions against increasing onslaughts by the 
Religious Right and other self-proclaimed arbiters of 
societal behavior, who seek to dictate public policy and 
who are labeling the public schools themselves as 
"immoral" institutions. At issue here is not whether 
public schools need to be improved. It is assumed that 
improvement is necessary.

Piety & Politics: 
The Right Wing 
Assault on 
Religious 
Freedom

Barry 
Lynn

In the wake of the 2004 presidential election, the 
Religious Right insisted that George Bush had been 
handed a mandate for an ideology-based social 
agenda, including the passage of a “marriage 
amendment” to ban same-sex unions, diversion of tax 
money to religious groups through “faith-based 
initiatives,” the teaching of creationism in public 
schools, and restrictions on abortion. Led by an 
aggressive band of television preachers and extremist 
radio personalities, the Religious Right set its sights on 
demolishing the wall of separation between church and 
state. The Reverend Barry Lynn is a devout Christian, 
but he argues that politicians need to stop looking to 
the Bible to justify their actions and should consult 
another source instead: the U.S. Constitution. 

First Freedom 
First: A Citizen's 
Guide to 
Protecting 
Religious Liberty 
and Separation of 
Church and State

Barry 
Lynn & 
C. 
Welton 
Gaddy

The United States is the most religiously diverse nation 
in the world, due in large part to the clauses of the First 
Amendment that guarantee freedom for and from 
religion. But as we debate displaying Christmas trees 
at city hall and the Ten Commandments in the 
courthouse, we must ask: in what other ways is our 
religious liberty being compromised. In First Freedom 
First, with clear language and recognizable examples, 
two of the most trusted voices on church-state 
separation address head-on the many areas where 
religion and politics overlap, with consequences for all 
Americans.

The Right to 
Religious Liberty: 
The Basic ACLU 
Guide to 
Religious Rights

Barry 
Lynn, 
Marc D. 
Stern, 
and 
Oliver 
S. 
Thomas

This revised and updated edition of The Right to 
Religious Liberty sets forth an individual’s religious 
rights under present law, offering suggestions as to 
how they can be preserved and protected. (A bit 
dated-1995- but otherwise a good resource)

  Journal of 
Church and State

Baylor 
Universi
ty

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Pray the Gay 
Away: The 
Extraordinary 
Lives of Bible 
Belt Gays

Bernade
tte 
Barton

While some areas of the Unites States have made 
tremendous progress in securing rights for gay people, 
Bible Belt states lag behind. In Pray the Gay Away, 
Bernadette Barton argues that conventions of small 
town life, rules which govern Southern manners, and 
the power wielded by Christian institutions serve as a 
foundation for both passive and active homophobia in 
the Bible Belt. She explores how conservative 
Christian ideology reproduces homophobic attitudes 
and shares how Bible Belt gays negotiate these 
attitudes in their daily lives. Drawing on the remarkable 
stories of Bible Belt gays, Barton brings to the fore 
their thoughts, experiences and hard-won insights to 
explore the front lines of our national culture war over 
marriage, family, hate crimes, and equal rights. 

To Serve God 
and Wal-Mart: 
The Making of 
Christian Free 
Enterprise

Bethany 
Ellen 
Moreton

In the decades after World War II, evangelical 
Christianity nourished America’s devotion to free 
markets, free trade, and free enterprise. The history of 
Wal-Mart uncovers a complex network that united Sun 
Belt entrepreneurs, evangelical employees, Christian 
business students, overseas missionaries, and free-
market activists. Through the stories of people linked 
by the world’s largest corporation, Bethany Moreton 
shows how a Christian service ethos powered 
capitalism at home and abroad.

Moral Minority: 
Our Skeptical 
Founding Fathers

Brooke 
Allen

In her lively refutation of modern claims about 
America's religious origins, Brooke Allen looks back at 
the late eighteenth century and shows decisively that 
the United States was founded not on Christian 
principles at all but on Enlightenment ideas. Moral 
Minority presents a powerful case that the unique legal 
framework the Founding Fathers created was 
designed according to the humanist ideals of 
Enlightenment thinkers: God entered the picture only 
as a very minor player, and Jesus Christ was 
conspicuous by his absence. The guiding spirit of the 
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. 
Constitution, Ms. Allen explains, was not Jesus Christ 
but John Locke. In direct and accessible prose, she 
provides fascinating chapters on the religious lives of 
the six men she considers the key Founding Fathers: 
Franklin, Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, and Hamilton. Far from being the 
conventional pious Christians we too often imagine, 
these men were skeptical intellectuals, in some cases 
not even Christians at all.

The Battle over 
School Prayer: 
How Engel v. 
Vitale Changed 
America

Bruce J. 
Dierenfi
eld

Bruce Dierenfield has written a concise and readable 
guide to the first and still most important case that 
addressed the constitutionality of prayer in public 
schools. The 22-word recitation in a Long Island school 
that was challenged in Engel v. Vitale was hardly 
denominational not even overtly Christian but a handful 
of parents saw it as a violation of the First 
Amendment's proscription again the establishment of 
religion. The case forced the Supreme Court to take a 
stand on Jefferson's "wall of separation" between 
church and state. When it did so, the Court declared 
that by endorsing the prayer recitation no matter how 
brief, non-denominational, or voluntary the Long Island 
school board had unconstitutionally approved the 
establishment of religion in school. Writing with 
impeccable fairness and sensitivity, Dierenfield sets his 
account of the Engel decision in the larger historical 
and political context, citing battles over a wide range of 
religious activities in public schools throughout 
American history. Through interviews with many of the 
participants, he also reveals the large price paid by the 
plaintiffs and their children, who were frequently 
harassed both during and after the trial. 

Religious 
Fundamentalisms 
and the Human 
Rights of Women

C. 
Howlan
d

Dialogue on the conflict between religious 
fundamentalism and women's rights is often stymied 
by an 'all or nothing' approach: fundamentalists claim 
of absolute religious freedom, while some feminists 
dismiss religion entirely as being so imbued with 
patriarchy as to be eternally opposed to women's 
rights. This ignores, though, the experiences of 
religious women who suffer under fundamentalism and 
fight to resist it, perceiving themselves to be at once 
religious and feminist. In Religious Fundamentalisms 
and the Human Rights of Women , Howland provides a 
forum for these different scholars, both religious and 
nonreligious, to meet and seek common ground in their 
fight against fundamentalism. Through an examination 
of international human rights, national law, grass roots 
activism, and theology, this volume explores the acute 
problems that contemporary fundamentalist 
movements pose for women's equality and liberty 
rights.

Liars for Jesus: 
The Religious 
Right's Alternate 
Version of 
American History

Chris 
Rodda

Liars for Jesus debunks many of the historical lies 
invented and used by the Christian nationalist history 
revisionists in their efforts to further their far right 
political agenda and destroy the wall of separation 
between church and state in America. Liars for Jesus 
is not a book about religion. It is a history book, 
presenting and fully documenting the true stories and 
historical facts that are distorted in the "Christian 
nation" pseudo-history promoted by the religious right.

Wrapped in the 
Flag

Claire 
Conner

Claire Conner’s award-winning memoir, Wrapped in 
the Flag (Beacon Press 2013, 2014) weaves her  
intimate personal stories with the history of the 1960s, 
70s, and 80s. She chronicles her parents’ obsession 
with radical right-wing politics embodied in the John 
Birch Society, the most powerful  anti-Communist, anti-
government, populist movement of the 20th century

Nonbeliever 
Nation: The Rise 
of Secular 
Americans

David 
Niose

Today, one in five Americans are nonbelievers―a 
rapidly growing group at a time when traditional 
Christian churches are dwindling in numbers. Still we 
see almost none of them openly serving in elected 
office, while many others continue to loudly proclaim 
the falsehood of America as a Christian nation. David 
Niose calls for nonreligious Americans from all 
backgrounds to step out of the shadows and signal 
their opposition to the long-dominant Religious Right. 
Exploring all the hot-button issues that divide the 
country―from gay marriage to education policy to 
contentious church-state battles―he shows how 
Secular Americans―a group comprised not just of 
atheists and agnostics, but lapsed Catholics, secular 
Jews, and millions of others who have walked away 
from organized religion―are mobilizing and forming 
groups all over the country (even atheist clubs in Bible-
belt high schools) to challenge the exaltation of religion 
in American politics and public life. 

Original Intent: 
Chief Justice 
Rehnquist and 
the Course of 
American 
Church/State 
Relations

Derek 
Davis

Contemporary debate in the area of church/state 
relations centers around the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment: "Congress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of religion [the 
Establishment Clause] or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof [the Free Exercise Clause]." Original Intent is a 
readable and objective summary of the views of Chief 
Justice Rehnquist and an enlightening treatise on the 
future of church/state relations in America.

Roger Williams: 
Prophet of Liberty

Edwin 
C. 
Gaustad

Roger Williams chronicles the life of one of the most 
remarkable forefathers in American history. A true 
revolutionary, this devout Puritan championed Native 
American rights; wrote treatises on equal rights, flag 
desecration, and the separation of church and state; 
established the first American settlement based on 
total religious toleration--and he lived more than a 
century before independence, when America was still a 
vast wilderness! Williams went on to adopt adult 
baptism and founded the first Baptist church in 
America. He became president of Rhode Island colony 
in 1654, served as captain in the defense of 
Providence during King Philip's War, and continued to 
write and preach passionately for religious tolerance 
and Native American rights until his death in 1683.

Proclaim Liberty 
Throughout the 
Land: A History of 
Church and State 
in America

Edwin 
Gaustad

In this volume, one of the most distinguished scholars 
of American religious history traces the complicated 
relationship of church and state from the early colonial 
period, through the unique American experiment in 
religious liberty after the Revolution, to the ongoing 
debate over religious issues in our schools and 
communities. Edwin Gaustad relates entertaining and 
edifying accounts of headline-grabbing court trials 
involving polygamy, witchcraft, and church taxation. He 
quotes moving passages from the speeches and 
writings of American Presidents and Supreme Court 
justices to prove that, to paraphrase Michelangelo, 
"religious liberty is made up of a series of trifles, but 
religious liberty is no trifle."

Faith of the 
Founders: 
Religion and the 
New Nation, 
1776-1826

Edwin 
S. 
Gaustad

Edwin Gaustad provides a careful consideration of the 
developing relationship between religion and the state 
after the American Revolution. With concise focus on 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, 
George Washington, and John Adams, Gaustad 
identifies seven varying―sometimes 
contrary―perspectives on religion that guided the 
nation's founders. Faith of the Founders shows how 
these figures possessed an intuitive understanding of 
religion that helped nourish a young country. This brief 
but insightful book offers a look into the founding 
fathers' genius―and points to a way forward through 
the ideological boundaries that threaten to upend the 
daily doings of American government today.

With God on 
Their Side: How 
Christian 
Fundamentalists 
Trampled 
Science, Policy 
and Democracy 
in George W. 
Bush's White 
House

Esther 
Kaplan

When asked which single issue most affected their 
vote in the last presidential election, more than one in 
five Americans said “moral values”—and 78 percent of 
these voters chose to reelect President George W. 
Bush. As Esther Kaplan shows in her richly detailed 
investigation, it’s no wonder the Christian right voted 
for Bush in droves—their loyal support in 2000 
produced fantastic results. While organizations that 
offer abortion counseling and services or help to 
prevent HIV see their funds cut, church groups receive 
millions in federal dollars to promote sexual abstinence 
and marriage (provided, of course, it is heterosexual). 
Bush has appointed a Christian right dream team to 
the federal courts, dedicated to tearing down what one 
such judge calls “the so-called separation of church 
and state. Religious zeal even shapes Bush’s foreign 
policy, as Christian belief in the end times spurs the 
administration’s support for hard-line policies in Israel.

Evolution vs. 
Creationism

Eugenie 
C. Scott

More than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the 
debate over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.

The Separation 
of Church and 
State: Writings on 
a Fundamental 
Freedom by 
America's 
Founders

Forrest 
Church

A primer of essential writings about one of the 
cornerstones of our democracy by the original authors 
of the Constitution, edited by preeminant liberal 
theologian Forrest Church. Americans will never stop 
debating the question of church-state separation, and 
such debates invariably lead back to the nation’s 
beginnings and the founders’ intent. The Separation of 
Church and State presents a basic collection of the 
founders’ teachings on this topic. This concise primer 
gets past the rhetoric that surrounds the current 
debate, placing the founders’ vivid writings on religious 
liberty in historical perspective. Edited and with running 
commentary by Forrest Church, this important 
collection informs anyone curious about the original 
blueprint for our country and its government.

Separation of 
Church and 
State: Founding 
Principle of 
Religious Liberty

Frank 
Lambert

Frank Lambert tackles the central claims of the 
Religious Right "historians" who insist that America 
was conceived as a "Christian State," that modern-day 
"liberals" and "secularists" have distorted and/or 
ignored the place of religion in American history, and 
that the phrase "the separation of church and state" 
does not appear in any of the founding documents and 
is, therefore, a myth created by the Left. He discusses 
what separates "bad" history from "good" history, and 
concludes that the self-styled "historians" of the 
Religious Right create a "useful past" that enlists the 
nation's founders on behalf of present-day 
conservative religious and political causes. The result 
of a politicized religious history exposes the Religious 
Right "history" as fabrications and half-truths. In fact, 
one of the foundational principles of the Constitution is 
that of separation as the key to safeguarding freedom: 
separation of powers, separation of federal and state 
governments, and separation of church and state.

Religious 
Expression and 
the American 
Constitution

Frankly
n 
Haiman

In the current environment and fervor for “homeland 
security,” personal freedoms in exchange for security 
are coming under more scrutiny. Among these 
guaranteed freedoms are the protection of religious 
expression given by the U.S. Constitution and the 
constitutional prohibitions against behaviors that 
violate the separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.

Eternal Hostility: 
The Struggle 
Between 
Theocracy and 
Democracy

Frederic
k 
Clarkso
n

What is behind the violence against abortion clinics, 
attacks on gays and lesbians and the growing power of 
the religious right? Frederick Clarkson makes it clear 
that beyond the bombers and assassins who 
sometimes make news, is a growing, if not well 
understood, movement that encompasses Pat 
Robertson's Christian Coalition, the Unification Church 
of Sun Myung Moon and the Promise Keepers--the 
lead agency of the so-called Christian men's 
movement. Clarkson exposes the wild card of the 
"theology of vigilantism" which urges the enforcement 
of "God's law" and argues for fundamentalist revolution 
against constitutional democracy. 

Setting the 
Record Straight: 
Response to 
Misconceptions 
About Public 
Education in the 
US

Gerald 
Bracey

Gerald Bracey knows there are three kinds of lies in 
education policy: lies, damned lies, and the statistics 
that reactionary reformers tout as evidence in favor of 
dismantling our public schools. In this second and 
substantially updated edition of the hard-hitting Setting 
the Record Straight, Bracey goes toe-to-toe with the 
opponents of quality public education. You'll learn how 
to discredit them in your own discussions by using the 
very logic and statistical analyses they purport to have 
on their side. In this series of smart, forceful analyses, 
Bracey homes in on specific topics like vouchers, 
school funding, and comparisons to international test 
scores, themes around which agitators have created a 
host of mythological American school failures from the 
flimsiest of evidence. Each essay begins with a 
question you might commonly hear in conversation 
about these alleged shortcomings, to which Bracey 
provides a brief, sound- byte-ready rebuttal. Then he 
follows it up with a full-length explanation, replete with 
statistical data and talking points that fully support his 
assertions-and silence those who would undermine 
education with disinformation.

Not in Our 
Classrooms

Glenn 
Branch 
& 
Eugenie 
C. Scott

Where did the concept of intelligent design originate? 
How does it connect with, and conflict with, various 
religious beliefs? Should we teach the controversy 
itself in our science classrooms? In clear and lively 
essays, a team of experts answers these questions 
and many more, describing the history of the intelligent 
design movement and the lack of scientific support for 
its claims. Most importantly, the contributors—
authorities on the scientific, legal, educational, and 
theological problems of intelligent design-speak 
specifically to teachers and parents about the need to 
defend the integrity of science education by keeping 
intelligent design out of science curriculums. 

Lowering the 
Wall: Religion 
and the Supreme 
Court in the 
1980s

Gregg 
Ivers

Convinced that church-state law under the Supreme 
Court during the 1980s took "a giant-and unwelcome 
step--backward," Gregg Ivers's book explores the 
changing relationship between religion and the state. 
Those looking for a neutral account of this relationship 
should look elsewhere. This book, commissioned by 
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, is a liberal's 
response to use of the courts by "[r]eligious 
conservatives, encouraged by the election of Ronald 
Reagan," to create a "broad wave of conservative 
religious populism" in pursuit of school prayer, financial 
assistance for parochial institutions and equal access 
to public school facilities for student religious clubs.

The Oxford 
Companion to the 
Supreme Court of 
the United States

Hall, 
Kermit L

Not about church and state, but a great resource book 
on the Court.

The Journal of 
Law and Religion

Hamline 
Universi
ty Law 
School

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Religion on Trial: 
How Supreme 
Court Trends 
Threaten 
Freedom of 
Conscience in 
America

Hammo
nd, 
Philip 
E., 
David 
W. 
Machac
ek and 
Eric 
Michael 
Mazur

A powerful indictment of the current Supreme Court, 
arguing the regressive justices are not faithful to the 
Constitution and thereby endanger religious freedom.

The Godless 
Constitution: The 
Case Against 
Religious 
Correctness

Isaac 
Krammi
k & R. 
Lawrenc
e Moore

The Godless Constitution is an urgent and timely 
reexamination of the roots of church-state separation 
in American politics - and a ringing refutation of the 
misguided claims of the religious right. In this important 
polemic two distinguished scholars of American 
political ideas and religion refute this dangerous 
attempt to introduce what they term "religious 
correctness" into our politics, by reminding us that the 
absence of any mention of God in the Constitution was 
a conscious action on the framers' part, intended to 
prevent the bloody religious controversies that so 
marked European history. They also emphasize that 
church-state separation was seen as a guarantee of - 
not a hindrance to - religions liberty. Fully respecting 
the importance of religion in the public sphere, yet 
forthright in defining proper limits, The Godless 
Constitution offers a bracing return to the first 
principles of American democracy - and a guide to 
keeping them intact in the forthcoming presidential 
campaign.

Holy Hullabaloos: 
A Road Trip to 
the Battlegrounds 
of the Church-
State Wars

J. D. 
Wexler

After ten years spent riddling over the intricacies of 
church/state law from the ivory tower, law professor 
Jay Wexler decided it was high time to hit the road to 
learn what really happened in some of the most 
controversial Supreme Court cases involving this hot-
button issue. In Holy Hullabaloos, he takes us along for 
the ride, crossing the country to meet the people and 
visit the places responsible for landmark decisions in 
recent judicial history, from a high school football field 
where fans once recited prayers before kickoff to a 
Santeria church notorious for animal sacrifice, from a 
publicly funded Muslim school to a creationist 
museum. Wexler's no-holds-barred approach to 
investigating famous church/state brouhahas is as 
funny as it is informative.

Far Right 
Fantasy: A 
Sociology of 
American 
Religion and 
Politics

James 
Aho

Far-Right Fantasy is a straight-forward, jargon-free 
study of contemporary American right-wing extremism. 
The book addresses the strengths and weaknesses of 
the standard psycho-social-cultural explanations of far-
right activism. It shows how extremists are similar 
educationally and psychologically to their more 
conventional neighbors; that they get into the 
movement in the same way that others become peace 
activists or radical environmentalists, namely, through 
their ties with fellow workers and church-goers, family 
members, and classmates; and that their views are 
given a patina of certainty by being repeatedly 
corroborated within closed, non-contaminated 
communication systems. 

Religion and the 
State: Essays in 
Honor of Leo 
Pfeffer

James 
E. Wood 
Jr.

These essays examine major themes affecting religion 
and the state in a free society and the interaction of 
religion and world order. While concern is given to the 
historical and judicial context of the Establishment and 
Free Exercise Clauses of the First Amendment, special 
attention is given to contemporary church-state 
problems in American life. In addition, the volume 
analyzes alternatives to church-state relations outside 
the United States and freedom of religion in the 
international advance of human rights.

Supreme 
Conflict: The 
Inside Story of 
the Struggle for 
Control of the 
United States 
Supreme Court

Jan 
Crawfor
d 
Greenb
urg

Drawing on unprecedented access to the Supreme 
Court justices themselves and their inner circles, 
acclaimed ABC News legal correspondent Jan 
Crawford Greenburg offers an explosive newsbreaking 
account of one of the most momentous political 
watersheds in American history. From the series of 
Republican nominations that proved deeply frustrating 
to conservatives to the decades of bruising battles that 
led to the rise of Justices Roberts and Alito, this is the 
authoritative story of the conservative effort to shift the 
direction of the high court—a revelatory look at one of 
the central fronts of America's culture wars by one of 
the most widely respected experts on the subject.

The Nine: Inside 
the Secret World 
of the Supreme 
Court

Jeffrey 
Toobin

In The Nine, acclaimed journalist Jeffrey Toobin takes 
us into the chambers of the most important—and 
secret—legal body in our country, the Supreme Court, 
revealing the complex dynamic among the nine people 
who decide the law of the land. An institution at a 
moment of transition, the Court now stands at a crucial 
point, with major changes in store on such issues as 
abortion, civil rights, and church-state relations. Based 
on exclusive interviews with the justices and with a 
keen sense of the Court’s history and the trajectory of 
its future, Jeffrey Toobin creates in The Nine a riveting 
story of one of the most important forces in American 
life today. (2008)

Roger Williams 
and the Creation 
of the American 
Soul: Church, 
State and the 
Birth of Liberty

John M. 
Barry

For four hundred years, Americans have wrestled with 
and fought over two concepts that define the nature of 
the nation: the proper relation between church and 
state and between a free individual and the state. 
These debates began with the extraordinary thought 
and struggles of Roger Williams, who had an 
unparalleled understanding of the conflict between a 
government that justified itself by "reason of state"-i.e. 
national security-and its perceived "will of God" and the 
"ancient rights and liberties" of individuals. Acclaimed 
historian John M. Barry explores the development of 
these fundamental ideas through the story of the man 
who was the first to link religious freedom to individual 
liberty, and who created in America the first 
government and society on earth informed by those 
beliefs. 

Religious Liberty 
and the Secular 
State

John M. 
Swomle
y

This book exposes the Supreme Court's erosion of the 
Establishment Clause while emphasizing the Free 
Exercise Clause. Swomley also explores civil religion, 
secular humanism, and the current counter-revolution 
against separation of church and state led by some 
religious and political conservatives who would profit 
from government aid. He also lists the benefits 
churches would realize under a secular government.

Religion and the 
American 
Constitutional 
Experiment: 
Essential Rights 
and Liberties

John 
Witte, 
Jr.

The third edition of this classic book provides a 
comprehensive, multidisciplinary overview of the 
history, theory, law, and comparative analysis of 
American religious liberty from the earliest colonial 
period through the most recent Supreme Court cases. 
The authors present balanced, accessible discussions 
of controversial issues, such as funding religious 
schools and charities and displaying religious symbols 
on government property. 

The Last 
Freedom: 
Religion from the 
Public School to 
the Public Square

Joseph 
P.Vitterit
i

The presidency of George W. Bush has polarized the 
church-state debate as never before. The Far Right 
has been emboldened to use religion to govern, while 
the Far Left has redoubled its efforts to evict religion 
from public life entirely. In The Last Freedom, Joseph 
Viteritti argues that there is a basic tension between 
religion and democracy because religion often rejects 
compromise as a matter of principle while democracy 
requires compromise to thrive. Viteritti argues that 
Americans must guard against debasing politics with 
either antireligious bigotry or religious zealotry. 
Drawing on politics, history, and law, he defines a new 
approach to the church-state question that protects the 
religious and the secular alike. Challenging much 
conventional opinion, Viteritti argues that the courts 
have failed to adequately protect religious minorities, 
that the rights of the religious are under greater threat 
than those of the secular, and that democracy exacts 
greater compromises and sacrifices from the religious 
than it does from the secular.

The Good News 
Club: The 
Christian Right's 
Stealth Assault 
on America's 
Children

Katherin
e 
Stewart

In 2009, the Good News Club came to the public 
elementary school where journalist Katherine Stewart 
sent her children. The Club, which is sponsored by the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, bills itself as an after-
school program of “Bible study.” But Stewart soon 
discovered that the Club’s real mission is to convert 
children to fundamentalist Christianity and encourage 
them to proselytize to their “unchurched” peers, all the 
while promoting the natural but false impression 
among the children that its activities are endorsed by 
the school. Astonished to discover that the U.S. 
Supreme Court has deemed this—and other forms of 
religious activity in public schools—legal, Stewart set 
off on an investigative journey to dozens of cities and 
towns across the nation to document the impact. In this 
book she demonstrates that there is more religion in 
America’s public schools today than there has been for 
the past 100 years. The movement driving this agenda 
is stealthy. It is aggressive. It has our children in its 
sights. And its ultimate aim is to destroy the system of 
public education as we know it.

American 
Theocracy: The 
Peril and Politics 
of Radical 
Religion, Oil, and 
Borrowed Money 
in the 21st 
Century

Kevin 
Phillips

Phillips takes an uncompromising view of the current 
age of global overreach, fundamentalist religion, 
diminishing resources, and ballooning debt under the 
GOP majority. With an eye to the past and a searing 
vision of the future, Phillips confirms what too many 
Americans are still unwilling to admit about the depth 
of our misgovernment.

The 
Fundamentals of 
Extremism: The 
Christian Right in 
America

Kimberl
y Blaker

The politics, educational policies, and social values 
perpetuated by Christian fundamentalists are exposed 
in this critical perspective on the religious right's role in 
American society. Statistics and studies of the 
movement are offered that provide insight into the 
causes and characteristics of fundamentalism and its 
effects on minority groups including women, children, 
African Americans, gays, and lesbians. Essays from a 
variety of authors consider the path to theocracy, the 
effect of the theology of inerrancy on politics, and the 
state of fundamentalism in the United States after the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Creationism on 
Trial: Evolution 
and God at Little 
Rock

Langdo
n Gilkey

Creationism on Trial is Gilkey's blow-by-blow account 
of his experiences as a witness for the ACLU at the 
1981 creationist trial in Little Rock, AR.

The Devil in 
Dover: An 
Insider's Story of 
Dogma v. Darwin 
in Small Town 
America

Lauri 
Lebo

Local newspaper reporter Lauri Lebo was handed the 
story of a lifetime when the Dover (Pennsylvania) 
School Board adopted a measure to require its ninth-
grade biology students to learn about intelligent 
design. In a case that recalled the famed 1925 Scopes 
“monkey” trial and made international headlines, 
eleven parents sued the school board. When the case 
wound up in federal court before a George W. Bush–
appointed judge, Lebo had a front-row seat. Lebo 
skillfully probes the compelling background of the 
case, introducing us to the plaintiffs, the defendants, 
the lawyers, and a parade of witnesses, along with 
Judge John E. Jones, who would eventually condemn 
the school board’s decision as one of “breathtaking 
inanity.” With the antievolution battle having moved to 
the state level—and the recent passage of state 
legislation that protects the right of schools to teach 
alternatives to evolution—the story will continue to be 
relevant for years to come.

Religion, State 
and the Burger 
Court

Leo 
Pfeffer

In Religion, State and the Burger Court, Leo Pfeffer, 
the leading authority on church/state law, presents a 
trenchant analysis of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court under Chief Justice Warren E. Burger, focusing 
on the Court's interpretation of the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments. These amendments that guarantee the 
separation of church and state and the free exercise of 
religion are fundamental to the unique character of 
democracy as it exists in the United States. However, 
the distinction between affairs of state and the 
concerns of organized religion has become blurred.

The 
Establishment 
Clause, Religion 
and the First 
Amendment

Leonard 
W. Levy

Leonard Levy's classic work examines the 
circumstances that led to the writing of the 
establishment clause of the First Amendment: 
'Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion. . . .' He argues that, contrary 
to popular belief, the framers of the Constitution 
intended to prohibit government aid to religion even on 
an impartial basis. He thus refutes the view of 
'nonpreferentialists,' who interpret the clause as 
allowing such aid provided that the assistance is not 
restricted to a preferred church. For this new edition, 
Levy has added to his original arguments and 
incorporated much new material, including an analysis 
of Jefferson's ideas on the relationship between church 
and state and a discussion of the establishment clause 
cases brought before the Supreme Court since the 
book was originally published in 1986.

God vs The 
Gavel: Religion 
and the Rule of 
Law

Marci 
Hamilto
n

God vs. the Gavel challenges the pervasive 
assumption that all religious conduct deserves 
constitutional protection. While religious conduct 
provides many benefits to society, it is not always 
benign. The thesis of the book is that anyone who 
harms another person should be governed by the laws 
that govern everyone else - and truth be told, religion is 
capable of great harm.

The Search for 
Christian America

Mark 
Noll., 
Nathan 
O. 
Hatch 
and 
George 
M. 
Marsde
n

The Search for Christian America" explores key 
questions raised by the movement asserting the 
Christian heritage of the U.S. and calling for its 
recovery. Through careful historical and contemporary 
analysis, the authors address such issues as: how 
much Christian action is required to make a whole 
society Christian; Puritan New England as case study; 
Christian principles vs. baptised ideology in the 
Revolutionary period; the stumbling block of incorrect 
views of America's history for effective Christian 
involvement in critical public issues; the relationship of 
Christian convictions to political or social agendas; 
learning to think historically as a guard against 
shortsighted or simplistic approaches.

The Myth of 
Christian 
America: What 
You Need to 
Know About the 
Separation of 
Church and State

Mark 
Weldon 
Whitten

Written in an accessible, popular style, Whitten 
provides sound scholarship in defense of the 
exposition of constitutional church-state separation.

Liberty and 
Conscience

Martha 
Nussba
um

The respect for religious difference has formed the 
bedrock of our nation and made equality possible. Yet 
today we are told that “moral values”—code for a 
government shaped by religious concerns—must be 
the keystone of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.

A Wall of 
Separation? 
Debating the 
Public Role of 
Religion

Mary C. 
Segers 
& Ted 
G. Jelen

Should the wall of separation between church and 
state be permeable or inviolable? This question has 
been hotly contested since the nation's founding and 
contentious debates persist today. With a collection of 
the most significant documents and an introduction by 
Clarke E. Cochran that provides the historical context 
of the debate, prominent scholars Mary Segers and 
Ted Jelen debate the impact of organized religion on 
the democratic process, examine its influence on 
political discourse, and discuss its significance for the 
creation of public policy. The authors illuminate the 
constitutional implications of using religion to cultivate 
public morality and discuss the complexities of creating 
a civic-minded citizenry in a pluralistic society.

Religious 
Freedom and the 
Supreme Court

Melissa 
Rogers, 
and 
Steven 
K. 
Green

A completely recast, updated, version of Robert T. 
Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward Benevolent 
Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme Court, 
listed belowA completely recast, updated, version of 
Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward 
Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme 
Court, listed belowA completely recast, updated, 
version of Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, 
Toward Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the 
Supreme Court, listed below

That's Not What 
They Meant! 
Reclaiming 
America's 
Founding Fathers 
from the Right 
Wing

Michael 
Austin

 In That's Not What They Meant! Professor Michael 
Austin examines dozens of books, articles, speeches, 
and radio broadcasts by such figures as Glenn Beck, 
Mark Levin, Sean Hannity, Larry Schweikart, and 
David Barton to expose the deep historical flaws in 
their use of America's founding history. In contrast to 
their misleading method of citing proof texts to serve a 
narrow agenda, Austin allows the Founding Fathers to 
speak for themselves, situating all quotations in the 
proper historical context. What emerges is a true 
historical picture of men who often disagreed with one 
another on such crucial issues as federal power, 
judicial review, and the separation of church and state. 
As Austin shows, the real legacy of the Founding 
Fathers to us is a political process: a system of 
disagreement, debate, and compromise that has kept 
democracy vibrant in America for more than two 
hundred years. Austin's carefully researched and 
rigorously argued book is essential reading for anyone 
seeking the accurate historical background to many of 
the hot-button political debates of today.

The Religious 
Roots of the First 
Amendment: 
Dissenting 
Protestants and 
the Separation of 
Church and State

Nichola
s P. 
Miller

Traditional understandings of the genesis of the 
separation of church and state rest on assumptions 
about "Enlightenment" and the republican ethos of 
citizenship. In The Religious Roots of the First 
Amendment, Nicholas P. Miller does not seek to 
dislodge that interpretation but to augment and enrich 
it by recovering its cultural and discursive religious 
contexts--specifically the discourse of Protestant 
dissent. He argues that commitments by certain 
dissenting Protestants to the right of private judgment 
in matters of Biblical interpretation, an outgrowth of the 
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, helped 
promote religious disestablishment in the early modern 
West. Miller shows that the separation of church and 
state can be read, most persuasively, as the triumph of 
a particular strand of Protestant nonconformity-that 
which stretched back to the Puritan separatist and the 
Restoration sects, rather than to those, like 
Presbyterians, who sought to replace the "wrong" 
church establishment with their own, "right" one. 

The Creator in 
the Courtroom: 
"Scopes II": The 
1981 Arkansas 
Creation-
Evolution Trial

Norman 
Geisler

Written by a creationist, this book is an account of the 
Scopes trial from that perspective, and argues that the 
judge in the case was prejudiced agains creationism 
from the very beginning. 

Storm Center: 
The Supreme 
Court in 
American Politics

O’Brien, 
David M

A terrific introduction to the history and particularly the 
workings of the Supreme Court, although it has very 
little specifically about church and state

God on Trial: 
Dispatches from 
America's 
Religious 
Battlefields

Peter 
Irons

Over the past two decades, federal courts have 
become contentious battlefields in America's growing 
religious wars. Since 1989, five momentous court 
cases have divided communities and the nation. Peter 
Irons, a noted constitutional scholar, lawyer, and author 
of the bestselling May It Please the Court, delivers a 
compelling narrative accompanied by first-person 
accounts from both sides of the fight in these historic 
cases. 

Living the 
Secular Life

Phil 
Zucker
man

Drawing on innovative sociological research, Living the 
Secular Life illuminates this demographic shift with the 
moral convictions that govern secular individuals, 
offering crucial information for the religious and 
nonreligious alike. Living the Secular Life reveals that, 
despite opinions to the contrary, nonreligious 
Americans possess a unique moral code that allows 
them to effectively navigate the complexities of modern 
life. Spiritual self-reliance, clear-eyed pragmatism, and 
an abiding faith in the Golden Rule to adjudicate moral 
decisions: these common principles are shared across 
secular society. Living the Secular Life demonstrates 
these principles in action and points to their usage 
throughout daily life.

Thy Kingdom 
Come: How the 
Religious Right 
Distorts Faith and 
Threatens 
America

Randall 
Balmer

For much of American history, evangelicalism was 
aligned with progressive political causes-the abolition 
of slavery, universal suffrage, and public education. 
But contemporary conservative activists have 
defaulted on this majestic legacy, embracing instead 
an agenda virtually indistinguishable from the 
Republican Party platform. How has evangelical 
Christianity become so entrenched in partisan politics? 
Randall Balmer, an evangelical Christian and a 
historian of American religion, deftly combines 
ethnographic research, theological reflections, and 
historical context to examine the nature of the 
Religious Right today-and offers a rallying cry for 
liberal Christians to reclaim the noble traditions of their 
faith.

First Freedom: 
The Fight for 
Religious Liberty

Randall 
Balmer, 
Lee 
Grogerg 
& Mark 
Mabry

In the sweltering summer of 1789, James Madison 
penned sixteen words in spare prose that became the 
First Amendment to the United States Constitution. 
Herein the founding fathers of a young government 
pledged separation of church and state, thus 
guaranteeing religious freedom for its citizens and 
establishing a free marketplace for religion in the 
United States. Utterly unprecedented in Western 
history, this construction of a government without the 
interlocking authority of religion set a new course for 
faith and politics and has produced a vibrant religious 
culture unmatched anywhere in the world. First 
Freedom details the progression of religious liberty 
from pilgrims and Puritans to the creation of the Bill of 
Rights and how it shaped a new nation. 

Close Encounters 
with the Religious 
Right: Journeys 
into the Twilight 
Zone of Religion 
and Politics

Rob 
Boston

What does Pat Robertson's Christian Coalition really 
want? What secret agenda lies behind radio counselor 
James Dobson's Focus on the Family? Who are the 
Promise Keepers and what are their ultimate goals? 
Why do so many leaders of the religious right engage 
in gay bashing? What would these groups do to our 
public school system, or to our government, if they 
were in power? Close Encounters with the Religious 
Right takes you behind the scenes to answer these 
questions and gives the reader a rare glimpse of a 
world the average American may not even realize 
exists.

James Madison 
on Religious 
Liberty

Robert 
Alley

This long-overdue volume is the only one of its kind 
containing all of Madison's religious writings, as well as 
new contributions by leading scholars. Madison's 
writings assume even more importance to thoughtful 
Americans as the Supreme Court continues to decide 
issues of school prayer, and as the Moral Majority tries 
to desecularize American public and private life. 
Imagine an America without the Bill of Rights, without 
the Constitution. This image of our nation, existing 
without these two foundations of freedom, justice, and 
inquiry, assaults the imagination, for these two 
documents are the fuel that runs the republic. What is 
even more remarkable is that their primary author was 
one man - James Madison.

The Most 
Dangerous Man 
in America? 

Robert 
Boston

Televangelist Pat Robertson has built one of the most 
powerful religious-political movements in American 
history. His Christian Coalition - with its '700 Club' 
broadcasting fundamentalism tinged with right-wing 
politics to an audience of millions, its American Center 
for Law and Justice legal action group attempting to 
impose far-right Christian ideas via the courts, and the 
growing number of graduates from its Regents 
University - wields a mighty sword within the 
Republican party in at least 25 states while GOP 
national leaders and presidential hopefuls court its 
favour. Despite his power, many Americans are not 
aware of Robertson's extreme political views or his 
goals for the United States. This book examines the 
role Robertson plays in contemporary politics and his 
efforts to influence American society through his 
various political organisations, businesses, and 
broadcast empire.

Why the 
Religious Right is 
Wrong about 
Separation of 
Church and State

Robert 
Boston

Award-winning journalist Robert Boston lambastes the 
zealots of the Religious Right for spreading 
misinformation about the constitutional principle of the 
separation of church and state. Boston reveals how a 
band of ultraconservative religious groups with a 
political agenda - led primarily by televangelist Pat 
Robertson - is conducting a systematic war aginst the 
separation of church and state. The tactics of these 
groups are designed to exploit unfounded fears and 
turn the American people against the separationist 
principle. To expose the Religious Right's blatant 
distortions of U.S. history and correct its skewed 
analysis of legal rulings, Boston objectively reviews the 
evolution of church/state relations in the United States 
and looks at how the separation principle has been 
applied by the courts. He also examines efforts by 
sectarian groups to win government support for their 
schools, the school prayer issue, the history of the free 
exercise of religion, and the controversial role of 
religion in the public square.

Queering 
Christianity: 
Finding a Place 
at the Table for 
LGBTQI 
Christians

Robert 
E. 
Shore-
Goss et. 
Al.

Through essays by noted lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer or questioning, and intersex 
(LGBTQI) religion scholars, this important compilation 
summarizes the history and current status of LGBTQI 
theology, exploring its relationship to the policies, 
practices, and theology of traditional Christianity. 
Contributors contrast the "radically inclusive" thinking 
of LGBTQI theology with the "exclusivity" practiced by 
many Christian churches, explaining the reasoning of 
each and clarifying contentious issues. At the same 
time, the book highlights ways in which "queer" 
theology and practice benefit Christian congregations. 
Writing from the perspective of grassroots Christian 
LGBTQI movements, many of the contributors draw 
upon their own experiences. Equally important, the 
work creates the basis for dialogue between traditional 
churches and followers of LGBTQI theology, offering 
practical suggestions for Christian congregations that 
wish to put aside exclusionary policies and practices.

Toward 
Benevolent 
Neutrality: 
Church, State, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Robert 
Miller. 
and 
Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

Presents the text of virtually every significant Supreme 
Court decision concerning religious freedom and 
separation of church and state. Also included are 
essays interpreting the historical background and legal 
issues involved in each case, beginning with the 
principal events leading to the adoption of the First 
Amendment.

Without a Prayer: 
Religious 
Expression in 
Public Schools

Robert 
S. Alley

This is the first thorough examination of school prayer 
to bring together the experiences of parents and 
children involved in contesting public school 
sanctioned prayer and Bible reading. Alley explores the 
way in which terms like "nonpreferentialism," 
"toleration" and "accommodation" are being used to 
hide violations of the First Amendment. Personal 
interviews were conducted with those involved in 
seven prominent cases. Each story challenges 
communities that impose the mores and cultural 
patterns of religion on their public schools. The result, 
in most instances, has been angry protests as well as 
threats against parents and children, and/or property 
damage.

Red State 
Religion: Faith 
and Politics in 
America's 
Heartland

Robert 
Wuthno
w

In Red State Religion, Robert Wuthnow tells the story 
of religiously motivated political activism in Kansas 
from territorial days to the present. He examines how 
faith mixed with politics as both ordinary Kansans and 
leaders such as John Brown, Carrie Nation, William 
Allen White, and Dwight Eisenhower struggled over the 
pivotal issues of their times, from slavery and 
Prohibition to populism and anti-communism. Beyond 
providing surprising new explanations of why Kansas 
became a conservative stronghold, the book sheds 
new light on the role of religion in red states across the 
Midwest and the United States. Contrary to recent 
influential accounts, Wuthnow argues that Kansas 
conservatism is largely pragmatic, not ideological, and 
that religion in the state has less to do with politics and 
contentious moral activism than with relationships 
between neighbors, friends, and fellow churchgoers. 

The Necessity of 
Secularism

Ronald 
A. 
Lindsey

For the first time in human history, a significant 
percentage of the world’s population no longer 
believes in God. This is especially true in developed 
nations, where in some societies nonbelievers now 
outnumber believers. Unless religion collapses 
completely, or undergoes a remarkable resurgence, 
countries across the globe must learn to carefully and 
effectively manage this societal mix of religious and 
irreligious. For in a world already deeply riven by 
sectarian conflict, this unprecedented demographic 
shift presents yet another challenge to humanity. 
Writing in an engaging, accessible style, philosopher 
and lawyer Ronald A. Lindsay develops a tightly 
crafted argument for secularism—specifically, that in a 
religiously pluralistic society, a robust, thoroughgoing 
secularism is the only reliable means of preserving 
meaningful democracy and rights of conscience.

To Defend the 
Constitution: 
Religion, 
Conscientious 
Objection, 
Naturalization, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

The story of people who were denied citizenship 
because they were conscientious objectors to war and 
how they fought their battles in the Supreme Court.

That Godless 
Court? Supreme 
Court Decisions 
on Church-State 
Relationships

Ronald 
Flowers

The "religious clause" of the First Amendment, 
seemingly simple and clear, has been and continues to 
be controversial in its application. In this book, Flowers 
explains the Court's thinking, clarifying for readers the 
decisions that have been built on or that have altered 
previous positions.

The Majesty of 
the Law: 
Reflections of a 
Supreme Court 
Justice

Sandra 
Day 
O'Conn
or

Not about church and state, but a readable introduction 
to the Supreme Court, its procedures and some of the 
issues it faces. 

God's Profits: 
Faith, Fraud and 
the Republican 
Crusade for 
Values Voters

Sarah 
Posner

Keenly observed and meticulously reported, "God's 
Profits" examines the unholy alliance between a new 
breed of corrupt televangelists and the Republican 
Party, which is eagerly courting "values voters" in the 
nation's largest megachurches. Author Sarah Posner 
exposes the activities of Kenneth Copeland, John 
Hagee, Rod Parsley, T.D. Jakes, and other politically 
connected, skillfully marketed, and increasingly 
influential religious leaders. Preaching the "prosperity 
gospel"???the notion that faith and tithing alone can 
ensure financial security???both in their churches and 
over the airwaves, these charismatic leaders scam the 
gullible even as they enjoy unprecedented access to 
top Bush Administration officials. 

Sexual 
Orientation and 
Human Rights in 
American 
Religious 
Discourse

Saul M. 
Olyan & 
Martha 
C. 
Nussba
um

Sexual orientation is a topic of intense debate within 
America's religious traditions. These discussions have 
had a significant impact on the formation of public 
policy, as speakers who locate themselves squarely 
within religious traditions have articulated positions on 
both sides in recent arguments concerning gays in the 
military, civil rights protections for gays and lesbians, 
gay marriage, parenting and foster parenting, and 
benefits for partners of gay and lesbian employees of 
major corporations and institutions. This volume, which 
stems from a 1995 conference at Brown University, 
aims to promote both academic and public 
understanding of the different positions that exist on 
sexual orientation and its public policy dimensions 
within four major American religious traditions. Writers 
from within the Jewish community, the Roman Catholic 
church, Mainline Protestant churches, and African-
American churches explore the history and tradition of 
their communities on same-sex orientation, discuss the 
moral stance they advocate, and consider the legal 
and public policy implications of that stance. For each 
of these traditions, two opposing views are 
represented, and a respondent frames the issue in a 
larger context. The book concludes with essays by 
Michael McConnell and Andrew Koppelman exploring 
how our society might find a modus vivendi in a state 
position of neutrality on the moral status of 
homosexuality.

Attack of the 
Theocrats! How 
the Religious 
Right Harms Us 
All- And What We 
Can Do About It

Sean 
Fairclot
h

At no time in American history has the United States 
had such a high percentage of theocratic members of 
Congress--those who expressly endorse religious bias 
in law. Just as ominously, at no other time have 
religious fundamentalists effectively had veto power 
over one of the country's two major political parties. As 
Sean Faircloth argues, this has led to the crumbling of 
the country's most cherished founding principle--the 
wall separating church and state--and presages even 
more crumbling.

Ellery's Protest: 
How One Young 
Man Defied 
Tradition and 
Sparked the 
Battle Over 
School Prayer

Stephen 
D. 
Solomo
n

Tells the fascinating personal and legal drama of the 
Schempp case: the family’s struggle against the ugly 
reactions of neighbors, and the impassioned courtroom 
clashes as brilliant lawyers on both sides argued about 
the meaning of religious freedom. But Schempp was 
not the only case challenging religious exercises in the 
schools at the time, and Ellery’s Protest describes the 
race to the Supreme Court among the attorneys for 
four such cases. Solomon also explores the political, 
cultural, and religious roots of the controversy. 

The Bible, The 
School and the 
Constitution: The 
Clash that 
Shaped Modern 
Church-State 
Doctrine

Steven 
K. 
Green

Draws attention to an often overlooked nineteenth 
century that remains relevant to today's church-state 
debate
Offers historical as well as legal perspectives on a 
crucial episode in American history
Extensively documented from primary sources

Freethinkers: A 
History of 
American 
Secularism

Susan 
Jacoby

At a time when the separation of church and state is 
under attack as never before, Freethinkers offers a 
powerful defense of the secularist heritage that gave 
Americans the first government in the world founded 
not on the authority of religion but on the bedrock of 
human reason. In impassioned, elegant prose, 
celebrated author Susan Jacoby traces more than two 
hundred years of secularist activism, beginning with 
the fierce debate over the omission of God from the 
Constitution. Moving from nineteenth-century 
abolitionism and suffragism through the twentieth 
century's civil liberties, civil rights, and feminist 
movements, Freethinkersilluminates the neglected 
achievements of secularists who, allied with tolerant 
believers, have led the battle for reform in the past and 
today.

The Age of 
American 
Unreason

Susan 
Jacoby

A cultural history of the last forty years, The Age of 
American Unreason focuses on the convergence of 
social forces-usually treated as separate entities-that 
has created a perfect storm of anti-rationalism. These 
include the upsurge of religious fundamentalism, with 
more political power today than ever before; the failure 
of public education to create an informed citizenry; and 
the triumph of video over print culture. Sparing neither 
the right nor the left, Jacoby asserts that Americans 
today have embraced a universe of “junk thought” that 
makes almost no effort to separate fact from opinion.

The First 
Freedoms: 
Church and State 
in America to the 
Passage of the 
First Amendment

Thomas 
Curry

Is government forbidden to assist all religions equally, 
as the Supreme Court has held? Or does the First 
Amendment merely ban exclusive aid to one religion, 
as critics of the Court assert? The First Freedoms 
studies the church-state context of colonial and 
revolutionary America to present a bold new reading of 
the historical meaning of the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment. Synthesizing and interpreting a 
wealth of evidence from the founding of Virginia to the 
passage of the Bill of Rights, including everything 
published in America before 1791, Thomas Curry 
traces America's developing ideas on religious liberty 
and offers the most extensive investigation ever of the 
historical origins and background of the First 
Amendment's religion clauses.

The Age of 
Reason

Thomas 
Paine

Of all the tyrannies that affect mankind, tyranny in 
religion is the worst," declared Thomas Paine, adding, 
"every other species of tyranny is limited to the world 
we live in; but this attempts to stride beyond the grave, 
and seeks to pursue us into eternity." Paine's years of 
study and reflection on the role of religion in society 
culminated with his final work, The Age of Reason. 
This coolly reasoned polemic influenced religious 
thinking throughout the world at the dawn of the 
nineteenth century, and its resonance remains 
undiminished by time.
The selfsame humanist and egalitarian views that 
made Paine a popular figure of the American 
Revolution brought him into frequent conflict with 
political authorities. Parts of The Age of Reason were 
written in a French jail, where Paine was confined for 
his opposition to the execution of Louis XVI. An atack 
on revealed religion from the deist point of view — 
embodied by Paine's credo, "I believe in one God, and 
no more" — this work undertakes a hitherto unheard-of 
approach to Bible study. Its critical and objective 
examination of Old and New Testatments cites 
nemerous contradictions as evidence against literal 
interpretations of the text. Well articulated and 
eminently readable, The Age of Reason is a classic of 
free thought.

Founding Faith: 
Providence, 
Politics, and the 
Birth of Religious 
Freedom in 
America

Waldma
n, 
Steven

Waldman lays out the debate between the 
accommodationists and separationists and then details 
the activities and beliefs of the Founding Fathers to 
see who of the contemporary disputants is right. He 
comes down in favor of the separationists, but he is fair 
to each side and helps the student understand the 
nature of the debate and where it comes from. 

The First Liberty, 
Religion and the 
American 
Republic

William 
Lee 
Miller

Though many claim the United States to be a 
"Christian Nation," Miller provides a fascinatingly vivid 
account of the philosophical skirmishes and political 
machinations that led to the "wall of separation" 
between church and state. That famous phrase is 
Jefferson's, though it does not appear in the 
Declaration of Independence nor in the Constitution. 
But Miller follows this seminal idea from three great 
standard-bearers of religious liberty: Jefferson, 
Madison, and Roger Williams. Jefferson, who wrote 
the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, the 
precursor of the First Amendment of the Constitution; 
James Madison, who was politically responsible for 
Virginia's acceptance of religious liberty and who, a 
few years later, helped draft the Bill of Rights; and the 
even earlier figure, the radical dissenter Roger 
Williams, who propounded the idea of religious 
freedom not as a rational secularist but out of a deeply 
held spiritual faith. 

Church and State 
in American 
History, 3rd 
Edition

Wilson, 
John F. 
and 
Donald 
L. 
Drakem
an

Presents chronologically-organized chapters that 
include selections from documents like colonial 
charters, opinions of the Supreme Court and salient 
legislation, along with contemporary commentary, and 
incisive interpretations of the issues by modern 
scholars. Figures as divergent as John Winthrop, John 
F. Kennedy, and Sandra Day O’Connor speak from 
these pages as directly as Paul Blanshard, Leon 
Higginbotham, John Courtney Murray, and Robert 
Bellah. Church and State in American History 
addresses the difficult relationships among the political 
and religious structures of our society and the 
emergence of an American solution to the church-state 
problem.



Title Author Description
Visions of 
Reality- What 
Fundamentalist 
Schools Teach

Albert J. 
Menend
ez

Although a majority of Americans have repeatedly 
shown in referendum elections and opinion polls that 
they oppose tax support for nonpublic schools, 
fundamentalist leaders and their political lobbies are 
putting increasing pressure on Congress and state 
legislatures to compel taxpayers to support sectarian 
private schools through "vouchers" or "tuition tax 
credits," under the deceptive banner of "school 
choice." Albert J. Menendez has carefully examined 
the most widely used history, English, and science 
textbooks in fundamentalist private schools. He 
documents the fact that these schools promote 
prejudice against people of other faiths, distort history, 
derogate our literary heritage, cast science in a bad 
light, and otherwise indoctrinate children with "visions 
of reality" that are incompatible with public tax support.

Religion and the 
Public Schools

Anne 
Marie 
Lofaso

Religion in the Public Schools: A Road Map for 
Avoiding Lawsuits and Respecting Parents’ Legal 
Rights is designed to help. This handy 129-page book, 
written by Associate Professor of Law Anne Marie 
Lofaso of West Virginia University, examines what the 
courts have said about many religion-in-school 
controversies and provides clear, concise answers to 
common questions. Fully referenced and 
footnoted, Religion in the Public Schools is the perfect 
guide for anyone seeking to better navigate the 
intersection between religion and public education.

Why We Still 
Need Public 
Schools

Art Must 
Jr.

Two cornerstones of American democracy - separation 
of church and state, and public schools - are under 
increasing attack. As this collection of essays, written 
by some of America's leading educators, political 
figures, and advocates of religious liberty shows, 
universal public education and the separation of 
church and state are related. The eminent contributors 
to this book argue that we need to defend both 
institutions against increasing onslaughts by the 
Religious Right and other self-proclaimed arbiters of 
societal behavior, who seek to dictate public policy and 
who are labeling the public schools themselves as 
"immoral" institutions. At issue here is not whether 
public schools need to be improved. It is assumed that 
improvement is necessary.

Piety & Politics: 
The Right Wing 
Assault on 
Religious 
Freedom

Barry 
Lynn

In the wake of the 2004 presidential election, the 
Religious Right insisted that George Bush had been 
handed a mandate for an ideology-based social 
agenda, including the passage of a “marriage 
amendment” to ban same-sex unions, diversion of tax 
money to religious groups through “faith-based 
initiatives,” the teaching of creationism in public 
schools, and restrictions on abortion. Led by an 
aggressive band of television preachers and extremist 
radio personalities, the Religious Right set its sights on 
demolishing the wall of separation between church and 
state. The Reverend Barry Lynn is a devout Christian, 
but he argues that politicians need to stop looking to 
the Bible to justify their actions and should consult 
another source instead: the U.S. Constitution. 

First Freedom 
First: A Citizen's 
Guide to 
Protecting 
Religious Liberty 
and Separation of 
Church and State

Barry 
Lynn & 
C. 
Welton 
Gaddy

The United States is the most religiously diverse nation 
in the world, due in large part to the clauses of the First 
Amendment that guarantee freedom for and from 
religion. But as we debate displaying Christmas trees 
at city hall and the Ten Commandments in the 
courthouse, we must ask: in what other ways is our 
religious liberty being compromised. In First Freedom 
First, with clear language and recognizable examples, 
two of the most trusted voices on church-state 
separation address head-on the many areas where 
religion and politics overlap, with consequences for all 
Americans.

The Right to 
Religious Liberty: 
The Basic ACLU 
Guide to 
Religious Rights

Barry 
Lynn, 
Marc D. 
Stern, 
and 
Oliver 
S. 
Thomas

This revised and updated edition of The Right to 
Religious Liberty sets forth an individual’s religious 
rights under present law, offering suggestions as to 
how they can be preserved and protected. (A bit 
dated-1995- but otherwise a good resource)

  Journal of 
Church and State

Baylor 
Universi
ty

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Pray the Gay 
Away: The 
Extraordinary 
Lives of Bible 
Belt Gays

Bernade
tte 
Barton

While some areas of the Unites States have made 
tremendous progress in securing rights for gay people, 
Bible Belt states lag behind. In Pray the Gay Away, 
Bernadette Barton argues that conventions of small 
town life, rules which govern Southern manners, and 
the power wielded by Christian institutions serve as a 
foundation for both passive and active homophobia in 
the Bible Belt. She explores how conservative 
Christian ideology reproduces homophobic attitudes 
and shares how Bible Belt gays negotiate these 
attitudes in their daily lives. Drawing on the remarkable 
stories of Bible Belt gays, Barton brings to the fore 
their thoughts, experiences and hard-won insights to 
explore the front lines of our national culture war over 
marriage, family, hate crimes, and equal rights. 

To Serve God 
and Wal-Mart: 
The Making of 
Christian Free 
Enterprise

Bethany 
Ellen 
Moreton

In the decades after World War II, evangelical 
Christianity nourished America’s devotion to free 
markets, free trade, and free enterprise. The history of 
Wal-Mart uncovers a complex network that united Sun 
Belt entrepreneurs, evangelical employees, Christian 
business students, overseas missionaries, and free-
market activists. Through the stories of people linked 
by the world’s largest corporation, Bethany Moreton 
shows how a Christian service ethos powered 
capitalism at home and abroad.

Moral Minority: 
Our Skeptical 
Founding Fathers

Brooke 
Allen

In her lively refutation of modern claims about 
America's religious origins, Brooke Allen looks back at 
the late eighteenth century and shows decisively that 
the United States was founded not on Christian 
principles at all but on Enlightenment ideas. Moral 
Minority presents a powerful case that the unique legal 
framework the Founding Fathers created was 
designed according to the humanist ideals of 
Enlightenment thinkers: God entered the picture only 
as a very minor player, and Jesus Christ was 
conspicuous by his absence. The guiding spirit of the 
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. 
Constitution, Ms. Allen explains, was not Jesus Christ 
but John Locke. In direct and accessible prose, she 
provides fascinating chapters on the religious lives of 
the six men she considers the key Founding Fathers: 
Franklin, Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, and Hamilton. Far from being the 
conventional pious Christians we too often imagine, 
these men were skeptical intellectuals, in some cases 
not even Christians at all.

The Battle over 
School Prayer: 
How Engel v. 
Vitale Changed 
America

Bruce J. 
Dierenfi
eld

Bruce Dierenfield has written a concise and readable 
guide to the first and still most important case that 
addressed the constitutionality of prayer in public 
schools. The 22-word recitation in a Long Island school 
that was challenged in Engel v. Vitale was hardly 
denominational not even overtly Christian but a handful 
of parents saw it as a violation of the First 
Amendment's proscription again the establishment of 
religion. The case forced the Supreme Court to take a 
stand on Jefferson's "wall of separation" between 
church and state. When it did so, the Court declared 
that by endorsing the prayer recitation no matter how 
brief, non-denominational, or voluntary the Long Island 
school board had unconstitutionally approved the 
establishment of religion in school. Writing with 
impeccable fairness and sensitivity, Dierenfield sets his 
account of the Engel decision in the larger historical 
and political context, citing battles over a wide range of 
religious activities in public schools throughout 
American history. Through interviews with many of the 
participants, he also reveals the large price paid by the 
plaintiffs and their children, who were frequently 
harassed both during and after the trial. 

Religious 
Fundamentalisms 
and the Human 
Rights of Women

C. 
Howlan
d

Dialogue on the conflict between religious 
fundamentalism and women's rights is often stymied 
by an 'all or nothing' approach: fundamentalists claim 
of absolute religious freedom, while some feminists 
dismiss religion entirely as being so imbued with 
patriarchy as to be eternally opposed to women's 
rights. This ignores, though, the experiences of 
religious women who suffer under fundamentalism and 
fight to resist it, perceiving themselves to be at once 
religious and feminist. In Religious Fundamentalisms 
and the Human Rights of Women , Howland provides a 
forum for these different scholars, both religious and 
nonreligious, to meet and seek common ground in their 
fight against fundamentalism. Through an examination 
of international human rights, national law, grass roots 
activism, and theology, this volume explores the acute 
problems that contemporary fundamentalist 
movements pose for women's equality and liberty 
rights.

Liars for Jesus: 
The Religious 
Right's Alternate 
Version of 
American History

Chris 
Rodda

Liars for Jesus debunks many of the historical lies 
invented and used by the Christian nationalist history 
revisionists in their efforts to further their far right 
political agenda and destroy the wall of separation 
between church and state in America. Liars for Jesus 
is not a book about religion. It is a history book, 
presenting and fully documenting the true stories and 
historical facts that are distorted in the "Christian 
nation" pseudo-history promoted by the religious right.

Wrapped in the 
Flag

Claire 
Conner

Claire Conner’s award-winning memoir, Wrapped in 
the Flag (Beacon Press 2013, 2014) weaves her  
intimate personal stories with the history of the 1960s, 
70s, and 80s. She chronicles her parents’ obsession 
with radical right-wing politics embodied in the John 
Birch Society, the most powerful  anti-Communist, anti-
government, populist movement of the 20th century

Nonbeliever 
Nation: The Rise 
of Secular 
Americans

David 
Niose

Today, one in five Americans are nonbelievers―a 
rapidly growing group at a time when traditional 
Christian churches are dwindling in numbers. Still we 
see almost none of them openly serving in elected 
office, while many others continue to loudly proclaim 
the falsehood of America as a Christian nation. David 
Niose calls for nonreligious Americans from all 
backgrounds to step out of the shadows and signal 
their opposition to the long-dominant Religious Right. 
Exploring all the hot-button issues that divide the 
country―from gay marriage to education policy to 
contentious church-state battles―he shows how 
Secular Americans―a group comprised not just of 
atheists and agnostics, but lapsed Catholics, secular 
Jews, and millions of others who have walked away 
from organized religion―are mobilizing and forming 
groups all over the country (even atheist clubs in Bible-
belt high schools) to challenge the exaltation of religion 
in American politics and public life. 

Original Intent: 
Chief Justice 
Rehnquist and 
the Course of 
American 
Church/State 
Relations

Derek 
Davis

Contemporary debate in the area of church/state 
relations centers around the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment: "Congress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of religion [the 
Establishment Clause] or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof [the Free Exercise Clause]." Original Intent is a 
readable and objective summary of the views of Chief 
Justice Rehnquist and an enlightening treatise on the 
future of church/state relations in America.

Roger Williams: 
Prophet of Liberty

Edwin 
C. 
Gaustad

Roger Williams chronicles the life of one of the most 
remarkable forefathers in American history. A true 
revolutionary, this devout Puritan championed Native 
American rights; wrote treatises on equal rights, flag 
desecration, and the separation of church and state; 
established the first American settlement based on 
total religious toleration--and he lived more than a 
century before independence, when America was still a 
vast wilderness! Williams went on to adopt adult 
baptism and founded the first Baptist church in 
America. He became president of Rhode Island colony 
in 1654, served as captain in the defense of 
Providence during King Philip's War, and continued to 
write and preach passionately for religious tolerance 
and Native American rights until his death in 1683.

Proclaim Liberty 
Throughout the 
Land: A History of 
Church and State 
in America

Edwin 
Gaustad

In this volume, one of the most distinguished scholars 
of American religious history traces the complicated 
relationship of church and state from the early colonial 
period, through the unique American experiment in 
religious liberty after the Revolution, to the ongoing 
debate over religious issues in our schools and 
communities. Edwin Gaustad relates entertaining and 
edifying accounts of headline-grabbing court trials 
involving polygamy, witchcraft, and church taxation. He 
quotes moving passages from the speeches and 
writings of American Presidents and Supreme Court 
justices to prove that, to paraphrase Michelangelo, 
"religious liberty is made up of a series of trifles, but 
religious liberty is no trifle."

Faith of the 
Founders: 
Religion and the 
New Nation, 
1776-1826

Edwin 
S. 
Gaustad

Edwin Gaustad provides a careful consideration of the 
developing relationship between religion and the state 
after the American Revolution. With concise focus on 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, 
George Washington, and John Adams, Gaustad 
identifies seven varying―sometimes 
contrary―perspectives on religion that guided the 
nation's founders. Faith of the Founders shows how 
these figures possessed an intuitive understanding of 
religion that helped nourish a young country. This brief 
but insightful book offers a look into the founding 
fathers' genius―and points to a way forward through 
the ideological boundaries that threaten to upend the 
daily doings of American government today.

With God on 
Their Side: How 
Christian 
Fundamentalists 
Trampled 
Science, Policy 
and Democracy 
in George W. 
Bush's White 
House

Esther 
Kaplan

When asked which single issue most affected their 
vote in the last presidential election, more than one in 
five Americans said “moral values”—and 78 percent of 
these voters chose to reelect President George W. 
Bush. As Esther Kaplan shows in her richly detailed 
investigation, it’s no wonder the Christian right voted 
for Bush in droves—their loyal support in 2000 
produced fantastic results. While organizations that 
offer abortion counseling and services or help to 
prevent HIV see their funds cut, church groups receive 
millions in federal dollars to promote sexual abstinence 
and marriage (provided, of course, it is heterosexual). 
Bush has appointed a Christian right dream team to 
the federal courts, dedicated to tearing down what one 
such judge calls “the so-called separation of church 
and state. Religious zeal even shapes Bush’s foreign 
policy, as Christian belief in the end times spurs the 
administration’s support for hard-line policies in Israel.

Evolution vs. 
Creationism

Eugenie 
C. Scott

More than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the 
debate over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.

The Separation 
of Church and 
State: Writings on 
a Fundamental 
Freedom by 
America's 
Founders

Forrest 
Church

A primer of essential writings about one of the 
cornerstones of our democracy by the original authors 
of the Constitution, edited by preeminant liberal 
theologian Forrest Church. Americans will never stop 
debating the question of church-state separation, and 
such debates invariably lead back to the nation’s 
beginnings and the founders’ intent. The Separation of 
Church and State presents a basic collection of the 
founders’ teachings on this topic. This concise primer 
gets past the rhetoric that surrounds the current 
debate, placing the founders’ vivid writings on religious 
liberty in historical perspective. Edited and with running 
commentary by Forrest Church, this important 
collection informs anyone curious about the original 
blueprint for our country and its government.

Separation of 
Church and 
State: Founding 
Principle of 
Religious Liberty

Frank 
Lambert

Frank Lambert tackles the central claims of the 
Religious Right "historians" who insist that America 
was conceived as a "Christian State," that modern-day 
"liberals" and "secularists" have distorted and/or 
ignored the place of religion in American history, and 
that the phrase "the separation of church and state" 
does not appear in any of the founding documents and 
is, therefore, a myth created by the Left. He discusses 
what separates "bad" history from "good" history, and 
concludes that the self-styled "historians" of the 
Religious Right create a "useful past" that enlists the 
nation's founders on behalf of present-day 
conservative religious and political causes. The result 
of a politicized religious history exposes the Religious 
Right "history" as fabrications and half-truths. In fact, 
one of the foundational principles of the Constitution is 
that of separation as the key to safeguarding freedom: 
separation of powers, separation of federal and state 
governments, and separation of church and state.

Religious 
Expression and 
the American 
Constitution

Frankly
n 
Haiman

In the current environment and fervor for “homeland 
security,” personal freedoms in exchange for security 
are coming under more scrutiny. Among these 
guaranteed freedoms are the protection of religious 
expression given by the U.S. Constitution and the 
constitutional prohibitions against behaviors that 
violate the separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.

Eternal Hostility: 
The Struggle 
Between 
Theocracy and 
Democracy

Frederic
k 
Clarkso
n

What is behind the violence against abortion clinics, 
attacks on gays and lesbians and the growing power of 
the religious right? Frederick Clarkson makes it clear 
that beyond the bombers and assassins who 
sometimes make news, is a growing, if not well 
understood, movement that encompasses Pat 
Robertson's Christian Coalition, the Unification Church 
of Sun Myung Moon and the Promise Keepers--the 
lead agency of the so-called Christian men's 
movement. Clarkson exposes the wild card of the 
"theology of vigilantism" which urges the enforcement 
of "God's law" and argues for fundamentalist revolution 
against constitutional democracy. 

Setting the 
Record Straight: 
Response to 
Misconceptions 
About Public 
Education in the 
US

Gerald 
Bracey

Gerald Bracey knows there are three kinds of lies in 
education policy: lies, damned lies, and the statistics 
that reactionary reformers tout as evidence in favor of 
dismantling our public schools. In this second and 
substantially updated edition of the hard-hitting Setting 
the Record Straight, Bracey goes toe-to-toe with the 
opponents of quality public education. You'll learn how 
to discredit them in your own discussions by using the 
very logic and statistical analyses they purport to have 
on their side. In this series of smart, forceful analyses, 
Bracey homes in on specific topics like vouchers, 
school funding, and comparisons to international test 
scores, themes around which agitators have created a 
host of mythological American school failures from the 
flimsiest of evidence. Each essay begins with a 
question you might commonly hear in conversation 
about these alleged shortcomings, to which Bracey 
provides a brief, sound- byte-ready rebuttal. Then he 
follows it up with a full-length explanation, replete with 
statistical data and talking points that fully support his 
assertions-and silence those who would undermine 
education with disinformation.

Not in Our 
Classrooms

Glenn 
Branch 
& 
Eugenie 
C. Scott

Where did the concept of intelligent design originate? 
How does it connect with, and conflict with, various 
religious beliefs? Should we teach the controversy 
itself in our science classrooms? In clear and lively 
essays, a team of experts answers these questions 
and many more, describing the history of the intelligent 
design movement and the lack of scientific support for 
its claims. Most importantly, the contributors—
authorities on the scientific, legal, educational, and 
theological problems of intelligent design-speak 
specifically to teachers and parents about the need to 
defend the integrity of science education by keeping 
intelligent design out of science curriculums. 

Lowering the 
Wall: Religion 
and the Supreme 
Court in the 
1980s

Gregg 
Ivers

Convinced that church-state law under the Supreme 
Court during the 1980s took "a giant-and unwelcome 
step--backward," Gregg Ivers's book explores the 
changing relationship between religion and the state. 
Those looking for a neutral account of this relationship 
should look elsewhere. This book, commissioned by 
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, is a liberal's 
response to use of the courts by "[r]eligious 
conservatives, encouraged by the election of Ronald 
Reagan," to create a "broad wave of conservative 
religious populism" in pursuit of school prayer, financial 
assistance for parochial institutions and equal access 
to public school facilities for student religious clubs.

The Oxford 
Companion to the 
Supreme Court of 
the United States

Hall, 
Kermit L

Not about church and state, but a great resource book 
on the Court.

The Journal of 
Law and Religion

Hamline 
Universi
ty Law 
School

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Religion on Trial: 
How Supreme 
Court Trends 
Threaten 
Freedom of 
Conscience in 
America

Hammo
nd, 
Philip 
E., 
David 
W. 
Machac
ek and 
Eric 
Michael 
Mazur

A powerful indictment of the current Supreme Court, 
arguing the regressive justices are not faithful to the 
Constitution and thereby endanger religious freedom.

The Godless 
Constitution: The 
Case Against 
Religious 
Correctness

Isaac 
Krammi
k & R. 
Lawrenc
e Moore

The Godless Constitution is an urgent and timely 
reexamination of the roots of church-state separation 
in American politics - and a ringing refutation of the 
misguided claims of the religious right. In this important 
polemic two distinguished scholars of American 
political ideas and religion refute this dangerous 
attempt to introduce what they term "religious 
correctness" into our politics, by reminding us that the 
absence of any mention of God in the Constitution was 
a conscious action on the framers' part, intended to 
prevent the bloody religious controversies that so 
marked European history. They also emphasize that 
church-state separation was seen as a guarantee of - 
not a hindrance to - religions liberty. Fully respecting 
the importance of religion in the public sphere, yet 
forthright in defining proper limits, The Godless 
Constitution offers a bracing return to the first 
principles of American democracy - and a guide to 
keeping them intact in the forthcoming presidential 
campaign.

Holy Hullabaloos: 
A Road Trip to 
the Battlegrounds 
of the Church-
State Wars

J. D. 
Wexler

After ten years spent riddling over the intricacies of 
church/state law from the ivory tower, law professor 
Jay Wexler decided it was high time to hit the road to 
learn what really happened in some of the most 
controversial Supreme Court cases involving this hot-
button issue. In Holy Hullabaloos, he takes us along for 
the ride, crossing the country to meet the people and 
visit the places responsible for landmark decisions in 
recent judicial history, from a high school football field 
where fans once recited prayers before kickoff to a 
Santeria church notorious for animal sacrifice, from a 
publicly funded Muslim school to a creationist 
museum. Wexler's no-holds-barred approach to 
investigating famous church/state brouhahas is as 
funny as it is informative.

Far Right 
Fantasy: A 
Sociology of 
American 
Religion and 
Politics

James 
Aho

Far-Right Fantasy is a straight-forward, jargon-free 
study of contemporary American right-wing extremism. 
The book addresses the strengths and weaknesses of 
the standard psycho-social-cultural explanations of far-
right activism. It shows how extremists are similar 
educationally and psychologically to their more 
conventional neighbors; that they get into the 
movement in the same way that others become peace 
activists or radical environmentalists, namely, through 
their ties with fellow workers and church-goers, family 
members, and classmates; and that their views are 
given a patina of certainty by being repeatedly 
corroborated within closed, non-contaminated 
communication systems. 

Religion and the 
State: Essays in 
Honor of Leo 
Pfeffer

James 
E. Wood 
Jr.

These essays examine major themes affecting religion 
and the state in a free society and the interaction of 
religion and world order. While concern is given to the 
historical and judicial context of the Establishment and 
Free Exercise Clauses of the First Amendment, special 
attention is given to contemporary church-state 
problems in American life. In addition, the volume 
analyzes alternatives to church-state relations outside 
the United States and freedom of religion in the 
international advance of human rights.

Supreme 
Conflict: The 
Inside Story of 
the Struggle for 
Control of the 
United States 
Supreme Court

Jan 
Crawfor
d 
Greenb
urg

Drawing on unprecedented access to the Supreme 
Court justices themselves and their inner circles, 
acclaimed ABC News legal correspondent Jan 
Crawford Greenburg offers an explosive newsbreaking 
account of one of the most momentous political 
watersheds in American history. From the series of 
Republican nominations that proved deeply frustrating 
to conservatives to the decades of bruising battles that 
led to the rise of Justices Roberts and Alito, this is the 
authoritative story of the conservative effort to shift the 
direction of the high court—a revelatory look at one of 
the central fronts of America's culture wars by one of 
the most widely respected experts on the subject.

The Nine: Inside 
the Secret World 
of the Supreme 
Court

Jeffrey 
Toobin

In The Nine, acclaimed journalist Jeffrey Toobin takes 
us into the chambers of the most important—and 
secret—legal body in our country, the Supreme Court, 
revealing the complex dynamic among the nine people 
who decide the law of the land. An institution at a 
moment of transition, the Court now stands at a crucial 
point, with major changes in store on such issues as 
abortion, civil rights, and church-state relations. Based 
on exclusive interviews with the justices and with a 
keen sense of the Court’s history and the trajectory of 
its future, Jeffrey Toobin creates in The Nine a riveting 
story of one of the most important forces in American 
life today. (2008)

Roger Williams 
and the Creation 
of the American 
Soul: Church, 
State and the 
Birth of Liberty

John M. 
Barry

For four hundred years, Americans have wrestled with 
and fought over two concepts that define the nature of 
the nation: the proper relation between church and 
state and between a free individual and the state. 
These debates began with the extraordinary thought 
and struggles of Roger Williams, who had an 
unparalleled understanding of the conflict between a 
government that justified itself by "reason of state"-i.e. 
national security-and its perceived "will of God" and the 
"ancient rights and liberties" of individuals. Acclaimed 
historian John M. Barry explores the development of 
these fundamental ideas through the story of the man 
who was the first to link religious freedom to individual 
liberty, and who created in America the first 
government and society on earth informed by those 
beliefs. 

Religious Liberty 
and the Secular 
State

John M. 
Swomle
y

This book exposes the Supreme Court's erosion of the 
Establishment Clause while emphasizing the Free 
Exercise Clause. Swomley also explores civil religion, 
secular humanism, and the current counter-revolution 
against separation of church and state led by some 
religious and political conservatives who would profit 
from government aid. He also lists the benefits 
churches would realize under a secular government.

Religion and the 
American 
Constitutional 
Experiment: 
Essential Rights 
and Liberties

John 
Witte, 
Jr.

The third edition of this classic book provides a 
comprehensive, multidisciplinary overview of the 
history, theory, law, and comparative analysis of 
American religious liberty from the earliest colonial 
period through the most recent Supreme Court cases. 
The authors present balanced, accessible discussions 
of controversial issues, such as funding religious 
schools and charities and displaying religious symbols 
on government property. 

The Last 
Freedom: 
Religion from the 
Public School to 
the Public Square

Joseph 
P.Vitterit
i

The presidency of George W. Bush has polarized the 
church-state debate as never before. The Far Right 
has been emboldened to use religion to govern, while 
the Far Left has redoubled its efforts to evict religion 
from public life entirely. In The Last Freedom, Joseph 
Viteritti argues that there is a basic tension between 
religion and democracy because religion often rejects 
compromise as a matter of principle while democracy 
requires compromise to thrive. Viteritti argues that 
Americans must guard against debasing politics with 
either antireligious bigotry or religious zealotry. 
Drawing on politics, history, and law, he defines a new 
approach to the church-state question that protects the 
religious and the secular alike. Challenging much 
conventional opinion, Viteritti argues that the courts 
have failed to adequately protect religious minorities, 
that the rights of the religious are under greater threat 
than those of the secular, and that democracy exacts 
greater compromises and sacrifices from the religious 
than it does from the secular.

The Good News 
Club: The 
Christian Right's 
Stealth Assault 
on America's 
Children

Katherin
e 
Stewart

In 2009, the Good News Club came to the public 
elementary school where journalist Katherine Stewart 
sent her children. The Club, which is sponsored by the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, bills itself as an after-
school program of “Bible study.” But Stewart soon 
discovered that the Club’s real mission is to convert 
children to fundamentalist Christianity and encourage 
them to proselytize to their “unchurched” peers, all the 
while promoting the natural but false impression 
among the children that its activities are endorsed by 
the school. Astonished to discover that the U.S. 
Supreme Court has deemed this—and other forms of 
religious activity in public schools—legal, Stewart set 
off on an investigative journey to dozens of cities and 
towns across the nation to document the impact. In this 
book she demonstrates that there is more religion in 
America’s public schools today than there has been for 
the past 100 years. The movement driving this agenda 
is stealthy. It is aggressive. It has our children in its 
sights. And its ultimate aim is to destroy the system of 
public education as we know it.

American 
Theocracy: The 
Peril and Politics 
of Radical 
Religion, Oil, and 
Borrowed Money 
in the 21st 
Century

Kevin 
Phillips

Phillips takes an uncompromising view of the current 
age of global overreach, fundamentalist religion, 
diminishing resources, and ballooning debt under the 
GOP majority. With an eye to the past and a searing 
vision of the future, Phillips confirms what too many 
Americans are still unwilling to admit about the depth 
of our misgovernment.

The 
Fundamentals of 
Extremism: The 
Christian Right in 
America

Kimberl
y Blaker

The politics, educational policies, and social values 
perpetuated by Christian fundamentalists are exposed 
in this critical perspective on the religious right's role in 
American society. Statistics and studies of the 
movement are offered that provide insight into the 
causes and characteristics of fundamentalism and its 
effects on minority groups including women, children, 
African Americans, gays, and lesbians. Essays from a 
variety of authors consider the path to theocracy, the 
effect of the theology of inerrancy on politics, and the 
state of fundamentalism in the United States after the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Creationism on 
Trial: Evolution 
and God at Little 
Rock

Langdo
n Gilkey

Creationism on Trial is Gilkey's blow-by-blow account 
of his experiences as a witness for the ACLU at the 
1981 creationist trial in Little Rock, AR.

The Devil in 
Dover: An 
Insider's Story of 
Dogma v. Darwin 
in Small Town 
America

Lauri 
Lebo

Local newspaper reporter Lauri Lebo was handed the 
story of a lifetime when the Dover (Pennsylvania) 
School Board adopted a measure to require its ninth-
grade biology students to learn about intelligent 
design. In a case that recalled the famed 1925 Scopes 
“monkey” trial and made international headlines, 
eleven parents sued the school board. When the case 
wound up in federal court before a George W. Bush–
appointed judge, Lebo had a front-row seat. Lebo 
skillfully probes the compelling background of the 
case, introducing us to the plaintiffs, the defendants, 
the lawyers, and a parade of witnesses, along with 
Judge John E. Jones, who would eventually condemn 
the school board’s decision as one of “breathtaking 
inanity.” With the antievolution battle having moved to 
the state level—and the recent passage of state 
legislation that protects the right of schools to teach 
alternatives to evolution—the story will continue to be 
relevant for years to come.

Religion, State 
and the Burger 
Court

Leo 
Pfeffer

In Religion, State and the Burger Court, Leo Pfeffer, 
the leading authority on church/state law, presents a 
trenchant analysis of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court under Chief Justice Warren E. Burger, focusing 
on the Court's interpretation of the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments. These amendments that guarantee the 
separation of church and state and the free exercise of 
religion are fundamental to the unique character of 
democracy as it exists in the United States. However, 
the distinction between affairs of state and the 
concerns of organized religion has become blurred.

The 
Establishment 
Clause, Religion 
and the First 
Amendment

Leonard 
W. Levy

Leonard Levy's classic work examines the 
circumstances that led to the writing of the 
establishment clause of the First Amendment: 
'Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion. . . .' He argues that, contrary 
to popular belief, the framers of the Constitution 
intended to prohibit government aid to religion even on 
an impartial basis. He thus refutes the view of 
'nonpreferentialists,' who interpret the clause as 
allowing such aid provided that the assistance is not 
restricted to a preferred church. For this new edition, 
Levy has added to his original arguments and 
incorporated much new material, including an analysis 
of Jefferson's ideas on the relationship between church 
and state and a discussion of the establishment clause 
cases brought before the Supreme Court since the 
book was originally published in 1986.

God vs The 
Gavel: Religion 
and the Rule of 
Law

Marci 
Hamilto
n

God vs. the Gavel challenges the pervasive 
assumption that all religious conduct deserves 
constitutional protection. While religious conduct 
provides many benefits to society, it is not always 
benign. The thesis of the book is that anyone who 
harms another person should be governed by the laws 
that govern everyone else - and truth be told, religion is 
capable of great harm.

The Search for 
Christian America

Mark 
Noll., 
Nathan 
O. 
Hatch 
and 
George 
M. 
Marsde
n

The Search for Christian America" explores key 
questions raised by the movement asserting the 
Christian heritage of the U.S. and calling for its 
recovery. Through careful historical and contemporary 
analysis, the authors address such issues as: how 
much Christian action is required to make a whole 
society Christian; Puritan New England as case study; 
Christian principles vs. baptised ideology in the 
Revolutionary period; the stumbling block of incorrect 
views of America's history for effective Christian 
involvement in critical public issues; the relationship of 
Christian convictions to political or social agendas; 
learning to think historically as a guard against 
shortsighted or simplistic approaches.

The Myth of 
Christian 
America: What 
You Need to 
Know About the 
Separation of 
Church and State

Mark 
Weldon 
Whitten

Written in an accessible, popular style, Whitten 
provides sound scholarship in defense of the 
exposition of constitutional church-state separation.

Liberty and 
Conscience

Martha 
Nussba
um

The respect for religious difference has formed the 
bedrock of our nation and made equality possible. Yet 
today we are told that “moral values”—code for a 
government shaped by religious concerns—must be 
the keystone of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.

A Wall of 
Separation? 
Debating the 
Public Role of 
Religion

Mary C. 
Segers 
& Ted 
G. Jelen

Should the wall of separation between church and 
state be permeable or inviolable? This question has 
been hotly contested since the nation's founding and 
contentious debates persist today. With a collection of 
the most significant documents and an introduction by 
Clarke E. Cochran that provides the historical context 
of the debate, prominent scholars Mary Segers and 
Ted Jelen debate the impact of organized religion on 
the democratic process, examine its influence on 
political discourse, and discuss its significance for the 
creation of public policy. The authors illuminate the 
constitutional implications of using religion to cultivate 
public morality and discuss the complexities of creating 
a civic-minded citizenry in a pluralistic society.

Religious 
Freedom and the 
Supreme Court

Melissa 
Rogers, 
and 
Steven 
K. 
Green

A completely recast, updated, version of Robert T. 
Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward Benevolent 
Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme Court, 
listed belowA completely recast, updated, version of 
Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward 
Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme 
Court, listed belowA completely recast, updated, 
version of Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, 
Toward Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the 
Supreme Court, listed below

That's Not What 
They Meant! 
Reclaiming 
America's 
Founding Fathers 
from the Right 
Wing

Michael 
Austin

 In That's Not What They Meant! Professor Michael 
Austin examines dozens of books, articles, speeches, 
and radio broadcasts by such figures as Glenn Beck, 
Mark Levin, Sean Hannity, Larry Schweikart, and 
David Barton to expose the deep historical flaws in 
their use of America's founding history. In contrast to 
their misleading method of citing proof texts to serve a 
narrow agenda, Austin allows the Founding Fathers to 
speak for themselves, situating all quotations in the 
proper historical context. What emerges is a true 
historical picture of men who often disagreed with one 
another on such crucial issues as federal power, 
judicial review, and the separation of church and state. 
As Austin shows, the real legacy of the Founding 
Fathers to us is a political process: a system of 
disagreement, debate, and compromise that has kept 
democracy vibrant in America for more than two 
hundred years. Austin's carefully researched and 
rigorously argued book is essential reading for anyone 
seeking the accurate historical background to many of 
the hot-button political debates of today.

The Religious 
Roots of the First 
Amendment: 
Dissenting 
Protestants and 
the Separation of 
Church and State

Nichola
s P. 
Miller

Traditional understandings of the genesis of the 
separation of church and state rest on assumptions 
about "Enlightenment" and the republican ethos of 
citizenship. In The Religious Roots of the First 
Amendment, Nicholas P. Miller does not seek to 
dislodge that interpretation but to augment and enrich 
it by recovering its cultural and discursive religious 
contexts--specifically the discourse of Protestant 
dissent. He argues that commitments by certain 
dissenting Protestants to the right of private judgment 
in matters of Biblical interpretation, an outgrowth of the 
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, helped 
promote religious disestablishment in the early modern 
West. Miller shows that the separation of church and 
state can be read, most persuasively, as the triumph of 
a particular strand of Protestant nonconformity-that 
which stretched back to the Puritan separatist and the 
Restoration sects, rather than to those, like 
Presbyterians, who sought to replace the "wrong" 
church establishment with their own, "right" one. 

The Creator in 
the Courtroom: 
"Scopes II": The 
1981 Arkansas 
Creation-
Evolution Trial

Norman 
Geisler

Written by a creationist, this book is an account of the 
Scopes trial from that perspective, and argues that the 
judge in the case was prejudiced agains creationism 
from the very beginning. 

Storm Center: 
The Supreme 
Court in 
American Politics

O’Brien, 
David M

A terrific introduction to the history and particularly the 
workings of the Supreme Court, although it has very 
little specifically about church and state

God on Trial: 
Dispatches from 
America's 
Religious 
Battlefields

Peter 
Irons

Over the past two decades, federal courts have 
become contentious battlefields in America's growing 
religious wars. Since 1989, five momentous court 
cases have divided communities and the nation. Peter 
Irons, a noted constitutional scholar, lawyer, and author 
of the bestselling May It Please the Court, delivers a 
compelling narrative accompanied by first-person 
accounts from both sides of the fight in these historic 
cases. 

Living the 
Secular Life

Phil 
Zucker
man

Drawing on innovative sociological research, Living the 
Secular Life illuminates this demographic shift with the 
moral convictions that govern secular individuals, 
offering crucial information for the religious and 
nonreligious alike. Living the Secular Life reveals that, 
despite opinions to the contrary, nonreligious 
Americans possess a unique moral code that allows 
them to effectively navigate the complexities of modern 
life. Spiritual self-reliance, clear-eyed pragmatism, and 
an abiding faith in the Golden Rule to adjudicate moral 
decisions: these common principles are shared across 
secular society. Living the Secular Life demonstrates 
these principles in action and points to their usage 
throughout daily life.

Thy Kingdom 
Come: How the 
Religious Right 
Distorts Faith and 
Threatens 
America

Randall 
Balmer

For much of American history, evangelicalism was 
aligned with progressive political causes-the abolition 
of slavery, universal suffrage, and public education. 
But contemporary conservative activists have 
defaulted on this majestic legacy, embracing instead 
an agenda virtually indistinguishable from the 
Republican Party platform. How has evangelical 
Christianity become so entrenched in partisan politics? 
Randall Balmer, an evangelical Christian and a 
historian of American religion, deftly combines 
ethnographic research, theological reflections, and 
historical context to examine the nature of the 
Religious Right today-and offers a rallying cry for 
liberal Christians to reclaim the noble traditions of their 
faith.

First Freedom: 
The Fight for 
Religious Liberty

Randall 
Balmer, 
Lee 
Grogerg 
& Mark 
Mabry

In the sweltering summer of 1789, James Madison 
penned sixteen words in spare prose that became the 
First Amendment to the United States Constitution. 
Herein the founding fathers of a young government 
pledged separation of church and state, thus 
guaranteeing religious freedom for its citizens and 
establishing a free marketplace for religion in the 
United States. Utterly unprecedented in Western 
history, this construction of a government without the 
interlocking authority of religion set a new course for 
faith and politics and has produced a vibrant religious 
culture unmatched anywhere in the world. First 
Freedom details the progression of religious liberty 
from pilgrims and Puritans to the creation of the Bill of 
Rights and how it shaped a new nation. 

Close Encounters 
with the Religious 
Right: Journeys 
into the Twilight 
Zone of Religion 
and Politics

Rob 
Boston

What does Pat Robertson's Christian Coalition really 
want? What secret agenda lies behind radio counselor 
James Dobson's Focus on the Family? Who are the 
Promise Keepers and what are their ultimate goals? 
Why do so many leaders of the religious right engage 
in gay bashing? What would these groups do to our 
public school system, or to our government, if they 
were in power? Close Encounters with the Religious 
Right takes you behind the scenes to answer these 
questions and gives the reader a rare glimpse of a 
world the average American may not even realize 
exists.

James Madison 
on Religious 
Liberty

Robert 
Alley

This long-overdue volume is the only one of its kind 
containing all of Madison's religious writings, as well as 
new contributions by leading scholars. Madison's 
writings assume even more importance to thoughtful 
Americans as the Supreme Court continues to decide 
issues of school prayer, and as the Moral Majority tries 
to desecularize American public and private life. 
Imagine an America without the Bill of Rights, without 
the Constitution. This image of our nation, existing 
without these two foundations of freedom, justice, and 
inquiry, assaults the imagination, for these two 
documents are the fuel that runs the republic. What is 
even more remarkable is that their primary author was 
one man - James Madison.

The Most 
Dangerous Man 
in America? 

Robert 
Boston

Televangelist Pat Robertson has built one of the most 
powerful religious-political movements in American 
history. His Christian Coalition - with its '700 Club' 
broadcasting fundamentalism tinged with right-wing 
politics to an audience of millions, its American Center 
for Law and Justice legal action group attempting to 
impose far-right Christian ideas via the courts, and the 
growing number of graduates from its Regents 
University - wields a mighty sword within the 
Republican party in at least 25 states while GOP 
national leaders and presidential hopefuls court its 
favour. Despite his power, many Americans are not 
aware of Robertson's extreme political views or his 
goals for the United States. This book examines the 
role Robertson plays in contemporary politics and his 
efforts to influence American society through his 
various political organisations, businesses, and 
broadcast empire.

Why the 
Religious Right is 
Wrong about 
Separation of 
Church and State

Robert 
Boston

Award-winning journalist Robert Boston lambastes the 
zealots of the Religious Right for spreading 
misinformation about the constitutional principle of the 
separation of church and state. Boston reveals how a 
band of ultraconservative religious groups with a 
political agenda - led primarily by televangelist Pat 
Robertson - is conducting a systematic war aginst the 
separation of church and state. The tactics of these 
groups are designed to exploit unfounded fears and 
turn the American people against the separationist 
principle. To expose the Religious Right's blatant 
distortions of U.S. history and correct its skewed 
analysis of legal rulings, Boston objectively reviews the 
evolution of church/state relations in the United States 
and looks at how the separation principle has been 
applied by the courts. He also examines efforts by 
sectarian groups to win government support for their 
schools, the school prayer issue, the history of the free 
exercise of religion, and the controversial role of 
religion in the public square.

Queering 
Christianity: 
Finding a Place 
at the Table for 
LGBTQI 
Christians

Robert 
E. 
Shore-
Goss et. 
Al.

Through essays by noted lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer or questioning, and intersex 
(LGBTQI) religion scholars, this important compilation 
summarizes the history and current status of LGBTQI 
theology, exploring its relationship to the policies, 
practices, and theology of traditional Christianity. 
Contributors contrast the "radically inclusive" thinking 
of LGBTQI theology with the "exclusivity" practiced by 
many Christian churches, explaining the reasoning of 
each and clarifying contentious issues. At the same 
time, the book highlights ways in which "queer" 
theology and practice benefit Christian congregations. 
Writing from the perspective of grassroots Christian 
LGBTQI movements, many of the contributors draw 
upon their own experiences. Equally important, the 
work creates the basis for dialogue between traditional 
churches and followers of LGBTQI theology, offering 
practical suggestions for Christian congregations that 
wish to put aside exclusionary policies and practices.

Toward 
Benevolent 
Neutrality: 
Church, State, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Robert 
Miller. 
and 
Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

Presents the text of virtually every significant Supreme 
Court decision concerning religious freedom and 
separation of church and state. Also included are 
essays interpreting the historical background and legal 
issues involved in each case, beginning with the 
principal events leading to the adoption of the First 
Amendment.

Without a Prayer: 
Religious 
Expression in 
Public Schools

Robert 
S. Alley

This is the first thorough examination of school prayer 
to bring together the experiences of parents and 
children involved in contesting public school 
sanctioned prayer and Bible reading. Alley explores the 
way in which terms like "nonpreferentialism," 
"toleration" and "accommodation" are being used to 
hide violations of the First Amendment. Personal 
interviews were conducted with those involved in 
seven prominent cases. Each story challenges 
communities that impose the mores and cultural 
patterns of religion on their public schools. The result, 
in most instances, has been angry protests as well as 
threats against parents and children, and/or property 
damage.

Red State 
Religion: Faith 
and Politics in 
America's 
Heartland

Robert 
Wuthno
w

In Red State Religion, Robert Wuthnow tells the story 
of religiously motivated political activism in Kansas 
from territorial days to the present. He examines how 
faith mixed with politics as both ordinary Kansans and 
leaders such as John Brown, Carrie Nation, William 
Allen White, and Dwight Eisenhower struggled over the 
pivotal issues of their times, from slavery and 
Prohibition to populism and anti-communism. Beyond 
providing surprising new explanations of why Kansas 
became a conservative stronghold, the book sheds 
new light on the role of religion in red states across the 
Midwest and the United States. Contrary to recent 
influential accounts, Wuthnow argues that Kansas 
conservatism is largely pragmatic, not ideological, and 
that religion in the state has less to do with politics and 
contentious moral activism than with relationships 
between neighbors, friends, and fellow churchgoers. 

The Necessity of 
Secularism

Ronald 
A. 
Lindsey

For the first time in human history, a significant 
percentage of the world’s population no longer 
believes in God. This is especially true in developed 
nations, where in some societies nonbelievers now 
outnumber believers. Unless religion collapses 
completely, or undergoes a remarkable resurgence, 
countries across the globe must learn to carefully and 
effectively manage this societal mix of religious and 
irreligious. For in a world already deeply riven by 
sectarian conflict, this unprecedented demographic 
shift presents yet another challenge to humanity. 
Writing in an engaging, accessible style, philosopher 
and lawyer Ronald A. Lindsay develops a tightly 
crafted argument for secularism—specifically, that in a 
religiously pluralistic society, a robust, thoroughgoing 
secularism is the only reliable means of preserving 
meaningful democracy and rights of conscience.

To Defend the 
Constitution: 
Religion, 
Conscientious 
Objection, 
Naturalization, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

The story of people who were denied citizenship 
because they were conscientious objectors to war and 
how they fought their battles in the Supreme Court.

That Godless 
Court? Supreme 
Court Decisions 
on Church-State 
Relationships

Ronald 
Flowers

The "religious clause" of the First Amendment, 
seemingly simple and clear, has been and continues to 
be controversial in its application. In this book, Flowers 
explains the Court's thinking, clarifying for readers the 
decisions that have been built on or that have altered 
previous positions.

The Majesty of 
the Law: 
Reflections of a 
Supreme Court 
Justice

Sandra 
Day 
O'Conn
or

Not about church and state, but a readable introduction 
to the Supreme Court, its procedures and some of the 
issues it faces. 

God's Profits: 
Faith, Fraud and 
the Republican 
Crusade for 
Values Voters

Sarah 
Posner

Keenly observed and meticulously reported, "God's 
Profits" examines the unholy alliance between a new 
breed of corrupt televangelists and the Republican 
Party, which is eagerly courting "values voters" in the 
nation's largest megachurches. Author Sarah Posner 
exposes the activities of Kenneth Copeland, John 
Hagee, Rod Parsley, T.D. Jakes, and other politically 
connected, skillfully marketed, and increasingly 
influential religious leaders. Preaching the "prosperity 
gospel"???the notion that faith and tithing alone can 
ensure financial security???both in their churches and 
over the airwaves, these charismatic leaders scam the 
gullible even as they enjoy unprecedented access to 
top Bush Administration officials. 

Sexual 
Orientation and 
Human Rights in 
American 
Religious 
Discourse

Saul M. 
Olyan & 
Martha 
C. 
Nussba
um

Sexual orientation is a topic of intense debate within 
America's religious traditions. These discussions have 
had a significant impact on the formation of public 
policy, as speakers who locate themselves squarely 
within religious traditions have articulated positions on 
both sides in recent arguments concerning gays in the 
military, civil rights protections for gays and lesbians, 
gay marriage, parenting and foster parenting, and 
benefits for partners of gay and lesbian employees of 
major corporations and institutions. This volume, which 
stems from a 1995 conference at Brown University, 
aims to promote both academic and public 
understanding of the different positions that exist on 
sexual orientation and its public policy dimensions 
within four major American religious traditions. Writers 
from within the Jewish community, the Roman Catholic 
church, Mainline Protestant churches, and African-
American churches explore the history and tradition of 
their communities on same-sex orientation, discuss the 
moral stance they advocate, and consider the legal 
and public policy implications of that stance. For each 
of these traditions, two opposing views are 
represented, and a respondent frames the issue in a 
larger context. The book concludes with essays by 
Michael McConnell and Andrew Koppelman exploring 
how our society might find a modus vivendi in a state 
position of neutrality on the moral status of 
homosexuality.

Attack of the 
Theocrats! How 
the Religious 
Right Harms Us 
All- And What We 
Can Do About It

Sean 
Fairclot
h

At no time in American history has the United States 
had such a high percentage of theocratic members of 
Congress--those who expressly endorse religious bias 
in law. Just as ominously, at no other time have 
religious fundamentalists effectively had veto power 
over one of the country's two major political parties. As 
Sean Faircloth argues, this has led to the crumbling of 
the country's most cherished founding principle--the 
wall separating church and state--and presages even 
more crumbling.

Ellery's Protest: 
How One Young 
Man Defied 
Tradition and 
Sparked the 
Battle Over 
School Prayer

Stephen 
D. 
Solomo
n

Tells the fascinating personal and legal drama of the 
Schempp case: the family’s struggle against the ugly 
reactions of neighbors, and the impassioned courtroom 
clashes as brilliant lawyers on both sides argued about 
the meaning of religious freedom. But Schempp was 
not the only case challenging religious exercises in the 
schools at the time, and Ellery’s Protest describes the 
race to the Supreme Court among the attorneys for 
four such cases. Solomon also explores the political, 
cultural, and religious roots of the controversy. 

The Bible, The 
School and the 
Constitution: The 
Clash that 
Shaped Modern 
Church-State 
Doctrine

Steven 
K. 
Green

Draws attention to an often overlooked nineteenth 
century that remains relevant to today's church-state 
debate
Offers historical as well as legal perspectives on a 
crucial episode in American history
Extensively documented from primary sources

Freethinkers: A 
History of 
American 
Secularism

Susan 
Jacoby

At a time when the separation of church and state is 
under attack as never before, Freethinkers offers a 
powerful defense of the secularist heritage that gave 
Americans the first government in the world founded 
not on the authority of religion but on the bedrock of 
human reason. In impassioned, elegant prose, 
celebrated author Susan Jacoby traces more than two 
hundred years of secularist activism, beginning with 
the fierce debate over the omission of God from the 
Constitution. Moving from nineteenth-century 
abolitionism and suffragism through the twentieth 
century's civil liberties, civil rights, and feminist 
movements, Freethinkersilluminates the neglected 
achievements of secularists who, allied with tolerant 
believers, have led the battle for reform in the past and 
today.

The Age of 
American 
Unreason

Susan 
Jacoby

A cultural history of the last forty years, The Age of 
American Unreason focuses on the convergence of 
social forces-usually treated as separate entities-that 
has created a perfect storm of anti-rationalism. These 
include the upsurge of religious fundamentalism, with 
more political power today than ever before; the failure 
of public education to create an informed citizenry; and 
the triumph of video over print culture. Sparing neither 
the right nor the left, Jacoby asserts that Americans 
today have embraced a universe of “junk thought” that 
makes almost no effort to separate fact from opinion.

The First 
Freedoms: 
Church and State 
in America to the 
Passage of the 
First Amendment

Thomas 
Curry

Is government forbidden to assist all religions equally, 
as the Supreme Court has held? Or does the First 
Amendment merely ban exclusive aid to one religion, 
as critics of the Court assert? The First Freedoms 
studies the church-state context of colonial and 
revolutionary America to present a bold new reading of 
the historical meaning of the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment. Synthesizing and interpreting a 
wealth of evidence from the founding of Virginia to the 
passage of the Bill of Rights, including everything 
published in America before 1791, Thomas Curry 
traces America's developing ideas on religious liberty 
and offers the most extensive investigation ever of the 
historical origins and background of the First 
Amendment's religion clauses.

The Age of 
Reason

Thomas 
Paine

Of all the tyrannies that affect mankind, tyranny in 
religion is the worst," declared Thomas Paine, adding, 
"every other species of tyranny is limited to the world 
we live in; but this attempts to stride beyond the grave, 
and seeks to pursue us into eternity." Paine's years of 
study and reflection on the role of religion in society 
culminated with his final work, The Age of Reason. 
This coolly reasoned polemic influenced religious 
thinking throughout the world at the dawn of the 
nineteenth century, and its resonance remains 
undiminished by time.
The selfsame humanist and egalitarian views that 
made Paine a popular figure of the American 
Revolution brought him into frequent conflict with 
political authorities. Parts of The Age of Reason were 
written in a French jail, where Paine was confined for 
his opposition to the execution of Louis XVI. An atack 
on revealed religion from the deist point of view — 
embodied by Paine's credo, "I believe in one God, and 
no more" — this work undertakes a hitherto unheard-of 
approach to Bible study. Its critical and objective 
examination of Old and New Testatments cites 
nemerous contradictions as evidence against literal 
interpretations of the text. Well articulated and 
eminently readable, The Age of Reason is a classic of 
free thought.

Founding Faith: 
Providence, 
Politics, and the 
Birth of Religious 
Freedom in 
America

Waldma
n, 
Steven

Waldman lays out the debate between the 
accommodationists and separationists and then details 
the activities and beliefs of the Founding Fathers to 
see who of the contemporary disputants is right. He 
comes down in favor of the separationists, but he is fair 
to each side and helps the student understand the 
nature of the debate and where it comes from. 

The First Liberty, 
Religion and the 
American 
Republic

William 
Lee 
Miller

Though many claim the United States to be a 
"Christian Nation," Miller provides a fascinatingly vivid 
account of the philosophical skirmishes and political 
machinations that led to the "wall of separation" 
between church and state. That famous phrase is 
Jefferson's, though it does not appear in the 
Declaration of Independence nor in the Constitution. 
But Miller follows this seminal idea from three great 
standard-bearers of religious liberty: Jefferson, 
Madison, and Roger Williams. Jefferson, who wrote 
the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, the 
precursor of the First Amendment of the Constitution; 
James Madison, who was politically responsible for 
Virginia's acceptance of religious liberty and who, a 
few years later, helped draft the Bill of Rights; and the 
even earlier figure, the radical dissenter Roger 
Williams, who propounded the idea of religious 
freedom not as a rational secularist but out of a deeply 
held spiritual faith. 

Church and State 
in American 
History, 3rd 
Edition

Wilson, 
John F. 
and 
Donald 
L. 
Drakem
an

Presents chronologically-organized chapters that 
include selections from documents like colonial 
charters, opinions of the Supreme Court and salient 
legislation, along with contemporary commentary, and 
incisive interpretations of the issues by modern 
scholars. Figures as divergent as John Winthrop, John 
F. Kennedy, and Sandra Day O’Connor speak from 
these pages as directly as Paul Blanshard, Leon 
Higginbotham, John Courtney Murray, and Robert 
Bellah. Church and State in American History 
addresses the difficult relationships among the political 
and religious structures of our society and the 
emergence of an American solution to the church-state 
problem.



Title Author Description
Visions of 
Reality- What 
Fundamentalist 
Schools Teach

Albert J. 
Menend
ez

Although a majority of Americans have repeatedly 
shown in referendum elections and opinion polls that 
they oppose tax support for nonpublic schools, 
fundamentalist leaders and their political lobbies are 
putting increasing pressure on Congress and state 
legislatures to compel taxpayers to support sectarian 
private schools through "vouchers" or "tuition tax 
credits," under the deceptive banner of "school 
choice." Albert J. Menendez has carefully examined 
the most widely used history, English, and science 
textbooks in fundamentalist private schools. He 
documents the fact that these schools promote 
prejudice against people of other faiths, distort history, 
derogate our literary heritage, cast science in a bad 
light, and otherwise indoctrinate children with "visions 
of reality" that are incompatible with public tax support.

Religion and the 
Public Schools

Anne 
Marie 
Lofaso

Religion in the Public Schools: A Road Map for 
Avoiding Lawsuits and Respecting Parents’ Legal 
Rights is designed to help. This handy 129-page book, 
written by Associate Professor of Law Anne Marie 
Lofaso of West Virginia University, examines what the 
courts have said about many religion-in-school 
controversies and provides clear, concise answers to 
common questions. Fully referenced and 
footnoted, Religion in the Public Schools is the perfect 
guide for anyone seeking to better navigate the 
intersection between religion and public education.

Why We Still 
Need Public 
Schools

Art Must 
Jr.

Two cornerstones of American democracy - separation 
of church and state, and public schools - are under 
increasing attack. As this collection of essays, written 
by some of America's leading educators, political 
figures, and advocates of religious liberty shows, 
universal public education and the separation of 
church and state are related. The eminent contributors 
to this book argue that we need to defend both 
institutions against increasing onslaughts by the 
Religious Right and other self-proclaimed arbiters of 
societal behavior, who seek to dictate public policy and 
who are labeling the public schools themselves as 
"immoral" institutions. At issue here is not whether 
public schools need to be improved. It is assumed that 
improvement is necessary.

Piety & Politics: 
The Right Wing 
Assault on 
Religious 
Freedom

Barry 
Lynn

In the wake of the 2004 presidential election, the 
Religious Right insisted that George Bush had been 
handed a mandate for an ideology-based social 
agenda, including the passage of a “marriage 
amendment” to ban same-sex unions, diversion of tax 
money to religious groups through “faith-based 
initiatives,” the teaching of creationism in public 
schools, and restrictions on abortion. Led by an 
aggressive band of television preachers and extremist 
radio personalities, the Religious Right set its sights on 
demolishing the wall of separation between church and 
state. The Reverend Barry Lynn is a devout Christian, 
but he argues that politicians need to stop looking to 
the Bible to justify their actions and should consult 
another source instead: the U.S. Constitution. 

First Freedom 
First: A Citizen's 
Guide to 
Protecting 
Religious Liberty 
and Separation of 
Church and State

Barry 
Lynn & 
C. 
Welton 
Gaddy

The United States is the most religiously diverse nation 
in the world, due in large part to the clauses of the First 
Amendment that guarantee freedom for and from 
religion. But as we debate displaying Christmas trees 
at city hall and the Ten Commandments in the 
courthouse, we must ask: in what other ways is our 
religious liberty being compromised. In First Freedom 
First, with clear language and recognizable examples, 
two of the most trusted voices on church-state 
separation address head-on the many areas where 
religion and politics overlap, with consequences for all 
Americans.

The Right to 
Religious Liberty: 
The Basic ACLU 
Guide to 
Religious Rights

Barry 
Lynn, 
Marc D. 
Stern, 
and 
Oliver 
S. 
Thomas

This revised and updated edition of The Right to 
Religious Liberty sets forth an individual’s religious 
rights under present law, offering suggestions as to 
how they can be preserved and protected. (A bit 
dated-1995- but otherwise a good resource)

  Journal of 
Church and State

Baylor 
Universi
ty

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Pray the Gay 
Away: The 
Extraordinary 
Lives of Bible 
Belt Gays

Bernade
tte 
Barton

While some areas of the Unites States have made 
tremendous progress in securing rights for gay people, 
Bible Belt states lag behind. In Pray the Gay Away, 
Bernadette Barton argues that conventions of small 
town life, rules which govern Southern manners, and 
the power wielded by Christian institutions serve as a 
foundation for both passive and active homophobia in 
the Bible Belt. She explores how conservative 
Christian ideology reproduces homophobic attitudes 
and shares how Bible Belt gays negotiate these 
attitudes in their daily lives. Drawing on the remarkable 
stories of Bible Belt gays, Barton brings to the fore 
their thoughts, experiences and hard-won insights to 
explore the front lines of our national culture war over 
marriage, family, hate crimes, and equal rights. 

To Serve God 
and Wal-Mart: 
The Making of 
Christian Free 
Enterprise

Bethany 
Ellen 
Moreton

In the decades after World War II, evangelical 
Christianity nourished America’s devotion to free 
markets, free trade, and free enterprise. The history of 
Wal-Mart uncovers a complex network that united Sun 
Belt entrepreneurs, evangelical employees, Christian 
business students, overseas missionaries, and free-
market activists. Through the stories of people linked 
by the world’s largest corporation, Bethany Moreton 
shows how a Christian service ethos powered 
capitalism at home and abroad.

Moral Minority: 
Our Skeptical 
Founding Fathers

Brooke 
Allen

In her lively refutation of modern claims about 
America's religious origins, Brooke Allen looks back at 
the late eighteenth century and shows decisively that 
the United States was founded not on Christian 
principles at all but on Enlightenment ideas. Moral 
Minority presents a powerful case that the unique legal 
framework the Founding Fathers created was 
designed according to the humanist ideals of 
Enlightenment thinkers: God entered the picture only 
as a very minor player, and Jesus Christ was 
conspicuous by his absence. The guiding spirit of the 
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. 
Constitution, Ms. Allen explains, was not Jesus Christ 
but John Locke. In direct and accessible prose, she 
provides fascinating chapters on the religious lives of 
the six men she considers the key Founding Fathers: 
Franklin, Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, and Hamilton. Far from being the 
conventional pious Christians we too often imagine, 
these men were skeptical intellectuals, in some cases 
not even Christians at all.

The Battle over 
School Prayer: 
How Engel v. 
Vitale Changed 
America

Bruce J. 
Dierenfi
eld

Bruce Dierenfield has written a concise and readable 
guide to the first and still most important case that 
addressed the constitutionality of prayer in public 
schools. The 22-word recitation in a Long Island school 
that was challenged in Engel v. Vitale was hardly 
denominational not even overtly Christian but a handful 
of parents saw it as a violation of the First 
Amendment's proscription again the establishment of 
religion. The case forced the Supreme Court to take a 
stand on Jefferson's "wall of separation" between 
church and state. When it did so, the Court declared 
that by endorsing the prayer recitation no matter how 
brief, non-denominational, or voluntary the Long Island 
school board had unconstitutionally approved the 
establishment of religion in school. Writing with 
impeccable fairness and sensitivity, Dierenfield sets his 
account of the Engel decision in the larger historical 
and political context, citing battles over a wide range of 
religious activities in public schools throughout 
American history. Through interviews with many of the 
participants, he also reveals the large price paid by the 
plaintiffs and their children, who were frequently 
harassed both during and after the trial. 

Religious 
Fundamentalisms 
and the Human 
Rights of Women

C. 
Howlan
d

Dialogue on the conflict between religious 
fundamentalism and women's rights is often stymied 
by an 'all or nothing' approach: fundamentalists claim 
of absolute religious freedom, while some feminists 
dismiss religion entirely as being so imbued with 
patriarchy as to be eternally opposed to women's 
rights. This ignores, though, the experiences of 
religious women who suffer under fundamentalism and 
fight to resist it, perceiving themselves to be at once 
religious and feminist. In Religious Fundamentalisms 
and the Human Rights of Women , Howland provides a 
forum for these different scholars, both religious and 
nonreligious, to meet and seek common ground in their 
fight against fundamentalism. Through an examination 
of international human rights, national law, grass roots 
activism, and theology, this volume explores the acute 
problems that contemporary fundamentalist 
movements pose for women's equality and liberty 
rights.

Liars for Jesus: 
The Religious 
Right's Alternate 
Version of 
American History

Chris 
Rodda

Liars for Jesus debunks many of the historical lies 
invented and used by the Christian nationalist history 
revisionists in their efforts to further their far right 
political agenda and destroy the wall of separation 
between church and state in America. Liars for Jesus 
is not a book about religion. It is a history book, 
presenting and fully documenting the true stories and 
historical facts that are distorted in the "Christian 
nation" pseudo-history promoted by the religious right.

Wrapped in the 
Flag

Claire 
Conner

Claire Conner’s award-winning memoir, Wrapped in 
the Flag (Beacon Press 2013, 2014) weaves her  
intimate personal stories with the history of the 1960s, 
70s, and 80s. She chronicles her parents’ obsession 
with radical right-wing politics embodied in the John 
Birch Society, the most powerful  anti-Communist, anti-
government, populist movement of the 20th century

Nonbeliever 
Nation: The Rise 
of Secular 
Americans

David 
Niose

Today, one in five Americans are nonbelievers―a 
rapidly growing group at a time when traditional 
Christian churches are dwindling in numbers. Still we 
see almost none of them openly serving in elected 
office, while many others continue to loudly proclaim 
the falsehood of America as a Christian nation. David 
Niose calls for nonreligious Americans from all 
backgrounds to step out of the shadows and signal 
their opposition to the long-dominant Religious Right. 
Exploring all the hot-button issues that divide the 
country―from gay marriage to education policy to 
contentious church-state battles―he shows how 
Secular Americans―a group comprised not just of 
atheists and agnostics, but lapsed Catholics, secular 
Jews, and millions of others who have walked away 
from organized religion―are mobilizing and forming 
groups all over the country (even atheist clubs in Bible-
belt high schools) to challenge the exaltation of religion 
in American politics and public life. 

Original Intent: 
Chief Justice 
Rehnquist and 
the Course of 
American 
Church/State 
Relations

Derek 
Davis

Contemporary debate in the area of church/state 
relations centers around the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment: "Congress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of religion [the 
Establishment Clause] or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof [the Free Exercise Clause]." Original Intent is a 
readable and objective summary of the views of Chief 
Justice Rehnquist and an enlightening treatise on the 
future of church/state relations in America.

Roger Williams: 
Prophet of Liberty

Edwin 
C. 
Gaustad

Roger Williams chronicles the life of one of the most 
remarkable forefathers in American history. A true 
revolutionary, this devout Puritan championed Native 
American rights; wrote treatises on equal rights, flag 
desecration, and the separation of church and state; 
established the first American settlement based on 
total religious toleration--and he lived more than a 
century before independence, when America was still a 
vast wilderness! Williams went on to adopt adult 
baptism and founded the first Baptist church in 
America. He became president of Rhode Island colony 
in 1654, served as captain in the defense of 
Providence during King Philip's War, and continued to 
write and preach passionately for religious tolerance 
and Native American rights until his death in 1683.

Proclaim Liberty 
Throughout the 
Land: A History of 
Church and State 
in America

Edwin 
Gaustad

In this volume, one of the most distinguished scholars 
of American religious history traces the complicated 
relationship of church and state from the early colonial 
period, through the unique American experiment in 
religious liberty after the Revolution, to the ongoing 
debate over religious issues in our schools and 
communities. Edwin Gaustad relates entertaining and 
edifying accounts of headline-grabbing court trials 
involving polygamy, witchcraft, and church taxation. He 
quotes moving passages from the speeches and 
writings of American Presidents and Supreme Court 
justices to prove that, to paraphrase Michelangelo, 
"religious liberty is made up of a series of trifles, but 
religious liberty is no trifle."

Faith of the 
Founders: 
Religion and the 
New Nation, 
1776-1826

Edwin 
S. 
Gaustad

Edwin Gaustad provides a careful consideration of the 
developing relationship between religion and the state 
after the American Revolution. With concise focus on 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, 
George Washington, and John Adams, Gaustad 
identifies seven varying―sometimes 
contrary―perspectives on religion that guided the 
nation's founders. Faith of the Founders shows how 
these figures possessed an intuitive understanding of 
religion that helped nourish a young country. This brief 
but insightful book offers a look into the founding 
fathers' genius―and points to a way forward through 
the ideological boundaries that threaten to upend the 
daily doings of American government today.

With God on 
Their Side: How 
Christian 
Fundamentalists 
Trampled 
Science, Policy 
and Democracy 
in George W. 
Bush's White 
House

Esther 
Kaplan

When asked which single issue most affected their 
vote in the last presidential election, more than one in 
five Americans said “moral values”—and 78 percent of 
these voters chose to reelect President George W. 
Bush. As Esther Kaplan shows in her richly detailed 
investigation, it’s no wonder the Christian right voted 
for Bush in droves—their loyal support in 2000 
produced fantastic results. While organizations that 
offer abortion counseling and services or help to 
prevent HIV see their funds cut, church groups receive 
millions in federal dollars to promote sexual abstinence 
and marriage (provided, of course, it is heterosexual). 
Bush has appointed a Christian right dream team to 
the federal courts, dedicated to tearing down what one 
such judge calls “the so-called separation of church 
and state. Religious zeal even shapes Bush’s foreign 
policy, as Christian belief in the end times spurs the 
administration’s support for hard-line policies in Israel.

Evolution vs. 
Creationism

Eugenie 
C. Scott

More than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the 
debate over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.

The Separation 
of Church and 
State: Writings on 
a Fundamental 
Freedom by 
America's 
Founders

Forrest 
Church

A primer of essential writings about one of the 
cornerstones of our democracy by the original authors 
of the Constitution, edited by preeminant liberal 
theologian Forrest Church. Americans will never stop 
debating the question of church-state separation, and 
such debates invariably lead back to the nation’s 
beginnings and the founders’ intent. The Separation of 
Church and State presents a basic collection of the 
founders’ teachings on this topic. This concise primer 
gets past the rhetoric that surrounds the current 
debate, placing the founders’ vivid writings on religious 
liberty in historical perspective. Edited and with running 
commentary by Forrest Church, this important 
collection informs anyone curious about the original 
blueprint for our country and its government.

Separation of 
Church and 
State: Founding 
Principle of 
Religious Liberty

Frank 
Lambert

Frank Lambert tackles the central claims of the 
Religious Right "historians" who insist that America 
was conceived as a "Christian State," that modern-day 
"liberals" and "secularists" have distorted and/or 
ignored the place of religion in American history, and 
that the phrase "the separation of church and state" 
does not appear in any of the founding documents and 
is, therefore, a myth created by the Left. He discusses 
what separates "bad" history from "good" history, and 
concludes that the self-styled "historians" of the 
Religious Right create a "useful past" that enlists the 
nation's founders on behalf of present-day 
conservative religious and political causes. The result 
of a politicized religious history exposes the Religious 
Right "history" as fabrications and half-truths. In fact, 
one of the foundational principles of the Constitution is 
that of separation as the key to safeguarding freedom: 
separation of powers, separation of federal and state 
governments, and separation of church and state.

Religious 
Expression and 
the American 
Constitution

Frankly
n 
Haiman

In the current environment and fervor for “homeland 
security,” personal freedoms in exchange for security 
are coming under more scrutiny. Among these 
guaranteed freedoms are the protection of religious 
expression given by the U.S. Constitution and the 
constitutional prohibitions against behaviors that 
violate the separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.

Eternal Hostility: 
The Struggle 
Between 
Theocracy and 
Democracy

Frederic
k 
Clarkso
n

What is behind the violence against abortion clinics, 
attacks on gays and lesbians and the growing power of 
the religious right? Frederick Clarkson makes it clear 
that beyond the bombers and assassins who 
sometimes make news, is a growing, if not well 
understood, movement that encompasses Pat 
Robertson's Christian Coalition, the Unification Church 
of Sun Myung Moon and the Promise Keepers--the 
lead agency of the so-called Christian men's 
movement. Clarkson exposes the wild card of the 
"theology of vigilantism" which urges the enforcement 
of "God's law" and argues for fundamentalist revolution 
against constitutional democracy. 

Setting the 
Record Straight: 
Response to 
Misconceptions 
About Public 
Education in the 
US

Gerald 
Bracey

Gerald Bracey knows there are three kinds of lies in 
education policy: lies, damned lies, and the statistics 
that reactionary reformers tout as evidence in favor of 
dismantling our public schools. In this second and 
substantially updated edition of the hard-hitting Setting 
the Record Straight, Bracey goes toe-to-toe with the 
opponents of quality public education. You'll learn how 
to discredit them in your own discussions by using the 
very logic and statistical analyses they purport to have 
on their side. In this series of smart, forceful analyses, 
Bracey homes in on specific topics like vouchers, 
school funding, and comparisons to international test 
scores, themes around which agitators have created a 
host of mythological American school failures from the 
flimsiest of evidence. Each essay begins with a 
question you might commonly hear in conversation 
about these alleged shortcomings, to which Bracey 
provides a brief, sound- byte-ready rebuttal. Then he 
follows it up with a full-length explanation, replete with 
statistical data and talking points that fully support his 
assertions-and silence those who would undermine 
education with disinformation.

Not in Our 
Classrooms

Glenn 
Branch 
& 
Eugenie 
C. Scott

Where did the concept of intelligent design originate? 
How does it connect with, and conflict with, various 
religious beliefs? Should we teach the controversy 
itself in our science classrooms? In clear and lively 
essays, a team of experts answers these questions 
and many more, describing the history of the intelligent 
design movement and the lack of scientific support for 
its claims. Most importantly, the contributors—
authorities on the scientific, legal, educational, and 
theological problems of intelligent design-speak 
specifically to teachers and parents about the need to 
defend the integrity of science education by keeping 
intelligent design out of science curriculums. 

Lowering the 
Wall: Religion 
and the Supreme 
Court in the 
1980s

Gregg 
Ivers

Convinced that church-state law under the Supreme 
Court during the 1980s took "a giant-and unwelcome 
step--backward," Gregg Ivers's book explores the 
changing relationship between religion and the state. 
Those looking for a neutral account of this relationship 
should look elsewhere. This book, commissioned by 
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, is a liberal's 
response to use of the courts by "[r]eligious 
conservatives, encouraged by the election of Ronald 
Reagan," to create a "broad wave of conservative 
religious populism" in pursuit of school prayer, financial 
assistance for parochial institutions and equal access 
to public school facilities for student religious clubs.

The Oxford 
Companion to the 
Supreme Court of 
the United States

Hall, 
Kermit L

Not about church and state, but a great resource book 
on the Court.

The Journal of 
Law and Religion

Hamline 
Universi
ty Law 
School

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Religion on Trial: 
How Supreme 
Court Trends 
Threaten 
Freedom of 
Conscience in 
America

Hammo
nd, 
Philip 
E., 
David 
W. 
Machac
ek and 
Eric 
Michael 
Mazur

A powerful indictment of the current Supreme Court, 
arguing the regressive justices are not faithful to the 
Constitution and thereby endanger religious freedom.

The Godless 
Constitution: The 
Case Against 
Religious 
Correctness

Isaac 
Krammi
k & R. 
Lawrenc
e Moore

The Godless Constitution is an urgent and timely 
reexamination of the roots of church-state separation 
in American politics - and a ringing refutation of the 
misguided claims of the religious right. In this important 
polemic two distinguished scholars of American 
political ideas and religion refute this dangerous 
attempt to introduce what they term "religious 
correctness" into our politics, by reminding us that the 
absence of any mention of God in the Constitution was 
a conscious action on the framers' part, intended to 
prevent the bloody religious controversies that so 
marked European history. They also emphasize that 
church-state separation was seen as a guarantee of - 
not a hindrance to - religions liberty. Fully respecting 
the importance of religion in the public sphere, yet 
forthright in defining proper limits, The Godless 
Constitution offers a bracing return to the first 
principles of American democracy - and a guide to 
keeping them intact in the forthcoming presidential 
campaign.

Holy Hullabaloos: 
A Road Trip to 
the Battlegrounds 
of the Church-
State Wars

J. D. 
Wexler

After ten years spent riddling over the intricacies of 
church/state law from the ivory tower, law professor 
Jay Wexler decided it was high time to hit the road to 
learn what really happened in some of the most 
controversial Supreme Court cases involving this hot-
button issue. In Holy Hullabaloos, he takes us along for 
the ride, crossing the country to meet the people and 
visit the places responsible for landmark decisions in 
recent judicial history, from a high school football field 
where fans once recited prayers before kickoff to a 
Santeria church notorious for animal sacrifice, from a 
publicly funded Muslim school to a creationist 
museum. Wexler's no-holds-barred approach to 
investigating famous church/state brouhahas is as 
funny as it is informative.

Far Right 
Fantasy: A 
Sociology of 
American 
Religion and 
Politics

James 
Aho

Far-Right Fantasy is a straight-forward, jargon-free 
study of contemporary American right-wing extremism. 
The book addresses the strengths and weaknesses of 
the standard psycho-social-cultural explanations of far-
right activism. It shows how extremists are similar 
educationally and psychologically to their more 
conventional neighbors; that they get into the 
movement in the same way that others become peace 
activists or radical environmentalists, namely, through 
their ties with fellow workers and church-goers, family 
members, and classmates; and that their views are 
given a patina of certainty by being repeatedly 
corroborated within closed, non-contaminated 
communication systems. 

Religion and the 
State: Essays in 
Honor of Leo 
Pfeffer

James 
E. Wood 
Jr.

These essays examine major themes affecting religion 
and the state in a free society and the interaction of 
religion and world order. While concern is given to the 
historical and judicial context of the Establishment and 
Free Exercise Clauses of the First Amendment, special 
attention is given to contemporary church-state 
problems in American life. In addition, the volume 
analyzes alternatives to church-state relations outside 
the United States and freedom of religion in the 
international advance of human rights.

Supreme 
Conflict: The 
Inside Story of 
the Struggle for 
Control of the 
United States 
Supreme Court

Jan 
Crawfor
d 
Greenb
urg

Drawing on unprecedented access to the Supreme 
Court justices themselves and their inner circles, 
acclaimed ABC News legal correspondent Jan 
Crawford Greenburg offers an explosive newsbreaking 
account of one of the most momentous political 
watersheds in American history. From the series of 
Republican nominations that proved deeply frustrating 
to conservatives to the decades of bruising battles that 
led to the rise of Justices Roberts and Alito, this is the 
authoritative story of the conservative effort to shift the 
direction of the high court—a revelatory look at one of 
the central fronts of America's culture wars by one of 
the most widely respected experts on the subject.

The Nine: Inside 
the Secret World 
of the Supreme 
Court

Jeffrey 
Toobin

In The Nine, acclaimed journalist Jeffrey Toobin takes 
us into the chambers of the most important—and 
secret—legal body in our country, the Supreme Court, 
revealing the complex dynamic among the nine people 
who decide the law of the land. An institution at a 
moment of transition, the Court now stands at a crucial 
point, with major changes in store on such issues as 
abortion, civil rights, and church-state relations. Based 
on exclusive interviews with the justices and with a 
keen sense of the Court’s history and the trajectory of 
its future, Jeffrey Toobin creates in The Nine a riveting 
story of one of the most important forces in American 
life today. (2008)

Roger Williams 
and the Creation 
of the American 
Soul: Church, 
State and the 
Birth of Liberty

John M. 
Barry

For four hundred years, Americans have wrestled with 
and fought over two concepts that define the nature of 
the nation: the proper relation between church and 
state and between a free individual and the state. 
These debates began with the extraordinary thought 
and struggles of Roger Williams, who had an 
unparalleled understanding of the conflict between a 
government that justified itself by "reason of state"-i.e. 
national security-and its perceived "will of God" and the 
"ancient rights and liberties" of individuals. Acclaimed 
historian John M. Barry explores the development of 
these fundamental ideas through the story of the man 
who was the first to link religious freedom to individual 
liberty, and who created in America the first 
government and society on earth informed by those 
beliefs. 

Religious Liberty 
and the Secular 
State

John M. 
Swomle
y

This book exposes the Supreme Court's erosion of the 
Establishment Clause while emphasizing the Free 
Exercise Clause. Swomley also explores civil religion, 
secular humanism, and the current counter-revolution 
against separation of church and state led by some 
religious and political conservatives who would profit 
from government aid. He also lists the benefits 
churches would realize under a secular government.

Religion and the 
American 
Constitutional 
Experiment: 
Essential Rights 
and Liberties

John 
Witte, 
Jr.

The third edition of this classic book provides a 
comprehensive, multidisciplinary overview of the 
history, theory, law, and comparative analysis of 
American religious liberty from the earliest colonial 
period through the most recent Supreme Court cases. 
The authors present balanced, accessible discussions 
of controversial issues, such as funding religious 
schools and charities and displaying religious symbols 
on government property. 

The Last 
Freedom: 
Religion from the 
Public School to 
the Public Square

Joseph 
P.Vitterit
i

The presidency of George W. Bush has polarized the 
church-state debate as never before. The Far Right 
has been emboldened to use religion to govern, while 
the Far Left has redoubled its efforts to evict religion 
from public life entirely. In The Last Freedom, Joseph 
Viteritti argues that there is a basic tension between 
religion and democracy because religion often rejects 
compromise as a matter of principle while democracy 
requires compromise to thrive. Viteritti argues that 
Americans must guard against debasing politics with 
either antireligious bigotry or religious zealotry. 
Drawing on politics, history, and law, he defines a new 
approach to the church-state question that protects the 
religious and the secular alike. Challenging much 
conventional opinion, Viteritti argues that the courts 
have failed to adequately protect religious minorities, 
that the rights of the religious are under greater threat 
than those of the secular, and that democracy exacts 
greater compromises and sacrifices from the religious 
than it does from the secular.

The Good News 
Club: The 
Christian Right's 
Stealth Assault 
on America's 
Children

Katherin
e 
Stewart

In 2009, the Good News Club came to the public 
elementary school where journalist Katherine Stewart 
sent her children. The Club, which is sponsored by the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, bills itself as an after-
school program of “Bible study.” But Stewart soon 
discovered that the Club’s real mission is to convert 
children to fundamentalist Christianity and encourage 
them to proselytize to their “unchurched” peers, all the 
while promoting the natural but false impression 
among the children that its activities are endorsed by 
the school. Astonished to discover that the U.S. 
Supreme Court has deemed this—and other forms of 
religious activity in public schools—legal, Stewart set 
off on an investigative journey to dozens of cities and 
towns across the nation to document the impact. In this 
book she demonstrates that there is more religion in 
America’s public schools today than there has been for 
the past 100 years. The movement driving this agenda 
is stealthy. It is aggressive. It has our children in its 
sights. And its ultimate aim is to destroy the system of 
public education as we know it.

American 
Theocracy: The 
Peril and Politics 
of Radical 
Religion, Oil, and 
Borrowed Money 
in the 21st 
Century

Kevin 
Phillips

Phillips takes an uncompromising view of the current 
age of global overreach, fundamentalist religion, 
diminishing resources, and ballooning debt under the 
GOP majority. With an eye to the past and a searing 
vision of the future, Phillips confirms what too many 
Americans are still unwilling to admit about the depth 
of our misgovernment.

The 
Fundamentals of 
Extremism: The 
Christian Right in 
America

Kimberl
y Blaker

The politics, educational policies, and social values 
perpetuated by Christian fundamentalists are exposed 
in this critical perspective on the religious right's role in 
American society. Statistics and studies of the 
movement are offered that provide insight into the 
causes and characteristics of fundamentalism and its 
effects on minority groups including women, children, 
African Americans, gays, and lesbians. Essays from a 
variety of authors consider the path to theocracy, the 
effect of the theology of inerrancy on politics, and the 
state of fundamentalism in the United States after the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Creationism on 
Trial: Evolution 
and God at Little 
Rock

Langdo
n Gilkey

Creationism on Trial is Gilkey's blow-by-blow account 
of his experiences as a witness for the ACLU at the 
1981 creationist trial in Little Rock, AR.

The Devil in 
Dover: An 
Insider's Story of 
Dogma v. Darwin 
in Small Town 
America

Lauri 
Lebo

Local newspaper reporter Lauri Lebo was handed the 
story of a lifetime when the Dover (Pennsylvania) 
School Board adopted a measure to require its ninth-
grade biology students to learn about intelligent 
design. In a case that recalled the famed 1925 Scopes 
“monkey” trial and made international headlines, 
eleven parents sued the school board. When the case 
wound up in federal court before a George W. Bush–
appointed judge, Lebo had a front-row seat. Lebo 
skillfully probes the compelling background of the 
case, introducing us to the plaintiffs, the defendants, 
the lawyers, and a parade of witnesses, along with 
Judge John E. Jones, who would eventually condemn 
the school board’s decision as one of “breathtaking 
inanity.” With the antievolution battle having moved to 
the state level—and the recent passage of state 
legislation that protects the right of schools to teach 
alternatives to evolution—the story will continue to be 
relevant for years to come.

Religion, State 
and the Burger 
Court

Leo 
Pfeffer

In Religion, State and the Burger Court, Leo Pfeffer, 
the leading authority on church/state law, presents a 
trenchant analysis of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court under Chief Justice Warren E. Burger, focusing 
on the Court's interpretation of the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments. These amendments that guarantee the 
separation of church and state and the free exercise of 
religion are fundamental to the unique character of 
democracy as it exists in the United States. However, 
the distinction between affairs of state and the 
concerns of organized religion has become blurred.

The 
Establishment 
Clause, Religion 
and the First 
Amendment

Leonard 
W. Levy

Leonard Levy's classic work examines the 
circumstances that led to the writing of the 
establishment clause of the First Amendment: 
'Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion. . . .' He argues that, contrary 
to popular belief, the framers of the Constitution 
intended to prohibit government aid to religion even on 
an impartial basis. He thus refutes the view of 
'nonpreferentialists,' who interpret the clause as 
allowing such aid provided that the assistance is not 
restricted to a preferred church. For this new edition, 
Levy has added to his original arguments and 
incorporated much new material, including an analysis 
of Jefferson's ideas on the relationship between church 
and state and a discussion of the establishment clause 
cases brought before the Supreme Court since the 
book was originally published in 1986.

God vs The 
Gavel: Religion 
and the Rule of 
Law

Marci 
Hamilto
n

God vs. the Gavel challenges the pervasive 
assumption that all religious conduct deserves 
constitutional protection. While religious conduct 
provides many benefits to society, it is not always 
benign. The thesis of the book is that anyone who 
harms another person should be governed by the laws 
that govern everyone else - and truth be told, religion is 
capable of great harm.

The Search for 
Christian America

Mark 
Noll., 
Nathan 
O. 
Hatch 
and 
George 
M. 
Marsde
n

The Search for Christian America" explores key 
questions raised by the movement asserting the 
Christian heritage of the U.S. and calling for its 
recovery. Through careful historical and contemporary 
analysis, the authors address such issues as: how 
much Christian action is required to make a whole 
society Christian; Puritan New England as case study; 
Christian principles vs. baptised ideology in the 
Revolutionary period; the stumbling block of incorrect 
views of America's history for effective Christian 
involvement in critical public issues; the relationship of 
Christian convictions to political or social agendas; 
learning to think historically as a guard against 
shortsighted or simplistic approaches.

The Myth of 
Christian 
America: What 
You Need to 
Know About the 
Separation of 
Church and State

Mark 
Weldon 
Whitten

Written in an accessible, popular style, Whitten 
provides sound scholarship in defense of the 
exposition of constitutional church-state separation.

Liberty and 
Conscience

Martha 
Nussba
um

The respect for religious difference has formed the 
bedrock of our nation and made equality possible. Yet 
today we are told that “moral values”—code for a 
government shaped by religious concerns—must be 
the keystone of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.

A Wall of 
Separation? 
Debating the 
Public Role of 
Religion

Mary C. 
Segers 
& Ted 
G. Jelen

Should the wall of separation between church and 
state be permeable or inviolable? This question has 
been hotly contested since the nation's founding and 
contentious debates persist today. With a collection of 
the most significant documents and an introduction by 
Clarke E. Cochran that provides the historical context 
of the debate, prominent scholars Mary Segers and 
Ted Jelen debate the impact of organized religion on 
the democratic process, examine its influence on 
political discourse, and discuss its significance for the 
creation of public policy. The authors illuminate the 
constitutional implications of using religion to cultivate 
public morality and discuss the complexities of creating 
a civic-minded citizenry in a pluralistic society.

Religious 
Freedom and the 
Supreme Court

Melissa 
Rogers, 
and 
Steven 
K. 
Green

A completely recast, updated, version of Robert T. 
Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward Benevolent 
Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme Court, 
listed belowA completely recast, updated, version of 
Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward 
Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme 
Court, listed belowA completely recast, updated, 
version of Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, 
Toward Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the 
Supreme Court, listed below

That's Not What 
They Meant! 
Reclaiming 
America's 
Founding Fathers 
from the Right 
Wing

Michael 
Austin

 In That's Not What They Meant! Professor Michael 
Austin examines dozens of books, articles, speeches, 
and radio broadcasts by such figures as Glenn Beck, 
Mark Levin, Sean Hannity, Larry Schweikart, and 
David Barton to expose the deep historical flaws in 
their use of America's founding history. In contrast to 
their misleading method of citing proof texts to serve a 
narrow agenda, Austin allows the Founding Fathers to 
speak for themselves, situating all quotations in the 
proper historical context. What emerges is a true 
historical picture of men who often disagreed with one 
another on such crucial issues as federal power, 
judicial review, and the separation of church and state. 
As Austin shows, the real legacy of the Founding 
Fathers to us is a political process: a system of 
disagreement, debate, and compromise that has kept 
democracy vibrant in America for more than two 
hundred years. Austin's carefully researched and 
rigorously argued book is essential reading for anyone 
seeking the accurate historical background to many of 
the hot-button political debates of today.

The Religious 
Roots of the First 
Amendment: 
Dissenting 
Protestants and 
the Separation of 
Church and State

Nichola
s P. 
Miller

Traditional understandings of the genesis of the 
separation of church and state rest on assumptions 
about "Enlightenment" and the republican ethos of 
citizenship. In The Religious Roots of the First 
Amendment, Nicholas P. Miller does not seek to 
dislodge that interpretation but to augment and enrich 
it by recovering its cultural and discursive religious 
contexts--specifically the discourse of Protestant 
dissent. He argues that commitments by certain 
dissenting Protestants to the right of private judgment 
in matters of Biblical interpretation, an outgrowth of the 
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, helped 
promote religious disestablishment in the early modern 
West. Miller shows that the separation of church and 
state can be read, most persuasively, as the triumph of 
a particular strand of Protestant nonconformity-that 
which stretched back to the Puritan separatist and the 
Restoration sects, rather than to those, like 
Presbyterians, who sought to replace the "wrong" 
church establishment with their own, "right" one. 

The Creator in 
the Courtroom: 
"Scopes II": The 
1981 Arkansas 
Creation-
Evolution Trial

Norman 
Geisler

Written by a creationist, this book is an account of the 
Scopes trial from that perspective, and argues that the 
judge in the case was prejudiced agains creationism 
from the very beginning. 

Storm Center: 
The Supreme 
Court in 
American Politics

O’Brien, 
David M

A terrific introduction to the history and particularly the 
workings of the Supreme Court, although it has very 
little specifically about church and state

God on Trial: 
Dispatches from 
America's 
Religious 
Battlefields

Peter 
Irons

Over the past two decades, federal courts have 
become contentious battlefields in America's growing 
religious wars. Since 1989, five momentous court 
cases have divided communities and the nation. Peter 
Irons, a noted constitutional scholar, lawyer, and author 
of the bestselling May It Please the Court, delivers a 
compelling narrative accompanied by first-person 
accounts from both sides of the fight in these historic 
cases. 

Living the 
Secular Life

Phil 
Zucker
man

Drawing on innovative sociological research, Living the 
Secular Life illuminates this demographic shift with the 
moral convictions that govern secular individuals, 
offering crucial information for the religious and 
nonreligious alike. Living the Secular Life reveals that, 
despite opinions to the contrary, nonreligious 
Americans possess a unique moral code that allows 
them to effectively navigate the complexities of modern 
life. Spiritual self-reliance, clear-eyed pragmatism, and 
an abiding faith in the Golden Rule to adjudicate moral 
decisions: these common principles are shared across 
secular society. Living the Secular Life demonstrates 
these principles in action and points to their usage 
throughout daily life.

Thy Kingdom 
Come: How the 
Religious Right 
Distorts Faith and 
Threatens 
America

Randall 
Balmer

For much of American history, evangelicalism was 
aligned with progressive political causes-the abolition 
of slavery, universal suffrage, and public education. 
But contemporary conservative activists have 
defaulted on this majestic legacy, embracing instead 
an agenda virtually indistinguishable from the 
Republican Party platform. How has evangelical 
Christianity become so entrenched in partisan politics? 
Randall Balmer, an evangelical Christian and a 
historian of American religion, deftly combines 
ethnographic research, theological reflections, and 
historical context to examine the nature of the 
Religious Right today-and offers a rallying cry for 
liberal Christians to reclaim the noble traditions of their 
faith.

First Freedom: 
The Fight for 
Religious Liberty

Randall 
Balmer, 
Lee 
Grogerg 
& Mark 
Mabry

In the sweltering summer of 1789, James Madison 
penned sixteen words in spare prose that became the 
First Amendment to the United States Constitution. 
Herein the founding fathers of a young government 
pledged separation of church and state, thus 
guaranteeing religious freedom for its citizens and 
establishing a free marketplace for religion in the 
United States. Utterly unprecedented in Western 
history, this construction of a government without the 
interlocking authority of religion set a new course for 
faith and politics and has produced a vibrant religious 
culture unmatched anywhere in the world. First 
Freedom details the progression of religious liberty 
from pilgrims and Puritans to the creation of the Bill of 
Rights and how it shaped a new nation. 

Close Encounters 
with the Religious 
Right: Journeys 
into the Twilight 
Zone of Religion 
and Politics

Rob 
Boston

What does Pat Robertson's Christian Coalition really 
want? What secret agenda lies behind radio counselor 
James Dobson's Focus on the Family? Who are the 
Promise Keepers and what are their ultimate goals? 
Why do so many leaders of the religious right engage 
in gay bashing? What would these groups do to our 
public school system, or to our government, if they 
were in power? Close Encounters with the Religious 
Right takes you behind the scenes to answer these 
questions and gives the reader a rare glimpse of a 
world the average American may not even realize 
exists.

James Madison 
on Religious 
Liberty

Robert 
Alley

This long-overdue volume is the only one of its kind 
containing all of Madison's religious writings, as well as 
new contributions by leading scholars. Madison's 
writings assume even more importance to thoughtful 
Americans as the Supreme Court continues to decide 
issues of school prayer, and as the Moral Majority tries 
to desecularize American public and private life. 
Imagine an America without the Bill of Rights, without 
the Constitution. This image of our nation, existing 
without these two foundations of freedom, justice, and 
inquiry, assaults the imagination, for these two 
documents are the fuel that runs the republic. What is 
even more remarkable is that their primary author was 
one man - James Madison.

The Most 
Dangerous Man 
in America? 

Robert 
Boston

Televangelist Pat Robertson has built one of the most 
powerful religious-political movements in American 
history. His Christian Coalition - with its '700 Club' 
broadcasting fundamentalism tinged with right-wing 
politics to an audience of millions, its American Center 
for Law and Justice legal action group attempting to 
impose far-right Christian ideas via the courts, and the 
growing number of graduates from its Regents 
University - wields a mighty sword within the 
Republican party in at least 25 states while GOP 
national leaders and presidential hopefuls court its 
favour. Despite his power, many Americans are not 
aware of Robertson's extreme political views or his 
goals for the United States. This book examines the 
role Robertson plays in contemporary politics and his 
efforts to influence American society through his 
various political organisations, businesses, and 
broadcast empire.

Why the 
Religious Right is 
Wrong about 
Separation of 
Church and State

Robert 
Boston

Award-winning journalist Robert Boston lambastes the 
zealots of the Religious Right for spreading 
misinformation about the constitutional principle of the 
separation of church and state. Boston reveals how a 
band of ultraconservative religious groups with a 
political agenda - led primarily by televangelist Pat 
Robertson - is conducting a systematic war aginst the 
separation of church and state. The tactics of these 
groups are designed to exploit unfounded fears and 
turn the American people against the separationist 
principle. To expose the Religious Right's blatant 
distortions of U.S. history and correct its skewed 
analysis of legal rulings, Boston objectively reviews the 
evolution of church/state relations in the United States 
and looks at how the separation principle has been 
applied by the courts. He also examines efforts by 
sectarian groups to win government support for their 
schools, the school prayer issue, the history of the free 
exercise of religion, and the controversial role of 
religion in the public square.

Queering 
Christianity: 
Finding a Place 
at the Table for 
LGBTQI 
Christians

Robert 
E. 
Shore-
Goss et. 
Al.

Through essays by noted lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer or questioning, and intersex 
(LGBTQI) religion scholars, this important compilation 
summarizes the history and current status of LGBTQI 
theology, exploring its relationship to the policies, 
practices, and theology of traditional Christianity. 
Contributors contrast the "radically inclusive" thinking 
of LGBTQI theology with the "exclusivity" practiced by 
many Christian churches, explaining the reasoning of 
each and clarifying contentious issues. At the same 
time, the book highlights ways in which "queer" 
theology and practice benefit Christian congregations. 
Writing from the perspective of grassroots Christian 
LGBTQI movements, many of the contributors draw 
upon their own experiences. Equally important, the 
work creates the basis for dialogue between traditional 
churches and followers of LGBTQI theology, offering 
practical suggestions for Christian congregations that 
wish to put aside exclusionary policies and practices.

Toward 
Benevolent 
Neutrality: 
Church, State, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Robert 
Miller. 
and 
Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

Presents the text of virtually every significant Supreme 
Court decision concerning religious freedom and 
separation of church and state. Also included are 
essays interpreting the historical background and legal 
issues involved in each case, beginning with the 
principal events leading to the adoption of the First 
Amendment.

Without a Prayer: 
Religious 
Expression in 
Public Schools

Robert 
S. Alley

This is the first thorough examination of school prayer 
to bring together the experiences of parents and 
children involved in contesting public school 
sanctioned prayer and Bible reading. Alley explores the 
way in which terms like "nonpreferentialism," 
"toleration" and "accommodation" are being used to 
hide violations of the First Amendment. Personal 
interviews were conducted with those involved in 
seven prominent cases. Each story challenges 
communities that impose the mores and cultural 
patterns of religion on their public schools. The result, 
in most instances, has been angry protests as well as 
threats against parents and children, and/or property 
damage.

Red State 
Religion: Faith 
and Politics in 
America's 
Heartland

Robert 
Wuthno
w

In Red State Religion, Robert Wuthnow tells the story 
of religiously motivated political activism in Kansas 
from territorial days to the present. He examines how 
faith mixed with politics as both ordinary Kansans and 
leaders such as John Brown, Carrie Nation, William 
Allen White, and Dwight Eisenhower struggled over the 
pivotal issues of their times, from slavery and 
Prohibition to populism and anti-communism. Beyond 
providing surprising new explanations of why Kansas 
became a conservative stronghold, the book sheds 
new light on the role of religion in red states across the 
Midwest and the United States. Contrary to recent 
influential accounts, Wuthnow argues that Kansas 
conservatism is largely pragmatic, not ideological, and 
that religion in the state has less to do with politics and 
contentious moral activism than with relationships 
between neighbors, friends, and fellow churchgoers. 

The Necessity of 
Secularism

Ronald 
A. 
Lindsey

For the first time in human history, a significant 
percentage of the world’s population no longer 
believes in God. This is especially true in developed 
nations, where in some societies nonbelievers now 
outnumber believers. Unless religion collapses 
completely, or undergoes a remarkable resurgence, 
countries across the globe must learn to carefully and 
effectively manage this societal mix of religious and 
irreligious. For in a world already deeply riven by 
sectarian conflict, this unprecedented demographic 
shift presents yet another challenge to humanity. 
Writing in an engaging, accessible style, philosopher 
and lawyer Ronald A. Lindsay develops a tightly 
crafted argument for secularism—specifically, that in a 
religiously pluralistic society, a robust, thoroughgoing 
secularism is the only reliable means of preserving 
meaningful democracy and rights of conscience.

To Defend the 
Constitution: 
Religion, 
Conscientious 
Objection, 
Naturalization, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

The story of people who were denied citizenship 
because they were conscientious objectors to war and 
how they fought their battles in the Supreme Court.

That Godless 
Court? Supreme 
Court Decisions 
on Church-State 
Relationships

Ronald 
Flowers

The "religious clause" of the First Amendment, 
seemingly simple and clear, has been and continues to 
be controversial in its application. In this book, Flowers 
explains the Court's thinking, clarifying for readers the 
decisions that have been built on or that have altered 
previous positions.

The Majesty of 
the Law: 
Reflections of a 
Supreme Court 
Justice

Sandra 
Day 
O'Conn
or

Not about church and state, but a readable introduction 
to the Supreme Court, its procedures and some of the 
issues it faces. 

God's Profits: 
Faith, Fraud and 
the Republican 
Crusade for 
Values Voters

Sarah 
Posner

Keenly observed and meticulously reported, "God's 
Profits" examines the unholy alliance between a new 
breed of corrupt televangelists and the Republican 
Party, which is eagerly courting "values voters" in the 
nation's largest megachurches. Author Sarah Posner 
exposes the activities of Kenneth Copeland, John 
Hagee, Rod Parsley, T.D. Jakes, and other politically 
connected, skillfully marketed, and increasingly 
influential religious leaders. Preaching the "prosperity 
gospel"???the notion that faith and tithing alone can 
ensure financial security???both in their churches and 
over the airwaves, these charismatic leaders scam the 
gullible even as they enjoy unprecedented access to 
top Bush Administration officials. 

Sexual 
Orientation and 
Human Rights in 
American 
Religious 
Discourse

Saul M. 
Olyan & 
Martha 
C. 
Nussba
um

Sexual orientation is a topic of intense debate within 
America's religious traditions. These discussions have 
had a significant impact on the formation of public 
policy, as speakers who locate themselves squarely 
within religious traditions have articulated positions on 
both sides in recent arguments concerning gays in the 
military, civil rights protections for gays and lesbians, 
gay marriage, parenting and foster parenting, and 
benefits for partners of gay and lesbian employees of 
major corporations and institutions. This volume, which 
stems from a 1995 conference at Brown University, 
aims to promote both academic and public 
understanding of the different positions that exist on 
sexual orientation and its public policy dimensions 
within four major American religious traditions. Writers 
from within the Jewish community, the Roman Catholic 
church, Mainline Protestant churches, and African-
American churches explore the history and tradition of 
their communities on same-sex orientation, discuss the 
moral stance they advocate, and consider the legal 
and public policy implications of that stance. For each 
of these traditions, two opposing views are 
represented, and a respondent frames the issue in a 
larger context. The book concludes with essays by 
Michael McConnell and Andrew Koppelman exploring 
how our society might find a modus vivendi in a state 
position of neutrality on the moral status of 
homosexuality.

Attack of the 
Theocrats! How 
the Religious 
Right Harms Us 
All- And What We 
Can Do About It

Sean 
Fairclot
h

At no time in American history has the United States 
had such a high percentage of theocratic members of 
Congress--those who expressly endorse religious bias 
in law. Just as ominously, at no other time have 
religious fundamentalists effectively had veto power 
over one of the country's two major political parties. As 
Sean Faircloth argues, this has led to the crumbling of 
the country's most cherished founding principle--the 
wall separating church and state--and presages even 
more crumbling.

Ellery's Protest: 
How One Young 
Man Defied 
Tradition and 
Sparked the 
Battle Over 
School Prayer

Stephen 
D. 
Solomo
n

Tells the fascinating personal and legal drama of the 
Schempp case: the family’s struggle against the ugly 
reactions of neighbors, and the impassioned courtroom 
clashes as brilliant lawyers on both sides argued about 
the meaning of religious freedom. But Schempp was 
not the only case challenging religious exercises in the 
schools at the time, and Ellery’s Protest describes the 
race to the Supreme Court among the attorneys for 
four such cases. Solomon also explores the political, 
cultural, and religious roots of the controversy. 

The Bible, The 
School and the 
Constitution: The 
Clash that 
Shaped Modern 
Church-State 
Doctrine

Steven 
K. 
Green

Draws attention to an often overlooked nineteenth 
century that remains relevant to today's church-state 
debate
Offers historical as well as legal perspectives on a 
crucial episode in American history
Extensively documented from primary sources

Freethinkers: A 
History of 
American 
Secularism

Susan 
Jacoby

At a time when the separation of church and state is 
under attack as never before, Freethinkers offers a 
powerful defense of the secularist heritage that gave 
Americans the first government in the world founded 
not on the authority of religion but on the bedrock of 
human reason. In impassioned, elegant prose, 
celebrated author Susan Jacoby traces more than two 
hundred years of secularist activism, beginning with 
the fierce debate over the omission of God from the 
Constitution. Moving from nineteenth-century 
abolitionism and suffragism through the twentieth 
century's civil liberties, civil rights, and feminist 
movements, Freethinkersilluminates the neglected 
achievements of secularists who, allied with tolerant 
believers, have led the battle for reform in the past and 
today.

The Age of 
American 
Unreason

Susan 
Jacoby

A cultural history of the last forty years, The Age of 
American Unreason focuses on the convergence of 
social forces-usually treated as separate entities-that 
has created a perfect storm of anti-rationalism. These 
include the upsurge of religious fundamentalism, with 
more political power today than ever before; the failure 
of public education to create an informed citizenry; and 
the triumph of video over print culture. Sparing neither 
the right nor the left, Jacoby asserts that Americans 
today have embraced a universe of “junk thought” that 
makes almost no effort to separate fact from opinion.

The First 
Freedoms: 
Church and State 
in America to the 
Passage of the 
First Amendment

Thomas 
Curry

Is government forbidden to assist all religions equally, 
as the Supreme Court has held? Or does the First 
Amendment merely ban exclusive aid to one religion, 
as critics of the Court assert? The First Freedoms 
studies the church-state context of colonial and 
revolutionary America to present a bold new reading of 
the historical meaning of the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment. Synthesizing and interpreting a 
wealth of evidence from the founding of Virginia to the 
passage of the Bill of Rights, including everything 
published in America before 1791, Thomas Curry 
traces America's developing ideas on religious liberty 
and offers the most extensive investigation ever of the 
historical origins and background of the First 
Amendment's religion clauses.

The Age of 
Reason

Thomas 
Paine

Of all the tyrannies that affect mankind, tyranny in 
religion is the worst," declared Thomas Paine, adding, 
"every other species of tyranny is limited to the world 
we live in; but this attempts to stride beyond the grave, 
and seeks to pursue us into eternity." Paine's years of 
study and reflection on the role of religion in society 
culminated with his final work, The Age of Reason. 
This coolly reasoned polemic influenced religious 
thinking throughout the world at the dawn of the 
nineteenth century, and its resonance remains 
undiminished by time.
The selfsame humanist and egalitarian views that 
made Paine a popular figure of the American 
Revolution brought him into frequent conflict with 
political authorities. Parts of The Age of Reason were 
written in a French jail, where Paine was confined for 
his opposition to the execution of Louis XVI. An atack 
on revealed religion from the deist point of view — 
embodied by Paine's credo, "I believe in one God, and 
no more" — this work undertakes a hitherto unheard-of 
approach to Bible study. Its critical and objective 
examination of Old and New Testatments cites 
nemerous contradictions as evidence against literal 
interpretations of the text. Well articulated and 
eminently readable, The Age of Reason is a classic of 
free thought.

Founding Faith: 
Providence, 
Politics, and the 
Birth of Religious 
Freedom in 
America

Waldma
n, 
Steven

Waldman lays out the debate between the 
accommodationists and separationists and then details 
the activities and beliefs of the Founding Fathers to 
see who of the contemporary disputants is right. He 
comes down in favor of the separationists, but he is fair 
to each side and helps the student understand the 
nature of the debate and where it comes from. 

The First Liberty, 
Religion and the 
American 
Republic

William 
Lee 
Miller

Though many claim the United States to be a 
"Christian Nation," Miller provides a fascinatingly vivid 
account of the philosophical skirmishes and political 
machinations that led to the "wall of separation" 
between church and state. That famous phrase is 
Jefferson's, though it does not appear in the 
Declaration of Independence nor in the Constitution. 
But Miller follows this seminal idea from three great 
standard-bearers of religious liberty: Jefferson, 
Madison, and Roger Williams. Jefferson, who wrote 
the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, the 
precursor of the First Amendment of the Constitution; 
James Madison, who was politically responsible for 
Virginia's acceptance of religious liberty and who, a 
few years later, helped draft the Bill of Rights; and the 
even earlier figure, the radical dissenter Roger 
Williams, who propounded the idea of religious 
freedom not as a rational secularist but out of a deeply 
held spiritual faith. 

Church and State 
in American 
History, 3rd 
Edition

Wilson, 
John F. 
and 
Donald 
L. 
Drakem
an

Presents chronologically-organized chapters that 
include selections from documents like colonial 
charters, opinions of the Supreme Court and salient 
legislation, along with contemporary commentary, and 
incisive interpretations of the issues by modern 
scholars. Figures as divergent as John Winthrop, John 
F. Kennedy, and Sandra Day O’Connor speak from 
these pages as directly as Paul Blanshard, Leon 
Higginbotham, John Courtney Murray, and Robert 
Bellah. Church and State in American History 
addresses the difficult relationships among the political 
and religious structures of our society and the 
emergence of an American solution to the church-state 
problem.



Title Author Description
Visions of 
Reality- What 
Fundamentalist 
Schools Teach

Albert J. 
Menend
ez

Although a majority of Americans have repeatedly 
shown in referendum elections and opinion polls that 
they oppose tax support for nonpublic schools, 
fundamentalist leaders and their political lobbies are 
putting increasing pressure on Congress and state 
legislatures to compel taxpayers to support sectarian 
private schools through "vouchers" or "tuition tax 
credits," under the deceptive banner of "school 
choice." Albert J. Menendez has carefully examined 
the most widely used history, English, and science 
textbooks in fundamentalist private schools. He 
documents the fact that these schools promote 
prejudice against people of other faiths, distort history, 
derogate our literary heritage, cast science in a bad 
light, and otherwise indoctrinate children with "visions 
of reality" that are incompatible with public tax support.

Religion and the 
Public Schools

Anne 
Marie 
Lofaso

Religion in the Public Schools: A Road Map for 
Avoiding Lawsuits and Respecting Parents’ Legal 
Rights is designed to help. This handy 129-page book, 
written by Associate Professor of Law Anne Marie 
Lofaso of West Virginia University, examines what the 
courts have said about many religion-in-school 
controversies and provides clear, concise answers to 
common questions. Fully referenced and 
footnoted, Religion in the Public Schools is the perfect 
guide for anyone seeking to better navigate the 
intersection between religion and public education.

Why We Still 
Need Public 
Schools

Art Must 
Jr.

Two cornerstones of American democracy - separation 
of church and state, and public schools - are under 
increasing attack. As this collection of essays, written 
by some of America's leading educators, political 
figures, and advocates of religious liberty shows, 
universal public education and the separation of 
church and state are related. The eminent contributors 
to this book argue that we need to defend both 
institutions against increasing onslaughts by the 
Religious Right and other self-proclaimed arbiters of 
societal behavior, who seek to dictate public policy and 
who are labeling the public schools themselves as 
"immoral" institutions. At issue here is not whether 
public schools need to be improved. It is assumed that 
improvement is necessary.

Piety & Politics: 
The Right Wing 
Assault on 
Religious 
Freedom

Barry 
Lynn

In the wake of the 2004 presidential election, the 
Religious Right insisted that George Bush had been 
handed a mandate for an ideology-based social 
agenda, including the passage of a “marriage 
amendment” to ban same-sex unions, diversion of tax 
money to religious groups through “faith-based 
initiatives,” the teaching of creationism in public 
schools, and restrictions on abortion. Led by an 
aggressive band of television preachers and extremist 
radio personalities, the Religious Right set its sights on 
demolishing the wall of separation between church and 
state. The Reverend Barry Lynn is a devout Christian, 
but he argues that politicians need to stop looking to 
the Bible to justify their actions and should consult 
another source instead: the U.S. Constitution. 

First Freedom 
First: A Citizen's 
Guide to 
Protecting 
Religious Liberty 
and Separation of 
Church and State

Barry 
Lynn & 
C. 
Welton 
Gaddy

The United States is the most religiously diverse nation 
in the world, due in large part to the clauses of the First 
Amendment that guarantee freedom for and from 
religion. But as we debate displaying Christmas trees 
at city hall and the Ten Commandments in the 
courthouse, we must ask: in what other ways is our 
religious liberty being compromised. In First Freedom 
First, with clear language and recognizable examples, 
two of the most trusted voices on church-state 
separation address head-on the many areas where 
religion and politics overlap, with consequences for all 
Americans.

The Right to 
Religious Liberty: 
The Basic ACLU 
Guide to 
Religious Rights

Barry 
Lynn, 
Marc D. 
Stern, 
and 
Oliver 
S. 
Thomas

This revised and updated edition of The Right to 
Religious Liberty sets forth an individual’s religious 
rights under present law, offering suggestions as to 
how they can be preserved and protected. (A bit 
dated-1995- but otherwise a good resource)

  Journal of 
Church and State

Baylor 
Universi
ty

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Pray the Gay 
Away: The 
Extraordinary 
Lives of Bible 
Belt Gays

Bernade
tte 
Barton

While some areas of the Unites States have made 
tremendous progress in securing rights for gay people, 
Bible Belt states lag behind. In Pray the Gay Away, 
Bernadette Barton argues that conventions of small 
town life, rules which govern Southern manners, and 
the power wielded by Christian institutions serve as a 
foundation for both passive and active homophobia in 
the Bible Belt. She explores how conservative 
Christian ideology reproduces homophobic attitudes 
and shares how Bible Belt gays negotiate these 
attitudes in their daily lives. Drawing on the remarkable 
stories of Bible Belt gays, Barton brings to the fore 
their thoughts, experiences and hard-won insights to 
explore the front lines of our national culture war over 
marriage, family, hate crimes, and equal rights. 

To Serve God 
and Wal-Mart: 
The Making of 
Christian Free 
Enterprise

Bethany 
Ellen 
Moreton

In the decades after World War II, evangelical 
Christianity nourished America’s devotion to free 
markets, free trade, and free enterprise. The history of 
Wal-Mart uncovers a complex network that united Sun 
Belt entrepreneurs, evangelical employees, Christian 
business students, overseas missionaries, and free-
market activists. Through the stories of people linked 
by the world’s largest corporation, Bethany Moreton 
shows how a Christian service ethos powered 
capitalism at home and abroad.

Moral Minority: 
Our Skeptical 
Founding Fathers

Brooke 
Allen

In her lively refutation of modern claims about 
America's religious origins, Brooke Allen looks back at 
the late eighteenth century and shows decisively that 
the United States was founded not on Christian 
principles at all but on Enlightenment ideas. Moral 
Minority presents a powerful case that the unique legal 
framework the Founding Fathers created was 
designed according to the humanist ideals of 
Enlightenment thinkers: God entered the picture only 
as a very minor player, and Jesus Christ was 
conspicuous by his absence. The guiding spirit of the 
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. 
Constitution, Ms. Allen explains, was not Jesus Christ 
but John Locke. In direct and accessible prose, she 
provides fascinating chapters on the religious lives of 
the six men she considers the key Founding Fathers: 
Franklin, Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, and Hamilton. Far from being the 
conventional pious Christians we too often imagine, 
these men were skeptical intellectuals, in some cases 
not even Christians at all.

The Battle over 
School Prayer: 
How Engel v. 
Vitale Changed 
America

Bruce J. 
Dierenfi
eld

Bruce Dierenfield has written a concise and readable 
guide to the first and still most important case that 
addressed the constitutionality of prayer in public 
schools. The 22-word recitation in a Long Island school 
that was challenged in Engel v. Vitale was hardly 
denominational not even overtly Christian but a handful 
of parents saw it as a violation of the First 
Amendment's proscription again the establishment of 
religion. The case forced the Supreme Court to take a 
stand on Jefferson's "wall of separation" between 
church and state. When it did so, the Court declared 
that by endorsing the prayer recitation no matter how 
brief, non-denominational, or voluntary the Long Island 
school board had unconstitutionally approved the 
establishment of religion in school. Writing with 
impeccable fairness and sensitivity, Dierenfield sets his 
account of the Engel decision in the larger historical 
and political context, citing battles over a wide range of 
religious activities in public schools throughout 
American history. Through interviews with many of the 
participants, he also reveals the large price paid by the 
plaintiffs and their children, who were frequently 
harassed both during and after the trial. 

Religious 
Fundamentalisms 
and the Human 
Rights of Women

C. 
Howlan
d

Dialogue on the conflict between religious 
fundamentalism and women's rights is often stymied 
by an 'all or nothing' approach: fundamentalists claim 
of absolute religious freedom, while some feminists 
dismiss religion entirely as being so imbued with 
patriarchy as to be eternally opposed to women's 
rights. This ignores, though, the experiences of 
religious women who suffer under fundamentalism and 
fight to resist it, perceiving themselves to be at once 
religious and feminist. In Religious Fundamentalisms 
and the Human Rights of Women , Howland provides a 
forum for these different scholars, both religious and 
nonreligious, to meet and seek common ground in their 
fight against fundamentalism. Through an examination 
of international human rights, national law, grass roots 
activism, and theology, this volume explores the acute 
problems that contemporary fundamentalist 
movements pose for women's equality and liberty 
rights.

Liars for Jesus: 
The Religious 
Right's Alternate 
Version of 
American History

Chris 
Rodda

Liars for Jesus debunks many of the historical lies 
invented and used by the Christian nationalist history 
revisionists in their efforts to further their far right 
political agenda and destroy the wall of separation 
between church and state in America. Liars for Jesus 
is not a book about religion. It is a history book, 
presenting and fully documenting the true stories and 
historical facts that are distorted in the "Christian 
nation" pseudo-history promoted by the religious right.

Wrapped in the 
Flag

Claire 
Conner

Claire Conner’s award-winning memoir, Wrapped in 
the Flag (Beacon Press 2013, 2014) weaves her  
intimate personal stories with the history of the 1960s, 
70s, and 80s. She chronicles her parents’ obsession 
with radical right-wing politics embodied in the John 
Birch Society, the most powerful  anti-Communist, anti-
government, populist movement of the 20th century

Nonbeliever 
Nation: The Rise 
of Secular 
Americans

David 
Niose

Today, one in five Americans are nonbelievers―a 
rapidly growing group at a time when traditional 
Christian churches are dwindling in numbers. Still we 
see almost none of them openly serving in elected 
office, while many others continue to loudly proclaim 
the falsehood of America as a Christian nation. David 
Niose calls for nonreligious Americans from all 
backgrounds to step out of the shadows and signal 
their opposition to the long-dominant Religious Right. 
Exploring all the hot-button issues that divide the 
country―from gay marriage to education policy to 
contentious church-state battles―he shows how 
Secular Americans―a group comprised not just of 
atheists and agnostics, but lapsed Catholics, secular 
Jews, and millions of others who have walked away 
from organized religion―are mobilizing and forming 
groups all over the country (even atheist clubs in Bible-
belt high schools) to challenge the exaltation of religion 
in American politics and public life. 

Original Intent: 
Chief Justice 
Rehnquist and 
the Course of 
American 
Church/State 
Relations

Derek 
Davis

Contemporary debate in the area of church/state 
relations centers around the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment: "Congress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of religion [the 
Establishment Clause] or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof [the Free Exercise Clause]." Original Intent is a 
readable and objective summary of the views of Chief 
Justice Rehnquist and an enlightening treatise on the 
future of church/state relations in America.

Roger Williams: 
Prophet of Liberty

Edwin 
C. 
Gaustad

Roger Williams chronicles the life of one of the most 
remarkable forefathers in American history. A true 
revolutionary, this devout Puritan championed Native 
American rights; wrote treatises on equal rights, flag 
desecration, and the separation of church and state; 
established the first American settlement based on 
total religious toleration--and he lived more than a 
century before independence, when America was still a 
vast wilderness! Williams went on to adopt adult 
baptism and founded the first Baptist church in 
America. He became president of Rhode Island colony 
in 1654, served as captain in the defense of 
Providence during King Philip's War, and continued to 
write and preach passionately for religious tolerance 
and Native American rights until his death in 1683.

Proclaim Liberty 
Throughout the 
Land: A History of 
Church and State 
in America

Edwin 
Gaustad

In this volume, one of the most distinguished scholars 
of American religious history traces the complicated 
relationship of church and state from the early colonial 
period, through the unique American experiment in 
religious liberty after the Revolution, to the ongoing 
debate over religious issues in our schools and 
communities. Edwin Gaustad relates entertaining and 
edifying accounts of headline-grabbing court trials 
involving polygamy, witchcraft, and church taxation. He 
quotes moving passages from the speeches and 
writings of American Presidents and Supreme Court 
justices to prove that, to paraphrase Michelangelo, 
"religious liberty is made up of a series of trifles, but 
religious liberty is no trifle."

Faith of the 
Founders: 
Religion and the 
New Nation, 
1776-1826

Edwin 
S. 
Gaustad

Edwin Gaustad provides a careful consideration of the 
developing relationship between religion and the state 
after the American Revolution. With concise focus on 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, 
George Washington, and John Adams, Gaustad 
identifies seven varying―sometimes 
contrary―perspectives on religion that guided the 
nation's founders. Faith of the Founders shows how 
these figures possessed an intuitive understanding of 
religion that helped nourish a young country. This brief 
but insightful book offers a look into the founding 
fathers' genius―and points to a way forward through 
the ideological boundaries that threaten to upend the 
daily doings of American government today.

With God on 
Their Side: How 
Christian 
Fundamentalists 
Trampled 
Science, Policy 
and Democracy 
in George W. 
Bush's White 
House

Esther 
Kaplan

When asked which single issue most affected their 
vote in the last presidential election, more than one in 
five Americans said “moral values”—and 78 percent of 
these voters chose to reelect President George W. 
Bush. As Esther Kaplan shows in her richly detailed 
investigation, it’s no wonder the Christian right voted 
for Bush in droves—their loyal support in 2000 
produced fantastic results. While organizations that 
offer abortion counseling and services or help to 
prevent HIV see their funds cut, church groups receive 
millions in federal dollars to promote sexual abstinence 
and marriage (provided, of course, it is heterosexual). 
Bush has appointed a Christian right dream team to 
the federal courts, dedicated to tearing down what one 
such judge calls “the so-called separation of church 
and state. Religious zeal even shapes Bush’s foreign 
policy, as Christian belief in the end times spurs the 
administration’s support for hard-line policies in Israel.

Evolution vs. 
Creationism

Eugenie 
C. Scott

More than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the 
debate over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.

The Separation 
of Church and 
State: Writings on 
a Fundamental 
Freedom by 
America's 
Founders

Forrest 
Church

A primer of essential writings about one of the 
cornerstones of our democracy by the original authors 
of the Constitution, edited by preeminant liberal 
theologian Forrest Church. Americans will never stop 
debating the question of church-state separation, and 
such debates invariably lead back to the nation’s 
beginnings and the founders’ intent. The Separation of 
Church and State presents a basic collection of the 
founders’ teachings on this topic. This concise primer 
gets past the rhetoric that surrounds the current 
debate, placing the founders’ vivid writings on religious 
liberty in historical perspective. Edited and with running 
commentary by Forrest Church, this important 
collection informs anyone curious about the original 
blueprint for our country and its government.

Separation of 
Church and 
State: Founding 
Principle of 
Religious Liberty

Frank 
Lambert

Frank Lambert tackles the central claims of the 
Religious Right "historians" who insist that America 
was conceived as a "Christian State," that modern-day 
"liberals" and "secularists" have distorted and/or 
ignored the place of religion in American history, and 
that the phrase "the separation of church and state" 
does not appear in any of the founding documents and 
is, therefore, a myth created by the Left. He discusses 
what separates "bad" history from "good" history, and 
concludes that the self-styled "historians" of the 
Religious Right create a "useful past" that enlists the 
nation's founders on behalf of present-day 
conservative religious and political causes. The result 
of a politicized religious history exposes the Religious 
Right "history" as fabrications and half-truths. In fact, 
one of the foundational principles of the Constitution is 
that of separation as the key to safeguarding freedom: 
separation of powers, separation of federal and state 
governments, and separation of church and state.

Religious 
Expression and 
the American 
Constitution

Frankly
n 
Haiman

In the current environment and fervor for “homeland 
security,” personal freedoms in exchange for security 
are coming under more scrutiny. Among these 
guaranteed freedoms are the protection of religious 
expression given by the U.S. Constitution and the 
constitutional prohibitions against behaviors that 
violate the separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.

Eternal Hostility: 
The Struggle 
Between 
Theocracy and 
Democracy

Frederic
k 
Clarkso
n

What is behind the violence against abortion clinics, 
attacks on gays and lesbians and the growing power of 
the religious right? Frederick Clarkson makes it clear 
that beyond the bombers and assassins who 
sometimes make news, is a growing, if not well 
understood, movement that encompasses Pat 
Robertson's Christian Coalition, the Unification Church 
of Sun Myung Moon and the Promise Keepers--the 
lead agency of the so-called Christian men's 
movement. Clarkson exposes the wild card of the 
"theology of vigilantism" which urges the enforcement 
of "God's law" and argues for fundamentalist revolution 
against constitutional democracy. 

Setting the 
Record Straight: 
Response to 
Misconceptions 
About Public 
Education in the 
US

Gerald 
Bracey

Gerald Bracey knows there are three kinds of lies in 
education policy: lies, damned lies, and the statistics 
that reactionary reformers tout as evidence in favor of 
dismantling our public schools. In this second and 
substantially updated edition of the hard-hitting Setting 
the Record Straight, Bracey goes toe-to-toe with the 
opponents of quality public education. You'll learn how 
to discredit them in your own discussions by using the 
very logic and statistical analyses they purport to have 
on their side. In this series of smart, forceful analyses, 
Bracey homes in on specific topics like vouchers, 
school funding, and comparisons to international test 
scores, themes around which agitators have created a 
host of mythological American school failures from the 
flimsiest of evidence. Each essay begins with a 
question you might commonly hear in conversation 
about these alleged shortcomings, to which Bracey 
provides a brief, sound- byte-ready rebuttal. Then he 
follows it up with a full-length explanation, replete with 
statistical data and talking points that fully support his 
assertions-and silence those who would undermine 
education with disinformation.

Not in Our 
Classrooms

Glenn 
Branch 
& 
Eugenie 
C. Scott

Where did the concept of intelligent design originate? 
How does it connect with, and conflict with, various 
religious beliefs? Should we teach the controversy 
itself in our science classrooms? In clear and lively 
essays, a team of experts answers these questions 
and many more, describing the history of the intelligent 
design movement and the lack of scientific support for 
its claims. Most importantly, the contributors—
authorities on the scientific, legal, educational, and 
theological problems of intelligent design-speak 
specifically to teachers and parents about the need to 
defend the integrity of science education by keeping 
intelligent design out of science curriculums. 

Lowering the 
Wall: Religion 
and the Supreme 
Court in the 
1980s

Gregg 
Ivers

Convinced that church-state law under the Supreme 
Court during the 1980s took "a giant-and unwelcome 
step--backward," Gregg Ivers's book explores the 
changing relationship between religion and the state. 
Those looking for a neutral account of this relationship 
should look elsewhere. This book, commissioned by 
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, is a liberal's 
response to use of the courts by "[r]eligious 
conservatives, encouraged by the election of Ronald 
Reagan," to create a "broad wave of conservative 
religious populism" in pursuit of school prayer, financial 
assistance for parochial institutions and equal access 
to public school facilities for student religious clubs.

The Oxford 
Companion to the 
Supreme Court of 
the United States

Hall, 
Kermit L

Not about church and state, but a great resource book 
on the Court.

The Journal of 
Law and Religion

Hamline 
Universi
ty Law 
School

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Religion on Trial: 
How Supreme 
Court Trends 
Threaten 
Freedom of 
Conscience in 
America

Hammo
nd, 
Philip 
E., 
David 
W. 
Machac
ek and 
Eric 
Michael 
Mazur

A powerful indictment of the current Supreme Court, 
arguing the regressive justices are not faithful to the 
Constitution and thereby endanger religious freedom.

The Godless 
Constitution: The 
Case Against 
Religious 
Correctness

Isaac 
Krammi
k & R. 
Lawrenc
e Moore

The Godless Constitution is an urgent and timely 
reexamination of the roots of church-state separation 
in American politics - and a ringing refutation of the 
misguided claims of the religious right. In this important 
polemic two distinguished scholars of American 
political ideas and religion refute this dangerous 
attempt to introduce what they term "religious 
correctness" into our politics, by reminding us that the 
absence of any mention of God in the Constitution was 
a conscious action on the framers' part, intended to 
prevent the bloody religious controversies that so 
marked European history. They also emphasize that 
church-state separation was seen as a guarantee of - 
not a hindrance to - religions liberty. Fully respecting 
the importance of religion in the public sphere, yet 
forthright in defining proper limits, The Godless 
Constitution offers a bracing return to the first 
principles of American democracy - and a guide to 
keeping them intact in the forthcoming presidential 
campaign.

Holy Hullabaloos: 
A Road Trip to 
the Battlegrounds 
of the Church-
State Wars

J. D. 
Wexler

After ten years spent riddling over the intricacies of 
church/state law from the ivory tower, law professor 
Jay Wexler decided it was high time to hit the road to 
learn what really happened in some of the most 
controversial Supreme Court cases involving this hot-
button issue. In Holy Hullabaloos, he takes us along for 
the ride, crossing the country to meet the people and 
visit the places responsible for landmark decisions in 
recent judicial history, from a high school football field 
where fans once recited prayers before kickoff to a 
Santeria church notorious for animal sacrifice, from a 
publicly funded Muslim school to a creationist 
museum. Wexler's no-holds-barred approach to 
investigating famous church/state brouhahas is as 
funny as it is informative.

Far Right 
Fantasy: A 
Sociology of 
American 
Religion and 
Politics

James 
Aho

Far-Right Fantasy is a straight-forward, jargon-free 
study of contemporary American right-wing extremism. 
The book addresses the strengths and weaknesses of 
the standard psycho-social-cultural explanations of far-
right activism. It shows how extremists are similar 
educationally and psychologically to their more 
conventional neighbors; that they get into the 
movement in the same way that others become peace 
activists or radical environmentalists, namely, through 
their ties with fellow workers and church-goers, family 
members, and classmates; and that their views are 
given a patina of certainty by being repeatedly 
corroborated within closed, non-contaminated 
communication systems. 

Religion and the 
State: Essays in 
Honor of Leo 
Pfeffer

James 
E. Wood 
Jr.

These essays examine major themes affecting religion 
and the state in a free society and the interaction of 
religion and world order. While concern is given to the 
historical and judicial context of the Establishment and 
Free Exercise Clauses of the First Amendment, special 
attention is given to contemporary church-state 
problems in American life. In addition, the volume 
analyzes alternatives to church-state relations outside 
the United States and freedom of religion in the 
international advance of human rights.

Supreme 
Conflict: The 
Inside Story of 
the Struggle for 
Control of the 
United States 
Supreme Court

Jan 
Crawfor
d 
Greenb
urg

Drawing on unprecedented access to the Supreme 
Court justices themselves and their inner circles, 
acclaimed ABC News legal correspondent Jan 
Crawford Greenburg offers an explosive newsbreaking 
account of one of the most momentous political 
watersheds in American history. From the series of 
Republican nominations that proved deeply frustrating 
to conservatives to the decades of bruising battles that 
led to the rise of Justices Roberts and Alito, this is the 
authoritative story of the conservative effort to shift the 
direction of the high court—a revelatory look at one of 
the central fronts of America's culture wars by one of 
the most widely respected experts on the subject.

The Nine: Inside 
the Secret World 
of the Supreme 
Court

Jeffrey 
Toobin

In The Nine, acclaimed journalist Jeffrey Toobin takes 
us into the chambers of the most important—and 
secret—legal body in our country, the Supreme Court, 
revealing the complex dynamic among the nine people 
who decide the law of the land. An institution at a 
moment of transition, the Court now stands at a crucial 
point, with major changes in store on such issues as 
abortion, civil rights, and church-state relations. Based 
on exclusive interviews with the justices and with a 
keen sense of the Court’s history and the trajectory of 
its future, Jeffrey Toobin creates in The Nine a riveting 
story of one of the most important forces in American 
life today. (2008)

Roger Williams 
and the Creation 
of the American 
Soul: Church, 
State and the 
Birth of Liberty

John M. 
Barry

For four hundred years, Americans have wrestled with 
and fought over two concepts that define the nature of 
the nation: the proper relation between church and 
state and between a free individual and the state. 
These debates began with the extraordinary thought 
and struggles of Roger Williams, who had an 
unparalleled understanding of the conflict between a 
government that justified itself by "reason of state"-i.e. 
national security-and its perceived "will of God" and the 
"ancient rights and liberties" of individuals. Acclaimed 
historian John M. Barry explores the development of 
these fundamental ideas through the story of the man 
who was the first to link religious freedom to individual 
liberty, and who created in America the first 
government and society on earth informed by those 
beliefs. 

Religious Liberty 
and the Secular 
State

John M. 
Swomle
y

This book exposes the Supreme Court's erosion of the 
Establishment Clause while emphasizing the Free 
Exercise Clause. Swomley also explores civil religion, 
secular humanism, and the current counter-revolution 
against separation of church and state led by some 
religious and political conservatives who would profit 
from government aid. He also lists the benefits 
churches would realize under a secular government.

Religion and the 
American 
Constitutional 
Experiment: 
Essential Rights 
and Liberties

John 
Witte, 
Jr.

The third edition of this classic book provides a 
comprehensive, multidisciplinary overview of the 
history, theory, law, and comparative analysis of 
American religious liberty from the earliest colonial 
period through the most recent Supreme Court cases. 
The authors present balanced, accessible discussions 
of controversial issues, such as funding religious 
schools and charities and displaying religious symbols 
on government property. 

The Last 
Freedom: 
Religion from the 
Public School to 
the Public Square

Joseph 
P.Vitterit
i

The presidency of George W. Bush has polarized the 
church-state debate as never before. The Far Right 
has been emboldened to use religion to govern, while 
the Far Left has redoubled its efforts to evict religion 
from public life entirely. In The Last Freedom, Joseph 
Viteritti argues that there is a basic tension between 
religion and democracy because religion often rejects 
compromise as a matter of principle while democracy 
requires compromise to thrive. Viteritti argues that 
Americans must guard against debasing politics with 
either antireligious bigotry or religious zealotry. 
Drawing on politics, history, and law, he defines a new 
approach to the church-state question that protects the 
religious and the secular alike. Challenging much 
conventional opinion, Viteritti argues that the courts 
have failed to adequately protect religious minorities, 
that the rights of the religious are under greater threat 
than those of the secular, and that democracy exacts 
greater compromises and sacrifices from the religious 
than it does from the secular.

The Good News 
Club: The 
Christian Right's 
Stealth Assault 
on America's 
Children

Katherin
e 
Stewart

In 2009, the Good News Club came to the public 
elementary school where journalist Katherine Stewart 
sent her children. The Club, which is sponsored by the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, bills itself as an after-
school program of “Bible study.” But Stewart soon 
discovered that the Club’s real mission is to convert 
children to fundamentalist Christianity and encourage 
them to proselytize to their “unchurched” peers, all the 
while promoting the natural but false impression 
among the children that its activities are endorsed by 
the school. Astonished to discover that the U.S. 
Supreme Court has deemed this—and other forms of 
religious activity in public schools—legal, Stewart set 
off on an investigative journey to dozens of cities and 
towns across the nation to document the impact. In this 
book she demonstrates that there is more religion in 
America’s public schools today than there has been for 
the past 100 years. The movement driving this agenda 
is stealthy. It is aggressive. It has our children in its 
sights. And its ultimate aim is to destroy the system of 
public education as we know it.

American 
Theocracy: The 
Peril and Politics 
of Radical 
Religion, Oil, and 
Borrowed Money 
in the 21st 
Century

Kevin 
Phillips

Phillips takes an uncompromising view of the current 
age of global overreach, fundamentalist religion, 
diminishing resources, and ballooning debt under the 
GOP majority. With an eye to the past and a searing 
vision of the future, Phillips confirms what too many 
Americans are still unwilling to admit about the depth 
of our misgovernment.

The 
Fundamentals of 
Extremism: The 
Christian Right in 
America

Kimberl
y Blaker

The politics, educational policies, and social values 
perpetuated by Christian fundamentalists are exposed 
in this critical perspective on the religious right's role in 
American society. Statistics and studies of the 
movement are offered that provide insight into the 
causes and characteristics of fundamentalism and its 
effects on minority groups including women, children, 
African Americans, gays, and lesbians. Essays from a 
variety of authors consider the path to theocracy, the 
effect of the theology of inerrancy on politics, and the 
state of fundamentalism in the United States after the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Creationism on 
Trial: Evolution 
and God at Little 
Rock

Langdo
n Gilkey

Creationism on Trial is Gilkey's blow-by-blow account 
of his experiences as a witness for the ACLU at the 
1981 creationist trial in Little Rock, AR.

The Devil in 
Dover: An 
Insider's Story of 
Dogma v. Darwin 
in Small Town 
America

Lauri 
Lebo

Local newspaper reporter Lauri Lebo was handed the 
story of a lifetime when the Dover (Pennsylvania) 
School Board adopted a measure to require its ninth-
grade biology students to learn about intelligent 
design. In a case that recalled the famed 1925 Scopes 
“monkey” trial and made international headlines, 
eleven parents sued the school board. When the case 
wound up in federal court before a George W. Bush–
appointed judge, Lebo had a front-row seat. Lebo 
skillfully probes the compelling background of the 
case, introducing us to the plaintiffs, the defendants, 
the lawyers, and a parade of witnesses, along with 
Judge John E. Jones, who would eventually condemn 
the school board’s decision as one of “breathtaking 
inanity.” With the antievolution battle having moved to 
the state level—and the recent passage of state 
legislation that protects the right of schools to teach 
alternatives to evolution—the story will continue to be 
relevant for years to come.

Religion, State 
and the Burger 
Court

Leo 
Pfeffer

In Religion, State and the Burger Court, Leo Pfeffer, 
the leading authority on church/state law, presents a 
trenchant analysis of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court under Chief Justice Warren E. Burger, focusing 
on the Court's interpretation of the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments. These amendments that guarantee the 
separation of church and state and the free exercise of 
religion are fundamental to the unique character of 
democracy as it exists in the United States. However, 
the distinction between affairs of state and the 
concerns of organized religion has become blurred.

The 
Establishment 
Clause, Religion 
and the First 
Amendment

Leonard 
W. Levy

Leonard Levy's classic work examines the 
circumstances that led to the writing of the 
establishment clause of the First Amendment: 
'Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion. . . .' He argues that, contrary 
to popular belief, the framers of the Constitution 
intended to prohibit government aid to religion even on 
an impartial basis. He thus refutes the view of 
'nonpreferentialists,' who interpret the clause as 
allowing such aid provided that the assistance is not 
restricted to a preferred church. For this new edition, 
Levy has added to his original arguments and 
incorporated much new material, including an analysis 
of Jefferson's ideas on the relationship between church 
and state and a discussion of the establishment clause 
cases brought before the Supreme Court since the 
book was originally published in 1986.

God vs The 
Gavel: Religion 
and the Rule of 
Law

Marci 
Hamilto
n

God vs. the Gavel challenges the pervasive 
assumption that all religious conduct deserves 
constitutional protection. While religious conduct 
provides many benefits to society, it is not always 
benign. The thesis of the book is that anyone who 
harms another person should be governed by the laws 
that govern everyone else - and truth be told, religion is 
capable of great harm.

The Search for 
Christian America

Mark 
Noll., 
Nathan 
O. 
Hatch 
and 
George 
M. 
Marsde
n

The Search for Christian America" explores key 
questions raised by the movement asserting the 
Christian heritage of the U.S. and calling for its 
recovery. Through careful historical and contemporary 
analysis, the authors address such issues as: how 
much Christian action is required to make a whole 
society Christian; Puritan New England as case study; 
Christian principles vs. baptised ideology in the 
Revolutionary period; the stumbling block of incorrect 
views of America's history for effective Christian 
involvement in critical public issues; the relationship of 
Christian convictions to political or social agendas; 
learning to think historically as a guard against 
shortsighted or simplistic approaches.

The Myth of 
Christian 
America: What 
You Need to 
Know About the 
Separation of 
Church and State

Mark 
Weldon 
Whitten

Written in an accessible, popular style, Whitten 
provides sound scholarship in defense of the 
exposition of constitutional church-state separation.

Liberty and 
Conscience

Martha 
Nussba
um

The respect for religious difference has formed the 
bedrock of our nation and made equality possible. Yet 
today we are told that “moral values”—code for a 
government shaped by religious concerns—must be 
the keystone of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.

A Wall of 
Separation? 
Debating the 
Public Role of 
Religion

Mary C. 
Segers 
& Ted 
G. Jelen

Should the wall of separation between church and 
state be permeable or inviolable? This question has 
been hotly contested since the nation's founding and 
contentious debates persist today. With a collection of 
the most significant documents and an introduction by 
Clarke E. Cochran that provides the historical context 
of the debate, prominent scholars Mary Segers and 
Ted Jelen debate the impact of organized religion on 
the democratic process, examine its influence on 
political discourse, and discuss its significance for the 
creation of public policy. The authors illuminate the 
constitutional implications of using religion to cultivate 
public morality and discuss the complexities of creating 
a civic-minded citizenry in a pluralistic society.

Religious 
Freedom and the 
Supreme Court

Melissa 
Rogers, 
and 
Steven 
K. 
Green

A completely recast, updated, version of Robert T. 
Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward Benevolent 
Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme Court, 
listed belowA completely recast, updated, version of 
Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward 
Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme 
Court, listed belowA completely recast, updated, 
version of Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, 
Toward Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the 
Supreme Court, listed below

That's Not What 
They Meant! 
Reclaiming 
America's 
Founding Fathers 
from the Right 
Wing

Michael 
Austin

 In That's Not What They Meant! Professor Michael 
Austin examines dozens of books, articles, speeches, 
and radio broadcasts by such figures as Glenn Beck, 
Mark Levin, Sean Hannity, Larry Schweikart, and 
David Barton to expose the deep historical flaws in 
their use of America's founding history. In contrast to 
their misleading method of citing proof texts to serve a 
narrow agenda, Austin allows the Founding Fathers to 
speak for themselves, situating all quotations in the 
proper historical context. What emerges is a true 
historical picture of men who often disagreed with one 
another on such crucial issues as federal power, 
judicial review, and the separation of church and state. 
As Austin shows, the real legacy of the Founding 
Fathers to us is a political process: a system of 
disagreement, debate, and compromise that has kept 
democracy vibrant in America for more than two 
hundred years. Austin's carefully researched and 
rigorously argued book is essential reading for anyone 
seeking the accurate historical background to many of 
the hot-button political debates of today.

The Religious 
Roots of the First 
Amendment: 
Dissenting 
Protestants and 
the Separation of 
Church and State

Nichola
s P. 
Miller

Traditional understandings of the genesis of the 
separation of church and state rest on assumptions 
about "Enlightenment" and the republican ethos of 
citizenship. In The Religious Roots of the First 
Amendment, Nicholas P. Miller does not seek to 
dislodge that interpretation but to augment and enrich 
it by recovering its cultural and discursive religious 
contexts--specifically the discourse of Protestant 
dissent. He argues that commitments by certain 
dissenting Protestants to the right of private judgment 
in matters of Biblical interpretation, an outgrowth of the 
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, helped 
promote religious disestablishment in the early modern 
West. Miller shows that the separation of church and 
state can be read, most persuasively, as the triumph of 
a particular strand of Protestant nonconformity-that 
which stretched back to the Puritan separatist and the 
Restoration sects, rather than to those, like 
Presbyterians, who sought to replace the "wrong" 
church establishment with their own, "right" one. 

The Creator in 
the Courtroom: 
"Scopes II": The 
1981 Arkansas 
Creation-
Evolution Trial

Norman 
Geisler

Written by a creationist, this book is an account of the 
Scopes trial from that perspective, and argues that the 
judge in the case was prejudiced agains creationism 
from the very beginning. 

Storm Center: 
The Supreme 
Court in 
American Politics

O’Brien, 
David M

A terrific introduction to the history and particularly the 
workings of the Supreme Court, although it has very 
little specifically about church and state

God on Trial: 
Dispatches from 
America's 
Religious 
Battlefields

Peter 
Irons

Over the past two decades, federal courts have 
become contentious battlefields in America's growing 
religious wars. Since 1989, five momentous court 
cases have divided communities and the nation. Peter 
Irons, a noted constitutional scholar, lawyer, and author 
of the bestselling May It Please the Court, delivers a 
compelling narrative accompanied by first-person 
accounts from both sides of the fight in these historic 
cases. 

Living the 
Secular Life

Phil 
Zucker
man

Drawing on innovative sociological research, Living the 
Secular Life illuminates this demographic shift with the 
moral convictions that govern secular individuals, 
offering crucial information for the religious and 
nonreligious alike. Living the Secular Life reveals that, 
despite opinions to the contrary, nonreligious 
Americans possess a unique moral code that allows 
them to effectively navigate the complexities of modern 
life. Spiritual self-reliance, clear-eyed pragmatism, and 
an abiding faith in the Golden Rule to adjudicate moral 
decisions: these common principles are shared across 
secular society. Living the Secular Life demonstrates 
these principles in action and points to their usage 
throughout daily life.

Thy Kingdom 
Come: How the 
Religious Right 
Distorts Faith and 
Threatens 
America

Randall 
Balmer

For much of American history, evangelicalism was 
aligned with progressive political causes-the abolition 
of slavery, universal suffrage, and public education. 
But contemporary conservative activists have 
defaulted on this majestic legacy, embracing instead 
an agenda virtually indistinguishable from the 
Republican Party platform. How has evangelical 
Christianity become so entrenched in partisan politics? 
Randall Balmer, an evangelical Christian and a 
historian of American religion, deftly combines 
ethnographic research, theological reflections, and 
historical context to examine the nature of the 
Religious Right today-and offers a rallying cry for 
liberal Christians to reclaim the noble traditions of their 
faith.

First Freedom: 
The Fight for 
Religious Liberty

Randall 
Balmer, 
Lee 
Grogerg 
& Mark 
Mabry

In the sweltering summer of 1789, James Madison 
penned sixteen words in spare prose that became the 
First Amendment to the United States Constitution. 
Herein the founding fathers of a young government 
pledged separation of church and state, thus 
guaranteeing religious freedom for its citizens and 
establishing a free marketplace for religion in the 
United States. Utterly unprecedented in Western 
history, this construction of a government without the 
interlocking authority of religion set a new course for 
faith and politics and has produced a vibrant religious 
culture unmatched anywhere in the world. First 
Freedom details the progression of religious liberty 
from pilgrims and Puritans to the creation of the Bill of 
Rights and how it shaped a new nation. 

Close Encounters 
with the Religious 
Right: Journeys 
into the Twilight 
Zone of Religion 
and Politics

Rob 
Boston

What does Pat Robertson's Christian Coalition really 
want? What secret agenda lies behind radio counselor 
James Dobson's Focus on the Family? Who are the 
Promise Keepers and what are their ultimate goals? 
Why do so many leaders of the religious right engage 
in gay bashing? What would these groups do to our 
public school system, or to our government, if they 
were in power? Close Encounters with the Religious 
Right takes you behind the scenes to answer these 
questions and gives the reader a rare glimpse of a 
world the average American may not even realize 
exists.

James Madison 
on Religious 
Liberty

Robert 
Alley

This long-overdue volume is the only one of its kind 
containing all of Madison's religious writings, as well as 
new contributions by leading scholars. Madison's 
writings assume even more importance to thoughtful 
Americans as the Supreme Court continues to decide 
issues of school prayer, and as the Moral Majority tries 
to desecularize American public and private life. 
Imagine an America without the Bill of Rights, without 
the Constitution. This image of our nation, existing 
without these two foundations of freedom, justice, and 
inquiry, assaults the imagination, for these two 
documents are the fuel that runs the republic. What is 
even more remarkable is that their primary author was 
one man - James Madison.

The Most 
Dangerous Man 
in America? 

Robert 
Boston

Televangelist Pat Robertson has built one of the most 
powerful religious-political movements in American 
history. His Christian Coalition - with its '700 Club' 
broadcasting fundamentalism tinged with right-wing 
politics to an audience of millions, its American Center 
for Law and Justice legal action group attempting to 
impose far-right Christian ideas via the courts, and the 
growing number of graduates from its Regents 
University - wields a mighty sword within the 
Republican party in at least 25 states while GOP 
national leaders and presidential hopefuls court its 
favour. Despite his power, many Americans are not 
aware of Robertson's extreme political views or his 
goals for the United States. This book examines the 
role Robertson plays in contemporary politics and his 
efforts to influence American society through his 
various political organisations, businesses, and 
broadcast empire.

Why the 
Religious Right is 
Wrong about 
Separation of 
Church and State

Robert 
Boston

Award-winning journalist Robert Boston lambastes the 
zealots of the Religious Right for spreading 
misinformation about the constitutional principle of the 
separation of church and state. Boston reveals how a 
band of ultraconservative religious groups with a 
political agenda - led primarily by televangelist Pat 
Robertson - is conducting a systematic war aginst the 
separation of church and state. The tactics of these 
groups are designed to exploit unfounded fears and 
turn the American people against the separationist 
principle. To expose the Religious Right's blatant 
distortions of U.S. history and correct its skewed 
analysis of legal rulings, Boston objectively reviews the 
evolution of church/state relations in the United States 
and looks at how the separation principle has been 
applied by the courts. He also examines efforts by 
sectarian groups to win government support for their 
schools, the school prayer issue, the history of the free 
exercise of religion, and the controversial role of 
religion in the public square.

Queering 
Christianity: 
Finding a Place 
at the Table for 
LGBTQI 
Christians

Robert 
E. 
Shore-
Goss et. 
Al.

Through essays by noted lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer or questioning, and intersex 
(LGBTQI) religion scholars, this important compilation 
summarizes the history and current status of LGBTQI 
theology, exploring its relationship to the policies, 
practices, and theology of traditional Christianity. 
Contributors contrast the "radically inclusive" thinking 
of LGBTQI theology with the "exclusivity" practiced by 
many Christian churches, explaining the reasoning of 
each and clarifying contentious issues. At the same 
time, the book highlights ways in which "queer" 
theology and practice benefit Christian congregations. 
Writing from the perspective of grassroots Christian 
LGBTQI movements, many of the contributors draw 
upon their own experiences. Equally important, the 
work creates the basis for dialogue between traditional 
churches and followers of LGBTQI theology, offering 
practical suggestions for Christian congregations that 
wish to put aside exclusionary policies and practices.

Toward 
Benevolent 
Neutrality: 
Church, State, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Robert 
Miller. 
and 
Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

Presents the text of virtually every significant Supreme 
Court decision concerning religious freedom and 
separation of church and state. Also included are 
essays interpreting the historical background and legal 
issues involved in each case, beginning with the 
principal events leading to the adoption of the First 
Amendment.

Without a Prayer: 
Religious 
Expression in 
Public Schools

Robert 
S. Alley

This is the first thorough examination of school prayer 
to bring together the experiences of parents and 
children involved in contesting public school 
sanctioned prayer and Bible reading. Alley explores the 
way in which terms like "nonpreferentialism," 
"toleration" and "accommodation" are being used to 
hide violations of the First Amendment. Personal 
interviews were conducted with those involved in 
seven prominent cases. Each story challenges 
communities that impose the mores and cultural 
patterns of religion on their public schools. The result, 
in most instances, has been angry protests as well as 
threats against parents and children, and/or property 
damage.

Red State 
Religion: Faith 
and Politics in 
America's 
Heartland

Robert 
Wuthno
w

In Red State Religion, Robert Wuthnow tells the story 
of religiously motivated political activism in Kansas 
from territorial days to the present. He examines how 
faith mixed with politics as both ordinary Kansans and 
leaders such as John Brown, Carrie Nation, William 
Allen White, and Dwight Eisenhower struggled over the 
pivotal issues of their times, from slavery and 
Prohibition to populism and anti-communism. Beyond 
providing surprising new explanations of why Kansas 
became a conservative stronghold, the book sheds 
new light on the role of religion in red states across the 
Midwest and the United States. Contrary to recent 
influential accounts, Wuthnow argues that Kansas 
conservatism is largely pragmatic, not ideological, and 
that religion in the state has less to do with politics and 
contentious moral activism than with relationships 
between neighbors, friends, and fellow churchgoers. 

The Necessity of 
Secularism

Ronald 
A. 
Lindsey

For the first time in human history, a significant 
percentage of the world’s population no longer 
believes in God. This is especially true in developed 
nations, where in some societies nonbelievers now 
outnumber believers. Unless religion collapses 
completely, or undergoes a remarkable resurgence, 
countries across the globe must learn to carefully and 
effectively manage this societal mix of religious and 
irreligious. For in a world already deeply riven by 
sectarian conflict, this unprecedented demographic 
shift presents yet another challenge to humanity. 
Writing in an engaging, accessible style, philosopher 
and lawyer Ronald A. Lindsay develops a tightly 
crafted argument for secularism—specifically, that in a 
religiously pluralistic society, a robust, thoroughgoing 
secularism is the only reliable means of preserving 
meaningful democracy and rights of conscience.

To Defend the 
Constitution: 
Religion, 
Conscientious 
Objection, 
Naturalization, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

The story of people who were denied citizenship 
because they were conscientious objectors to war and 
how they fought their battles in the Supreme Court.

That Godless 
Court? Supreme 
Court Decisions 
on Church-State 
Relationships

Ronald 
Flowers

The "religious clause" of the First Amendment, 
seemingly simple and clear, has been and continues to 
be controversial in its application. In this book, Flowers 
explains the Court's thinking, clarifying for readers the 
decisions that have been built on or that have altered 
previous positions.

The Majesty of 
the Law: 
Reflections of a 
Supreme Court 
Justice

Sandra 
Day 
O'Conn
or

Not about church and state, but a readable introduction 
to the Supreme Court, its procedures and some of the 
issues it faces. 

God's Profits: 
Faith, Fraud and 
the Republican 
Crusade for 
Values Voters

Sarah 
Posner

Keenly observed and meticulously reported, "God's 
Profits" examines the unholy alliance between a new 
breed of corrupt televangelists and the Republican 
Party, which is eagerly courting "values voters" in the 
nation's largest megachurches. Author Sarah Posner 
exposes the activities of Kenneth Copeland, John 
Hagee, Rod Parsley, T.D. Jakes, and other politically 
connected, skillfully marketed, and increasingly 
influential religious leaders. Preaching the "prosperity 
gospel"???the notion that faith and tithing alone can 
ensure financial security???both in their churches and 
over the airwaves, these charismatic leaders scam the 
gullible even as they enjoy unprecedented access to 
top Bush Administration officials. 

Sexual 
Orientation and 
Human Rights in 
American 
Religious 
Discourse

Saul M. 
Olyan & 
Martha 
C. 
Nussba
um

Sexual orientation is a topic of intense debate within 
America's religious traditions. These discussions have 
had a significant impact on the formation of public 
policy, as speakers who locate themselves squarely 
within religious traditions have articulated positions on 
both sides in recent arguments concerning gays in the 
military, civil rights protections for gays and lesbians, 
gay marriage, parenting and foster parenting, and 
benefits for partners of gay and lesbian employees of 
major corporations and institutions. This volume, which 
stems from a 1995 conference at Brown University, 
aims to promote both academic and public 
understanding of the different positions that exist on 
sexual orientation and its public policy dimensions 
within four major American religious traditions. Writers 
from within the Jewish community, the Roman Catholic 
church, Mainline Protestant churches, and African-
American churches explore the history and tradition of 
their communities on same-sex orientation, discuss the 
moral stance they advocate, and consider the legal 
and public policy implications of that stance. For each 
of these traditions, two opposing views are 
represented, and a respondent frames the issue in a 
larger context. The book concludes with essays by 
Michael McConnell and Andrew Koppelman exploring 
how our society might find a modus vivendi in a state 
position of neutrality on the moral status of 
homosexuality.

Attack of the 
Theocrats! How 
the Religious 
Right Harms Us 
All- And What We 
Can Do About It

Sean 
Fairclot
h

At no time in American history has the United States 
had such a high percentage of theocratic members of 
Congress--those who expressly endorse religious bias 
in law. Just as ominously, at no other time have 
religious fundamentalists effectively had veto power 
over one of the country's two major political parties. As 
Sean Faircloth argues, this has led to the crumbling of 
the country's most cherished founding principle--the 
wall separating church and state--and presages even 
more crumbling.

Ellery's Protest: 
How One Young 
Man Defied 
Tradition and 
Sparked the 
Battle Over 
School Prayer

Stephen 
D. 
Solomo
n

Tells the fascinating personal and legal drama of the 
Schempp case: the family’s struggle against the ugly 
reactions of neighbors, and the impassioned courtroom 
clashes as brilliant lawyers on both sides argued about 
the meaning of religious freedom. But Schempp was 
not the only case challenging religious exercises in the 
schools at the time, and Ellery’s Protest describes the 
race to the Supreme Court among the attorneys for 
four such cases. Solomon also explores the political, 
cultural, and religious roots of the controversy. 

The Bible, The 
School and the 
Constitution: The 
Clash that 
Shaped Modern 
Church-State 
Doctrine

Steven 
K. 
Green

Draws attention to an often overlooked nineteenth 
century that remains relevant to today's church-state 
debate
Offers historical as well as legal perspectives on a 
crucial episode in American history
Extensively documented from primary sources

Freethinkers: A 
History of 
American 
Secularism

Susan 
Jacoby

At a time when the separation of church and state is 
under attack as never before, Freethinkers offers a 
powerful defense of the secularist heritage that gave 
Americans the first government in the world founded 
not on the authority of religion but on the bedrock of 
human reason. In impassioned, elegant prose, 
celebrated author Susan Jacoby traces more than two 
hundred years of secularist activism, beginning with 
the fierce debate over the omission of God from the 
Constitution. Moving from nineteenth-century 
abolitionism and suffragism through the twentieth 
century's civil liberties, civil rights, and feminist 
movements, Freethinkersilluminates the neglected 
achievements of secularists who, allied with tolerant 
believers, have led the battle for reform in the past and 
today.

The Age of 
American 
Unreason

Susan 
Jacoby

A cultural history of the last forty years, The Age of 
American Unreason focuses on the convergence of 
social forces-usually treated as separate entities-that 
has created a perfect storm of anti-rationalism. These 
include the upsurge of religious fundamentalism, with 
more political power today than ever before; the failure 
of public education to create an informed citizenry; and 
the triumph of video over print culture. Sparing neither 
the right nor the left, Jacoby asserts that Americans 
today have embraced a universe of “junk thought” that 
makes almost no effort to separate fact from opinion.

The First 
Freedoms: 
Church and State 
in America to the 
Passage of the 
First Amendment

Thomas 
Curry

Is government forbidden to assist all religions equally, 
as the Supreme Court has held? Or does the First 
Amendment merely ban exclusive aid to one religion, 
as critics of the Court assert? The First Freedoms 
studies the church-state context of colonial and 
revolutionary America to present a bold new reading of 
the historical meaning of the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment. Synthesizing and interpreting a 
wealth of evidence from the founding of Virginia to the 
passage of the Bill of Rights, including everything 
published in America before 1791, Thomas Curry 
traces America's developing ideas on religious liberty 
and offers the most extensive investigation ever of the 
historical origins and background of the First 
Amendment's religion clauses.

The Age of 
Reason

Thomas 
Paine

Of all the tyrannies that affect mankind, tyranny in 
religion is the worst," declared Thomas Paine, adding, 
"every other species of tyranny is limited to the world 
we live in; but this attempts to stride beyond the grave, 
and seeks to pursue us into eternity." Paine's years of 
study and reflection on the role of religion in society 
culminated with his final work, The Age of Reason. 
This coolly reasoned polemic influenced religious 
thinking throughout the world at the dawn of the 
nineteenth century, and its resonance remains 
undiminished by time.
The selfsame humanist and egalitarian views that 
made Paine a popular figure of the American 
Revolution brought him into frequent conflict with 
political authorities. Parts of The Age of Reason were 
written in a French jail, where Paine was confined for 
his opposition to the execution of Louis XVI. An atack 
on revealed religion from the deist point of view — 
embodied by Paine's credo, "I believe in one God, and 
no more" — this work undertakes a hitherto unheard-of 
approach to Bible study. Its critical and objective 
examination of Old and New Testatments cites 
nemerous contradictions as evidence against literal 
interpretations of the text. Well articulated and 
eminently readable, The Age of Reason is a classic of 
free thought.

Founding Faith: 
Providence, 
Politics, and the 
Birth of Religious 
Freedom in 
America

Waldma
n, 
Steven

Waldman lays out the debate between the 
accommodationists and separationists and then details 
the activities and beliefs of the Founding Fathers to 
see who of the contemporary disputants is right. He 
comes down in favor of the separationists, but he is fair 
to each side and helps the student understand the 
nature of the debate and where it comes from. 

The First Liberty, 
Religion and the 
American 
Republic

William 
Lee 
Miller

Though many claim the United States to be a 
"Christian Nation," Miller provides a fascinatingly vivid 
account of the philosophical skirmishes and political 
machinations that led to the "wall of separation" 
between church and state. That famous phrase is 
Jefferson's, though it does not appear in the 
Declaration of Independence nor in the Constitution. 
But Miller follows this seminal idea from three great 
standard-bearers of religious liberty: Jefferson, 
Madison, and Roger Williams. Jefferson, who wrote 
the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, the 
precursor of the First Amendment of the Constitution; 
James Madison, who was politically responsible for 
Virginia's acceptance of religious liberty and who, a 
few years later, helped draft the Bill of Rights; and the 
even earlier figure, the radical dissenter Roger 
Williams, who propounded the idea of religious 
freedom not as a rational secularist but out of a deeply 
held spiritual faith. 

Church and State 
in American 
History, 3rd 
Edition

Wilson, 
John F. 
and 
Donald 
L. 
Drakem
an

Presents chronologically-organized chapters that 
include selections from documents like colonial 
charters, opinions of the Supreme Court and salient 
legislation, along with contemporary commentary, and 
incisive interpretations of the issues by modern 
scholars. Figures as divergent as John Winthrop, John 
F. Kennedy, and Sandra Day O’Connor speak from 
these pages as directly as Paul Blanshard, Leon 
Higginbotham, John Courtney Murray, and Robert 
Bellah. Church and State in American History 
addresses the difficult relationships among the political 
and religious structures of our society and the 
emergence of an American solution to the church-state 
problem.



Title Author Description
Visions of 
Reality- What 
Fundamentalist 
Schools Teach

Albert J. 
Menend
ez

Although a majority of Americans have repeatedly 
shown in referendum elections and opinion polls that 
they oppose tax support for nonpublic schools, 
fundamentalist leaders and their political lobbies are 
putting increasing pressure on Congress and state 
legislatures to compel taxpayers to support sectarian 
private schools through "vouchers" or "tuition tax 
credits," under the deceptive banner of "school 
choice." Albert J. Menendez has carefully examined 
the most widely used history, English, and science 
textbooks in fundamentalist private schools. He 
documents the fact that these schools promote 
prejudice against people of other faiths, distort history, 
derogate our literary heritage, cast science in a bad 
light, and otherwise indoctrinate children with "visions 
of reality" that are incompatible with public tax support.

Religion and the 
Public Schools

Anne 
Marie 
Lofaso

Religion in the Public Schools: A Road Map for 
Avoiding Lawsuits and Respecting Parents’ Legal 
Rights is designed to help. This handy 129-page book, 
written by Associate Professor of Law Anne Marie 
Lofaso of West Virginia University, examines what the 
courts have said about many religion-in-school 
controversies and provides clear, concise answers to 
common questions. Fully referenced and 
footnoted, Religion in the Public Schools is the perfect 
guide for anyone seeking to better navigate the 
intersection between religion and public education.

Why We Still 
Need Public 
Schools

Art Must 
Jr.

Two cornerstones of American democracy - separation 
of church and state, and public schools - are under 
increasing attack. As this collection of essays, written 
by some of America's leading educators, political 
figures, and advocates of religious liberty shows, 
universal public education and the separation of 
church and state are related. The eminent contributors 
to this book argue that we need to defend both 
institutions against increasing onslaughts by the 
Religious Right and other self-proclaimed arbiters of 
societal behavior, who seek to dictate public policy and 
who are labeling the public schools themselves as 
"immoral" institutions. At issue here is not whether 
public schools need to be improved. It is assumed that 
improvement is necessary.

Piety & Politics: 
The Right Wing 
Assault on 
Religious 
Freedom

Barry 
Lynn

In the wake of the 2004 presidential election, the 
Religious Right insisted that George Bush had been 
handed a mandate for an ideology-based social 
agenda, including the passage of a “marriage 
amendment” to ban same-sex unions, diversion of tax 
money to religious groups through “faith-based 
initiatives,” the teaching of creationism in public 
schools, and restrictions on abortion. Led by an 
aggressive band of television preachers and extremist 
radio personalities, the Religious Right set its sights on 
demolishing the wall of separation between church and 
state. The Reverend Barry Lynn is a devout Christian, 
but he argues that politicians need to stop looking to 
the Bible to justify their actions and should consult 
another source instead: the U.S. Constitution. 

First Freedom 
First: A Citizen's 
Guide to 
Protecting 
Religious Liberty 
and Separation of 
Church and State

Barry 
Lynn & 
C. 
Welton 
Gaddy

The United States is the most religiously diverse nation 
in the world, due in large part to the clauses of the First 
Amendment that guarantee freedom for and from 
religion. But as we debate displaying Christmas trees 
at city hall and the Ten Commandments in the 
courthouse, we must ask: in what other ways is our 
religious liberty being compromised. In First Freedom 
First, with clear language and recognizable examples, 
two of the most trusted voices on church-state 
separation address head-on the many areas where 
religion and politics overlap, with consequences for all 
Americans.

The Right to 
Religious Liberty: 
The Basic ACLU 
Guide to 
Religious Rights

Barry 
Lynn, 
Marc D. 
Stern, 
and 
Oliver 
S. 
Thomas

This revised and updated edition of The Right to 
Religious Liberty sets forth an individual’s religious 
rights under present law, offering suggestions as to 
how they can be preserved and protected. (A bit 
dated-1995- but otherwise a good resource)

  Journal of 
Church and State

Baylor 
Universi
ty

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Pray the Gay 
Away: The 
Extraordinary 
Lives of Bible 
Belt Gays

Bernade
tte 
Barton

While some areas of the Unites States have made 
tremendous progress in securing rights for gay people, 
Bible Belt states lag behind. In Pray the Gay Away, 
Bernadette Barton argues that conventions of small 
town life, rules which govern Southern manners, and 
the power wielded by Christian institutions serve as a 
foundation for both passive and active homophobia in 
the Bible Belt. She explores how conservative 
Christian ideology reproduces homophobic attitudes 
and shares how Bible Belt gays negotiate these 
attitudes in their daily lives. Drawing on the remarkable 
stories of Bible Belt gays, Barton brings to the fore 
their thoughts, experiences and hard-won insights to 
explore the front lines of our national culture war over 
marriage, family, hate crimes, and equal rights. 

To Serve God 
and Wal-Mart: 
The Making of 
Christian Free 
Enterprise

Bethany 
Ellen 
Moreton

In the decades after World War II, evangelical 
Christianity nourished America’s devotion to free 
markets, free trade, and free enterprise. The history of 
Wal-Mart uncovers a complex network that united Sun 
Belt entrepreneurs, evangelical employees, Christian 
business students, overseas missionaries, and free-
market activists. Through the stories of people linked 
by the world’s largest corporation, Bethany Moreton 
shows how a Christian service ethos powered 
capitalism at home and abroad.

Moral Minority: 
Our Skeptical 
Founding Fathers

Brooke 
Allen

In her lively refutation of modern claims about 
America's religious origins, Brooke Allen looks back at 
the late eighteenth century and shows decisively that 
the United States was founded not on Christian 
principles at all but on Enlightenment ideas. Moral 
Minority presents a powerful case that the unique legal 
framework the Founding Fathers created was 
designed according to the humanist ideals of 
Enlightenment thinkers: God entered the picture only 
as a very minor player, and Jesus Christ was 
conspicuous by his absence. The guiding spirit of the 
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. 
Constitution, Ms. Allen explains, was not Jesus Christ 
but John Locke. In direct and accessible prose, she 
provides fascinating chapters on the religious lives of 
the six men she considers the key Founding Fathers: 
Franklin, Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, and Hamilton. Far from being the 
conventional pious Christians we too often imagine, 
these men were skeptical intellectuals, in some cases 
not even Christians at all.

The Battle over 
School Prayer: 
How Engel v. 
Vitale Changed 
America

Bruce J. 
Dierenfi
eld

Bruce Dierenfield has written a concise and readable 
guide to the first and still most important case that 
addressed the constitutionality of prayer in public 
schools. The 22-word recitation in a Long Island school 
that was challenged in Engel v. Vitale was hardly 
denominational not even overtly Christian but a handful 
of parents saw it as a violation of the First 
Amendment's proscription again the establishment of 
religion. The case forced the Supreme Court to take a 
stand on Jefferson's "wall of separation" between 
church and state. When it did so, the Court declared 
that by endorsing the prayer recitation no matter how 
brief, non-denominational, or voluntary the Long Island 
school board had unconstitutionally approved the 
establishment of religion in school. Writing with 
impeccable fairness and sensitivity, Dierenfield sets his 
account of the Engel decision in the larger historical 
and political context, citing battles over a wide range of 
religious activities in public schools throughout 
American history. Through interviews with many of the 
participants, he also reveals the large price paid by the 
plaintiffs and their children, who were frequently 
harassed both during and after the trial. 

Religious 
Fundamentalisms 
and the Human 
Rights of Women

C. 
Howlan
d

Dialogue on the conflict between religious 
fundamentalism and women's rights is often stymied 
by an 'all or nothing' approach: fundamentalists claim 
of absolute religious freedom, while some feminists 
dismiss religion entirely as being so imbued with 
patriarchy as to be eternally opposed to women's 
rights. This ignores, though, the experiences of 
religious women who suffer under fundamentalism and 
fight to resist it, perceiving themselves to be at once 
religious and feminist. In Religious Fundamentalisms 
and the Human Rights of Women , Howland provides a 
forum for these different scholars, both religious and 
nonreligious, to meet and seek common ground in their 
fight against fundamentalism. Through an examination 
of international human rights, national law, grass roots 
activism, and theology, this volume explores the acute 
problems that contemporary fundamentalist 
movements pose for women's equality and liberty 
rights.

Liars for Jesus: 
The Religious 
Right's Alternate 
Version of 
American History

Chris 
Rodda

Liars for Jesus debunks many of the historical lies 
invented and used by the Christian nationalist history 
revisionists in their efforts to further their far right 
political agenda and destroy the wall of separation 
between church and state in America. Liars for Jesus 
is not a book about religion. It is a history book, 
presenting and fully documenting the true stories and 
historical facts that are distorted in the "Christian 
nation" pseudo-history promoted by the religious right.

Wrapped in the 
Flag

Claire 
Conner

Claire Conner’s award-winning memoir, Wrapped in 
the Flag (Beacon Press 2013, 2014) weaves her  
intimate personal stories with the history of the 1960s, 
70s, and 80s. She chronicles her parents’ obsession 
with radical right-wing politics embodied in the John 
Birch Society, the most powerful  anti-Communist, anti-
government, populist movement of the 20th century

Nonbeliever 
Nation: The Rise 
of Secular 
Americans

David 
Niose

Today, one in five Americans are nonbelievers―a 
rapidly growing group at a time when traditional 
Christian churches are dwindling in numbers. Still we 
see almost none of them openly serving in elected 
office, while many others continue to loudly proclaim 
the falsehood of America as a Christian nation. David 
Niose calls for nonreligious Americans from all 
backgrounds to step out of the shadows and signal 
their opposition to the long-dominant Religious Right. 
Exploring all the hot-button issues that divide the 
country―from gay marriage to education policy to 
contentious church-state battles―he shows how 
Secular Americans―a group comprised not just of 
atheists and agnostics, but lapsed Catholics, secular 
Jews, and millions of others who have walked away 
from organized religion―are mobilizing and forming 
groups all over the country (even atheist clubs in Bible-
belt high schools) to challenge the exaltation of religion 
in American politics and public life. 

Original Intent: 
Chief Justice 
Rehnquist and 
the Course of 
American 
Church/State 
Relations

Derek 
Davis

Contemporary debate in the area of church/state 
relations centers around the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment: "Congress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of religion [the 
Establishment Clause] or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof [the Free Exercise Clause]." Original Intent is a 
readable and objective summary of the views of Chief 
Justice Rehnquist and an enlightening treatise on the 
future of church/state relations in America.

Roger Williams: 
Prophet of Liberty

Edwin 
C. 
Gaustad

Roger Williams chronicles the life of one of the most 
remarkable forefathers in American history. A true 
revolutionary, this devout Puritan championed Native 
American rights; wrote treatises on equal rights, flag 
desecration, and the separation of church and state; 
established the first American settlement based on 
total religious toleration--and he lived more than a 
century before independence, when America was still a 
vast wilderness! Williams went on to adopt adult 
baptism and founded the first Baptist church in 
America. He became president of Rhode Island colony 
in 1654, served as captain in the defense of 
Providence during King Philip's War, and continued to 
write and preach passionately for religious tolerance 
and Native American rights until his death in 1683.

Proclaim Liberty 
Throughout the 
Land: A History of 
Church and State 
in America

Edwin 
Gaustad

In this volume, one of the most distinguished scholars 
of American religious history traces the complicated 
relationship of church and state from the early colonial 
period, through the unique American experiment in 
religious liberty after the Revolution, to the ongoing 
debate over religious issues in our schools and 
communities. Edwin Gaustad relates entertaining and 
edifying accounts of headline-grabbing court trials 
involving polygamy, witchcraft, and church taxation. He 
quotes moving passages from the speeches and 
writings of American Presidents and Supreme Court 
justices to prove that, to paraphrase Michelangelo, 
"religious liberty is made up of a series of trifles, but 
religious liberty is no trifle."

Faith of the 
Founders: 
Religion and the 
New Nation, 
1776-1826

Edwin 
S. 
Gaustad

Edwin Gaustad provides a careful consideration of the 
developing relationship between religion and the state 
after the American Revolution. With concise focus on 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, 
George Washington, and John Adams, Gaustad 
identifies seven varying―sometimes 
contrary―perspectives on religion that guided the 
nation's founders. Faith of the Founders shows how 
these figures possessed an intuitive understanding of 
religion that helped nourish a young country. This brief 
but insightful book offers a look into the founding 
fathers' genius―and points to a way forward through 
the ideological boundaries that threaten to upend the 
daily doings of American government today.

With God on 
Their Side: How 
Christian 
Fundamentalists 
Trampled 
Science, Policy 
and Democracy 
in George W. 
Bush's White 
House

Esther 
Kaplan

When asked which single issue most affected their 
vote in the last presidential election, more than one in 
five Americans said “moral values”—and 78 percent of 
these voters chose to reelect President George W. 
Bush. As Esther Kaplan shows in her richly detailed 
investigation, it’s no wonder the Christian right voted 
for Bush in droves—their loyal support in 2000 
produced fantastic results. While organizations that 
offer abortion counseling and services or help to 
prevent HIV see their funds cut, church groups receive 
millions in federal dollars to promote sexual abstinence 
and marriage (provided, of course, it is heterosexual). 
Bush has appointed a Christian right dream team to 
the federal courts, dedicated to tearing down what one 
such judge calls “the so-called separation of church 
and state. Religious zeal even shapes Bush’s foreign 
policy, as Christian belief in the end times spurs the 
administration’s support for hard-line policies in Israel.

Evolution vs. 
Creationism

Eugenie 
C. Scott

More than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the 
debate over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.

The Separation 
of Church and 
State: Writings on 
a Fundamental 
Freedom by 
America's 
Founders

Forrest 
Church

A primer of essential writings about one of the 
cornerstones of our democracy by the original authors 
of the Constitution, edited by preeminant liberal 
theologian Forrest Church. Americans will never stop 
debating the question of church-state separation, and 
such debates invariably lead back to the nation’s 
beginnings and the founders’ intent. The Separation of 
Church and State presents a basic collection of the 
founders’ teachings on this topic. This concise primer 
gets past the rhetoric that surrounds the current 
debate, placing the founders’ vivid writings on religious 
liberty in historical perspective. Edited and with running 
commentary by Forrest Church, this important 
collection informs anyone curious about the original 
blueprint for our country and its government.

Separation of 
Church and 
State: Founding 
Principle of 
Religious Liberty

Frank 
Lambert

Frank Lambert tackles the central claims of the 
Religious Right "historians" who insist that America 
was conceived as a "Christian State," that modern-day 
"liberals" and "secularists" have distorted and/or 
ignored the place of religion in American history, and 
that the phrase "the separation of church and state" 
does not appear in any of the founding documents and 
is, therefore, a myth created by the Left. He discusses 
what separates "bad" history from "good" history, and 
concludes that the self-styled "historians" of the 
Religious Right create a "useful past" that enlists the 
nation's founders on behalf of present-day 
conservative religious and political causes. The result 
of a politicized religious history exposes the Religious 
Right "history" as fabrications and half-truths. In fact, 
one of the foundational principles of the Constitution is 
that of separation as the key to safeguarding freedom: 
separation of powers, separation of federal and state 
governments, and separation of church and state.

Religious 
Expression and 
the American 
Constitution

Frankly
n 
Haiman

In the current environment and fervor for “homeland 
security,” personal freedoms in exchange for security 
are coming under more scrutiny. Among these 
guaranteed freedoms are the protection of religious 
expression given by the U.S. Constitution and the 
constitutional prohibitions against behaviors that 
violate the separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.

Eternal Hostility: 
The Struggle 
Between 
Theocracy and 
Democracy

Frederic
k 
Clarkso
n

What is behind the violence against abortion clinics, 
attacks on gays and lesbians and the growing power of 
the religious right? Frederick Clarkson makes it clear 
that beyond the bombers and assassins who 
sometimes make news, is a growing, if not well 
understood, movement that encompasses Pat 
Robertson's Christian Coalition, the Unification Church 
of Sun Myung Moon and the Promise Keepers--the 
lead agency of the so-called Christian men's 
movement. Clarkson exposes the wild card of the 
"theology of vigilantism" which urges the enforcement 
of "God's law" and argues for fundamentalist revolution 
against constitutional democracy. 

Setting the 
Record Straight: 
Response to 
Misconceptions 
About Public 
Education in the 
US

Gerald 
Bracey

Gerald Bracey knows there are three kinds of lies in 
education policy: lies, damned lies, and the statistics 
that reactionary reformers tout as evidence in favor of 
dismantling our public schools. In this second and 
substantially updated edition of the hard-hitting Setting 
the Record Straight, Bracey goes toe-to-toe with the 
opponents of quality public education. You'll learn how 
to discredit them in your own discussions by using the 
very logic and statistical analyses they purport to have 
on their side. In this series of smart, forceful analyses, 
Bracey homes in on specific topics like vouchers, 
school funding, and comparisons to international test 
scores, themes around which agitators have created a 
host of mythological American school failures from the 
flimsiest of evidence. Each essay begins with a 
question you might commonly hear in conversation 
about these alleged shortcomings, to which Bracey 
provides a brief, sound- byte-ready rebuttal. Then he 
follows it up with a full-length explanation, replete with 
statistical data and talking points that fully support his 
assertions-and silence those who would undermine 
education with disinformation.

Not in Our 
Classrooms

Glenn 
Branch 
& 
Eugenie 
C. Scott

Where did the concept of intelligent design originate? 
How does it connect with, and conflict with, various 
religious beliefs? Should we teach the controversy 
itself in our science classrooms? In clear and lively 
essays, a team of experts answers these questions 
and many more, describing the history of the intelligent 
design movement and the lack of scientific support for 
its claims. Most importantly, the contributors—
authorities on the scientific, legal, educational, and 
theological problems of intelligent design-speak 
specifically to teachers and parents about the need to 
defend the integrity of science education by keeping 
intelligent design out of science curriculums. 

Lowering the 
Wall: Religion 
and the Supreme 
Court in the 
1980s

Gregg 
Ivers

Convinced that church-state law under the Supreme 
Court during the 1980s took "a giant-and unwelcome 
step--backward," Gregg Ivers's book explores the 
changing relationship between religion and the state. 
Those looking for a neutral account of this relationship 
should look elsewhere. This book, commissioned by 
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, is a liberal's 
response to use of the courts by "[r]eligious 
conservatives, encouraged by the election of Ronald 
Reagan," to create a "broad wave of conservative 
religious populism" in pursuit of school prayer, financial 
assistance for parochial institutions and equal access 
to public school facilities for student religious clubs.

The Oxford 
Companion to the 
Supreme Court of 
the United States

Hall, 
Kermit L

Not about church and state, but a great resource book 
on the Court.

The Journal of 
Law and Religion

Hamline 
Universi
ty Law 
School

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Religion on Trial: 
How Supreme 
Court Trends 
Threaten 
Freedom of 
Conscience in 
America

Hammo
nd, 
Philip 
E., 
David 
W. 
Machac
ek and 
Eric 
Michael 
Mazur

A powerful indictment of the current Supreme Court, 
arguing the regressive justices are not faithful to the 
Constitution and thereby endanger religious freedom.

The Godless 
Constitution: The 
Case Against 
Religious 
Correctness

Isaac 
Krammi
k & R. 
Lawrenc
e Moore

The Godless Constitution is an urgent and timely 
reexamination of the roots of church-state separation 
in American politics - and a ringing refutation of the 
misguided claims of the religious right. In this important 
polemic two distinguished scholars of American 
political ideas and religion refute this dangerous 
attempt to introduce what they term "religious 
correctness" into our politics, by reminding us that the 
absence of any mention of God in the Constitution was 
a conscious action on the framers' part, intended to 
prevent the bloody religious controversies that so 
marked European history. They also emphasize that 
church-state separation was seen as a guarantee of - 
not a hindrance to - religions liberty. Fully respecting 
the importance of religion in the public sphere, yet 
forthright in defining proper limits, The Godless 
Constitution offers a bracing return to the first 
principles of American democracy - and a guide to 
keeping them intact in the forthcoming presidential 
campaign.

Holy Hullabaloos: 
A Road Trip to 
the Battlegrounds 
of the Church-
State Wars

J. D. 
Wexler

After ten years spent riddling over the intricacies of 
church/state law from the ivory tower, law professor 
Jay Wexler decided it was high time to hit the road to 
learn what really happened in some of the most 
controversial Supreme Court cases involving this hot-
button issue. In Holy Hullabaloos, he takes us along for 
the ride, crossing the country to meet the people and 
visit the places responsible for landmark decisions in 
recent judicial history, from a high school football field 
where fans once recited prayers before kickoff to a 
Santeria church notorious for animal sacrifice, from a 
publicly funded Muslim school to a creationist 
museum. Wexler's no-holds-barred approach to 
investigating famous church/state brouhahas is as 
funny as it is informative.

Far Right 
Fantasy: A 
Sociology of 
American 
Religion and 
Politics

James 
Aho

Far-Right Fantasy is a straight-forward, jargon-free 
study of contemporary American right-wing extremism. 
The book addresses the strengths and weaknesses of 
the standard psycho-social-cultural explanations of far-
right activism. It shows how extremists are similar 
educationally and psychologically to their more 
conventional neighbors; that they get into the 
movement in the same way that others become peace 
activists or radical environmentalists, namely, through 
their ties with fellow workers and church-goers, family 
members, and classmates; and that their views are 
given a patina of certainty by being repeatedly 
corroborated within closed, non-contaminated 
communication systems. 

Religion and the 
State: Essays in 
Honor of Leo 
Pfeffer

James 
E. Wood 
Jr.

These essays examine major themes affecting religion 
and the state in a free society and the interaction of 
religion and world order. While concern is given to the 
historical and judicial context of the Establishment and 
Free Exercise Clauses of the First Amendment, special 
attention is given to contemporary church-state 
problems in American life. In addition, the volume 
analyzes alternatives to church-state relations outside 
the United States and freedom of religion in the 
international advance of human rights.

Supreme 
Conflict: The 
Inside Story of 
the Struggle for 
Control of the 
United States 
Supreme Court

Jan 
Crawfor
d 
Greenb
urg

Drawing on unprecedented access to the Supreme 
Court justices themselves and their inner circles, 
acclaimed ABC News legal correspondent Jan 
Crawford Greenburg offers an explosive newsbreaking 
account of one of the most momentous political 
watersheds in American history. From the series of 
Republican nominations that proved deeply frustrating 
to conservatives to the decades of bruising battles that 
led to the rise of Justices Roberts and Alito, this is the 
authoritative story of the conservative effort to shift the 
direction of the high court—a revelatory look at one of 
the central fronts of America's culture wars by one of 
the most widely respected experts on the subject.

The Nine: Inside 
the Secret World 
of the Supreme 
Court

Jeffrey 
Toobin

In The Nine, acclaimed journalist Jeffrey Toobin takes 
us into the chambers of the most important—and 
secret—legal body in our country, the Supreme Court, 
revealing the complex dynamic among the nine people 
who decide the law of the land. An institution at a 
moment of transition, the Court now stands at a crucial 
point, with major changes in store on such issues as 
abortion, civil rights, and church-state relations. Based 
on exclusive interviews with the justices and with a 
keen sense of the Court’s history and the trajectory of 
its future, Jeffrey Toobin creates in The Nine a riveting 
story of one of the most important forces in American 
life today. (2008)

Roger Williams 
and the Creation 
of the American 
Soul: Church, 
State and the 
Birth of Liberty

John M. 
Barry

For four hundred years, Americans have wrestled with 
and fought over two concepts that define the nature of 
the nation: the proper relation between church and 
state and between a free individual and the state. 
These debates began with the extraordinary thought 
and struggles of Roger Williams, who had an 
unparalleled understanding of the conflict between a 
government that justified itself by "reason of state"-i.e. 
national security-and its perceived "will of God" and the 
"ancient rights and liberties" of individuals. Acclaimed 
historian John M. Barry explores the development of 
these fundamental ideas through the story of the man 
who was the first to link religious freedom to individual 
liberty, and who created in America the first 
government and society on earth informed by those 
beliefs. 

Religious Liberty 
and the Secular 
State

John M. 
Swomle
y

This book exposes the Supreme Court's erosion of the 
Establishment Clause while emphasizing the Free 
Exercise Clause. Swomley also explores civil religion, 
secular humanism, and the current counter-revolution 
against separation of church and state led by some 
religious and political conservatives who would profit 
from government aid. He also lists the benefits 
churches would realize under a secular government.

Religion and the 
American 
Constitutional 
Experiment: 
Essential Rights 
and Liberties

John 
Witte, 
Jr.

The third edition of this classic book provides a 
comprehensive, multidisciplinary overview of the 
history, theory, law, and comparative analysis of 
American religious liberty from the earliest colonial 
period through the most recent Supreme Court cases. 
The authors present balanced, accessible discussions 
of controversial issues, such as funding religious 
schools and charities and displaying religious symbols 
on government property. 

The Last 
Freedom: 
Religion from the 
Public School to 
the Public Square

Joseph 
P.Vitterit
i

The presidency of George W. Bush has polarized the 
church-state debate as never before. The Far Right 
has been emboldened to use religion to govern, while 
the Far Left has redoubled its efforts to evict religion 
from public life entirely. In The Last Freedom, Joseph 
Viteritti argues that there is a basic tension between 
religion and democracy because religion often rejects 
compromise as a matter of principle while democracy 
requires compromise to thrive. Viteritti argues that 
Americans must guard against debasing politics with 
either antireligious bigotry or religious zealotry. 
Drawing on politics, history, and law, he defines a new 
approach to the church-state question that protects the 
religious and the secular alike. Challenging much 
conventional opinion, Viteritti argues that the courts 
have failed to adequately protect religious minorities, 
that the rights of the religious are under greater threat 
than those of the secular, and that democracy exacts 
greater compromises and sacrifices from the religious 
than it does from the secular.

The Good News 
Club: The 
Christian Right's 
Stealth Assault 
on America's 
Children

Katherin
e 
Stewart

In 2009, the Good News Club came to the public 
elementary school where journalist Katherine Stewart 
sent her children. The Club, which is sponsored by the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, bills itself as an after-
school program of “Bible study.” But Stewart soon 
discovered that the Club’s real mission is to convert 
children to fundamentalist Christianity and encourage 
them to proselytize to their “unchurched” peers, all the 
while promoting the natural but false impression 
among the children that its activities are endorsed by 
the school. Astonished to discover that the U.S. 
Supreme Court has deemed this—and other forms of 
religious activity in public schools—legal, Stewart set 
off on an investigative journey to dozens of cities and 
towns across the nation to document the impact. In this 
book she demonstrates that there is more religion in 
America’s public schools today than there has been for 
the past 100 years. The movement driving this agenda 
is stealthy. It is aggressive. It has our children in its 
sights. And its ultimate aim is to destroy the system of 
public education as we know it.

American 
Theocracy: The 
Peril and Politics 
of Radical 
Religion, Oil, and 
Borrowed Money 
in the 21st 
Century

Kevin 
Phillips

Phillips takes an uncompromising view of the current 
age of global overreach, fundamentalist religion, 
diminishing resources, and ballooning debt under the 
GOP majority. With an eye to the past and a searing 
vision of the future, Phillips confirms what too many 
Americans are still unwilling to admit about the depth 
of our misgovernment.

The 
Fundamentals of 
Extremism: The 
Christian Right in 
America

Kimberl
y Blaker

The politics, educational policies, and social values 
perpetuated by Christian fundamentalists are exposed 
in this critical perspective on the religious right's role in 
American society. Statistics and studies of the 
movement are offered that provide insight into the 
causes and characteristics of fundamentalism and its 
effects on minority groups including women, children, 
African Americans, gays, and lesbians. Essays from a 
variety of authors consider the path to theocracy, the 
effect of the theology of inerrancy on politics, and the 
state of fundamentalism in the United States after the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Creationism on 
Trial: Evolution 
and God at Little 
Rock

Langdo
n Gilkey

Creationism on Trial is Gilkey's blow-by-blow account 
of his experiences as a witness for the ACLU at the 
1981 creationist trial in Little Rock, AR.

The Devil in 
Dover: An 
Insider's Story of 
Dogma v. Darwin 
in Small Town 
America

Lauri 
Lebo

Local newspaper reporter Lauri Lebo was handed the 
story of a lifetime when the Dover (Pennsylvania) 
School Board adopted a measure to require its ninth-
grade biology students to learn about intelligent 
design. In a case that recalled the famed 1925 Scopes 
“monkey” trial and made international headlines, 
eleven parents sued the school board. When the case 
wound up in federal court before a George W. Bush–
appointed judge, Lebo had a front-row seat. Lebo 
skillfully probes the compelling background of the 
case, introducing us to the plaintiffs, the defendants, 
the lawyers, and a parade of witnesses, along with 
Judge John E. Jones, who would eventually condemn 
the school board’s decision as one of “breathtaking 
inanity.” With the antievolution battle having moved to 
the state level—and the recent passage of state 
legislation that protects the right of schools to teach 
alternatives to evolution—the story will continue to be 
relevant for years to come.

Religion, State 
and the Burger 
Court

Leo 
Pfeffer

In Religion, State and the Burger Court, Leo Pfeffer, 
the leading authority on church/state law, presents a 
trenchant analysis of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court under Chief Justice Warren E. Burger, focusing 
on the Court's interpretation of the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments. These amendments that guarantee the 
separation of church and state and the free exercise of 
religion are fundamental to the unique character of 
democracy as it exists in the United States. However, 
the distinction between affairs of state and the 
concerns of organized religion has become blurred.

The 
Establishment 
Clause, Religion 
and the First 
Amendment

Leonard 
W. Levy

Leonard Levy's classic work examines the 
circumstances that led to the writing of the 
establishment clause of the First Amendment: 
'Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion. . . .' He argues that, contrary 
to popular belief, the framers of the Constitution 
intended to prohibit government aid to religion even on 
an impartial basis. He thus refutes the view of 
'nonpreferentialists,' who interpret the clause as 
allowing such aid provided that the assistance is not 
restricted to a preferred church. For this new edition, 
Levy has added to his original arguments and 
incorporated much new material, including an analysis 
of Jefferson's ideas on the relationship between church 
and state and a discussion of the establishment clause 
cases brought before the Supreme Court since the 
book was originally published in 1986.

God vs The 
Gavel: Religion 
and the Rule of 
Law

Marci 
Hamilto
n

God vs. the Gavel challenges the pervasive 
assumption that all religious conduct deserves 
constitutional protection. While religious conduct 
provides many benefits to society, it is not always 
benign. The thesis of the book is that anyone who 
harms another person should be governed by the laws 
that govern everyone else - and truth be told, religion is 
capable of great harm.

The Search for 
Christian America

Mark 
Noll., 
Nathan 
O. 
Hatch 
and 
George 
M. 
Marsde
n

The Search for Christian America" explores key 
questions raised by the movement asserting the 
Christian heritage of the U.S. and calling for its 
recovery. Through careful historical and contemporary 
analysis, the authors address such issues as: how 
much Christian action is required to make a whole 
society Christian; Puritan New England as case study; 
Christian principles vs. baptised ideology in the 
Revolutionary period; the stumbling block of incorrect 
views of America's history for effective Christian 
involvement in critical public issues; the relationship of 
Christian convictions to political or social agendas; 
learning to think historically as a guard against 
shortsighted or simplistic approaches.

The Myth of 
Christian 
America: What 
You Need to 
Know About the 
Separation of 
Church and State

Mark 
Weldon 
Whitten

Written in an accessible, popular style, Whitten 
provides sound scholarship in defense of the 
exposition of constitutional church-state separation.

Liberty and 
Conscience

Martha 
Nussba
um

The respect for religious difference has formed the 
bedrock of our nation and made equality possible. Yet 
today we are told that “moral values”—code for a 
government shaped by religious concerns—must be 
the keystone of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.

A Wall of 
Separation? 
Debating the 
Public Role of 
Religion

Mary C. 
Segers 
& Ted 
G. Jelen

Should the wall of separation between church and 
state be permeable or inviolable? This question has 
been hotly contested since the nation's founding and 
contentious debates persist today. With a collection of 
the most significant documents and an introduction by 
Clarke E. Cochran that provides the historical context 
of the debate, prominent scholars Mary Segers and 
Ted Jelen debate the impact of organized religion on 
the democratic process, examine its influence on 
political discourse, and discuss its significance for the 
creation of public policy. The authors illuminate the 
constitutional implications of using religion to cultivate 
public morality and discuss the complexities of creating 
a civic-minded citizenry in a pluralistic society.

Religious 
Freedom and the 
Supreme Court

Melissa 
Rogers, 
and 
Steven 
K. 
Green

A completely recast, updated, version of Robert T. 
Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward Benevolent 
Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme Court, 
listed belowA completely recast, updated, version of 
Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward 
Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme 
Court, listed belowA completely recast, updated, 
version of Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, 
Toward Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the 
Supreme Court, listed below

That's Not What 
They Meant! 
Reclaiming 
America's 
Founding Fathers 
from the Right 
Wing

Michael 
Austin

 In That's Not What They Meant! Professor Michael 
Austin examines dozens of books, articles, speeches, 
and radio broadcasts by such figures as Glenn Beck, 
Mark Levin, Sean Hannity, Larry Schweikart, and 
David Barton to expose the deep historical flaws in 
their use of America's founding history. In contrast to 
their misleading method of citing proof texts to serve a 
narrow agenda, Austin allows the Founding Fathers to 
speak for themselves, situating all quotations in the 
proper historical context. What emerges is a true 
historical picture of men who often disagreed with one 
another on such crucial issues as federal power, 
judicial review, and the separation of church and state. 
As Austin shows, the real legacy of the Founding 
Fathers to us is a political process: a system of 
disagreement, debate, and compromise that has kept 
democracy vibrant in America for more than two 
hundred years. Austin's carefully researched and 
rigorously argued book is essential reading for anyone 
seeking the accurate historical background to many of 
the hot-button political debates of today.

The Religious 
Roots of the First 
Amendment: 
Dissenting 
Protestants and 
the Separation of 
Church and State

Nichola
s P. 
Miller

Traditional understandings of the genesis of the 
separation of church and state rest on assumptions 
about "Enlightenment" and the republican ethos of 
citizenship. In The Religious Roots of the First 
Amendment, Nicholas P. Miller does not seek to 
dislodge that interpretation but to augment and enrich 
it by recovering its cultural and discursive religious 
contexts--specifically the discourse of Protestant 
dissent. He argues that commitments by certain 
dissenting Protestants to the right of private judgment 
in matters of Biblical interpretation, an outgrowth of the 
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, helped 
promote religious disestablishment in the early modern 
West. Miller shows that the separation of church and 
state can be read, most persuasively, as the triumph of 
a particular strand of Protestant nonconformity-that 
which stretched back to the Puritan separatist and the 
Restoration sects, rather than to those, like 
Presbyterians, who sought to replace the "wrong" 
church establishment with their own, "right" one. 

The Creator in 
the Courtroom: 
"Scopes II": The 
1981 Arkansas 
Creation-
Evolution Trial

Norman 
Geisler

Written by a creationist, this book is an account of the 
Scopes trial from that perspective, and argues that the 
judge in the case was prejudiced agains creationism 
from the very beginning. 

Storm Center: 
The Supreme 
Court in 
American Politics

O’Brien, 
David M

A terrific introduction to the history and particularly the 
workings of the Supreme Court, although it has very 
little specifically about church and state

God on Trial: 
Dispatches from 
America's 
Religious 
Battlefields

Peter 
Irons

Over the past two decades, federal courts have 
become contentious battlefields in America's growing 
religious wars. Since 1989, five momentous court 
cases have divided communities and the nation. Peter 
Irons, a noted constitutional scholar, lawyer, and author 
of the bestselling May It Please the Court, delivers a 
compelling narrative accompanied by first-person 
accounts from both sides of the fight in these historic 
cases. 

Living the 
Secular Life

Phil 
Zucker
man

Drawing on innovative sociological research, Living the 
Secular Life illuminates this demographic shift with the 
moral convictions that govern secular individuals, 
offering crucial information for the religious and 
nonreligious alike. Living the Secular Life reveals that, 
despite opinions to the contrary, nonreligious 
Americans possess a unique moral code that allows 
them to effectively navigate the complexities of modern 
life. Spiritual self-reliance, clear-eyed pragmatism, and 
an abiding faith in the Golden Rule to adjudicate moral 
decisions: these common principles are shared across 
secular society. Living the Secular Life demonstrates 
these principles in action and points to their usage 
throughout daily life.

Thy Kingdom 
Come: How the 
Religious Right 
Distorts Faith and 
Threatens 
America

Randall 
Balmer

For much of American history, evangelicalism was 
aligned with progressive political causes-the abolition 
of slavery, universal suffrage, and public education. 
But contemporary conservative activists have 
defaulted on this majestic legacy, embracing instead 
an agenda virtually indistinguishable from the 
Republican Party platform. How has evangelical 
Christianity become so entrenched in partisan politics? 
Randall Balmer, an evangelical Christian and a 
historian of American religion, deftly combines 
ethnographic research, theological reflections, and 
historical context to examine the nature of the 
Religious Right today-and offers a rallying cry for 
liberal Christians to reclaim the noble traditions of their 
faith.

First Freedom: 
The Fight for 
Religious Liberty

Randall 
Balmer, 
Lee 
Grogerg 
& Mark 
Mabry

In the sweltering summer of 1789, James Madison 
penned sixteen words in spare prose that became the 
First Amendment to the United States Constitution. 
Herein the founding fathers of a young government 
pledged separation of church and state, thus 
guaranteeing religious freedom for its citizens and 
establishing a free marketplace for religion in the 
United States. Utterly unprecedented in Western 
history, this construction of a government without the 
interlocking authority of religion set a new course for 
faith and politics and has produced a vibrant religious 
culture unmatched anywhere in the world. First 
Freedom details the progression of religious liberty 
from pilgrims and Puritans to the creation of the Bill of 
Rights and how it shaped a new nation. 

Close Encounters 
with the Religious 
Right: Journeys 
into the Twilight 
Zone of Religion 
and Politics

Rob 
Boston

What does Pat Robertson's Christian Coalition really 
want? What secret agenda lies behind radio counselor 
James Dobson's Focus on the Family? Who are the 
Promise Keepers and what are their ultimate goals? 
Why do so many leaders of the religious right engage 
in gay bashing? What would these groups do to our 
public school system, or to our government, if they 
were in power? Close Encounters with the Religious 
Right takes you behind the scenes to answer these 
questions and gives the reader a rare glimpse of a 
world the average American may not even realize 
exists.

James Madison 
on Religious 
Liberty

Robert 
Alley

This long-overdue volume is the only one of its kind 
containing all of Madison's religious writings, as well as 
new contributions by leading scholars. Madison's 
writings assume even more importance to thoughtful 
Americans as the Supreme Court continues to decide 
issues of school prayer, and as the Moral Majority tries 
to desecularize American public and private life. 
Imagine an America without the Bill of Rights, without 
the Constitution. This image of our nation, existing 
without these two foundations of freedom, justice, and 
inquiry, assaults the imagination, for these two 
documents are the fuel that runs the republic. What is 
even more remarkable is that their primary author was 
one man - James Madison.

The Most 
Dangerous Man 
in America? 

Robert 
Boston

Televangelist Pat Robertson has built one of the most 
powerful religious-political movements in American 
history. His Christian Coalition - with its '700 Club' 
broadcasting fundamentalism tinged with right-wing 
politics to an audience of millions, its American Center 
for Law and Justice legal action group attempting to 
impose far-right Christian ideas via the courts, and the 
growing number of graduates from its Regents 
University - wields a mighty sword within the 
Republican party in at least 25 states while GOP 
national leaders and presidential hopefuls court its 
favour. Despite his power, many Americans are not 
aware of Robertson's extreme political views or his 
goals for the United States. This book examines the 
role Robertson plays in contemporary politics and his 
efforts to influence American society through his 
various political organisations, businesses, and 
broadcast empire.

Why the 
Religious Right is 
Wrong about 
Separation of 
Church and State

Robert 
Boston

Award-winning journalist Robert Boston lambastes the 
zealots of the Religious Right for spreading 
misinformation about the constitutional principle of the 
separation of church and state. Boston reveals how a 
band of ultraconservative religious groups with a 
political agenda - led primarily by televangelist Pat 
Robertson - is conducting a systematic war aginst the 
separation of church and state. The tactics of these 
groups are designed to exploit unfounded fears and 
turn the American people against the separationist 
principle. To expose the Religious Right's blatant 
distortions of U.S. history and correct its skewed 
analysis of legal rulings, Boston objectively reviews the 
evolution of church/state relations in the United States 
and looks at how the separation principle has been 
applied by the courts. He also examines efforts by 
sectarian groups to win government support for their 
schools, the school prayer issue, the history of the free 
exercise of religion, and the controversial role of 
religion in the public square.

Queering 
Christianity: 
Finding a Place 
at the Table for 
LGBTQI 
Christians

Robert 
E. 
Shore-
Goss et. 
Al.

Through essays by noted lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer or questioning, and intersex 
(LGBTQI) religion scholars, this important compilation 
summarizes the history and current status of LGBTQI 
theology, exploring its relationship to the policies, 
practices, and theology of traditional Christianity. 
Contributors contrast the "radically inclusive" thinking 
of LGBTQI theology with the "exclusivity" practiced by 
many Christian churches, explaining the reasoning of 
each and clarifying contentious issues. At the same 
time, the book highlights ways in which "queer" 
theology and practice benefit Christian congregations. 
Writing from the perspective of grassroots Christian 
LGBTQI movements, many of the contributors draw 
upon their own experiences. Equally important, the 
work creates the basis for dialogue between traditional 
churches and followers of LGBTQI theology, offering 
practical suggestions for Christian congregations that 
wish to put aside exclusionary policies and practices.

Toward 
Benevolent 
Neutrality: 
Church, State, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Robert 
Miller. 
and 
Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

Presents the text of virtually every significant Supreme 
Court decision concerning religious freedom and 
separation of church and state. Also included are 
essays interpreting the historical background and legal 
issues involved in each case, beginning with the 
principal events leading to the adoption of the First 
Amendment.

Without a Prayer: 
Religious 
Expression in 
Public Schools

Robert 
S. Alley

This is the first thorough examination of school prayer 
to bring together the experiences of parents and 
children involved in contesting public school 
sanctioned prayer and Bible reading. Alley explores the 
way in which terms like "nonpreferentialism," 
"toleration" and "accommodation" are being used to 
hide violations of the First Amendment. Personal 
interviews were conducted with those involved in 
seven prominent cases. Each story challenges 
communities that impose the mores and cultural 
patterns of religion on their public schools. The result, 
in most instances, has been angry protests as well as 
threats against parents and children, and/or property 
damage.

Red State 
Religion: Faith 
and Politics in 
America's 
Heartland

Robert 
Wuthno
w

In Red State Religion, Robert Wuthnow tells the story 
of religiously motivated political activism in Kansas 
from territorial days to the present. He examines how 
faith mixed with politics as both ordinary Kansans and 
leaders such as John Brown, Carrie Nation, William 
Allen White, and Dwight Eisenhower struggled over the 
pivotal issues of their times, from slavery and 
Prohibition to populism and anti-communism. Beyond 
providing surprising new explanations of why Kansas 
became a conservative stronghold, the book sheds 
new light on the role of religion in red states across the 
Midwest and the United States. Contrary to recent 
influential accounts, Wuthnow argues that Kansas 
conservatism is largely pragmatic, not ideological, and 
that religion in the state has less to do with politics and 
contentious moral activism than with relationships 
between neighbors, friends, and fellow churchgoers. 

The Necessity of 
Secularism

Ronald 
A. 
Lindsey

For the first time in human history, a significant 
percentage of the world’s population no longer 
believes in God. This is especially true in developed 
nations, where in some societies nonbelievers now 
outnumber believers. Unless religion collapses 
completely, or undergoes a remarkable resurgence, 
countries across the globe must learn to carefully and 
effectively manage this societal mix of religious and 
irreligious. For in a world already deeply riven by 
sectarian conflict, this unprecedented demographic 
shift presents yet another challenge to humanity. 
Writing in an engaging, accessible style, philosopher 
and lawyer Ronald A. Lindsay develops a tightly 
crafted argument for secularism—specifically, that in a 
religiously pluralistic society, a robust, thoroughgoing 
secularism is the only reliable means of preserving 
meaningful democracy and rights of conscience.

To Defend the 
Constitution: 
Religion, 
Conscientious 
Objection, 
Naturalization, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

The story of people who were denied citizenship 
because they were conscientious objectors to war and 
how they fought their battles in the Supreme Court.

That Godless 
Court? Supreme 
Court Decisions 
on Church-State 
Relationships

Ronald 
Flowers

The "religious clause" of the First Amendment, 
seemingly simple and clear, has been and continues to 
be controversial in its application. In this book, Flowers 
explains the Court's thinking, clarifying for readers the 
decisions that have been built on or that have altered 
previous positions.

The Majesty of 
the Law: 
Reflections of a 
Supreme Court 
Justice

Sandra 
Day 
O'Conn
or

Not about church and state, but a readable introduction 
to the Supreme Court, its procedures and some of the 
issues it faces. 

God's Profits: 
Faith, Fraud and 
the Republican 
Crusade for 
Values Voters

Sarah 
Posner

Keenly observed and meticulously reported, "God's 
Profits" examines the unholy alliance between a new 
breed of corrupt televangelists and the Republican 
Party, which is eagerly courting "values voters" in the 
nation's largest megachurches. Author Sarah Posner 
exposes the activities of Kenneth Copeland, John 
Hagee, Rod Parsley, T.D. Jakes, and other politically 
connected, skillfully marketed, and increasingly 
influential religious leaders. Preaching the "prosperity 
gospel"???the notion that faith and tithing alone can 
ensure financial security???both in their churches and 
over the airwaves, these charismatic leaders scam the 
gullible even as they enjoy unprecedented access to 
top Bush Administration officials. 

Sexual 
Orientation and 
Human Rights in 
American 
Religious 
Discourse

Saul M. 
Olyan & 
Martha 
C. 
Nussba
um

Sexual orientation is a topic of intense debate within 
America's religious traditions. These discussions have 
had a significant impact on the formation of public 
policy, as speakers who locate themselves squarely 
within religious traditions have articulated positions on 
both sides in recent arguments concerning gays in the 
military, civil rights protections for gays and lesbians, 
gay marriage, parenting and foster parenting, and 
benefits for partners of gay and lesbian employees of 
major corporations and institutions. This volume, which 
stems from a 1995 conference at Brown University, 
aims to promote both academic and public 
understanding of the different positions that exist on 
sexual orientation and its public policy dimensions 
within four major American religious traditions. Writers 
from within the Jewish community, the Roman Catholic 
church, Mainline Protestant churches, and African-
American churches explore the history and tradition of 
their communities on same-sex orientation, discuss the 
moral stance they advocate, and consider the legal 
and public policy implications of that stance. For each 
of these traditions, two opposing views are 
represented, and a respondent frames the issue in a 
larger context. The book concludes with essays by 
Michael McConnell and Andrew Koppelman exploring 
how our society might find a modus vivendi in a state 
position of neutrality on the moral status of 
homosexuality.

Attack of the 
Theocrats! How 
the Religious 
Right Harms Us 
All- And What We 
Can Do About It

Sean 
Fairclot
h

At no time in American history has the United States 
had such a high percentage of theocratic members of 
Congress--those who expressly endorse religious bias 
in law. Just as ominously, at no other time have 
religious fundamentalists effectively had veto power 
over one of the country's two major political parties. As 
Sean Faircloth argues, this has led to the crumbling of 
the country's most cherished founding principle--the 
wall separating church and state--and presages even 
more crumbling.

Ellery's Protest: 
How One Young 
Man Defied 
Tradition and 
Sparked the 
Battle Over 
School Prayer

Stephen 
D. 
Solomo
n

Tells the fascinating personal and legal drama of the 
Schempp case: the family’s struggle against the ugly 
reactions of neighbors, and the impassioned courtroom 
clashes as brilliant lawyers on both sides argued about 
the meaning of religious freedom. But Schempp was 
not the only case challenging religious exercises in the 
schools at the time, and Ellery’s Protest describes the 
race to the Supreme Court among the attorneys for 
four such cases. Solomon also explores the political, 
cultural, and religious roots of the controversy. 

The Bible, The 
School and the 
Constitution: The 
Clash that 
Shaped Modern 
Church-State 
Doctrine

Steven 
K. 
Green

Draws attention to an often overlooked nineteenth 
century that remains relevant to today's church-state 
debate
Offers historical as well as legal perspectives on a 
crucial episode in American history
Extensively documented from primary sources

Freethinkers: A 
History of 
American 
Secularism

Susan 
Jacoby

At a time when the separation of church and state is 
under attack as never before, Freethinkers offers a 
powerful defense of the secularist heritage that gave 
Americans the first government in the world founded 
not on the authority of religion but on the bedrock of 
human reason. In impassioned, elegant prose, 
celebrated author Susan Jacoby traces more than two 
hundred years of secularist activism, beginning with 
the fierce debate over the omission of God from the 
Constitution. Moving from nineteenth-century 
abolitionism and suffragism through the twentieth 
century's civil liberties, civil rights, and feminist 
movements, Freethinkersilluminates the neglected 
achievements of secularists who, allied with tolerant 
believers, have led the battle for reform in the past and 
today.

The Age of 
American 
Unreason

Susan 
Jacoby

A cultural history of the last forty years, The Age of 
American Unreason focuses on the convergence of 
social forces-usually treated as separate entities-that 
has created a perfect storm of anti-rationalism. These 
include the upsurge of religious fundamentalism, with 
more political power today than ever before; the failure 
of public education to create an informed citizenry; and 
the triumph of video over print culture. Sparing neither 
the right nor the left, Jacoby asserts that Americans 
today have embraced a universe of “junk thought” that 
makes almost no effort to separate fact from opinion.

The First 
Freedoms: 
Church and State 
in America to the 
Passage of the 
First Amendment

Thomas 
Curry

Is government forbidden to assist all religions equally, 
as the Supreme Court has held? Or does the First 
Amendment merely ban exclusive aid to one religion, 
as critics of the Court assert? The First Freedoms 
studies the church-state context of colonial and 
revolutionary America to present a bold new reading of 
the historical meaning of the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment. Synthesizing and interpreting a 
wealth of evidence from the founding of Virginia to the 
passage of the Bill of Rights, including everything 
published in America before 1791, Thomas Curry 
traces America's developing ideas on religious liberty 
and offers the most extensive investigation ever of the 
historical origins and background of the First 
Amendment's religion clauses.

The Age of 
Reason

Thomas 
Paine

Of all the tyrannies that affect mankind, tyranny in 
religion is the worst," declared Thomas Paine, adding, 
"every other species of tyranny is limited to the world 
we live in; but this attempts to stride beyond the grave, 
and seeks to pursue us into eternity." Paine's years of 
study and reflection on the role of religion in society 
culminated with his final work, The Age of Reason. 
This coolly reasoned polemic influenced religious 
thinking throughout the world at the dawn of the 
nineteenth century, and its resonance remains 
undiminished by time.
The selfsame humanist and egalitarian views that 
made Paine a popular figure of the American 
Revolution brought him into frequent conflict with 
political authorities. Parts of The Age of Reason were 
written in a French jail, where Paine was confined for 
his opposition to the execution of Louis XVI. An atack 
on revealed religion from the deist point of view — 
embodied by Paine's credo, "I believe in one God, and 
no more" — this work undertakes a hitherto unheard-of 
approach to Bible study. Its critical and objective 
examination of Old and New Testatments cites 
nemerous contradictions as evidence against literal 
interpretations of the text. Well articulated and 
eminently readable, The Age of Reason is a classic of 
free thought.

Founding Faith: 
Providence, 
Politics, and the 
Birth of Religious 
Freedom in 
America

Waldma
n, 
Steven

Waldman lays out the debate between the 
accommodationists and separationists and then details 
the activities and beliefs of the Founding Fathers to 
see who of the contemporary disputants is right. He 
comes down in favor of the separationists, but he is fair 
to each side and helps the student understand the 
nature of the debate and where it comes from. 

The First Liberty, 
Religion and the 
American 
Republic

William 
Lee 
Miller

Though many claim the United States to be a 
"Christian Nation," Miller provides a fascinatingly vivid 
account of the philosophical skirmishes and political 
machinations that led to the "wall of separation" 
between church and state. That famous phrase is 
Jefferson's, though it does not appear in the 
Declaration of Independence nor in the Constitution. 
But Miller follows this seminal idea from three great 
standard-bearers of religious liberty: Jefferson, 
Madison, and Roger Williams. Jefferson, who wrote 
the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, the 
precursor of the First Amendment of the Constitution; 
James Madison, who was politically responsible for 
Virginia's acceptance of religious liberty and who, a 
few years later, helped draft the Bill of Rights; and the 
even earlier figure, the radical dissenter Roger 
Williams, who propounded the idea of religious 
freedom not as a rational secularist but out of a deeply 
held spiritual faith. 

Church and State 
in American 
History, 3rd 
Edition

Wilson, 
John F. 
and 
Donald 
L. 
Drakem
an

Presents chronologically-organized chapters that 
include selections from documents like colonial 
charters, opinions of the Supreme Court and salient 
legislation, along with contemporary commentary, and 
incisive interpretations of the issues by modern 
scholars. Figures as divergent as John Winthrop, John 
F. Kennedy, and Sandra Day O’Connor speak from 
these pages as directly as Paul Blanshard, Leon 
Higginbotham, John Courtney Murray, and Robert 
Bellah. Church and State in American History 
addresses the difficult relationships among the political 
and religious structures of our society and the 
emergence of an American solution to the church-state 
problem.



Title Author Description
Visions of 
Reality- What 
Fundamentalist 
Schools Teach

Albert J. 
Menend
ez

Although a majority of Americans have repeatedly 
shown in referendum elections and opinion polls that 
they oppose tax support for nonpublic schools, 
fundamentalist leaders and their political lobbies are 
putting increasing pressure on Congress and state 
legislatures to compel taxpayers to support sectarian 
private schools through "vouchers" or "tuition tax 
credits," under the deceptive banner of "school 
choice." Albert J. Menendez has carefully examined 
the most widely used history, English, and science 
textbooks in fundamentalist private schools. He 
documents the fact that these schools promote 
prejudice against people of other faiths, distort history, 
derogate our literary heritage, cast science in a bad 
light, and otherwise indoctrinate children with "visions 
of reality" that are incompatible with public tax support.

Religion and the 
Public Schools

Anne 
Marie 
Lofaso

Religion in the Public Schools: A Road Map for 
Avoiding Lawsuits and Respecting Parents’ Legal 
Rights is designed to help. This handy 129-page book, 
written by Associate Professor of Law Anne Marie 
Lofaso of West Virginia University, examines what the 
courts have said about many religion-in-school 
controversies and provides clear, concise answers to 
common questions. Fully referenced and 
footnoted, Religion in the Public Schools is the perfect 
guide for anyone seeking to better navigate the 
intersection between religion and public education.

Why We Still 
Need Public 
Schools

Art Must 
Jr.

Two cornerstones of American democracy - separation 
of church and state, and public schools - are under 
increasing attack. As this collection of essays, written 
by some of America's leading educators, political 
figures, and advocates of religious liberty shows, 
universal public education and the separation of 
church and state are related. The eminent contributors 
to this book argue that we need to defend both 
institutions against increasing onslaughts by the 
Religious Right and other self-proclaimed arbiters of 
societal behavior, who seek to dictate public policy and 
who are labeling the public schools themselves as 
"immoral" institutions. At issue here is not whether 
public schools need to be improved. It is assumed that 
improvement is necessary.

Piety & Politics: 
The Right Wing 
Assault on 
Religious 
Freedom

Barry 
Lynn

In the wake of the 2004 presidential election, the 
Religious Right insisted that George Bush had been 
handed a mandate for an ideology-based social 
agenda, including the passage of a “marriage 
amendment” to ban same-sex unions, diversion of tax 
money to religious groups through “faith-based 
initiatives,” the teaching of creationism in public 
schools, and restrictions on abortion. Led by an 
aggressive band of television preachers and extremist 
radio personalities, the Religious Right set its sights on 
demolishing the wall of separation between church and 
state. The Reverend Barry Lynn is a devout Christian, 
but he argues that politicians need to stop looking to 
the Bible to justify their actions and should consult 
another source instead: the U.S. Constitution. 

First Freedom 
First: A Citizen's 
Guide to 
Protecting 
Religious Liberty 
and Separation of 
Church and State

Barry 
Lynn & 
C. 
Welton 
Gaddy

The United States is the most religiously diverse nation 
in the world, due in large part to the clauses of the First 
Amendment that guarantee freedom for and from 
religion. But as we debate displaying Christmas trees 
at city hall and the Ten Commandments in the 
courthouse, we must ask: in what other ways is our 
religious liberty being compromised. In First Freedom 
First, with clear language and recognizable examples, 
two of the most trusted voices on church-state 
separation address head-on the many areas where 
religion and politics overlap, with consequences for all 
Americans.

The Right to 
Religious Liberty: 
The Basic ACLU 
Guide to 
Religious Rights

Barry 
Lynn, 
Marc D. 
Stern, 
and 
Oliver 
S. 
Thomas

This revised and updated edition of The Right to 
Religious Liberty sets forth an individual’s religious 
rights under present law, offering suggestions as to 
how they can be preserved and protected. (A bit 
dated-1995- but otherwise a good resource)

  Journal of 
Church and State

Baylor 
Universi
ty

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Pray the Gay 
Away: The 
Extraordinary 
Lives of Bible 
Belt Gays

Bernade
tte 
Barton

While some areas of the Unites States have made 
tremendous progress in securing rights for gay people, 
Bible Belt states lag behind. In Pray the Gay Away, 
Bernadette Barton argues that conventions of small 
town life, rules which govern Southern manners, and 
the power wielded by Christian institutions serve as a 
foundation for both passive and active homophobia in 
the Bible Belt. She explores how conservative 
Christian ideology reproduces homophobic attitudes 
and shares how Bible Belt gays negotiate these 
attitudes in their daily lives. Drawing on the remarkable 
stories of Bible Belt gays, Barton brings to the fore 
their thoughts, experiences and hard-won insights to 
explore the front lines of our national culture war over 
marriage, family, hate crimes, and equal rights. 

To Serve God 
and Wal-Mart: 
The Making of 
Christian Free 
Enterprise

Bethany 
Ellen 
Moreton

In the decades after World War II, evangelical 
Christianity nourished America’s devotion to free 
markets, free trade, and free enterprise. The history of 
Wal-Mart uncovers a complex network that united Sun 
Belt entrepreneurs, evangelical employees, Christian 
business students, overseas missionaries, and free-
market activists. Through the stories of people linked 
by the world’s largest corporation, Bethany Moreton 
shows how a Christian service ethos powered 
capitalism at home and abroad.

Moral Minority: 
Our Skeptical 
Founding Fathers

Brooke 
Allen

In her lively refutation of modern claims about 
America's religious origins, Brooke Allen looks back at 
the late eighteenth century and shows decisively that 
the United States was founded not on Christian 
principles at all but on Enlightenment ideas. Moral 
Minority presents a powerful case that the unique legal 
framework the Founding Fathers created was 
designed according to the humanist ideals of 
Enlightenment thinkers: God entered the picture only 
as a very minor player, and Jesus Christ was 
conspicuous by his absence. The guiding spirit of the 
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. 
Constitution, Ms. Allen explains, was not Jesus Christ 
but John Locke. In direct and accessible prose, she 
provides fascinating chapters on the religious lives of 
the six men she considers the key Founding Fathers: 
Franklin, Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, and Hamilton. Far from being the 
conventional pious Christians we too often imagine, 
these men were skeptical intellectuals, in some cases 
not even Christians at all.

The Battle over 
School Prayer: 
How Engel v. 
Vitale Changed 
America

Bruce J. 
Dierenfi
eld

Bruce Dierenfield has written a concise and readable 
guide to the first and still most important case that 
addressed the constitutionality of prayer in public 
schools. The 22-word recitation in a Long Island school 
that was challenged in Engel v. Vitale was hardly 
denominational not even overtly Christian but a handful 
of parents saw it as a violation of the First 
Amendment's proscription again the establishment of 
religion. The case forced the Supreme Court to take a 
stand on Jefferson's "wall of separation" between 
church and state. When it did so, the Court declared 
that by endorsing the prayer recitation no matter how 
brief, non-denominational, or voluntary the Long Island 
school board had unconstitutionally approved the 
establishment of religion in school. Writing with 
impeccable fairness and sensitivity, Dierenfield sets his 
account of the Engel decision in the larger historical 
and political context, citing battles over a wide range of 
religious activities in public schools throughout 
American history. Through interviews with many of the 
participants, he also reveals the large price paid by the 
plaintiffs and their children, who were frequently 
harassed both during and after the trial. 

Religious 
Fundamentalisms 
and the Human 
Rights of Women

C. 
Howlan
d

Dialogue on the conflict between religious 
fundamentalism and women's rights is often stymied 
by an 'all or nothing' approach: fundamentalists claim 
of absolute religious freedom, while some feminists 
dismiss religion entirely as being so imbued with 
patriarchy as to be eternally opposed to women's 
rights. This ignores, though, the experiences of 
religious women who suffer under fundamentalism and 
fight to resist it, perceiving themselves to be at once 
religious and feminist. In Religious Fundamentalisms 
and the Human Rights of Women , Howland provides a 
forum for these different scholars, both religious and 
nonreligious, to meet and seek common ground in their 
fight against fundamentalism. Through an examination 
of international human rights, national law, grass roots 
activism, and theology, this volume explores the acute 
problems that contemporary fundamentalist 
movements pose for women's equality and liberty 
rights.

Liars for Jesus: 
The Religious 
Right's Alternate 
Version of 
American History

Chris 
Rodda

Liars for Jesus debunks many of the historical lies 
invented and used by the Christian nationalist history 
revisionists in their efforts to further their far right 
political agenda and destroy the wall of separation 
between church and state in America. Liars for Jesus 
is not a book about religion. It is a history book, 
presenting and fully documenting the true stories and 
historical facts that are distorted in the "Christian 
nation" pseudo-history promoted by the religious right.

Wrapped in the 
Flag

Claire 
Conner

Claire Conner’s award-winning memoir, Wrapped in 
the Flag (Beacon Press 2013, 2014) weaves her  
intimate personal stories with the history of the 1960s, 
70s, and 80s. She chronicles her parents’ obsession 
with radical right-wing politics embodied in the John 
Birch Society, the most powerful  anti-Communist, anti-
government, populist movement of the 20th century

Nonbeliever 
Nation: The Rise 
of Secular 
Americans

David 
Niose

Today, one in five Americans are nonbelievers―a 
rapidly growing group at a time when traditional 
Christian churches are dwindling in numbers. Still we 
see almost none of them openly serving in elected 
office, while many others continue to loudly proclaim 
the falsehood of America as a Christian nation. David 
Niose calls for nonreligious Americans from all 
backgrounds to step out of the shadows and signal 
their opposition to the long-dominant Religious Right. 
Exploring all the hot-button issues that divide the 
country―from gay marriage to education policy to 
contentious church-state battles―he shows how 
Secular Americans―a group comprised not just of 
atheists and agnostics, but lapsed Catholics, secular 
Jews, and millions of others who have walked away 
from organized religion―are mobilizing and forming 
groups all over the country (even atheist clubs in Bible-
belt high schools) to challenge the exaltation of religion 
in American politics and public life. 

Original Intent: 
Chief Justice 
Rehnquist and 
the Course of 
American 
Church/State 
Relations

Derek 
Davis

Contemporary debate in the area of church/state 
relations centers around the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment: "Congress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of religion [the 
Establishment Clause] or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof [the Free Exercise Clause]." Original Intent is a 
readable and objective summary of the views of Chief 
Justice Rehnquist and an enlightening treatise on the 
future of church/state relations in America.

Roger Williams: 
Prophet of Liberty

Edwin 
C. 
Gaustad

Roger Williams chronicles the life of one of the most 
remarkable forefathers in American history. A true 
revolutionary, this devout Puritan championed Native 
American rights; wrote treatises on equal rights, flag 
desecration, and the separation of church and state; 
established the first American settlement based on 
total religious toleration--and he lived more than a 
century before independence, when America was still a 
vast wilderness! Williams went on to adopt adult 
baptism and founded the first Baptist church in 
America. He became president of Rhode Island colony 
in 1654, served as captain in the defense of 
Providence during King Philip's War, and continued to 
write and preach passionately for religious tolerance 
and Native American rights until his death in 1683.

Proclaim Liberty 
Throughout the 
Land: A History of 
Church and State 
in America

Edwin 
Gaustad

In this volume, one of the most distinguished scholars 
of American religious history traces the complicated 
relationship of church and state from the early colonial 
period, through the unique American experiment in 
religious liberty after the Revolution, to the ongoing 
debate over religious issues in our schools and 
communities. Edwin Gaustad relates entertaining and 
edifying accounts of headline-grabbing court trials 
involving polygamy, witchcraft, and church taxation. He 
quotes moving passages from the speeches and 
writings of American Presidents and Supreme Court 
justices to prove that, to paraphrase Michelangelo, 
"religious liberty is made up of a series of trifles, but 
religious liberty is no trifle."

Faith of the 
Founders: 
Religion and the 
New Nation, 
1776-1826

Edwin 
S. 
Gaustad

Edwin Gaustad provides a careful consideration of the 
developing relationship between religion and the state 
after the American Revolution. With concise focus on 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, 
George Washington, and John Adams, Gaustad 
identifies seven varying―sometimes 
contrary―perspectives on religion that guided the 
nation's founders. Faith of the Founders shows how 
these figures possessed an intuitive understanding of 
religion that helped nourish a young country. This brief 
but insightful book offers a look into the founding 
fathers' genius―and points to a way forward through 
the ideological boundaries that threaten to upend the 
daily doings of American government today.

With God on 
Their Side: How 
Christian 
Fundamentalists 
Trampled 
Science, Policy 
and Democracy 
in George W. 
Bush's White 
House

Esther 
Kaplan

When asked which single issue most affected their 
vote in the last presidential election, more than one in 
five Americans said “moral values”—and 78 percent of 
these voters chose to reelect President George W. 
Bush. As Esther Kaplan shows in her richly detailed 
investigation, it’s no wonder the Christian right voted 
for Bush in droves—their loyal support in 2000 
produced fantastic results. While organizations that 
offer abortion counseling and services or help to 
prevent HIV see their funds cut, church groups receive 
millions in federal dollars to promote sexual abstinence 
and marriage (provided, of course, it is heterosexual). 
Bush has appointed a Christian right dream team to 
the federal courts, dedicated to tearing down what one 
such judge calls “the so-called separation of church 
and state. Religious zeal even shapes Bush’s foreign 
policy, as Christian belief in the end times spurs the 
administration’s support for hard-line policies in Israel.

Evolution vs. 
Creationism

Eugenie 
C. Scott

More than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the 
debate over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.

The Separation 
of Church and 
State: Writings on 
a Fundamental 
Freedom by 
America's 
Founders

Forrest 
Church

A primer of essential writings about one of the 
cornerstones of our democracy by the original authors 
of the Constitution, edited by preeminant liberal 
theologian Forrest Church. Americans will never stop 
debating the question of church-state separation, and 
such debates invariably lead back to the nation’s 
beginnings and the founders’ intent. The Separation of 
Church and State presents a basic collection of the 
founders’ teachings on this topic. This concise primer 
gets past the rhetoric that surrounds the current 
debate, placing the founders’ vivid writings on religious 
liberty in historical perspective. Edited and with running 
commentary by Forrest Church, this important 
collection informs anyone curious about the original 
blueprint for our country and its government.

Separation of 
Church and 
State: Founding 
Principle of 
Religious Liberty

Frank 
Lambert

Frank Lambert tackles the central claims of the 
Religious Right "historians" who insist that America 
was conceived as a "Christian State," that modern-day 
"liberals" and "secularists" have distorted and/or 
ignored the place of religion in American history, and 
that the phrase "the separation of church and state" 
does not appear in any of the founding documents and 
is, therefore, a myth created by the Left. He discusses 
what separates "bad" history from "good" history, and 
concludes that the self-styled "historians" of the 
Religious Right create a "useful past" that enlists the 
nation's founders on behalf of present-day 
conservative religious and political causes. The result 
of a politicized religious history exposes the Religious 
Right "history" as fabrications and half-truths. In fact, 
one of the foundational principles of the Constitution is 
that of separation as the key to safeguarding freedom: 
separation of powers, separation of federal and state 
governments, and separation of church and state.

Religious 
Expression and 
the American 
Constitution

Frankly
n 
Haiman

In the current environment and fervor for “homeland 
security,” personal freedoms in exchange for security 
are coming under more scrutiny. Among these 
guaranteed freedoms are the protection of religious 
expression given by the U.S. Constitution and the 
constitutional prohibitions against behaviors that 
violate the separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.

Eternal Hostility: 
The Struggle 
Between 
Theocracy and 
Democracy

Frederic
k 
Clarkso
n

What is behind the violence against abortion clinics, 
attacks on gays and lesbians and the growing power of 
the religious right? Frederick Clarkson makes it clear 
that beyond the bombers and assassins who 
sometimes make news, is a growing, if not well 
understood, movement that encompasses Pat 
Robertson's Christian Coalition, the Unification Church 
of Sun Myung Moon and the Promise Keepers--the 
lead agency of the so-called Christian men's 
movement. Clarkson exposes the wild card of the 
"theology of vigilantism" which urges the enforcement 
of "God's law" and argues for fundamentalist revolution 
against constitutional democracy. 

Setting the 
Record Straight: 
Response to 
Misconceptions 
About Public 
Education in the 
US

Gerald 
Bracey

Gerald Bracey knows there are three kinds of lies in 
education policy: lies, damned lies, and the statistics 
that reactionary reformers tout as evidence in favor of 
dismantling our public schools. In this second and 
substantially updated edition of the hard-hitting Setting 
the Record Straight, Bracey goes toe-to-toe with the 
opponents of quality public education. You'll learn how 
to discredit them in your own discussions by using the 
very logic and statistical analyses they purport to have 
on their side. In this series of smart, forceful analyses, 
Bracey homes in on specific topics like vouchers, 
school funding, and comparisons to international test 
scores, themes around which agitators have created a 
host of mythological American school failures from the 
flimsiest of evidence. Each essay begins with a 
question you might commonly hear in conversation 
about these alleged shortcomings, to which Bracey 
provides a brief, sound- byte-ready rebuttal. Then he 
follows it up with a full-length explanation, replete with 
statistical data and talking points that fully support his 
assertions-and silence those who would undermine 
education with disinformation.

Not in Our 
Classrooms

Glenn 
Branch 
& 
Eugenie 
C. Scott

Where did the concept of intelligent design originate? 
How does it connect with, and conflict with, various 
religious beliefs? Should we teach the controversy 
itself in our science classrooms? In clear and lively 
essays, a team of experts answers these questions 
and many more, describing the history of the intelligent 
design movement and the lack of scientific support for 
its claims. Most importantly, the contributors—
authorities on the scientific, legal, educational, and 
theological problems of intelligent design-speak 
specifically to teachers and parents about the need to 
defend the integrity of science education by keeping 
intelligent design out of science curriculums. 

Lowering the 
Wall: Religion 
and the Supreme 
Court in the 
1980s

Gregg 
Ivers

Convinced that church-state law under the Supreme 
Court during the 1980s took "a giant-and unwelcome 
step--backward," Gregg Ivers's book explores the 
changing relationship between religion and the state. 
Those looking for a neutral account of this relationship 
should look elsewhere. This book, commissioned by 
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, is a liberal's 
response to use of the courts by "[r]eligious 
conservatives, encouraged by the election of Ronald 
Reagan," to create a "broad wave of conservative 
religious populism" in pursuit of school prayer, financial 
assistance for parochial institutions and equal access 
to public school facilities for student religious clubs.

The Oxford 
Companion to the 
Supreme Court of 
the United States

Hall, 
Kermit L

Not about church and state, but a great resource book 
on the Court.

The Journal of 
Law and Religion

Hamline 
Universi
ty Law 
School

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Religion on Trial: 
How Supreme 
Court Trends 
Threaten 
Freedom of 
Conscience in 
America

Hammo
nd, 
Philip 
E., 
David 
W. 
Machac
ek and 
Eric 
Michael 
Mazur

A powerful indictment of the current Supreme Court, 
arguing the regressive justices are not faithful to the 
Constitution and thereby endanger religious freedom.

The Godless 
Constitution: The 
Case Against 
Religious 
Correctness

Isaac 
Krammi
k & R. 
Lawrenc
e Moore

The Godless Constitution is an urgent and timely 
reexamination of the roots of church-state separation 
in American politics - and a ringing refutation of the 
misguided claims of the religious right. In this important 
polemic two distinguished scholars of American 
political ideas and religion refute this dangerous 
attempt to introduce what they term "religious 
correctness" into our politics, by reminding us that the 
absence of any mention of God in the Constitution was 
a conscious action on the framers' part, intended to 
prevent the bloody religious controversies that so 
marked European history. They also emphasize that 
church-state separation was seen as a guarantee of - 
not a hindrance to - religions liberty. Fully respecting 
the importance of religion in the public sphere, yet 
forthright in defining proper limits, The Godless 
Constitution offers a bracing return to the first 
principles of American democracy - and a guide to 
keeping them intact in the forthcoming presidential 
campaign.

Holy Hullabaloos: 
A Road Trip to 
the Battlegrounds 
of the Church-
State Wars

J. D. 
Wexler

After ten years spent riddling over the intricacies of 
church/state law from the ivory tower, law professor 
Jay Wexler decided it was high time to hit the road to 
learn what really happened in some of the most 
controversial Supreme Court cases involving this hot-
button issue. In Holy Hullabaloos, he takes us along for 
the ride, crossing the country to meet the people and 
visit the places responsible for landmark decisions in 
recent judicial history, from a high school football field 
where fans once recited prayers before kickoff to a 
Santeria church notorious for animal sacrifice, from a 
publicly funded Muslim school to a creationist 
museum. Wexler's no-holds-barred approach to 
investigating famous church/state brouhahas is as 
funny as it is informative.

Far Right 
Fantasy: A 
Sociology of 
American 
Religion and 
Politics

James 
Aho

Far-Right Fantasy is a straight-forward, jargon-free 
study of contemporary American right-wing extremism. 
The book addresses the strengths and weaknesses of 
the standard psycho-social-cultural explanations of far-
right activism. It shows how extremists are similar 
educationally and psychologically to their more 
conventional neighbors; that they get into the 
movement in the same way that others become peace 
activists or radical environmentalists, namely, through 
their ties with fellow workers and church-goers, family 
members, and classmates; and that their views are 
given a patina of certainty by being repeatedly 
corroborated within closed, non-contaminated 
communication systems. 

Religion and the 
State: Essays in 
Honor of Leo 
Pfeffer

James 
E. Wood 
Jr.

These essays examine major themes affecting religion 
and the state in a free society and the interaction of 
religion and world order. While concern is given to the 
historical and judicial context of the Establishment and 
Free Exercise Clauses of the First Amendment, special 
attention is given to contemporary church-state 
problems in American life. In addition, the volume 
analyzes alternatives to church-state relations outside 
the United States and freedom of religion in the 
international advance of human rights.

Supreme 
Conflict: The 
Inside Story of 
the Struggle for 
Control of the 
United States 
Supreme Court

Jan 
Crawfor
d 
Greenb
urg

Drawing on unprecedented access to the Supreme 
Court justices themselves and their inner circles, 
acclaimed ABC News legal correspondent Jan 
Crawford Greenburg offers an explosive newsbreaking 
account of one of the most momentous political 
watersheds in American history. From the series of 
Republican nominations that proved deeply frustrating 
to conservatives to the decades of bruising battles that 
led to the rise of Justices Roberts and Alito, this is the 
authoritative story of the conservative effort to shift the 
direction of the high court—a revelatory look at one of 
the central fronts of America's culture wars by one of 
the most widely respected experts on the subject.

The Nine: Inside 
the Secret World 
of the Supreme 
Court

Jeffrey 
Toobin

In The Nine, acclaimed journalist Jeffrey Toobin takes 
us into the chambers of the most important—and 
secret—legal body in our country, the Supreme Court, 
revealing the complex dynamic among the nine people 
who decide the law of the land. An institution at a 
moment of transition, the Court now stands at a crucial 
point, with major changes in store on such issues as 
abortion, civil rights, and church-state relations. Based 
on exclusive interviews with the justices and with a 
keen sense of the Court’s history and the trajectory of 
its future, Jeffrey Toobin creates in The Nine a riveting 
story of one of the most important forces in American 
life today. (2008)

Roger Williams 
and the Creation 
of the American 
Soul: Church, 
State and the 
Birth of Liberty

John M. 
Barry

For four hundred years, Americans have wrestled with 
and fought over two concepts that define the nature of 
the nation: the proper relation between church and 
state and between a free individual and the state. 
These debates began with the extraordinary thought 
and struggles of Roger Williams, who had an 
unparalleled understanding of the conflict between a 
government that justified itself by "reason of state"-i.e. 
national security-and its perceived "will of God" and the 
"ancient rights and liberties" of individuals. Acclaimed 
historian John M. Barry explores the development of 
these fundamental ideas through the story of the man 
who was the first to link religious freedom to individual 
liberty, and who created in America the first 
government and society on earth informed by those 
beliefs. 

Religious Liberty 
and the Secular 
State

John M. 
Swomle
y

This book exposes the Supreme Court's erosion of the 
Establishment Clause while emphasizing the Free 
Exercise Clause. Swomley also explores civil religion, 
secular humanism, and the current counter-revolution 
against separation of church and state led by some 
religious and political conservatives who would profit 
from government aid. He also lists the benefits 
churches would realize under a secular government.

Religion and the 
American 
Constitutional 
Experiment: 
Essential Rights 
and Liberties

John 
Witte, 
Jr.

The third edition of this classic book provides a 
comprehensive, multidisciplinary overview of the 
history, theory, law, and comparative analysis of 
American religious liberty from the earliest colonial 
period through the most recent Supreme Court cases. 
The authors present balanced, accessible discussions 
of controversial issues, such as funding religious 
schools and charities and displaying religious symbols 
on government property. 

The Last 
Freedom: 
Religion from the 
Public School to 
the Public Square

Joseph 
P.Vitterit
i

The presidency of George W. Bush has polarized the 
church-state debate as never before. The Far Right 
has been emboldened to use religion to govern, while 
the Far Left has redoubled its efforts to evict religion 
from public life entirely. In The Last Freedom, Joseph 
Viteritti argues that there is a basic tension between 
religion and democracy because religion often rejects 
compromise as a matter of principle while democracy 
requires compromise to thrive. Viteritti argues that 
Americans must guard against debasing politics with 
either antireligious bigotry or religious zealotry. 
Drawing on politics, history, and law, he defines a new 
approach to the church-state question that protects the 
religious and the secular alike. Challenging much 
conventional opinion, Viteritti argues that the courts 
have failed to adequately protect religious minorities, 
that the rights of the religious are under greater threat 
than those of the secular, and that democracy exacts 
greater compromises and sacrifices from the religious 
than it does from the secular.

The Good News 
Club: The 
Christian Right's 
Stealth Assault 
on America's 
Children

Katherin
e 
Stewart

In 2009, the Good News Club came to the public 
elementary school where journalist Katherine Stewart 
sent her children. The Club, which is sponsored by the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, bills itself as an after-
school program of “Bible study.” But Stewart soon 
discovered that the Club’s real mission is to convert 
children to fundamentalist Christianity and encourage 
them to proselytize to their “unchurched” peers, all the 
while promoting the natural but false impression 
among the children that its activities are endorsed by 
the school. Astonished to discover that the U.S. 
Supreme Court has deemed this—and other forms of 
religious activity in public schools—legal, Stewart set 
off on an investigative journey to dozens of cities and 
towns across the nation to document the impact. In this 
book she demonstrates that there is more religion in 
America’s public schools today than there has been for 
the past 100 years. The movement driving this agenda 
is stealthy. It is aggressive. It has our children in its 
sights. And its ultimate aim is to destroy the system of 
public education as we know it.

American 
Theocracy: The 
Peril and Politics 
of Radical 
Religion, Oil, and 
Borrowed Money 
in the 21st 
Century

Kevin 
Phillips

Phillips takes an uncompromising view of the current 
age of global overreach, fundamentalist religion, 
diminishing resources, and ballooning debt under the 
GOP majority. With an eye to the past and a searing 
vision of the future, Phillips confirms what too many 
Americans are still unwilling to admit about the depth 
of our misgovernment.

The 
Fundamentals of 
Extremism: The 
Christian Right in 
America

Kimberl
y Blaker

The politics, educational policies, and social values 
perpetuated by Christian fundamentalists are exposed 
in this critical perspective on the religious right's role in 
American society. Statistics and studies of the 
movement are offered that provide insight into the 
causes and characteristics of fundamentalism and its 
effects on minority groups including women, children, 
African Americans, gays, and lesbians. Essays from a 
variety of authors consider the path to theocracy, the 
effect of the theology of inerrancy on politics, and the 
state of fundamentalism in the United States after the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Creationism on 
Trial: Evolution 
and God at Little 
Rock

Langdo
n Gilkey

Creationism on Trial is Gilkey's blow-by-blow account 
of his experiences as a witness for the ACLU at the 
1981 creationist trial in Little Rock, AR.

The Devil in 
Dover: An 
Insider's Story of 
Dogma v. Darwin 
in Small Town 
America

Lauri 
Lebo

Local newspaper reporter Lauri Lebo was handed the 
story of a lifetime when the Dover (Pennsylvania) 
School Board adopted a measure to require its ninth-
grade biology students to learn about intelligent 
design. In a case that recalled the famed 1925 Scopes 
“monkey” trial and made international headlines, 
eleven parents sued the school board. When the case 
wound up in federal court before a George W. Bush–
appointed judge, Lebo had a front-row seat. Lebo 
skillfully probes the compelling background of the 
case, introducing us to the plaintiffs, the defendants, 
the lawyers, and a parade of witnesses, along with 
Judge John E. Jones, who would eventually condemn 
the school board’s decision as one of “breathtaking 
inanity.” With the antievolution battle having moved to 
the state level—and the recent passage of state 
legislation that protects the right of schools to teach 
alternatives to evolution—the story will continue to be 
relevant for years to come.

Religion, State 
and the Burger 
Court

Leo 
Pfeffer

In Religion, State and the Burger Court, Leo Pfeffer, 
the leading authority on church/state law, presents a 
trenchant analysis of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court under Chief Justice Warren E. Burger, focusing 
on the Court's interpretation of the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments. These amendments that guarantee the 
separation of church and state and the free exercise of 
religion are fundamental to the unique character of 
democracy as it exists in the United States. However, 
the distinction between affairs of state and the 
concerns of organized religion has become blurred.

The 
Establishment 
Clause, Religion 
and the First 
Amendment

Leonard 
W. Levy

Leonard Levy's classic work examines the 
circumstances that led to the writing of the 
establishment clause of the First Amendment: 
'Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion. . . .' He argues that, contrary 
to popular belief, the framers of the Constitution 
intended to prohibit government aid to religion even on 
an impartial basis. He thus refutes the view of 
'nonpreferentialists,' who interpret the clause as 
allowing such aid provided that the assistance is not 
restricted to a preferred church. For this new edition, 
Levy has added to his original arguments and 
incorporated much new material, including an analysis 
of Jefferson's ideas on the relationship between church 
and state and a discussion of the establishment clause 
cases brought before the Supreme Court since the 
book was originally published in 1986.

God vs The 
Gavel: Religion 
and the Rule of 
Law

Marci 
Hamilto
n

God vs. the Gavel challenges the pervasive 
assumption that all religious conduct deserves 
constitutional protection. While religious conduct 
provides many benefits to society, it is not always 
benign. The thesis of the book is that anyone who 
harms another person should be governed by the laws 
that govern everyone else - and truth be told, religion is 
capable of great harm.

The Search for 
Christian America

Mark 
Noll., 
Nathan 
O. 
Hatch 
and 
George 
M. 
Marsde
n

The Search for Christian America" explores key 
questions raised by the movement asserting the 
Christian heritage of the U.S. and calling for its 
recovery. Through careful historical and contemporary 
analysis, the authors address such issues as: how 
much Christian action is required to make a whole 
society Christian; Puritan New England as case study; 
Christian principles vs. baptised ideology in the 
Revolutionary period; the stumbling block of incorrect 
views of America's history for effective Christian 
involvement in critical public issues; the relationship of 
Christian convictions to political or social agendas; 
learning to think historically as a guard against 
shortsighted or simplistic approaches.

The Myth of 
Christian 
America: What 
You Need to 
Know About the 
Separation of 
Church and State

Mark 
Weldon 
Whitten

Written in an accessible, popular style, Whitten 
provides sound scholarship in defense of the 
exposition of constitutional church-state separation.

Liberty and 
Conscience

Martha 
Nussba
um

The respect for religious difference has formed the 
bedrock of our nation and made equality possible. Yet 
today we are told that “moral values”—code for a 
government shaped by religious concerns—must be 
the keystone of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.

A Wall of 
Separation? 
Debating the 
Public Role of 
Religion

Mary C. 
Segers 
& Ted 
G. Jelen

Should the wall of separation between church and 
state be permeable or inviolable? This question has 
been hotly contested since the nation's founding and 
contentious debates persist today. With a collection of 
the most significant documents and an introduction by 
Clarke E. Cochran that provides the historical context 
of the debate, prominent scholars Mary Segers and 
Ted Jelen debate the impact of organized religion on 
the democratic process, examine its influence on 
political discourse, and discuss its significance for the 
creation of public policy. The authors illuminate the 
constitutional implications of using religion to cultivate 
public morality and discuss the complexities of creating 
a civic-minded citizenry in a pluralistic society.

Religious 
Freedom and the 
Supreme Court

Melissa 
Rogers, 
and 
Steven 
K. 
Green

A completely recast, updated, version of Robert T. 
Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward Benevolent 
Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme Court, 
listed belowA completely recast, updated, version of 
Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward 
Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme 
Court, listed belowA completely recast, updated, 
version of Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, 
Toward Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the 
Supreme Court, listed below

That's Not What 
They Meant! 
Reclaiming 
America's 
Founding Fathers 
from the Right 
Wing

Michael 
Austin

 In That's Not What They Meant! Professor Michael 
Austin examines dozens of books, articles, speeches, 
and radio broadcasts by such figures as Glenn Beck, 
Mark Levin, Sean Hannity, Larry Schweikart, and 
David Barton to expose the deep historical flaws in 
their use of America's founding history. In contrast to 
their misleading method of citing proof texts to serve a 
narrow agenda, Austin allows the Founding Fathers to 
speak for themselves, situating all quotations in the 
proper historical context. What emerges is a true 
historical picture of men who often disagreed with one 
another on such crucial issues as federal power, 
judicial review, and the separation of church and state. 
As Austin shows, the real legacy of the Founding 
Fathers to us is a political process: a system of 
disagreement, debate, and compromise that has kept 
democracy vibrant in America for more than two 
hundred years. Austin's carefully researched and 
rigorously argued book is essential reading for anyone 
seeking the accurate historical background to many of 
the hot-button political debates of today.

The Religious 
Roots of the First 
Amendment: 
Dissenting 
Protestants and 
the Separation of 
Church and State

Nichola
s P. 
Miller

Traditional understandings of the genesis of the 
separation of church and state rest on assumptions 
about "Enlightenment" and the republican ethos of 
citizenship. In The Religious Roots of the First 
Amendment, Nicholas P. Miller does not seek to 
dislodge that interpretation but to augment and enrich 
it by recovering its cultural and discursive religious 
contexts--specifically the discourse of Protestant 
dissent. He argues that commitments by certain 
dissenting Protestants to the right of private judgment 
in matters of Biblical interpretation, an outgrowth of the 
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, helped 
promote religious disestablishment in the early modern 
West. Miller shows that the separation of church and 
state can be read, most persuasively, as the triumph of 
a particular strand of Protestant nonconformity-that 
which stretched back to the Puritan separatist and the 
Restoration sects, rather than to those, like 
Presbyterians, who sought to replace the "wrong" 
church establishment with their own, "right" one. 

The Creator in 
the Courtroom: 
"Scopes II": The 
1981 Arkansas 
Creation-
Evolution Trial

Norman 
Geisler

Written by a creationist, this book is an account of the 
Scopes trial from that perspective, and argues that the 
judge in the case was prejudiced agains creationism 
from the very beginning. 

Storm Center: 
The Supreme 
Court in 
American Politics

O’Brien, 
David M

A terrific introduction to the history and particularly the 
workings of the Supreme Court, although it has very 
little specifically about church and state

God on Trial: 
Dispatches from 
America's 
Religious 
Battlefields

Peter 
Irons

Over the past two decades, federal courts have 
become contentious battlefields in America's growing 
religious wars. Since 1989, five momentous court 
cases have divided communities and the nation. Peter 
Irons, a noted constitutional scholar, lawyer, and author 
of the bestselling May It Please the Court, delivers a 
compelling narrative accompanied by first-person 
accounts from both sides of the fight in these historic 
cases. 

Living the 
Secular Life

Phil 
Zucker
man

Drawing on innovative sociological research, Living the 
Secular Life illuminates this demographic shift with the 
moral convictions that govern secular individuals, 
offering crucial information for the religious and 
nonreligious alike. Living the Secular Life reveals that, 
despite opinions to the contrary, nonreligious 
Americans possess a unique moral code that allows 
them to effectively navigate the complexities of modern 
life. Spiritual self-reliance, clear-eyed pragmatism, and 
an abiding faith in the Golden Rule to adjudicate moral 
decisions: these common principles are shared across 
secular society. Living the Secular Life demonstrates 
these principles in action and points to their usage 
throughout daily life.

Thy Kingdom 
Come: How the 
Religious Right 
Distorts Faith and 
Threatens 
America

Randall 
Balmer

For much of American history, evangelicalism was 
aligned with progressive political causes-the abolition 
of slavery, universal suffrage, and public education. 
But contemporary conservative activists have 
defaulted on this majestic legacy, embracing instead 
an agenda virtually indistinguishable from the 
Republican Party platform. How has evangelical 
Christianity become so entrenched in partisan politics? 
Randall Balmer, an evangelical Christian and a 
historian of American religion, deftly combines 
ethnographic research, theological reflections, and 
historical context to examine the nature of the 
Religious Right today-and offers a rallying cry for 
liberal Christians to reclaim the noble traditions of their 
faith.

First Freedom: 
The Fight for 
Religious Liberty

Randall 
Balmer, 
Lee 
Grogerg 
& Mark 
Mabry

In the sweltering summer of 1789, James Madison 
penned sixteen words in spare prose that became the 
First Amendment to the United States Constitution. 
Herein the founding fathers of a young government 
pledged separation of church and state, thus 
guaranteeing religious freedom for its citizens and 
establishing a free marketplace for religion in the 
United States. Utterly unprecedented in Western 
history, this construction of a government without the 
interlocking authority of religion set a new course for 
faith and politics and has produced a vibrant religious 
culture unmatched anywhere in the world. First 
Freedom details the progression of religious liberty 
from pilgrims and Puritans to the creation of the Bill of 
Rights and how it shaped a new nation. 

Close Encounters 
with the Religious 
Right: Journeys 
into the Twilight 
Zone of Religion 
and Politics

Rob 
Boston

What does Pat Robertson's Christian Coalition really 
want? What secret agenda lies behind radio counselor 
James Dobson's Focus on the Family? Who are the 
Promise Keepers and what are their ultimate goals? 
Why do so many leaders of the religious right engage 
in gay bashing? What would these groups do to our 
public school system, or to our government, if they 
were in power? Close Encounters with the Religious 
Right takes you behind the scenes to answer these 
questions and gives the reader a rare glimpse of a 
world the average American may not even realize 
exists.

James Madison 
on Religious 
Liberty

Robert 
Alley

This long-overdue volume is the only one of its kind 
containing all of Madison's religious writings, as well as 
new contributions by leading scholars. Madison's 
writings assume even more importance to thoughtful 
Americans as the Supreme Court continues to decide 
issues of school prayer, and as the Moral Majority tries 
to desecularize American public and private life. 
Imagine an America without the Bill of Rights, without 
the Constitution. This image of our nation, existing 
without these two foundations of freedom, justice, and 
inquiry, assaults the imagination, for these two 
documents are the fuel that runs the republic. What is 
even more remarkable is that their primary author was 
one man - James Madison.

The Most 
Dangerous Man 
in America? 

Robert 
Boston

Televangelist Pat Robertson has built one of the most 
powerful religious-political movements in American 
history. His Christian Coalition - with its '700 Club' 
broadcasting fundamentalism tinged with right-wing 
politics to an audience of millions, its American Center 
for Law and Justice legal action group attempting to 
impose far-right Christian ideas via the courts, and the 
growing number of graduates from its Regents 
University - wields a mighty sword within the 
Republican party in at least 25 states while GOP 
national leaders and presidential hopefuls court its 
favour. Despite his power, many Americans are not 
aware of Robertson's extreme political views or his 
goals for the United States. This book examines the 
role Robertson plays in contemporary politics and his 
efforts to influence American society through his 
various political organisations, businesses, and 
broadcast empire.

Why the 
Religious Right is 
Wrong about 
Separation of 
Church and State

Robert 
Boston

Award-winning journalist Robert Boston lambastes the 
zealots of the Religious Right for spreading 
misinformation about the constitutional principle of the 
separation of church and state. Boston reveals how a 
band of ultraconservative religious groups with a 
political agenda - led primarily by televangelist Pat 
Robertson - is conducting a systematic war aginst the 
separation of church and state. The tactics of these 
groups are designed to exploit unfounded fears and 
turn the American people against the separationist 
principle. To expose the Religious Right's blatant 
distortions of U.S. history and correct its skewed 
analysis of legal rulings, Boston objectively reviews the 
evolution of church/state relations in the United States 
and looks at how the separation principle has been 
applied by the courts. He also examines efforts by 
sectarian groups to win government support for their 
schools, the school prayer issue, the history of the free 
exercise of religion, and the controversial role of 
religion in the public square.

Queering 
Christianity: 
Finding a Place 
at the Table for 
LGBTQI 
Christians

Robert 
E. 
Shore-
Goss et. 
Al.

Through essays by noted lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer or questioning, and intersex 
(LGBTQI) religion scholars, this important compilation 
summarizes the history and current status of LGBTQI 
theology, exploring its relationship to the policies, 
practices, and theology of traditional Christianity. 
Contributors contrast the "radically inclusive" thinking 
of LGBTQI theology with the "exclusivity" practiced by 
many Christian churches, explaining the reasoning of 
each and clarifying contentious issues. At the same 
time, the book highlights ways in which "queer" 
theology and practice benefit Christian congregations. 
Writing from the perspective of grassroots Christian 
LGBTQI movements, many of the contributors draw 
upon their own experiences. Equally important, the 
work creates the basis for dialogue between traditional 
churches and followers of LGBTQI theology, offering 
practical suggestions for Christian congregations that 
wish to put aside exclusionary policies and practices.

Toward 
Benevolent 
Neutrality: 
Church, State, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Robert 
Miller. 
and 
Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

Presents the text of virtually every significant Supreme 
Court decision concerning religious freedom and 
separation of church and state. Also included are 
essays interpreting the historical background and legal 
issues involved in each case, beginning with the 
principal events leading to the adoption of the First 
Amendment.

Without a Prayer: 
Religious 
Expression in 
Public Schools

Robert 
S. Alley

This is the first thorough examination of school prayer 
to bring together the experiences of parents and 
children involved in contesting public school 
sanctioned prayer and Bible reading. Alley explores the 
way in which terms like "nonpreferentialism," 
"toleration" and "accommodation" are being used to 
hide violations of the First Amendment. Personal 
interviews were conducted with those involved in 
seven prominent cases. Each story challenges 
communities that impose the mores and cultural 
patterns of religion on their public schools. The result, 
in most instances, has been angry protests as well as 
threats against parents and children, and/or property 
damage.

Red State 
Religion: Faith 
and Politics in 
America's 
Heartland

Robert 
Wuthno
w

In Red State Religion, Robert Wuthnow tells the story 
of religiously motivated political activism in Kansas 
from territorial days to the present. He examines how 
faith mixed with politics as both ordinary Kansans and 
leaders such as John Brown, Carrie Nation, William 
Allen White, and Dwight Eisenhower struggled over the 
pivotal issues of their times, from slavery and 
Prohibition to populism and anti-communism. Beyond 
providing surprising new explanations of why Kansas 
became a conservative stronghold, the book sheds 
new light on the role of religion in red states across the 
Midwest and the United States. Contrary to recent 
influential accounts, Wuthnow argues that Kansas 
conservatism is largely pragmatic, not ideological, and 
that religion in the state has less to do with politics and 
contentious moral activism than with relationships 
between neighbors, friends, and fellow churchgoers. 

The Necessity of 
Secularism

Ronald 
A. 
Lindsey

For the first time in human history, a significant 
percentage of the world’s population no longer 
believes in God. This is especially true in developed 
nations, where in some societies nonbelievers now 
outnumber believers. Unless religion collapses 
completely, or undergoes a remarkable resurgence, 
countries across the globe must learn to carefully and 
effectively manage this societal mix of religious and 
irreligious. For in a world already deeply riven by 
sectarian conflict, this unprecedented demographic 
shift presents yet another challenge to humanity. 
Writing in an engaging, accessible style, philosopher 
and lawyer Ronald A. Lindsay develops a tightly 
crafted argument for secularism—specifically, that in a 
religiously pluralistic society, a robust, thoroughgoing 
secularism is the only reliable means of preserving 
meaningful democracy and rights of conscience.

To Defend the 
Constitution: 
Religion, 
Conscientious 
Objection, 
Naturalization, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

The story of people who were denied citizenship 
because they were conscientious objectors to war and 
how they fought their battles in the Supreme Court.

That Godless 
Court? Supreme 
Court Decisions 
on Church-State 
Relationships

Ronald 
Flowers

The "religious clause" of the First Amendment, 
seemingly simple and clear, has been and continues to 
be controversial in its application. In this book, Flowers 
explains the Court's thinking, clarifying for readers the 
decisions that have been built on or that have altered 
previous positions.

The Majesty of 
the Law: 
Reflections of a 
Supreme Court 
Justice

Sandra 
Day 
O'Conn
or

Not about church and state, but a readable introduction 
to the Supreme Court, its procedures and some of the 
issues it faces. 

God's Profits: 
Faith, Fraud and 
the Republican 
Crusade for 
Values Voters

Sarah 
Posner

Keenly observed and meticulously reported, "God's 
Profits" examines the unholy alliance between a new 
breed of corrupt televangelists and the Republican 
Party, which is eagerly courting "values voters" in the 
nation's largest megachurches. Author Sarah Posner 
exposes the activities of Kenneth Copeland, John 
Hagee, Rod Parsley, T.D. Jakes, and other politically 
connected, skillfully marketed, and increasingly 
influential religious leaders. Preaching the "prosperity 
gospel"???the notion that faith and tithing alone can 
ensure financial security???both in their churches and 
over the airwaves, these charismatic leaders scam the 
gullible even as they enjoy unprecedented access to 
top Bush Administration officials. 

Sexual 
Orientation and 
Human Rights in 
American 
Religious 
Discourse

Saul M. 
Olyan & 
Martha 
C. 
Nussba
um

Sexual orientation is a topic of intense debate within 
America's religious traditions. These discussions have 
had a significant impact on the formation of public 
policy, as speakers who locate themselves squarely 
within religious traditions have articulated positions on 
both sides in recent arguments concerning gays in the 
military, civil rights protections for gays and lesbians, 
gay marriage, parenting and foster parenting, and 
benefits for partners of gay and lesbian employees of 
major corporations and institutions. This volume, which 
stems from a 1995 conference at Brown University, 
aims to promote both academic and public 
understanding of the different positions that exist on 
sexual orientation and its public policy dimensions 
within four major American religious traditions. Writers 
from within the Jewish community, the Roman Catholic 
church, Mainline Protestant churches, and African-
American churches explore the history and tradition of 
their communities on same-sex orientation, discuss the 
moral stance they advocate, and consider the legal 
and public policy implications of that stance. For each 
of these traditions, two opposing views are 
represented, and a respondent frames the issue in a 
larger context. The book concludes with essays by 
Michael McConnell and Andrew Koppelman exploring 
how our society might find a modus vivendi in a state 
position of neutrality on the moral status of 
homosexuality.

Attack of the 
Theocrats! How 
the Religious 
Right Harms Us 
All- And What We 
Can Do About It

Sean 
Fairclot
h

At no time in American history has the United States 
had such a high percentage of theocratic members of 
Congress--those who expressly endorse religious bias 
in law. Just as ominously, at no other time have 
religious fundamentalists effectively had veto power 
over one of the country's two major political parties. As 
Sean Faircloth argues, this has led to the crumbling of 
the country's most cherished founding principle--the 
wall separating church and state--and presages even 
more crumbling.

Ellery's Protest: 
How One Young 
Man Defied 
Tradition and 
Sparked the 
Battle Over 
School Prayer

Stephen 
D. 
Solomo
n

Tells the fascinating personal and legal drama of the 
Schempp case: the family’s struggle against the ugly 
reactions of neighbors, and the impassioned courtroom 
clashes as brilliant lawyers on both sides argued about 
the meaning of religious freedom. But Schempp was 
not the only case challenging religious exercises in the 
schools at the time, and Ellery’s Protest describes the 
race to the Supreme Court among the attorneys for 
four such cases. Solomon also explores the political, 
cultural, and religious roots of the controversy. 

The Bible, The 
School and the 
Constitution: The 
Clash that 
Shaped Modern 
Church-State 
Doctrine

Steven 
K. 
Green

Draws attention to an often overlooked nineteenth 
century that remains relevant to today's church-state 
debate
Offers historical as well as legal perspectives on a 
crucial episode in American history
Extensively documented from primary sources

Freethinkers: A 
History of 
American 
Secularism

Susan 
Jacoby

At a time when the separation of church and state is 
under attack as never before, Freethinkers offers a 
powerful defense of the secularist heritage that gave 
Americans the first government in the world founded 
not on the authority of religion but on the bedrock of 
human reason. In impassioned, elegant prose, 
celebrated author Susan Jacoby traces more than two 
hundred years of secularist activism, beginning with 
the fierce debate over the omission of God from the 
Constitution. Moving from nineteenth-century 
abolitionism and suffragism through the twentieth 
century's civil liberties, civil rights, and feminist 
movements, Freethinkersilluminates the neglected 
achievements of secularists who, allied with tolerant 
believers, have led the battle for reform in the past and 
today.

The Age of 
American 
Unreason

Susan 
Jacoby

A cultural history of the last forty years, The Age of 
American Unreason focuses on the convergence of 
social forces-usually treated as separate entities-that 
has created a perfect storm of anti-rationalism. These 
include the upsurge of religious fundamentalism, with 
more political power today than ever before; the failure 
of public education to create an informed citizenry; and 
the triumph of video over print culture. Sparing neither 
the right nor the left, Jacoby asserts that Americans 
today have embraced a universe of “junk thought” that 
makes almost no effort to separate fact from opinion.

The First 
Freedoms: 
Church and State 
in America to the 
Passage of the 
First Amendment

Thomas 
Curry

Is government forbidden to assist all religions equally, 
as the Supreme Court has held? Or does the First 
Amendment merely ban exclusive aid to one religion, 
as critics of the Court assert? The First Freedoms 
studies the church-state context of colonial and 
revolutionary America to present a bold new reading of 
the historical meaning of the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment. Synthesizing and interpreting a 
wealth of evidence from the founding of Virginia to the 
passage of the Bill of Rights, including everything 
published in America before 1791, Thomas Curry 
traces America's developing ideas on religious liberty 
and offers the most extensive investigation ever of the 
historical origins and background of the First 
Amendment's religion clauses.

The Age of 
Reason

Thomas 
Paine

Of all the tyrannies that affect mankind, tyranny in 
religion is the worst," declared Thomas Paine, adding, 
"every other species of tyranny is limited to the world 
we live in; but this attempts to stride beyond the grave, 
and seeks to pursue us into eternity." Paine's years of 
study and reflection on the role of religion in society 
culminated with his final work, The Age of Reason. 
This coolly reasoned polemic influenced religious 
thinking throughout the world at the dawn of the 
nineteenth century, and its resonance remains 
undiminished by time.
The selfsame humanist and egalitarian views that 
made Paine a popular figure of the American 
Revolution brought him into frequent conflict with 
political authorities. Parts of The Age of Reason were 
written in a French jail, where Paine was confined for 
his opposition to the execution of Louis XVI. An atack 
on revealed religion from the deist point of view — 
embodied by Paine's credo, "I believe in one God, and 
no more" — this work undertakes a hitherto unheard-of 
approach to Bible study. Its critical and objective 
examination of Old and New Testatments cites 
nemerous contradictions as evidence against literal 
interpretations of the text. Well articulated and 
eminently readable, The Age of Reason is a classic of 
free thought.

Founding Faith: 
Providence, 
Politics, and the 
Birth of Religious 
Freedom in 
America

Waldma
n, 
Steven

Waldman lays out the debate between the 
accommodationists and separationists and then details 
the activities and beliefs of the Founding Fathers to 
see who of the contemporary disputants is right. He 
comes down in favor of the separationists, but he is fair 
to each side and helps the student understand the 
nature of the debate and where it comes from. 

The First Liberty, 
Religion and the 
American 
Republic

William 
Lee 
Miller

Though many claim the United States to be a 
"Christian Nation," Miller provides a fascinatingly vivid 
account of the philosophical skirmishes and political 
machinations that led to the "wall of separation" 
between church and state. That famous phrase is 
Jefferson's, though it does not appear in the 
Declaration of Independence nor in the Constitution. 
But Miller follows this seminal idea from three great 
standard-bearers of religious liberty: Jefferson, 
Madison, and Roger Williams. Jefferson, who wrote 
the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, the 
precursor of the First Amendment of the Constitution; 
James Madison, who was politically responsible for 
Virginia's acceptance of religious liberty and who, a 
few years later, helped draft the Bill of Rights; and the 
even earlier figure, the radical dissenter Roger 
Williams, who propounded the idea of religious 
freedom not as a rational secularist but out of a deeply 
held spiritual faith. 

Church and State 
in American 
History, 3rd 
Edition

Wilson, 
John F. 
and 
Donald 
L. 
Drakem
an

Presents chronologically-organized chapters that 
include selections from documents like colonial 
charters, opinions of the Supreme Court and salient 
legislation, along with contemporary commentary, and 
incisive interpretations of the issues by modern 
scholars. Figures as divergent as John Winthrop, John 
F. Kennedy, and Sandra Day O’Connor speak from 
these pages as directly as Paul Blanshard, Leon 
Higginbotham, John Courtney Murray, and Robert 
Bellah. Church and State in American History 
addresses the difficult relationships among the political 
and religious structures of our society and the 
emergence of an American solution to the church-state 
problem.



Title Author Description
Visions of 
Reality- What 
Fundamentalist 
Schools Teach

Albert J. 
Menend
ez

Although a majority of Americans have repeatedly 
shown in referendum elections and opinion polls that 
they oppose tax support for nonpublic schools, 
fundamentalist leaders and their political lobbies are 
putting increasing pressure on Congress and state 
legislatures to compel taxpayers to support sectarian 
private schools through "vouchers" or "tuition tax 
credits," under the deceptive banner of "school 
choice." Albert J. Menendez has carefully examined 
the most widely used history, English, and science 
textbooks in fundamentalist private schools. He 
documents the fact that these schools promote 
prejudice against people of other faiths, distort history, 
derogate our literary heritage, cast science in a bad 
light, and otherwise indoctrinate children with "visions 
of reality" that are incompatible with public tax support.

Religion and the 
Public Schools

Anne 
Marie 
Lofaso

Religion in the Public Schools: A Road Map for 
Avoiding Lawsuits and Respecting Parents’ Legal 
Rights is designed to help. This handy 129-page book, 
written by Associate Professor of Law Anne Marie 
Lofaso of West Virginia University, examines what the 
courts have said about many religion-in-school 
controversies and provides clear, concise answers to 
common questions. Fully referenced and 
footnoted, Religion in the Public Schools is the perfect 
guide for anyone seeking to better navigate the 
intersection between religion and public education.

Why We Still 
Need Public 
Schools

Art Must 
Jr.

Two cornerstones of American democracy - separation 
of church and state, and public schools - are under 
increasing attack. As this collection of essays, written 
by some of America's leading educators, political 
figures, and advocates of religious liberty shows, 
universal public education and the separation of 
church and state are related. The eminent contributors 
to this book argue that we need to defend both 
institutions against increasing onslaughts by the 
Religious Right and other self-proclaimed arbiters of 
societal behavior, who seek to dictate public policy and 
who are labeling the public schools themselves as 
"immoral" institutions. At issue here is not whether 
public schools need to be improved. It is assumed that 
improvement is necessary.

Piety & Politics: 
The Right Wing 
Assault on 
Religious 
Freedom

Barry 
Lynn

In the wake of the 2004 presidential election, the 
Religious Right insisted that George Bush had been 
handed a mandate for an ideology-based social 
agenda, including the passage of a “marriage 
amendment” to ban same-sex unions, diversion of tax 
money to religious groups through “faith-based 
initiatives,” the teaching of creationism in public 
schools, and restrictions on abortion. Led by an 
aggressive band of television preachers and extremist 
radio personalities, the Religious Right set its sights on 
demolishing the wall of separation between church and 
state. The Reverend Barry Lynn is a devout Christian, 
but he argues that politicians need to stop looking to 
the Bible to justify their actions and should consult 
another source instead: the U.S. Constitution. 

First Freedom 
First: A Citizen's 
Guide to 
Protecting 
Religious Liberty 
and Separation of 
Church and State

Barry 
Lynn & 
C. 
Welton 
Gaddy

The United States is the most religiously diverse nation 
in the world, due in large part to the clauses of the First 
Amendment that guarantee freedom for and from 
religion. But as we debate displaying Christmas trees 
at city hall and the Ten Commandments in the 
courthouse, we must ask: in what other ways is our 
religious liberty being compromised. In First Freedom 
First, with clear language and recognizable examples, 
two of the most trusted voices on church-state 
separation address head-on the many areas where 
religion and politics overlap, with consequences for all 
Americans.

The Right to 
Religious Liberty: 
The Basic ACLU 
Guide to 
Religious Rights

Barry 
Lynn, 
Marc D. 
Stern, 
and 
Oliver 
S. 
Thomas

This revised and updated edition of The Right to 
Religious Liberty sets forth an individual’s religious 
rights under present law, offering suggestions as to 
how they can be preserved and protected. (A bit 
dated-1995- but otherwise a good resource)

  Journal of 
Church and State

Baylor 
Universi
ty

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Pray the Gay 
Away: The 
Extraordinary 
Lives of Bible 
Belt Gays

Bernade
tte 
Barton

While some areas of the Unites States have made 
tremendous progress in securing rights for gay people, 
Bible Belt states lag behind. In Pray the Gay Away, 
Bernadette Barton argues that conventions of small 
town life, rules which govern Southern manners, and 
the power wielded by Christian institutions serve as a 
foundation for both passive and active homophobia in 
the Bible Belt. She explores how conservative 
Christian ideology reproduces homophobic attitudes 
and shares how Bible Belt gays negotiate these 
attitudes in their daily lives. Drawing on the remarkable 
stories of Bible Belt gays, Barton brings to the fore 
their thoughts, experiences and hard-won insights to 
explore the front lines of our national culture war over 
marriage, family, hate crimes, and equal rights. 

To Serve God 
and Wal-Mart: 
The Making of 
Christian Free 
Enterprise

Bethany 
Ellen 
Moreton

In the decades after World War II, evangelical 
Christianity nourished America’s devotion to free 
markets, free trade, and free enterprise. The history of 
Wal-Mart uncovers a complex network that united Sun 
Belt entrepreneurs, evangelical employees, Christian 
business students, overseas missionaries, and free-
market activists. Through the stories of people linked 
by the world’s largest corporation, Bethany Moreton 
shows how a Christian service ethos powered 
capitalism at home and abroad.

Moral Minority: 
Our Skeptical 
Founding Fathers

Brooke 
Allen

In her lively refutation of modern claims about 
America's religious origins, Brooke Allen looks back at 
the late eighteenth century and shows decisively that 
the United States was founded not on Christian 
principles at all but on Enlightenment ideas. Moral 
Minority presents a powerful case that the unique legal 
framework the Founding Fathers created was 
designed according to the humanist ideals of 
Enlightenment thinkers: God entered the picture only 
as a very minor player, and Jesus Christ was 
conspicuous by his absence. The guiding spirit of the 
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. 
Constitution, Ms. Allen explains, was not Jesus Christ 
but John Locke. In direct and accessible prose, she 
provides fascinating chapters on the religious lives of 
the six men she considers the key Founding Fathers: 
Franklin, Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, and Hamilton. Far from being the 
conventional pious Christians we too often imagine, 
these men were skeptical intellectuals, in some cases 
not even Christians at all.

The Battle over 
School Prayer: 
How Engel v. 
Vitale Changed 
America

Bruce J. 
Dierenfi
eld

Bruce Dierenfield has written a concise and readable 
guide to the first and still most important case that 
addressed the constitutionality of prayer in public 
schools. The 22-word recitation in a Long Island school 
that was challenged in Engel v. Vitale was hardly 
denominational not even overtly Christian but a handful 
of parents saw it as a violation of the First 
Amendment's proscription again the establishment of 
religion. The case forced the Supreme Court to take a 
stand on Jefferson's "wall of separation" between 
church and state. When it did so, the Court declared 
that by endorsing the prayer recitation no matter how 
brief, non-denominational, or voluntary the Long Island 
school board had unconstitutionally approved the 
establishment of religion in school. Writing with 
impeccable fairness and sensitivity, Dierenfield sets his 
account of the Engel decision in the larger historical 
and political context, citing battles over a wide range of 
religious activities in public schools throughout 
American history. Through interviews with many of the 
participants, he also reveals the large price paid by the 
plaintiffs and their children, who were frequently 
harassed both during and after the trial. 

Religious 
Fundamentalisms 
and the Human 
Rights of Women

C. 
Howlan
d

Dialogue on the conflict between religious 
fundamentalism and women's rights is often stymied 
by an 'all or nothing' approach: fundamentalists claim 
of absolute religious freedom, while some feminists 
dismiss religion entirely as being so imbued with 
patriarchy as to be eternally opposed to women's 
rights. This ignores, though, the experiences of 
religious women who suffer under fundamentalism and 
fight to resist it, perceiving themselves to be at once 
religious and feminist. In Religious Fundamentalisms 
and the Human Rights of Women , Howland provides a 
forum for these different scholars, both religious and 
nonreligious, to meet and seek common ground in their 
fight against fundamentalism. Through an examination 
of international human rights, national law, grass roots 
activism, and theology, this volume explores the acute 
problems that contemporary fundamentalist 
movements pose for women's equality and liberty 
rights.

Liars for Jesus: 
The Religious 
Right's Alternate 
Version of 
American History

Chris 
Rodda

Liars for Jesus debunks many of the historical lies 
invented and used by the Christian nationalist history 
revisionists in their efforts to further their far right 
political agenda and destroy the wall of separation 
between church and state in America. Liars for Jesus 
is not a book about religion. It is a history book, 
presenting and fully documenting the true stories and 
historical facts that are distorted in the "Christian 
nation" pseudo-history promoted by the religious right.

Wrapped in the 
Flag

Claire 
Conner

Claire Conner’s award-winning memoir, Wrapped in 
the Flag (Beacon Press 2013, 2014) weaves her  
intimate personal stories with the history of the 1960s, 
70s, and 80s. She chronicles her parents’ obsession 
with radical right-wing politics embodied in the John 
Birch Society, the most powerful  anti-Communist, anti-
government, populist movement of the 20th century

Nonbeliever 
Nation: The Rise 
of Secular 
Americans

David 
Niose

Today, one in five Americans are nonbelievers―a 
rapidly growing group at a time when traditional 
Christian churches are dwindling in numbers. Still we 
see almost none of them openly serving in elected 
office, while many others continue to loudly proclaim 
the falsehood of America as a Christian nation. David 
Niose calls for nonreligious Americans from all 
backgrounds to step out of the shadows and signal 
their opposition to the long-dominant Religious Right. 
Exploring all the hot-button issues that divide the 
country―from gay marriage to education policy to 
contentious church-state battles―he shows how 
Secular Americans―a group comprised not just of 
atheists and agnostics, but lapsed Catholics, secular 
Jews, and millions of others who have walked away 
from organized religion―are mobilizing and forming 
groups all over the country (even atheist clubs in Bible-
belt high schools) to challenge the exaltation of religion 
in American politics and public life. 

Original Intent: 
Chief Justice 
Rehnquist and 
the Course of 
American 
Church/State 
Relations

Derek 
Davis

Contemporary debate in the area of church/state 
relations centers around the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment: "Congress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of religion [the 
Establishment Clause] or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof [the Free Exercise Clause]." Original Intent is a 
readable and objective summary of the views of Chief 
Justice Rehnquist and an enlightening treatise on the 
future of church/state relations in America.

Roger Williams: 
Prophet of Liberty

Edwin 
C. 
Gaustad

Roger Williams chronicles the life of one of the most 
remarkable forefathers in American history. A true 
revolutionary, this devout Puritan championed Native 
American rights; wrote treatises on equal rights, flag 
desecration, and the separation of church and state; 
established the first American settlement based on 
total religious toleration--and he lived more than a 
century before independence, when America was still a 
vast wilderness! Williams went on to adopt adult 
baptism and founded the first Baptist church in 
America. He became president of Rhode Island colony 
in 1654, served as captain in the defense of 
Providence during King Philip's War, and continued to 
write and preach passionately for religious tolerance 
and Native American rights until his death in 1683.

Proclaim Liberty 
Throughout the 
Land: A History of 
Church and State 
in America

Edwin 
Gaustad

In this volume, one of the most distinguished scholars 
of American religious history traces the complicated 
relationship of church and state from the early colonial 
period, through the unique American experiment in 
religious liberty after the Revolution, to the ongoing 
debate over religious issues in our schools and 
communities. Edwin Gaustad relates entertaining and 
edifying accounts of headline-grabbing court trials 
involving polygamy, witchcraft, and church taxation. He 
quotes moving passages from the speeches and 
writings of American Presidents and Supreme Court 
justices to prove that, to paraphrase Michelangelo, 
"religious liberty is made up of a series of trifles, but 
religious liberty is no trifle."

Faith of the 
Founders: 
Religion and the 
New Nation, 
1776-1826

Edwin 
S. 
Gaustad

Edwin Gaustad provides a careful consideration of the 
developing relationship between religion and the state 
after the American Revolution. With concise focus on 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, 
George Washington, and John Adams, Gaustad 
identifies seven varying―sometimes 
contrary―perspectives on religion that guided the 
nation's founders. Faith of the Founders shows how 
these figures possessed an intuitive understanding of 
religion that helped nourish a young country. This brief 
but insightful book offers a look into the founding 
fathers' genius―and points to a way forward through 
the ideological boundaries that threaten to upend the 
daily doings of American government today.

With God on 
Their Side: How 
Christian 
Fundamentalists 
Trampled 
Science, Policy 
and Democracy 
in George W. 
Bush's White 
House

Esther 
Kaplan

When asked which single issue most affected their 
vote in the last presidential election, more than one in 
five Americans said “moral values”—and 78 percent of 
these voters chose to reelect President George W. 
Bush. As Esther Kaplan shows in her richly detailed 
investigation, it’s no wonder the Christian right voted 
for Bush in droves—their loyal support in 2000 
produced fantastic results. While organizations that 
offer abortion counseling and services or help to 
prevent HIV see their funds cut, church groups receive 
millions in federal dollars to promote sexual abstinence 
and marriage (provided, of course, it is heterosexual). 
Bush has appointed a Christian right dream team to 
the federal courts, dedicated to tearing down what one 
such judge calls “the so-called separation of church 
and state. Religious zeal even shapes Bush’s foreign 
policy, as Christian belief in the end times spurs the 
administration’s support for hard-line policies in Israel.

Evolution vs. 
Creationism

Eugenie 
C. Scott

More than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the 
debate over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.

The Separation 
of Church and 
State: Writings on 
a Fundamental 
Freedom by 
America's 
Founders

Forrest 
Church

A primer of essential writings about one of the 
cornerstones of our democracy by the original authors 
of the Constitution, edited by preeminant liberal 
theologian Forrest Church. Americans will never stop 
debating the question of church-state separation, and 
such debates invariably lead back to the nation’s 
beginnings and the founders’ intent. The Separation of 
Church and State presents a basic collection of the 
founders’ teachings on this topic. This concise primer 
gets past the rhetoric that surrounds the current 
debate, placing the founders’ vivid writings on religious 
liberty in historical perspective. Edited and with running 
commentary by Forrest Church, this important 
collection informs anyone curious about the original 
blueprint for our country and its government.

Separation of 
Church and 
State: Founding 
Principle of 
Religious Liberty

Frank 
Lambert

Frank Lambert tackles the central claims of the 
Religious Right "historians" who insist that America 
was conceived as a "Christian State," that modern-day 
"liberals" and "secularists" have distorted and/or 
ignored the place of religion in American history, and 
that the phrase "the separation of church and state" 
does not appear in any of the founding documents and 
is, therefore, a myth created by the Left. He discusses 
what separates "bad" history from "good" history, and 
concludes that the self-styled "historians" of the 
Religious Right create a "useful past" that enlists the 
nation's founders on behalf of present-day 
conservative religious and political causes. The result 
of a politicized religious history exposes the Religious 
Right "history" as fabrications and half-truths. In fact, 
one of the foundational principles of the Constitution is 
that of separation as the key to safeguarding freedom: 
separation of powers, separation of federal and state 
governments, and separation of church and state.

Religious 
Expression and 
the American 
Constitution

Frankly
n 
Haiman

In the current environment and fervor for “homeland 
security,” personal freedoms in exchange for security 
are coming under more scrutiny. Among these 
guaranteed freedoms are the protection of religious 
expression given by the U.S. Constitution and the 
constitutional prohibitions against behaviors that 
violate the separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.

Eternal Hostility: 
The Struggle 
Between 
Theocracy and 
Democracy

Frederic
k 
Clarkso
n

What is behind the violence against abortion clinics, 
attacks on gays and lesbians and the growing power of 
the religious right? Frederick Clarkson makes it clear 
that beyond the bombers and assassins who 
sometimes make news, is a growing, if not well 
understood, movement that encompasses Pat 
Robertson's Christian Coalition, the Unification Church 
of Sun Myung Moon and the Promise Keepers--the 
lead agency of the so-called Christian men's 
movement. Clarkson exposes the wild card of the 
"theology of vigilantism" which urges the enforcement 
of "God's law" and argues for fundamentalist revolution 
against constitutional democracy. 

Setting the 
Record Straight: 
Response to 
Misconceptions 
About Public 
Education in the 
US

Gerald 
Bracey

Gerald Bracey knows there are three kinds of lies in 
education policy: lies, damned lies, and the statistics 
that reactionary reformers tout as evidence in favor of 
dismantling our public schools. In this second and 
substantially updated edition of the hard-hitting Setting 
the Record Straight, Bracey goes toe-to-toe with the 
opponents of quality public education. You'll learn how 
to discredit them in your own discussions by using the 
very logic and statistical analyses they purport to have 
on their side. In this series of smart, forceful analyses, 
Bracey homes in on specific topics like vouchers, 
school funding, and comparisons to international test 
scores, themes around which agitators have created a 
host of mythological American school failures from the 
flimsiest of evidence. Each essay begins with a 
question you might commonly hear in conversation 
about these alleged shortcomings, to which Bracey 
provides a brief, sound- byte-ready rebuttal. Then he 
follows it up with a full-length explanation, replete with 
statistical data and talking points that fully support his 
assertions-and silence those who would undermine 
education with disinformation.

Not in Our 
Classrooms

Glenn 
Branch 
& 
Eugenie 
C. Scott

Where did the concept of intelligent design originate? 
How does it connect with, and conflict with, various 
religious beliefs? Should we teach the controversy 
itself in our science classrooms? In clear and lively 
essays, a team of experts answers these questions 
and many more, describing the history of the intelligent 
design movement and the lack of scientific support for 
its claims. Most importantly, the contributors—
authorities on the scientific, legal, educational, and 
theological problems of intelligent design-speak 
specifically to teachers and parents about the need to 
defend the integrity of science education by keeping 
intelligent design out of science curriculums. 

Lowering the 
Wall: Religion 
and the Supreme 
Court in the 
1980s

Gregg 
Ivers

Convinced that church-state law under the Supreme 
Court during the 1980s took "a giant-and unwelcome 
step--backward," Gregg Ivers's book explores the 
changing relationship between religion and the state. 
Those looking for a neutral account of this relationship 
should look elsewhere. This book, commissioned by 
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, is a liberal's 
response to use of the courts by "[r]eligious 
conservatives, encouraged by the election of Ronald 
Reagan," to create a "broad wave of conservative 
religious populism" in pursuit of school prayer, financial 
assistance for parochial institutions and equal access 
to public school facilities for student religious clubs.

The Oxford 
Companion to the 
Supreme Court of 
the United States

Hall, 
Kermit L

Not about church and state, but a great resource book 
on the Court.

The Journal of 
Law and Religion

Hamline 
Universi
ty Law 
School

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Religion on Trial: 
How Supreme 
Court Trends 
Threaten 
Freedom of 
Conscience in 
America

Hammo
nd, 
Philip 
E., 
David 
W. 
Machac
ek and 
Eric 
Michael 
Mazur

A powerful indictment of the current Supreme Court, 
arguing the regressive justices are not faithful to the 
Constitution and thereby endanger religious freedom.

The Godless 
Constitution: The 
Case Against 
Religious 
Correctness

Isaac 
Krammi
k & R. 
Lawrenc
e Moore

The Godless Constitution is an urgent and timely 
reexamination of the roots of church-state separation 
in American politics - and a ringing refutation of the 
misguided claims of the religious right. In this important 
polemic two distinguished scholars of American 
political ideas and religion refute this dangerous 
attempt to introduce what they term "religious 
correctness" into our politics, by reminding us that the 
absence of any mention of God in the Constitution was 
a conscious action on the framers' part, intended to 
prevent the bloody religious controversies that so 
marked European history. They also emphasize that 
church-state separation was seen as a guarantee of - 
not a hindrance to - religions liberty. Fully respecting 
the importance of religion in the public sphere, yet 
forthright in defining proper limits, The Godless 
Constitution offers a bracing return to the first 
principles of American democracy - and a guide to 
keeping them intact in the forthcoming presidential 
campaign.

Holy Hullabaloos: 
A Road Trip to 
the Battlegrounds 
of the Church-
State Wars

J. D. 
Wexler

After ten years spent riddling over the intricacies of 
church/state law from the ivory tower, law professor 
Jay Wexler decided it was high time to hit the road to 
learn what really happened in some of the most 
controversial Supreme Court cases involving this hot-
button issue. In Holy Hullabaloos, he takes us along for 
the ride, crossing the country to meet the people and 
visit the places responsible for landmark decisions in 
recent judicial history, from a high school football field 
where fans once recited prayers before kickoff to a 
Santeria church notorious for animal sacrifice, from a 
publicly funded Muslim school to a creationist 
museum. Wexler's no-holds-barred approach to 
investigating famous church/state brouhahas is as 
funny as it is informative.

Far Right 
Fantasy: A 
Sociology of 
American 
Religion and 
Politics

James 
Aho

Far-Right Fantasy is a straight-forward, jargon-free 
study of contemporary American right-wing extremism. 
The book addresses the strengths and weaknesses of 
the standard psycho-social-cultural explanations of far-
right activism. It shows how extremists are similar 
educationally and psychologically to their more 
conventional neighbors; that they get into the 
movement in the same way that others become peace 
activists or radical environmentalists, namely, through 
their ties with fellow workers and church-goers, family 
members, and classmates; and that their views are 
given a patina of certainty by being repeatedly 
corroborated within closed, non-contaminated 
communication systems. 

Religion and the 
State: Essays in 
Honor of Leo 
Pfeffer

James 
E. Wood 
Jr.

These essays examine major themes affecting religion 
and the state in a free society and the interaction of 
religion and world order. While concern is given to the 
historical and judicial context of the Establishment and 
Free Exercise Clauses of the First Amendment, special 
attention is given to contemporary church-state 
problems in American life. In addition, the volume 
analyzes alternatives to church-state relations outside 
the United States and freedom of religion in the 
international advance of human rights.

Supreme 
Conflict: The 
Inside Story of 
the Struggle for 
Control of the 
United States 
Supreme Court

Jan 
Crawfor
d 
Greenb
urg

Drawing on unprecedented access to the Supreme 
Court justices themselves and their inner circles, 
acclaimed ABC News legal correspondent Jan 
Crawford Greenburg offers an explosive newsbreaking 
account of one of the most momentous political 
watersheds in American history. From the series of 
Republican nominations that proved deeply frustrating 
to conservatives to the decades of bruising battles that 
led to the rise of Justices Roberts and Alito, this is the 
authoritative story of the conservative effort to shift the 
direction of the high court—a revelatory look at one of 
the central fronts of America's culture wars by one of 
the most widely respected experts on the subject.

The Nine: Inside 
the Secret World 
of the Supreme 
Court

Jeffrey 
Toobin

In The Nine, acclaimed journalist Jeffrey Toobin takes 
us into the chambers of the most important—and 
secret—legal body in our country, the Supreme Court, 
revealing the complex dynamic among the nine people 
who decide the law of the land. An institution at a 
moment of transition, the Court now stands at a crucial 
point, with major changes in store on such issues as 
abortion, civil rights, and church-state relations. Based 
on exclusive interviews with the justices and with a 
keen sense of the Court’s history and the trajectory of 
its future, Jeffrey Toobin creates in The Nine a riveting 
story of one of the most important forces in American 
life today. (2008)

Roger Williams 
and the Creation 
of the American 
Soul: Church, 
State and the 
Birth of Liberty

John M. 
Barry

For four hundred years, Americans have wrestled with 
and fought over two concepts that define the nature of 
the nation: the proper relation between church and 
state and between a free individual and the state. 
These debates began with the extraordinary thought 
and struggles of Roger Williams, who had an 
unparalleled understanding of the conflict between a 
government that justified itself by "reason of state"-i.e. 
national security-and its perceived "will of God" and the 
"ancient rights and liberties" of individuals. Acclaimed 
historian John M. Barry explores the development of 
these fundamental ideas through the story of the man 
who was the first to link religious freedom to individual 
liberty, and who created in America the first 
government and society on earth informed by those 
beliefs. 

Religious Liberty 
and the Secular 
State

John M. 
Swomle
y

This book exposes the Supreme Court's erosion of the 
Establishment Clause while emphasizing the Free 
Exercise Clause. Swomley also explores civil religion, 
secular humanism, and the current counter-revolution 
against separation of church and state led by some 
religious and political conservatives who would profit 
from government aid. He also lists the benefits 
churches would realize under a secular government.

Religion and the 
American 
Constitutional 
Experiment: 
Essential Rights 
and Liberties

John 
Witte, 
Jr.

The third edition of this classic book provides a 
comprehensive, multidisciplinary overview of the 
history, theory, law, and comparative analysis of 
American religious liberty from the earliest colonial 
period through the most recent Supreme Court cases. 
The authors present balanced, accessible discussions 
of controversial issues, such as funding religious 
schools and charities and displaying religious symbols 
on government property. 

The Last 
Freedom: 
Religion from the 
Public School to 
the Public Square

Joseph 
P.Vitterit
i

The presidency of George W. Bush has polarized the 
church-state debate as never before. The Far Right 
has been emboldened to use religion to govern, while 
the Far Left has redoubled its efforts to evict religion 
from public life entirely. In The Last Freedom, Joseph 
Viteritti argues that there is a basic tension between 
religion and democracy because religion often rejects 
compromise as a matter of principle while democracy 
requires compromise to thrive. Viteritti argues that 
Americans must guard against debasing politics with 
either antireligious bigotry or religious zealotry. 
Drawing on politics, history, and law, he defines a new 
approach to the church-state question that protects the 
religious and the secular alike. Challenging much 
conventional opinion, Viteritti argues that the courts 
have failed to adequately protect religious minorities, 
that the rights of the religious are under greater threat 
than those of the secular, and that democracy exacts 
greater compromises and sacrifices from the religious 
than it does from the secular.

The Good News 
Club: The 
Christian Right's 
Stealth Assault 
on America's 
Children

Katherin
e 
Stewart

In 2009, the Good News Club came to the public 
elementary school where journalist Katherine Stewart 
sent her children. The Club, which is sponsored by the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, bills itself as an after-
school program of “Bible study.” But Stewart soon 
discovered that the Club’s real mission is to convert 
children to fundamentalist Christianity and encourage 
them to proselytize to their “unchurched” peers, all the 
while promoting the natural but false impression 
among the children that its activities are endorsed by 
the school. Astonished to discover that the U.S. 
Supreme Court has deemed this—and other forms of 
religious activity in public schools—legal, Stewart set 
off on an investigative journey to dozens of cities and 
towns across the nation to document the impact. In this 
book she demonstrates that there is more religion in 
America’s public schools today than there has been for 
the past 100 years. The movement driving this agenda 
is stealthy. It is aggressive. It has our children in its 
sights. And its ultimate aim is to destroy the system of 
public education as we know it.

American 
Theocracy: The 
Peril and Politics 
of Radical 
Religion, Oil, and 
Borrowed Money 
in the 21st 
Century

Kevin 
Phillips

Phillips takes an uncompromising view of the current 
age of global overreach, fundamentalist religion, 
diminishing resources, and ballooning debt under the 
GOP majority. With an eye to the past and a searing 
vision of the future, Phillips confirms what too many 
Americans are still unwilling to admit about the depth 
of our misgovernment.

The 
Fundamentals of 
Extremism: The 
Christian Right in 
America

Kimberl
y Blaker

The politics, educational policies, and social values 
perpetuated by Christian fundamentalists are exposed 
in this critical perspective on the religious right's role in 
American society. Statistics and studies of the 
movement are offered that provide insight into the 
causes and characteristics of fundamentalism and its 
effects on minority groups including women, children, 
African Americans, gays, and lesbians. Essays from a 
variety of authors consider the path to theocracy, the 
effect of the theology of inerrancy on politics, and the 
state of fundamentalism in the United States after the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Creationism on 
Trial: Evolution 
and God at Little 
Rock

Langdo
n Gilkey

Creationism on Trial is Gilkey's blow-by-blow account 
of his experiences as a witness for the ACLU at the 
1981 creationist trial in Little Rock, AR.

The Devil in 
Dover: An 
Insider's Story of 
Dogma v. Darwin 
in Small Town 
America

Lauri 
Lebo

Local newspaper reporter Lauri Lebo was handed the 
story of a lifetime when the Dover (Pennsylvania) 
School Board adopted a measure to require its ninth-
grade biology students to learn about intelligent 
design. In a case that recalled the famed 1925 Scopes 
“monkey” trial and made international headlines, 
eleven parents sued the school board. When the case 
wound up in federal court before a George W. Bush–
appointed judge, Lebo had a front-row seat. Lebo 
skillfully probes the compelling background of the 
case, introducing us to the plaintiffs, the defendants, 
the lawyers, and a parade of witnesses, along with 
Judge John E. Jones, who would eventually condemn 
the school board’s decision as one of “breathtaking 
inanity.” With the antievolution battle having moved to 
the state level—and the recent passage of state 
legislation that protects the right of schools to teach 
alternatives to evolution—the story will continue to be 
relevant for years to come.

Religion, State 
and the Burger 
Court

Leo 
Pfeffer

In Religion, State and the Burger Court, Leo Pfeffer, 
the leading authority on church/state law, presents a 
trenchant analysis of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court under Chief Justice Warren E. Burger, focusing 
on the Court's interpretation of the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments. These amendments that guarantee the 
separation of church and state and the free exercise of 
religion are fundamental to the unique character of 
democracy as it exists in the United States. However, 
the distinction between affairs of state and the 
concerns of organized religion has become blurred.

The 
Establishment 
Clause, Religion 
and the First 
Amendment

Leonard 
W. Levy

Leonard Levy's classic work examines the 
circumstances that led to the writing of the 
establishment clause of the First Amendment: 
'Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion. . . .' He argues that, contrary 
to popular belief, the framers of the Constitution 
intended to prohibit government aid to religion even on 
an impartial basis. He thus refutes the view of 
'nonpreferentialists,' who interpret the clause as 
allowing such aid provided that the assistance is not 
restricted to a preferred church. For this new edition, 
Levy has added to his original arguments and 
incorporated much new material, including an analysis 
of Jefferson's ideas on the relationship between church 
and state and a discussion of the establishment clause 
cases brought before the Supreme Court since the 
book was originally published in 1986.

God vs The 
Gavel: Religion 
and the Rule of 
Law

Marci 
Hamilto
n

God vs. the Gavel challenges the pervasive 
assumption that all religious conduct deserves 
constitutional protection. While religious conduct 
provides many benefits to society, it is not always 
benign. The thesis of the book is that anyone who 
harms another person should be governed by the laws 
that govern everyone else - and truth be told, religion is 
capable of great harm.

The Search for 
Christian America

Mark 
Noll., 
Nathan 
O. 
Hatch 
and 
George 
M. 
Marsde
n

The Search for Christian America" explores key 
questions raised by the movement asserting the 
Christian heritage of the U.S. and calling for its 
recovery. Through careful historical and contemporary 
analysis, the authors address such issues as: how 
much Christian action is required to make a whole 
society Christian; Puritan New England as case study; 
Christian principles vs. baptised ideology in the 
Revolutionary period; the stumbling block of incorrect 
views of America's history for effective Christian 
involvement in critical public issues; the relationship of 
Christian convictions to political or social agendas; 
learning to think historically as a guard against 
shortsighted or simplistic approaches.

The Myth of 
Christian 
America: What 
You Need to 
Know About the 
Separation of 
Church and State

Mark 
Weldon 
Whitten

Written in an accessible, popular style, Whitten 
provides sound scholarship in defense of the 
exposition of constitutional church-state separation.

Liberty and 
Conscience

Martha 
Nussba
um

The respect for religious difference has formed the 
bedrock of our nation and made equality possible. Yet 
today we are told that “moral values”—code for a 
government shaped by religious concerns—must be 
the keystone of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.

A Wall of 
Separation? 
Debating the 
Public Role of 
Religion

Mary C. 
Segers 
& Ted 
G. Jelen

Should the wall of separation between church and 
state be permeable or inviolable? This question has 
been hotly contested since the nation's founding and 
contentious debates persist today. With a collection of 
the most significant documents and an introduction by 
Clarke E. Cochran that provides the historical context 
of the debate, prominent scholars Mary Segers and 
Ted Jelen debate the impact of organized religion on 
the democratic process, examine its influence on 
political discourse, and discuss its significance for the 
creation of public policy. The authors illuminate the 
constitutional implications of using religion to cultivate 
public morality and discuss the complexities of creating 
a civic-minded citizenry in a pluralistic society.

Religious 
Freedom and the 
Supreme Court

Melissa 
Rogers, 
and 
Steven 
K. 
Green

A completely recast, updated, version of Robert T. 
Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward Benevolent 
Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme Court, 
listed belowA completely recast, updated, version of 
Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward 
Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme 
Court, listed belowA completely recast, updated, 
version of Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, 
Toward Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the 
Supreme Court, listed below

That's Not What 
They Meant! 
Reclaiming 
America's 
Founding Fathers 
from the Right 
Wing

Michael 
Austin

 In That's Not What They Meant! Professor Michael 
Austin examines dozens of books, articles, speeches, 
and radio broadcasts by such figures as Glenn Beck, 
Mark Levin, Sean Hannity, Larry Schweikart, and 
David Barton to expose the deep historical flaws in 
their use of America's founding history. In contrast to 
their misleading method of citing proof texts to serve a 
narrow agenda, Austin allows the Founding Fathers to 
speak for themselves, situating all quotations in the 
proper historical context. What emerges is a true 
historical picture of men who often disagreed with one 
another on such crucial issues as federal power, 
judicial review, and the separation of church and state. 
As Austin shows, the real legacy of the Founding 
Fathers to us is a political process: a system of 
disagreement, debate, and compromise that has kept 
democracy vibrant in America for more than two 
hundred years. Austin's carefully researched and 
rigorously argued book is essential reading for anyone 
seeking the accurate historical background to many of 
the hot-button political debates of today.

The Religious 
Roots of the First 
Amendment: 
Dissenting 
Protestants and 
the Separation of 
Church and State

Nichola
s P. 
Miller

Traditional understandings of the genesis of the 
separation of church and state rest on assumptions 
about "Enlightenment" and the republican ethos of 
citizenship. In The Religious Roots of the First 
Amendment, Nicholas P. Miller does not seek to 
dislodge that interpretation but to augment and enrich 
it by recovering its cultural and discursive religious 
contexts--specifically the discourse of Protestant 
dissent. He argues that commitments by certain 
dissenting Protestants to the right of private judgment 
in matters of Biblical interpretation, an outgrowth of the 
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, helped 
promote religious disestablishment in the early modern 
West. Miller shows that the separation of church and 
state can be read, most persuasively, as the triumph of 
a particular strand of Protestant nonconformity-that 
which stretched back to the Puritan separatist and the 
Restoration sects, rather than to those, like 
Presbyterians, who sought to replace the "wrong" 
church establishment with their own, "right" one. 

The Creator in 
the Courtroom: 
"Scopes II": The 
1981 Arkansas 
Creation-
Evolution Trial

Norman 
Geisler

Written by a creationist, this book is an account of the 
Scopes trial from that perspective, and argues that the 
judge in the case was prejudiced agains creationism 
from the very beginning. 

Storm Center: 
The Supreme 
Court in 
American Politics

O’Brien, 
David M

A terrific introduction to the history and particularly the 
workings of the Supreme Court, although it has very 
little specifically about church and state

God on Trial: 
Dispatches from 
America's 
Religious 
Battlefields

Peter 
Irons

Over the past two decades, federal courts have 
become contentious battlefields in America's growing 
religious wars. Since 1989, five momentous court 
cases have divided communities and the nation. Peter 
Irons, a noted constitutional scholar, lawyer, and author 
of the bestselling May It Please the Court, delivers a 
compelling narrative accompanied by first-person 
accounts from both sides of the fight in these historic 
cases. 

Living the 
Secular Life

Phil 
Zucker
man

Drawing on innovative sociological research, Living the 
Secular Life illuminates this demographic shift with the 
moral convictions that govern secular individuals, 
offering crucial information for the religious and 
nonreligious alike. Living the Secular Life reveals that, 
despite opinions to the contrary, nonreligious 
Americans possess a unique moral code that allows 
them to effectively navigate the complexities of modern 
life. Spiritual self-reliance, clear-eyed pragmatism, and 
an abiding faith in the Golden Rule to adjudicate moral 
decisions: these common principles are shared across 
secular society. Living the Secular Life demonstrates 
these principles in action and points to their usage 
throughout daily life.

Thy Kingdom 
Come: How the 
Religious Right 
Distorts Faith and 
Threatens 
America

Randall 
Balmer

For much of American history, evangelicalism was 
aligned with progressive political causes-the abolition 
of slavery, universal suffrage, and public education. 
But contemporary conservative activists have 
defaulted on this majestic legacy, embracing instead 
an agenda virtually indistinguishable from the 
Republican Party platform. How has evangelical 
Christianity become so entrenched in partisan politics? 
Randall Balmer, an evangelical Christian and a 
historian of American religion, deftly combines 
ethnographic research, theological reflections, and 
historical context to examine the nature of the 
Religious Right today-and offers a rallying cry for 
liberal Christians to reclaim the noble traditions of their 
faith.

First Freedom: 
The Fight for 
Religious Liberty

Randall 
Balmer, 
Lee 
Grogerg 
& Mark 
Mabry

In the sweltering summer of 1789, James Madison 
penned sixteen words in spare prose that became the 
First Amendment to the United States Constitution. 
Herein the founding fathers of a young government 
pledged separation of church and state, thus 
guaranteeing religious freedom for its citizens and 
establishing a free marketplace for religion in the 
United States. Utterly unprecedented in Western 
history, this construction of a government without the 
interlocking authority of religion set a new course for 
faith and politics and has produced a vibrant religious 
culture unmatched anywhere in the world. First 
Freedom details the progression of religious liberty 
from pilgrims and Puritans to the creation of the Bill of 
Rights and how it shaped a new nation. 

Close Encounters 
with the Religious 
Right: Journeys 
into the Twilight 
Zone of Religion 
and Politics

Rob 
Boston

What does Pat Robertson's Christian Coalition really 
want? What secret agenda lies behind radio counselor 
James Dobson's Focus on the Family? Who are the 
Promise Keepers and what are their ultimate goals? 
Why do so many leaders of the religious right engage 
in gay bashing? What would these groups do to our 
public school system, or to our government, if they 
were in power? Close Encounters with the Religious 
Right takes you behind the scenes to answer these 
questions and gives the reader a rare glimpse of a 
world the average American may not even realize 
exists.

James Madison 
on Religious 
Liberty

Robert 
Alley

This long-overdue volume is the only one of its kind 
containing all of Madison's religious writings, as well as 
new contributions by leading scholars. Madison's 
writings assume even more importance to thoughtful 
Americans as the Supreme Court continues to decide 
issues of school prayer, and as the Moral Majority tries 
to desecularize American public and private life. 
Imagine an America without the Bill of Rights, without 
the Constitution. This image of our nation, existing 
without these two foundations of freedom, justice, and 
inquiry, assaults the imagination, for these two 
documents are the fuel that runs the republic. What is 
even more remarkable is that their primary author was 
one man - James Madison.

The Most 
Dangerous Man 
in America? 

Robert 
Boston

Televangelist Pat Robertson has built one of the most 
powerful religious-political movements in American 
history. His Christian Coalition - with its '700 Club' 
broadcasting fundamentalism tinged with right-wing 
politics to an audience of millions, its American Center 
for Law and Justice legal action group attempting to 
impose far-right Christian ideas via the courts, and the 
growing number of graduates from its Regents 
University - wields a mighty sword within the 
Republican party in at least 25 states while GOP 
national leaders and presidential hopefuls court its 
favour. Despite his power, many Americans are not 
aware of Robertson's extreme political views or his 
goals for the United States. This book examines the 
role Robertson plays in contemporary politics and his 
efforts to influence American society through his 
various political organisations, businesses, and 
broadcast empire.

Why the 
Religious Right is 
Wrong about 
Separation of 
Church and State

Robert 
Boston

Award-winning journalist Robert Boston lambastes the 
zealots of the Religious Right for spreading 
misinformation about the constitutional principle of the 
separation of church and state. Boston reveals how a 
band of ultraconservative religious groups with a 
political agenda - led primarily by televangelist Pat 
Robertson - is conducting a systematic war aginst the 
separation of church and state. The tactics of these 
groups are designed to exploit unfounded fears and 
turn the American people against the separationist 
principle. To expose the Religious Right's blatant 
distortions of U.S. history and correct its skewed 
analysis of legal rulings, Boston objectively reviews the 
evolution of church/state relations in the United States 
and looks at how the separation principle has been 
applied by the courts. He also examines efforts by 
sectarian groups to win government support for their 
schools, the school prayer issue, the history of the free 
exercise of religion, and the controversial role of 
religion in the public square.

Queering 
Christianity: 
Finding a Place 
at the Table for 
LGBTQI 
Christians

Robert 
E. 
Shore-
Goss et. 
Al.

Through essays by noted lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer or questioning, and intersex 
(LGBTQI) religion scholars, this important compilation 
summarizes the history and current status of LGBTQI 
theology, exploring its relationship to the policies, 
practices, and theology of traditional Christianity. 
Contributors contrast the "radically inclusive" thinking 
of LGBTQI theology with the "exclusivity" practiced by 
many Christian churches, explaining the reasoning of 
each and clarifying contentious issues. At the same 
time, the book highlights ways in which "queer" 
theology and practice benefit Christian congregations. 
Writing from the perspective of grassroots Christian 
LGBTQI movements, many of the contributors draw 
upon their own experiences. Equally important, the 
work creates the basis for dialogue between traditional 
churches and followers of LGBTQI theology, offering 
practical suggestions for Christian congregations that 
wish to put aside exclusionary policies and practices.

Toward 
Benevolent 
Neutrality: 
Church, State, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Robert 
Miller. 
and 
Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

Presents the text of virtually every significant Supreme 
Court decision concerning religious freedom and 
separation of church and state. Also included are 
essays interpreting the historical background and legal 
issues involved in each case, beginning with the 
principal events leading to the adoption of the First 
Amendment.

Without a Prayer: 
Religious 
Expression in 
Public Schools

Robert 
S. Alley

This is the first thorough examination of school prayer 
to bring together the experiences of parents and 
children involved in contesting public school 
sanctioned prayer and Bible reading. Alley explores the 
way in which terms like "nonpreferentialism," 
"toleration" and "accommodation" are being used to 
hide violations of the First Amendment. Personal 
interviews were conducted with those involved in 
seven prominent cases. Each story challenges 
communities that impose the mores and cultural 
patterns of religion on their public schools. The result, 
in most instances, has been angry protests as well as 
threats against parents and children, and/or property 
damage.

Red State 
Religion: Faith 
and Politics in 
America's 
Heartland

Robert 
Wuthno
w

In Red State Religion, Robert Wuthnow tells the story 
of religiously motivated political activism in Kansas 
from territorial days to the present. He examines how 
faith mixed with politics as both ordinary Kansans and 
leaders such as John Brown, Carrie Nation, William 
Allen White, and Dwight Eisenhower struggled over the 
pivotal issues of their times, from slavery and 
Prohibition to populism and anti-communism. Beyond 
providing surprising new explanations of why Kansas 
became a conservative stronghold, the book sheds 
new light on the role of religion in red states across the 
Midwest and the United States. Contrary to recent 
influential accounts, Wuthnow argues that Kansas 
conservatism is largely pragmatic, not ideological, and 
that religion in the state has less to do with politics and 
contentious moral activism than with relationships 
between neighbors, friends, and fellow churchgoers. 

The Necessity of 
Secularism

Ronald 
A. 
Lindsey

For the first time in human history, a significant 
percentage of the world’s population no longer 
believes in God. This is especially true in developed 
nations, where in some societies nonbelievers now 
outnumber believers. Unless religion collapses 
completely, or undergoes a remarkable resurgence, 
countries across the globe must learn to carefully and 
effectively manage this societal mix of religious and 
irreligious. For in a world already deeply riven by 
sectarian conflict, this unprecedented demographic 
shift presents yet another challenge to humanity. 
Writing in an engaging, accessible style, philosopher 
and lawyer Ronald A. Lindsay develops a tightly 
crafted argument for secularism—specifically, that in a 
religiously pluralistic society, a robust, thoroughgoing 
secularism is the only reliable means of preserving 
meaningful democracy and rights of conscience.

To Defend the 
Constitution: 
Religion, 
Conscientious 
Objection, 
Naturalization, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

The story of people who were denied citizenship 
because they were conscientious objectors to war and 
how they fought their battles in the Supreme Court.

That Godless 
Court? Supreme 
Court Decisions 
on Church-State 
Relationships

Ronald 
Flowers

The "religious clause" of the First Amendment, 
seemingly simple and clear, has been and continues to 
be controversial in its application. In this book, Flowers 
explains the Court's thinking, clarifying for readers the 
decisions that have been built on or that have altered 
previous positions.

The Majesty of 
the Law: 
Reflections of a 
Supreme Court 
Justice

Sandra 
Day 
O'Conn
or

Not about church and state, but a readable introduction 
to the Supreme Court, its procedures and some of the 
issues it faces. 

God's Profits: 
Faith, Fraud and 
the Republican 
Crusade for 
Values Voters

Sarah 
Posner

Keenly observed and meticulously reported, "God's 
Profits" examines the unholy alliance between a new 
breed of corrupt televangelists and the Republican 
Party, which is eagerly courting "values voters" in the 
nation's largest megachurches. Author Sarah Posner 
exposes the activities of Kenneth Copeland, John 
Hagee, Rod Parsley, T.D. Jakes, and other politically 
connected, skillfully marketed, and increasingly 
influential religious leaders. Preaching the "prosperity 
gospel"???the notion that faith and tithing alone can 
ensure financial security???both in their churches and 
over the airwaves, these charismatic leaders scam the 
gullible even as they enjoy unprecedented access to 
top Bush Administration officials. 

Sexual 
Orientation and 
Human Rights in 
American 
Religious 
Discourse

Saul M. 
Olyan & 
Martha 
C. 
Nussba
um

Sexual orientation is a topic of intense debate within 
America's religious traditions. These discussions have 
had a significant impact on the formation of public 
policy, as speakers who locate themselves squarely 
within religious traditions have articulated positions on 
both sides in recent arguments concerning gays in the 
military, civil rights protections for gays and lesbians, 
gay marriage, parenting and foster parenting, and 
benefits for partners of gay and lesbian employees of 
major corporations and institutions. This volume, which 
stems from a 1995 conference at Brown University, 
aims to promote both academic and public 
understanding of the different positions that exist on 
sexual orientation and its public policy dimensions 
within four major American religious traditions. Writers 
from within the Jewish community, the Roman Catholic 
church, Mainline Protestant churches, and African-
American churches explore the history and tradition of 
their communities on same-sex orientation, discuss the 
moral stance they advocate, and consider the legal 
and public policy implications of that stance. For each 
of these traditions, two opposing views are 
represented, and a respondent frames the issue in a 
larger context. The book concludes with essays by 
Michael McConnell and Andrew Koppelman exploring 
how our society might find a modus vivendi in a state 
position of neutrality on the moral status of 
homosexuality.

Attack of the 
Theocrats! How 
the Religious 
Right Harms Us 
All- And What We 
Can Do About It

Sean 
Fairclot
h

At no time in American history has the United States 
had such a high percentage of theocratic members of 
Congress--those who expressly endorse religious bias 
in law. Just as ominously, at no other time have 
religious fundamentalists effectively had veto power 
over one of the country's two major political parties. As 
Sean Faircloth argues, this has led to the crumbling of 
the country's most cherished founding principle--the 
wall separating church and state--and presages even 
more crumbling.

Ellery's Protest: 
How One Young 
Man Defied 
Tradition and 
Sparked the 
Battle Over 
School Prayer

Stephen 
D. 
Solomo
n

Tells the fascinating personal and legal drama of the 
Schempp case: the family’s struggle against the ugly 
reactions of neighbors, and the impassioned courtroom 
clashes as brilliant lawyers on both sides argued about 
the meaning of religious freedom. But Schempp was 
not the only case challenging religious exercises in the 
schools at the time, and Ellery’s Protest describes the 
race to the Supreme Court among the attorneys for 
four such cases. Solomon also explores the political, 
cultural, and religious roots of the controversy. 

The Bible, The 
School and the 
Constitution: The 
Clash that 
Shaped Modern 
Church-State 
Doctrine

Steven 
K. 
Green

Draws attention to an often overlooked nineteenth 
century that remains relevant to today's church-state 
debate
Offers historical as well as legal perspectives on a 
crucial episode in American history
Extensively documented from primary sources

Freethinkers: A 
History of 
American 
Secularism

Susan 
Jacoby

At a time when the separation of church and state is 
under attack as never before, Freethinkers offers a 
powerful defense of the secularist heritage that gave 
Americans the first government in the world founded 
not on the authority of religion but on the bedrock of 
human reason. In impassioned, elegant prose, 
celebrated author Susan Jacoby traces more than two 
hundred years of secularist activism, beginning with 
the fierce debate over the omission of God from the 
Constitution. Moving from nineteenth-century 
abolitionism and suffragism through the twentieth 
century's civil liberties, civil rights, and feminist 
movements, Freethinkersilluminates the neglected 
achievements of secularists who, allied with tolerant 
believers, have led the battle for reform in the past and 
today.

The Age of 
American 
Unreason

Susan 
Jacoby

A cultural history of the last forty years, The Age of 
American Unreason focuses on the convergence of 
social forces-usually treated as separate entities-that 
has created a perfect storm of anti-rationalism. These 
include the upsurge of religious fundamentalism, with 
more political power today than ever before; the failure 
of public education to create an informed citizenry; and 
the triumph of video over print culture. Sparing neither 
the right nor the left, Jacoby asserts that Americans 
today have embraced a universe of “junk thought” that 
makes almost no effort to separate fact from opinion.

The First 
Freedoms: 
Church and State 
in America to the 
Passage of the 
First Amendment

Thomas 
Curry

Is government forbidden to assist all religions equally, 
as the Supreme Court has held? Or does the First 
Amendment merely ban exclusive aid to one religion, 
as critics of the Court assert? The First Freedoms 
studies the church-state context of colonial and 
revolutionary America to present a bold new reading of 
the historical meaning of the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment. Synthesizing and interpreting a 
wealth of evidence from the founding of Virginia to the 
passage of the Bill of Rights, including everything 
published in America before 1791, Thomas Curry 
traces America's developing ideas on religious liberty 
and offers the most extensive investigation ever of the 
historical origins and background of the First 
Amendment's religion clauses.

The Age of 
Reason

Thomas 
Paine

Of all the tyrannies that affect mankind, tyranny in 
religion is the worst," declared Thomas Paine, adding, 
"every other species of tyranny is limited to the world 
we live in; but this attempts to stride beyond the grave, 
and seeks to pursue us into eternity." Paine's years of 
study and reflection on the role of religion in society 
culminated with his final work, The Age of Reason. 
This coolly reasoned polemic influenced religious 
thinking throughout the world at the dawn of the 
nineteenth century, and its resonance remains 
undiminished by time.
The selfsame humanist and egalitarian views that 
made Paine a popular figure of the American 
Revolution brought him into frequent conflict with 
political authorities. Parts of The Age of Reason were 
written in a French jail, where Paine was confined for 
his opposition to the execution of Louis XVI. An atack 
on revealed religion from the deist point of view — 
embodied by Paine's credo, "I believe in one God, and 
no more" — this work undertakes a hitherto unheard-of 
approach to Bible study. Its critical and objective 
examination of Old and New Testatments cites 
nemerous contradictions as evidence against literal 
interpretations of the text. Well articulated and 
eminently readable, The Age of Reason is a classic of 
free thought.

Founding Faith: 
Providence, 
Politics, and the 
Birth of Religious 
Freedom in 
America

Waldma
n, 
Steven

Waldman lays out the debate between the 
accommodationists and separationists and then details 
the activities and beliefs of the Founding Fathers to 
see who of the contemporary disputants is right. He 
comes down in favor of the separationists, but he is fair 
to each side and helps the student understand the 
nature of the debate and where it comes from. 

The First Liberty, 
Religion and the 
American 
Republic

William 
Lee 
Miller

Though many claim the United States to be a 
"Christian Nation," Miller provides a fascinatingly vivid 
account of the philosophical skirmishes and political 
machinations that led to the "wall of separation" 
between church and state. That famous phrase is 
Jefferson's, though it does not appear in the 
Declaration of Independence nor in the Constitution. 
But Miller follows this seminal idea from three great 
standard-bearers of religious liberty: Jefferson, 
Madison, and Roger Williams. Jefferson, who wrote 
the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, the 
precursor of the First Amendment of the Constitution; 
James Madison, who was politically responsible for 
Virginia's acceptance of religious liberty and who, a 
few years later, helped draft the Bill of Rights; and the 
even earlier figure, the radical dissenter Roger 
Williams, who propounded the idea of religious 
freedom not as a rational secularist but out of a deeply 
held spiritual faith. 

Church and State 
in American 
History, 3rd 
Edition

Wilson, 
John F. 
and 
Donald 
L. 
Drakem
an

Presents chronologically-organized chapters that 
include selections from documents like colonial 
charters, opinions of the Supreme Court and salient 
legislation, along with contemporary commentary, and 
incisive interpretations of the issues by modern 
scholars. Figures as divergent as John Winthrop, John 
F. Kennedy, and Sandra Day O’Connor speak from 
these pages as directly as Paul Blanshard, Leon 
Higginbotham, John Courtney Murray, and Robert 
Bellah. Church and State in American History 
addresses the difficult relationships among the political 
and religious structures of our society and the 
emergence of an American solution to the church-state 
problem.



Title Author Description
Visions of 
Reality- What 
Fundamentalist 
Schools Teach

Albert J. 
Menend
ez

Although a majority of Americans have repeatedly 
shown in referendum elections and opinion polls that 
they oppose tax support for nonpublic schools, 
fundamentalist leaders and their political lobbies are 
putting increasing pressure on Congress and state 
legislatures to compel taxpayers to support sectarian 
private schools through "vouchers" or "tuition tax 
credits," under the deceptive banner of "school 
choice." Albert J. Menendez has carefully examined 
the most widely used history, English, and science 
textbooks in fundamentalist private schools. He 
documents the fact that these schools promote 
prejudice against people of other faiths, distort history, 
derogate our literary heritage, cast science in a bad 
light, and otherwise indoctrinate children with "visions 
of reality" that are incompatible with public tax support.

Religion and the 
Public Schools

Anne 
Marie 
Lofaso

Religion in the Public Schools: A Road Map for 
Avoiding Lawsuits and Respecting Parents’ Legal 
Rights is designed to help. This handy 129-page book, 
written by Associate Professor of Law Anne Marie 
Lofaso of West Virginia University, examines what the 
courts have said about many religion-in-school 
controversies and provides clear, concise answers to 
common questions. Fully referenced and 
footnoted, Religion in the Public Schools is the perfect 
guide for anyone seeking to better navigate the 
intersection between religion and public education.

Why We Still 
Need Public 
Schools

Art Must 
Jr.

Two cornerstones of American democracy - separation 
of church and state, and public schools - are under 
increasing attack. As this collection of essays, written 
by some of America's leading educators, political 
figures, and advocates of religious liberty shows, 
universal public education and the separation of 
church and state are related. The eminent contributors 
to this book argue that we need to defend both 
institutions against increasing onslaughts by the 
Religious Right and other self-proclaimed arbiters of 
societal behavior, who seek to dictate public policy and 
who are labeling the public schools themselves as 
"immoral" institutions. At issue here is not whether 
public schools need to be improved. It is assumed that 
improvement is necessary.

Piety & Politics: 
The Right Wing 
Assault on 
Religious 
Freedom

Barry 
Lynn

In the wake of the 2004 presidential election, the 
Religious Right insisted that George Bush had been 
handed a mandate for an ideology-based social 
agenda, including the passage of a “marriage 
amendment” to ban same-sex unions, diversion of tax 
money to religious groups through “faith-based 
initiatives,” the teaching of creationism in public 
schools, and restrictions on abortion. Led by an 
aggressive band of television preachers and extremist 
radio personalities, the Religious Right set its sights on 
demolishing the wall of separation between church and 
state. The Reverend Barry Lynn is a devout Christian, 
but he argues that politicians need to stop looking to 
the Bible to justify their actions and should consult 
another source instead: the U.S. Constitution. 

First Freedom 
First: A Citizen's 
Guide to 
Protecting 
Religious Liberty 
and Separation of 
Church and State

Barry 
Lynn & 
C. 
Welton 
Gaddy

The United States is the most religiously diverse nation 
in the world, due in large part to the clauses of the First 
Amendment that guarantee freedom for and from 
religion. But as we debate displaying Christmas trees 
at city hall and the Ten Commandments in the 
courthouse, we must ask: in what other ways is our 
religious liberty being compromised. In First Freedom 
First, with clear language and recognizable examples, 
two of the most trusted voices on church-state 
separation address head-on the many areas where 
religion and politics overlap, with consequences for all 
Americans.

The Right to 
Religious Liberty: 
The Basic ACLU 
Guide to 
Religious Rights

Barry 
Lynn, 
Marc D. 
Stern, 
and 
Oliver 
S. 
Thomas

This revised and updated edition of The Right to 
Religious Liberty sets forth an individual’s religious 
rights under present law, offering suggestions as to 
how they can be preserved and protected. (A bit 
dated-1995- but otherwise a good resource)

  Journal of 
Church and State

Baylor 
Universi
ty

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Pray the Gay 
Away: The 
Extraordinary 
Lives of Bible 
Belt Gays

Bernade
tte 
Barton

While some areas of the Unites States have made 
tremendous progress in securing rights for gay people, 
Bible Belt states lag behind. In Pray the Gay Away, 
Bernadette Barton argues that conventions of small 
town life, rules which govern Southern manners, and 
the power wielded by Christian institutions serve as a 
foundation for both passive and active homophobia in 
the Bible Belt. She explores how conservative 
Christian ideology reproduces homophobic attitudes 
and shares how Bible Belt gays negotiate these 
attitudes in their daily lives. Drawing on the remarkable 
stories of Bible Belt gays, Barton brings to the fore 
their thoughts, experiences and hard-won insights to 
explore the front lines of our national culture war over 
marriage, family, hate crimes, and equal rights. 

To Serve God 
and Wal-Mart: 
The Making of 
Christian Free 
Enterprise

Bethany 
Ellen 
Moreton

In the decades after World War II, evangelical 
Christianity nourished America’s devotion to free 
markets, free trade, and free enterprise. The history of 
Wal-Mart uncovers a complex network that united Sun 
Belt entrepreneurs, evangelical employees, Christian 
business students, overseas missionaries, and free-
market activists. Through the stories of people linked 
by the world’s largest corporation, Bethany Moreton 
shows how a Christian service ethos powered 
capitalism at home and abroad.

Moral Minority: 
Our Skeptical 
Founding Fathers

Brooke 
Allen

In her lively refutation of modern claims about 
America's religious origins, Brooke Allen looks back at 
the late eighteenth century and shows decisively that 
the United States was founded not on Christian 
principles at all but on Enlightenment ideas. Moral 
Minority presents a powerful case that the unique legal 
framework the Founding Fathers created was 
designed according to the humanist ideals of 
Enlightenment thinkers: God entered the picture only 
as a very minor player, and Jesus Christ was 
conspicuous by his absence. The guiding spirit of the 
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. 
Constitution, Ms. Allen explains, was not Jesus Christ 
but John Locke. In direct and accessible prose, she 
provides fascinating chapters on the religious lives of 
the six men she considers the key Founding Fathers: 
Franklin, Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, and Hamilton. Far from being the 
conventional pious Christians we too often imagine, 
these men were skeptical intellectuals, in some cases 
not even Christians at all.

The Battle over 
School Prayer: 
How Engel v. 
Vitale Changed 
America

Bruce J. 
Dierenfi
eld

Bruce Dierenfield has written a concise and readable 
guide to the first and still most important case that 
addressed the constitutionality of prayer in public 
schools. The 22-word recitation in a Long Island school 
that was challenged in Engel v. Vitale was hardly 
denominational not even overtly Christian but a handful 
of parents saw it as a violation of the First 
Amendment's proscription again the establishment of 
religion. The case forced the Supreme Court to take a 
stand on Jefferson's "wall of separation" between 
church and state. When it did so, the Court declared 
that by endorsing the prayer recitation no matter how 
brief, non-denominational, or voluntary the Long Island 
school board had unconstitutionally approved the 
establishment of religion in school. Writing with 
impeccable fairness and sensitivity, Dierenfield sets his 
account of the Engel decision in the larger historical 
and political context, citing battles over a wide range of 
religious activities in public schools throughout 
American history. Through interviews with many of the 
participants, he also reveals the large price paid by the 
plaintiffs and their children, who were frequently 
harassed both during and after the trial. 

Religious 
Fundamentalisms 
and the Human 
Rights of Women

C. 
Howlan
d

Dialogue on the conflict between religious 
fundamentalism and women's rights is often stymied 
by an 'all or nothing' approach: fundamentalists claim 
of absolute religious freedom, while some feminists 
dismiss religion entirely as being so imbued with 
patriarchy as to be eternally opposed to women's 
rights. This ignores, though, the experiences of 
religious women who suffer under fundamentalism and 
fight to resist it, perceiving themselves to be at once 
religious and feminist. In Religious Fundamentalisms 
and the Human Rights of Women , Howland provides a 
forum for these different scholars, both religious and 
nonreligious, to meet and seek common ground in their 
fight against fundamentalism. Through an examination 
of international human rights, national law, grass roots 
activism, and theology, this volume explores the acute 
problems that contemporary fundamentalist 
movements pose for women's equality and liberty 
rights.

Liars for Jesus: 
The Religious 
Right's Alternate 
Version of 
American History

Chris 
Rodda

Liars for Jesus debunks many of the historical lies 
invented and used by the Christian nationalist history 
revisionists in their efforts to further their far right 
political agenda and destroy the wall of separation 
between church and state in America. Liars for Jesus 
is not a book about religion. It is a history book, 
presenting and fully documenting the true stories and 
historical facts that are distorted in the "Christian 
nation" pseudo-history promoted by the religious right.

Wrapped in the 
Flag

Claire 
Conner

Claire Conner’s award-winning memoir, Wrapped in 
the Flag (Beacon Press 2013, 2014) weaves her  
intimate personal stories with the history of the 1960s, 
70s, and 80s. She chronicles her parents’ obsession 
with radical right-wing politics embodied in the John 
Birch Society, the most powerful  anti-Communist, anti-
government, populist movement of the 20th century

Nonbeliever 
Nation: The Rise 
of Secular 
Americans

David 
Niose

Today, one in five Americans are nonbelievers―a 
rapidly growing group at a time when traditional 
Christian churches are dwindling in numbers. Still we 
see almost none of them openly serving in elected 
office, while many others continue to loudly proclaim 
the falsehood of America as a Christian nation. David 
Niose calls for nonreligious Americans from all 
backgrounds to step out of the shadows and signal 
their opposition to the long-dominant Religious Right. 
Exploring all the hot-button issues that divide the 
country―from gay marriage to education policy to 
contentious church-state battles―he shows how 
Secular Americans―a group comprised not just of 
atheists and agnostics, but lapsed Catholics, secular 
Jews, and millions of others who have walked away 
from organized religion―are mobilizing and forming 
groups all over the country (even atheist clubs in Bible-
belt high schools) to challenge the exaltation of religion 
in American politics and public life. 

Original Intent: 
Chief Justice 
Rehnquist and 
the Course of 
American 
Church/State 
Relations

Derek 
Davis

Contemporary debate in the area of church/state 
relations centers around the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment: "Congress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of religion [the 
Establishment Clause] or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof [the Free Exercise Clause]." Original Intent is a 
readable and objective summary of the views of Chief 
Justice Rehnquist and an enlightening treatise on the 
future of church/state relations in America.

Roger Williams: 
Prophet of Liberty

Edwin 
C. 
Gaustad

Roger Williams chronicles the life of one of the most 
remarkable forefathers in American history. A true 
revolutionary, this devout Puritan championed Native 
American rights; wrote treatises on equal rights, flag 
desecration, and the separation of church and state; 
established the first American settlement based on 
total religious toleration--and he lived more than a 
century before independence, when America was still a 
vast wilderness! Williams went on to adopt adult 
baptism and founded the first Baptist church in 
America. He became president of Rhode Island colony 
in 1654, served as captain in the defense of 
Providence during King Philip's War, and continued to 
write and preach passionately for religious tolerance 
and Native American rights until his death in 1683.

Proclaim Liberty 
Throughout the 
Land: A History of 
Church and State 
in America

Edwin 
Gaustad

In this volume, one of the most distinguished scholars 
of American religious history traces the complicated 
relationship of church and state from the early colonial 
period, through the unique American experiment in 
religious liberty after the Revolution, to the ongoing 
debate over religious issues in our schools and 
communities. Edwin Gaustad relates entertaining and 
edifying accounts of headline-grabbing court trials 
involving polygamy, witchcraft, and church taxation. He 
quotes moving passages from the speeches and 
writings of American Presidents and Supreme Court 
justices to prove that, to paraphrase Michelangelo, 
"religious liberty is made up of a series of trifles, but 
religious liberty is no trifle."

Faith of the 
Founders: 
Religion and the 
New Nation, 
1776-1826

Edwin 
S. 
Gaustad

Edwin Gaustad provides a careful consideration of the 
developing relationship between religion and the state 
after the American Revolution. With concise focus on 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, 
George Washington, and John Adams, Gaustad 
identifies seven varying―sometimes 
contrary―perspectives on religion that guided the 
nation's founders. Faith of the Founders shows how 
these figures possessed an intuitive understanding of 
religion that helped nourish a young country. This brief 
but insightful book offers a look into the founding 
fathers' genius―and points to a way forward through 
the ideological boundaries that threaten to upend the 
daily doings of American government today.

With God on 
Their Side: How 
Christian 
Fundamentalists 
Trampled 
Science, Policy 
and Democracy 
in George W. 
Bush's White 
House

Esther 
Kaplan

When asked which single issue most affected their 
vote in the last presidential election, more than one in 
five Americans said “moral values”—and 78 percent of 
these voters chose to reelect President George W. 
Bush. As Esther Kaplan shows in her richly detailed 
investigation, it’s no wonder the Christian right voted 
for Bush in droves—their loyal support in 2000 
produced fantastic results. While organizations that 
offer abortion counseling and services or help to 
prevent HIV see their funds cut, church groups receive 
millions in federal dollars to promote sexual abstinence 
and marriage (provided, of course, it is heterosexual). 
Bush has appointed a Christian right dream team to 
the federal courts, dedicated to tearing down what one 
such judge calls “the so-called separation of church 
and state. Religious zeal even shapes Bush’s foreign 
policy, as Christian belief in the end times spurs the 
administration’s support for hard-line policies in Israel.

Evolution vs. 
Creationism

Eugenie 
C. Scott

More than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the 
debate over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.

The Separation 
of Church and 
State: Writings on 
a Fundamental 
Freedom by 
America's 
Founders

Forrest 
Church

A primer of essential writings about one of the 
cornerstones of our democracy by the original authors 
of the Constitution, edited by preeminant liberal 
theologian Forrest Church. Americans will never stop 
debating the question of church-state separation, and 
such debates invariably lead back to the nation’s 
beginnings and the founders’ intent. The Separation of 
Church and State presents a basic collection of the 
founders’ teachings on this topic. This concise primer 
gets past the rhetoric that surrounds the current 
debate, placing the founders’ vivid writings on religious 
liberty in historical perspective. Edited and with running 
commentary by Forrest Church, this important 
collection informs anyone curious about the original 
blueprint for our country and its government.

Separation of 
Church and 
State: Founding 
Principle of 
Religious Liberty

Frank 
Lambert

Frank Lambert tackles the central claims of the 
Religious Right "historians" who insist that America 
was conceived as a "Christian State," that modern-day 
"liberals" and "secularists" have distorted and/or 
ignored the place of religion in American history, and 
that the phrase "the separation of church and state" 
does not appear in any of the founding documents and 
is, therefore, a myth created by the Left. He discusses 
what separates "bad" history from "good" history, and 
concludes that the self-styled "historians" of the 
Religious Right create a "useful past" that enlists the 
nation's founders on behalf of present-day 
conservative religious and political causes. The result 
of a politicized religious history exposes the Religious 
Right "history" as fabrications and half-truths. In fact, 
one of the foundational principles of the Constitution is 
that of separation as the key to safeguarding freedom: 
separation of powers, separation of federal and state 
governments, and separation of church and state.

Religious 
Expression and 
the American 
Constitution

Frankly
n 
Haiman

In the current environment and fervor for “homeland 
security,” personal freedoms in exchange for security 
are coming under more scrutiny. Among these 
guaranteed freedoms are the protection of religious 
expression given by the U.S. Constitution and the 
constitutional prohibitions against behaviors that 
violate the separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.

Eternal Hostility: 
The Struggle 
Between 
Theocracy and 
Democracy

Frederic
k 
Clarkso
n

What is behind the violence against abortion clinics, 
attacks on gays and lesbians and the growing power of 
the religious right? Frederick Clarkson makes it clear 
that beyond the bombers and assassins who 
sometimes make news, is a growing, if not well 
understood, movement that encompasses Pat 
Robertson's Christian Coalition, the Unification Church 
of Sun Myung Moon and the Promise Keepers--the 
lead agency of the so-called Christian men's 
movement. Clarkson exposes the wild card of the 
"theology of vigilantism" which urges the enforcement 
of "God's law" and argues for fundamentalist revolution 
against constitutional democracy. 

Setting the 
Record Straight: 
Response to 
Misconceptions 
About Public 
Education in the 
US

Gerald 
Bracey

Gerald Bracey knows there are three kinds of lies in 
education policy: lies, damned lies, and the statistics 
that reactionary reformers tout as evidence in favor of 
dismantling our public schools. In this second and 
substantially updated edition of the hard-hitting Setting 
the Record Straight, Bracey goes toe-to-toe with the 
opponents of quality public education. You'll learn how 
to discredit them in your own discussions by using the 
very logic and statistical analyses they purport to have 
on their side. In this series of smart, forceful analyses, 
Bracey homes in on specific topics like vouchers, 
school funding, and comparisons to international test 
scores, themes around which agitators have created a 
host of mythological American school failures from the 
flimsiest of evidence. Each essay begins with a 
question you might commonly hear in conversation 
about these alleged shortcomings, to which Bracey 
provides a brief, sound- byte-ready rebuttal. Then he 
follows it up with a full-length explanation, replete with 
statistical data and talking points that fully support his 
assertions-and silence those who would undermine 
education with disinformation.

Not in Our 
Classrooms

Glenn 
Branch 
& 
Eugenie 
C. Scott

Where did the concept of intelligent design originate? 
How does it connect with, and conflict with, various 
religious beliefs? Should we teach the controversy 
itself in our science classrooms? In clear and lively 
essays, a team of experts answers these questions 
and many more, describing the history of the intelligent 
design movement and the lack of scientific support for 
its claims. Most importantly, the contributors—
authorities on the scientific, legal, educational, and 
theological problems of intelligent design-speak 
specifically to teachers and parents about the need to 
defend the integrity of science education by keeping 
intelligent design out of science curriculums. 

Lowering the 
Wall: Religion 
and the Supreme 
Court in the 
1980s

Gregg 
Ivers

Convinced that church-state law under the Supreme 
Court during the 1980s took "a giant-and unwelcome 
step--backward," Gregg Ivers's book explores the 
changing relationship between religion and the state. 
Those looking for a neutral account of this relationship 
should look elsewhere. This book, commissioned by 
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, is a liberal's 
response to use of the courts by "[r]eligious 
conservatives, encouraged by the election of Ronald 
Reagan," to create a "broad wave of conservative 
religious populism" in pursuit of school prayer, financial 
assistance for parochial institutions and equal access 
to public school facilities for student religious clubs.

The Oxford 
Companion to the 
Supreme Court of 
the United States

Hall, 
Kermit L

Not about church and state, but a great resource book 
on the Court.

The Journal of 
Law and Religion

Hamline 
Universi
ty Law 
School

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Religion on Trial: 
How Supreme 
Court Trends 
Threaten 
Freedom of 
Conscience in 
America

Hammo
nd, 
Philip 
E., 
David 
W. 
Machac
ek and 
Eric 
Michael 
Mazur

A powerful indictment of the current Supreme Court, 
arguing the regressive justices are not faithful to the 
Constitution and thereby endanger religious freedom.

The Godless 
Constitution: The 
Case Against 
Religious 
Correctness

Isaac 
Krammi
k & R. 
Lawrenc
e Moore

The Godless Constitution is an urgent and timely 
reexamination of the roots of church-state separation 
in American politics - and a ringing refutation of the 
misguided claims of the religious right. In this important 
polemic two distinguished scholars of American 
political ideas and religion refute this dangerous 
attempt to introduce what they term "religious 
correctness" into our politics, by reminding us that the 
absence of any mention of God in the Constitution was 
a conscious action on the framers' part, intended to 
prevent the bloody religious controversies that so 
marked European history. They also emphasize that 
church-state separation was seen as a guarantee of - 
not a hindrance to - religions liberty. Fully respecting 
the importance of religion in the public sphere, yet 
forthright in defining proper limits, The Godless 
Constitution offers a bracing return to the first 
principles of American democracy - and a guide to 
keeping them intact in the forthcoming presidential 
campaign.

Holy Hullabaloos: 
A Road Trip to 
the Battlegrounds 
of the Church-
State Wars

J. D. 
Wexler

After ten years spent riddling over the intricacies of 
church/state law from the ivory tower, law professor 
Jay Wexler decided it was high time to hit the road to 
learn what really happened in some of the most 
controversial Supreme Court cases involving this hot-
button issue. In Holy Hullabaloos, he takes us along for 
the ride, crossing the country to meet the people and 
visit the places responsible for landmark decisions in 
recent judicial history, from a high school football field 
where fans once recited prayers before kickoff to a 
Santeria church notorious for animal sacrifice, from a 
publicly funded Muslim school to a creationist 
museum. Wexler's no-holds-barred approach to 
investigating famous church/state brouhahas is as 
funny as it is informative.

Far Right 
Fantasy: A 
Sociology of 
American 
Religion and 
Politics

James 
Aho

Far-Right Fantasy is a straight-forward, jargon-free 
study of contemporary American right-wing extremism. 
The book addresses the strengths and weaknesses of 
the standard psycho-social-cultural explanations of far-
right activism. It shows how extremists are similar 
educationally and psychologically to their more 
conventional neighbors; that they get into the 
movement in the same way that others become peace 
activists or radical environmentalists, namely, through 
their ties with fellow workers and church-goers, family 
members, and classmates; and that their views are 
given a patina of certainty by being repeatedly 
corroborated within closed, non-contaminated 
communication systems. 

Religion and the 
State: Essays in 
Honor of Leo 
Pfeffer

James 
E. Wood 
Jr.

These essays examine major themes affecting religion 
and the state in a free society and the interaction of 
religion and world order. While concern is given to the 
historical and judicial context of the Establishment and 
Free Exercise Clauses of the First Amendment, special 
attention is given to contemporary church-state 
problems in American life. In addition, the volume 
analyzes alternatives to church-state relations outside 
the United States and freedom of religion in the 
international advance of human rights.

Supreme 
Conflict: The 
Inside Story of 
the Struggle for 
Control of the 
United States 
Supreme Court

Jan 
Crawfor
d 
Greenb
urg

Drawing on unprecedented access to the Supreme 
Court justices themselves and their inner circles, 
acclaimed ABC News legal correspondent Jan 
Crawford Greenburg offers an explosive newsbreaking 
account of one of the most momentous political 
watersheds in American history. From the series of 
Republican nominations that proved deeply frustrating 
to conservatives to the decades of bruising battles that 
led to the rise of Justices Roberts and Alito, this is the 
authoritative story of the conservative effort to shift the 
direction of the high court—a revelatory look at one of 
the central fronts of America's culture wars by one of 
the most widely respected experts on the subject.

The Nine: Inside 
the Secret World 
of the Supreme 
Court

Jeffrey 
Toobin

In The Nine, acclaimed journalist Jeffrey Toobin takes 
us into the chambers of the most important—and 
secret—legal body in our country, the Supreme Court, 
revealing the complex dynamic among the nine people 
who decide the law of the land. An institution at a 
moment of transition, the Court now stands at a crucial 
point, with major changes in store on such issues as 
abortion, civil rights, and church-state relations. Based 
on exclusive interviews with the justices and with a 
keen sense of the Court’s history and the trajectory of 
its future, Jeffrey Toobin creates in The Nine a riveting 
story of one of the most important forces in American 
life today. (2008)

Roger Williams 
and the Creation 
of the American 
Soul: Church, 
State and the 
Birth of Liberty

John M. 
Barry

For four hundred years, Americans have wrestled with 
and fought over two concepts that define the nature of 
the nation: the proper relation between church and 
state and between a free individual and the state. 
These debates began with the extraordinary thought 
and struggles of Roger Williams, who had an 
unparalleled understanding of the conflict between a 
government that justified itself by "reason of state"-i.e. 
national security-and its perceived "will of God" and the 
"ancient rights and liberties" of individuals. Acclaimed 
historian John M. Barry explores the development of 
these fundamental ideas through the story of the man 
who was the first to link religious freedom to individual 
liberty, and who created in America the first 
government and society on earth informed by those 
beliefs. 

Religious Liberty 
and the Secular 
State

John M. 
Swomle
y

This book exposes the Supreme Court's erosion of the 
Establishment Clause while emphasizing the Free 
Exercise Clause. Swomley also explores civil religion, 
secular humanism, and the current counter-revolution 
against separation of church and state led by some 
religious and political conservatives who would profit 
from government aid. He also lists the benefits 
churches would realize under a secular government.

Religion and the 
American 
Constitutional 
Experiment: 
Essential Rights 
and Liberties

John 
Witte, 
Jr.

The third edition of this classic book provides a 
comprehensive, multidisciplinary overview of the 
history, theory, law, and comparative analysis of 
American religious liberty from the earliest colonial 
period through the most recent Supreme Court cases. 
The authors present balanced, accessible discussions 
of controversial issues, such as funding religious 
schools and charities and displaying religious symbols 
on government property. 

The Last 
Freedom: 
Religion from the 
Public School to 
the Public Square

Joseph 
P.Vitterit
i

The presidency of George W. Bush has polarized the 
church-state debate as never before. The Far Right 
has been emboldened to use religion to govern, while 
the Far Left has redoubled its efforts to evict religion 
from public life entirely. In The Last Freedom, Joseph 
Viteritti argues that there is a basic tension between 
religion and democracy because religion often rejects 
compromise as a matter of principle while democracy 
requires compromise to thrive. Viteritti argues that 
Americans must guard against debasing politics with 
either antireligious bigotry or religious zealotry. 
Drawing on politics, history, and law, he defines a new 
approach to the church-state question that protects the 
religious and the secular alike. Challenging much 
conventional opinion, Viteritti argues that the courts 
have failed to adequately protect religious minorities, 
that the rights of the religious are under greater threat 
than those of the secular, and that democracy exacts 
greater compromises and sacrifices from the religious 
than it does from the secular.

The Good News 
Club: The 
Christian Right's 
Stealth Assault 
on America's 
Children

Katherin
e 
Stewart

In 2009, the Good News Club came to the public 
elementary school where journalist Katherine Stewart 
sent her children. The Club, which is sponsored by the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, bills itself as an after-
school program of “Bible study.” But Stewart soon 
discovered that the Club’s real mission is to convert 
children to fundamentalist Christianity and encourage 
them to proselytize to their “unchurched” peers, all the 
while promoting the natural but false impression 
among the children that its activities are endorsed by 
the school. Astonished to discover that the U.S. 
Supreme Court has deemed this—and other forms of 
religious activity in public schools—legal, Stewart set 
off on an investigative journey to dozens of cities and 
towns across the nation to document the impact. In this 
book she demonstrates that there is more religion in 
America’s public schools today than there has been for 
the past 100 years. The movement driving this agenda 
is stealthy. It is aggressive. It has our children in its 
sights. And its ultimate aim is to destroy the system of 
public education as we know it.

American 
Theocracy: The 
Peril and Politics 
of Radical 
Religion, Oil, and 
Borrowed Money 
in the 21st 
Century

Kevin 
Phillips

Phillips takes an uncompromising view of the current 
age of global overreach, fundamentalist religion, 
diminishing resources, and ballooning debt under the 
GOP majority. With an eye to the past and a searing 
vision of the future, Phillips confirms what too many 
Americans are still unwilling to admit about the depth 
of our misgovernment.

The 
Fundamentals of 
Extremism: The 
Christian Right in 
America

Kimberl
y Blaker

The politics, educational policies, and social values 
perpetuated by Christian fundamentalists are exposed 
in this critical perspective on the religious right's role in 
American society. Statistics and studies of the 
movement are offered that provide insight into the 
causes and characteristics of fundamentalism and its 
effects on minority groups including women, children, 
African Americans, gays, and lesbians. Essays from a 
variety of authors consider the path to theocracy, the 
effect of the theology of inerrancy on politics, and the 
state of fundamentalism in the United States after the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Creationism on 
Trial: Evolution 
and God at Little 
Rock

Langdo
n Gilkey

Creationism on Trial is Gilkey's blow-by-blow account 
of his experiences as a witness for the ACLU at the 
1981 creationist trial in Little Rock, AR.

The Devil in 
Dover: An 
Insider's Story of 
Dogma v. Darwin 
in Small Town 
America

Lauri 
Lebo

Local newspaper reporter Lauri Lebo was handed the 
story of a lifetime when the Dover (Pennsylvania) 
School Board adopted a measure to require its ninth-
grade biology students to learn about intelligent 
design. In a case that recalled the famed 1925 Scopes 
“monkey” trial and made international headlines, 
eleven parents sued the school board. When the case 
wound up in federal court before a George W. Bush–
appointed judge, Lebo had a front-row seat. Lebo 
skillfully probes the compelling background of the 
case, introducing us to the plaintiffs, the defendants, 
the lawyers, and a parade of witnesses, along with 
Judge John E. Jones, who would eventually condemn 
the school board’s decision as one of “breathtaking 
inanity.” With the antievolution battle having moved to 
the state level—and the recent passage of state 
legislation that protects the right of schools to teach 
alternatives to evolution—the story will continue to be 
relevant for years to come.

Religion, State 
and the Burger 
Court

Leo 
Pfeffer

In Religion, State and the Burger Court, Leo Pfeffer, 
the leading authority on church/state law, presents a 
trenchant analysis of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court under Chief Justice Warren E. Burger, focusing 
on the Court's interpretation of the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments. These amendments that guarantee the 
separation of church and state and the free exercise of 
religion are fundamental to the unique character of 
democracy as it exists in the United States. However, 
the distinction between affairs of state and the 
concerns of organized religion has become blurred.

The 
Establishment 
Clause, Religion 
and the First 
Amendment

Leonard 
W. Levy

Leonard Levy's classic work examines the 
circumstances that led to the writing of the 
establishment clause of the First Amendment: 
'Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion. . . .' He argues that, contrary 
to popular belief, the framers of the Constitution 
intended to prohibit government aid to religion even on 
an impartial basis. He thus refutes the view of 
'nonpreferentialists,' who interpret the clause as 
allowing such aid provided that the assistance is not 
restricted to a preferred church. For this new edition, 
Levy has added to his original arguments and 
incorporated much new material, including an analysis 
of Jefferson's ideas on the relationship between church 
and state and a discussion of the establishment clause 
cases brought before the Supreme Court since the 
book was originally published in 1986.

God vs The 
Gavel: Religion 
and the Rule of 
Law

Marci 
Hamilto
n

God vs. the Gavel challenges the pervasive 
assumption that all religious conduct deserves 
constitutional protection. While religious conduct 
provides many benefits to society, it is not always 
benign. The thesis of the book is that anyone who 
harms another person should be governed by the laws 
that govern everyone else - and truth be told, religion is 
capable of great harm.

The Search for 
Christian America

Mark 
Noll., 
Nathan 
O. 
Hatch 
and 
George 
M. 
Marsde
n

The Search for Christian America" explores key 
questions raised by the movement asserting the 
Christian heritage of the U.S. and calling for its 
recovery. Through careful historical and contemporary 
analysis, the authors address such issues as: how 
much Christian action is required to make a whole 
society Christian; Puritan New England as case study; 
Christian principles vs. baptised ideology in the 
Revolutionary period; the stumbling block of incorrect 
views of America's history for effective Christian 
involvement in critical public issues; the relationship of 
Christian convictions to political or social agendas; 
learning to think historically as a guard against 
shortsighted or simplistic approaches.

The Myth of 
Christian 
America: What 
You Need to 
Know About the 
Separation of 
Church and State

Mark 
Weldon 
Whitten

Written in an accessible, popular style, Whitten 
provides sound scholarship in defense of the 
exposition of constitutional church-state separation.

Liberty and 
Conscience

Martha 
Nussba
um

The respect for religious difference has formed the 
bedrock of our nation and made equality possible. Yet 
today we are told that “moral values”—code for a 
government shaped by religious concerns—must be 
the keystone of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.

A Wall of 
Separation? 
Debating the 
Public Role of 
Religion

Mary C. 
Segers 
& Ted 
G. Jelen

Should the wall of separation between church and 
state be permeable or inviolable? This question has 
been hotly contested since the nation's founding and 
contentious debates persist today. With a collection of 
the most significant documents and an introduction by 
Clarke E. Cochran that provides the historical context 
of the debate, prominent scholars Mary Segers and 
Ted Jelen debate the impact of organized religion on 
the democratic process, examine its influence on 
political discourse, and discuss its significance for the 
creation of public policy. The authors illuminate the 
constitutional implications of using religion to cultivate 
public morality and discuss the complexities of creating 
a civic-minded citizenry in a pluralistic society.

Religious 
Freedom and the 
Supreme Court

Melissa 
Rogers, 
and 
Steven 
K. 
Green

A completely recast, updated, version of Robert T. 
Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward Benevolent 
Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme Court, 
listed belowA completely recast, updated, version of 
Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward 
Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme 
Court, listed belowA completely recast, updated, 
version of Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, 
Toward Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the 
Supreme Court, listed below

That's Not What 
They Meant! 
Reclaiming 
America's 
Founding Fathers 
from the Right 
Wing

Michael 
Austin

 In That's Not What They Meant! Professor Michael 
Austin examines dozens of books, articles, speeches, 
and radio broadcasts by such figures as Glenn Beck, 
Mark Levin, Sean Hannity, Larry Schweikart, and 
David Barton to expose the deep historical flaws in 
their use of America's founding history. In contrast to 
their misleading method of citing proof texts to serve a 
narrow agenda, Austin allows the Founding Fathers to 
speak for themselves, situating all quotations in the 
proper historical context. What emerges is a true 
historical picture of men who often disagreed with one 
another on such crucial issues as federal power, 
judicial review, and the separation of church and state. 
As Austin shows, the real legacy of the Founding 
Fathers to us is a political process: a system of 
disagreement, debate, and compromise that has kept 
democracy vibrant in America for more than two 
hundred years. Austin's carefully researched and 
rigorously argued book is essential reading for anyone 
seeking the accurate historical background to many of 
the hot-button political debates of today.

The Religious 
Roots of the First 
Amendment: 
Dissenting 
Protestants and 
the Separation of 
Church and State

Nichola
s P. 
Miller

Traditional understandings of the genesis of the 
separation of church and state rest on assumptions 
about "Enlightenment" and the republican ethos of 
citizenship. In The Religious Roots of the First 
Amendment, Nicholas P. Miller does not seek to 
dislodge that interpretation but to augment and enrich 
it by recovering its cultural and discursive religious 
contexts--specifically the discourse of Protestant 
dissent. He argues that commitments by certain 
dissenting Protestants to the right of private judgment 
in matters of Biblical interpretation, an outgrowth of the 
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, helped 
promote religious disestablishment in the early modern 
West. Miller shows that the separation of church and 
state can be read, most persuasively, as the triumph of 
a particular strand of Protestant nonconformity-that 
which stretched back to the Puritan separatist and the 
Restoration sects, rather than to those, like 
Presbyterians, who sought to replace the "wrong" 
church establishment with their own, "right" one. 

The Creator in 
the Courtroom: 
"Scopes II": The 
1981 Arkansas 
Creation-
Evolution Trial

Norman 
Geisler

Written by a creationist, this book is an account of the 
Scopes trial from that perspective, and argues that the 
judge in the case was prejudiced agains creationism 
from the very beginning. 

Storm Center: 
The Supreme 
Court in 
American Politics

O’Brien, 
David M

A terrific introduction to the history and particularly the 
workings of the Supreme Court, although it has very 
little specifically about church and state

God on Trial: 
Dispatches from 
America's 
Religious 
Battlefields

Peter 
Irons

Over the past two decades, federal courts have 
become contentious battlefields in America's growing 
religious wars. Since 1989, five momentous court 
cases have divided communities and the nation. Peter 
Irons, a noted constitutional scholar, lawyer, and author 
of the bestselling May It Please the Court, delivers a 
compelling narrative accompanied by first-person 
accounts from both sides of the fight in these historic 
cases. 

Living the 
Secular Life

Phil 
Zucker
man

Drawing on innovative sociological research, Living the 
Secular Life illuminates this demographic shift with the 
moral convictions that govern secular individuals, 
offering crucial information for the religious and 
nonreligious alike. Living the Secular Life reveals that, 
despite opinions to the contrary, nonreligious 
Americans possess a unique moral code that allows 
them to effectively navigate the complexities of modern 
life. Spiritual self-reliance, clear-eyed pragmatism, and 
an abiding faith in the Golden Rule to adjudicate moral 
decisions: these common principles are shared across 
secular society. Living the Secular Life demonstrates 
these principles in action and points to their usage 
throughout daily life.

Thy Kingdom 
Come: How the 
Religious Right 
Distorts Faith and 
Threatens 
America

Randall 
Balmer

For much of American history, evangelicalism was 
aligned with progressive political causes-the abolition 
of slavery, universal suffrage, and public education. 
But contemporary conservative activists have 
defaulted on this majestic legacy, embracing instead 
an agenda virtually indistinguishable from the 
Republican Party platform. How has evangelical 
Christianity become so entrenched in partisan politics? 
Randall Balmer, an evangelical Christian and a 
historian of American religion, deftly combines 
ethnographic research, theological reflections, and 
historical context to examine the nature of the 
Religious Right today-and offers a rallying cry for 
liberal Christians to reclaim the noble traditions of their 
faith.

First Freedom: 
The Fight for 
Religious Liberty

Randall 
Balmer, 
Lee 
Grogerg 
& Mark 
Mabry

In the sweltering summer of 1789, James Madison 
penned sixteen words in spare prose that became the 
First Amendment to the United States Constitution. 
Herein the founding fathers of a young government 
pledged separation of church and state, thus 
guaranteeing religious freedom for its citizens and 
establishing a free marketplace for religion in the 
United States. Utterly unprecedented in Western 
history, this construction of a government without the 
interlocking authority of religion set a new course for 
faith and politics and has produced a vibrant religious 
culture unmatched anywhere in the world. First 
Freedom details the progression of religious liberty 
from pilgrims and Puritans to the creation of the Bill of 
Rights and how it shaped a new nation. 

Close Encounters 
with the Religious 
Right: Journeys 
into the Twilight 
Zone of Religion 
and Politics

Rob 
Boston

What does Pat Robertson's Christian Coalition really 
want? What secret agenda lies behind radio counselor 
James Dobson's Focus on the Family? Who are the 
Promise Keepers and what are their ultimate goals? 
Why do so many leaders of the religious right engage 
in gay bashing? What would these groups do to our 
public school system, or to our government, if they 
were in power? Close Encounters with the Religious 
Right takes you behind the scenes to answer these 
questions and gives the reader a rare glimpse of a 
world the average American may not even realize 
exists.

James Madison 
on Religious 
Liberty

Robert 
Alley

This long-overdue volume is the only one of its kind 
containing all of Madison's religious writings, as well as 
new contributions by leading scholars. Madison's 
writings assume even more importance to thoughtful 
Americans as the Supreme Court continues to decide 
issues of school prayer, and as the Moral Majority tries 
to desecularize American public and private life. 
Imagine an America without the Bill of Rights, without 
the Constitution. This image of our nation, existing 
without these two foundations of freedom, justice, and 
inquiry, assaults the imagination, for these two 
documents are the fuel that runs the republic. What is 
even more remarkable is that their primary author was 
one man - James Madison.

The Most 
Dangerous Man 
in America? 

Robert 
Boston

Televangelist Pat Robertson has built one of the most 
powerful religious-political movements in American 
history. His Christian Coalition - with its '700 Club' 
broadcasting fundamentalism tinged with right-wing 
politics to an audience of millions, its American Center 
for Law and Justice legal action group attempting to 
impose far-right Christian ideas via the courts, and the 
growing number of graduates from its Regents 
University - wields a mighty sword within the 
Republican party in at least 25 states while GOP 
national leaders and presidential hopefuls court its 
favour. Despite his power, many Americans are not 
aware of Robertson's extreme political views or his 
goals for the United States. This book examines the 
role Robertson plays in contemporary politics and his 
efforts to influence American society through his 
various political organisations, businesses, and 
broadcast empire.

Why the 
Religious Right is 
Wrong about 
Separation of 
Church and State

Robert 
Boston

Award-winning journalist Robert Boston lambastes the 
zealots of the Religious Right for spreading 
misinformation about the constitutional principle of the 
separation of church and state. Boston reveals how a 
band of ultraconservative religious groups with a 
political agenda - led primarily by televangelist Pat 
Robertson - is conducting a systematic war aginst the 
separation of church and state. The tactics of these 
groups are designed to exploit unfounded fears and 
turn the American people against the separationist 
principle. To expose the Religious Right's blatant 
distortions of U.S. history and correct its skewed 
analysis of legal rulings, Boston objectively reviews the 
evolution of church/state relations in the United States 
and looks at how the separation principle has been 
applied by the courts. He also examines efforts by 
sectarian groups to win government support for their 
schools, the school prayer issue, the history of the free 
exercise of religion, and the controversial role of 
religion in the public square.

Queering 
Christianity: 
Finding a Place 
at the Table for 
LGBTQI 
Christians

Robert 
E. 
Shore-
Goss et. 
Al.

Through essays by noted lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer or questioning, and intersex 
(LGBTQI) religion scholars, this important compilation 
summarizes the history and current status of LGBTQI 
theology, exploring its relationship to the policies, 
practices, and theology of traditional Christianity. 
Contributors contrast the "radically inclusive" thinking 
of LGBTQI theology with the "exclusivity" practiced by 
many Christian churches, explaining the reasoning of 
each and clarifying contentious issues. At the same 
time, the book highlights ways in which "queer" 
theology and practice benefit Christian congregations. 
Writing from the perspective of grassroots Christian 
LGBTQI movements, many of the contributors draw 
upon their own experiences. Equally important, the 
work creates the basis for dialogue between traditional 
churches and followers of LGBTQI theology, offering 
practical suggestions for Christian congregations that 
wish to put aside exclusionary policies and practices.

Toward 
Benevolent 
Neutrality: 
Church, State, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Robert 
Miller. 
and 
Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

Presents the text of virtually every significant Supreme 
Court decision concerning religious freedom and 
separation of church and state. Also included are 
essays interpreting the historical background and legal 
issues involved in each case, beginning with the 
principal events leading to the adoption of the First 
Amendment.

Without a Prayer: 
Religious 
Expression in 
Public Schools

Robert 
S. Alley

This is the first thorough examination of school prayer 
to bring together the experiences of parents and 
children involved in contesting public school 
sanctioned prayer and Bible reading. Alley explores the 
way in which terms like "nonpreferentialism," 
"toleration" and "accommodation" are being used to 
hide violations of the First Amendment. Personal 
interviews were conducted with those involved in 
seven prominent cases. Each story challenges 
communities that impose the mores and cultural 
patterns of religion on their public schools. The result, 
in most instances, has been angry protests as well as 
threats against parents and children, and/or property 
damage.

Red State 
Religion: Faith 
and Politics in 
America's 
Heartland

Robert 
Wuthno
w

In Red State Religion, Robert Wuthnow tells the story 
of religiously motivated political activism in Kansas 
from territorial days to the present. He examines how 
faith mixed with politics as both ordinary Kansans and 
leaders such as John Brown, Carrie Nation, William 
Allen White, and Dwight Eisenhower struggled over the 
pivotal issues of their times, from slavery and 
Prohibition to populism and anti-communism. Beyond 
providing surprising new explanations of why Kansas 
became a conservative stronghold, the book sheds 
new light on the role of religion in red states across the 
Midwest and the United States. Contrary to recent 
influential accounts, Wuthnow argues that Kansas 
conservatism is largely pragmatic, not ideological, and 
that religion in the state has less to do with politics and 
contentious moral activism than with relationships 
between neighbors, friends, and fellow churchgoers. 

The Necessity of 
Secularism

Ronald 
A. 
Lindsey

For the first time in human history, a significant 
percentage of the world’s population no longer 
believes in God. This is especially true in developed 
nations, where in some societies nonbelievers now 
outnumber believers. Unless religion collapses 
completely, or undergoes a remarkable resurgence, 
countries across the globe must learn to carefully and 
effectively manage this societal mix of religious and 
irreligious. For in a world already deeply riven by 
sectarian conflict, this unprecedented demographic 
shift presents yet another challenge to humanity. 
Writing in an engaging, accessible style, philosopher 
and lawyer Ronald A. Lindsay develops a tightly 
crafted argument for secularism—specifically, that in a 
religiously pluralistic society, a robust, thoroughgoing 
secularism is the only reliable means of preserving 
meaningful democracy and rights of conscience.

To Defend the 
Constitution: 
Religion, 
Conscientious 
Objection, 
Naturalization, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

The story of people who were denied citizenship 
because they were conscientious objectors to war and 
how they fought their battles in the Supreme Court.

That Godless 
Court? Supreme 
Court Decisions 
on Church-State 
Relationships

Ronald 
Flowers

The "religious clause" of the First Amendment, 
seemingly simple and clear, has been and continues to 
be controversial in its application. In this book, Flowers 
explains the Court's thinking, clarifying for readers the 
decisions that have been built on or that have altered 
previous positions.

The Majesty of 
the Law: 
Reflections of a 
Supreme Court 
Justice

Sandra 
Day 
O'Conn
or

Not about church and state, but a readable introduction 
to the Supreme Court, its procedures and some of the 
issues it faces. 

God's Profits: 
Faith, Fraud and 
the Republican 
Crusade for 
Values Voters

Sarah 
Posner

Keenly observed and meticulously reported, "God's 
Profits" examines the unholy alliance between a new 
breed of corrupt televangelists and the Republican 
Party, which is eagerly courting "values voters" in the 
nation's largest megachurches. Author Sarah Posner 
exposes the activities of Kenneth Copeland, John 
Hagee, Rod Parsley, T.D. Jakes, and other politically 
connected, skillfully marketed, and increasingly 
influential religious leaders. Preaching the "prosperity 
gospel"???the notion that faith and tithing alone can 
ensure financial security???both in their churches and 
over the airwaves, these charismatic leaders scam the 
gullible even as they enjoy unprecedented access to 
top Bush Administration officials. 

Sexual 
Orientation and 
Human Rights in 
American 
Religious 
Discourse

Saul M. 
Olyan & 
Martha 
C. 
Nussba
um

Sexual orientation is a topic of intense debate within 
America's religious traditions. These discussions have 
had a significant impact on the formation of public 
policy, as speakers who locate themselves squarely 
within religious traditions have articulated positions on 
both sides in recent arguments concerning gays in the 
military, civil rights protections for gays and lesbians, 
gay marriage, parenting and foster parenting, and 
benefits for partners of gay and lesbian employees of 
major corporations and institutions. This volume, which 
stems from a 1995 conference at Brown University, 
aims to promote both academic and public 
understanding of the different positions that exist on 
sexual orientation and its public policy dimensions 
within four major American religious traditions. Writers 
from within the Jewish community, the Roman Catholic 
church, Mainline Protestant churches, and African-
American churches explore the history and tradition of 
their communities on same-sex orientation, discuss the 
moral stance they advocate, and consider the legal 
and public policy implications of that stance. For each 
of these traditions, two opposing views are 
represented, and a respondent frames the issue in a 
larger context. The book concludes with essays by 
Michael McConnell and Andrew Koppelman exploring 
how our society might find a modus vivendi in a state 
position of neutrality on the moral status of 
homosexuality.

Attack of the 
Theocrats! How 
the Religious 
Right Harms Us 
All- And What We 
Can Do About It

Sean 
Fairclot
h

At no time in American history has the United States 
had such a high percentage of theocratic members of 
Congress--those who expressly endorse religious bias 
in law. Just as ominously, at no other time have 
religious fundamentalists effectively had veto power 
over one of the country's two major political parties. As 
Sean Faircloth argues, this has led to the crumbling of 
the country's most cherished founding principle--the 
wall separating church and state--and presages even 
more crumbling.

Ellery's Protest: 
How One Young 
Man Defied 
Tradition and 
Sparked the 
Battle Over 
School Prayer

Stephen 
D. 
Solomo
n

Tells the fascinating personal and legal drama of the 
Schempp case: the family’s struggle against the ugly 
reactions of neighbors, and the impassioned courtroom 
clashes as brilliant lawyers on both sides argued about 
the meaning of religious freedom. But Schempp was 
not the only case challenging religious exercises in the 
schools at the time, and Ellery’s Protest describes the 
race to the Supreme Court among the attorneys for 
four such cases. Solomon also explores the political, 
cultural, and religious roots of the controversy. 

The Bible, The 
School and the 
Constitution: The 
Clash that 
Shaped Modern 
Church-State 
Doctrine

Steven 
K. 
Green

Draws attention to an often overlooked nineteenth 
century that remains relevant to today's church-state 
debate
Offers historical as well as legal perspectives on a 
crucial episode in American history
Extensively documented from primary sources

Freethinkers: A 
History of 
American 
Secularism

Susan 
Jacoby

At a time when the separation of church and state is 
under attack as never before, Freethinkers offers a 
powerful defense of the secularist heritage that gave 
Americans the first government in the world founded 
not on the authority of religion but on the bedrock of 
human reason. In impassioned, elegant prose, 
celebrated author Susan Jacoby traces more than two 
hundred years of secularist activism, beginning with 
the fierce debate over the omission of God from the 
Constitution. Moving from nineteenth-century 
abolitionism and suffragism through the twentieth 
century's civil liberties, civil rights, and feminist 
movements, Freethinkersilluminates the neglected 
achievements of secularists who, allied with tolerant 
believers, have led the battle for reform in the past and 
today.

The Age of 
American 
Unreason

Susan 
Jacoby

A cultural history of the last forty years, The Age of 
American Unreason focuses on the convergence of 
social forces-usually treated as separate entities-that 
has created a perfect storm of anti-rationalism. These 
include the upsurge of religious fundamentalism, with 
more political power today than ever before; the failure 
of public education to create an informed citizenry; and 
the triumph of video over print culture. Sparing neither 
the right nor the left, Jacoby asserts that Americans 
today have embraced a universe of “junk thought” that 
makes almost no effort to separate fact from opinion.

The First 
Freedoms: 
Church and State 
in America to the 
Passage of the 
First Amendment

Thomas 
Curry

Is government forbidden to assist all religions equally, 
as the Supreme Court has held? Or does the First 
Amendment merely ban exclusive aid to one religion, 
as critics of the Court assert? The First Freedoms 
studies the church-state context of colonial and 
revolutionary America to present a bold new reading of 
the historical meaning of the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment. Synthesizing and interpreting a 
wealth of evidence from the founding of Virginia to the 
passage of the Bill of Rights, including everything 
published in America before 1791, Thomas Curry 
traces America's developing ideas on religious liberty 
and offers the most extensive investigation ever of the 
historical origins and background of the First 
Amendment's religion clauses.

The Age of 
Reason

Thomas 
Paine

Of all the tyrannies that affect mankind, tyranny in 
religion is the worst," declared Thomas Paine, adding, 
"every other species of tyranny is limited to the world 
we live in; but this attempts to stride beyond the grave, 
and seeks to pursue us into eternity." Paine's years of 
study and reflection on the role of religion in society 
culminated with his final work, The Age of Reason. 
This coolly reasoned polemic influenced religious 
thinking throughout the world at the dawn of the 
nineteenth century, and its resonance remains 
undiminished by time.
The selfsame humanist and egalitarian views that 
made Paine a popular figure of the American 
Revolution brought him into frequent conflict with 
political authorities. Parts of The Age of Reason were 
written in a French jail, where Paine was confined for 
his opposition to the execution of Louis XVI. An atack 
on revealed religion from the deist point of view — 
embodied by Paine's credo, "I believe in one God, and 
no more" — this work undertakes a hitherto unheard-of 
approach to Bible study. Its critical and objective 
examination of Old and New Testatments cites 
nemerous contradictions as evidence against literal 
interpretations of the text. Well articulated and 
eminently readable, The Age of Reason is a classic of 
free thought.

Founding Faith: 
Providence, 
Politics, and the 
Birth of Religious 
Freedom in 
America

Waldma
n, 
Steven

Waldman lays out the debate between the 
accommodationists and separationists and then details 
the activities and beliefs of the Founding Fathers to 
see who of the contemporary disputants is right. He 
comes down in favor of the separationists, but he is fair 
to each side and helps the student understand the 
nature of the debate and where it comes from. 

The First Liberty, 
Religion and the 
American 
Republic

William 
Lee 
Miller

Though many claim the United States to be a 
"Christian Nation," Miller provides a fascinatingly vivid 
account of the philosophical skirmishes and political 
machinations that led to the "wall of separation" 
between church and state. That famous phrase is 
Jefferson's, though it does not appear in the 
Declaration of Independence nor in the Constitution. 
But Miller follows this seminal idea from three great 
standard-bearers of religious liberty: Jefferson, 
Madison, and Roger Williams. Jefferson, who wrote 
the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, the 
precursor of the First Amendment of the Constitution; 
James Madison, who was politically responsible for 
Virginia's acceptance of religious liberty and who, a 
few years later, helped draft the Bill of Rights; and the 
even earlier figure, the radical dissenter Roger 
Williams, who propounded the idea of religious 
freedom not as a rational secularist but out of a deeply 
held spiritual faith. 

Church and State 
in American 
History, 3rd 
Edition

Wilson, 
John F. 
and 
Donald 
L. 
Drakem
an

Presents chronologically-organized chapters that 
include selections from documents like colonial 
charters, opinions of the Supreme Court and salient 
legislation, along with contemporary commentary, and 
incisive interpretations of the issues by modern 
scholars. Figures as divergent as John Winthrop, John 
F. Kennedy, and Sandra Day O’Connor speak from 
these pages as directly as Paul Blanshard, Leon 
Higginbotham, John Courtney Murray, and Robert 
Bellah. Church and State in American History 
addresses the difficult relationships among the political 
and religious structures of our society and the 
emergence of an American solution to the church-state 
problem.



Title Author Description
Visions of 
Reality- What 
Fundamentalist 
Schools Teach

Albert J. 
Menend
ez

Although a majority of Americans have repeatedly 
shown in referendum elections and opinion polls that 
they oppose tax support for nonpublic schools, 
fundamentalist leaders and their political lobbies are 
putting increasing pressure on Congress and state 
legislatures to compel taxpayers to support sectarian 
private schools through "vouchers" or "tuition tax 
credits," under the deceptive banner of "school 
choice." Albert J. Menendez has carefully examined 
the most widely used history, English, and science 
textbooks in fundamentalist private schools. He 
documents the fact that these schools promote 
prejudice against people of other faiths, distort history, 
derogate our literary heritage, cast science in a bad 
light, and otherwise indoctrinate children with "visions 
of reality" that are incompatible with public tax support.

Religion and the 
Public Schools

Anne 
Marie 
Lofaso

Religion in the Public Schools: A Road Map for 
Avoiding Lawsuits and Respecting Parents’ Legal 
Rights is designed to help. This handy 129-page book, 
written by Associate Professor of Law Anne Marie 
Lofaso of West Virginia University, examines what the 
courts have said about many religion-in-school 
controversies and provides clear, concise answers to 
common questions. Fully referenced and 
footnoted, Religion in the Public Schools is the perfect 
guide for anyone seeking to better navigate the 
intersection between religion and public education.

Why We Still 
Need Public 
Schools

Art Must 
Jr.

Two cornerstones of American democracy - separation 
of church and state, and public schools - are under 
increasing attack. As this collection of essays, written 
by some of America's leading educators, political 
figures, and advocates of religious liberty shows, 
universal public education and the separation of 
church and state are related. The eminent contributors 
to this book argue that we need to defend both 
institutions against increasing onslaughts by the 
Religious Right and other self-proclaimed arbiters of 
societal behavior, who seek to dictate public policy and 
who are labeling the public schools themselves as 
"immoral" institutions. At issue here is not whether 
public schools need to be improved. It is assumed that 
improvement is necessary.

Piety & Politics: 
The Right Wing 
Assault on 
Religious 
Freedom

Barry 
Lynn

In the wake of the 2004 presidential election, the 
Religious Right insisted that George Bush had been 
handed a mandate for an ideology-based social 
agenda, including the passage of a “marriage 
amendment” to ban same-sex unions, diversion of tax 
money to religious groups through “faith-based 
initiatives,” the teaching of creationism in public 
schools, and restrictions on abortion. Led by an 
aggressive band of television preachers and extremist 
radio personalities, the Religious Right set its sights on 
demolishing the wall of separation between church and 
state. The Reverend Barry Lynn is a devout Christian, 
but he argues that politicians need to stop looking to 
the Bible to justify their actions and should consult 
another source instead: the U.S. Constitution. 

First Freedom 
First: A Citizen's 
Guide to 
Protecting 
Religious Liberty 
and Separation of 
Church and State

Barry 
Lynn & 
C. 
Welton 
Gaddy

The United States is the most religiously diverse nation 
in the world, due in large part to the clauses of the First 
Amendment that guarantee freedom for and from 
religion. But as we debate displaying Christmas trees 
at city hall and the Ten Commandments in the 
courthouse, we must ask: in what other ways is our 
religious liberty being compromised. In First Freedom 
First, with clear language and recognizable examples, 
two of the most trusted voices on church-state 
separation address head-on the many areas where 
religion and politics overlap, with consequences for all 
Americans.

The Right to 
Religious Liberty: 
The Basic ACLU 
Guide to 
Religious Rights

Barry 
Lynn, 
Marc D. 
Stern, 
and 
Oliver 
S. 
Thomas

This revised and updated edition of The Right to 
Religious Liberty sets forth an individual’s religious 
rights under present law, offering suggestions as to 
how they can be preserved and protected. (A bit 
dated-1995- but otherwise a good resource)

  Journal of 
Church and State

Baylor 
Universi
ty

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Pray the Gay 
Away: The 
Extraordinary 
Lives of Bible 
Belt Gays

Bernade
tte 
Barton

While some areas of the Unites States have made 
tremendous progress in securing rights for gay people, 
Bible Belt states lag behind. In Pray the Gay Away, 
Bernadette Barton argues that conventions of small 
town life, rules which govern Southern manners, and 
the power wielded by Christian institutions serve as a 
foundation for both passive and active homophobia in 
the Bible Belt. She explores how conservative 
Christian ideology reproduces homophobic attitudes 
and shares how Bible Belt gays negotiate these 
attitudes in their daily lives. Drawing on the remarkable 
stories of Bible Belt gays, Barton brings to the fore 
their thoughts, experiences and hard-won insights to 
explore the front lines of our national culture war over 
marriage, family, hate crimes, and equal rights. 

To Serve God 
and Wal-Mart: 
The Making of 
Christian Free 
Enterprise

Bethany 
Ellen 
Moreton

In the decades after World War II, evangelical 
Christianity nourished America’s devotion to free 
markets, free trade, and free enterprise. The history of 
Wal-Mart uncovers a complex network that united Sun 
Belt entrepreneurs, evangelical employees, Christian 
business students, overseas missionaries, and free-
market activists. Through the stories of people linked 
by the world’s largest corporation, Bethany Moreton 
shows how a Christian service ethos powered 
capitalism at home and abroad.

Moral Minority: 
Our Skeptical 
Founding Fathers

Brooke 
Allen

In her lively refutation of modern claims about 
America's religious origins, Brooke Allen looks back at 
the late eighteenth century and shows decisively that 
the United States was founded not on Christian 
principles at all but on Enlightenment ideas. Moral 
Minority presents a powerful case that the unique legal 
framework the Founding Fathers created was 
designed according to the humanist ideals of 
Enlightenment thinkers: God entered the picture only 
as a very minor player, and Jesus Christ was 
conspicuous by his absence. The guiding spirit of the 
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. 
Constitution, Ms. Allen explains, was not Jesus Christ 
but John Locke. In direct and accessible prose, she 
provides fascinating chapters on the religious lives of 
the six men she considers the key Founding Fathers: 
Franklin, Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, and Hamilton. Far from being the 
conventional pious Christians we too often imagine, 
these men were skeptical intellectuals, in some cases 
not even Christians at all.

The Battle over 
School Prayer: 
How Engel v. 
Vitale Changed 
America

Bruce J. 
Dierenfi
eld

Bruce Dierenfield has written a concise and readable 
guide to the first and still most important case that 
addressed the constitutionality of prayer in public 
schools. The 22-word recitation in a Long Island school 
that was challenged in Engel v. Vitale was hardly 
denominational not even overtly Christian but a handful 
of parents saw it as a violation of the First 
Amendment's proscription again the establishment of 
religion. The case forced the Supreme Court to take a 
stand on Jefferson's "wall of separation" between 
church and state. When it did so, the Court declared 
that by endorsing the prayer recitation no matter how 
brief, non-denominational, or voluntary the Long Island 
school board had unconstitutionally approved the 
establishment of religion in school. Writing with 
impeccable fairness and sensitivity, Dierenfield sets his 
account of the Engel decision in the larger historical 
and political context, citing battles over a wide range of 
religious activities in public schools throughout 
American history. Through interviews with many of the 
participants, he also reveals the large price paid by the 
plaintiffs and their children, who were frequently 
harassed both during and after the trial. 

Religious 
Fundamentalisms 
and the Human 
Rights of Women

C. 
Howlan
d

Dialogue on the conflict between religious 
fundamentalism and women's rights is often stymied 
by an 'all or nothing' approach: fundamentalists claim 
of absolute religious freedom, while some feminists 
dismiss religion entirely as being so imbued with 
patriarchy as to be eternally opposed to women's 
rights. This ignores, though, the experiences of 
religious women who suffer under fundamentalism and 
fight to resist it, perceiving themselves to be at once 
religious and feminist. In Religious Fundamentalisms 
and the Human Rights of Women , Howland provides a 
forum for these different scholars, both religious and 
nonreligious, to meet and seek common ground in their 
fight against fundamentalism. Through an examination 
of international human rights, national law, grass roots 
activism, and theology, this volume explores the acute 
problems that contemporary fundamentalist 
movements pose for women's equality and liberty 
rights.

Liars for Jesus: 
The Religious 
Right's Alternate 
Version of 
American History

Chris 
Rodda

Liars for Jesus debunks many of the historical lies 
invented and used by the Christian nationalist history 
revisionists in their efforts to further their far right 
political agenda and destroy the wall of separation 
between church and state in America. Liars for Jesus 
is not a book about religion. It is a history book, 
presenting and fully documenting the true stories and 
historical facts that are distorted in the "Christian 
nation" pseudo-history promoted by the religious right.

Wrapped in the 
Flag

Claire 
Conner

Claire Conner’s award-winning memoir, Wrapped in 
the Flag (Beacon Press 2013, 2014) weaves her  
intimate personal stories with the history of the 1960s, 
70s, and 80s. She chronicles her parents’ obsession 
with radical right-wing politics embodied in the John 
Birch Society, the most powerful  anti-Communist, anti-
government, populist movement of the 20th century

Nonbeliever 
Nation: The Rise 
of Secular 
Americans

David 
Niose

Today, one in five Americans are nonbelievers―a 
rapidly growing group at a time when traditional 
Christian churches are dwindling in numbers. Still we 
see almost none of them openly serving in elected 
office, while many others continue to loudly proclaim 
the falsehood of America as a Christian nation. David 
Niose calls for nonreligious Americans from all 
backgrounds to step out of the shadows and signal 
their opposition to the long-dominant Religious Right. 
Exploring all the hot-button issues that divide the 
country―from gay marriage to education policy to 
contentious church-state battles―he shows how 
Secular Americans―a group comprised not just of 
atheists and agnostics, but lapsed Catholics, secular 
Jews, and millions of others who have walked away 
from organized religion―are mobilizing and forming 
groups all over the country (even atheist clubs in Bible-
belt high schools) to challenge the exaltation of religion 
in American politics and public life. 

Original Intent: 
Chief Justice 
Rehnquist and 
the Course of 
American 
Church/State 
Relations

Derek 
Davis

Contemporary debate in the area of church/state 
relations centers around the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment: "Congress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of religion [the 
Establishment Clause] or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof [the Free Exercise Clause]." Original Intent is a 
readable and objective summary of the views of Chief 
Justice Rehnquist and an enlightening treatise on the 
future of church/state relations in America.

Roger Williams: 
Prophet of Liberty

Edwin 
C. 
Gaustad

Roger Williams chronicles the life of one of the most 
remarkable forefathers in American history. A true 
revolutionary, this devout Puritan championed Native 
American rights; wrote treatises on equal rights, flag 
desecration, and the separation of church and state; 
established the first American settlement based on 
total religious toleration--and he lived more than a 
century before independence, when America was still a 
vast wilderness! Williams went on to adopt adult 
baptism and founded the first Baptist church in 
America. He became president of Rhode Island colony 
in 1654, served as captain in the defense of 
Providence during King Philip's War, and continued to 
write and preach passionately for religious tolerance 
and Native American rights until his death in 1683.

Proclaim Liberty 
Throughout the 
Land: A History of 
Church and State 
in America

Edwin 
Gaustad

In this volume, one of the most distinguished scholars 
of American religious history traces the complicated 
relationship of church and state from the early colonial 
period, through the unique American experiment in 
religious liberty after the Revolution, to the ongoing 
debate over religious issues in our schools and 
communities. Edwin Gaustad relates entertaining and 
edifying accounts of headline-grabbing court trials 
involving polygamy, witchcraft, and church taxation. He 
quotes moving passages from the speeches and 
writings of American Presidents and Supreme Court 
justices to prove that, to paraphrase Michelangelo, 
"religious liberty is made up of a series of trifles, but 
religious liberty is no trifle."

Faith of the 
Founders: 
Religion and the 
New Nation, 
1776-1826

Edwin 
S. 
Gaustad

Edwin Gaustad provides a careful consideration of the 
developing relationship between religion and the state 
after the American Revolution. With concise focus on 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, 
George Washington, and John Adams, Gaustad 
identifies seven varying―sometimes 
contrary―perspectives on religion that guided the 
nation's founders. Faith of the Founders shows how 
these figures possessed an intuitive understanding of 
religion that helped nourish a young country. This brief 
but insightful book offers a look into the founding 
fathers' genius―and points to a way forward through 
the ideological boundaries that threaten to upend the 
daily doings of American government today.

With God on 
Their Side: How 
Christian 
Fundamentalists 
Trampled 
Science, Policy 
and Democracy 
in George W. 
Bush's White 
House

Esther 
Kaplan

When asked which single issue most affected their 
vote in the last presidential election, more than one in 
five Americans said “moral values”—and 78 percent of 
these voters chose to reelect President George W. 
Bush. As Esther Kaplan shows in her richly detailed 
investigation, it’s no wonder the Christian right voted 
for Bush in droves—their loyal support in 2000 
produced fantastic results. While organizations that 
offer abortion counseling and services or help to 
prevent HIV see their funds cut, church groups receive 
millions in federal dollars to promote sexual abstinence 
and marriage (provided, of course, it is heterosexual). 
Bush has appointed a Christian right dream team to 
the federal courts, dedicated to tearing down what one 
such judge calls “the so-called separation of church 
and state. Religious zeal even shapes Bush’s foreign 
policy, as Christian belief in the end times spurs the 
administration’s support for hard-line policies in Israel.

Evolution vs. 
Creationism

Eugenie 
C. Scott

More than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the 
debate over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.

The Separation 
of Church and 
State: Writings on 
a Fundamental 
Freedom by 
America's 
Founders

Forrest 
Church

A primer of essential writings about one of the 
cornerstones of our democracy by the original authors 
of the Constitution, edited by preeminant liberal 
theologian Forrest Church. Americans will never stop 
debating the question of church-state separation, and 
such debates invariably lead back to the nation’s 
beginnings and the founders’ intent. The Separation of 
Church and State presents a basic collection of the 
founders’ teachings on this topic. This concise primer 
gets past the rhetoric that surrounds the current 
debate, placing the founders’ vivid writings on religious 
liberty in historical perspective. Edited and with running 
commentary by Forrest Church, this important 
collection informs anyone curious about the original 
blueprint for our country and its government.

Separation of 
Church and 
State: Founding 
Principle of 
Religious Liberty

Frank 
Lambert

Frank Lambert tackles the central claims of the 
Religious Right "historians" who insist that America 
was conceived as a "Christian State," that modern-day 
"liberals" and "secularists" have distorted and/or 
ignored the place of religion in American history, and 
that the phrase "the separation of church and state" 
does not appear in any of the founding documents and 
is, therefore, a myth created by the Left. He discusses 
what separates "bad" history from "good" history, and 
concludes that the self-styled "historians" of the 
Religious Right create a "useful past" that enlists the 
nation's founders on behalf of present-day 
conservative religious and political causes. The result 
of a politicized religious history exposes the Religious 
Right "history" as fabrications and half-truths. In fact, 
one of the foundational principles of the Constitution is 
that of separation as the key to safeguarding freedom: 
separation of powers, separation of federal and state 
governments, and separation of church and state.

Religious 
Expression and 
the American 
Constitution

Frankly
n 
Haiman

In the current environment and fervor for “homeland 
security,” personal freedoms in exchange for security 
are coming under more scrutiny. Among these 
guaranteed freedoms are the protection of religious 
expression given by the U.S. Constitution and the 
constitutional prohibitions against behaviors that 
violate the separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.

Eternal Hostility: 
The Struggle 
Between 
Theocracy and 
Democracy

Frederic
k 
Clarkso
n

What is behind the violence against abortion clinics, 
attacks on gays and lesbians and the growing power of 
the religious right? Frederick Clarkson makes it clear 
that beyond the bombers and assassins who 
sometimes make news, is a growing, if not well 
understood, movement that encompasses Pat 
Robertson's Christian Coalition, the Unification Church 
of Sun Myung Moon and the Promise Keepers--the 
lead agency of the so-called Christian men's 
movement. Clarkson exposes the wild card of the 
"theology of vigilantism" which urges the enforcement 
of "God's law" and argues for fundamentalist revolution 
against constitutional democracy. 

Setting the 
Record Straight: 
Response to 
Misconceptions 
About Public 
Education in the 
US

Gerald 
Bracey

Gerald Bracey knows there are three kinds of lies in 
education policy: lies, damned lies, and the statistics 
that reactionary reformers tout as evidence in favor of 
dismantling our public schools. In this second and 
substantially updated edition of the hard-hitting Setting 
the Record Straight, Bracey goes toe-to-toe with the 
opponents of quality public education. You'll learn how 
to discredit them in your own discussions by using the 
very logic and statistical analyses they purport to have 
on their side. In this series of smart, forceful analyses, 
Bracey homes in on specific topics like vouchers, 
school funding, and comparisons to international test 
scores, themes around which agitators have created a 
host of mythological American school failures from the 
flimsiest of evidence. Each essay begins with a 
question you might commonly hear in conversation 
about these alleged shortcomings, to which Bracey 
provides a brief, sound- byte-ready rebuttal. Then he 
follows it up with a full-length explanation, replete with 
statistical data and talking points that fully support his 
assertions-and silence those who would undermine 
education with disinformation.

Not in Our 
Classrooms

Glenn 
Branch 
& 
Eugenie 
C. Scott

Where did the concept of intelligent design originate? 
How does it connect with, and conflict with, various 
religious beliefs? Should we teach the controversy 
itself in our science classrooms? In clear and lively 
essays, a team of experts answers these questions 
and many more, describing the history of the intelligent 
design movement and the lack of scientific support for 
its claims. Most importantly, the contributors—
authorities on the scientific, legal, educational, and 
theological problems of intelligent design-speak 
specifically to teachers and parents about the need to 
defend the integrity of science education by keeping 
intelligent design out of science curriculums. 

Lowering the 
Wall: Religion 
and the Supreme 
Court in the 
1980s

Gregg 
Ivers

Convinced that church-state law under the Supreme 
Court during the 1980s took "a giant-and unwelcome 
step--backward," Gregg Ivers's book explores the 
changing relationship between religion and the state. 
Those looking for a neutral account of this relationship 
should look elsewhere. This book, commissioned by 
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, is a liberal's 
response to use of the courts by "[r]eligious 
conservatives, encouraged by the election of Ronald 
Reagan," to create a "broad wave of conservative 
religious populism" in pursuit of school prayer, financial 
assistance for parochial institutions and equal access 
to public school facilities for student religious clubs.

The Oxford 
Companion to the 
Supreme Court of 
the United States

Hall, 
Kermit L

Not about church and state, but a great resource book 
on the Court.

The Journal of 
Law and Religion

Hamline 
Universi
ty Law 
School

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Religion on Trial: 
How Supreme 
Court Trends 
Threaten 
Freedom of 
Conscience in 
America

Hammo
nd, 
Philip 
E., 
David 
W. 
Machac
ek and 
Eric 
Michael 
Mazur

A powerful indictment of the current Supreme Court, 
arguing the regressive justices are not faithful to the 
Constitution and thereby endanger religious freedom.

The Godless 
Constitution: The 
Case Against 
Religious 
Correctness

Isaac 
Krammi
k & R. 
Lawrenc
e Moore

The Godless Constitution is an urgent and timely 
reexamination of the roots of church-state separation 
in American politics - and a ringing refutation of the 
misguided claims of the religious right. In this important 
polemic two distinguished scholars of American 
political ideas and religion refute this dangerous 
attempt to introduce what they term "religious 
correctness" into our politics, by reminding us that the 
absence of any mention of God in the Constitution was 
a conscious action on the framers' part, intended to 
prevent the bloody religious controversies that so 
marked European history. They also emphasize that 
church-state separation was seen as a guarantee of - 
not a hindrance to - religions liberty. Fully respecting 
the importance of religion in the public sphere, yet 
forthright in defining proper limits, The Godless 
Constitution offers a bracing return to the first 
principles of American democracy - and a guide to 
keeping them intact in the forthcoming presidential 
campaign.

Holy Hullabaloos: 
A Road Trip to 
the Battlegrounds 
of the Church-
State Wars

J. D. 
Wexler

After ten years spent riddling over the intricacies of 
church/state law from the ivory tower, law professor 
Jay Wexler decided it was high time to hit the road to 
learn what really happened in some of the most 
controversial Supreme Court cases involving this hot-
button issue. In Holy Hullabaloos, he takes us along for 
the ride, crossing the country to meet the people and 
visit the places responsible for landmark decisions in 
recent judicial history, from a high school football field 
where fans once recited prayers before kickoff to a 
Santeria church notorious for animal sacrifice, from a 
publicly funded Muslim school to a creationist 
museum. Wexler's no-holds-barred approach to 
investigating famous church/state brouhahas is as 
funny as it is informative.

Far Right 
Fantasy: A 
Sociology of 
American 
Religion and 
Politics

James 
Aho

Far-Right Fantasy is a straight-forward, jargon-free 
study of contemporary American right-wing extremism. 
The book addresses the strengths and weaknesses of 
the standard psycho-social-cultural explanations of far-
right activism. It shows how extremists are similar 
educationally and psychologically to their more 
conventional neighbors; that they get into the 
movement in the same way that others become peace 
activists or radical environmentalists, namely, through 
their ties with fellow workers and church-goers, family 
members, and classmates; and that their views are 
given a patina of certainty by being repeatedly 
corroborated within closed, non-contaminated 
communication systems. 

Religion and the 
State: Essays in 
Honor of Leo 
Pfeffer

James 
E. Wood 
Jr.

These essays examine major themes affecting religion 
and the state in a free society and the interaction of 
religion and world order. While concern is given to the 
historical and judicial context of the Establishment and 
Free Exercise Clauses of the First Amendment, special 
attention is given to contemporary church-state 
problems in American life. In addition, the volume 
analyzes alternatives to church-state relations outside 
the United States and freedom of religion in the 
international advance of human rights.

Supreme 
Conflict: The 
Inside Story of 
the Struggle for 
Control of the 
United States 
Supreme Court

Jan 
Crawfor
d 
Greenb
urg

Drawing on unprecedented access to the Supreme 
Court justices themselves and their inner circles, 
acclaimed ABC News legal correspondent Jan 
Crawford Greenburg offers an explosive newsbreaking 
account of one of the most momentous political 
watersheds in American history. From the series of 
Republican nominations that proved deeply frustrating 
to conservatives to the decades of bruising battles that 
led to the rise of Justices Roberts and Alito, this is the 
authoritative story of the conservative effort to shift the 
direction of the high court—a revelatory look at one of 
the central fronts of America's culture wars by one of 
the most widely respected experts on the subject.

The Nine: Inside 
the Secret World 
of the Supreme 
Court

Jeffrey 
Toobin

In The Nine, acclaimed journalist Jeffrey Toobin takes 
us into the chambers of the most important—and 
secret—legal body in our country, the Supreme Court, 
revealing the complex dynamic among the nine people 
who decide the law of the land. An institution at a 
moment of transition, the Court now stands at a crucial 
point, with major changes in store on such issues as 
abortion, civil rights, and church-state relations. Based 
on exclusive interviews with the justices and with a 
keen sense of the Court’s history and the trajectory of 
its future, Jeffrey Toobin creates in The Nine a riveting 
story of one of the most important forces in American 
life today. (2008)

Roger Williams 
and the Creation 
of the American 
Soul: Church, 
State and the 
Birth of Liberty

John M. 
Barry

For four hundred years, Americans have wrestled with 
and fought over two concepts that define the nature of 
the nation: the proper relation between church and 
state and between a free individual and the state. 
These debates began with the extraordinary thought 
and struggles of Roger Williams, who had an 
unparalleled understanding of the conflict between a 
government that justified itself by "reason of state"-i.e. 
national security-and its perceived "will of God" and the 
"ancient rights and liberties" of individuals. Acclaimed 
historian John M. Barry explores the development of 
these fundamental ideas through the story of the man 
who was the first to link religious freedom to individual 
liberty, and who created in America the first 
government and society on earth informed by those 
beliefs. 

Religious Liberty 
and the Secular 
State

John M. 
Swomle
y

This book exposes the Supreme Court's erosion of the 
Establishment Clause while emphasizing the Free 
Exercise Clause. Swomley also explores civil religion, 
secular humanism, and the current counter-revolution 
against separation of church and state led by some 
religious and political conservatives who would profit 
from government aid. He also lists the benefits 
churches would realize under a secular government.

Religion and the 
American 
Constitutional 
Experiment: 
Essential Rights 
and Liberties

John 
Witte, 
Jr.

The third edition of this classic book provides a 
comprehensive, multidisciplinary overview of the 
history, theory, law, and comparative analysis of 
American religious liberty from the earliest colonial 
period through the most recent Supreme Court cases. 
The authors present balanced, accessible discussions 
of controversial issues, such as funding religious 
schools and charities and displaying religious symbols 
on government property. 

The Last 
Freedom: 
Religion from the 
Public School to 
the Public Square

Joseph 
P.Vitterit
i

The presidency of George W. Bush has polarized the 
church-state debate as never before. The Far Right 
has been emboldened to use religion to govern, while 
the Far Left has redoubled its efforts to evict religion 
from public life entirely. In The Last Freedom, Joseph 
Viteritti argues that there is a basic tension between 
religion and democracy because religion often rejects 
compromise as a matter of principle while democracy 
requires compromise to thrive. Viteritti argues that 
Americans must guard against debasing politics with 
either antireligious bigotry or religious zealotry. 
Drawing on politics, history, and law, he defines a new 
approach to the church-state question that protects the 
religious and the secular alike. Challenging much 
conventional opinion, Viteritti argues that the courts 
have failed to adequately protect religious minorities, 
that the rights of the religious are under greater threat 
than those of the secular, and that democracy exacts 
greater compromises and sacrifices from the religious 
than it does from the secular.

The Good News 
Club: The 
Christian Right's 
Stealth Assault 
on America's 
Children

Katherin
e 
Stewart

In 2009, the Good News Club came to the public 
elementary school where journalist Katherine Stewart 
sent her children. The Club, which is sponsored by the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, bills itself as an after-
school program of “Bible study.” But Stewart soon 
discovered that the Club’s real mission is to convert 
children to fundamentalist Christianity and encourage 
them to proselytize to their “unchurched” peers, all the 
while promoting the natural but false impression 
among the children that its activities are endorsed by 
the school. Astonished to discover that the U.S. 
Supreme Court has deemed this—and other forms of 
religious activity in public schools—legal, Stewart set 
off on an investigative journey to dozens of cities and 
towns across the nation to document the impact. In this 
book she demonstrates that there is more religion in 
America’s public schools today than there has been for 
the past 100 years. The movement driving this agenda 
is stealthy. It is aggressive. It has our children in its 
sights. And its ultimate aim is to destroy the system of 
public education as we know it.

American 
Theocracy: The 
Peril and Politics 
of Radical 
Religion, Oil, and 
Borrowed Money 
in the 21st 
Century

Kevin 
Phillips

Phillips takes an uncompromising view of the current 
age of global overreach, fundamentalist religion, 
diminishing resources, and ballooning debt under the 
GOP majority. With an eye to the past and a searing 
vision of the future, Phillips confirms what too many 
Americans are still unwilling to admit about the depth 
of our misgovernment.

The 
Fundamentals of 
Extremism: The 
Christian Right in 
America

Kimberl
y Blaker

The politics, educational policies, and social values 
perpetuated by Christian fundamentalists are exposed 
in this critical perspective on the religious right's role in 
American society. Statistics and studies of the 
movement are offered that provide insight into the 
causes and characteristics of fundamentalism and its 
effects on minority groups including women, children, 
African Americans, gays, and lesbians. Essays from a 
variety of authors consider the path to theocracy, the 
effect of the theology of inerrancy on politics, and the 
state of fundamentalism in the United States after the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Creationism on 
Trial: Evolution 
and God at Little 
Rock

Langdo
n Gilkey

Creationism on Trial is Gilkey's blow-by-blow account 
of his experiences as a witness for the ACLU at the 
1981 creationist trial in Little Rock, AR.

The Devil in 
Dover: An 
Insider's Story of 
Dogma v. Darwin 
in Small Town 
America

Lauri 
Lebo

Local newspaper reporter Lauri Lebo was handed the 
story of a lifetime when the Dover (Pennsylvania) 
School Board adopted a measure to require its ninth-
grade biology students to learn about intelligent 
design. In a case that recalled the famed 1925 Scopes 
“monkey” trial and made international headlines, 
eleven parents sued the school board. When the case 
wound up in federal court before a George W. Bush–
appointed judge, Lebo had a front-row seat. Lebo 
skillfully probes the compelling background of the 
case, introducing us to the plaintiffs, the defendants, 
the lawyers, and a parade of witnesses, along with 
Judge John E. Jones, who would eventually condemn 
the school board’s decision as one of “breathtaking 
inanity.” With the antievolution battle having moved to 
the state level—and the recent passage of state 
legislation that protects the right of schools to teach 
alternatives to evolution—the story will continue to be 
relevant for years to come.

Religion, State 
and the Burger 
Court

Leo 
Pfeffer

In Religion, State and the Burger Court, Leo Pfeffer, 
the leading authority on church/state law, presents a 
trenchant analysis of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court under Chief Justice Warren E. Burger, focusing 
on the Court's interpretation of the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments. These amendments that guarantee the 
separation of church and state and the free exercise of 
religion are fundamental to the unique character of 
democracy as it exists in the United States. However, 
the distinction between affairs of state and the 
concerns of organized religion has become blurred.

The 
Establishment 
Clause, Religion 
and the First 
Amendment

Leonard 
W. Levy

Leonard Levy's classic work examines the 
circumstances that led to the writing of the 
establishment clause of the First Amendment: 
'Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion. . . .' He argues that, contrary 
to popular belief, the framers of the Constitution 
intended to prohibit government aid to religion even on 
an impartial basis. He thus refutes the view of 
'nonpreferentialists,' who interpret the clause as 
allowing such aid provided that the assistance is not 
restricted to a preferred church. For this new edition, 
Levy has added to his original arguments and 
incorporated much new material, including an analysis 
of Jefferson's ideas on the relationship between church 
and state and a discussion of the establishment clause 
cases brought before the Supreme Court since the 
book was originally published in 1986.

God vs The 
Gavel: Religion 
and the Rule of 
Law

Marci 
Hamilto
n

God vs. the Gavel challenges the pervasive 
assumption that all religious conduct deserves 
constitutional protection. While religious conduct 
provides many benefits to society, it is not always 
benign. The thesis of the book is that anyone who 
harms another person should be governed by the laws 
that govern everyone else - and truth be told, religion is 
capable of great harm.

The Search for 
Christian America

Mark 
Noll., 
Nathan 
O. 
Hatch 
and 
George 
M. 
Marsde
n

The Search for Christian America" explores key 
questions raised by the movement asserting the 
Christian heritage of the U.S. and calling for its 
recovery. Through careful historical and contemporary 
analysis, the authors address such issues as: how 
much Christian action is required to make a whole 
society Christian; Puritan New England as case study; 
Christian principles vs. baptised ideology in the 
Revolutionary period; the stumbling block of incorrect 
views of America's history for effective Christian 
involvement in critical public issues; the relationship of 
Christian convictions to political or social agendas; 
learning to think historically as a guard against 
shortsighted or simplistic approaches.

The Myth of 
Christian 
America: What 
You Need to 
Know About the 
Separation of 
Church and State

Mark 
Weldon 
Whitten

Written in an accessible, popular style, Whitten 
provides sound scholarship in defense of the 
exposition of constitutional church-state separation.

Liberty and 
Conscience

Martha 
Nussba
um

The respect for religious difference has formed the 
bedrock of our nation and made equality possible. Yet 
today we are told that “moral values”—code for a 
government shaped by religious concerns—must be 
the keystone of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.

A Wall of 
Separation? 
Debating the 
Public Role of 
Religion

Mary C. 
Segers 
& Ted 
G. Jelen

Should the wall of separation between church and 
state be permeable or inviolable? This question has 
been hotly contested since the nation's founding and 
contentious debates persist today. With a collection of 
the most significant documents and an introduction by 
Clarke E. Cochran that provides the historical context 
of the debate, prominent scholars Mary Segers and 
Ted Jelen debate the impact of organized religion on 
the democratic process, examine its influence on 
political discourse, and discuss its significance for the 
creation of public policy. The authors illuminate the 
constitutional implications of using religion to cultivate 
public morality and discuss the complexities of creating 
a civic-minded citizenry in a pluralistic society.

Religious 
Freedom and the 
Supreme Court

Melissa 
Rogers, 
and 
Steven 
K. 
Green

A completely recast, updated, version of Robert T. 
Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward Benevolent 
Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme Court, 
listed belowA completely recast, updated, version of 
Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward 
Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme 
Court, listed belowA completely recast, updated, 
version of Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, 
Toward Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the 
Supreme Court, listed below

That's Not What 
They Meant! 
Reclaiming 
America's 
Founding Fathers 
from the Right 
Wing

Michael 
Austin

 In That's Not What They Meant! Professor Michael 
Austin examines dozens of books, articles, speeches, 
and radio broadcasts by such figures as Glenn Beck, 
Mark Levin, Sean Hannity, Larry Schweikart, and 
David Barton to expose the deep historical flaws in 
their use of America's founding history. In contrast to 
their misleading method of citing proof texts to serve a 
narrow agenda, Austin allows the Founding Fathers to 
speak for themselves, situating all quotations in the 
proper historical context. What emerges is a true 
historical picture of men who often disagreed with one 
another on such crucial issues as federal power, 
judicial review, and the separation of church and state. 
As Austin shows, the real legacy of the Founding 
Fathers to us is a political process: a system of 
disagreement, debate, and compromise that has kept 
democracy vibrant in America for more than two 
hundred years. Austin's carefully researched and 
rigorously argued book is essential reading for anyone 
seeking the accurate historical background to many of 
the hot-button political debates of today.

The Religious 
Roots of the First 
Amendment: 
Dissenting 
Protestants and 
the Separation of 
Church and State

Nichola
s P. 
Miller

Traditional understandings of the genesis of the 
separation of church and state rest on assumptions 
about "Enlightenment" and the republican ethos of 
citizenship. In The Religious Roots of the First 
Amendment, Nicholas P. Miller does not seek to 
dislodge that interpretation but to augment and enrich 
it by recovering its cultural and discursive religious 
contexts--specifically the discourse of Protestant 
dissent. He argues that commitments by certain 
dissenting Protestants to the right of private judgment 
in matters of Biblical interpretation, an outgrowth of the 
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, helped 
promote religious disestablishment in the early modern 
West. Miller shows that the separation of church and 
state can be read, most persuasively, as the triumph of 
a particular strand of Protestant nonconformity-that 
which stretched back to the Puritan separatist and the 
Restoration sects, rather than to those, like 
Presbyterians, who sought to replace the "wrong" 
church establishment with their own, "right" one. 

The Creator in 
the Courtroom: 
"Scopes II": The 
1981 Arkansas 
Creation-
Evolution Trial

Norman 
Geisler

Written by a creationist, this book is an account of the 
Scopes trial from that perspective, and argues that the 
judge in the case was prejudiced agains creationism 
from the very beginning. 

Storm Center: 
The Supreme 
Court in 
American Politics

O’Brien, 
David M

A terrific introduction to the history and particularly the 
workings of the Supreme Court, although it has very 
little specifically about church and state

God on Trial: 
Dispatches from 
America's 
Religious 
Battlefields

Peter 
Irons

Over the past two decades, federal courts have 
become contentious battlefields in America's growing 
religious wars. Since 1989, five momentous court 
cases have divided communities and the nation. Peter 
Irons, a noted constitutional scholar, lawyer, and author 
of the bestselling May It Please the Court, delivers a 
compelling narrative accompanied by first-person 
accounts from both sides of the fight in these historic 
cases. 

Living the 
Secular Life

Phil 
Zucker
man

Drawing on innovative sociological research, Living the 
Secular Life illuminates this demographic shift with the 
moral convictions that govern secular individuals, 
offering crucial information for the religious and 
nonreligious alike. Living the Secular Life reveals that, 
despite opinions to the contrary, nonreligious 
Americans possess a unique moral code that allows 
them to effectively navigate the complexities of modern 
life. Spiritual self-reliance, clear-eyed pragmatism, and 
an abiding faith in the Golden Rule to adjudicate moral 
decisions: these common principles are shared across 
secular society. Living the Secular Life demonstrates 
these principles in action and points to their usage 
throughout daily life.

Thy Kingdom 
Come: How the 
Religious Right 
Distorts Faith and 
Threatens 
America

Randall 
Balmer

For much of American history, evangelicalism was 
aligned with progressive political causes-the abolition 
of slavery, universal suffrage, and public education. 
But contemporary conservative activists have 
defaulted on this majestic legacy, embracing instead 
an agenda virtually indistinguishable from the 
Republican Party platform. How has evangelical 
Christianity become so entrenched in partisan politics? 
Randall Balmer, an evangelical Christian and a 
historian of American religion, deftly combines 
ethnographic research, theological reflections, and 
historical context to examine the nature of the 
Religious Right today-and offers a rallying cry for 
liberal Christians to reclaim the noble traditions of their 
faith.

First Freedom: 
The Fight for 
Religious Liberty

Randall 
Balmer, 
Lee 
Grogerg 
& Mark 
Mabry

In the sweltering summer of 1789, James Madison 
penned sixteen words in spare prose that became the 
First Amendment to the United States Constitution. 
Herein the founding fathers of a young government 
pledged separation of church and state, thus 
guaranteeing religious freedom for its citizens and 
establishing a free marketplace for religion in the 
United States. Utterly unprecedented in Western 
history, this construction of a government without the 
interlocking authority of religion set a new course for 
faith and politics and has produced a vibrant religious 
culture unmatched anywhere in the world. First 
Freedom details the progression of religious liberty 
from pilgrims and Puritans to the creation of the Bill of 
Rights and how it shaped a new nation. 

Close Encounters 
with the Religious 
Right: Journeys 
into the Twilight 
Zone of Religion 
and Politics

Rob 
Boston

What does Pat Robertson's Christian Coalition really 
want? What secret agenda lies behind radio counselor 
James Dobson's Focus on the Family? Who are the 
Promise Keepers and what are their ultimate goals? 
Why do so many leaders of the religious right engage 
in gay bashing? What would these groups do to our 
public school system, or to our government, if they 
were in power? Close Encounters with the Religious 
Right takes you behind the scenes to answer these 
questions and gives the reader a rare glimpse of a 
world the average American may not even realize 
exists.

James Madison 
on Religious 
Liberty

Robert 
Alley

This long-overdue volume is the only one of its kind 
containing all of Madison's religious writings, as well as 
new contributions by leading scholars. Madison's 
writings assume even more importance to thoughtful 
Americans as the Supreme Court continues to decide 
issues of school prayer, and as the Moral Majority tries 
to desecularize American public and private life. 
Imagine an America without the Bill of Rights, without 
the Constitution. This image of our nation, existing 
without these two foundations of freedom, justice, and 
inquiry, assaults the imagination, for these two 
documents are the fuel that runs the republic. What is 
even more remarkable is that their primary author was 
one man - James Madison.

The Most 
Dangerous Man 
in America? 

Robert 
Boston

Televangelist Pat Robertson has built one of the most 
powerful religious-political movements in American 
history. His Christian Coalition - with its '700 Club' 
broadcasting fundamentalism tinged with right-wing 
politics to an audience of millions, its American Center 
for Law and Justice legal action group attempting to 
impose far-right Christian ideas via the courts, and the 
growing number of graduates from its Regents 
University - wields a mighty sword within the 
Republican party in at least 25 states while GOP 
national leaders and presidential hopefuls court its 
favour. Despite his power, many Americans are not 
aware of Robertson's extreme political views or his 
goals for the United States. This book examines the 
role Robertson plays in contemporary politics and his 
efforts to influence American society through his 
various political organisations, businesses, and 
broadcast empire.

Why the 
Religious Right is 
Wrong about 
Separation of 
Church and State

Robert 
Boston

Award-winning journalist Robert Boston lambastes the 
zealots of the Religious Right for spreading 
misinformation about the constitutional principle of the 
separation of church and state. Boston reveals how a 
band of ultraconservative religious groups with a 
political agenda - led primarily by televangelist Pat 
Robertson - is conducting a systematic war aginst the 
separation of church and state. The tactics of these 
groups are designed to exploit unfounded fears and 
turn the American people against the separationist 
principle. To expose the Religious Right's blatant 
distortions of U.S. history and correct its skewed 
analysis of legal rulings, Boston objectively reviews the 
evolution of church/state relations in the United States 
and looks at how the separation principle has been 
applied by the courts. He also examines efforts by 
sectarian groups to win government support for their 
schools, the school prayer issue, the history of the free 
exercise of religion, and the controversial role of 
religion in the public square.

Queering 
Christianity: 
Finding a Place 
at the Table for 
LGBTQI 
Christians

Robert 
E. 
Shore-
Goss et. 
Al.

Through essays by noted lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer or questioning, and intersex 
(LGBTQI) religion scholars, this important compilation 
summarizes the history and current status of LGBTQI 
theology, exploring its relationship to the policies, 
practices, and theology of traditional Christianity. 
Contributors contrast the "radically inclusive" thinking 
of LGBTQI theology with the "exclusivity" practiced by 
many Christian churches, explaining the reasoning of 
each and clarifying contentious issues. At the same 
time, the book highlights ways in which "queer" 
theology and practice benefit Christian congregations. 
Writing from the perspective of grassroots Christian 
LGBTQI movements, many of the contributors draw 
upon their own experiences. Equally important, the 
work creates the basis for dialogue between traditional 
churches and followers of LGBTQI theology, offering 
practical suggestions for Christian congregations that 
wish to put aside exclusionary policies and practices.

Toward 
Benevolent 
Neutrality: 
Church, State, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Robert 
Miller. 
and 
Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

Presents the text of virtually every significant Supreme 
Court decision concerning religious freedom and 
separation of church and state. Also included are 
essays interpreting the historical background and legal 
issues involved in each case, beginning with the 
principal events leading to the adoption of the First 
Amendment.

Without a Prayer: 
Religious 
Expression in 
Public Schools

Robert 
S. Alley

This is the first thorough examination of school prayer 
to bring together the experiences of parents and 
children involved in contesting public school 
sanctioned prayer and Bible reading. Alley explores the 
way in which terms like "nonpreferentialism," 
"toleration" and "accommodation" are being used to 
hide violations of the First Amendment. Personal 
interviews were conducted with those involved in 
seven prominent cases. Each story challenges 
communities that impose the mores and cultural 
patterns of religion on their public schools. The result, 
in most instances, has been angry protests as well as 
threats against parents and children, and/or property 
damage.

Red State 
Religion: Faith 
and Politics in 
America's 
Heartland

Robert 
Wuthno
w

In Red State Religion, Robert Wuthnow tells the story 
of religiously motivated political activism in Kansas 
from territorial days to the present. He examines how 
faith mixed with politics as both ordinary Kansans and 
leaders such as John Brown, Carrie Nation, William 
Allen White, and Dwight Eisenhower struggled over the 
pivotal issues of their times, from slavery and 
Prohibition to populism and anti-communism. Beyond 
providing surprising new explanations of why Kansas 
became a conservative stronghold, the book sheds 
new light on the role of religion in red states across the 
Midwest and the United States. Contrary to recent 
influential accounts, Wuthnow argues that Kansas 
conservatism is largely pragmatic, not ideological, and 
that religion in the state has less to do with politics and 
contentious moral activism than with relationships 
between neighbors, friends, and fellow churchgoers. 

The Necessity of 
Secularism

Ronald 
A. 
Lindsey

For the first time in human history, a significant 
percentage of the world’s population no longer 
believes in God. This is especially true in developed 
nations, where in some societies nonbelievers now 
outnumber believers. Unless religion collapses 
completely, or undergoes a remarkable resurgence, 
countries across the globe must learn to carefully and 
effectively manage this societal mix of religious and 
irreligious. For in a world already deeply riven by 
sectarian conflict, this unprecedented demographic 
shift presents yet another challenge to humanity. 
Writing in an engaging, accessible style, philosopher 
and lawyer Ronald A. Lindsay develops a tightly 
crafted argument for secularism—specifically, that in a 
religiously pluralistic society, a robust, thoroughgoing 
secularism is the only reliable means of preserving 
meaningful democracy and rights of conscience.

To Defend the 
Constitution: 
Religion, 
Conscientious 
Objection, 
Naturalization, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

The story of people who were denied citizenship 
because they were conscientious objectors to war and 
how they fought their battles in the Supreme Court.

That Godless 
Court? Supreme 
Court Decisions 
on Church-State 
Relationships

Ronald 
Flowers

The "religious clause" of the First Amendment, 
seemingly simple and clear, has been and continues to 
be controversial in its application. In this book, Flowers 
explains the Court's thinking, clarifying for readers the 
decisions that have been built on or that have altered 
previous positions.

The Majesty of 
the Law: 
Reflections of a 
Supreme Court 
Justice

Sandra 
Day 
O'Conn
or

Not about church and state, but a readable introduction 
to the Supreme Court, its procedures and some of the 
issues it faces. 

God's Profits: 
Faith, Fraud and 
the Republican 
Crusade for 
Values Voters

Sarah 
Posner

Keenly observed and meticulously reported, "God's 
Profits" examines the unholy alliance between a new 
breed of corrupt televangelists and the Republican 
Party, which is eagerly courting "values voters" in the 
nation's largest megachurches. Author Sarah Posner 
exposes the activities of Kenneth Copeland, John 
Hagee, Rod Parsley, T.D. Jakes, and other politically 
connected, skillfully marketed, and increasingly 
influential religious leaders. Preaching the "prosperity 
gospel"???the notion that faith and tithing alone can 
ensure financial security???both in their churches and 
over the airwaves, these charismatic leaders scam the 
gullible even as they enjoy unprecedented access to 
top Bush Administration officials. 

Sexual 
Orientation and 
Human Rights in 
American 
Religious 
Discourse

Saul M. 
Olyan & 
Martha 
C. 
Nussba
um

Sexual orientation is a topic of intense debate within 
America's religious traditions. These discussions have 
had a significant impact on the formation of public 
policy, as speakers who locate themselves squarely 
within religious traditions have articulated positions on 
both sides in recent arguments concerning gays in the 
military, civil rights protections for gays and lesbians, 
gay marriage, parenting and foster parenting, and 
benefits for partners of gay and lesbian employees of 
major corporations and institutions. This volume, which 
stems from a 1995 conference at Brown University, 
aims to promote both academic and public 
understanding of the different positions that exist on 
sexual orientation and its public policy dimensions 
within four major American religious traditions. Writers 
from within the Jewish community, the Roman Catholic 
church, Mainline Protestant churches, and African-
American churches explore the history and tradition of 
their communities on same-sex orientation, discuss the 
moral stance they advocate, and consider the legal 
and public policy implications of that stance. For each 
of these traditions, two opposing views are 
represented, and a respondent frames the issue in a 
larger context. The book concludes with essays by 
Michael McConnell and Andrew Koppelman exploring 
how our society might find a modus vivendi in a state 
position of neutrality on the moral status of 
homosexuality.

Attack of the 
Theocrats! How 
the Religious 
Right Harms Us 
All- And What We 
Can Do About It

Sean 
Fairclot
h

At no time in American history has the United States 
had such a high percentage of theocratic members of 
Congress--those who expressly endorse religious bias 
in law. Just as ominously, at no other time have 
religious fundamentalists effectively had veto power 
over one of the country's two major political parties. As 
Sean Faircloth argues, this has led to the crumbling of 
the country's most cherished founding principle--the 
wall separating church and state--and presages even 
more crumbling.

Ellery's Protest: 
How One Young 
Man Defied 
Tradition and 
Sparked the 
Battle Over 
School Prayer

Stephen 
D. 
Solomo
n

Tells the fascinating personal and legal drama of the 
Schempp case: the family’s struggle against the ugly 
reactions of neighbors, and the impassioned courtroom 
clashes as brilliant lawyers on both sides argued about 
the meaning of religious freedom. But Schempp was 
not the only case challenging religious exercises in the 
schools at the time, and Ellery’s Protest describes the 
race to the Supreme Court among the attorneys for 
four such cases. Solomon also explores the political, 
cultural, and religious roots of the controversy. 

The Bible, The 
School and the 
Constitution: The 
Clash that 
Shaped Modern 
Church-State 
Doctrine

Steven 
K. 
Green

Draws attention to an often overlooked nineteenth 
century that remains relevant to today's church-state 
debate
Offers historical as well as legal perspectives on a 
crucial episode in American history
Extensively documented from primary sources

Freethinkers: A 
History of 
American 
Secularism

Susan 
Jacoby

At a time when the separation of church and state is 
under attack as never before, Freethinkers offers a 
powerful defense of the secularist heritage that gave 
Americans the first government in the world founded 
not on the authority of religion but on the bedrock of 
human reason. In impassioned, elegant prose, 
celebrated author Susan Jacoby traces more than two 
hundred years of secularist activism, beginning with 
the fierce debate over the omission of God from the 
Constitution. Moving from nineteenth-century 
abolitionism and suffragism through the twentieth 
century's civil liberties, civil rights, and feminist 
movements, Freethinkersilluminates the neglected 
achievements of secularists who, allied with tolerant 
believers, have led the battle for reform in the past and 
today.

The Age of 
American 
Unreason

Susan 
Jacoby

A cultural history of the last forty years, The Age of 
American Unreason focuses on the convergence of 
social forces-usually treated as separate entities-that 
has created a perfect storm of anti-rationalism. These 
include the upsurge of religious fundamentalism, with 
more political power today than ever before; the failure 
of public education to create an informed citizenry; and 
the triumph of video over print culture. Sparing neither 
the right nor the left, Jacoby asserts that Americans 
today have embraced a universe of “junk thought” that 
makes almost no effort to separate fact from opinion.

The First 
Freedoms: 
Church and State 
in America to the 
Passage of the 
First Amendment

Thomas 
Curry

Is government forbidden to assist all religions equally, 
as the Supreme Court has held? Or does the First 
Amendment merely ban exclusive aid to one religion, 
as critics of the Court assert? The First Freedoms 
studies the church-state context of colonial and 
revolutionary America to present a bold new reading of 
the historical meaning of the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment. Synthesizing and interpreting a 
wealth of evidence from the founding of Virginia to the 
passage of the Bill of Rights, including everything 
published in America before 1791, Thomas Curry 
traces America's developing ideas on religious liberty 
and offers the most extensive investigation ever of the 
historical origins and background of the First 
Amendment's religion clauses.

The Age of 
Reason

Thomas 
Paine

Of all the tyrannies that affect mankind, tyranny in 
religion is the worst," declared Thomas Paine, adding, 
"every other species of tyranny is limited to the world 
we live in; but this attempts to stride beyond the grave, 
and seeks to pursue us into eternity." Paine's years of 
study and reflection on the role of religion in society 
culminated with his final work, The Age of Reason. 
This coolly reasoned polemic influenced religious 
thinking throughout the world at the dawn of the 
nineteenth century, and its resonance remains 
undiminished by time.
The selfsame humanist and egalitarian views that 
made Paine a popular figure of the American 
Revolution brought him into frequent conflict with 
political authorities. Parts of The Age of Reason were 
written in a French jail, where Paine was confined for 
his opposition to the execution of Louis XVI. An atack 
on revealed religion from the deist point of view — 
embodied by Paine's credo, "I believe in one God, and 
no more" — this work undertakes a hitherto unheard-of 
approach to Bible study. Its critical and objective 
examination of Old and New Testatments cites 
nemerous contradictions as evidence against literal 
interpretations of the text. Well articulated and 
eminently readable, The Age of Reason is a classic of 
free thought.

Founding Faith: 
Providence, 
Politics, and the 
Birth of Religious 
Freedom in 
America

Waldma
n, 
Steven

Waldman lays out the debate between the 
accommodationists and separationists and then details 
the activities and beliefs of the Founding Fathers to 
see who of the contemporary disputants is right. He 
comes down in favor of the separationists, but he is fair 
to each side and helps the student understand the 
nature of the debate and where it comes from. 

The First Liberty, 
Religion and the 
American 
Republic

William 
Lee 
Miller

Though many claim the United States to be a 
"Christian Nation," Miller provides a fascinatingly vivid 
account of the philosophical skirmishes and political 
machinations that led to the "wall of separation" 
between church and state. That famous phrase is 
Jefferson's, though it does not appear in the 
Declaration of Independence nor in the Constitution. 
But Miller follows this seminal idea from three great 
standard-bearers of religious liberty: Jefferson, 
Madison, and Roger Williams. Jefferson, who wrote 
the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, the 
precursor of the First Amendment of the Constitution; 
James Madison, who was politically responsible for 
Virginia's acceptance of religious liberty and who, a 
few years later, helped draft the Bill of Rights; and the 
even earlier figure, the radical dissenter Roger 
Williams, who propounded the idea of religious 
freedom not as a rational secularist but out of a deeply 
held spiritual faith. 

Church and State 
in American 
History, 3rd 
Edition

Wilson, 
John F. 
and 
Donald 
L. 
Drakem
an

Presents chronologically-organized chapters that 
include selections from documents like colonial 
charters, opinions of the Supreme Court and salient 
legislation, along with contemporary commentary, and 
incisive interpretations of the issues by modern 
scholars. Figures as divergent as John Winthrop, John 
F. Kennedy, and Sandra Day O’Connor speak from 
these pages as directly as Paul Blanshard, Leon 
Higginbotham, John Courtney Murray, and Robert 
Bellah. Church and State in American History 
addresses the difficult relationships among the political 
and religious structures of our society and the 
emergence of an American solution to the church-state 
problem.



Title Author Description
Visions of 
Reality- What 
Fundamentalist 
Schools Teach

Albert J. 
Menend
ez

Although a majority of Americans have repeatedly 
shown in referendum elections and opinion polls that 
they oppose tax support for nonpublic schools, 
fundamentalist leaders and their political lobbies are 
putting increasing pressure on Congress and state 
legislatures to compel taxpayers to support sectarian 
private schools through "vouchers" or "tuition tax 
credits," under the deceptive banner of "school 
choice." Albert J. Menendez has carefully examined 
the most widely used history, English, and science 
textbooks in fundamentalist private schools. He 
documents the fact that these schools promote 
prejudice against people of other faiths, distort history, 
derogate our literary heritage, cast science in a bad 
light, and otherwise indoctrinate children with "visions 
of reality" that are incompatible with public tax support.

Religion and the 
Public Schools

Anne 
Marie 
Lofaso

Religion in the Public Schools: A Road Map for 
Avoiding Lawsuits and Respecting Parents’ Legal 
Rights is designed to help. This handy 129-page book, 
written by Associate Professor of Law Anne Marie 
Lofaso of West Virginia University, examines what the 
courts have said about many religion-in-school 
controversies and provides clear, concise answers to 
common questions. Fully referenced and 
footnoted, Religion in the Public Schools is the perfect 
guide for anyone seeking to better navigate the 
intersection between religion and public education.

Why We Still 
Need Public 
Schools

Art Must 
Jr.

Two cornerstones of American democracy - separation 
of church and state, and public schools - are under 
increasing attack. As this collection of essays, written 
by some of America's leading educators, political 
figures, and advocates of religious liberty shows, 
universal public education and the separation of 
church and state are related. The eminent contributors 
to this book argue that we need to defend both 
institutions against increasing onslaughts by the 
Religious Right and other self-proclaimed arbiters of 
societal behavior, who seek to dictate public policy and 
who are labeling the public schools themselves as 
"immoral" institutions. At issue here is not whether 
public schools need to be improved. It is assumed that 
improvement is necessary.

Piety & Politics: 
The Right Wing 
Assault on 
Religious 
Freedom

Barry 
Lynn

In the wake of the 2004 presidential election, the 
Religious Right insisted that George Bush had been 
handed a mandate for an ideology-based social 
agenda, including the passage of a “marriage 
amendment” to ban same-sex unions, diversion of tax 
money to religious groups through “faith-based 
initiatives,” the teaching of creationism in public 
schools, and restrictions on abortion. Led by an 
aggressive band of television preachers and extremist 
radio personalities, the Religious Right set its sights on 
demolishing the wall of separation between church and 
state. The Reverend Barry Lynn is a devout Christian, 
but he argues that politicians need to stop looking to 
the Bible to justify their actions and should consult 
another source instead: the U.S. Constitution. 

First Freedom 
First: A Citizen's 
Guide to 
Protecting 
Religious Liberty 
and Separation of 
Church and State

Barry 
Lynn & 
C. 
Welton 
Gaddy

The United States is the most religiously diverse nation 
in the world, due in large part to the clauses of the First 
Amendment that guarantee freedom for and from 
religion. But as we debate displaying Christmas trees 
at city hall and the Ten Commandments in the 
courthouse, we must ask: in what other ways is our 
religious liberty being compromised. In First Freedom 
First, with clear language and recognizable examples, 
two of the most trusted voices on church-state 
separation address head-on the many areas where 
religion and politics overlap, with consequences for all 
Americans.

The Right to 
Religious Liberty: 
The Basic ACLU 
Guide to 
Religious Rights

Barry 
Lynn, 
Marc D. 
Stern, 
and 
Oliver 
S. 
Thomas

This revised and updated edition of The Right to 
Religious Liberty sets forth an individual’s religious 
rights under present law, offering suggestions as to 
how they can be preserved and protected. (A bit 
dated-1995- but otherwise a good resource)

  Journal of 
Church and State

Baylor 
Universi
ty

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Pray the Gay 
Away: The 
Extraordinary 
Lives of Bible 
Belt Gays

Bernade
tte 
Barton

While some areas of the Unites States have made 
tremendous progress in securing rights for gay people, 
Bible Belt states lag behind. In Pray the Gay Away, 
Bernadette Barton argues that conventions of small 
town life, rules which govern Southern manners, and 
the power wielded by Christian institutions serve as a 
foundation for both passive and active homophobia in 
the Bible Belt. She explores how conservative 
Christian ideology reproduces homophobic attitudes 
and shares how Bible Belt gays negotiate these 
attitudes in their daily lives. Drawing on the remarkable 
stories of Bible Belt gays, Barton brings to the fore 
their thoughts, experiences and hard-won insights to 
explore the front lines of our national culture war over 
marriage, family, hate crimes, and equal rights. 

To Serve God 
and Wal-Mart: 
The Making of 
Christian Free 
Enterprise

Bethany 
Ellen 
Moreton

In the decades after World War II, evangelical 
Christianity nourished America’s devotion to free 
markets, free trade, and free enterprise. The history of 
Wal-Mart uncovers a complex network that united Sun 
Belt entrepreneurs, evangelical employees, Christian 
business students, overseas missionaries, and free-
market activists. Through the stories of people linked 
by the world’s largest corporation, Bethany Moreton 
shows how a Christian service ethos powered 
capitalism at home and abroad.

Moral Minority: 
Our Skeptical 
Founding Fathers

Brooke 
Allen

In her lively refutation of modern claims about 
America's religious origins, Brooke Allen looks back at 
the late eighteenth century and shows decisively that 
the United States was founded not on Christian 
principles at all but on Enlightenment ideas. Moral 
Minority presents a powerful case that the unique legal 
framework the Founding Fathers created was 
designed according to the humanist ideals of 
Enlightenment thinkers: God entered the picture only 
as a very minor player, and Jesus Christ was 
conspicuous by his absence. The guiding spirit of the 
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. 
Constitution, Ms. Allen explains, was not Jesus Christ 
but John Locke. In direct and accessible prose, she 
provides fascinating chapters on the religious lives of 
the six men she considers the key Founding Fathers: 
Franklin, Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, and Hamilton. Far from being the 
conventional pious Christians we too often imagine, 
these men were skeptical intellectuals, in some cases 
not even Christians at all.

The Battle over 
School Prayer: 
How Engel v. 
Vitale Changed 
America

Bruce J. 
Dierenfi
eld

Bruce Dierenfield has written a concise and readable 
guide to the first and still most important case that 
addressed the constitutionality of prayer in public 
schools. The 22-word recitation in a Long Island school 
that was challenged in Engel v. Vitale was hardly 
denominational not even overtly Christian but a handful 
of parents saw it as a violation of the First 
Amendment's proscription again the establishment of 
religion. The case forced the Supreme Court to take a 
stand on Jefferson's "wall of separation" between 
church and state. When it did so, the Court declared 
that by endorsing the prayer recitation no matter how 
brief, non-denominational, or voluntary the Long Island 
school board had unconstitutionally approved the 
establishment of religion in school. Writing with 
impeccable fairness and sensitivity, Dierenfield sets his 
account of the Engel decision in the larger historical 
and political context, citing battles over a wide range of 
religious activities in public schools throughout 
American history. Through interviews with many of the 
participants, he also reveals the large price paid by the 
plaintiffs and their children, who were frequently 
harassed both during and after the trial. 

Religious 
Fundamentalisms 
and the Human 
Rights of Women

C. 
Howlan
d

Dialogue on the conflict between religious 
fundamentalism and women's rights is often stymied 
by an 'all or nothing' approach: fundamentalists claim 
of absolute religious freedom, while some feminists 
dismiss religion entirely as being so imbued with 
patriarchy as to be eternally opposed to women's 
rights. This ignores, though, the experiences of 
religious women who suffer under fundamentalism and 
fight to resist it, perceiving themselves to be at once 
religious and feminist. In Religious Fundamentalisms 
and the Human Rights of Women , Howland provides a 
forum for these different scholars, both religious and 
nonreligious, to meet and seek common ground in their 
fight against fundamentalism. Through an examination 
of international human rights, national law, grass roots 
activism, and theology, this volume explores the acute 
problems that contemporary fundamentalist 
movements pose for women's equality and liberty 
rights.

Liars for Jesus: 
The Religious 
Right's Alternate 
Version of 
American History

Chris 
Rodda

Liars for Jesus debunks many of the historical lies 
invented and used by the Christian nationalist history 
revisionists in their efforts to further their far right 
political agenda and destroy the wall of separation 
between church and state in America. Liars for Jesus 
is not a book about religion. It is a history book, 
presenting and fully documenting the true stories and 
historical facts that are distorted in the "Christian 
nation" pseudo-history promoted by the religious right.

Wrapped in the 
Flag

Claire 
Conner

Claire Conner’s award-winning memoir, Wrapped in 
the Flag (Beacon Press 2013, 2014) weaves her  
intimate personal stories with the history of the 1960s, 
70s, and 80s. She chronicles her parents’ obsession 
with radical right-wing politics embodied in the John 
Birch Society, the most powerful  anti-Communist, anti-
government, populist movement of the 20th century

Nonbeliever 
Nation: The Rise 
of Secular 
Americans

David 
Niose

Today, one in five Americans are nonbelievers―a 
rapidly growing group at a time when traditional 
Christian churches are dwindling in numbers. Still we 
see almost none of them openly serving in elected 
office, while many others continue to loudly proclaim 
the falsehood of America as a Christian nation. David 
Niose calls for nonreligious Americans from all 
backgrounds to step out of the shadows and signal 
their opposition to the long-dominant Religious Right. 
Exploring all the hot-button issues that divide the 
country―from gay marriage to education policy to 
contentious church-state battles―he shows how 
Secular Americans―a group comprised not just of 
atheists and agnostics, but lapsed Catholics, secular 
Jews, and millions of others who have walked away 
from organized religion―are mobilizing and forming 
groups all over the country (even atheist clubs in Bible-
belt high schools) to challenge the exaltation of religion 
in American politics and public life. 

Original Intent: 
Chief Justice 
Rehnquist and 
the Course of 
American 
Church/State 
Relations

Derek 
Davis

Contemporary debate in the area of church/state 
relations centers around the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment: "Congress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of religion [the 
Establishment Clause] or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof [the Free Exercise Clause]." Original Intent is a 
readable and objective summary of the views of Chief 
Justice Rehnquist and an enlightening treatise on the 
future of church/state relations in America.

Roger Williams: 
Prophet of Liberty

Edwin 
C. 
Gaustad

Roger Williams chronicles the life of one of the most 
remarkable forefathers in American history. A true 
revolutionary, this devout Puritan championed Native 
American rights; wrote treatises on equal rights, flag 
desecration, and the separation of church and state; 
established the first American settlement based on 
total religious toleration--and he lived more than a 
century before independence, when America was still a 
vast wilderness! Williams went on to adopt adult 
baptism and founded the first Baptist church in 
America. He became president of Rhode Island colony 
in 1654, served as captain in the defense of 
Providence during King Philip's War, and continued to 
write and preach passionately for religious tolerance 
and Native American rights until his death in 1683.

Proclaim Liberty 
Throughout the 
Land: A History of 
Church and State 
in America

Edwin 
Gaustad

In this volume, one of the most distinguished scholars 
of American religious history traces the complicated 
relationship of church and state from the early colonial 
period, through the unique American experiment in 
religious liberty after the Revolution, to the ongoing 
debate over religious issues in our schools and 
communities. Edwin Gaustad relates entertaining and 
edifying accounts of headline-grabbing court trials 
involving polygamy, witchcraft, and church taxation. He 
quotes moving passages from the speeches and 
writings of American Presidents and Supreme Court 
justices to prove that, to paraphrase Michelangelo, 
"religious liberty is made up of a series of trifles, but 
religious liberty is no trifle."

Faith of the 
Founders: 
Religion and the 
New Nation, 
1776-1826

Edwin 
S. 
Gaustad

Edwin Gaustad provides a careful consideration of the 
developing relationship between religion and the state 
after the American Revolution. With concise focus on 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, 
George Washington, and John Adams, Gaustad 
identifies seven varying―sometimes 
contrary―perspectives on religion that guided the 
nation's founders. Faith of the Founders shows how 
these figures possessed an intuitive understanding of 
religion that helped nourish a young country. This brief 
but insightful book offers a look into the founding 
fathers' genius―and points to a way forward through 
the ideological boundaries that threaten to upend the 
daily doings of American government today.

With God on 
Their Side: How 
Christian 
Fundamentalists 
Trampled 
Science, Policy 
and Democracy 
in George W. 
Bush's White 
House

Esther 
Kaplan

When asked which single issue most affected their 
vote in the last presidential election, more than one in 
five Americans said “moral values”—and 78 percent of 
these voters chose to reelect President George W. 
Bush. As Esther Kaplan shows in her richly detailed 
investigation, it’s no wonder the Christian right voted 
for Bush in droves—their loyal support in 2000 
produced fantastic results. While organizations that 
offer abortion counseling and services or help to 
prevent HIV see their funds cut, church groups receive 
millions in federal dollars to promote sexual abstinence 
and marriage (provided, of course, it is heterosexual). 
Bush has appointed a Christian right dream team to 
the federal courts, dedicated to tearing down what one 
such judge calls “the so-called separation of church 
and state. Religious zeal even shapes Bush’s foreign 
policy, as Christian belief in the end times spurs the 
administration’s support for hard-line policies in Israel.

Evolution vs. 
Creationism

Eugenie 
C. Scott

More than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the 
debate over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.

The Separation 
of Church and 
State: Writings on 
a Fundamental 
Freedom by 
America's 
Founders

Forrest 
Church

A primer of essential writings about one of the 
cornerstones of our democracy by the original authors 
of the Constitution, edited by preeminant liberal 
theologian Forrest Church. Americans will never stop 
debating the question of church-state separation, and 
such debates invariably lead back to the nation’s 
beginnings and the founders’ intent. The Separation of 
Church and State presents a basic collection of the 
founders’ teachings on this topic. This concise primer 
gets past the rhetoric that surrounds the current 
debate, placing the founders’ vivid writings on religious 
liberty in historical perspective. Edited and with running 
commentary by Forrest Church, this important 
collection informs anyone curious about the original 
blueprint for our country and its government.

Separation of 
Church and 
State: Founding 
Principle of 
Religious Liberty

Frank 
Lambert

Frank Lambert tackles the central claims of the 
Religious Right "historians" who insist that America 
was conceived as a "Christian State," that modern-day 
"liberals" and "secularists" have distorted and/or 
ignored the place of religion in American history, and 
that the phrase "the separation of church and state" 
does not appear in any of the founding documents and 
is, therefore, a myth created by the Left. He discusses 
what separates "bad" history from "good" history, and 
concludes that the self-styled "historians" of the 
Religious Right create a "useful past" that enlists the 
nation's founders on behalf of present-day 
conservative religious and political causes. The result 
of a politicized religious history exposes the Religious 
Right "history" as fabrications and half-truths. In fact, 
one of the foundational principles of the Constitution is 
that of separation as the key to safeguarding freedom: 
separation of powers, separation of federal and state 
governments, and separation of church and state.

Religious 
Expression and 
the American 
Constitution

Frankly
n 
Haiman

In the current environment and fervor for “homeland 
security,” personal freedoms in exchange for security 
are coming under more scrutiny. Among these 
guaranteed freedoms are the protection of religious 
expression given by the U.S. Constitution and the 
constitutional prohibitions against behaviors that 
violate the separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.

Eternal Hostility: 
The Struggle 
Between 
Theocracy and 
Democracy

Frederic
k 
Clarkso
n

What is behind the violence against abortion clinics, 
attacks on gays and lesbians and the growing power of 
the religious right? Frederick Clarkson makes it clear 
that beyond the bombers and assassins who 
sometimes make news, is a growing, if not well 
understood, movement that encompasses Pat 
Robertson's Christian Coalition, the Unification Church 
of Sun Myung Moon and the Promise Keepers--the 
lead agency of the so-called Christian men's 
movement. Clarkson exposes the wild card of the 
"theology of vigilantism" which urges the enforcement 
of "God's law" and argues for fundamentalist revolution 
against constitutional democracy. 

Setting the 
Record Straight: 
Response to 
Misconceptions 
About Public 
Education in the 
US

Gerald 
Bracey

Gerald Bracey knows there are three kinds of lies in 
education policy: lies, damned lies, and the statistics 
that reactionary reformers tout as evidence in favor of 
dismantling our public schools. In this second and 
substantially updated edition of the hard-hitting Setting 
the Record Straight, Bracey goes toe-to-toe with the 
opponents of quality public education. You'll learn how 
to discredit them in your own discussions by using the 
very logic and statistical analyses they purport to have 
on their side. In this series of smart, forceful analyses, 
Bracey homes in on specific topics like vouchers, 
school funding, and comparisons to international test 
scores, themes around which agitators have created a 
host of mythological American school failures from the 
flimsiest of evidence. Each essay begins with a 
question you might commonly hear in conversation 
about these alleged shortcomings, to which Bracey 
provides a brief, sound- byte-ready rebuttal. Then he 
follows it up with a full-length explanation, replete with 
statistical data and talking points that fully support his 
assertions-and silence those who would undermine 
education with disinformation.

Not in Our 
Classrooms

Glenn 
Branch 
& 
Eugenie 
C. Scott

Where did the concept of intelligent design originate? 
How does it connect with, and conflict with, various 
religious beliefs? Should we teach the controversy 
itself in our science classrooms? In clear and lively 
essays, a team of experts answers these questions 
and many more, describing the history of the intelligent 
design movement and the lack of scientific support for 
its claims. Most importantly, the contributors—
authorities on the scientific, legal, educational, and 
theological problems of intelligent design-speak 
specifically to teachers and parents about the need to 
defend the integrity of science education by keeping 
intelligent design out of science curriculums. 

Lowering the 
Wall: Religion 
and the Supreme 
Court in the 
1980s

Gregg 
Ivers

Convinced that church-state law under the Supreme 
Court during the 1980s took "a giant-and unwelcome 
step--backward," Gregg Ivers's book explores the 
changing relationship between religion and the state. 
Those looking for a neutral account of this relationship 
should look elsewhere. This book, commissioned by 
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, is a liberal's 
response to use of the courts by "[r]eligious 
conservatives, encouraged by the election of Ronald 
Reagan," to create a "broad wave of conservative 
religious populism" in pursuit of school prayer, financial 
assistance for parochial institutions and equal access 
to public school facilities for student religious clubs.

The Oxford 
Companion to the 
Supreme Court of 
the United States

Hall, 
Kermit L

Not about church and state, but a great resource book 
on the Court.

The Journal of 
Law and Religion

Hamline 
Universi
ty Law 
School

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Religion on Trial: 
How Supreme 
Court Trends 
Threaten 
Freedom of 
Conscience in 
America

Hammo
nd, 
Philip 
E., 
David 
W. 
Machac
ek and 
Eric 
Michael 
Mazur

A powerful indictment of the current Supreme Court, 
arguing the regressive justices are not faithful to the 
Constitution and thereby endanger religious freedom.

The Godless 
Constitution: The 
Case Against 
Religious 
Correctness

Isaac 
Krammi
k & R. 
Lawrenc
e Moore

The Godless Constitution is an urgent and timely 
reexamination of the roots of church-state separation 
in American politics - and a ringing refutation of the 
misguided claims of the religious right. In this important 
polemic two distinguished scholars of American 
political ideas and religion refute this dangerous 
attempt to introduce what they term "religious 
correctness" into our politics, by reminding us that the 
absence of any mention of God in the Constitution was 
a conscious action on the framers' part, intended to 
prevent the bloody religious controversies that so 
marked European history. They also emphasize that 
church-state separation was seen as a guarantee of - 
not a hindrance to - religions liberty. Fully respecting 
the importance of religion in the public sphere, yet 
forthright in defining proper limits, The Godless 
Constitution offers a bracing return to the first 
principles of American democracy - and a guide to 
keeping them intact in the forthcoming presidential 
campaign.

Holy Hullabaloos: 
A Road Trip to 
the Battlegrounds 
of the Church-
State Wars

J. D. 
Wexler

After ten years spent riddling over the intricacies of 
church/state law from the ivory tower, law professor 
Jay Wexler decided it was high time to hit the road to 
learn what really happened in some of the most 
controversial Supreme Court cases involving this hot-
button issue. In Holy Hullabaloos, he takes us along for 
the ride, crossing the country to meet the people and 
visit the places responsible for landmark decisions in 
recent judicial history, from a high school football field 
where fans once recited prayers before kickoff to a 
Santeria church notorious for animal sacrifice, from a 
publicly funded Muslim school to a creationist 
museum. Wexler's no-holds-barred approach to 
investigating famous church/state brouhahas is as 
funny as it is informative.

Far Right 
Fantasy: A 
Sociology of 
American 
Religion and 
Politics

James 
Aho

Far-Right Fantasy is a straight-forward, jargon-free 
study of contemporary American right-wing extremism. 
The book addresses the strengths and weaknesses of 
the standard psycho-social-cultural explanations of far-
right activism. It shows how extremists are similar 
educationally and psychologically to their more 
conventional neighbors; that they get into the 
movement in the same way that others become peace 
activists or radical environmentalists, namely, through 
their ties with fellow workers and church-goers, family 
members, and classmates; and that their views are 
given a patina of certainty by being repeatedly 
corroborated within closed, non-contaminated 
communication systems. 

Religion and the 
State: Essays in 
Honor of Leo 
Pfeffer

James 
E. Wood 
Jr.

These essays examine major themes affecting religion 
and the state in a free society and the interaction of 
religion and world order. While concern is given to the 
historical and judicial context of the Establishment and 
Free Exercise Clauses of the First Amendment, special 
attention is given to contemporary church-state 
problems in American life. In addition, the volume 
analyzes alternatives to church-state relations outside 
the United States and freedom of religion in the 
international advance of human rights.

Supreme 
Conflict: The 
Inside Story of 
the Struggle for 
Control of the 
United States 
Supreme Court

Jan 
Crawfor
d 
Greenb
urg

Drawing on unprecedented access to the Supreme 
Court justices themselves and their inner circles, 
acclaimed ABC News legal correspondent Jan 
Crawford Greenburg offers an explosive newsbreaking 
account of one of the most momentous political 
watersheds in American history. From the series of 
Republican nominations that proved deeply frustrating 
to conservatives to the decades of bruising battles that 
led to the rise of Justices Roberts and Alito, this is the 
authoritative story of the conservative effort to shift the 
direction of the high court—a revelatory look at one of 
the central fronts of America's culture wars by one of 
the most widely respected experts on the subject.

The Nine: Inside 
the Secret World 
of the Supreme 
Court

Jeffrey 
Toobin

In The Nine, acclaimed journalist Jeffrey Toobin takes 
us into the chambers of the most important—and 
secret—legal body in our country, the Supreme Court, 
revealing the complex dynamic among the nine people 
who decide the law of the land. An institution at a 
moment of transition, the Court now stands at a crucial 
point, with major changes in store on such issues as 
abortion, civil rights, and church-state relations. Based 
on exclusive interviews with the justices and with a 
keen sense of the Court’s history and the trajectory of 
its future, Jeffrey Toobin creates in The Nine a riveting 
story of one of the most important forces in American 
life today. (2008)

Roger Williams 
and the Creation 
of the American 
Soul: Church, 
State and the 
Birth of Liberty

John M. 
Barry

For four hundred years, Americans have wrestled with 
and fought over two concepts that define the nature of 
the nation: the proper relation between church and 
state and between a free individual and the state. 
These debates began with the extraordinary thought 
and struggles of Roger Williams, who had an 
unparalleled understanding of the conflict between a 
government that justified itself by "reason of state"-i.e. 
national security-and its perceived "will of God" and the 
"ancient rights and liberties" of individuals. Acclaimed 
historian John M. Barry explores the development of 
these fundamental ideas through the story of the man 
who was the first to link religious freedom to individual 
liberty, and who created in America the first 
government and society on earth informed by those 
beliefs. 

Religious Liberty 
and the Secular 
State

John M. 
Swomle
y

This book exposes the Supreme Court's erosion of the 
Establishment Clause while emphasizing the Free 
Exercise Clause. Swomley also explores civil religion, 
secular humanism, and the current counter-revolution 
against separation of church and state led by some 
religious and political conservatives who would profit 
from government aid. He also lists the benefits 
churches would realize under a secular government.

Religion and the 
American 
Constitutional 
Experiment: 
Essential Rights 
and Liberties

John 
Witte, 
Jr.

The third edition of this classic book provides a 
comprehensive, multidisciplinary overview of the 
history, theory, law, and comparative analysis of 
American religious liberty from the earliest colonial 
period through the most recent Supreme Court cases. 
The authors present balanced, accessible discussions 
of controversial issues, such as funding religious 
schools and charities and displaying religious symbols 
on government property. 

The Last 
Freedom: 
Religion from the 
Public School to 
the Public Square

Joseph 
P.Vitterit
i

The presidency of George W. Bush has polarized the 
church-state debate as never before. The Far Right 
has been emboldened to use religion to govern, while 
the Far Left has redoubled its efforts to evict religion 
from public life entirely. In The Last Freedom, Joseph 
Viteritti argues that there is a basic tension between 
religion and democracy because religion often rejects 
compromise as a matter of principle while democracy 
requires compromise to thrive. Viteritti argues that 
Americans must guard against debasing politics with 
either antireligious bigotry or religious zealotry. 
Drawing on politics, history, and law, he defines a new 
approach to the church-state question that protects the 
religious and the secular alike. Challenging much 
conventional opinion, Viteritti argues that the courts 
have failed to adequately protect religious minorities, 
that the rights of the religious are under greater threat 
than those of the secular, and that democracy exacts 
greater compromises and sacrifices from the religious 
than it does from the secular.

The Good News 
Club: The 
Christian Right's 
Stealth Assault 
on America's 
Children

Katherin
e 
Stewart

In 2009, the Good News Club came to the public 
elementary school where journalist Katherine Stewart 
sent her children. The Club, which is sponsored by the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, bills itself as an after-
school program of “Bible study.” But Stewart soon 
discovered that the Club’s real mission is to convert 
children to fundamentalist Christianity and encourage 
them to proselytize to their “unchurched” peers, all the 
while promoting the natural but false impression 
among the children that its activities are endorsed by 
the school. Astonished to discover that the U.S. 
Supreme Court has deemed this—and other forms of 
religious activity in public schools—legal, Stewart set 
off on an investigative journey to dozens of cities and 
towns across the nation to document the impact. In this 
book she demonstrates that there is more religion in 
America’s public schools today than there has been for 
the past 100 years. The movement driving this agenda 
is stealthy. It is aggressive. It has our children in its 
sights. And its ultimate aim is to destroy the system of 
public education as we know it.

American 
Theocracy: The 
Peril and Politics 
of Radical 
Religion, Oil, and 
Borrowed Money 
in the 21st 
Century

Kevin 
Phillips

Phillips takes an uncompromising view of the current 
age of global overreach, fundamentalist religion, 
diminishing resources, and ballooning debt under the 
GOP majority. With an eye to the past and a searing 
vision of the future, Phillips confirms what too many 
Americans are still unwilling to admit about the depth 
of our misgovernment.

The 
Fundamentals of 
Extremism: The 
Christian Right in 
America

Kimberl
y Blaker

The politics, educational policies, and social values 
perpetuated by Christian fundamentalists are exposed 
in this critical perspective on the religious right's role in 
American society. Statistics and studies of the 
movement are offered that provide insight into the 
causes and characteristics of fundamentalism and its 
effects on minority groups including women, children, 
African Americans, gays, and lesbians. Essays from a 
variety of authors consider the path to theocracy, the 
effect of the theology of inerrancy on politics, and the 
state of fundamentalism in the United States after the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Creationism on 
Trial: Evolution 
and God at Little 
Rock

Langdo
n Gilkey

Creationism on Trial is Gilkey's blow-by-blow account 
of his experiences as a witness for the ACLU at the 
1981 creationist trial in Little Rock, AR.

The Devil in 
Dover: An 
Insider's Story of 
Dogma v. Darwin 
in Small Town 
America

Lauri 
Lebo

Local newspaper reporter Lauri Lebo was handed the 
story of a lifetime when the Dover (Pennsylvania) 
School Board adopted a measure to require its ninth-
grade biology students to learn about intelligent 
design. In a case that recalled the famed 1925 Scopes 
“monkey” trial and made international headlines, 
eleven parents sued the school board. When the case 
wound up in federal court before a George W. Bush–
appointed judge, Lebo had a front-row seat. Lebo 
skillfully probes the compelling background of the 
case, introducing us to the plaintiffs, the defendants, 
the lawyers, and a parade of witnesses, along with 
Judge John E. Jones, who would eventually condemn 
the school board’s decision as one of “breathtaking 
inanity.” With the antievolution battle having moved to 
the state level—and the recent passage of state 
legislation that protects the right of schools to teach 
alternatives to evolution—the story will continue to be 
relevant for years to come.

Religion, State 
and the Burger 
Court

Leo 
Pfeffer

In Religion, State and the Burger Court, Leo Pfeffer, 
the leading authority on church/state law, presents a 
trenchant analysis of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court under Chief Justice Warren E. Burger, focusing 
on the Court's interpretation of the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments. These amendments that guarantee the 
separation of church and state and the free exercise of 
religion are fundamental to the unique character of 
democracy as it exists in the United States. However, 
the distinction between affairs of state and the 
concerns of organized religion has become blurred.

The 
Establishment 
Clause, Religion 
and the First 
Amendment

Leonard 
W. Levy

Leonard Levy's classic work examines the 
circumstances that led to the writing of the 
establishment clause of the First Amendment: 
'Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion. . . .' He argues that, contrary 
to popular belief, the framers of the Constitution 
intended to prohibit government aid to religion even on 
an impartial basis. He thus refutes the view of 
'nonpreferentialists,' who interpret the clause as 
allowing such aid provided that the assistance is not 
restricted to a preferred church. For this new edition, 
Levy has added to his original arguments and 
incorporated much new material, including an analysis 
of Jefferson's ideas on the relationship between church 
and state and a discussion of the establishment clause 
cases brought before the Supreme Court since the 
book was originally published in 1986.

God vs The 
Gavel: Religion 
and the Rule of 
Law

Marci 
Hamilto
n

God vs. the Gavel challenges the pervasive 
assumption that all religious conduct deserves 
constitutional protection. While religious conduct 
provides many benefits to society, it is not always 
benign. The thesis of the book is that anyone who 
harms another person should be governed by the laws 
that govern everyone else - and truth be told, religion is 
capable of great harm.

The Search for 
Christian America

Mark 
Noll., 
Nathan 
O. 
Hatch 
and 
George 
M. 
Marsde
n

The Search for Christian America" explores key 
questions raised by the movement asserting the 
Christian heritage of the U.S. and calling for its 
recovery. Through careful historical and contemporary 
analysis, the authors address such issues as: how 
much Christian action is required to make a whole 
society Christian; Puritan New England as case study; 
Christian principles vs. baptised ideology in the 
Revolutionary period; the stumbling block of incorrect 
views of America's history for effective Christian 
involvement in critical public issues; the relationship of 
Christian convictions to political or social agendas; 
learning to think historically as a guard against 
shortsighted or simplistic approaches.

The Myth of 
Christian 
America: What 
You Need to 
Know About the 
Separation of 
Church and State

Mark 
Weldon 
Whitten

Written in an accessible, popular style, Whitten 
provides sound scholarship in defense of the 
exposition of constitutional church-state separation.

Liberty and 
Conscience

Martha 
Nussba
um

The respect for religious difference has formed the 
bedrock of our nation and made equality possible. Yet 
today we are told that “moral values”—code for a 
government shaped by religious concerns—must be 
the keystone of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.

A Wall of 
Separation? 
Debating the 
Public Role of 
Religion

Mary C. 
Segers 
& Ted 
G. Jelen

Should the wall of separation between church and 
state be permeable or inviolable? This question has 
been hotly contested since the nation's founding and 
contentious debates persist today. With a collection of 
the most significant documents and an introduction by 
Clarke E. Cochran that provides the historical context 
of the debate, prominent scholars Mary Segers and 
Ted Jelen debate the impact of organized religion on 
the democratic process, examine its influence on 
political discourse, and discuss its significance for the 
creation of public policy. The authors illuminate the 
constitutional implications of using religion to cultivate 
public morality and discuss the complexities of creating 
a civic-minded citizenry in a pluralistic society.

Religious 
Freedom and the 
Supreme Court

Melissa 
Rogers, 
and 
Steven 
K. 
Green

A completely recast, updated, version of Robert T. 
Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward Benevolent 
Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme Court, 
listed belowA completely recast, updated, version of 
Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward 
Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme 
Court, listed belowA completely recast, updated, 
version of Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, 
Toward Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the 
Supreme Court, listed below

That's Not What 
They Meant! 
Reclaiming 
America's 
Founding Fathers 
from the Right 
Wing

Michael 
Austin

 In That's Not What They Meant! Professor Michael 
Austin examines dozens of books, articles, speeches, 
and radio broadcasts by such figures as Glenn Beck, 
Mark Levin, Sean Hannity, Larry Schweikart, and 
David Barton to expose the deep historical flaws in 
their use of America's founding history. In contrast to 
their misleading method of citing proof texts to serve a 
narrow agenda, Austin allows the Founding Fathers to 
speak for themselves, situating all quotations in the 
proper historical context. What emerges is a true 
historical picture of men who often disagreed with one 
another on such crucial issues as federal power, 
judicial review, and the separation of church and state. 
As Austin shows, the real legacy of the Founding 
Fathers to us is a political process: a system of 
disagreement, debate, and compromise that has kept 
democracy vibrant in America for more than two 
hundred years. Austin's carefully researched and 
rigorously argued book is essential reading for anyone 
seeking the accurate historical background to many of 
the hot-button political debates of today.

The Religious 
Roots of the First 
Amendment: 
Dissenting 
Protestants and 
the Separation of 
Church and State

Nichola
s P. 
Miller

Traditional understandings of the genesis of the 
separation of church and state rest on assumptions 
about "Enlightenment" and the republican ethos of 
citizenship. In The Religious Roots of the First 
Amendment, Nicholas P. Miller does not seek to 
dislodge that interpretation but to augment and enrich 
it by recovering its cultural and discursive religious 
contexts--specifically the discourse of Protestant 
dissent. He argues that commitments by certain 
dissenting Protestants to the right of private judgment 
in matters of Biblical interpretation, an outgrowth of the 
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, helped 
promote religious disestablishment in the early modern 
West. Miller shows that the separation of church and 
state can be read, most persuasively, as the triumph of 
a particular strand of Protestant nonconformity-that 
which stretched back to the Puritan separatist and the 
Restoration sects, rather than to those, like 
Presbyterians, who sought to replace the "wrong" 
church establishment with their own, "right" one. 

The Creator in 
the Courtroom: 
"Scopes II": The 
1981 Arkansas 
Creation-
Evolution Trial

Norman 
Geisler

Written by a creationist, this book is an account of the 
Scopes trial from that perspective, and argues that the 
judge in the case was prejudiced agains creationism 
from the very beginning. 

Storm Center: 
The Supreme 
Court in 
American Politics

O’Brien, 
David M

A terrific introduction to the history and particularly the 
workings of the Supreme Court, although it has very 
little specifically about church and state

God on Trial: 
Dispatches from 
America's 
Religious 
Battlefields

Peter 
Irons

Over the past two decades, federal courts have 
become contentious battlefields in America's growing 
religious wars. Since 1989, five momentous court 
cases have divided communities and the nation. Peter 
Irons, a noted constitutional scholar, lawyer, and author 
of the bestselling May It Please the Court, delivers a 
compelling narrative accompanied by first-person 
accounts from both sides of the fight in these historic 
cases. 

Living the 
Secular Life

Phil 
Zucker
man

Drawing on innovative sociological research, Living the 
Secular Life illuminates this demographic shift with the 
moral convictions that govern secular individuals, 
offering crucial information for the religious and 
nonreligious alike. Living the Secular Life reveals that, 
despite opinions to the contrary, nonreligious 
Americans possess a unique moral code that allows 
them to effectively navigate the complexities of modern 
life. Spiritual self-reliance, clear-eyed pragmatism, and 
an abiding faith in the Golden Rule to adjudicate moral 
decisions: these common principles are shared across 
secular society. Living the Secular Life demonstrates 
these principles in action and points to their usage 
throughout daily life.

Thy Kingdom 
Come: How the 
Religious Right 
Distorts Faith and 
Threatens 
America

Randall 
Balmer

For much of American history, evangelicalism was 
aligned with progressive political causes-the abolition 
of slavery, universal suffrage, and public education. 
But contemporary conservative activists have 
defaulted on this majestic legacy, embracing instead 
an agenda virtually indistinguishable from the 
Republican Party platform. How has evangelical 
Christianity become so entrenched in partisan politics? 
Randall Balmer, an evangelical Christian and a 
historian of American religion, deftly combines 
ethnographic research, theological reflections, and 
historical context to examine the nature of the 
Religious Right today-and offers a rallying cry for 
liberal Christians to reclaim the noble traditions of their 
faith.

First Freedom: 
The Fight for 
Religious Liberty

Randall 
Balmer, 
Lee 
Grogerg 
& Mark 
Mabry

In the sweltering summer of 1789, James Madison 
penned sixteen words in spare prose that became the 
First Amendment to the United States Constitution. 
Herein the founding fathers of a young government 
pledged separation of church and state, thus 
guaranteeing religious freedom for its citizens and 
establishing a free marketplace for religion in the 
United States. Utterly unprecedented in Western 
history, this construction of a government without the 
interlocking authority of religion set a new course for 
faith and politics and has produced a vibrant religious 
culture unmatched anywhere in the world. First 
Freedom details the progression of religious liberty 
from pilgrims and Puritans to the creation of the Bill of 
Rights and how it shaped a new nation. 

Close Encounters 
with the Religious 
Right: Journeys 
into the Twilight 
Zone of Religion 
and Politics

Rob 
Boston

What does Pat Robertson's Christian Coalition really 
want? What secret agenda lies behind radio counselor 
James Dobson's Focus on the Family? Who are the 
Promise Keepers and what are their ultimate goals? 
Why do so many leaders of the religious right engage 
in gay bashing? What would these groups do to our 
public school system, or to our government, if they 
were in power? Close Encounters with the Religious 
Right takes you behind the scenes to answer these 
questions and gives the reader a rare glimpse of a 
world the average American may not even realize 
exists.

James Madison 
on Religious 
Liberty

Robert 
Alley

This long-overdue volume is the only one of its kind 
containing all of Madison's religious writings, as well as 
new contributions by leading scholars. Madison's 
writings assume even more importance to thoughtful 
Americans as the Supreme Court continues to decide 
issues of school prayer, and as the Moral Majority tries 
to desecularize American public and private life. 
Imagine an America without the Bill of Rights, without 
the Constitution. This image of our nation, existing 
without these two foundations of freedom, justice, and 
inquiry, assaults the imagination, for these two 
documents are the fuel that runs the republic. What is 
even more remarkable is that their primary author was 
one man - James Madison.

The Most 
Dangerous Man 
in America? 

Robert 
Boston

Televangelist Pat Robertson has built one of the most 
powerful religious-political movements in American 
history. His Christian Coalition - with its '700 Club' 
broadcasting fundamentalism tinged with right-wing 
politics to an audience of millions, its American Center 
for Law and Justice legal action group attempting to 
impose far-right Christian ideas via the courts, and the 
growing number of graduates from its Regents 
University - wields a mighty sword within the 
Republican party in at least 25 states while GOP 
national leaders and presidential hopefuls court its 
favour. Despite his power, many Americans are not 
aware of Robertson's extreme political views or his 
goals for the United States. This book examines the 
role Robertson plays in contemporary politics and his 
efforts to influence American society through his 
various political organisations, businesses, and 
broadcast empire.

Why the 
Religious Right is 
Wrong about 
Separation of 
Church and State

Robert 
Boston

Award-winning journalist Robert Boston lambastes the 
zealots of the Religious Right for spreading 
misinformation about the constitutional principle of the 
separation of church and state. Boston reveals how a 
band of ultraconservative religious groups with a 
political agenda - led primarily by televangelist Pat 
Robertson - is conducting a systematic war aginst the 
separation of church and state. The tactics of these 
groups are designed to exploit unfounded fears and 
turn the American people against the separationist 
principle. To expose the Religious Right's blatant 
distortions of U.S. history and correct its skewed 
analysis of legal rulings, Boston objectively reviews the 
evolution of church/state relations in the United States 
and looks at how the separation principle has been 
applied by the courts. He also examines efforts by 
sectarian groups to win government support for their 
schools, the school prayer issue, the history of the free 
exercise of religion, and the controversial role of 
religion in the public square.

Queering 
Christianity: 
Finding a Place 
at the Table for 
LGBTQI 
Christians

Robert 
E. 
Shore-
Goss et. 
Al.

Through essays by noted lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer or questioning, and intersex 
(LGBTQI) religion scholars, this important compilation 
summarizes the history and current status of LGBTQI 
theology, exploring its relationship to the policies, 
practices, and theology of traditional Christianity. 
Contributors contrast the "radically inclusive" thinking 
of LGBTQI theology with the "exclusivity" practiced by 
many Christian churches, explaining the reasoning of 
each and clarifying contentious issues. At the same 
time, the book highlights ways in which "queer" 
theology and practice benefit Christian congregations. 
Writing from the perspective of grassroots Christian 
LGBTQI movements, many of the contributors draw 
upon their own experiences. Equally important, the 
work creates the basis for dialogue between traditional 
churches and followers of LGBTQI theology, offering 
practical suggestions for Christian congregations that 
wish to put aside exclusionary policies and practices.

Toward 
Benevolent 
Neutrality: 
Church, State, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Robert 
Miller. 
and 
Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

Presents the text of virtually every significant Supreme 
Court decision concerning religious freedom and 
separation of church and state. Also included are 
essays interpreting the historical background and legal 
issues involved in each case, beginning with the 
principal events leading to the adoption of the First 
Amendment.

Without a Prayer: 
Religious 
Expression in 
Public Schools

Robert 
S. Alley

This is the first thorough examination of school prayer 
to bring together the experiences of parents and 
children involved in contesting public school 
sanctioned prayer and Bible reading. Alley explores the 
way in which terms like "nonpreferentialism," 
"toleration" and "accommodation" are being used to 
hide violations of the First Amendment. Personal 
interviews were conducted with those involved in 
seven prominent cases. Each story challenges 
communities that impose the mores and cultural 
patterns of religion on their public schools. The result, 
in most instances, has been angry protests as well as 
threats against parents and children, and/or property 
damage.

Red State 
Religion: Faith 
and Politics in 
America's 
Heartland

Robert 
Wuthno
w

In Red State Religion, Robert Wuthnow tells the story 
of religiously motivated political activism in Kansas 
from territorial days to the present. He examines how 
faith mixed with politics as both ordinary Kansans and 
leaders such as John Brown, Carrie Nation, William 
Allen White, and Dwight Eisenhower struggled over the 
pivotal issues of their times, from slavery and 
Prohibition to populism and anti-communism. Beyond 
providing surprising new explanations of why Kansas 
became a conservative stronghold, the book sheds 
new light on the role of religion in red states across the 
Midwest and the United States. Contrary to recent 
influential accounts, Wuthnow argues that Kansas 
conservatism is largely pragmatic, not ideological, and 
that religion in the state has less to do with politics and 
contentious moral activism than with relationships 
between neighbors, friends, and fellow churchgoers. 

The Necessity of 
Secularism

Ronald 
A. 
Lindsey

For the first time in human history, a significant 
percentage of the world’s population no longer 
believes in God. This is especially true in developed 
nations, where in some societies nonbelievers now 
outnumber believers. Unless religion collapses 
completely, or undergoes a remarkable resurgence, 
countries across the globe must learn to carefully and 
effectively manage this societal mix of religious and 
irreligious. For in a world already deeply riven by 
sectarian conflict, this unprecedented demographic 
shift presents yet another challenge to humanity. 
Writing in an engaging, accessible style, philosopher 
and lawyer Ronald A. Lindsay develops a tightly 
crafted argument for secularism—specifically, that in a 
religiously pluralistic society, a robust, thoroughgoing 
secularism is the only reliable means of preserving 
meaningful democracy and rights of conscience.

To Defend the 
Constitution: 
Religion, 
Conscientious 
Objection, 
Naturalization, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

The story of people who were denied citizenship 
because they were conscientious objectors to war and 
how they fought their battles in the Supreme Court.

That Godless 
Court? Supreme 
Court Decisions 
on Church-State 
Relationships

Ronald 
Flowers

The "religious clause" of the First Amendment, 
seemingly simple and clear, has been and continues to 
be controversial in its application. In this book, Flowers 
explains the Court's thinking, clarifying for readers the 
decisions that have been built on or that have altered 
previous positions.

The Majesty of 
the Law: 
Reflections of a 
Supreme Court 
Justice

Sandra 
Day 
O'Conn
or

Not about church and state, but a readable introduction 
to the Supreme Court, its procedures and some of the 
issues it faces. 

God's Profits: 
Faith, Fraud and 
the Republican 
Crusade for 
Values Voters

Sarah 
Posner

Keenly observed and meticulously reported, "God's 
Profits" examines the unholy alliance between a new 
breed of corrupt televangelists and the Republican 
Party, which is eagerly courting "values voters" in the 
nation's largest megachurches. Author Sarah Posner 
exposes the activities of Kenneth Copeland, John 
Hagee, Rod Parsley, T.D. Jakes, and other politically 
connected, skillfully marketed, and increasingly 
influential religious leaders. Preaching the "prosperity 
gospel"???the notion that faith and tithing alone can 
ensure financial security???both in their churches and 
over the airwaves, these charismatic leaders scam the 
gullible even as they enjoy unprecedented access to 
top Bush Administration officials. 

Sexual 
Orientation and 
Human Rights in 
American 
Religious 
Discourse

Saul M. 
Olyan & 
Martha 
C. 
Nussba
um

Sexual orientation is a topic of intense debate within 
America's religious traditions. These discussions have 
had a significant impact on the formation of public 
policy, as speakers who locate themselves squarely 
within religious traditions have articulated positions on 
both sides in recent arguments concerning gays in the 
military, civil rights protections for gays and lesbians, 
gay marriage, parenting and foster parenting, and 
benefits for partners of gay and lesbian employees of 
major corporations and institutions. This volume, which 
stems from a 1995 conference at Brown University, 
aims to promote both academic and public 
understanding of the different positions that exist on 
sexual orientation and its public policy dimensions 
within four major American religious traditions. Writers 
from within the Jewish community, the Roman Catholic 
church, Mainline Protestant churches, and African-
American churches explore the history and tradition of 
their communities on same-sex orientation, discuss the 
moral stance they advocate, and consider the legal 
and public policy implications of that stance. For each 
of these traditions, two opposing views are 
represented, and a respondent frames the issue in a 
larger context. The book concludes with essays by 
Michael McConnell and Andrew Koppelman exploring 
how our society might find a modus vivendi in a state 
position of neutrality on the moral status of 
homosexuality.

Attack of the 
Theocrats! How 
the Religious 
Right Harms Us 
All- And What We 
Can Do About It

Sean 
Fairclot
h

At no time in American history has the United States 
had such a high percentage of theocratic members of 
Congress--those who expressly endorse religious bias 
in law. Just as ominously, at no other time have 
religious fundamentalists effectively had veto power 
over one of the country's two major political parties. As 
Sean Faircloth argues, this has led to the crumbling of 
the country's most cherished founding principle--the 
wall separating church and state--and presages even 
more crumbling.

Ellery's Protest: 
How One Young 
Man Defied 
Tradition and 
Sparked the 
Battle Over 
School Prayer

Stephen 
D. 
Solomo
n

Tells the fascinating personal and legal drama of the 
Schempp case: the family’s struggle against the ugly 
reactions of neighbors, and the impassioned courtroom 
clashes as brilliant lawyers on both sides argued about 
the meaning of religious freedom. But Schempp was 
not the only case challenging religious exercises in the 
schools at the time, and Ellery’s Protest describes the 
race to the Supreme Court among the attorneys for 
four such cases. Solomon also explores the political, 
cultural, and religious roots of the controversy. 

The Bible, The 
School and the 
Constitution: The 
Clash that 
Shaped Modern 
Church-State 
Doctrine

Steven 
K. 
Green

Draws attention to an often overlooked nineteenth 
century that remains relevant to today's church-state 
debate
Offers historical as well as legal perspectives on a 
crucial episode in American history
Extensively documented from primary sources

Freethinkers: A 
History of 
American 
Secularism

Susan 
Jacoby

At a time when the separation of church and state is 
under attack as never before, Freethinkers offers a 
powerful defense of the secularist heritage that gave 
Americans the first government in the world founded 
not on the authority of religion but on the bedrock of 
human reason. In impassioned, elegant prose, 
celebrated author Susan Jacoby traces more than two 
hundred years of secularist activism, beginning with 
the fierce debate over the omission of God from the 
Constitution. Moving from nineteenth-century 
abolitionism and suffragism through the twentieth 
century's civil liberties, civil rights, and feminist 
movements, Freethinkersilluminates the neglected 
achievements of secularists who, allied with tolerant 
believers, have led the battle for reform in the past and 
today.

The Age of 
American 
Unreason

Susan 
Jacoby

A cultural history of the last forty years, The Age of 
American Unreason focuses on the convergence of 
social forces-usually treated as separate entities-that 
has created a perfect storm of anti-rationalism. These 
include the upsurge of religious fundamentalism, with 
more political power today than ever before; the failure 
of public education to create an informed citizenry; and 
the triumph of video over print culture. Sparing neither 
the right nor the left, Jacoby asserts that Americans 
today have embraced a universe of “junk thought” that 
makes almost no effort to separate fact from opinion.

The First 
Freedoms: 
Church and State 
in America to the 
Passage of the 
First Amendment

Thomas 
Curry

Is government forbidden to assist all religions equally, 
as the Supreme Court has held? Or does the First 
Amendment merely ban exclusive aid to one religion, 
as critics of the Court assert? The First Freedoms 
studies the church-state context of colonial and 
revolutionary America to present a bold new reading of 
the historical meaning of the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment. Synthesizing and interpreting a 
wealth of evidence from the founding of Virginia to the 
passage of the Bill of Rights, including everything 
published in America before 1791, Thomas Curry 
traces America's developing ideas on religious liberty 
and offers the most extensive investigation ever of the 
historical origins and background of the First 
Amendment's religion clauses.

The Age of 
Reason

Thomas 
Paine

Of all the tyrannies that affect mankind, tyranny in 
religion is the worst," declared Thomas Paine, adding, 
"every other species of tyranny is limited to the world 
we live in; but this attempts to stride beyond the grave, 
and seeks to pursue us into eternity." Paine's years of 
study and reflection on the role of religion in society 
culminated with his final work, The Age of Reason. 
This coolly reasoned polemic influenced religious 
thinking throughout the world at the dawn of the 
nineteenth century, and its resonance remains 
undiminished by time.
The selfsame humanist and egalitarian views that 
made Paine a popular figure of the American 
Revolution brought him into frequent conflict with 
political authorities. Parts of The Age of Reason were 
written in a French jail, where Paine was confined for 
his opposition to the execution of Louis XVI. An atack 
on revealed religion from the deist point of view — 
embodied by Paine's credo, "I believe in one God, and 
no more" — this work undertakes a hitherto unheard-of 
approach to Bible study. Its critical and objective 
examination of Old and New Testatments cites 
nemerous contradictions as evidence against literal 
interpretations of the text. Well articulated and 
eminently readable, The Age of Reason is a classic of 
free thought.

Founding Faith: 
Providence, 
Politics, and the 
Birth of Religious 
Freedom in 
America

Waldma
n, 
Steven

Waldman lays out the debate between the 
accommodationists and separationists and then details 
the activities and beliefs of the Founding Fathers to 
see who of the contemporary disputants is right. He 
comes down in favor of the separationists, but he is fair 
to each side and helps the student understand the 
nature of the debate and where it comes from. 

The First Liberty, 
Religion and the 
American 
Republic

William 
Lee 
Miller

Though many claim the United States to be a 
"Christian Nation," Miller provides a fascinatingly vivid 
account of the philosophical skirmishes and political 
machinations that led to the "wall of separation" 
between church and state. That famous phrase is 
Jefferson's, though it does not appear in the 
Declaration of Independence nor in the Constitution. 
But Miller follows this seminal idea from three great 
standard-bearers of religious liberty: Jefferson, 
Madison, and Roger Williams. Jefferson, who wrote 
the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, the 
precursor of the First Amendment of the Constitution; 
James Madison, who was politically responsible for 
Virginia's acceptance of religious liberty and who, a 
few years later, helped draft the Bill of Rights; and the 
even earlier figure, the radical dissenter Roger 
Williams, who propounded the idea of religious 
freedom not as a rational secularist but out of a deeply 
held spiritual faith. 

Church and State 
in American 
History, 3rd 
Edition

Wilson, 
John F. 
and 
Donald 
L. 
Drakem
an

Presents chronologically-organized chapters that 
include selections from documents like colonial 
charters, opinions of the Supreme Court and salient 
legislation, along with contemporary commentary, and 
incisive interpretations of the issues by modern 
scholars. Figures as divergent as John Winthrop, John 
F. Kennedy, and Sandra Day O’Connor speak from 
these pages as directly as Paul Blanshard, Leon 
Higginbotham, John Courtney Murray, and Robert 
Bellah. Church and State in American History 
addresses the difficult relationships among the political 
and religious structures of our society and the 
emergence of an American solution to the church-state 
problem.



Title Author Description
Visions of 
Reality- What 
Fundamentalist 
Schools Teach

Albert J. 
Menend
ez

Although a majority of Americans have repeatedly 
shown in referendum elections and opinion polls that 
they oppose tax support for nonpublic schools, 
fundamentalist leaders and their political lobbies are 
putting increasing pressure on Congress and state 
legislatures to compel taxpayers to support sectarian 
private schools through "vouchers" or "tuition tax 
credits," under the deceptive banner of "school 
choice." Albert J. Menendez has carefully examined 
the most widely used history, English, and science 
textbooks in fundamentalist private schools. He 
documents the fact that these schools promote 
prejudice against people of other faiths, distort history, 
derogate our literary heritage, cast science in a bad 
light, and otherwise indoctrinate children with "visions 
of reality" that are incompatible with public tax support.

Religion and the 
Public Schools

Anne 
Marie 
Lofaso

Religion in the Public Schools: A Road Map for 
Avoiding Lawsuits and Respecting Parents’ Legal 
Rights is designed to help. This handy 129-page book, 
written by Associate Professor of Law Anne Marie 
Lofaso of West Virginia University, examines what the 
courts have said about many religion-in-school 
controversies and provides clear, concise answers to 
common questions. Fully referenced and 
footnoted, Religion in the Public Schools is the perfect 
guide for anyone seeking to better navigate the 
intersection between religion and public education.

Why We Still 
Need Public 
Schools

Art Must 
Jr.

Two cornerstones of American democracy - separation 
of church and state, and public schools - are under 
increasing attack. As this collection of essays, written 
by some of America's leading educators, political 
figures, and advocates of religious liberty shows, 
universal public education and the separation of 
church and state are related. The eminent contributors 
to this book argue that we need to defend both 
institutions against increasing onslaughts by the 
Religious Right and other self-proclaimed arbiters of 
societal behavior, who seek to dictate public policy and 
who are labeling the public schools themselves as 
"immoral" institutions. At issue here is not whether 
public schools need to be improved. It is assumed that 
improvement is necessary.

Piety & Politics: 
The Right Wing 
Assault on 
Religious 
Freedom

Barry 
Lynn

In the wake of the 2004 presidential election, the 
Religious Right insisted that George Bush had been 
handed a mandate for an ideology-based social 
agenda, including the passage of a “marriage 
amendment” to ban same-sex unions, diversion of tax 
money to religious groups through “faith-based 
initiatives,” the teaching of creationism in public 
schools, and restrictions on abortion. Led by an 
aggressive band of television preachers and extremist 
radio personalities, the Religious Right set its sights on 
demolishing the wall of separation between church and 
state. The Reverend Barry Lynn is a devout Christian, 
but he argues that politicians need to stop looking to 
the Bible to justify their actions and should consult 
another source instead: the U.S. Constitution. 

First Freedom 
First: A Citizen's 
Guide to 
Protecting 
Religious Liberty 
and Separation of 
Church and State

Barry 
Lynn & 
C. 
Welton 
Gaddy

The United States is the most religiously diverse nation 
in the world, due in large part to the clauses of the First 
Amendment that guarantee freedom for and from 
religion. But as we debate displaying Christmas trees 
at city hall and the Ten Commandments in the 
courthouse, we must ask: in what other ways is our 
religious liberty being compromised. In First Freedom 
First, with clear language and recognizable examples, 
two of the most trusted voices on church-state 
separation address head-on the many areas where 
religion and politics overlap, with consequences for all 
Americans.

The Right to 
Religious Liberty: 
The Basic ACLU 
Guide to 
Religious Rights

Barry 
Lynn, 
Marc D. 
Stern, 
and 
Oliver 
S. 
Thomas

This revised and updated edition of The Right to 
Religious Liberty sets forth an individual’s religious 
rights under present law, offering suggestions as to 
how they can be preserved and protected. (A bit 
dated-1995- but otherwise a good resource)

  Journal of 
Church and State

Baylor 
Universi
ty

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Pray the Gay 
Away: The 
Extraordinary 
Lives of Bible 
Belt Gays

Bernade
tte 
Barton

While some areas of the Unites States have made 
tremendous progress in securing rights for gay people, 
Bible Belt states lag behind. In Pray the Gay Away, 
Bernadette Barton argues that conventions of small 
town life, rules which govern Southern manners, and 
the power wielded by Christian institutions serve as a 
foundation for both passive and active homophobia in 
the Bible Belt. She explores how conservative 
Christian ideology reproduces homophobic attitudes 
and shares how Bible Belt gays negotiate these 
attitudes in their daily lives. Drawing on the remarkable 
stories of Bible Belt gays, Barton brings to the fore 
their thoughts, experiences and hard-won insights to 
explore the front lines of our national culture war over 
marriage, family, hate crimes, and equal rights. 

To Serve God 
and Wal-Mart: 
The Making of 
Christian Free 
Enterprise

Bethany 
Ellen 
Moreton

In the decades after World War II, evangelical 
Christianity nourished America’s devotion to free 
markets, free trade, and free enterprise. The history of 
Wal-Mart uncovers a complex network that united Sun 
Belt entrepreneurs, evangelical employees, Christian 
business students, overseas missionaries, and free-
market activists. Through the stories of people linked 
by the world’s largest corporation, Bethany Moreton 
shows how a Christian service ethos powered 
capitalism at home and abroad.

Moral Minority: 
Our Skeptical 
Founding Fathers

Brooke 
Allen

In her lively refutation of modern claims about 
America's religious origins, Brooke Allen looks back at 
the late eighteenth century and shows decisively that 
the United States was founded not on Christian 
principles at all but on Enlightenment ideas. Moral 
Minority presents a powerful case that the unique legal 
framework the Founding Fathers created was 
designed according to the humanist ideals of 
Enlightenment thinkers: God entered the picture only 
as a very minor player, and Jesus Christ was 
conspicuous by his absence. The guiding spirit of the 
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. 
Constitution, Ms. Allen explains, was not Jesus Christ 
but John Locke. In direct and accessible prose, she 
provides fascinating chapters on the religious lives of 
the six men she considers the key Founding Fathers: 
Franklin, Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, and Hamilton. Far from being the 
conventional pious Christians we too often imagine, 
these men were skeptical intellectuals, in some cases 
not even Christians at all.

The Battle over 
School Prayer: 
How Engel v. 
Vitale Changed 
America

Bruce J. 
Dierenfi
eld

Bruce Dierenfield has written a concise and readable 
guide to the first and still most important case that 
addressed the constitutionality of prayer in public 
schools. The 22-word recitation in a Long Island school 
that was challenged in Engel v. Vitale was hardly 
denominational not even overtly Christian but a handful 
of parents saw it as a violation of the First 
Amendment's proscription again the establishment of 
religion. The case forced the Supreme Court to take a 
stand on Jefferson's "wall of separation" between 
church and state. When it did so, the Court declared 
that by endorsing the prayer recitation no matter how 
brief, non-denominational, or voluntary the Long Island 
school board had unconstitutionally approved the 
establishment of religion in school. Writing with 
impeccable fairness and sensitivity, Dierenfield sets his 
account of the Engel decision in the larger historical 
and political context, citing battles over a wide range of 
religious activities in public schools throughout 
American history. Through interviews with many of the 
participants, he also reveals the large price paid by the 
plaintiffs and their children, who were frequently 
harassed both during and after the trial. 

Religious 
Fundamentalisms 
and the Human 
Rights of Women

C. 
Howlan
d

Dialogue on the conflict between religious 
fundamentalism and women's rights is often stymied 
by an 'all or nothing' approach: fundamentalists claim 
of absolute religious freedom, while some feminists 
dismiss religion entirely as being so imbued with 
patriarchy as to be eternally opposed to women's 
rights. This ignores, though, the experiences of 
religious women who suffer under fundamentalism and 
fight to resist it, perceiving themselves to be at once 
religious and feminist. In Religious Fundamentalisms 
and the Human Rights of Women , Howland provides a 
forum for these different scholars, both religious and 
nonreligious, to meet and seek common ground in their 
fight against fundamentalism. Through an examination 
of international human rights, national law, grass roots 
activism, and theology, this volume explores the acute 
problems that contemporary fundamentalist 
movements pose for women's equality and liberty 
rights.

Liars for Jesus: 
The Religious 
Right's Alternate 
Version of 
American History

Chris 
Rodda

Liars for Jesus debunks many of the historical lies 
invented and used by the Christian nationalist history 
revisionists in their efforts to further their far right 
political agenda and destroy the wall of separation 
between church and state in America. Liars for Jesus 
is not a book about religion. It is a history book, 
presenting and fully documenting the true stories and 
historical facts that are distorted in the "Christian 
nation" pseudo-history promoted by the religious right.

Wrapped in the 
Flag

Claire 
Conner

Claire Conner’s award-winning memoir, Wrapped in 
the Flag (Beacon Press 2013, 2014) weaves her  
intimate personal stories with the history of the 1960s, 
70s, and 80s. She chronicles her parents’ obsession 
with radical right-wing politics embodied in the John 
Birch Society, the most powerful  anti-Communist, anti-
government, populist movement of the 20th century

Nonbeliever 
Nation: The Rise 
of Secular 
Americans

David 
Niose

Today, one in five Americans are nonbelievers―a 
rapidly growing group at a time when traditional 
Christian churches are dwindling in numbers. Still we 
see almost none of them openly serving in elected 
office, while many others continue to loudly proclaim 
the falsehood of America as a Christian nation. David 
Niose calls for nonreligious Americans from all 
backgrounds to step out of the shadows and signal 
their opposition to the long-dominant Religious Right. 
Exploring all the hot-button issues that divide the 
country―from gay marriage to education policy to 
contentious church-state battles―he shows how 
Secular Americans―a group comprised not just of 
atheists and agnostics, but lapsed Catholics, secular 
Jews, and millions of others who have walked away 
from organized religion―are mobilizing and forming 
groups all over the country (even atheist clubs in Bible-
belt high schools) to challenge the exaltation of religion 
in American politics and public life. 

Original Intent: 
Chief Justice 
Rehnquist and 
the Course of 
American 
Church/State 
Relations

Derek 
Davis

Contemporary debate in the area of church/state 
relations centers around the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment: "Congress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of religion [the 
Establishment Clause] or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof [the Free Exercise Clause]." Original Intent is a 
readable and objective summary of the views of Chief 
Justice Rehnquist and an enlightening treatise on the 
future of church/state relations in America.

Roger Williams: 
Prophet of Liberty

Edwin 
C. 
Gaustad

Roger Williams chronicles the life of one of the most 
remarkable forefathers in American history. A true 
revolutionary, this devout Puritan championed Native 
American rights; wrote treatises on equal rights, flag 
desecration, and the separation of church and state; 
established the first American settlement based on 
total religious toleration--and he lived more than a 
century before independence, when America was still a 
vast wilderness! Williams went on to adopt adult 
baptism and founded the first Baptist church in 
America. He became president of Rhode Island colony 
in 1654, served as captain in the defense of 
Providence during King Philip's War, and continued to 
write and preach passionately for religious tolerance 
and Native American rights until his death in 1683.

Proclaim Liberty 
Throughout the 
Land: A History of 
Church and State 
in America

Edwin 
Gaustad

In this volume, one of the most distinguished scholars 
of American religious history traces the complicated 
relationship of church and state from the early colonial 
period, through the unique American experiment in 
religious liberty after the Revolution, to the ongoing 
debate over religious issues in our schools and 
communities. Edwin Gaustad relates entertaining and 
edifying accounts of headline-grabbing court trials 
involving polygamy, witchcraft, and church taxation. He 
quotes moving passages from the speeches and 
writings of American Presidents and Supreme Court 
justices to prove that, to paraphrase Michelangelo, 
"religious liberty is made up of a series of trifles, but 
religious liberty is no trifle."

Faith of the 
Founders: 
Religion and the 
New Nation, 
1776-1826

Edwin 
S. 
Gaustad

Edwin Gaustad provides a careful consideration of the 
developing relationship between religion and the state 
after the American Revolution. With concise focus on 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, 
George Washington, and John Adams, Gaustad 
identifies seven varying―sometimes 
contrary―perspectives on religion that guided the 
nation's founders. Faith of the Founders shows how 
these figures possessed an intuitive understanding of 
religion that helped nourish a young country. This brief 
but insightful book offers a look into the founding 
fathers' genius―and points to a way forward through 
the ideological boundaries that threaten to upend the 
daily doings of American government today.

With God on 
Their Side: How 
Christian 
Fundamentalists 
Trampled 
Science, Policy 
and Democracy 
in George W. 
Bush's White 
House

Esther 
Kaplan

When asked which single issue most affected their 
vote in the last presidential election, more than one in 
five Americans said “moral values”—and 78 percent of 
these voters chose to reelect President George W. 
Bush. As Esther Kaplan shows in her richly detailed 
investigation, it’s no wonder the Christian right voted 
for Bush in droves—their loyal support in 2000 
produced fantastic results. While organizations that 
offer abortion counseling and services or help to 
prevent HIV see their funds cut, church groups receive 
millions in federal dollars to promote sexual abstinence 
and marriage (provided, of course, it is heterosexual). 
Bush has appointed a Christian right dream team to 
the federal courts, dedicated to tearing down what one 
such judge calls “the so-called separation of church 
and state. Religious zeal even shapes Bush’s foreign 
policy, as Christian belief in the end times spurs the 
administration’s support for hard-line policies in Israel.

Evolution vs. 
Creationism

Eugenie 
C. Scott

More than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the 
debate over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.

The Separation 
of Church and 
State: Writings on 
a Fundamental 
Freedom by 
America's 
Founders

Forrest 
Church

A primer of essential writings about one of the 
cornerstones of our democracy by the original authors 
of the Constitution, edited by preeminant liberal 
theologian Forrest Church. Americans will never stop 
debating the question of church-state separation, and 
such debates invariably lead back to the nation’s 
beginnings and the founders’ intent. The Separation of 
Church and State presents a basic collection of the 
founders’ teachings on this topic. This concise primer 
gets past the rhetoric that surrounds the current 
debate, placing the founders’ vivid writings on religious 
liberty in historical perspective. Edited and with running 
commentary by Forrest Church, this important 
collection informs anyone curious about the original 
blueprint for our country and its government.

Separation of 
Church and 
State: Founding 
Principle of 
Religious Liberty

Frank 
Lambert

Frank Lambert tackles the central claims of the 
Religious Right "historians" who insist that America 
was conceived as a "Christian State," that modern-day 
"liberals" and "secularists" have distorted and/or 
ignored the place of religion in American history, and 
that the phrase "the separation of church and state" 
does not appear in any of the founding documents and 
is, therefore, a myth created by the Left. He discusses 
what separates "bad" history from "good" history, and 
concludes that the self-styled "historians" of the 
Religious Right create a "useful past" that enlists the 
nation's founders on behalf of present-day 
conservative religious and political causes. The result 
of a politicized religious history exposes the Religious 
Right "history" as fabrications and half-truths. In fact, 
one of the foundational principles of the Constitution is 
that of separation as the key to safeguarding freedom: 
separation of powers, separation of federal and state 
governments, and separation of church and state.

Religious 
Expression and 
the American 
Constitution

Frankly
n 
Haiman

In the current environment and fervor for “homeland 
security,” personal freedoms in exchange for security 
are coming under more scrutiny. Among these 
guaranteed freedoms are the protection of religious 
expression given by the U.S. Constitution and the 
constitutional prohibitions against behaviors that 
violate the separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.

Eternal Hostility: 
The Struggle 
Between 
Theocracy and 
Democracy

Frederic
k 
Clarkso
n

What is behind the violence against abortion clinics, 
attacks on gays and lesbians and the growing power of 
the religious right? Frederick Clarkson makes it clear 
that beyond the bombers and assassins who 
sometimes make news, is a growing, if not well 
understood, movement that encompasses Pat 
Robertson's Christian Coalition, the Unification Church 
of Sun Myung Moon and the Promise Keepers--the 
lead agency of the so-called Christian men's 
movement. Clarkson exposes the wild card of the 
"theology of vigilantism" which urges the enforcement 
of "God's law" and argues for fundamentalist revolution 
against constitutional democracy. 

Setting the 
Record Straight: 
Response to 
Misconceptions 
About Public 
Education in the 
US

Gerald 
Bracey

Gerald Bracey knows there are three kinds of lies in 
education policy: lies, damned lies, and the statistics 
that reactionary reformers tout as evidence in favor of 
dismantling our public schools. In this second and 
substantially updated edition of the hard-hitting Setting 
the Record Straight, Bracey goes toe-to-toe with the 
opponents of quality public education. You'll learn how 
to discredit them in your own discussions by using the 
very logic and statistical analyses they purport to have 
on their side. In this series of smart, forceful analyses, 
Bracey homes in on specific topics like vouchers, 
school funding, and comparisons to international test 
scores, themes around which agitators have created a 
host of mythological American school failures from the 
flimsiest of evidence. Each essay begins with a 
question you might commonly hear in conversation 
about these alleged shortcomings, to which Bracey 
provides a brief, sound- byte-ready rebuttal. Then he 
follows it up with a full-length explanation, replete with 
statistical data and talking points that fully support his 
assertions-and silence those who would undermine 
education with disinformation.

Not in Our 
Classrooms

Glenn 
Branch 
& 
Eugenie 
C. Scott

Where did the concept of intelligent design originate? 
How does it connect with, and conflict with, various 
religious beliefs? Should we teach the controversy 
itself in our science classrooms? In clear and lively 
essays, a team of experts answers these questions 
and many more, describing the history of the intelligent 
design movement and the lack of scientific support for 
its claims. Most importantly, the contributors—
authorities on the scientific, legal, educational, and 
theological problems of intelligent design-speak 
specifically to teachers and parents about the need to 
defend the integrity of science education by keeping 
intelligent design out of science curriculums. 

Lowering the 
Wall: Religion 
and the Supreme 
Court in the 
1980s

Gregg 
Ivers

Convinced that church-state law under the Supreme 
Court during the 1980s took "a giant-and unwelcome 
step--backward," Gregg Ivers's book explores the 
changing relationship between religion and the state. 
Those looking for a neutral account of this relationship 
should look elsewhere. This book, commissioned by 
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, is a liberal's 
response to use of the courts by "[r]eligious 
conservatives, encouraged by the election of Ronald 
Reagan," to create a "broad wave of conservative 
religious populism" in pursuit of school prayer, financial 
assistance for parochial institutions and equal access 
to public school facilities for student religious clubs.

The Oxford 
Companion to the 
Supreme Court of 
the United States

Hall, 
Kermit L

Not about church and state, but a great resource book 
on the Court.

The Journal of 
Law and Religion

Hamline 
Universi
ty Law 
School

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Religion on Trial: 
How Supreme 
Court Trends 
Threaten 
Freedom of 
Conscience in 
America

Hammo
nd, 
Philip 
E., 
David 
W. 
Machac
ek and 
Eric 
Michael 
Mazur

A powerful indictment of the current Supreme Court, 
arguing the regressive justices are not faithful to the 
Constitution and thereby endanger religious freedom.

The Godless 
Constitution: The 
Case Against 
Religious 
Correctness

Isaac 
Krammi
k & R. 
Lawrenc
e Moore

The Godless Constitution is an urgent and timely 
reexamination of the roots of church-state separation 
in American politics - and a ringing refutation of the 
misguided claims of the religious right. In this important 
polemic two distinguished scholars of American 
political ideas and religion refute this dangerous 
attempt to introduce what they term "religious 
correctness" into our politics, by reminding us that the 
absence of any mention of God in the Constitution was 
a conscious action on the framers' part, intended to 
prevent the bloody religious controversies that so 
marked European history. They also emphasize that 
church-state separation was seen as a guarantee of - 
not a hindrance to - religions liberty. Fully respecting 
the importance of religion in the public sphere, yet 
forthright in defining proper limits, The Godless 
Constitution offers a bracing return to the first 
principles of American democracy - and a guide to 
keeping them intact in the forthcoming presidential 
campaign.

Holy Hullabaloos: 
A Road Trip to 
the Battlegrounds 
of the Church-
State Wars

J. D. 
Wexler

After ten years spent riddling over the intricacies of 
church/state law from the ivory tower, law professor 
Jay Wexler decided it was high time to hit the road to 
learn what really happened in some of the most 
controversial Supreme Court cases involving this hot-
button issue. In Holy Hullabaloos, he takes us along for 
the ride, crossing the country to meet the people and 
visit the places responsible for landmark decisions in 
recent judicial history, from a high school football field 
where fans once recited prayers before kickoff to a 
Santeria church notorious for animal sacrifice, from a 
publicly funded Muslim school to a creationist 
museum. Wexler's no-holds-barred approach to 
investigating famous church/state brouhahas is as 
funny as it is informative.

Far Right 
Fantasy: A 
Sociology of 
American 
Religion and 
Politics

James 
Aho

Far-Right Fantasy is a straight-forward, jargon-free 
study of contemporary American right-wing extremism. 
The book addresses the strengths and weaknesses of 
the standard psycho-social-cultural explanations of far-
right activism. It shows how extremists are similar 
educationally and psychologically to their more 
conventional neighbors; that they get into the 
movement in the same way that others become peace 
activists or radical environmentalists, namely, through 
their ties with fellow workers and church-goers, family 
members, and classmates; and that their views are 
given a patina of certainty by being repeatedly 
corroborated within closed, non-contaminated 
communication systems. 

Religion and the 
State: Essays in 
Honor of Leo 
Pfeffer

James 
E. Wood 
Jr.

These essays examine major themes affecting religion 
and the state in a free society and the interaction of 
religion and world order. While concern is given to the 
historical and judicial context of the Establishment and 
Free Exercise Clauses of the First Amendment, special 
attention is given to contemporary church-state 
problems in American life. In addition, the volume 
analyzes alternatives to church-state relations outside 
the United States and freedom of religion in the 
international advance of human rights.

Supreme 
Conflict: The 
Inside Story of 
the Struggle for 
Control of the 
United States 
Supreme Court

Jan 
Crawfor
d 
Greenb
urg

Drawing on unprecedented access to the Supreme 
Court justices themselves and their inner circles, 
acclaimed ABC News legal correspondent Jan 
Crawford Greenburg offers an explosive newsbreaking 
account of one of the most momentous political 
watersheds in American history. From the series of 
Republican nominations that proved deeply frustrating 
to conservatives to the decades of bruising battles that 
led to the rise of Justices Roberts and Alito, this is the 
authoritative story of the conservative effort to shift the 
direction of the high court—a revelatory look at one of 
the central fronts of America's culture wars by one of 
the most widely respected experts on the subject.

The Nine: Inside 
the Secret World 
of the Supreme 
Court

Jeffrey 
Toobin

In The Nine, acclaimed journalist Jeffrey Toobin takes 
us into the chambers of the most important—and 
secret—legal body in our country, the Supreme Court, 
revealing the complex dynamic among the nine people 
who decide the law of the land. An institution at a 
moment of transition, the Court now stands at a crucial 
point, with major changes in store on such issues as 
abortion, civil rights, and church-state relations. Based 
on exclusive interviews with the justices and with a 
keen sense of the Court’s history and the trajectory of 
its future, Jeffrey Toobin creates in The Nine a riveting 
story of one of the most important forces in American 
life today. (2008)

Roger Williams 
and the Creation 
of the American 
Soul: Church, 
State and the 
Birth of Liberty

John M. 
Barry

For four hundred years, Americans have wrestled with 
and fought over two concepts that define the nature of 
the nation: the proper relation between church and 
state and between a free individual and the state. 
These debates began with the extraordinary thought 
and struggles of Roger Williams, who had an 
unparalleled understanding of the conflict between a 
government that justified itself by "reason of state"-i.e. 
national security-and its perceived "will of God" and the 
"ancient rights and liberties" of individuals. Acclaimed 
historian John M. Barry explores the development of 
these fundamental ideas through the story of the man 
who was the first to link religious freedom to individual 
liberty, and who created in America the first 
government and society on earth informed by those 
beliefs. 

Religious Liberty 
and the Secular 
State

John M. 
Swomle
y

This book exposes the Supreme Court's erosion of the 
Establishment Clause while emphasizing the Free 
Exercise Clause. Swomley also explores civil religion, 
secular humanism, and the current counter-revolution 
against separation of church and state led by some 
religious and political conservatives who would profit 
from government aid. He also lists the benefits 
churches would realize under a secular government.

Religion and the 
American 
Constitutional 
Experiment: 
Essential Rights 
and Liberties

John 
Witte, 
Jr.

The third edition of this classic book provides a 
comprehensive, multidisciplinary overview of the 
history, theory, law, and comparative analysis of 
American religious liberty from the earliest colonial 
period through the most recent Supreme Court cases. 
The authors present balanced, accessible discussions 
of controversial issues, such as funding religious 
schools and charities and displaying religious symbols 
on government property. 

The Last 
Freedom: 
Religion from the 
Public School to 
the Public Square

Joseph 
P.Vitterit
i

The presidency of George W. Bush has polarized the 
church-state debate as never before. The Far Right 
has been emboldened to use religion to govern, while 
the Far Left has redoubled its efforts to evict religion 
from public life entirely. In The Last Freedom, Joseph 
Viteritti argues that there is a basic tension between 
religion and democracy because religion often rejects 
compromise as a matter of principle while democracy 
requires compromise to thrive. Viteritti argues that 
Americans must guard against debasing politics with 
either antireligious bigotry or religious zealotry. 
Drawing on politics, history, and law, he defines a new 
approach to the church-state question that protects the 
religious and the secular alike. Challenging much 
conventional opinion, Viteritti argues that the courts 
have failed to adequately protect religious minorities, 
that the rights of the religious are under greater threat 
than those of the secular, and that democracy exacts 
greater compromises and sacrifices from the religious 
than it does from the secular.

The Good News 
Club: The 
Christian Right's 
Stealth Assault 
on America's 
Children

Katherin
e 
Stewart

In 2009, the Good News Club came to the public 
elementary school where journalist Katherine Stewart 
sent her children. The Club, which is sponsored by the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, bills itself as an after-
school program of “Bible study.” But Stewart soon 
discovered that the Club’s real mission is to convert 
children to fundamentalist Christianity and encourage 
them to proselytize to their “unchurched” peers, all the 
while promoting the natural but false impression 
among the children that its activities are endorsed by 
the school. Astonished to discover that the U.S. 
Supreme Court has deemed this—and other forms of 
religious activity in public schools—legal, Stewart set 
off on an investigative journey to dozens of cities and 
towns across the nation to document the impact. In this 
book she demonstrates that there is more religion in 
America’s public schools today than there has been for 
the past 100 years. The movement driving this agenda 
is stealthy. It is aggressive. It has our children in its 
sights. And its ultimate aim is to destroy the system of 
public education as we know it.

American 
Theocracy: The 
Peril and Politics 
of Radical 
Religion, Oil, and 
Borrowed Money 
in the 21st 
Century

Kevin 
Phillips

Phillips takes an uncompromising view of the current 
age of global overreach, fundamentalist religion, 
diminishing resources, and ballooning debt under the 
GOP majority. With an eye to the past and a searing 
vision of the future, Phillips confirms what too many 
Americans are still unwilling to admit about the depth 
of our misgovernment.

The 
Fundamentals of 
Extremism: The 
Christian Right in 
America

Kimberl
y Blaker

The politics, educational policies, and social values 
perpetuated by Christian fundamentalists are exposed 
in this critical perspective on the religious right's role in 
American society. Statistics and studies of the 
movement are offered that provide insight into the 
causes and characteristics of fundamentalism and its 
effects on minority groups including women, children, 
African Americans, gays, and lesbians. Essays from a 
variety of authors consider the path to theocracy, the 
effect of the theology of inerrancy on politics, and the 
state of fundamentalism in the United States after the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Creationism on 
Trial: Evolution 
and God at Little 
Rock

Langdo
n Gilkey

Creationism on Trial is Gilkey's blow-by-blow account 
of his experiences as a witness for the ACLU at the 
1981 creationist trial in Little Rock, AR.

The Devil in 
Dover: An 
Insider's Story of 
Dogma v. Darwin 
in Small Town 
America

Lauri 
Lebo

Local newspaper reporter Lauri Lebo was handed the 
story of a lifetime when the Dover (Pennsylvania) 
School Board adopted a measure to require its ninth-
grade biology students to learn about intelligent 
design. In a case that recalled the famed 1925 Scopes 
“monkey” trial and made international headlines, 
eleven parents sued the school board. When the case 
wound up in federal court before a George W. Bush–
appointed judge, Lebo had a front-row seat. Lebo 
skillfully probes the compelling background of the 
case, introducing us to the plaintiffs, the defendants, 
the lawyers, and a parade of witnesses, along with 
Judge John E. Jones, who would eventually condemn 
the school board’s decision as one of “breathtaking 
inanity.” With the antievolution battle having moved to 
the state level—and the recent passage of state 
legislation that protects the right of schools to teach 
alternatives to evolution—the story will continue to be 
relevant for years to come.

Religion, State 
and the Burger 
Court

Leo 
Pfeffer

In Religion, State and the Burger Court, Leo Pfeffer, 
the leading authority on church/state law, presents a 
trenchant analysis of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court under Chief Justice Warren E. Burger, focusing 
on the Court's interpretation of the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments. These amendments that guarantee the 
separation of church and state and the free exercise of 
religion are fundamental to the unique character of 
democracy as it exists in the United States. However, 
the distinction between affairs of state and the 
concerns of organized religion has become blurred.

The 
Establishment 
Clause, Religion 
and the First 
Amendment

Leonard 
W. Levy

Leonard Levy's classic work examines the 
circumstances that led to the writing of the 
establishment clause of the First Amendment: 
'Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion. . . .' He argues that, contrary 
to popular belief, the framers of the Constitution 
intended to prohibit government aid to religion even on 
an impartial basis. He thus refutes the view of 
'nonpreferentialists,' who interpret the clause as 
allowing such aid provided that the assistance is not 
restricted to a preferred church. For this new edition, 
Levy has added to his original arguments and 
incorporated much new material, including an analysis 
of Jefferson's ideas on the relationship between church 
and state and a discussion of the establishment clause 
cases brought before the Supreme Court since the 
book was originally published in 1986.

God vs The 
Gavel: Religion 
and the Rule of 
Law

Marci 
Hamilto
n

God vs. the Gavel challenges the pervasive 
assumption that all religious conduct deserves 
constitutional protection. While religious conduct 
provides many benefits to society, it is not always 
benign. The thesis of the book is that anyone who 
harms another person should be governed by the laws 
that govern everyone else - and truth be told, religion is 
capable of great harm.

The Search for 
Christian America

Mark 
Noll., 
Nathan 
O. 
Hatch 
and 
George 
M. 
Marsde
n

The Search for Christian America" explores key 
questions raised by the movement asserting the 
Christian heritage of the U.S. and calling for its 
recovery. Through careful historical and contemporary 
analysis, the authors address such issues as: how 
much Christian action is required to make a whole 
society Christian; Puritan New England as case study; 
Christian principles vs. baptised ideology in the 
Revolutionary period; the stumbling block of incorrect 
views of America's history for effective Christian 
involvement in critical public issues; the relationship of 
Christian convictions to political or social agendas; 
learning to think historically as a guard against 
shortsighted or simplistic approaches.

The Myth of 
Christian 
America: What 
You Need to 
Know About the 
Separation of 
Church and State

Mark 
Weldon 
Whitten

Written in an accessible, popular style, Whitten 
provides sound scholarship in defense of the 
exposition of constitutional church-state separation.

Liberty and 
Conscience

Martha 
Nussba
um

The respect for religious difference has formed the 
bedrock of our nation and made equality possible. Yet 
today we are told that “moral values”—code for a 
government shaped by religious concerns—must be 
the keystone of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.

A Wall of 
Separation? 
Debating the 
Public Role of 
Religion

Mary C. 
Segers 
& Ted 
G. Jelen

Should the wall of separation between church and 
state be permeable or inviolable? This question has 
been hotly contested since the nation's founding and 
contentious debates persist today. With a collection of 
the most significant documents and an introduction by 
Clarke E. Cochran that provides the historical context 
of the debate, prominent scholars Mary Segers and 
Ted Jelen debate the impact of organized religion on 
the democratic process, examine its influence on 
political discourse, and discuss its significance for the 
creation of public policy. The authors illuminate the 
constitutional implications of using religion to cultivate 
public morality and discuss the complexities of creating 
a civic-minded citizenry in a pluralistic society.

Religious 
Freedom and the 
Supreme Court

Melissa 
Rogers, 
and 
Steven 
K. 
Green

A completely recast, updated, version of Robert T. 
Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward Benevolent 
Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme Court, 
listed belowA completely recast, updated, version of 
Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward 
Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme 
Court, listed belowA completely recast, updated, 
version of Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, 
Toward Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the 
Supreme Court, listed below

That's Not What 
They Meant! 
Reclaiming 
America's 
Founding Fathers 
from the Right 
Wing

Michael 
Austin

 In That's Not What They Meant! Professor Michael 
Austin examines dozens of books, articles, speeches, 
and radio broadcasts by such figures as Glenn Beck, 
Mark Levin, Sean Hannity, Larry Schweikart, and 
David Barton to expose the deep historical flaws in 
their use of America's founding history. In contrast to 
their misleading method of citing proof texts to serve a 
narrow agenda, Austin allows the Founding Fathers to 
speak for themselves, situating all quotations in the 
proper historical context. What emerges is a true 
historical picture of men who often disagreed with one 
another on such crucial issues as federal power, 
judicial review, and the separation of church and state. 
As Austin shows, the real legacy of the Founding 
Fathers to us is a political process: a system of 
disagreement, debate, and compromise that has kept 
democracy vibrant in America for more than two 
hundred years. Austin's carefully researched and 
rigorously argued book is essential reading for anyone 
seeking the accurate historical background to many of 
the hot-button political debates of today.

The Religious 
Roots of the First 
Amendment: 
Dissenting 
Protestants and 
the Separation of 
Church and State

Nichola
s P. 
Miller

Traditional understandings of the genesis of the 
separation of church and state rest on assumptions 
about "Enlightenment" and the republican ethos of 
citizenship. In The Religious Roots of the First 
Amendment, Nicholas P. Miller does not seek to 
dislodge that interpretation but to augment and enrich 
it by recovering its cultural and discursive religious 
contexts--specifically the discourse of Protestant 
dissent. He argues that commitments by certain 
dissenting Protestants to the right of private judgment 
in matters of Biblical interpretation, an outgrowth of the 
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, helped 
promote religious disestablishment in the early modern 
West. Miller shows that the separation of church and 
state can be read, most persuasively, as the triumph of 
a particular strand of Protestant nonconformity-that 
which stretched back to the Puritan separatist and the 
Restoration sects, rather than to those, like 
Presbyterians, who sought to replace the "wrong" 
church establishment with their own, "right" one. 

The Creator in 
the Courtroom: 
"Scopes II": The 
1981 Arkansas 
Creation-
Evolution Trial

Norman 
Geisler

Written by a creationist, this book is an account of the 
Scopes trial from that perspective, and argues that the 
judge in the case was prejudiced agains creationism 
from the very beginning. 

Storm Center: 
The Supreme 
Court in 
American Politics

O’Brien, 
David M

A terrific introduction to the history and particularly the 
workings of the Supreme Court, although it has very 
little specifically about church and state

God on Trial: 
Dispatches from 
America's 
Religious 
Battlefields

Peter 
Irons

Over the past two decades, federal courts have 
become contentious battlefields in America's growing 
religious wars. Since 1989, five momentous court 
cases have divided communities and the nation. Peter 
Irons, a noted constitutional scholar, lawyer, and author 
of the bestselling May It Please the Court, delivers a 
compelling narrative accompanied by first-person 
accounts from both sides of the fight in these historic 
cases. 

Living the 
Secular Life

Phil 
Zucker
man

Drawing on innovative sociological research, Living the 
Secular Life illuminates this demographic shift with the 
moral convictions that govern secular individuals, 
offering crucial information for the religious and 
nonreligious alike. Living the Secular Life reveals that, 
despite opinions to the contrary, nonreligious 
Americans possess a unique moral code that allows 
them to effectively navigate the complexities of modern 
life. Spiritual self-reliance, clear-eyed pragmatism, and 
an abiding faith in the Golden Rule to adjudicate moral 
decisions: these common principles are shared across 
secular society. Living the Secular Life demonstrates 
these principles in action and points to their usage 
throughout daily life.

Thy Kingdom 
Come: How the 
Religious Right 
Distorts Faith and 
Threatens 
America

Randall 
Balmer

For much of American history, evangelicalism was 
aligned with progressive political causes-the abolition 
of slavery, universal suffrage, and public education. 
But contemporary conservative activists have 
defaulted on this majestic legacy, embracing instead 
an agenda virtually indistinguishable from the 
Republican Party platform. How has evangelical 
Christianity become so entrenched in partisan politics? 
Randall Balmer, an evangelical Christian and a 
historian of American religion, deftly combines 
ethnographic research, theological reflections, and 
historical context to examine the nature of the 
Religious Right today-and offers a rallying cry for 
liberal Christians to reclaim the noble traditions of their 
faith.

First Freedom: 
The Fight for 
Religious Liberty

Randall 
Balmer, 
Lee 
Grogerg 
& Mark 
Mabry

In the sweltering summer of 1789, James Madison 
penned sixteen words in spare prose that became the 
First Amendment to the United States Constitution. 
Herein the founding fathers of a young government 
pledged separation of church and state, thus 
guaranteeing religious freedom for its citizens and 
establishing a free marketplace for religion in the 
United States. Utterly unprecedented in Western 
history, this construction of a government without the 
interlocking authority of religion set a new course for 
faith and politics and has produced a vibrant religious 
culture unmatched anywhere in the world. First 
Freedom details the progression of religious liberty 
from pilgrims and Puritans to the creation of the Bill of 
Rights and how it shaped a new nation. 

Close Encounters 
with the Religious 
Right: Journeys 
into the Twilight 
Zone of Religion 
and Politics

Rob 
Boston

What does Pat Robertson's Christian Coalition really 
want? What secret agenda lies behind radio counselor 
James Dobson's Focus on the Family? Who are the 
Promise Keepers and what are their ultimate goals? 
Why do so many leaders of the religious right engage 
in gay bashing? What would these groups do to our 
public school system, or to our government, if they 
were in power? Close Encounters with the Religious 
Right takes you behind the scenes to answer these 
questions and gives the reader a rare glimpse of a 
world the average American may not even realize 
exists.

James Madison 
on Religious 
Liberty

Robert 
Alley

This long-overdue volume is the only one of its kind 
containing all of Madison's religious writings, as well as 
new contributions by leading scholars. Madison's 
writings assume even more importance to thoughtful 
Americans as the Supreme Court continues to decide 
issues of school prayer, and as the Moral Majority tries 
to desecularize American public and private life. 
Imagine an America without the Bill of Rights, without 
the Constitution. This image of our nation, existing 
without these two foundations of freedom, justice, and 
inquiry, assaults the imagination, for these two 
documents are the fuel that runs the republic. What is 
even more remarkable is that their primary author was 
one man - James Madison.

The Most 
Dangerous Man 
in America? 

Robert 
Boston

Televangelist Pat Robertson has built one of the most 
powerful religious-political movements in American 
history. His Christian Coalition - with its '700 Club' 
broadcasting fundamentalism tinged with right-wing 
politics to an audience of millions, its American Center 
for Law and Justice legal action group attempting to 
impose far-right Christian ideas via the courts, and the 
growing number of graduates from its Regents 
University - wields a mighty sword within the 
Republican party in at least 25 states while GOP 
national leaders and presidential hopefuls court its 
favour. Despite his power, many Americans are not 
aware of Robertson's extreme political views or his 
goals for the United States. This book examines the 
role Robertson plays in contemporary politics and his 
efforts to influence American society through his 
various political organisations, businesses, and 
broadcast empire.

Why the 
Religious Right is 
Wrong about 
Separation of 
Church and State

Robert 
Boston

Award-winning journalist Robert Boston lambastes the 
zealots of the Religious Right for spreading 
misinformation about the constitutional principle of the 
separation of church and state. Boston reveals how a 
band of ultraconservative religious groups with a 
political agenda - led primarily by televangelist Pat 
Robertson - is conducting a systematic war aginst the 
separation of church and state. The tactics of these 
groups are designed to exploit unfounded fears and 
turn the American people against the separationist 
principle. To expose the Religious Right's blatant 
distortions of U.S. history and correct its skewed 
analysis of legal rulings, Boston objectively reviews the 
evolution of church/state relations in the United States 
and looks at how the separation principle has been 
applied by the courts. He also examines efforts by 
sectarian groups to win government support for their 
schools, the school prayer issue, the history of the free 
exercise of religion, and the controversial role of 
religion in the public square.

Queering 
Christianity: 
Finding a Place 
at the Table for 
LGBTQI 
Christians

Robert 
E. 
Shore-
Goss et. 
Al.

Through essays by noted lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer or questioning, and intersex 
(LGBTQI) religion scholars, this important compilation 
summarizes the history and current status of LGBTQI 
theology, exploring its relationship to the policies, 
practices, and theology of traditional Christianity. 
Contributors contrast the "radically inclusive" thinking 
of LGBTQI theology with the "exclusivity" practiced by 
many Christian churches, explaining the reasoning of 
each and clarifying contentious issues. At the same 
time, the book highlights ways in which "queer" 
theology and practice benefit Christian congregations. 
Writing from the perspective of grassroots Christian 
LGBTQI movements, many of the contributors draw 
upon their own experiences. Equally important, the 
work creates the basis for dialogue between traditional 
churches and followers of LGBTQI theology, offering 
practical suggestions for Christian congregations that 
wish to put aside exclusionary policies and practices.

Toward 
Benevolent 
Neutrality: 
Church, State, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Robert 
Miller. 
and 
Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

Presents the text of virtually every significant Supreme 
Court decision concerning religious freedom and 
separation of church and state. Also included are 
essays interpreting the historical background and legal 
issues involved in each case, beginning with the 
principal events leading to the adoption of the First 
Amendment.

Without a Prayer: 
Religious 
Expression in 
Public Schools

Robert 
S. Alley

This is the first thorough examination of school prayer 
to bring together the experiences of parents and 
children involved in contesting public school 
sanctioned prayer and Bible reading. Alley explores the 
way in which terms like "nonpreferentialism," 
"toleration" and "accommodation" are being used to 
hide violations of the First Amendment. Personal 
interviews were conducted with those involved in 
seven prominent cases. Each story challenges 
communities that impose the mores and cultural 
patterns of religion on their public schools. The result, 
in most instances, has been angry protests as well as 
threats against parents and children, and/or property 
damage.

Red State 
Religion: Faith 
and Politics in 
America's 
Heartland

Robert 
Wuthno
w

In Red State Religion, Robert Wuthnow tells the story 
of religiously motivated political activism in Kansas 
from territorial days to the present. He examines how 
faith mixed with politics as both ordinary Kansans and 
leaders such as John Brown, Carrie Nation, William 
Allen White, and Dwight Eisenhower struggled over the 
pivotal issues of their times, from slavery and 
Prohibition to populism and anti-communism. Beyond 
providing surprising new explanations of why Kansas 
became a conservative stronghold, the book sheds 
new light on the role of religion in red states across the 
Midwest and the United States. Contrary to recent 
influential accounts, Wuthnow argues that Kansas 
conservatism is largely pragmatic, not ideological, and 
that religion in the state has less to do with politics and 
contentious moral activism than with relationships 
between neighbors, friends, and fellow churchgoers. 

The Necessity of 
Secularism

Ronald 
A. 
Lindsey

For the first time in human history, a significant 
percentage of the world’s population no longer 
believes in God. This is especially true in developed 
nations, where in some societies nonbelievers now 
outnumber believers. Unless religion collapses 
completely, or undergoes a remarkable resurgence, 
countries across the globe must learn to carefully and 
effectively manage this societal mix of religious and 
irreligious. For in a world already deeply riven by 
sectarian conflict, this unprecedented demographic 
shift presents yet another challenge to humanity. 
Writing in an engaging, accessible style, philosopher 
and lawyer Ronald A. Lindsay develops a tightly 
crafted argument for secularism—specifically, that in a 
religiously pluralistic society, a robust, thoroughgoing 
secularism is the only reliable means of preserving 
meaningful democracy and rights of conscience.

To Defend the 
Constitution: 
Religion, 
Conscientious 
Objection, 
Naturalization, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

The story of people who were denied citizenship 
because they were conscientious objectors to war and 
how they fought their battles in the Supreme Court.

That Godless 
Court? Supreme 
Court Decisions 
on Church-State 
Relationships

Ronald 
Flowers

The "religious clause" of the First Amendment, 
seemingly simple and clear, has been and continues to 
be controversial in its application. In this book, Flowers 
explains the Court's thinking, clarifying for readers the 
decisions that have been built on or that have altered 
previous positions.

The Majesty of 
the Law: 
Reflections of a 
Supreme Court 
Justice

Sandra 
Day 
O'Conn
or

Not about church and state, but a readable introduction 
to the Supreme Court, its procedures and some of the 
issues it faces. 

God's Profits: 
Faith, Fraud and 
the Republican 
Crusade for 
Values Voters

Sarah 
Posner

Keenly observed and meticulously reported, "God's 
Profits" examines the unholy alliance between a new 
breed of corrupt televangelists and the Republican 
Party, which is eagerly courting "values voters" in the 
nation's largest megachurches. Author Sarah Posner 
exposes the activities of Kenneth Copeland, John 
Hagee, Rod Parsley, T.D. Jakes, and other politically 
connected, skillfully marketed, and increasingly 
influential religious leaders. Preaching the "prosperity 
gospel"???the notion that faith and tithing alone can 
ensure financial security???both in their churches and 
over the airwaves, these charismatic leaders scam the 
gullible even as they enjoy unprecedented access to 
top Bush Administration officials. 

Sexual 
Orientation and 
Human Rights in 
American 
Religious 
Discourse

Saul M. 
Olyan & 
Martha 
C. 
Nussba
um

Sexual orientation is a topic of intense debate within 
America's religious traditions. These discussions have 
had a significant impact on the formation of public 
policy, as speakers who locate themselves squarely 
within religious traditions have articulated positions on 
both sides in recent arguments concerning gays in the 
military, civil rights protections for gays and lesbians, 
gay marriage, parenting and foster parenting, and 
benefits for partners of gay and lesbian employees of 
major corporations and institutions. This volume, which 
stems from a 1995 conference at Brown University, 
aims to promote both academic and public 
understanding of the different positions that exist on 
sexual orientation and its public policy dimensions 
within four major American religious traditions. Writers 
from within the Jewish community, the Roman Catholic 
church, Mainline Protestant churches, and African-
American churches explore the history and tradition of 
their communities on same-sex orientation, discuss the 
moral stance they advocate, and consider the legal 
and public policy implications of that stance. For each 
of these traditions, two opposing views are 
represented, and a respondent frames the issue in a 
larger context. The book concludes with essays by 
Michael McConnell and Andrew Koppelman exploring 
how our society might find a modus vivendi in a state 
position of neutrality on the moral status of 
homosexuality.

Attack of the 
Theocrats! How 
the Religious 
Right Harms Us 
All- And What We 
Can Do About It

Sean 
Fairclot
h

At no time in American history has the United States 
had such a high percentage of theocratic members of 
Congress--those who expressly endorse religious bias 
in law. Just as ominously, at no other time have 
religious fundamentalists effectively had veto power 
over one of the country's two major political parties. As 
Sean Faircloth argues, this has led to the crumbling of 
the country's most cherished founding principle--the 
wall separating church and state--and presages even 
more crumbling.

Ellery's Protest: 
How One Young 
Man Defied 
Tradition and 
Sparked the 
Battle Over 
School Prayer

Stephen 
D. 
Solomo
n

Tells the fascinating personal and legal drama of the 
Schempp case: the family’s struggle against the ugly 
reactions of neighbors, and the impassioned courtroom 
clashes as brilliant lawyers on both sides argued about 
the meaning of religious freedom. But Schempp was 
not the only case challenging religious exercises in the 
schools at the time, and Ellery’s Protest describes the 
race to the Supreme Court among the attorneys for 
four such cases. Solomon also explores the political, 
cultural, and religious roots of the controversy. 

The Bible, The 
School and the 
Constitution: The 
Clash that 
Shaped Modern 
Church-State 
Doctrine

Steven 
K. 
Green

Draws attention to an often overlooked nineteenth 
century that remains relevant to today's church-state 
debate
Offers historical as well as legal perspectives on a 
crucial episode in American history
Extensively documented from primary sources

Freethinkers: A 
History of 
American 
Secularism

Susan 
Jacoby

At a time when the separation of church and state is 
under attack as never before, Freethinkers offers a 
powerful defense of the secularist heritage that gave 
Americans the first government in the world founded 
not on the authority of religion but on the bedrock of 
human reason. In impassioned, elegant prose, 
celebrated author Susan Jacoby traces more than two 
hundred years of secularist activism, beginning with 
the fierce debate over the omission of God from the 
Constitution. Moving from nineteenth-century 
abolitionism and suffragism through the twentieth 
century's civil liberties, civil rights, and feminist 
movements, Freethinkersilluminates the neglected 
achievements of secularists who, allied with tolerant 
believers, have led the battle for reform in the past and 
today.

The Age of 
American 
Unreason

Susan 
Jacoby

A cultural history of the last forty years, The Age of 
American Unreason focuses on the convergence of 
social forces-usually treated as separate entities-that 
has created a perfect storm of anti-rationalism. These 
include the upsurge of religious fundamentalism, with 
more political power today than ever before; the failure 
of public education to create an informed citizenry; and 
the triumph of video over print culture. Sparing neither 
the right nor the left, Jacoby asserts that Americans 
today have embraced a universe of “junk thought” that 
makes almost no effort to separate fact from opinion.

The First 
Freedoms: 
Church and State 
in America to the 
Passage of the 
First Amendment

Thomas 
Curry

Is government forbidden to assist all religions equally, 
as the Supreme Court has held? Or does the First 
Amendment merely ban exclusive aid to one religion, 
as critics of the Court assert? The First Freedoms 
studies the church-state context of colonial and 
revolutionary America to present a bold new reading of 
the historical meaning of the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment. Synthesizing and interpreting a 
wealth of evidence from the founding of Virginia to the 
passage of the Bill of Rights, including everything 
published in America before 1791, Thomas Curry 
traces America's developing ideas on religious liberty 
and offers the most extensive investigation ever of the 
historical origins and background of the First 
Amendment's religion clauses.

The Age of 
Reason

Thomas 
Paine

Of all the tyrannies that affect mankind, tyranny in 
religion is the worst," declared Thomas Paine, adding, 
"every other species of tyranny is limited to the world 
we live in; but this attempts to stride beyond the grave, 
and seeks to pursue us into eternity." Paine's years of 
study and reflection on the role of religion in society 
culminated with his final work, The Age of Reason. 
This coolly reasoned polemic influenced religious 
thinking throughout the world at the dawn of the 
nineteenth century, and its resonance remains 
undiminished by time.
The selfsame humanist and egalitarian views that 
made Paine a popular figure of the American 
Revolution brought him into frequent conflict with 
political authorities. Parts of The Age of Reason were 
written in a French jail, where Paine was confined for 
his opposition to the execution of Louis XVI. An atack 
on revealed religion from the deist point of view — 
embodied by Paine's credo, "I believe in one God, and 
no more" — this work undertakes a hitherto unheard-of 
approach to Bible study. Its critical and objective 
examination of Old and New Testatments cites 
nemerous contradictions as evidence against literal 
interpretations of the text. Well articulated and 
eminently readable, The Age of Reason is a classic of 
free thought.

Founding Faith: 
Providence, 
Politics, and the 
Birth of Religious 
Freedom in 
America

Waldma
n, 
Steven

Waldman lays out the debate between the 
accommodationists and separationists and then details 
the activities and beliefs of the Founding Fathers to 
see who of the contemporary disputants is right. He 
comes down in favor of the separationists, but he is fair 
to each side and helps the student understand the 
nature of the debate and where it comes from. 

The First Liberty, 
Religion and the 
American 
Republic

William 
Lee 
Miller

Though many claim the United States to be a 
"Christian Nation," Miller provides a fascinatingly vivid 
account of the philosophical skirmishes and political 
machinations that led to the "wall of separation" 
between church and state. That famous phrase is 
Jefferson's, though it does not appear in the 
Declaration of Independence nor in the Constitution. 
But Miller follows this seminal idea from three great 
standard-bearers of religious liberty: Jefferson, 
Madison, and Roger Williams. Jefferson, who wrote 
the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, the 
precursor of the First Amendment of the Constitution; 
James Madison, who was politically responsible for 
Virginia's acceptance of religious liberty and who, a 
few years later, helped draft the Bill of Rights; and the 
even earlier figure, the radical dissenter Roger 
Williams, who propounded the idea of religious 
freedom not as a rational secularist but out of a deeply 
held spiritual faith. 

Church and State 
in American 
History, 3rd 
Edition

Wilson, 
John F. 
and 
Donald 
L. 
Drakem
an

Presents chronologically-organized chapters that 
include selections from documents like colonial 
charters, opinions of the Supreme Court and salient 
legislation, along with contemporary commentary, and 
incisive interpretations of the issues by modern 
scholars. Figures as divergent as John Winthrop, John 
F. Kennedy, and Sandra Day O’Connor speak from 
these pages as directly as Paul Blanshard, Leon 
Higginbotham, John Courtney Murray, and Robert 
Bellah. Church and State in American History 
addresses the difficult relationships among the political 
and religious structures of our society and the 
emergence of an American solution to the church-state 
problem.



Title Author Description
Visions of 
Reality- What 
Fundamentalist 
Schools Teach

Albert J. 
Menend
ez

Although a majority of Americans have repeatedly 
shown in referendum elections and opinion polls that 
they oppose tax support for nonpublic schools, 
fundamentalist leaders and their political lobbies are 
putting increasing pressure on Congress and state 
legislatures to compel taxpayers to support sectarian 
private schools through "vouchers" or "tuition tax 
credits," under the deceptive banner of "school 
choice." Albert J. Menendez has carefully examined 
the most widely used history, English, and science 
textbooks in fundamentalist private schools. He 
documents the fact that these schools promote 
prejudice against people of other faiths, distort history, 
derogate our literary heritage, cast science in a bad 
light, and otherwise indoctrinate children with "visions 
of reality" that are incompatible with public tax support.

Religion and the 
Public Schools

Anne 
Marie 
Lofaso

Religion in the Public Schools: A Road Map for 
Avoiding Lawsuits and Respecting Parents’ Legal 
Rights is designed to help. This handy 129-page book, 
written by Associate Professor of Law Anne Marie 
Lofaso of West Virginia University, examines what the 
courts have said about many religion-in-school 
controversies and provides clear, concise answers to 
common questions. Fully referenced and 
footnoted, Religion in the Public Schools is the perfect 
guide for anyone seeking to better navigate the 
intersection between religion and public education.

Why We Still 
Need Public 
Schools

Art Must 
Jr.

Two cornerstones of American democracy - separation 
of church and state, and public schools - are under 
increasing attack. As this collection of essays, written 
by some of America's leading educators, political 
figures, and advocates of religious liberty shows, 
universal public education and the separation of 
church and state are related. The eminent contributors 
to this book argue that we need to defend both 
institutions against increasing onslaughts by the 
Religious Right and other self-proclaimed arbiters of 
societal behavior, who seek to dictate public policy and 
who are labeling the public schools themselves as 
"immoral" institutions. At issue here is not whether 
public schools need to be improved. It is assumed that 
improvement is necessary.

Piety & Politics: 
The Right Wing 
Assault on 
Religious 
Freedom

Barry 
Lynn

In the wake of the 2004 presidential election, the 
Religious Right insisted that George Bush had been 
handed a mandate for an ideology-based social 
agenda, including the passage of a “marriage 
amendment” to ban same-sex unions, diversion of tax 
money to religious groups through “faith-based 
initiatives,” the teaching of creationism in public 
schools, and restrictions on abortion. Led by an 
aggressive band of television preachers and extremist 
radio personalities, the Religious Right set its sights on 
demolishing the wall of separation between church and 
state. The Reverend Barry Lynn is a devout Christian, 
but he argues that politicians need to stop looking to 
the Bible to justify their actions and should consult 
another source instead: the U.S. Constitution. 

First Freedom 
First: A Citizen's 
Guide to 
Protecting 
Religious Liberty 
and Separation of 
Church and State

Barry 
Lynn & 
C. 
Welton 
Gaddy

The United States is the most religiously diverse nation 
in the world, due in large part to the clauses of the First 
Amendment that guarantee freedom for and from 
religion. But as we debate displaying Christmas trees 
at city hall and the Ten Commandments in the 
courthouse, we must ask: in what other ways is our 
religious liberty being compromised. In First Freedom 
First, with clear language and recognizable examples, 
two of the most trusted voices on church-state 
separation address head-on the many areas where 
religion and politics overlap, with consequences for all 
Americans.

The Right to 
Religious Liberty: 
The Basic ACLU 
Guide to 
Religious Rights

Barry 
Lynn, 
Marc D. 
Stern, 
and 
Oliver 
S. 
Thomas

This revised and updated edition of The Right to 
Religious Liberty sets forth an individual’s religious 
rights under present law, offering suggestions as to 
how they can be preserved and protected. (A bit 
dated-1995- but otherwise a good resource)

  Journal of 
Church and State

Baylor 
Universi
ty

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Pray the Gay 
Away: The 
Extraordinary 
Lives of Bible 
Belt Gays

Bernade
tte 
Barton

While some areas of the Unites States have made 
tremendous progress in securing rights for gay people, 
Bible Belt states lag behind. In Pray the Gay Away, 
Bernadette Barton argues that conventions of small 
town life, rules which govern Southern manners, and 
the power wielded by Christian institutions serve as a 
foundation for both passive and active homophobia in 
the Bible Belt. She explores how conservative 
Christian ideology reproduces homophobic attitudes 
and shares how Bible Belt gays negotiate these 
attitudes in their daily lives. Drawing on the remarkable 
stories of Bible Belt gays, Barton brings to the fore 
their thoughts, experiences and hard-won insights to 
explore the front lines of our national culture war over 
marriage, family, hate crimes, and equal rights. 

To Serve God 
and Wal-Mart: 
The Making of 
Christian Free 
Enterprise

Bethany 
Ellen 
Moreton

In the decades after World War II, evangelical 
Christianity nourished America’s devotion to free 
markets, free trade, and free enterprise. The history of 
Wal-Mart uncovers a complex network that united Sun 
Belt entrepreneurs, evangelical employees, Christian 
business students, overseas missionaries, and free-
market activists. Through the stories of people linked 
by the world’s largest corporation, Bethany Moreton 
shows how a Christian service ethos powered 
capitalism at home and abroad.

Moral Minority: 
Our Skeptical 
Founding Fathers

Brooke 
Allen

In her lively refutation of modern claims about 
America's religious origins, Brooke Allen looks back at 
the late eighteenth century and shows decisively that 
the United States was founded not on Christian 
principles at all but on Enlightenment ideas. Moral 
Minority presents a powerful case that the unique legal 
framework the Founding Fathers created was 
designed according to the humanist ideals of 
Enlightenment thinkers: God entered the picture only 
as a very minor player, and Jesus Christ was 
conspicuous by his absence. The guiding spirit of the 
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. 
Constitution, Ms. Allen explains, was not Jesus Christ 
but John Locke. In direct and accessible prose, she 
provides fascinating chapters on the religious lives of 
the six men she considers the key Founding Fathers: 
Franklin, Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, and Hamilton. Far from being the 
conventional pious Christians we too often imagine, 
these men were skeptical intellectuals, in some cases 
not even Christians at all.

The Battle over 
School Prayer: 
How Engel v. 
Vitale Changed 
America

Bruce J. 
Dierenfi
eld

Bruce Dierenfield has written a concise and readable 
guide to the first and still most important case that 
addressed the constitutionality of prayer in public 
schools. The 22-word recitation in a Long Island school 
that was challenged in Engel v. Vitale was hardly 
denominational not even overtly Christian but a handful 
of parents saw it as a violation of the First 
Amendment's proscription again the establishment of 
religion. The case forced the Supreme Court to take a 
stand on Jefferson's "wall of separation" between 
church and state. When it did so, the Court declared 
that by endorsing the prayer recitation no matter how 
brief, non-denominational, or voluntary the Long Island 
school board had unconstitutionally approved the 
establishment of religion in school. Writing with 
impeccable fairness and sensitivity, Dierenfield sets his 
account of the Engel decision in the larger historical 
and political context, citing battles over a wide range of 
religious activities in public schools throughout 
American history. Through interviews with many of the 
participants, he also reveals the large price paid by the 
plaintiffs and their children, who were frequently 
harassed both during and after the trial. 

Religious 
Fundamentalisms 
and the Human 
Rights of Women

C. 
Howlan
d

Dialogue on the conflict between religious 
fundamentalism and women's rights is often stymied 
by an 'all or nothing' approach: fundamentalists claim 
of absolute religious freedom, while some feminists 
dismiss religion entirely as being so imbued with 
patriarchy as to be eternally opposed to women's 
rights. This ignores, though, the experiences of 
religious women who suffer under fundamentalism and 
fight to resist it, perceiving themselves to be at once 
religious and feminist. In Religious Fundamentalisms 
and the Human Rights of Women , Howland provides a 
forum for these different scholars, both religious and 
nonreligious, to meet and seek common ground in their 
fight against fundamentalism. Through an examination 
of international human rights, national law, grass roots 
activism, and theology, this volume explores the acute 
problems that contemporary fundamentalist 
movements pose for women's equality and liberty 
rights.

Liars for Jesus: 
The Religious 
Right's Alternate 
Version of 
American History

Chris 
Rodda

Liars for Jesus debunks many of the historical lies 
invented and used by the Christian nationalist history 
revisionists in their efforts to further their far right 
political agenda and destroy the wall of separation 
between church and state in America. Liars for Jesus 
is not a book about religion. It is a history book, 
presenting and fully documenting the true stories and 
historical facts that are distorted in the "Christian 
nation" pseudo-history promoted by the religious right.

Wrapped in the 
Flag

Claire 
Conner

Claire Conner’s award-winning memoir, Wrapped in 
the Flag (Beacon Press 2013, 2014) weaves her  
intimate personal stories with the history of the 1960s, 
70s, and 80s. She chronicles her parents’ obsession 
with radical right-wing politics embodied in the John 
Birch Society, the most powerful  anti-Communist, anti-
government, populist movement of the 20th century

Nonbeliever 
Nation: The Rise 
of Secular 
Americans

David 
Niose

Today, one in five Americans are nonbelievers―a 
rapidly growing group at a time when traditional 
Christian churches are dwindling in numbers. Still we 
see almost none of them openly serving in elected 
office, while many others continue to loudly proclaim 
the falsehood of America as a Christian nation. David 
Niose calls for nonreligious Americans from all 
backgrounds to step out of the shadows and signal 
their opposition to the long-dominant Religious Right. 
Exploring all the hot-button issues that divide the 
country―from gay marriage to education policy to 
contentious church-state battles―he shows how 
Secular Americans―a group comprised not just of 
atheists and agnostics, but lapsed Catholics, secular 
Jews, and millions of others who have walked away 
from organized religion―are mobilizing and forming 
groups all over the country (even atheist clubs in Bible-
belt high schools) to challenge the exaltation of religion 
in American politics and public life. 

Original Intent: 
Chief Justice 
Rehnquist and 
the Course of 
American 
Church/State 
Relations

Derek 
Davis

Contemporary debate in the area of church/state 
relations centers around the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment: "Congress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of religion [the 
Establishment Clause] or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof [the Free Exercise Clause]." Original Intent is a 
readable and objective summary of the views of Chief 
Justice Rehnquist and an enlightening treatise on the 
future of church/state relations in America.

Roger Williams: 
Prophet of Liberty

Edwin 
C. 
Gaustad

Roger Williams chronicles the life of one of the most 
remarkable forefathers in American history. A true 
revolutionary, this devout Puritan championed Native 
American rights; wrote treatises on equal rights, flag 
desecration, and the separation of church and state; 
established the first American settlement based on 
total religious toleration--and he lived more than a 
century before independence, when America was still a 
vast wilderness! Williams went on to adopt adult 
baptism and founded the first Baptist church in 
America. He became president of Rhode Island colony 
in 1654, served as captain in the defense of 
Providence during King Philip's War, and continued to 
write and preach passionately for religious tolerance 
and Native American rights until his death in 1683.

Proclaim Liberty 
Throughout the 
Land: A History of 
Church and State 
in America

Edwin 
Gaustad

In this volume, one of the most distinguished scholars 
of American religious history traces the complicated 
relationship of church and state from the early colonial 
period, through the unique American experiment in 
religious liberty after the Revolution, to the ongoing 
debate over religious issues in our schools and 
communities. Edwin Gaustad relates entertaining and 
edifying accounts of headline-grabbing court trials 
involving polygamy, witchcraft, and church taxation. He 
quotes moving passages from the speeches and 
writings of American Presidents and Supreme Court 
justices to prove that, to paraphrase Michelangelo, 
"religious liberty is made up of a series of trifles, but 
religious liberty is no trifle."

Faith of the 
Founders: 
Religion and the 
New Nation, 
1776-1826

Edwin 
S. 
Gaustad

Edwin Gaustad provides a careful consideration of the 
developing relationship between religion and the state 
after the American Revolution. With concise focus on 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, 
George Washington, and John Adams, Gaustad 
identifies seven varying―sometimes 
contrary―perspectives on religion that guided the 
nation's founders. Faith of the Founders shows how 
these figures possessed an intuitive understanding of 
religion that helped nourish a young country. This brief 
but insightful book offers a look into the founding 
fathers' genius―and points to a way forward through 
the ideological boundaries that threaten to upend the 
daily doings of American government today.

With God on 
Their Side: How 
Christian 
Fundamentalists 
Trampled 
Science, Policy 
and Democracy 
in George W. 
Bush's White 
House

Esther 
Kaplan

When asked which single issue most affected their 
vote in the last presidential election, more than one in 
five Americans said “moral values”—and 78 percent of 
these voters chose to reelect President George W. 
Bush. As Esther Kaplan shows in her richly detailed 
investigation, it’s no wonder the Christian right voted 
for Bush in droves—their loyal support in 2000 
produced fantastic results. While organizations that 
offer abortion counseling and services or help to 
prevent HIV see their funds cut, church groups receive 
millions in federal dollars to promote sexual abstinence 
and marriage (provided, of course, it is heterosexual). 
Bush has appointed a Christian right dream team to 
the federal courts, dedicated to tearing down what one 
such judge calls “the so-called separation of church 
and state. Religious zeal even shapes Bush’s foreign 
policy, as Christian belief in the end times spurs the 
administration’s support for hard-line policies in Israel.

Evolution vs. 
Creationism

Eugenie 
C. Scott

More than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the 
debate over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.

The Separation 
of Church and 
State: Writings on 
a Fundamental 
Freedom by 
America's 
Founders

Forrest 
Church

A primer of essential writings about one of the 
cornerstones of our democracy by the original authors 
of the Constitution, edited by preeminant liberal 
theologian Forrest Church. Americans will never stop 
debating the question of church-state separation, and 
such debates invariably lead back to the nation’s 
beginnings and the founders’ intent. The Separation of 
Church and State presents a basic collection of the 
founders’ teachings on this topic. This concise primer 
gets past the rhetoric that surrounds the current 
debate, placing the founders’ vivid writings on religious 
liberty in historical perspective. Edited and with running 
commentary by Forrest Church, this important 
collection informs anyone curious about the original 
blueprint for our country and its government.

Separation of 
Church and 
State: Founding 
Principle of 
Religious Liberty

Frank 
Lambert

Frank Lambert tackles the central claims of the 
Religious Right "historians" who insist that America 
was conceived as a "Christian State," that modern-day 
"liberals" and "secularists" have distorted and/or 
ignored the place of religion in American history, and 
that the phrase "the separation of church and state" 
does not appear in any of the founding documents and 
is, therefore, a myth created by the Left. He discusses 
what separates "bad" history from "good" history, and 
concludes that the self-styled "historians" of the 
Religious Right create a "useful past" that enlists the 
nation's founders on behalf of present-day 
conservative religious and political causes. The result 
of a politicized religious history exposes the Religious 
Right "history" as fabrications and half-truths. In fact, 
one of the foundational principles of the Constitution is 
that of separation as the key to safeguarding freedom: 
separation of powers, separation of federal and state 
governments, and separation of church and state.

Religious 
Expression and 
the American 
Constitution

Frankly
n 
Haiman

In the current environment and fervor for “homeland 
security,” personal freedoms in exchange for security 
are coming under more scrutiny. Among these 
guaranteed freedoms are the protection of religious 
expression given by the U.S. Constitution and the 
constitutional prohibitions against behaviors that 
violate the separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.

Eternal Hostility: 
The Struggle 
Between 
Theocracy and 
Democracy

Frederic
k 
Clarkso
n

What is behind the violence against abortion clinics, 
attacks on gays and lesbians and the growing power of 
the religious right? Frederick Clarkson makes it clear 
that beyond the bombers and assassins who 
sometimes make news, is a growing, if not well 
understood, movement that encompasses Pat 
Robertson's Christian Coalition, the Unification Church 
of Sun Myung Moon and the Promise Keepers--the 
lead agency of the so-called Christian men's 
movement. Clarkson exposes the wild card of the 
"theology of vigilantism" which urges the enforcement 
of "God's law" and argues for fundamentalist revolution 
against constitutional democracy. 

Setting the 
Record Straight: 
Response to 
Misconceptions 
About Public 
Education in the 
US

Gerald 
Bracey

Gerald Bracey knows there are three kinds of lies in 
education policy: lies, damned lies, and the statistics 
that reactionary reformers tout as evidence in favor of 
dismantling our public schools. In this second and 
substantially updated edition of the hard-hitting Setting 
the Record Straight, Bracey goes toe-to-toe with the 
opponents of quality public education. You'll learn how 
to discredit them in your own discussions by using the 
very logic and statistical analyses they purport to have 
on their side. In this series of smart, forceful analyses, 
Bracey homes in on specific topics like vouchers, 
school funding, and comparisons to international test 
scores, themes around which agitators have created a 
host of mythological American school failures from the 
flimsiest of evidence. Each essay begins with a 
question you might commonly hear in conversation 
about these alleged shortcomings, to which Bracey 
provides a brief, sound- byte-ready rebuttal. Then he 
follows it up with a full-length explanation, replete with 
statistical data and talking points that fully support his 
assertions-and silence those who would undermine 
education with disinformation.

Not in Our 
Classrooms

Glenn 
Branch 
& 
Eugenie 
C. Scott

Where did the concept of intelligent design originate? 
How does it connect with, and conflict with, various 
religious beliefs? Should we teach the controversy 
itself in our science classrooms? In clear and lively 
essays, a team of experts answers these questions 
and many more, describing the history of the intelligent 
design movement and the lack of scientific support for 
its claims. Most importantly, the contributors—
authorities on the scientific, legal, educational, and 
theological problems of intelligent design-speak 
specifically to teachers and parents about the need to 
defend the integrity of science education by keeping 
intelligent design out of science curriculums. 

Lowering the 
Wall: Religion 
and the Supreme 
Court in the 
1980s

Gregg 
Ivers

Convinced that church-state law under the Supreme 
Court during the 1980s took "a giant-and unwelcome 
step--backward," Gregg Ivers's book explores the 
changing relationship between religion and the state. 
Those looking for a neutral account of this relationship 
should look elsewhere. This book, commissioned by 
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, is a liberal's 
response to use of the courts by "[r]eligious 
conservatives, encouraged by the election of Ronald 
Reagan," to create a "broad wave of conservative 
religious populism" in pursuit of school prayer, financial 
assistance for parochial institutions and equal access 
to public school facilities for student religious clubs.

The Oxford 
Companion to the 
Supreme Court of 
the United States

Hall, 
Kermit L

Not about church and state, but a great resource book 
on the Court.

The Journal of 
Law and Religion

Hamline 
Universi
ty Law 
School

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Religion on Trial: 
How Supreme 
Court Trends 
Threaten 
Freedom of 
Conscience in 
America

Hammo
nd, 
Philip 
E., 
David 
W. 
Machac
ek and 
Eric 
Michael 
Mazur

A powerful indictment of the current Supreme Court, 
arguing the regressive justices are not faithful to the 
Constitution and thereby endanger religious freedom.

The Godless 
Constitution: The 
Case Against 
Religious 
Correctness

Isaac 
Krammi
k & R. 
Lawrenc
e Moore

The Godless Constitution is an urgent and timely 
reexamination of the roots of church-state separation 
in American politics - and a ringing refutation of the 
misguided claims of the religious right. In this important 
polemic two distinguished scholars of American 
political ideas and religion refute this dangerous 
attempt to introduce what they term "religious 
correctness" into our politics, by reminding us that the 
absence of any mention of God in the Constitution was 
a conscious action on the framers' part, intended to 
prevent the bloody religious controversies that so 
marked European history. They also emphasize that 
church-state separation was seen as a guarantee of - 
not a hindrance to - religions liberty. Fully respecting 
the importance of religion in the public sphere, yet 
forthright in defining proper limits, The Godless 
Constitution offers a bracing return to the first 
principles of American democracy - and a guide to 
keeping them intact in the forthcoming presidential 
campaign.

Holy Hullabaloos: 
A Road Trip to 
the Battlegrounds 
of the Church-
State Wars

J. D. 
Wexler

After ten years spent riddling over the intricacies of 
church/state law from the ivory tower, law professor 
Jay Wexler decided it was high time to hit the road to 
learn what really happened in some of the most 
controversial Supreme Court cases involving this hot-
button issue. In Holy Hullabaloos, he takes us along for 
the ride, crossing the country to meet the people and 
visit the places responsible for landmark decisions in 
recent judicial history, from a high school football field 
where fans once recited prayers before kickoff to a 
Santeria church notorious for animal sacrifice, from a 
publicly funded Muslim school to a creationist 
museum. Wexler's no-holds-barred approach to 
investigating famous church/state brouhahas is as 
funny as it is informative.

Far Right 
Fantasy: A 
Sociology of 
American 
Religion and 
Politics

James 
Aho

Far-Right Fantasy is a straight-forward, jargon-free 
study of contemporary American right-wing extremism. 
The book addresses the strengths and weaknesses of 
the standard psycho-social-cultural explanations of far-
right activism. It shows how extremists are similar 
educationally and psychologically to their more 
conventional neighbors; that they get into the 
movement in the same way that others become peace 
activists or radical environmentalists, namely, through 
their ties with fellow workers and church-goers, family 
members, and classmates; and that their views are 
given a patina of certainty by being repeatedly 
corroborated within closed, non-contaminated 
communication systems. 

Religion and the 
State: Essays in 
Honor of Leo 
Pfeffer

James 
E. Wood 
Jr.

These essays examine major themes affecting religion 
and the state in a free society and the interaction of 
religion and world order. While concern is given to the 
historical and judicial context of the Establishment and 
Free Exercise Clauses of the First Amendment, special 
attention is given to contemporary church-state 
problems in American life. In addition, the volume 
analyzes alternatives to church-state relations outside 
the United States and freedom of religion in the 
international advance of human rights.

Supreme 
Conflict: The 
Inside Story of 
the Struggle for 
Control of the 
United States 
Supreme Court

Jan 
Crawfor
d 
Greenb
urg

Drawing on unprecedented access to the Supreme 
Court justices themselves and their inner circles, 
acclaimed ABC News legal correspondent Jan 
Crawford Greenburg offers an explosive newsbreaking 
account of one of the most momentous political 
watersheds in American history. From the series of 
Republican nominations that proved deeply frustrating 
to conservatives to the decades of bruising battles that 
led to the rise of Justices Roberts and Alito, this is the 
authoritative story of the conservative effort to shift the 
direction of the high court—a revelatory look at one of 
the central fronts of America's culture wars by one of 
the most widely respected experts on the subject.

The Nine: Inside 
the Secret World 
of the Supreme 
Court

Jeffrey 
Toobin

In The Nine, acclaimed journalist Jeffrey Toobin takes 
us into the chambers of the most important—and 
secret—legal body in our country, the Supreme Court, 
revealing the complex dynamic among the nine people 
who decide the law of the land. An institution at a 
moment of transition, the Court now stands at a crucial 
point, with major changes in store on such issues as 
abortion, civil rights, and church-state relations. Based 
on exclusive interviews with the justices and with a 
keen sense of the Court’s history and the trajectory of 
its future, Jeffrey Toobin creates in The Nine a riveting 
story of one of the most important forces in American 
life today. (2008)

Roger Williams 
and the Creation 
of the American 
Soul: Church, 
State and the 
Birth of Liberty

John M. 
Barry

For four hundred years, Americans have wrestled with 
and fought over two concepts that define the nature of 
the nation: the proper relation between church and 
state and between a free individual and the state. 
These debates began with the extraordinary thought 
and struggles of Roger Williams, who had an 
unparalleled understanding of the conflict between a 
government that justified itself by "reason of state"-i.e. 
national security-and its perceived "will of God" and the 
"ancient rights and liberties" of individuals. Acclaimed 
historian John M. Barry explores the development of 
these fundamental ideas through the story of the man 
who was the first to link religious freedom to individual 
liberty, and who created in America the first 
government and society on earth informed by those 
beliefs. 

Religious Liberty 
and the Secular 
State

John M. 
Swomle
y

This book exposes the Supreme Court's erosion of the 
Establishment Clause while emphasizing the Free 
Exercise Clause. Swomley also explores civil religion, 
secular humanism, and the current counter-revolution 
against separation of church and state led by some 
religious and political conservatives who would profit 
from government aid. He also lists the benefits 
churches would realize under a secular government.

Religion and the 
American 
Constitutional 
Experiment: 
Essential Rights 
and Liberties

John 
Witte, 
Jr.

The third edition of this classic book provides a 
comprehensive, multidisciplinary overview of the 
history, theory, law, and comparative analysis of 
American religious liberty from the earliest colonial 
period through the most recent Supreme Court cases. 
The authors present balanced, accessible discussions 
of controversial issues, such as funding religious 
schools and charities and displaying religious symbols 
on government property. 

The Last 
Freedom: 
Religion from the 
Public School to 
the Public Square

Joseph 
P.Vitterit
i

The presidency of George W. Bush has polarized the 
church-state debate as never before. The Far Right 
has been emboldened to use religion to govern, while 
the Far Left has redoubled its efforts to evict religion 
from public life entirely. In The Last Freedom, Joseph 
Viteritti argues that there is a basic tension between 
religion and democracy because religion often rejects 
compromise as a matter of principle while democracy 
requires compromise to thrive. Viteritti argues that 
Americans must guard against debasing politics with 
either antireligious bigotry or religious zealotry. 
Drawing on politics, history, and law, he defines a new 
approach to the church-state question that protects the 
religious and the secular alike. Challenging much 
conventional opinion, Viteritti argues that the courts 
have failed to adequately protect religious minorities, 
that the rights of the religious are under greater threat 
than those of the secular, and that democracy exacts 
greater compromises and sacrifices from the religious 
than it does from the secular.

The Good News 
Club: The 
Christian Right's 
Stealth Assault 
on America's 
Children

Katherin
e 
Stewart

In 2009, the Good News Club came to the public 
elementary school where journalist Katherine Stewart 
sent her children. The Club, which is sponsored by the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, bills itself as an after-
school program of “Bible study.” But Stewart soon 
discovered that the Club’s real mission is to convert 
children to fundamentalist Christianity and encourage 
them to proselytize to their “unchurched” peers, all the 
while promoting the natural but false impression 
among the children that its activities are endorsed by 
the school. Astonished to discover that the U.S. 
Supreme Court has deemed this—and other forms of 
religious activity in public schools—legal, Stewart set 
off on an investigative journey to dozens of cities and 
towns across the nation to document the impact. In this 
book she demonstrates that there is more religion in 
America’s public schools today than there has been for 
the past 100 years. The movement driving this agenda 
is stealthy. It is aggressive. It has our children in its 
sights. And its ultimate aim is to destroy the system of 
public education as we know it.

American 
Theocracy: The 
Peril and Politics 
of Radical 
Religion, Oil, and 
Borrowed Money 
in the 21st 
Century

Kevin 
Phillips

Phillips takes an uncompromising view of the current 
age of global overreach, fundamentalist religion, 
diminishing resources, and ballooning debt under the 
GOP majority. With an eye to the past and a searing 
vision of the future, Phillips confirms what too many 
Americans are still unwilling to admit about the depth 
of our misgovernment.

The 
Fundamentals of 
Extremism: The 
Christian Right in 
America

Kimberl
y Blaker

The politics, educational policies, and social values 
perpetuated by Christian fundamentalists are exposed 
in this critical perspective on the religious right's role in 
American society. Statistics and studies of the 
movement are offered that provide insight into the 
causes and characteristics of fundamentalism and its 
effects on minority groups including women, children, 
African Americans, gays, and lesbians. Essays from a 
variety of authors consider the path to theocracy, the 
effect of the theology of inerrancy on politics, and the 
state of fundamentalism in the United States after the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Creationism on 
Trial: Evolution 
and God at Little 
Rock

Langdo
n Gilkey

Creationism on Trial is Gilkey's blow-by-blow account 
of his experiences as a witness for the ACLU at the 
1981 creationist trial in Little Rock, AR.

The Devil in 
Dover: An 
Insider's Story of 
Dogma v. Darwin 
in Small Town 
America

Lauri 
Lebo

Local newspaper reporter Lauri Lebo was handed the 
story of a lifetime when the Dover (Pennsylvania) 
School Board adopted a measure to require its ninth-
grade biology students to learn about intelligent 
design. In a case that recalled the famed 1925 Scopes 
“monkey” trial and made international headlines, 
eleven parents sued the school board. When the case 
wound up in federal court before a George W. Bush–
appointed judge, Lebo had a front-row seat. Lebo 
skillfully probes the compelling background of the 
case, introducing us to the plaintiffs, the defendants, 
the lawyers, and a parade of witnesses, along with 
Judge John E. Jones, who would eventually condemn 
the school board’s decision as one of “breathtaking 
inanity.” With the antievolution battle having moved to 
the state level—and the recent passage of state 
legislation that protects the right of schools to teach 
alternatives to evolution—the story will continue to be 
relevant for years to come.

Religion, State 
and the Burger 
Court

Leo 
Pfeffer

In Religion, State and the Burger Court, Leo Pfeffer, 
the leading authority on church/state law, presents a 
trenchant analysis of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court under Chief Justice Warren E. Burger, focusing 
on the Court's interpretation of the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments. These amendments that guarantee the 
separation of church and state and the free exercise of 
religion are fundamental to the unique character of 
democracy as it exists in the United States. However, 
the distinction between affairs of state and the 
concerns of organized religion has become blurred.

The 
Establishment 
Clause, Religion 
and the First 
Amendment

Leonard 
W. Levy

Leonard Levy's classic work examines the 
circumstances that led to the writing of the 
establishment clause of the First Amendment: 
'Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion. . . .' He argues that, contrary 
to popular belief, the framers of the Constitution 
intended to prohibit government aid to religion even on 
an impartial basis. He thus refutes the view of 
'nonpreferentialists,' who interpret the clause as 
allowing such aid provided that the assistance is not 
restricted to a preferred church. For this new edition, 
Levy has added to his original arguments and 
incorporated much new material, including an analysis 
of Jefferson's ideas on the relationship between church 
and state and a discussion of the establishment clause 
cases brought before the Supreme Court since the 
book was originally published in 1986.

God vs The 
Gavel: Religion 
and the Rule of 
Law

Marci 
Hamilto
n

God vs. the Gavel challenges the pervasive 
assumption that all religious conduct deserves 
constitutional protection. While religious conduct 
provides many benefits to society, it is not always 
benign. The thesis of the book is that anyone who 
harms another person should be governed by the laws 
that govern everyone else - and truth be told, religion is 
capable of great harm.

The Search for 
Christian America

Mark 
Noll., 
Nathan 
O. 
Hatch 
and 
George 
M. 
Marsde
n

The Search for Christian America" explores key 
questions raised by the movement asserting the 
Christian heritage of the U.S. and calling for its 
recovery. Through careful historical and contemporary 
analysis, the authors address such issues as: how 
much Christian action is required to make a whole 
society Christian; Puritan New England as case study; 
Christian principles vs. baptised ideology in the 
Revolutionary period; the stumbling block of incorrect 
views of America's history for effective Christian 
involvement in critical public issues; the relationship of 
Christian convictions to political or social agendas; 
learning to think historically as a guard against 
shortsighted or simplistic approaches.

The Myth of 
Christian 
America: What 
You Need to 
Know About the 
Separation of 
Church and State

Mark 
Weldon 
Whitten

Written in an accessible, popular style, Whitten 
provides sound scholarship in defense of the 
exposition of constitutional church-state separation.

Liberty and 
Conscience

Martha 
Nussba
um

The respect for religious difference has formed the 
bedrock of our nation and made equality possible. Yet 
today we are told that “moral values”—code for a 
government shaped by religious concerns—must be 
the keystone of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.

A Wall of 
Separation? 
Debating the 
Public Role of 
Religion

Mary C. 
Segers 
& Ted 
G. Jelen

Should the wall of separation between church and 
state be permeable or inviolable? This question has 
been hotly contested since the nation's founding and 
contentious debates persist today. With a collection of 
the most significant documents and an introduction by 
Clarke E. Cochran that provides the historical context 
of the debate, prominent scholars Mary Segers and 
Ted Jelen debate the impact of organized religion on 
the democratic process, examine its influence on 
political discourse, and discuss its significance for the 
creation of public policy. The authors illuminate the 
constitutional implications of using religion to cultivate 
public morality and discuss the complexities of creating 
a civic-minded citizenry in a pluralistic society.

Religious 
Freedom and the 
Supreme Court

Melissa 
Rogers, 
and 
Steven 
K. 
Green

A completely recast, updated, version of Robert T. 
Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward Benevolent 
Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme Court, 
listed belowA completely recast, updated, version of 
Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward 
Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme 
Court, listed belowA completely recast, updated, 
version of Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, 
Toward Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the 
Supreme Court, listed below

That's Not What 
They Meant! 
Reclaiming 
America's 
Founding Fathers 
from the Right 
Wing

Michael 
Austin

 In That's Not What They Meant! Professor Michael 
Austin examines dozens of books, articles, speeches, 
and radio broadcasts by such figures as Glenn Beck, 
Mark Levin, Sean Hannity, Larry Schweikart, and 
David Barton to expose the deep historical flaws in 
their use of America's founding history. In contrast to 
their misleading method of citing proof texts to serve a 
narrow agenda, Austin allows the Founding Fathers to 
speak for themselves, situating all quotations in the 
proper historical context. What emerges is a true 
historical picture of men who often disagreed with one 
another on such crucial issues as federal power, 
judicial review, and the separation of church and state. 
As Austin shows, the real legacy of the Founding 
Fathers to us is a political process: a system of 
disagreement, debate, and compromise that has kept 
democracy vibrant in America for more than two 
hundred years. Austin's carefully researched and 
rigorously argued book is essential reading for anyone 
seeking the accurate historical background to many of 
the hot-button political debates of today.

The Religious 
Roots of the First 
Amendment: 
Dissenting 
Protestants and 
the Separation of 
Church and State

Nichola
s P. 
Miller

Traditional understandings of the genesis of the 
separation of church and state rest on assumptions 
about "Enlightenment" and the republican ethos of 
citizenship. In The Religious Roots of the First 
Amendment, Nicholas P. Miller does not seek to 
dislodge that interpretation but to augment and enrich 
it by recovering its cultural and discursive religious 
contexts--specifically the discourse of Protestant 
dissent. He argues that commitments by certain 
dissenting Protestants to the right of private judgment 
in matters of Biblical interpretation, an outgrowth of the 
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, helped 
promote religious disestablishment in the early modern 
West. Miller shows that the separation of church and 
state can be read, most persuasively, as the triumph of 
a particular strand of Protestant nonconformity-that 
which stretched back to the Puritan separatist and the 
Restoration sects, rather than to those, like 
Presbyterians, who sought to replace the "wrong" 
church establishment with their own, "right" one. 

The Creator in 
the Courtroom: 
"Scopes II": The 
1981 Arkansas 
Creation-
Evolution Trial

Norman 
Geisler

Written by a creationist, this book is an account of the 
Scopes trial from that perspective, and argues that the 
judge in the case was prejudiced agains creationism 
from the very beginning. 

Storm Center: 
The Supreme 
Court in 
American Politics

O’Brien, 
David M

A terrific introduction to the history and particularly the 
workings of the Supreme Court, although it has very 
little specifically about church and state

God on Trial: 
Dispatches from 
America's 
Religious 
Battlefields

Peter 
Irons

Over the past two decades, federal courts have 
become contentious battlefields in America's growing 
religious wars. Since 1989, five momentous court 
cases have divided communities and the nation. Peter 
Irons, a noted constitutional scholar, lawyer, and author 
of the bestselling May It Please the Court, delivers a 
compelling narrative accompanied by first-person 
accounts from both sides of the fight in these historic 
cases. 

Living the 
Secular Life

Phil 
Zucker
man

Drawing on innovative sociological research, Living the 
Secular Life illuminates this demographic shift with the 
moral convictions that govern secular individuals, 
offering crucial information for the religious and 
nonreligious alike. Living the Secular Life reveals that, 
despite opinions to the contrary, nonreligious 
Americans possess a unique moral code that allows 
them to effectively navigate the complexities of modern 
life. Spiritual self-reliance, clear-eyed pragmatism, and 
an abiding faith in the Golden Rule to adjudicate moral 
decisions: these common principles are shared across 
secular society. Living the Secular Life demonstrates 
these principles in action and points to their usage 
throughout daily life.

Thy Kingdom 
Come: How the 
Religious Right 
Distorts Faith and 
Threatens 
America

Randall 
Balmer

For much of American history, evangelicalism was 
aligned with progressive political causes-the abolition 
of slavery, universal suffrage, and public education. 
But contemporary conservative activists have 
defaulted on this majestic legacy, embracing instead 
an agenda virtually indistinguishable from the 
Republican Party platform. How has evangelical 
Christianity become so entrenched in partisan politics? 
Randall Balmer, an evangelical Christian and a 
historian of American religion, deftly combines 
ethnographic research, theological reflections, and 
historical context to examine the nature of the 
Religious Right today-and offers a rallying cry for 
liberal Christians to reclaim the noble traditions of their 
faith.

First Freedom: 
The Fight for 
Religious Liberty

Randall 
Balmer, 
Lee 
Grogerg 
& Mark 
Mabry

In the sweltering summer of 1789, James Madison 
penned sixteen words in spare prose that became the 
First Amendment to the United States Constitution. 
Herein the founding fathers of a young government 
pledged separation of church and state, thus 
guaranteeing religious freedom for its citizens and 
establishing a free marketplace for religion in the 
United States. Utterly unprecedented in Western 
history, this construction of a government without the 
interlocking authority of religion set a new course for 
faith and politics and has produced a vibrant religious 
culture unmatched anywhere in the world. First 
Freedom details the progression of religious liberty 
from pilgrims and Puritans to the creation of the Bill of 
Rights and how it shaped a new nation. 

Close Encounters 
with the Religious 
Right: Journeys 
into the Twilight 
Zone of Religion 
and Politics

Rob 
Boston

What does Pat Robertson's Christian Coalition really 
want? What secret agenda lies behind radio counselor 
James Dobson's Focus on the Family? Who are the 
Promise Keepers and what are their ultimate goals? 
Why do so many leaders of the religious right engage 
in gay bashing? What would these groups do to our 
public school system, or to our government, if they 
were in power? Close Encounters with the Religious 
Right takes you behind the scenes to answer these 
questions and gives the reader a rare glimpse of a 
world the average American may not even realize 
exists.

James Madison 
on Religious 
Liberty

Robert 
Alley

This long-overdue volume is the only one of its kind 
containing all of Madison's religious writings, as well as 
new contributions by leading scholars. Madison's 
writings assume even more importance to thoughtful 
Americans as the Supreme Court continues to decide 
issues of school prayer, and as the Moral Majority tries 
to desecularize American public and private life. 
Imagine an America without the Bill of Rights, without 
the Constitution. This image of our nation, existing 
without these two foundations of freedom, justice, and 
inquiry, assaults the imagination, for these two 
documents are the fuel that runs the republic. What is 
even more remarkable is that their primary author was 
one man - James Madison.

The Most 
Dangerous Man 
in America? 

Robert 
Boston

Televangelist Pat Robertson has built one of the most 
powerful religious-political movements in American 
history. His Christian Coalition - with its '700 Club' 
broadcasting fundamentalism tinged with right-wing 
politics to an audience of millions, its American Center 
for Law and Justice legal action group attempting to 
impose far-right Christian ideas via the courts, and the 
growing number of graduates from its Regents 
University - wields a mighty sword within the 
Republican party in at least 25 states while GOP 
national leaders and presidential hopefuls court its 
favour. Despite his power, many Americans are not 
aware of Robertson's extreme political views or his 
goals for the United States. This book examines the 
role Robertson plays in contemporary politics and his 
efforts to influence American society through his 
various political organisations, businesses, and 
broadcast empire.

Why the 
Religious Right is 
Wrong about 
Separation of 
Church and State

Robert 
Boston

Award-winning journalist Robert Boston lambastes the 
zealots of the Religious Right for spreading 
misinformation about the constitutional principle of the 
separation of church and state. Boston reveals how a 
band of ultraconservative religious groups with a 
political agenda - led primarily by televangelist Pat 
Robertson - is conducting a systematic war aginst the 
separation of church and state. The tactics of these 
groups are designed to exploit unfounded fears and 
turn the American people against the separationist 
principle. To expose the Religious Right's blatant 
distortions of U.S. history and correct its skewed 
analysis of legal rulings, Boston objectively reviews the 
evolution of church/state relations in the United States 
and looks at how the separation principle has been 
applied by the courts. He also examines efforts by 
sectarian groups to win government support for their 
schools, the school prayer issue, the history of the free 
exercise of religion, and the controversial role of 
religion in the public square.

Queering 
Christianity: 
Finding a Place 
at the Table for 
LGBTQI 
Christians

Robert 
E. 
Shore-
Goss et. 
Al.

Through essays by noted lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer or questioning, and intersex 
(LGBTQI) religion scholars, this important compilation 
summarizes the history and current status of LGBTQI 
theology, exploring its relationship to the policies, 
practices, and theology of traditional Christianity. 
Contributors contrast the "radically inclusive" thinking 
of LGBTQI theology with the "exclusivity" practiced by 
many Christian churches, explaining the reasoning of 
each and clarifying contentious issues. At the same 
time, the book highlights ways in which "queer" 
theology and practice benefit Christian congregations. 
Writing from the perspective of grassroots Christian 
LGBTQI movements, many of the contributors draw 
upon their own experiences. Equally important, the 
work creates the basis for dialogue between traditional 
churches and followers of LGBTQI theology, offering 
practical suggestions for Christian congregations that 
wish to put aside exclusionary policies and practices.

Toward 
Benevolent 
Neutrality: 
Church, State, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Robert 
Miller. 
and 
Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

Presents the text of virtually every significant Supreme 
Court decision concerning religious freedom and 
separation of church and state. Also included are 
essays interpreting the historical background and legal 
issues involved in each case, beginning with the 
principal events leading to the adoption of the First 
Amendment.

Without a Prayer: 
Religious 
Expression in 
Public Schools

Robert 
S. Alley

This is the first thorough examination of school prayer 
to bring together the experiences of parents and 
children involved in contesting public school 
sanctioned prayer and Bible reading. Alley explores the 
way in which terms like "nonpreferentialism," 
"toleration" and "accommodation" are being used to 
hide violations of the First Amendment. Personal 
interviews were conducted with those involved in 
seven prominent cases. Each story challenges 
communities that impose the mores and cultural 
patterns of religion on their public schools. The result, 
in most instances, has been angry protests as well as 
threats against parents and children, and/or property 
damage.

Red State 
Religion: Faith 
and Politics in 
America's 
Heartland

Robert 
Wuthno
w

In Red State Religion, Robert Wuthnow tells the story 
of religiously motivated political activism in Kansas 
from territorial days to the present. He examines how 
faith mixed with politics as both ordinary Kansans and 
leaders such as John Brown, Carrie Nation, William 
Allen White, and Dwight Eisenhower struggled over the 
pivotal issues of their times, from slavery and 
Prohibition to populism and anti-communism. Beyond 
providing surprising new explanations of why Kansas 
became a conservative stronghold, the book sheds 
new light on the role of religion in red states across the 
Midwest and the United States. Contrary to recent 
influential accounts, Wuthnow argues that Kansas 
conservatism is largely pragmatic, not ideological, and 
that religion in the state has less to do with politics and 
contentious moral activism than with relationships 
between neighbors, friends, and fellow churchgoers. 

The Necessity of 
Secularism

Ronald 
A. 
Lindsey

For the first time in human history, a significant 
percentage of the world’s population no longer 
believes in God. This is especially true in developed 
nations, where in some societies nonbelievers now 
outnumber believers. Unless religion collapses 
completely, or undergoes a remarkable resurgence, 
countries across the globe must learn to carefully and 
effectively manage this societal mix of religious and 
irreligious. For in a world already deeply riven by 
sectarian conflict, this unprecedented demographic 
shift presents yet another challenge to humanity. 
Writing in an engaging, accessible style, philosopher 
and lawyer Ronald A. Lindsay develops a tightly 
crafted argument for secularism—specifically, that in a 
religiously pluralistic society, a robust, thoroughgoing 
secularism is the only reliable means of preserving 
meaningful democracy and rights of conscience.

To Defend the 
Constitution: 
Religion, 
Conscientious 
Objection, 
Naturalization, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

The story of people who were denied citizenship 
because they were conscientious objectors to war and 
how they fought their battles in the Supreme Court.

That Godless 
Court? Supreme 
Court Decisions 
on Church-State 
Relationships

Ronald 
Flowers

The "religious clause" of the First Amendment, 
seemingly simple and clear, has been and continues to 
be controversial in its application. In this book, Flowers 
explains the Court's thinking, clarifying for readers the 
decisions that have been built on or that have altered 
previous positions.

The Majesty of 
the Law: 
Reflections of a 
Supreme Court 
Justice

Sandra 
Day 
O'Conn
or

Not about church and state, but a readable introduction 
to the Supreme Court, its procedures and some of the 
issues it faces. 

God's Profits: 
Faith, Fraud and 
the Republican 
Crusade for 
Values Voters

Sarah 
Posner

Keenly observed and meticulously reported, "God's 
Profits" examines the unholy alliance between a new 
breed of corrupt televangelists and the Republican 
Party, which is eagerly courting "values voters" in the 
nation's largest megachurches. Author Sarah Posner 
exposes the activities of Kenneth Copeland, John 
Hagee, Rod Parsley, T.D. Jakes, and other politically 
connected, skillfully marketed, and increasingly 
influential religious leaders. Preaching the "prosperity 
gospel"???the notion that faith and tithing alone can 
ensure financial security???both in their churches and 
over the airwaves, these charismatic leaders scam the 
gullible even as they enjoy unprecedented access to 
top Bush Administration officials. 

Sexual 
Orientation and 
Human Rights in 
American 
Religious 
Discourse

Saul M. 
Olyan & 
Martha 
C. 
Nussba
um

Sexual orientation is a topic of intense debate within 
America's religious traditions. These discussions have 
had a significant impact on the formation of public 
policy, as speakers who locate themselves squarely 
within religious traditions have articulated positions on 
both sides in recent arguments concerning gays in the 
military, civil rights protections for gays and lesbians, 
gay marriage, parenting and foster parenting, and 
benefits for partners of gay and lesbian employees of 
major corporations and institutions. This volume, which 
stems from a 1995 conference at Brown University, 
aims to promote both academic and public 
understanding of the different positions that exist on 
sexual orientation and its public policy dimensions 
within four major American religious traditions. Writers 
from within the Jewish community, the Roman Catholic 
church, Mainline Protestant churches, and African-
American churches explore the history and tradition of 
their communities on same-sex orientation, discuss the 
moral stance they advocate, and consider the legal 
and public policy implications of that stance. For each 
of these traditions, two opposing views are 
represented, and a respondent frames the issue in a 
larger context. The book concludes with essays by 
Michael McConnell and Andrew Koppelman exploring 
how our society might find a modus vivendi in a state 
position of neutrality on the moral status of 
homosexuality.

Attack of the 
Theocrats! How 
the Religious 
Right Harms Us 
All- And What We 
Can Do About It

Sean 
Fairclot
h

At no time in American history has the United States 
had such a high percentage of theocratic members of 
Congress--those who expressly endorse religious bias 
in law. Just as ominously, at no other time have 
religious fundamentalists effectively had veto power 
over one of the country's two major political parties. As 
Sean Faircloth argues, this has led to the crumbling of 
the country's most cherished founding principle--the 
wall separating church and state--and presages even 
more crumbling.

Ellery's Protest: 
How One Young 
Man Defied 
Tradition and 
Sparked the 
Battle Over 
School Prayer

Stephen 
D. 
Solomo
n

Tells the fascinating personal and legal drama of the 
Schempp case: the family’s struggle against the ugly 
reactions of neighbors, and the impassioned courtroom 
clashes as brilliant lawyers on both sides argued about 
the meaning of religious freedom. But Schempp was 
not the only case challenging religious exercises in the 
schools at the time, and Ellery’s Protest describes the 
race to the Supreme Court among the attorneys for 
four such cases. Solomon also explores the political, 
cultural, and religious roots of the controversy. 

The Bible, The 
School and the 
Constitution: The 
Clash that 
Shaped Modern 
Church-State 
Doctrine

Steven 
K. 
Green

Draws attention to an often overlooked nineteenth 
century that remains relevant to today's church-state 
debate
Offers historical as well as legal perspectives on a 
crucial episode in American history
Extensively documented from primary sources

Freethinkers: A 
History of 
American 
Secularism

Susan 
Jacoby

At a time when the separation of church and state is 
under attack as never before, Freethinkers offers a 
powerful defense of the secularist heritage that gave 
Americans the first government in the world founded 
not on the authority of religion but on the bedrock of 
human reason. In impassioned, elegant prose, 
celebrated author Susan Jacoby traces more than two 
hundred years of secularist activism, beginning with 
the fierce debate over the omission of God from the 
Constitution. Moving from nineteenth-century 
abolitionism and suffragism through the twentieth 
century's civil liberties, civil rights, and feminist 
movements, Freethinkersilluminates the neglected 
achievements of secularists who, allied with tolerant 
believers, have led the battle for reform in the past and 
today.

The Age of 
American 
Unreason

Susan 
Jacoby

A cultural history of the last forty years, The Age of 
American Unreason focuses on the convergence of 
social forces-usually treated as separate entities-that 
has created a perfect storm of anti-rationalism. These 
include the upsurge of religious fundamentalism, with 
more political power today than ever before; the failure 
of public education to create an informed citizenry; and 
the triumph of video over print culture. Sparing neither 
the right nor the left, Jacoby asserts that Americans 
today have embraced a universe of “junk thought” that 
makes almost no effort to separate fact from opinion.

The First 
Freedoms: 
Church and State 
in America to the 
Passage of the 
First Amendment

Thomas 
Curry

Is government forbidden to assist all religions equally, 
as the Supreme Court has held? Or does the First 
Amendment merely ban exclusive aid to one religion, 
as critics of the Court assert? The First Freedoms 
studies the church-state context of colonial and 
revolutionary America to present a bold new reading of 
the historical meaning of the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment. Synthesizing and interpreting a 
wealth of evidence from the founding of Virginia to the 
passage of the Bill of Rights, including everything 
published in America before 1791, Thomas Curry 
traces America's developing ideas on religious liberty 
and offers the most extensive investigation ever of the 
historical origins and background of the First 
Amendment's religion clauses.

The Age of 
Reason

Thomas 
Paine

Of all the tyrannies that affect mankind, tyranny in 
religion is the worst," declared Thomas Paine, adding, 
"every other species of tyranny is limited to the world 
we live in; but this attempts to stride beyond the grave, 
and seeks to pursue us into eternity." Paine's years of 
study and reflection on the role of religion in society 
culminated with his final work, The Age of Reason. 
This coolly reasoned polemic influenced religious 
thinking throughout the world at the dawn of the 
nineteenth century, and its resonance remains 
undiminished by time.
The selfsame humanist and egalitarian views that 
made Paine a popular figure of the American 
Revolution brought him into frequent conflict with 
political authorities. Parts of The Age of Reason were 
written in a French jail, where Paine was confined for 
his opposition to the execution of Louis XVI. An atack 
on revealed religion from the deist point of view — 
embodied by Paine's credo, "I believe in one God, and 
no more" — this work undertakes a hitherto unheard-of 
approach to Bible study. Its critical and objective 
examination of Old and New Testatments cites 
nemerous contradictions as evidence against literal 
interpretations of the text. Well articulated and 
eminently readable, The Age of Reason is a classic of 
free thought.

Founding Faith: 
Providence, 
Politics, and the 
Birth of Religious 
Freedom in 
America

Waldma
n, 
Steven

Waldman lays out the debate between the 
accommodationists and separationists and then details 
the activities and beliefs of the Founding Fathers to 
see who of the contemporary disputants is right. He 
comes down in favor of the separationists, but he is fair 
to each side and helps the student understand the 
nature of the debate and where it comes from. 

The First Liberty, 
Religion and the 
American 
Republic

William 
Lee 
Miller

Though many claim the United States to be a 
"Christian Nation," Miller provides a fascinatingly vivid 
account of the philosophical skirmishes and political 
machinations that led to the "wall of separation" 
between church and state. That famous phrase is 
Jefferson's, though it does not appear in the 
Declaration of Independence nor in the Constitution. 
But Miller follows this seminal idea from three great 
standard-bearers of religious liberty: Jefferson, 
Madison, and Roger Williams. Jefferson, who wrote 
the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, the 
precursor of the First Amendment of the Constitution; 
James Madison, who was politically responsible for 
Virginia's acceptance of religious liberty and who, a 
few years later, helped draft the Bill of Rights; and the 
even earlier figure, the radical dissenter Roger 
Williams, who propounded the idea of religious 
freedom not as a rational secularist but out of a deeply 
held spiritual faith. 

Church and State 
in American 
History, 3rd 
Edition

Wilson, 
John F. 
and 
Donald 
L. 
Drakem
an

Presents chronologically-organized chapters that 
include selections from documents like colonial 
charters, opinions of the Supreme Court and salient 
legislation, along with contemporary commentary, and 
incisive interpretations of the issues by modern 
scholars. Figures as divergent as John Winthrop, John 
F. Kennedy, and Sandra Day O’Connor speak from 
these pages as directly as Paul Blanshard, Leon 
Higginbotham, John Courtney Murray, and Robert 
Bellah. Church and State in American History 
addresses the difficult relationships among the political 
and religious structures of our society and the 
emergence of an American solution to the church-state 
problem.



Title Author Description
Visions of 
Reality- What 
Fundamentalist 
Schools Teach

Albert J. 
Menend
ez

Although a majority of Americans have repeatedly 
shown in referendum elections and opinion polls that 
they oppose tax support for nonpublic schools, 
fundamentalist leaders and their political lobbies are 
putting increasing pressure on Congress and state 
legislatures to compel taxpayers to support sectarian 
private schools through "vouchers" or "tuition tax 
credits," under the deceptive banner of "school 
choice." Albert J. Menendez has carefully examined 
the most widely used history, English, and science 
textbooks in fundamentalist private schools. He 
documents the fact that these schools promote 
prejudice against people of other faiths, distort history, 
derogate our literary heritage, cast science in a bad 
light, and otherwise indoctrinate children with "visions 
of reality" that are incompatible with public tax support.

Religion and the 
Public Schools

Anne 
Marie 
Lofaso

Religion in the Public Schools: A Road Map for 
Avoiding Lawsuits and Respecting Parents’ Legal 
Rights is designed to help. This handy 129-page book, 
written by Associate Professor of Law Anne Marie 
Lofaso of West Virginia University, examines what the 
courts have said about many religion-in-school 
controversies and provides clear, concise answers to 
common questions. Fully referenced and 
footnoted, Religion in the Public Schools is the perfect 
guide for anyone seeking to better navigate the 
intersection between religion and public education.

Why We Still 
Need Public 
Schools

Art Must 
Jr.

Two cornerstones of American democracy - separation 
of church and state, and public schools - are under 
increasing attack. As this collection of essays, written 
by some of America's leading educators, political 
figures, and advocates of religious liberty shows, 
universal public education and the separation of 
church and state are related. The eminent contributors 
to this book argue that we need to defend both 
institutions against increasing onslaughts by the 
Religious Right and other self-proclaimed arbiters of 
societal behavior, who seek to dictate public policy and 
who are labeling the public schools themselves as 
"immoral" institutions. At issue here is not whether 
public schools need to be improved. It is assumed that 
improvement is necessary.

Piety & Politics: 
The Right Wing 
Assault on 
Religious 
Freedom

Barry 
Lynn

In the wake of the 2004 presidential election, the 
Religious Right insisted that George Bush had been 
handed a mandate for an ideology-based social 
agenda, including the passage of a “marriage 
amendment” to ban same-sex unions, diversion of tax 
money to religious groups through “faith-based 
initiatives,” the teaching of creationism in public 
schools, and restrictions on abortion. Led by an 
aggressive band of television preachers and extremist 
radio personalities, the Religious Right set its sights on 
demolishing the wall of separation between church and 
state. The Reverend Barry Lynn is a devout Christian, 
but he argues that politicians need to stop looking to 
the Bible to justify their actions and should consult 
another source instead: the U.S. Constitution. 

First Freedom 
First: A Citizen's 
Guide to 
Protecting 
Religious Liberty 
and Separation of 
Church and State

Barry 
Lynn & 
C. 
Welton 
Gaddy

The United States is the most religiously diverse nation 
in the world, due in large part to the clauses of the First 
Amendment that guarantee freedom for and from 
religion. But as we debate displaying Christmas trees 
at city hall and the Ten Commandments in the 
courthouse, we must ask: in what other ways is our 
religious liberty being compromised. In First Freedom 
First, with clear language and recognizable examples, 
two of the most trusted voices on church-state 
separation address head-on the many areas where 
religion and politics overlap, with consequences for all 
Americans.

The Right to 
Religious Liberty: 
The Basic ACLU 
Guide to 
Religious Rights

Barry 
Lynn, 
Marc D. 
Stern, 
and 
Oliver 
S. 
Thomas

This revised and updated edition of The Right to 
Religious Liberty sets forth an individual’s religious 
rights under present law, offering suggestions as to 
how they can be preserved and protected. (A bit 
dated-1995- but otherwise a good resource)

  Journal of 
Church and State

Baylor 
Universi
ty

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Pray the Gay 
Away: The 
Extraordinary 
Lives of Bible 
Belt Gays

Bernade
tte 
Barton

While some areas of the Unites States have made 
tremendous progress in securing rights for gay people, 
Bible Belt states lag behind. In Pray the Gay Away, 
Bernadette Barton argues that conventions of small 
town life, rules which govern Southern manners, and 
the power wielded by Christian institutions serve as a 
foundation for both passive and active homophobia in 
the Bible Belt. She explores how conservative 
Christian ideology reproduces homophobic attitudes 
and shares how Bible Belt gays negotiate these 
attitudes in their daily lives. Drawing on the remarkable 
stories of Bible Belt gays, Barton brings to the fore 
their thoughts, experiences and hard-won insights to 
explore the front lines of our national culture war over 
marriage, family, hate crimes, and equal rights. 

To Serve God 
and Wal-Mart: 
The Making of 
Christian Free 
Enterprise

Bethany 
Ellen 
Moreton

In the decades after World War II, evangelical 
Christianity nourished America’s devotion to free 
markets, free trade, and free enterprise. The history of 
Wal-Mart uncovers a complex network that united Sun 
Belt entrepreneurs, evangelical employees, Christian 
business students, overseas missionaries, and free-
market activists. Through the stories of people linked 
by the world’s largest corporation, Bethany Moreton 
shows how a Christian service ethos powered 
capitalism at home and abroad.

Moral Minority: 
Our Skeptical 
Founding Fathers

Brooke 
Allen

In her lively refutation of modern claims about 
America's religious origins, Brooke Allen looks back at 
the late eighteenth century and shows decisively that 
the United States was founded not on Christian 
principles at all but on Enlightenment ideas. Moral 
Minority presents a powerful case that the unique legal 
framework the Founding Fathers created was 
designed according to the humanist ideals of 
Enlightenment thinkers: God entered the picture only 
as a very minor player, and Jesus Christ was 
conspicuous by his absence. The guiding spirit of the 
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. 
Constitution, Ms. Allen explains, was not Jesus Christ 
but John Locke. In direct and accessible prose, she 
provides fascinating chapters on the religious lives of 
the six men she considers the key Founding Fathers: 
Franklin, Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, and Hamilton. Far from being the 
conventional pious Christians we too often imagine, 
these men were skeptical intellectuals, in some cases 
not even Christians at all.

The Battle over 
School Prayer: 
How Engel v. 
Vitale Changed 
America

Bruce J. 
Dierenfi
eld

Bruce Dierenfield has written a concise and readable 
guide to the first and still most important case that 
addressed the constitutionality of prayer in public 
schools. The 22-word recitation in a Long Island school 
that was challenged in Engel v. Vitale was hardly 
denominational not even overtly Christian but a handful 
of parents saw it as a violation of the First 
Amendment's proscription again the establishment of 
religion. The case forced the Supreme Court to take a 
stand on Jefferson's "wall of separation" between 
church and state. When it did so, the Court declared 
that by endorsing the prayer recitation no matter how 
brief, non-denominational, or voluntary the Long Island 
school board had unconstitutionally approved the 
establishment of religion in school. Writing with 
impeccable fairness and sensitivity, Dierenfield sets his 
account of the Engel decision in the larger historical 
and political context, citing battles over a wide range of 
religious activities in public schools throughout 
American history. Through interviews with many of the 
participants, he also reveals the large price paid by the 
plaintiffs and their children, who were frequently 
harassed both during and after the trial. 

Religious 
Fundamentalisms 
and the Human 
Rights of Women

C. 
Howlan
d

Dialogue on the conflict between religious 
fundamentalism and women's rights is often stymied 
by an 'all or nothing' approach: fundamentalists claim 
of absolute religious freedom, while some feminists 
dismiss religion entirely as being so imbued with 
patriarchy as to be eternally opposed to women's 
rights. This ignores, though, the experiences of 
religious women who suffer under fundamentalism and 
fight to resist it, perceiving themselves to be at once 
religious and feminist. In Religious Fundamentalisms 
and the Human Rights of Women , Howland provides a 
forum for these different scholars, both religious and 
nonreligious, to meet and seek common ground in their 
fight against fundamentalism. Through an examination 
of international human rights, national law, grass roots 
activism, and theology, this volume explores the acute 
problems that contemporary fundamentalist 
movements pose for women's equality and liberty 
rights.

Liars for Jesus: 
The Religious 
Right's Alternate 
Version of 
American History

Chris 
Rodda

Liars for Jesus debunks many of the historical lies 
invented and used by the Christian nationalist history 
revisionists in their efforts to further their far right 
political agenda and destroy the wall of separation 
between church and state in America. Liars for Jesus 
is not a book about religion. It is a history book, 
presenting and fully documenting the true stories and 
historical facts that are distorted in the "Christian 
nation" pseudo-history promoted by the religious right.

Wrapped in the 
Flag

Claire 
Conner

Claire Conner’s award-winning memoir, Wrapped in 
the Flag (Beacon Press 2013, 2014) weaves her  
intimate personal stories with the history of the 1960s, 
70s, and 80s. She chronicles her parents’ obsession 
with radical right-wing politics embodied in the John 
Birch Society, the most powerful  anti-Communist, anti-
government, populist movement of the 20th century

Nonbeliever 
Nation: The Rise 
of Secular 
Americans

David 
Niose

Today, one in five Americans are nonbelievers―a 
rapidly growing group at a time when traditional 
Christian churches are dwindling in numbers. Still we 
see almost none of them openly serving in elected 
office, while many others continue to loudly proclaim 
the falsehood of America as a Christian nation. David 
Niose calls for nonreligious Americans from all 
backgrounds to step out of the shadows and signal 
their opposition to the long-dominant Religious Right. 
Exploring all the hot-button issues that divide the 
country―from gay marriage to education policy to 
contentious church-state battles―he shows how 
Secular Americans―a group comprised not just of 
atheists and agnostics, but lapsed Catholics, secular 
Jews, and millions of others who have walked away 
from organized religion―are mobilizing and forming 
groups all over the country (even atheist clubs in Bible-
belt high schools) to challenge the exaltation of religion 
in American politics and public life. 

Original Intent: 
Chief Justice 
Rehnquist and 
the Course of 
American 
Church/State 
Relations

Derek 
Davis

Contemporary debate in the area of church/state 
relations centers around the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment: "Congress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of religion [the 
Establishment Clause] or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof [the Free Exercise Clause]." Original Intent is a 
readable and objective summary of the views of Chief 
Justice Rehnquist and an enlightening treatise on the 
future of church/state relations in America.

Roger Williams: 
Prophet of Liberty

Edwin 
C. 
Gaustad

Roger Williams chronicles the life of one of the most 
remarkable forefathers in American history. A true 
revolutionary, this devout Puritan championed Native 
American rights; wrote treatises on equal rights, flag 
desecration, and the separation of church and state; 
established the first American settlement based on 
total religious toleration--and he lived more than a 
century before independence, when America was still a 
vast wilderness! Williams went on to adopt adult 
baptism and founded the first Baptist church in 
America. He became president of Rhode Island colony 
in 1654, served as captain in the defense of 
Providence during King Philip's War, and continued to 
write and preach passionately for religious tolerance 
and Native American rights until his death in 1683.

Proclaim Liberty 
Throughout the 
Land: A History of 
Church and State 
in America

Edwin 
Gaustad

In this volume, one of the most distinguished scholars 
of American religious history traces the complicated 
relationship of church and state from the early colonial 
period, through the unique American experiment in 
religious liberty after the Revolution, to the ongoing 
debate over religious issues in our schools and 
communities. Edwin Gaustad relates entertaining and 
edifying accounts of headline-grabbing court trials 
involving polygamy, witchcraft, and church taxation. He 
quotes moving passages from the speeches and 
writings of American Presidents and Supreme Court 
justices to prove that, to paraphrase Michelangelo, 
"religious liberty is made up of a series of trifles, but 
religious liberty is no trifle."

Faith of the 
Founders: 
Religion and the 
New Nation, 
1776-1826

Edwin 
S. 
Gaustad

Edwin Gaustad provides a careful consideration of the 
developing relationship between religion and the state 
after the American Revolution. With concise focus on 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, 
George Washington, and John Adams, Gaustad 
identifies seven varying―sometimes 
contrary―perspectives on religion that guided the 
nation's founders. Faith of the Founders shows how 
these figures possessed an intuitive understanding of 
religion that helped nourish a young country. This brief 
but insightful book offers a look into the founding 
fathers' genius―and points to a way forward through 
the ideological boundaries that threaten to upend the 
daily doings of American government today.

With God on 
Their Side: How 
Christian 
Fundamentalists 
Trampled 
Science, Policy 
and Democracy 
in George W. 
Bush's White 
House

Esther 
Kaplan

When asked which single issue most affected their 
vote in the last presidential election, more than one in 
five Americans said “moral values”—and 78 percent of 
these voters chose to reelect President George W. 
Bush. As Esther Kaplan shows in her richly detailed 
investigation, it’s no wonder the Christian right voted 
for Bush in droves—their loyal support in 2000 
produced fantastic results. While organizations that 
offer abortion counseling and services or help to 
prevent HIV see their funds cut, church groups receive 
millions in federal dollars to promote sexual abstinence 
and marriage (provided, of course, it is heterosexual). 
Bush has appointed a Christian right dream team to 
the federal courts, dedicated to tearing down what one 
such judge calls “the so-called separation of church 
and state. Religious zeal even shapes Bush’s foreign 
policy, as Christian belief in the end times spurs the 
administration’s support for hard-line policies in Israel.

Evolution vs. 
Creationism

Eugenie 
C. Scott

More than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the 
debate over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.

The Separation 
of Church and 
State: Writings on 
a Fundamental 
Freedom by 
America's 
Founders

Forrest 
Church

A primer of essential writings about one of the 
cornerstones of our democracy by the original authors 
of the Constitution, edited by preeminant liberal 
theologian Forrest Church. Americans will never stop 
debating the question of church-state separation, and 
such debates invariably lead back to the nation’s 
beginnings and the founders’ intent. The Separation of 
Church and State presents a basic collection of the 
founders’ teachings on this topic. This concise primer 
gets past the rhetoric that surrounds the current 
debate, placing the founders’ vivid writings on religious 
liberty in historical perspective. Edited and with running 
commentary by Forrest Church, this important 
collection informs anyone curious about the original 
blueprint for our country and its government.

Separation of 
Church and 
State: Founding 
Principle of 
Religious Liberty

Frank 
Lambert

Frank Lambert tackles the central claims of the 
Religious Right "historians" who insist that America 
was conceived as a "Christian State," that modern-day 
"liberals" and "secularists" have distorted and/or 
ignored the place of religion in American history, and 
that the phrase "the separation of church and state" 
does not appear in any of the founding documents and 
is, therefore, a myth created by the Left. He discusses 
what separates "bad" history from "good" history, and 
concludes that the self-styled "historians" of the 
Religious Right create a "useful past" that enlists the 
nation's founders on behalf of present-day 
conservative religious and political causes. The result 
of a politicized religious history exposes the Religious 
Right "history" as fabrications and half-truths. In fact, 
one of the foundational principles of the Constitution is 
that of separation as the key to safeguarding freedom: 
separation of powers, separation of federal and state 
governments, and separation of church and state.

Religious 
Expression and 
the American 
Constitution

Frankly
n 
Haiman

In the current environment and fervor for “homeland 
security,” personal freedoms in exchange for security 
are coming under more scrutiny. Among these 
guaranteed freedoms are the protection of religious 
expression given by the U.S. Constitution and the 
constitutional prohibitions against behaviors that 
violate the separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.

Eternal Hostility: 
The Struggle 
Between 
Theocracy and 
Democracy

Frederic
k 
Clarkso
n

What is behind the violence against abortion clinics, 
attacks on gays and lesbians and the growing power of 
the religious right? Frederick Clarkson makes it clear 
that beyond the bombers and assassins who 
sometimes make news, is a growing, if not well 
understood, movement that encompasses Pat 
Robertson's Christian Coalition, the Unification Church 
of Sun Myung Moon and the Promise Keepers--the 
lead agency of the so-called Christian men's 
movement. Clarkson exposes the wild card of the 
"theology of vigilantism" which urges the enforcement 
of "God's law" and argues for fundamentalist revolution 
against constitutional democracy. 

Setting the 
Record Straight: 
Response to 
Misconceptions 
About Public 
Education in the 
US

Gerald 
Bracey

Gerald Bracey knows there are three kinds of lies in 
education policy: lies, damned lies, and the statistics 
that reactionary reformers tout as evidence in favor of 
dismantling our public schools. In this second and 
substantially updated edition of the hard-hitting Setting 
the Record Straight, Bracey goes toe-to-toe with the 
opponents of quality public education. You'll learn how 
to discredit them in your own discussions by using the 
very logic and statistical analyses they purport to have 
on their side. In this series of smart, forceful analyses, 
Bracey homes in on specific topics like vouchers, 
school funding, and comparisons to international test 
scores, themes around which agitators have created a 
host of mythological American school failures from the 
flimsiest of evidence. Each essay begins with a 
question you might commonly hear in conversation 
about these alleged shortcomings, to which Bracey 
provides a brief, sound- byte-ready rebuttal. Then he 
follows it up with a full-length explanation, replete with 
statistical data and talking points that fully support his 
assertions-and silence those who would undermine 
education with disinformation.

Not in Our 
Classrooms

Glenn 
Branch 
& 
Eugenie 
C. Scott

Where did the concept of intelligent design originate? 
How does it connect with, and conflict with, various 
religious beliefs? Should we teach the controversy 
itself in our science classrooms? In clear and lively 
essays, a team of experts answers these questions 
and many more, describing the history of the intelligent 
design movement and the lack of scientific support for 
its claims. Most importantly, the contributors—
authorities on the scientific, legal, educational, and 
theological problems of intelligent design-speak 
specifically to teachers and parents about the need to 
defend the integrity of science education by keeping 
intelligent design out of science curriculums. 

Lowering the 
Wall: Religion 
and the Supreme 
Court in the 
1980s

Gregg 
Ivers

Convinced that church-state law under the Supreme 
Court during the 1980s took "a giant-and unwelcome 
step--backward," Gregg Ivers's book explores the 
changing relationship between religion and the state. 
Those looking for a neutral account of this relationship 
should look elsewhere. This book, commissioned by 
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, is a liberal's 
response to use of the courts by "[r]eligious 
conservatives, encouraged by the election of Ronald 
Reagan," to create a "broad wave of conservative 
religious populism" in pursuit of school prayer, financial 
assistance for parochial institutions and equal access 
to public school facilities for student religious clubs.

The Oxford 
Companion to the 
Supreme Court of 
the United States

Hall, 
Kermit L

Not about church and state, but a great resource book 
on the Court.

The Journal of 
Law and Religion

Hamline 
Universi
ty Law 
School

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Religion on Trial: 
How Supreme 
Court Trends 
Threaten 
Freedom of 
Conscience in 
America

Hammo
nd, 
Philip 
E., 
David 
W. 
Machac
ek and 
Eric 
Michael 
Mazur

A powerful indictment of the current Supreme Court, 
arguing the regressive justices are not faithful to the 
Constitution and thereby endanger religious freedom.

The Godless 
Constitution: The 
Case Against 
Religious 
Correctness

Isaac 
Krammi
k & R. 
Lawrenc
e Moore

The Godless Constitution is an urgent and timely 
reexamination of the roots of church-state separation 
in American politics - and a ringing refutation of the 
misguided claims of the religious right. In this important 
polemic two distinguished scholars of American 
political ideas and religion refute this dangerous 
attempt to introduce what they term "religious 
correctness" into our politics, by reminding us that the 
absence of any mention of God in the Constitution was 
a conscious action on the framers' part, intended to 
prevent the bloody religious controversies that so 
marked European history. They also emphasize that 
church-state separation was seen as a guarantee of - 
not a hindrance to - religions liberty. Fully respecting 
the importance of religion in the public sphere, yet 
forthright in defining proper limits, The Godless 
Constitution offers a bracing return to the first 
principles of American democracy - and a guide to 
keeping them intact in the forthcoming presidential 
campaign.

Holy Hullabaloos: 
A Road Trip to 
the Battlegrounds 
of the Church-
State Wars

J. D. 
Wexler

After ten years spent riddling over the intricacies of 
church/state law from the ivory tower, law professor 
Jay Wexler decided it was high time to hit the road to 
learn what really happened in some of the most 
controversial Supreme Court cases involving this hot-
button issue. In Holy Hullabaloos, he takes us along for 
the ride, crossing the country to meet the people and 
visit the places responsible for landmark decisions in 
recent judicial history, from a high school football field 
where fans once recited prayers before kickoff to a 
Santeria church notorious for animal sacrifice, from a 
publicly funded Muslim school to a creationist 
museum. Wexler's no-holds-barred approach to 
investigating famous church/state brouhahas is as 
funny as it is informative.

Far Right 
Fantasy: A 
Sociology of 
American 
Religion and 
Politics

James 
Aho

Far-Right Fantasy is a straight-forward, jargon-free 
study of contemporary American right-wing extremism. 
The book addresses the strengths and weaknesses of 
the standard psycho-social-cultural explanations of far-
right activism. It shows how extremists are similar 
educationally and psychologically to their more 
conventional neighbors; that they get into the 
movement in the same way that others become peace 
activists or radical environmentalists, namely, through 
their ties with fellow workers and church-goers, family 
members, and classmates; and that their views are 
given a patina of certainty by being repeatedly 
corroborated within closed, non-contaminated 
communication systems. 

Religion and the 
State: Essays in 
Honor of Leo 
Pfeffer

James 
E. Wood 
Jr.

These essays examine major themes affecting religion 
and the state in a free society and the interaction of 
religion and world order. While concern is given to the 
historical and judicial context of the Establishment and 
Free Exercise Clauses of the First Amendment, special 
attention is given to contemporary church-state 
problems in American life. In addition, the volume 
analyzes alternatives to church-state relations outside 
the United States and freedom of religion in the 
international advance of human rights.

Supreme 
Conflict: The 
Inside Story of 
the Struggle for 
Control of the 
United States 
Supreme Court

Jan 
Crawfor
d 
Greenb
urg

Drawing on unprecedented access to the Supreme 
Court justices themselves and their inner circles, 
acclaimed ABC News legal correspondent Jan 
Crawford Greenburg offers an explosive newsbreaking 
account of one of the most momentous political 
watersheds in American history. From the series of 
Republican nominations that proved deeply frustrating 
to conservatives to the decades of bruising battles that 
led to the rise of Justices Roberts and Alito, this is the 
authoritative story of the conservative effort to shift the 
direction of the high court—a revelatory look at one of 
the central fronts of America's culture wars by one of 
the most widely respected experts on the subject.

The Nine: Inside 
the Secret World 
of the Supreme 
Court

Jeffrey 
Toobin

In The Nine, acclaimed journalist Jeffrey Toobin takes 
us into the chambers of the most important—and 
secret—legal body in our country, the Supreme Court, 
revealing the complex dynamic among the nine people 
who decide the law of the land. An institution at a 
moment of transition, the Court now stands at a crucial 
point, with major changes in store on such issues as 
abortion, civil rights, and church-state relations. Based 
on exclusive interviews with the justices and with a 
keen sense of the Court’s history and the trajectory of 
its future, Jeffrey Toobin creates in The Nine a riveting 
story of one of the most important forces in American 
life today. (2008)

Roger Williams 
and the Creation 
of the American 
Soul: Church, 
State and the 
Birth of Liberty

John M. 
Barry

For four hundred years, Americans have wrestled with 
and fought over two concepts that define the nature of 
the nation: the proper relation between church and 
state and between a free individual and the state. 
These debates began with the extraordinary thought 
and struggles of Roger Williams, who had an 
unparalleled understanding of the conflict between a 
government that justified itself by "reason of state"-i.e. 
national security-and its perceived "will of God" and the 
"ancient rights and liberties" of individuals. Acclaimed 
historian John M. Barry explores the development of 
these fundamental ideas through the story of the man 
who was the first to link religious freedom to individual 
liberty, and who created in America the first 
government and society on earth informed by those 
beliefs. 

Religious Liberty 
and the Secular 
State

John M. 
Swomle
y

This book exposes the Supreme Court's erosion of the 
Establishment Clause while emphasizing the Free 
Exercise Clause. Swomley also explores civil religion, 
secular humanism, and the current counter-revolution 
against separation of church and state led by some 
religious and political conservatives who would profit 
from government aid. He also lists the benefits 
churches would realize under a secular government.

Religion and the 
American 
Constitutional 
Experiment: 
Essential Rights 
and Liberties

John 
Witte, 
Jr.

The third edition of this classic book provides a 
comprehensive, multidisciplinary overview of the 
history, theory, law, and comparative analysis of 
American religious liberty from the earliest colonial 
period through the most recent Supreme Court cases. 
The authors present balanced, accessible discussions 
of controversial issues, such as funding religious 
schools and charities and displaying religious symbols 
on government property. 

The Last 
Freedom: 
Religion from the 
Public School to 
the Public Square

Joseph 
P.Vitterit
i

The presidency of George W. Bush has polarized the 
church-state debate as never before. The Far Right 
has been emboldened to use religion to govern, while 
the Far Left has redoubled its efforts to evict religion 
from public life entirely. In The Last Freedom, Joseph 
Viteritti argues that there is a basic tension between 
religion and democracy because religion often rejects 
compromise as a matter of principle while democracy 
requires compromise to thrive. Viteritti argues that 
Americans must guard against debasing politics with 
either antireligious bigotry or religious zealotry. 
Drawing on politics, history, and law, he defines a new 
approach to the church-state question that protects the 
religious and the secular alike. Challenging much 
conventional opinion, Viteritti argues that the courts 
have failed to adequately protect religious minorities, 
that the rights of the religious are under greater threat 
than those of the secular, and that democracy exacts 
greater compromises and sacrifices from the religious 
than it does from the secular.

The Good News 
Club: The 
Christian Right's 
Stealth Assault 
on America's 
Children

Katherin
e 
Stewart

In 2009, the Good News Club came to the public 
elementary school where journalist Katherine Stewart 
sent her children. The Club, which is sponsored by the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, bills itself as an after-
school program of “Bible study.” But Stewart soon 
discovered that the Club’s real mission is to convert 
children to fundamentalist Christianity and encourage 
them to proselytize to their “unchurched” peers, all the 
while promoting the natural but false impression 
among the children that its activities are endorsed by 
the school. Astonished to discover that the U.S. 
Supreme Court has deemed this—and other forms of 
religious activity in public schools—legal, Stewart set 
off on an investigative journey to dozens of cities and 
towns across the nation to document the impact. In this 
book she demonstrates that there is more religion in 
America’s public schools today than there has been for 
the past 100 years. The movement driving this agenda 
is stealthy. It is aggressive. It has our children in its 
sights. And its ultimate aim is to destroy the system of 
public education as we know it.

American 
Theocracy: The 
Peril and Politics 
of Radical 
Religion, Oil, and 
Borrowed Money 
in the 21st 
Century

Kevin 
Phillips

Phillips takes an uncompromising view of the current 
age of global overreach, fundamentalist religion, 
diminishing resources, and ballooning debt under the 
GOP majority. With an eye to the past and a searing 
vision of the future, Phillips confirms what too many 
Americans are still unwilling to admit about the depth 
of our misgovernment.

The 
Fundamentals of 
Extremism: The 
Christian Right in 
America

Kimberl
y Blaker

The politics, educational policies, and social values 
perpetuated by Christian fundamentalists are exposed 
in this critical perspective on the religious right's role in 
American society. Statistics and studies of the 
movement are offered that provide insight into the 
causes and characteristics of fundamentalism and its 
effects on minority groups including women, children, 
African Americans, gays, and lesbians. Essays from a 
variety of authors consider the path to theocracy, the 
effect of the theology of inerrancy on politics, and the 
state of fundamentalism in the United States after the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Creationism on 
Trial: Evolution 
and God at Little 
Rock

Langdo
n Gilkey

Creationism on Trial is Gilkey's blow-by-blow account 
of his experiences as a witness for the ACLU at the 
1981 creationist trial in Little Rock, AR.

The Devil in 
Dover: An 
Insider's Story of 
Dogma v. Darwin 
in Small Town 
America

Lauri 
Lebo

Local newspaper reporter Lauri Lebo was handed the 
story of a lifetime when the Dover (Pennsylvania) 
School Board adopted a measure to require its ninth-
grade biology students to learn about intelligent 
design. In a case that recalled the famed 1925 Scopes 
“monkey” trial and made international headlines, 
eleven parents sued the school board. When the case 
wound up in federal court before a George W. Bush–
appointed judge, Lebo had a front-row seat. Lebo 
skillfully probes the compelling background of the 
case, introducing us to the plaintiffs, the defendants, 
the lawyers, and a parade of witnesses, along with 
Judge John E. Jones, who would eventually condemn 
the school board’s decision as one of “breathtaking 
inanity.” With the antievolution battle having moved to 
the state level—and the recent passage of state 
legislation that protects the right of schools to teach 
alternatives to evolution—the story will continue to be 
relevant for years to come.

Religion, State 
and the Burger 
Court

Leo 
Pfeffer

In Religion, State and the Burger Court, Leo Pfeffer, 
the leading authority on church/state law, presents a 
trenchant analysis of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court under Chief Justice Warren E. Burger, focusing 
on the Court's interpretation of the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments. These amendments that guarantee the 
separation of church and state and the free exercise of 
religion are fundamental to the unique character of 
democracy as it exists in the United States. However, 
the distinction between affairs of state and the 
concerns of organized religion has become blurred.

The 
Establishment 
Clause, Religion 
and the First 
Amendment

Leonard 
W. Levy

Leonard Levy's classic work examines the 
circumstances that led to the writing of the 
establishment clause of the First Amendment: 
'Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion. . . .' He argues that, contrary 
to popular belief, the framers of the Constitution 
intended to prohibit government aid to religion even on 
an impartial basis. He thus refutes the view of 
'nonpreferentialists,' who interpret the clause as 
allowing such aid provided that the assistance is not 
restricted to a preferred church. For this new edition, 
Levy has added to his original arguments and 
incorporated much new material, including an analysis 
of Jefferson's ideas on the relationship between church 
and state and a discussion of the establishment clause 
cases brought before the Supreme Court since the 
book was originally published in 1986.

God vs The 
Gavel: Religion 
and the Rule of 
Law

Marci 
Hamilto
n

God vs. the Gavel challenges the pervasive 
assumption that all religious conduct deserves 
constitutional protection. While religious conduct 
provides many benefits to society, it is not always 
benign. The thesis of the book is that anyone who 
harms another person should be governed by the laws 
that govern everyone else - and truth be told, religion is 
capable of great harm.

The Search for 
Christian America

Mark 
Noll., 
Nathan 
O. 
Hatch 
and 
George 
M. 
Marsde
n

The Search for Christian America" explores key 
questions raised by the movement asserting the 
Christian heritage of the U.S. and calling for its 
recovery. Through careful historical and contemporary 
analysis, the authors address such issues as: how 
much Christian action is required to make a whole 
society Christian; Puritan New England as case study; 
Christian principles vs. baptised ideology in the 
Revolutionary period; the stumbling block of incorrect 
views of America's history for effective Christian 
involvement in critical public issues; the relationship of 
Christian convictions to political or social agendas; 
learning to think historically as a guard against 
shortsighted or simplistic approaches.

The Myth of 
Christian 
America: What 
You Need to 
Know About the 
Separation of 
Church and State

Mark 
Weldon 
Whitten

Written in an accessible, popular style, Whitten 
provides sound scholarship in defense of the 
exposition of constitutional church-state separation.

Liberty and 
Conscience

Martha 
Nussba
um

The respect for religious difference has formed the 
bedrock of our nation and made equality possible. Yet 
today we are told that “moral values”—code for a 
government shaped by religious concerns—must be 
the keystone of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.

A Wall of 
Separation? 
Debating the 
Public Role of 
Religion

Mary C. 
Segers 
& Ted 
G. Jelen

Should the wall of separation between church and 
state be permeable or inviolable? This question has 
been hotly contested since the nation's founding and 
contentious debates persist today. With a collection of 
the most significant documents and an introduction by 
Clarke E. Cochran that provides the historical context 
of the debate, prominent scholars Mary Segers and 
Ted Jelen debate the impact of organized religion on 
the democratic process, examine its influence on 
political discourse, and discuss its significance for the 
creation of public policy. The authors illuminate the 
constitutional implications of using religion to cultivate 
public morality and discuss the complexities of creating 
a civic-minded citizenry in a pluralistic society.

Religious 
Freedom and the 
Supreme Court

Melissa 
Rogers, 
and 
Steven 
K. 
Green

A completely recast, updated, version of Robert T. 
Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward Benevolent 
Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme Court, 
listed belowA completely recast, updated, version of 
Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward 
Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme 
Court, listed belowA completely recast, updated, 
version of Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, 
Toward Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the 
Supreme Court, listed below

That's Not What 
They Meant! 
Reclaiming 
America's 
Founding Fathers 
from the Right 
Wing

Michael 
Austin

 In That's Not What They Meant! Professor Michael 
Austin examines dozens of books, articles, speeches, 
and radio broadcasts by such figures as Glenn Beck, 
Mark Levin, Sean Hannity, Larry Schweikart, and 
David Barton to expose the deep historical flaws in 
their use of America's founding history. In contrast to 
their misleading method of citing proof texts to serve a 
narrow agenda, Austin allows the Founding Fathers to 
speak for themselves, situating all quotations in the 
proper historical context. What emerges is a true 
historical picture of men who often disagreed with one 
another on such crucial issues as federal power, 
judicial review, and the separation of church and state. 
As Austin shows, the real legacy of the Founding 
Fathers to us is a political process: a system of 
disagreement, debate, and compromise that has kept 
democracy vibrant in America for more than two 
hundred years. Austin's carefully researched and 
rigorously argued book is essential reading for anyone 
seeking the accurate historical background to many of 
the hot-button political debates of today.

The Religious 
Roots of the First 
Amendment: 
Dissenting 
Protestants and 
the Separation of 
Church and State

Nichola
s P. 
Miller

Traditional understandings of the genesis of the 
separation of church and state rest on assumptions 
about "Enlightenment" and the republican ethos of 
citizenship. In The Religious Roots of the First 
Amendment, Nicholas P. Miller does not seek to 
dislodge that interpretation but to augment and enrich 
it by recovering its cultural and discursive religious 
contexts--specifically the discourse of Protestant 
dissent. He argues that commitments by certain 
dissenting Protestants to the right of private judgment 
in matters of Biblical interpretation, an outgrowth of the 
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, helped 
promote religious disestablishment in the early modern 
West. Miller shows that the separation of church and 
state can be read, most persuasively, as the triumph of 
a particular strand of Protestant nonconformity-that 
which stretched back to the Puritan separatist and the 
Restoration sects, rather than to those, like 
Presbyterians, who sought to replace the "wrong" 
church establishment with their own, "right" one. 

The Creator in 
the Courtroom: 
"Scopes II": The 
1981 Arkansas 
Creation-
Evolution Trial

Norman 
Geisler

Written by a creationist, this book is an account of the 
Scopes trial from that perspective, and argues that the 
judge in the case was prejudiced agains creationism 
from the very beginning. 

Storm Center: 
The Supreme 
Court in 
American Politics

O’Brien, 
David M

A terrific introduction to the history and particularly the 
workings of the Supreme Court, although it has very 
little specifically about church and state

God on Trial: 
Dispatches from 
America's 
Religious 
Battlefields

Peter 
Irons

Over the past two decades, federal courts have 
become contentious battlefields in America's growing 
religious wars. Since 1989, five momentous court 
cases have divided communities and the nation. Peter 
Irons, a noted constitutional scholar, lawyer, and author 
of the bestselling May It Please the Court, delivers a 
compelling narrative accompanied by first-person 
accounts from both sides of the fight in these historic 
cases. 

Living the 
Secular Life

Phil 
Zucker
man

Drawing on innovative sociological research, Living the 
Secular Life illuminates this demographic shift with the 
moral convictions that govern secular individuals, 
offering crucial information for the religious and 
nonreligious alike. Living the Secular Life reveals that, 
despite opinions to the contrary, nonreligious 
Americans possess a unique moral code that allows 
them to effectively navigate the complexities of modern 
life. Spiritual self-reliance, clear-eyed pragmatism, and 
an abiding faith in the Golden Rule to adjudicate moral 
decisions: these common principles are shared across 
secular society. Living the Secular Life demonstrates 
these principles in action and points to their usage 
throughout daily life.

Thy Kingdom 
Come: How the 
Religious Right 
Distorts Faith and 
Threatens 
America

Randall 
Balmer

For much of American history, evangelicalism was 
aligned with progressive political causes-the abolition 
of slavery, universal suffrage, and public education. 
But contemporary conservative activists have 
defaulted on this majestic legacy, embracing instead 
an agenda virtually indistinguishable from the 
Republican Party platform. How has evangelical 
Christianity become so entrenched in partisan politics? 
Randall Balmer, an evangelical Christian and a 
historian of American religion, deftly combines 
ethnographic research, theological reflections, and 
historical context to examine the nature of the 
Religious Right today-and offers a rallying cry for 
liberal Christians to reclaim the noble traditions of their 
faith.

First Freedom: 
The Fight for 
Religious Liberty

Randall 
Balmer, 
Lee 
Grogerg 
& Mark 
Mabry

In the sweltering summer of 1789, James Madison 
penned sixteen words in spare prose that became the 
First Amendment to the United States Constitution. 
Herein the founding fathers of a young government 
pledged separation of church and state, thus 
guaranteeing religious freedom for its citizens and 
establishing a free marketplace for religion in the 
United States. Utterly unprecedented in Western 
history, this construction of a government without the 
interlocking authority of religion set a new course for 
faith and politics and has produced a vibrant religious 
culture unmatched anywhere in the world. First 
Freedom details the progression of religious liberty 
from pilgrims and Puritans to the creation of the Bill of 
Rights and how it shaped a new nation. 

Close Encounters 
with the Religious 
Right: Journeys 
into the Twilight 
Zone of Religion 
and Politics

Rob 
Boston

What does Pat Robertson's Christian Coalition really 
want? What secret agenda lies behind radio counselor 
James Dobson's Focus on the Family? Who are the 
Promise Keepers and what are their ultimate goals? 
Why do so many leaders of the religious right engage 
in gay bashing? What would these groups do to our 
public school system, or to our government, if they 
were in power? Close Encounters with the Religious 
Right takes you behind the scenes to answer these 
questions and gives the reader a rare glimpse of a 
world the average American may not even realize 
exists.

James Madison 
on Religious 
Liberty

Robert 
Alley

This long-overdue volume is the only one of its kind 
containing all of Madison's religious writings, as well as 
new contributions by leading scholars. Madison's 
writings assume even more importance to thoughtful 
Americans as the Supreme Court continues to decide 
issues of school prayer, and as the Moral Majority tries 
to desecularize American public and private life. 
Imagine an America without the Bill of Rights, without 
the Constitution. This image of our nation, existing 
without these two foundations of freedom, justice, and 
inquiry, assaults the imagination, for these two 
documents are the fuel that runs the republic. What is 
even more remarkable is that their primary author was 
one man - James Madison.

The Most 
Dangerous Man 
in America? 

Robert 
Boston

Televangelist Pat Robertson has built one of the most 
powerful religious-political movements in American 
history. His Christian Coalition - with its '700 Club' 
broadcasting fundamentalism tinged with right-wing 
politics to an audience of millions, its American Center 
for Law and Justice legal action group attempting to 
impose far-right Christian ideas via the courts, and the 
growing number of graduates from its Regents 
University - wields a mighty sword within the 
Republican party in at least 25 states while GOP 
national leaders and presidential hopefuls court its 
favour. Despite his power, many Americans are not 
aware of Robertson's extreme political views or his 
goals for the United States. This book examines the 
role Robertson plays in contemporary politics and his 
efforts to influence American society through his 
various political organisations, businesses, and 
broadcast empire.

Why the 
Religious Right is 
Wrong about 
Separation of 
Church and State

Robert 
Boston

Award-winning journalist Robert Boston lambastes the 
zealots of the Religious Right for spreading 
misinformation about the constitutional principle of the 
separation of church and state. Boston reveals how a 
band of ultraconservative religious groups with a 
political agenda - led primarily by televangelist Pat 
Robertson - is conducting a systematic war aginst the 
separation of church and state. The tactics of these 
groups are designed to exploit unfounded fears and 
turn the American people against the separationist 
principle. To expose the Religious Right's blatant 
distortions of U.S. history and correct its skewed 
analysis of legal rulings, Boston objectively reviews the 
evolution of church/state relations in the United States 
and looks at how the separation principle has been 
applied by the courts. He also examines efforts by 
sectarian groups to win government support for their 
schools, the school prayer issue, the history of the free 
exercise of religion, and the controversial role of 
religion in the public square.

Queering 
Christianity: 
Finding a Place 
at the Table for 
LGBTQI 
Christians

Robert 
E. 
Shore-
Goss et. 
Al.

Through essays by noted lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer or questioning, and intersex 
(LGBTQI) religion scholars, this important compilation 
summarizes the history and current status of LGBTQI 
theology, exploring its relationship to the policies, 
practices, and theology of traditional Christianity. 
Contributors contrast the "radically inclusive" thinking 
of LGBTQI theology with the "exclusivity" practiced by 
many Christian churches, explaining the reasoning of 
each and clarifying contentious issues. At the same 
time, the book highlights ways in which "queer" 
theology and practice benefit Christian congregations. 
Writing from the perspective of grassroots Christian 
LGBTQI movements, many of the contributors draw 
upon their own experiences. Equally important, the 
work creates the basis for dialogue between traditional 
churches and followers of LGBTQI theology, offering 
practical suggestions for Christian congregations that 
wish to put aside exclusionary policies and practices.

Toward 
Benevolent 
Neutrality: 
Church, State, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Robert 
Miller. 
and 
Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

Presents the text of virtually every significant Supreme 
Court decision concerning religious freedom and 
separation of church and state. Also included are 
essays interpreting the historical background and legal 
issues involved in each case, beginning with the 
principal events leading to the adoption of the First 
Amendment.

Without a Prayer: 
Religious 
Expression in 
Public Schools

Robert 
S. Alley

This is the first thorough examination of school prayer 
to bring together the experiences of parents and 
children involved in contesting public school 
sanctioned prayer and Bible reading. Alley explores the 
way in which terms like "nonpreferentialism," 
"toleration" and "accommodation" are being used to 
hide violations of the First Amendment. Personal 
interviews were conducted with those involved in 
seven prominent cases. Each story challenges 
communities that impose the mores and cultural 
patterns of religion on their public schools. The result, 
in most instances, has been angry protests as well as 
threats against parents and children, and/or property 
damage.

Red State 
Religion: Faith 
and Politics in 
America's 
Heartland

Robert 
Wuthno
w

In Red State Religion, Robert Wuthnow tells the story 
of religiously motivated political activism in Kansas 
from territorial days to the present. He examines how 
faith mixed with politics as both ordinary Kansans and 
leaders such as John Brown, Carrie Nation, William 
Allen White, and Dwight Eisenhower struggled over the 
pivotal issues of their times, from slavery and 
Prohibition to populism and anti-communism. Beyond 
providing surprising new explanations of why Kansas 
became a conservative stronghold, the book sheds 
new light on the role of religion in red states across the 
Midwest and the United States. Contrary to recent 
influential accounts, Wuthnow argues that Kansas 
conservatism is largely pragmatic, not ideological, and 
that religion in the state has less to do with politics and 
contentious moral activism than with relationships 
between neighbors, friends, and fellow churchgoers. 

The Necessity of 
Secularism

Ronald 
A. 
Lindsey

For the first time in human history, a significant 
percentage of the world’s population no longer 
believes in God. This is especially true in developed 
nations, where in some societies nonbelievers now 
outnumber believers. Unless religion collapses 
completely, or undergoes a remarkable resurgence, 
countries across the globe must learn to carefully and 
effectively manage this societal mix of religious and 
irreligious. For in a world already deeply riven by 
sectarian conflict, this unprecedented demographic 
shift presents yet another challenge to humanity. 
Writing in an engaging, accessible style, philosopher 
and lawyer Ronald A. Lindsay develops a tightly 
crafted argument for secularism—specifically, that in a 
religiously pluralistic society, a robust, thoroughgoing 
secularism is the only reliable means of preserving 
meaningful democracy and rights of conscience.

To Defend the 
Constitution: 
Religion, 
Conscientious 
Objection, 
Naturalization, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

The story of people who were denied citizenship 
because they were conscientious objectors to war and 
how they fought their battles in the Supreme Court.

That Godless 
Court? Supreme 
Court Decisions 
on Church-State 
Relationships

Ronald 
Flowers

The "religious clause" of the First Amendment, 
seemingly simple and clear, has been and continues to 
be controversial in its application. In this book, Flowers 
explains the Court's thinking, clarifying for readers the 
decisions that have been built on or that have altered 
previous positions.

The Majesty of 
the Law: 
Reflections of a 
Supreme Court 
Justice

Sandra 
Day 
O'Conn
or

Not about church and state, but a readable introduction 
to the Supreme Court, its procedures and some of the 
issues it faces. 

God's Profits: 
Faith, Fraud and 
the Republican 
Crusade for 
Values Voters

Sarah 
Posner

Keenly observed and meticulously reported, "God's 
Profits" examines the unholy alliance between a new 
breed of corrupt televangelists and the Republican 
Party, which is eagerly courting "values voters" in the 
nation's largest megachurches. Author Sarah Posner 
exposes the activities of Kenneth Copeland, John 
Hagee, Rod Parsley, T.D. Jakes, and other politically 
connected, skillfully marketed, and increasingly 
influential religious leaders. Preaching the "prosperity 
gospel"???the notion that faith and tithing alone can 
ensure financial security???both in their churches and 
over the airwaves, these charismatic leaders scam the 
gullible even as they enjoy unprecedented access to 
top Bush Administration officials. 

Sexual 
Orientation and 
Human Rights in 
American 
Religious 
Discourse

Saul M. 
Olyan & 
Martha 
C. 
Nussba
um

Sexual orientation is a topic of intense debate within 
America's religious traditions. These discussions have 
had a significant impact on the formation of public 
policy, as speakers who locate themselves squarely 
within religious traditions have articulated positions on 
both sides in recent arguments concerning gays in the 
military, civil rights protections for gays and lesbians, 
gay marriage, parenting and foster parenting, and 
benefits for partners of gay and lesbian employees of 
major corporations and institutions. This volume, which 
stems from a 1995 conference at Brown University, 
aims to promote both academic and public 
understanding of the different positions that exist on 
sexual orientation and its public policy dimensions 
within four major American religious traditions. Writers 
from within the Jewish community, the Roman Catholic 
church, Mainline Protestant churches, and African-
American churches explore the history and tradition of 
their communities on same-sex orientation, discuss the 
moral stance they advocate, and consider the legal 
and public policy implications of that stance. For each 
of these traditions, two opposing views are 
represented, and a respondent frames the issue in a 
larger context. The book concludes with essays by 
Michael McConnell and Andrew Koppelman exploring 
how our society might find a modus vivendi in a state 
position of neutrality on the moral status of 
homosexuality.

Attack of the 
Theocrats! How 
the Religious 
Right Harms Us 
All- And What We 
Can Do About It

Sean 
Fairclot
h

At no time in American history has the United States 
had such a high percentage of theocratic members of 
Congress--those who expressly endorse religious bias 
in law. Just as ominously, at no other time have 
religious fundamentalists effectively had veto power 
over one of the country's two major political parties. As 
Sean Faircloth argues, this has led to the crumbling of 
the country's most cherished founding principle--the 
wall separating church and state--and presages even 
more crumbling.

Ellery's Protest: 
How One Young 
Man Defied 
Tradition and 
Sparked the 
Battle Over 
School Prayer

Stephen 
D. 
Solomo
n

Tells the fascinating personal and legal drama of the 
Schempp case: the family’s struggle against the ugly 
reactions of neighbors, and the impassioned courtroom 
clashes as brilliant lawyers on both sides argued about 
the meaning of religious freedom. But Schempp was 
not the only case challenging religious exercises in the 
schools at the time, and Ellery’s Protest describes the 
race to the Supreme Court among the attorneys for 
four such cases. Solomon also explores the political, 
cultural, and religious roots of the controversy. 

The Bible, The 
School and the 
Constitution: The 
Clash that 
Shaped Modern 
Church-State 
Doctrine

Steven 
K. 
Green

Draws attention to an often overlooked nineteenth 
century that remains relevant to today's church-state 
debate
Offers historical as well as legal perspectives on a 
crucial episode in American history
Extensively documented from primary sources

Freethinkers: A 
History of 
American 
Secularism

Susan 
Jacoby

At a time when the separation of church and state is 
under attack as never before, Freethinkers offers a 
powerful defense of the secularist heritage that gave 
Americans the first government in the world founded 
not on the authority of religion but on the bedrock of 
human reason. In impassioned, elegant prose, 
celebrated author Susan Jacoby traces more than two 
hundred years of secularist activism, beginning with 
the fierce debate over the omission of God from the 
Constitution. Moving from nineteenth-century 
abolitionism and suffragism through the twentieth 
century's civil liberties, civil rights, and feminist 
movements, Freethinkersilluminates the neglected 
achievements of secularists who, allied with tolerant 
believers, have led the battle for reform in the past and 
today.

The Age of 
American 
Unreason

Susan 
Jacoby

A cultural history of the last forty years, The Age of 
American Unreason focuses on the convergence of 
social forces-usually treated as separate entities-that 
has created a perfect storm of anti-rationalism. These 
include the upsurge of religious fundamentalism, with 
more political power today than ever before; the failure 
of public education to create an informed citizenry; and 
the triumph of video over print culture. Sparing neither 
the right nor the left, Jacoby asserts that Americans 
today have embraced a universe of “junk thought” that 
makes almost no effort to separate fact from opinion.

The First 
Freedoms: 
Church and State 
in America to the 
Passage of the 
First Amendment

Thomas 
Curry

Is government forbidden to assist all religions equally, 
as the Supreme Court has held? Or does the First 
Amendment merely ban exclusive aid to one religion, 
as critics of the Court assert? The First Freedoms 
studies the church-state context of colonial and 
revolutionary America to present a bold new reading of 
the historical meaning of the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment. Synthesizing and interpreting a 
wealth of evidence from the founding of Virginia to the 
passage of the Bill of Rights, including everything 
published in America before 1791, Thomas Curry 
traces America's developing ideas on religious liberty 
and offers the most extensive investigation ever of the 
historical origins and background of the First 
Amendment's religion clauses.

The Age of 
Reason

Thomas 
Paine

Of all the tyrannies that affect mankind, tyranny in 
religion is the worst," declared Thomas Paine, adding, 
"every other species of tyranny is limited to the world 
we live in; but this attempts to stride beyond the grave, 
and seeks to pursue us into eternity." Paine's years of 
study and reflection on the role of religion in society 
culminated with his final work, The Age of Reason. 
This coolly reasoned polemic influenced religious 
thinking throughout the world at the dawn of the 
nineteenth century, and its resonance remains 
undiminished by time.
The selfsame humanist and egalitarian views that 
made Paine a popular figure of the American 
Revolution brought him into frequent conflict with 
political authorities. Parts of The Age of Reason were 
written in a French jail, where Paine was confined for 
his opposition to the execution of Louis XVI. An atack 
on revealed religion from the deist point of view — 
embodied by Paine's credo, "I believe in one God, and 
no more" — this work undertakes a hitherto unheard-of 
approach to Bible study. Its critical and objective 
examination of Old and New Testatments cites 
nemerous contradictions as evidence against literal 
interpretations of the text. Well articulated and 
eminently readable, The Age of Reason is a classic of 
free thought.

Founding Faith: 
Providence, 
Politics, and the 
Birth of Religious 
Freedom in 
America

Waldma
n, 
Steven

Waldman lays out the debate between the 
accommodationists and separationists and then details 
the activities and beliefs of the Founding Fathers to 
see who of the contemporary disputants is right. He 
comes down in favor of the separationists, but he is fair 
to each side and helps the student understand the 
nature of the debate and where it comes from. 

The First Liberty, 
Religion and the 
American 
Republic

William 
Lee 
Miller

Though many claim the United States to be a 
"Christian Nation," Miller provides a fascinatingly vivid 
account of the philosophical skirmishes and political 
machinations that led to the "wall of separation" 
between church and state. That famous phrase is 
Jefferson's, though it does not appear in the 
Declaration of Independence nor in the Constitution. 
But Miller follows this seminal idea from three great 
standard-bearers of religious liberty: Jefferson, 
Madison, and Roger Williams. Jefferson, who wrote 
the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, the 
precursor of the First Amendment of the Constitution; 
James Madison, who was politically responsible for 
Virginia's acceptance of religious liberty and who, a 
few years later, helped draft the Bill of Rights; and the 
even earlier figure, the radical dissenter Roger 
Williams, who propounded the idea of religious 
freedom not as a rational secularist but out of a deeply 
held spiritual faith. 

Church and State 
in American 
History, 3rd 
Edition

Wilson, 
John F. 
and 
Donald 
L. 
Drakem
an

Presents chronologically-organized chapters that 
include selections from documents like colonial 
charters, opinions of the Supreme Court and salient 
legislation, along with contemporary commentary, and 
incisive interpretations of the issues by modern 
scholars. Figures as divergent as John Winthrop, John 
F. Kennedy, and Sandra Day O’Connor speak from 
these pages as directly as Paul Blanshard, Leon 
Higginbotham, John Courtney Murray, and Robert 
Bellah. Church and State in American History 
addresses the difficult relationships among the political 
and religious structures of our society and the 
emergence of an American solution to the church-state 
problem.



Title Author Description
Visions of 
Reality- What 
Fundamentalist 
Schools Teach

Albert J. 
Menend
ez

Although a majority of Americans have repeatedly 
shown in referendum elections and opinion polls that 
they oppose tax support for nonpublic schools, 
fundamentalist leaders and their political lobbies are 
putting increasing pressure on Congress and state 
legislatures to compel taxpayers to support sectarian 
private schools through "vouchers" or "tuition tax 
credits," under the deceptive banner of "school 
choice." Albert J. Menendez has carefully examined 
the most widely used history, English, and science 
textbooks in fundamentalist private schools. He 
documents the fact that these schools promote 
prejudice against people of other faiths, distort history, 
derogate our literary heritage, cast science in a bad 
light, and otherwise indoctrinate children with "visions 
of reality" that are incompatible with public tax support.

Religion and the 
Public Schools

Anne 
Marie 
Lofaso

Religion in the Public Schools: A Road Map for 
Avoiding Lawsuits and Respecting Parents’ Legal 
Rights is designed to help. This handy 129-page book, 
written by Associate Professor of Law Anne Marie 
Lofaso of West Virginia University, examines what the 
courts have said about many religion-in-school 
controversies and provides clear, concise answers to 
common questions. Fully referenced and 
footnoted, Religion in the Public Schools is the perfect 
guide for anyone seeking to better navigate the 
intersection between religion and public education.

Why We Still 
Need Public 
Schools

Art Must 
Jr.

Two cornerstones of American democracy - separation 
of church and state, and public schools - are under 
increasing attack. As this collection of essays, written 
by some of America's leading educators, political 
figures, and advocates of religious liberty shows, 
universal public education and the separation of 
church and state are related. The eminent contributors 
to this book argue that we need to defend both 
institutions against increasing onslaughts by the 
Religious Right and other self-proclaimed arbiters of 
societal behavior, who seek to dictate public policy and 
who are labeling the public schools themselves as 
"immoral" institutions. At issue here is not whether 
public schools need to be improved. It is assumed that 
improvement is necessary.

Piety & Politics: 
The Right Wing 
Assault on 
Religious 
Freedom

Barry 
Lynn

In the wake of the 2004 presidential election, the 
Religious Right insisted that George Bush had been 
handed a mandate for an ideology-based social 
agenda, including the passage of a “marriage 
amendment” to ban same-sex unions, diversion of tax 
money to religious groups through “faith-based 
initiatives,” the teaching of creationism in public 
schools, and restrictions on abortion. Led by an 
aggressive band of television preachers and extremist 
radio personalities, the Religious Right set its sights on 
demolishing the wall of separation between church and 
state. The Reverend Barry Lynn is a devout Christian, 
but he argues that politicians need to stop looking to 
the Bible to justify their actions and should consult 
another source instead: the U.S. Constitution. 

First Freedom 
First: A Citizen's 
Guide to 
Protecting 
Religious Liberty 
and Separation of 
Church and State

Barry 
Lynn & 
C. 
Welton 
Gaddy

The United States is the most religiously diverse nation 
in the world, due in large part to the clauses of the First 
Amendment that guarantee freedom for and from 
religion. But as we debate displaying Christmas trees 
at city hall and the Ten Commandments in the 
courthouse, we must ask: in what other ways is our 
religious liberty being compromised. In First Freedom 
First, with clear language and recognizable examples, 
two of the most trusted voices on church-state 
separation address head-on the many areas where 
religion and politics overlap, with consequences for all 
Americans.

The Right to 
Religious Liberty: 
The Basic ACLU 
Guide to 
Religious Rights

Barry 
Lynn, 
Marc D. 
Stern, 
and 
Oliver 
S. 
Thomas

This revised and updated edition of The Right to 
Religious Liberty sets forth an individual’s religious 
rights under present law, offering suggestions as to 
how they can be preserved and protected. (A bit 
dated-1995- but otherwise a good resource)

  Journal of 
Church and State

Baylor 
Universi
ty

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Pray the Gay 
Away: The 
Extraordinary 
Lives of Bible 
Belt Gays

Bernade
tte 
Barton

While some areas of the Unites States have made 
tremendous progress in securing rights for gay people, 
Bible Belt states lag behind. In Pray the Gay Away, 
Bernadette Barton argues that conventions of small 
town life, rules which govern Southern manners, and 
the power wielded by Christian institutions serve as a 
foundation for both passive and active homophobia in 
the Bible Belt. She explores how conservative 
Christian ideology reproduces homophobic attitudes 
and shares how Bible Belt gays negotiate these 
attitudes in their daily lives. Drawing on the remarkable 
stories of Bible Belt gays, Barton brings to the fore 
their thoughts, experiences and hard-won insights to 
explore the front lines of our national culture war over 
marriage, family, hate crimes, and equal rights. 

To Serve God 
and Wal-Mart: 
The Making of 
Christian Free 
Enterprise

Bethany 
Ellen 
Moreton

In the decades after World War II, evangelical 
Christianity nourished America’s devotion to free 
markets, free trade, and free enterprise. The history of 
Wal-Mart uncovers a complex network that united Sun 
Belt entrepreneurs, evangelical employees, Christian 
business students, overseas missionaries, and free-
market activists. Through the stories of people linked 
by the world’s largest corporation, Bethany Moreton 
shows how a Christian service ethos powered 
capitalism at home and abroad.

Moral Minority: 
Our Skeptical 
Founding Fathers

Brooke 
Allen

In her lively refutation of modern claims about 
America's religious origins, Brooke Allen looks back at 
the late eighteenth century and shows decisively that 
the United States was founded not on Christian 
principles at all but on Enlightenment ideas. Moral 
Minority presents a powerful case that the unique legal 
framework the Founding Fathers created was 
designed according to the humanist ideals of 
Enlightenment thinkers: God entered the picture only 
as a very minor player, and Jesus Christ was 
conspicuous by his absence. The guiding spirit of the 
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. 
Constitution, Ms. Allen explains, was not Jesus Christ 
but John Locke. In direct and accessible prose, she 
provides fascinating chapters on the religious lives of 
the six men she considers the key Founding Fathers: 
Franklin, Washington, John Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, and Hamilton. Far from being the 
conventional pious Christians we too often imagine, 
these men were skeptical intellectuals, in some cases 
not even Christians at all.

The Battle over 
School Prayer: 
How Engel v. 
Vitale Changed 
America

Bruce J. 
Dierenfi
eld

Bruce Dierenfield has written a concise and readable 
guide to the first and still most important case that 
addressed the constitutionality of prayer in public 
schools. The 22-word recitation in a Long Island school 
that was challenged in Engel v. Vitale was hardly 
denominational not even overtly Christian but a handful 
of parents saw it as a violation of the First 
Amendment's proscription again the establishment of 
religion. The case forced the Supreme Court to take a 
stand on Jefferson's "wall of separation" between 
church and state. When it did so, the Court declared 
that by endorsing the prayer recitation no matter how 
brief, non-denominational, or voluntary the Long Island 
school board had unconstitutionally approved the 
establishment of religion in school. Writing with 
impeccable fairness and sensitivity, Dierenfield sets his 
account of the Engel decision in the larger historical 
and political context, citing battles over a wide range of 
religious activities in public schools throughout 
American history. Through interviews with many of the 
participants, he also reveals the large price paid by the 
plaintiffs and their children, who were frequently 
harassed both during and after the trial. 

Religious 
Fundamentalisms 
and the Human 
Rights of Women

C. 
Howlan
d

Dialogue on the conflict between religious 
fundamentalism and women's rights is often stymied 
by an 'all or nothing' approach: fundamentalists claim 
of absolute religious freedom, while some feminists 
dismiss religion entirely as being so imbued with 
patriarchy as to be eternally opposed to women's 
rights. This ignores, though, the experiences of 
religious women who suffer under fundamentalism and 
fight to resist it, perceiving themselves to be at once 
religious and feminist. In Religious Fundamentalisms 
and the Human Rights of Women , Howland provides a 
forum for these different scholars, both religious and 
nonreligious, to meet and seek common ground in their 
fight against fundamentalism. Through an examination 
of international human rights, national law, grass roots 
activism, and theology, this volume explores the acute 
problems that contemporary fundamentalist 
movements pose for women's equality and liberty 
rights.

Liars for Jesus: 
The Religious 
Right's Alternate 
Version of 
American History

Chris 
Rodda

Liars for Jesus debunks many of the historical lies 
invented and used by the Christian nationalist history 
revisionists in their efforts to further their far right 
political agenda and destroy the wall of separation 
between church and state in America. Liars for Jesus 
is not a book about religion. It is a history book, 
presenting and fully documenting the true stories and 
historical facts that are distorted in the "Christian 
nation" pseudo-history promoted by the religious right.

Wrapped in the 
Flag

Claire 
Conner

Claire Conner’s award-winning memoir, Wrapped in 
the Flag (Beacon Press 2013, 2014) weaves her  
intimate personal stories with the history of the 1960s, 
70s, and 80s. She chronicles her parents’ obsession 
with radical right-wing politics embodied in the John 
Birch Society, the most powerful  anti-Communist, anti-
government, populist movement of the 20th century

Nonbeliever 
Nation: The Rise 
of Secular 
Americans

David 
Niose

Today, one in five Americans are nonbelievers―a 
rapidly growing group at a time when traditional 
Christian churches are dwindling in numbers. Still we 
see almost none of them openly serving in elected 
office, while many others continue to loudly proclaim 
the falsehood of America as a Christian nation. David 
Niose calls for nonreligious Americans from all 
backgrounds to step out of the shadows and signal 
their opposition to the long-dominant Religious Right. 
Exploring all the hot-button issues that divide the 
country―from gay marriage to education policy to 
contentious church-state battles―he shows how 
Secular Americans―a group comprised not just of 
atheists and agnostics, but lapsed Catholics, secular 
Jews, and millions of others who have walked away 
from organized religion―are mobilizing and forming 
groups all over the country (even atheist clubs in Bible-
belt high schools) to challenge the exaltation of religion 
in American politics and public life. 

Original Intent: 
Chief Justice 
Rehnquist and 
the Course of 
American 
Church/State 
Relations

Derek 
Davis

Contemporary debate in the area of church/state 
relations centers around the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment: "Congress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of religion [the 
Establishment Clause] or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof [the Free Exercise Clause]." Original Intent is a 
readable and objective summary of the views of Chief 
Justice Rehnquist and an enlightening treatise on the 
future of church/state relations in America.

Roger Williams: 
Prophet of Liberty

Edwin 
C. 
Gaustad

Roger Williams chronicles the life of one of the most 
remarkable forefathers in American history. A true 
revolutionary, this devout Puritan championed Native 
American rights; wrote treatises on equal rights, flag 
desecration, and the separation of church and state; 
established the first American settlement based on 
total religious toleration--and he lived more than a 
century before independence, when America was still a 
vast wilderness! Williams went on to adopt adult 
baptism and founded the first Baptist church in 
America. He became president of Rhode Island colony 
in 1654, served as captain in the defense of 
Providence during King Philip's War, and continued to 
write and preach passionately for religious tolerance 
and Native American rights until his death in 1683.

Proclaim Liberty 
Throughout the 
Land: A History of 
Church and State 
in America

Edwin 
Gaustad

In this volume, one of the most distinguished scholars 
of American religious history traces the complicated 
relationship of church and state from the early colonial 
period, through the unique American experiment in 
religious liberty after the Revolution, to the ongoing 
debate over religious issues in our schools and 
communities. Edwin Gaustad relates entertaining and 
edifying accounts of headline-grabbing court trials 
involving polygamy, witchcraft, and church taxation. He 
quotes moving passages from the speeches and 
writings of American Presidents and Supreme Court 
justices to prove that, to paraphrase Michelangelo, 
"religious liberty is made up of a series of trifles, but 
religious liberty is no trifle."

Faith of the 
Founders: 
Religion and the 
New Nation, 
1776-1826

Edwin 
S. 
Gaustad

Edwin Gaustad provides a careful consideration of the 
developing relationship between religion and the state 
after the American Revolution. With concise focus on 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, 
George Washington, and John Adams, Gaustad 
identifies seven varying―sometimes 
contrary―perspectives on religion that guided the 
nation's founders. Faith of the Founders shows how 
these figures possessed an intuitive understanding of 
religion that helped nourish a young country. This brief 
but insightful book offers a look into the founding 
fathers' genius―and points to a way forward through 
the ideological boundaries that threaten to upend the 
daily doings of American government today.

With God on 
Their Side: How 
Christian 
Fundamentalists 
Trampled 
Science, Policy 
and Democracy 
in George W. 
Bush's White 
House

Esther 
Kaplan

When asked which single issue most affected their 
vote in the last presidential election, more than one in 
five Americans said “moral values”—and 78 percent of 
these voters chose to reelect President George W. 
Bush. As Esther Kaplan shows in her richly detailed 
investigation, it’s no wonder the Christian right voted 
for Bush in droves—their loyal support in 2000 
produced fantastic results. While organizations that 
offer abortion counseling and services or help to 
prevent HIV see their funds cut, church groups receive 
millions in federal dollars to promote sexual abstinence 
and marriage (provided, of course, it is heterosexual). 
Bush has appointed a Christian right dream team to 
the federal courts, dedicated to tearing down what one 
such judge calls “the so-called separation of church 
and state. Religious zeal even shapes Bush’s foreign 
policy, as Christian belief in the end times spurs the 
administration’s support for hard-line policies in Israel.

Evolution vs. 
Creationism

Eugenie 
C. Scott

More than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the 
debate over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.More 
than eighty years after the Scopes trial, the debate 
over teaching evolution continues in spite of the 
emptiness of the creationist positions. This accessible 
resource, now completely revised and updated, 
provides an essential introduction to the ongoing 
dispute’s many facets—the scientific evidence for 
evolution, the legal and educational basis for its 
teaching, and the various religious points of view—as 
well as a concise history of the evolution-creationism 
controversy. This second edition also contains a 
discussion of the legal history, updated to include the 
seminal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover as well as a new 
chapter on public opinion and media coverage.

The Separation 
of Church and 
State: Writings on 
a Fundamental 
Freedom by 
America's 
Founders

Forrest 
Church

A primer of essential writings about one of the 
cornerstones of our democracy by the original authors 
of the Constitution, edited by preeminant liberal 
theologian Forrest Church. Americans will never stop 
debating the question of church-state separation, and 
such debates invariably lead back to the nation’s 
beginnings and the founders’ intent. The Separation of 
Church and State presents a basic collection of the 
founders’ teachings on this topic. This concise primer 
gets past the rhetoric that surrounds the current 
debate, placing the founders’ vivid writings on religious 
liberty in historical perspective. Edited and with running 
commentary by Forrest Church, this important 
collection informs anyone curious about the original 
blueprint for our country and its government.

Separation of 
Church and 
State: Founding 
Principle of 
Religious Liberty

Frank 
Lambert

Frank Lambert tackles the central claims of the 
Religious Right "historians" who insist that America 
was conceived as a "Christian State," that modern-day 
"liberals" and "secularists" have distorted and/or 
ignored the place of religion in American history, and 
that the phrase "the separation of church and state" 
does not appear in any of the founding documents and 
is, therefore, a myth created by the Left. He discusses 
what separates "bad" history from "good" history, and 
concludes that the self-styled "historians" of the 
Religious Right create a "useful past" that enlists the 
nation's founders on behalf of present-day 
conservative religious and political causes. The result 
of a politicized religious history exposes the Religious 
Right "history" as fabrications and half-truths. In fact, 
one of the foundational principles of the Constitution is 
that of separation as the key to safeguarding freedom: 
separation of powers, separation of federal and state 
governments, and separation of church and state.

Religious 
Expression and 
the American 
Constitution

Frankly
n 
Haiman

In the current environment and fervor for “homeland 
security,” personal freedoms in exchange for security 
are coming under more scrutiny. Among these 
guaranteed freedoms are the protection of religious 
expression given by the U.S. Constitution and the 
constitutional prohibitions against behaviors that 
violate the separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.In the 
current environment and fervor for “homeland security,” 
personal freedoms in exchange for security are coming 
under more scrutiny. Among these guaranteed 
freedoms are the protection of religious expression 
given by the U.S. Constitution and the constitutional 
prohibitions against behaviors that violate the 
separation of church and state. In Religious 
Expression and the American Constitution, Haiman 
focuses on the current state of American law with 
respect to a broad range of controversial issues 
affecting religious expression, both verbal and 
nonverbal, along with a review of the recent history of 
each issue to provide a full understanding.

Eternal Hostility: 
The Struggle 
Between 
Theocracy and 
Democracy

Frederic
k 
Clarkso
n

What is behind the violence against abortion clinics, 
attacks on gays and lesbians and the growing power of 
the religious right? Frederick Clarkson makes it clear 
that beyond the bombers and assassins who 
sometimes make news, is a growing, if not well 
understood, movement that encompasses Pat 
Robertson's Christian Coalition, the Unification Church 
of Sun Myung Moon and the Promise Keepers--the 
lead agency of the so-called Christian men's 
movement. Clarkson exposes the wild card of the 
"theology of vigilantism" which urges the enforcement 
of "God's law" and argues for fundamentalist revolution 
against constitutional democracy. 

Setting the 
Record Straight: 
Response to 
Misconceptions 
About Public 
Education in the 
US

Gerald 
Bracey

Gerald Bracey knows there are three kinds of lies in 
education policy: lies, damned lies, and the statistics 
that reactionary reformers tout as evidence in favor of 
dismantling our public schools. In this second and 
substantially updated edition of the hard-hitting Setting 
the Record Straight, Bracey goes toe-to-toe with the 
opponents of quality public education. You'll learn how 
to discredit them in your own discussions by using the 
very logic and statistical analyses they purport to have 
on their side. In this series of smart, forceful analyses, 
Bracey homes in on specific topics like vouchers, 
school funding, and comparisons to international test 
scores, themes around which agitators have created a 
host of mythological American school failures from the 
flimsiest of evidence. Each essay begins with a 
question you might commonly hear in conversation 
about these alleged shortcomings, to which Bracey 
provides a brief, sound- byte-ready rebuttal. Then he 
follows it up with a full-length explanation, replete with 
statistical data and talking points that fully support his 
assertions-and silence those who would undermine 
education with disinformation.

Not in Our 
Classrooms

Glenn 
Branch 
& 
Eugenie 
C. Scott

Where did the concept of intelligent design originate? 
How does it connect with, and conflict with, various 
religious beliefs? Should we teach the controversy 
itself in our science classrooms? In clear and lively 
essays, a team of experts answers these questions 
and many more, describing the history of the intelligent 
design movement and the lack of scientific support for 
its claims. Most importantly, the contributors—
authorities on the scientific, legal, educational, and 
theological problems of intelligent design-speak 
specifically to teachers and parents about the need to 
defend the integrity of science education by keeping 
intelligent design out of science curriculums. 

Lowering the 
Wall: Religion 
and the Supreme 
Court in the 
1980s

Gregg 
Ivers

Convinced that church-state law under the Supreme 
Court during the 1980s took "a giant-and unwelcome 
step--backward," Gregg Ivers's book explores the 
changing relationship between religion and the state. 
Those looking for a neutral account of this relationship 
should look elsewhere. This book, commissioned by 
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, is a liberal's 
response to use of the courts by "[r]eligious 
conservatives, encouraged by the election of Ronald 
Reagan," to create a "broad wave of conservative 
religious populism" in pursuit of school prayer, financial 
assistance for parochial institutions and equal access 
to public school facilities for student religious clubs.

The Oxford 
Companion to the 
Supreme Court of 
the United States

Hall, 
Kermit L

Not about church and state, but a great resource book 
on the Court.

The Journal of 
Law and Religion

Hamline 
Universi
ty Law 
School

Journal devoted to church/state concerns.

Religion on Trial: 
How Supreme 
Court Trends 
Threaten 
Freedom of 
Conscience in 
America

Hammo
nd, 
Philip 
E., 
David 
W. 
Machac
ek and 
Eric 
Michael 
Mazur

A powerful indictment of the current Supreme Court, 
arguing the regressive justices are not faithful to the 
Constitution and thereby endanger religious freedom.

The Godless 
Constitution: The 
Case Against 
Religious 
Correctness

Isaac 
Krammi
k & R. 
Lawrenc
e Moore

The Godless Constitution is an urgent and timely 
reexamination of the roots of church-state separation 
in American politics - and a ringing refutation of the 
misguided claims of the religious right. In this important 
polemic two distinguished scholars of American 
political ideas and religion refute this dangerous 
attempt to introduce what they term "religious 
correctness" into our politics, by reminding us that the 
absence of any mention of God in the Constitution was 
a conscious action on the framers' part, intended to 
prevent the bloody religious controversies that so 
marked European history. They also emphasize that 
church-state separation was seen as a guarantee of - 
not a hindrance to - religions liberty. Fully respecting 
the importance of religion in the public sphere, yet 
forthright in defining proper limits, The Godless 
Constitution offers a bracing return to the first 
principles of American democracy - and a guide to 
keeping them intact in the forthcoming presidential 
campaign.

Holy Hullabaloos: 
A Road Trip to 
the Battlegrounds 
of the Church-
State Wars

J. D. 
Wexler

After ten years spent riddling over the intricacies of 
church/state law from the ivory tower, law professor 
Jay Wexler decided it was high time to hit the road to 
learn what really happened in some of the most 
controversial Supreme Court cases involving this hot-
button issue. In Holy Hullabaloos, he takes us along for 
the ride, crossing the country to meet the people and 
visit the places responsible for landmark decisions in 
recent judicial history, from a high school football field 
where fans once recited prayers before kickoff to a 
Santeria church notorious for animal sacrifice, from a 
publicly funded Muslim school to a creationist 
museum. Wexler's no-holds-barred approach to 
investigating famous church/state brouhahas is as 
funny as it is informative.

Far Right 
Fantasy: A 
Sociology of 
American 
Religion and 
Politics

James 
Aho

Far-Right Fantasy is a straight-forward, jargon-free 
study of contemporary American right-wing extremism. 
The book addresses the strengths and weaknesses of 
the standard psycho-social-cultural explanations of far-
right activism. It shows how extremists are similar 
educationally and psychologically to their more 
conventional neighbors; that they get into the 
movement in the same way that others become peace 
activists or radical environmentalists, namely, through 
their ties with fellow workers and church-goers, family 
members, and classmates; and that their views are 
given a patina of certainty by being repeatedly 
corroborated within closed, non-contaminated 
communication systems. 

Religion and the 
State: Essays in 
Honor of Leo 
Pfeffer

James 
E. Wood 
Jr.

These essays examine major themes affecting religion 
and the state in a free society and the interaction of 
religion and world order. While concern is given to the 
historical and judicial context of the Establishment and 
Free Exercise Clauses of the First Amendment, special 
attention is given to contemporary church-state 
problems in American life. In addition, the volume 
analyzes alternatives to church-state relations outside 
the United States and freedom of religion in the 
international advance of human rights.

Supreme 
Conflict: The 
Inside Story of 
the Struggle for 
Control of the 
United States 
Supreme Court

Jan 
Crawfor
d 
Greenb
urg

Drawing on unprecedented access to the Supreme 
Court justices themselves and their inner circles, 
acclaimed ABC News legal correspondent Jan 
Crawford Greenburg offers an explosive newsbreaking 
account of one of the most momentous political 
watersheds in American history. From the series of 
Republican nominations that proved deeply frustrating 
to conservatives to the decades of bruising battles that 
led to the rise of Justices Roberts and Alito, this is the 
authoritative story of the conservative effort to shift the 
direction of the high court—a revelatory look at one of 
the central fronts of America's culture wars by one of 
the most widely respected experts on the subject.

The Nine: Inside 
the Secret World 
of the Supreme 
Court

Jeffrey 
Toobin

In The Nine, acclaimed journalist Jeffrey Toobin takes 
us into the chambers of the most important—and 
secret—legal body in our country, the Supreme Court, 
revealing the complex dynamic among the nine people 
who decide the law of the land. An institution at a 
moment of transition, the Court now stands at a crucial 
point, with major changes in store on such issues as 
abortion, civil rights, and church-state relations. Based 
on exclusive interviews with the justices and with a 
keen sense of the Court’s history and the trajectory of 
its future, Jeffrey Toobin creates in The Nine a riveting 
story of one of the most important forces in American 
life today. (2008)

Roger Williams 
and the Creation 
of the American 
Soul: Church, 
State and the 
Birth of Liberty

John M. 
Barry

For four hundred years, Americans have wrestled with 
and fought over two concepts that define the nature of 
the nation: the proper relation between church and 
state and between a free individual and the state. 
These debates began with the extraordinary thought 
and struggles of Roger Williams, who had an 
unparalleled understanding of the conflict between a 
government that justified itself by "reason of state"-i.e. 
national security-and its perceived "will of God" and the 
"ancient rights and liberties" of individuals. Acclaimed 
historian John M. Barry explores the development of 
these fundamental ideas through the story of the man 
who was the first to link religious freedom to individual 
liberty, and who created in America the first 
government and society on earth informed by those 
beliefs. 

Religious Liberty 
and the Secular 
State

John M. 
Swomle
y

This book exposes the Supreme Court's erosion of the 
Establishment Clause while emphasizing the Free 
Exercise Clause. Swomley also explores civil religion, 
secular humanism, and the current counter-revolution 
against separation of church and state led by some 
religious and political conservatives who would profit 
from government aid. He also lists the benefits 
churches would realize under a secular government.

Religion and the 
American 
Constitutional 
Experiment: 
Essential Rights 
and Liberties

John 
Witte, 
Jr.

The third edition of this classic book provides a 
comprehensive, multidisciplinary overview of the 
history, theory, law, and comparative analysis of 
American religious liberty from the earliest colonial 
period through the most recent Supreme Court cases. 
The authors present balanced, accessible discussions 
of controversial issues, such as funding religious 
schools and charities and displaying religious symbols 
on government property. 

The Last 
Freedom: 
Religion from the 
Public School to 
the Public Square

Joseph 
P.Vitterit
i

The presidency of George W. Bush has polarized the 
church-state debate as never before. The Far Right 
has been emboldened to use religion to govern, while 
the Far Left has redoubled its efforts to evict religion 
from public life entirely. In The Last Freedom, Joseph 
Viteritti argues that there is a basic tension between 
religion and democracy because religion often rejects 
compromise as a matter of principle while democracy 
requires compromise to thrive. Viteritti argues that 
Americans must guard against debasing politics with 
either antireligious bigotry or religious zealotry. 
Drawing on politics, history, and law, he defines a new 
approach to the church-state question that protects the 
religious and the secular alike. Challenging much 
conventional opinion, Viteritti argues that the courts 
have failed to adequately protect religious minorities, 
that the rights of the religious are under greater threat 
than those of the secular, and that democracy exacts 
greater compromises and sacrifices from the religious 
than it does from the secular.

The Good News 
Club: The 
Christian Right's 
Stealth Assault 
on America's 
Children

Katherin
e 
Stewart

In 2009, the Good News Club came to the public 
elementary school where journalist Katherine Stewart 
sent her children. The Club, which is sponsored by the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, bills itself as an after-
school program of “Bible study.” But Stewart soon 
discovered that the Club’s real mission is to convert 
children to fundamentalist Christianity and encourage 
them to proselytize to their “unchurched” peers, all the 
while promoting the natural but false impression 
among the children that its activities are endorsed by 
the school. Astonished to discover that the U.S. 
Supreme Court has deemed this—and other forms of 
religious activity in public schools—legal, Stewart set 
off on an investigative journey to dozens of cities and 
towns across the nation to document the impact. In this 
book she demonstrates that there is more religion in 
America’s public schools today than there has been for 
the past 100 years. The movement driving this agenda 
is stealthy. It is aggressive. It has our children in its 
sights. And its ultimate aim is to destroy the system of 
public education as we know it.

American 
Theocracy: The 
Peril and Politics 
of Radical 
Religion, Oil, and 
Borrowed Money 
in the 21st 
Century

Kevin 
Phillips

Phillips takes an uncompromising view of the current 
age of global overreach, fundamentalist religion, 
diminishing resources, and ballooning debt under the 
GOP majority. With an eye to the past and a searing 
vision of the future, Phillips confirms what too many 
Americans are still unwilling to admit about the depth 
of our misgovernment.

The 
Fundamentals of 
Extremism: The 
Christian Right in 
America

Kimberl
y Blaker

The politics, educational policies, and social values 
perpetuated by Christian fundamentalists are exposed 
in this critical perspective on the religious right's role in 
American society. Statistics and studies of the 
movement are offered that provide insight into the 
causes and characteristics of fundamentalism and its 
effects on minority groups including women, children, 
African Americans, gays, and lesbians. Essays from a 
variety of authors consider the path to theocracy, the 
effect of the theology of inerrancy on politics, and the 
state of fundamentalism in the United States after the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Creationism on 
Trial: Evolution 
and God at Little 
Rock

Langdo
n Gilkey

Creationism on Trial is Gilkey's blow-by-blow account 
of his experiences as a witness for the ACLU at the 
1981 creationist trial in Little Rock, AR.

The Devil in 
Dover: An 
Insider's Story of 
Dogma v. Darwin 
in Small Town 
America

Lauri 
Lebo

Local newspaper reporter Lauri Lebo was handed the 
story of a lifetime when the Dover (Pennsylvania) 
School Board adopted a measure to require its ninth-
grade biology students to learn about intelligent 
design. In a case that recalled the famed 1925 Scopes 
“monkey” trial and made international headlines, 
eleven parents sued the school board. When the case 
wound up in federal court before a George W. Bush–
appointed judge, Lebo had a front-row seat. Lebo 
skillfully probes the compelling background of the 
case, introducing us to the plaintiffs, the defendants, 
the lawyers, and a parade of witnesses, along with 
Judge John E. Jones, who would eventually condemn 
the school board’s decision as one of “breathtaking 
inanity.” With the antievolution battle having moved to 
the state level—and the recent passage of state 
legislation that protects the right of schools to teach 
alternatives to evolution—the story will continue to be 
relevant for years to come.

Religion, State 
and the Burger 
Court

Leo 
Pfeffer

In Religion, State and the Burger Court, Leo Pfeffer, 
the leading authority on church/state law, presents a 
trenchant analysis of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court under Chief Justice Warren E. Burger, focusing 
on the Court's interpretation of the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments. These amendments that guarantee the 
separation of church and state and the free exercise of 
religion are fundamental to the unique character of 
democracy as it exists in the United States. However, 
the distinction between affairs of state and the 
concerns of organized religion has become blurred.

The 
Establishment 
Clause, Religion 
and the First 
Amendment

Leonard 
W. Levy

Leonard Levy's classic work examines the 
circumstances that led to the writing of the 
establishment clause of the First Amendment: 
'Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion. . . .' He argues that, contrary 
to popular belief, the framers of the Constitution 
intended to prohibit government aid to religion even on 
an impartial basis. He thus refutes the view of 
'nonpreferentialists,' who interpret the clause as 
allowing such aid provided that the assistance is not 
restricted to a preferred church. For this new edition, 
Levy has added to his original arguments and 
incorporated much new material, including an analysis 
of Jefferson's ideas on the relationship between church 
and state and a discussion of the establishment clause 
cases brought before the Supreme Court since the 
book was originally published in 1986.

God vs The 
Gavel: Religion 
and the Rule of 
Law

Marci 
Hamilto
n

God vs. the Gavel challenges the pervasive 
assumption that all religious conduct deserves 
constitutional protection. While religious conduct 
provides many benefits to society, it is not always 
benign. The thesis of the book is that anyone who 
harms another person should be governed by the laws 
that govern everyone else - and truth be told, religion is 
capable of great harm.

The Search for 
Christian America

Mark 
Noll., 
Nathan 
O. 
Hatch 
and 
George 
M. 
Marsde
n

The Search for Christian America" explores key 
questions raised by the movement asserting the 
Christian heritage of the U.S. and calling for its 
recovery. Through careful historical and contemporary 
analysis, the authors address such issues as: how 
much Christian action is required to make a whole 
society Christian; Puritan New England as case study; 
Christian principles vs. baptised ideology in the 
Revolutionary period; the stumbling block of incorrect 
views of America's history for effective Christian 
involvement in critical public issues; the relationship of 
Christian convictions to political or social agendas; 
learning to think historically as a guard against 
shortsighted or simplistic approaches.

The Myth of 
Christian 
America: What 
You Need to 
Know About the 
Separation of 
Church and State

Mark 
Weldon 
Whitten

Written in an accessible, popular style, Whitten 
provides sound scholarship in defense of the 
exposition of constitutional church-state separation.

Liberty and 
Conscience

Martha 
Nussba
um

The respect for religious difference has formed the 
bedrock of our nation and made equality possible. Yet 
today we are told that “moral values”—code for a 
government shaped by religious concerns—must be 
the keystone of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.The respect 
for religious difference has formed the bedrock of our 
nation and made equality possible. Yet today we are 
told that “moral values”—code for a government 
shaped by religious concerns—must be the keystone 
of our social compact.
A rich and compelling chronicle of an essential idea, 
Liberty of Conscience tells the story of America’s great 
tradition of religious freedom. Philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum’s ambitious book is both a work of history 
and a pointed rejoinder to conservative efforts to break 
down barriers between church and state.

A Wall of 
Separation? 
Debating the 
Public Role of 
Religion

Mary C. 
Segers 
& Ted 
G. Jelen

Should the wall of separation between church and 
state be permeable or inviolable? This question has 
been hotly contested since the nation's founding and 
contentious debates persist today. With a collection of 
the most significant documents and an introduction by 
Clarke E. Cochran that provides the historical context 
of the debate, prominent scholars Mary Segers and 
Ted Jelen debate the impact of organized religion on 
the democratic process, examine its influence on 
political discourse, and discuss its significance for the 
creation of public policy. The authors illuminate the 
constitutional implications of using religion to cultivate 
public morality and discuss the complexities of creating 
a civic-minded citizenry in a pluralistic society.

Religious 
Freedom and the 
Supreme Court

Melissa 
Rogers, 
and 
Steven 
K. 
Green

A completely recast, updated, version of Robert T. 
Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward Benevolent 
Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme Court, 
listed belowA completely recast, updated, version of 
Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, Toward 
Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the Supreme 
Court, listed belowA completely recast, updated, 
version of Robert T. Miller and Ronald B. Flowers, 
Toward Benevolent Neutrality: Church, State, and the 
Supreme Court, listed below

That's Not What 
They Meant! 
Reclaiming 
America's 
Founding Fathers 
from the Right 
Wing

Michael 
Austin

 In That's Not What They Meant! Professor Michael 
Austin examines dozens of books, articles, speeches, 
and radio broadcasts by such figures as Glenn Beck, 
Mark Levin, Sean Hannity, Larry Schweikart, and 
David Barton to expose the deep historical flaws in 
their use of America's founding history. In contrast to 
their misleading method of citing proof texts to serve a 
narrow agenda, Austin allows the Founding Fathers to 
speak for themselves, situating all quotations in the 
proper historical context. What emerges is a true 
historical picture of men who often disagreed with one 
another on such crucial issues as federal power, 
judicial review, and the separation of church and state. 
As Austin shows, the real legacy of the Founding 
Fathers to us is a political process: a system of 
disagreement, debate, and compromise that has kept 
democracy vibrant in America for more than two 
hundred years. Austin's carefully researched and 
rigorously argued book is essential reading for anyone 
seeking the accurate historical background to many of 
the hot-button political debates of today.

The Religious 
Roots of the First 
Amendment: 
Dissenting 
Protestants and 
the Separation of 
Church and State

Nichola
s P. 
Miller

Traditional understandings of the genesis of the 
separation of church and state rest on assumptions 
about "Enlightenment" and the republican ethos of 
citizenship. In The Religious Roots of the First 
Amendment, Nicholas P. Miller does not seek to 
dislodge that interpretation but to augment and enrich 
it by recovering its cultural and discursive religious 
contexts--specifically the discourse of Protestant 
dissent. He argues that commitments by certain 
dissenting Protestants to the right of private judgment 
in matters of Biblical interpretation, an outgrowth of the 
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, helped 
promote religious disestablishment in the early modern 
West. Miller shows that the separation of church and 
state can be read, most persuasively, as the triumph of 
a particular strand of Protestant nonconformity-that 
which stretched back to the Puritan separatist and the 
Restoration sects, rather than to those, like 
Presbyterians, who sought to replace the "wrong" 
church establishment with their own, "right" one. 

The Creator in 
the Courtroom: 
"Scopes II": The 
1981 Arkansas 
Creation-
Evolution Trial

Norman 
Geisler

Written by a creationist, this book is an account of the 
Scopes trial from that perspective, and argues that the 
judge in the case was prejudiced agains creationism 
from the very beginning. 

Storm Center: 
The Supreme 
Court in 
American Politics

O’Brien, 
David M

A terrific introduction to the history and particularly the 
workings of the Supreme Court, although it has very 
little specifically about church and state

God on Trial: 
Dispatches from 
America's 
Religious 
Battlefields

Peter 
Irons

Over the past two decades, federal courts have 
become contentious battlefields in America's growing 
religious wars. Since 1989, five momentous court 
cases have divided communities and the nation. Peter 
Irons, a noted constitutional scholar, lawyer, and author 
of the bestselling May It Please the Court, delivers a 
compelling narrative accompanied by first-person 
accounts from both sides of the fight in these historic 
cases. 

Living the 
Secular Life

Phil 
Zucker
man

Drawing on innovative sociological research, Living the 
Secular Life illuminates this demographic shift with the 
moral convictions that govern secular individuals, 
offering crucial information for the religious and 
nonreligious alike. Living the Secular Life reveals that, 
despite opinions to the contrary, nonreligious 
Americans possess a unique moral code that allows 
them to effectively navigate the complexities of modern 
life. Spiritual self-reliance, clear-eyed pragmatism, and 
an abiding faith in the Golden Rule to adjudicate moral 
decisions: these common principles are shared across 
secular society. Living the Secular Life demonstrates 
these principles in action and points to their usage 
throughout daily life.

Thy Kingdom 
Come: How the 
Religious Right 
Distorts Faith and 
Threatens 
America

Randall 
Balmer

For much of American history, evangelicalism was 
aligned with progressive political causes-the abolition 
of slavery, universal suffrage, and public education. 
But contemporary conservative activists have 
defaulted on this majestic legacy, embracing instead 
an agenda virtually indistinguishable from the 
Republican Party platform. How has evangelical 
Christianity become so entrenched in partisan politics? 
Randall Balmer, an evangelical Christian and a 
historian of American religion, deftly combines 
ethnographic research, theological reflections, and 
historical context to examine the nature of the 
Religious Right today-and offers a rallying cry for 
liberal Christians to reclaim the noble traditions of their 
faith.

First Freedom: 
The Fight for 
Religious Liberty

Randall 
Balmer, 
Lee 
Grogerg 
& Mark 
Mabry

In the sweltering summer of 1789, James Madison 
penned sixteen words in spare prose that became the 
First Amendment to the United States Constitution. 
Herein the founding fathers of a young government 
pledged separation of church and state, thus 
guaranteeing religious freedom for its citizens and 
establishing a free marketplace for religion in the 
United States. Utterly unprecedented in Western 
history, this construction of a government without the 
interlocking authority of religion set a new course for 
faith and politics and has produced a vibrant religious 
culture unmatched anywhere in the world. First 
Freedom details the progression of religious liberty 
from pilgrims and Puritans to the creation of the Bill of 
Rights and how it shaped a new nation. 

Close Encounters 
with the Religious 
Right: Journeys 
into the Twilight 
Zone of Religion 
and Politics

Rob 
Boston

What does Pat Robertson's Christian Coalition really 
want? What secret agenda lies behind radio counselor 
James Dobson's Focus on the Family? Who are the 
Promise Keepers and what are their ultimate goals? 
Why do so many leaders of the religious right engage 
in gay bashing? What would these groups do to our 
public school system, or to our government, if they 
were in power? Close Encounters with the Religious 
Right takes you behind the scenes to answer these 
questions and gives the reader a rare glimpse of a 
world the average American may not even realize 
exists.

James Madison 
on Religious 
Liberty

Robert 
Alley

This long-overdue volume is the only one of its kind 
containing all of Madison's religious writings, as well as 
new contributions by leading scholars. Madison's 
writings assume even more importance to thoughtful 
Americans as the Supreme Court continues to decide 
issues of school prayer, and as the Moral Majority tries 
to desecularize American public and private life. 
Imagine an America without the Bill of Rights, without 
the Constitution. This image of our nation, existing 
without these two foundations of freedom, justice, and 
inquiry, assaults the imagination, for these two 
documents are the fuel that runs the republic. What is 
even more remarkable is that their primary author was 
one man - James Madison.

The Most 
Dangerous Man 
in America? 

Robert 
Boston

Televangelist Pat Robertson has built one of the most 
powerful religious-political movements in American 
history. His Christian Coalition - with its '700 Club' 
broadcasting fundamentalism tinged with right-wing 
politics to an audience of millions, its American Center 
for Law and Justice legal action group attempting to 
impose far-right Christian ideas via the courts, and the 
growing number of graduates from its Regents 
University - wields a mighty sword within the 
Republican party in at least 25 states while GOP 
national leaders and presidential hopefuls court its 
favour. Despite his power, many Americans are not 
aware of Robertson's extreme political views or his 
goals for the United States. This book examines the 
role Robertson plays in contemporary politics and his 
efforts to influence American society through his 
various political organisations, businesses, and 
broadcast empire.

Why the 
Religious Right is 
Wrong about 
Separation of 
Church and State

Robert 
Boston

Award-winning journalist Robert Boston lambastes the 
zealots of the Religious Right for spreading 
misinformation about the constitutional principle of the 
separation of church and state. Boston reveals how a 
band of ultraconservative religious groups with a 
political agenda - led primarily by televangelist Pat 
Robertson - is conducting a systematic war aginst the 
separation of church and state. The tactics of these 
groups are designed to exploit unfounded fears and 
turn the American people against the separationist 
principle. To expose the Religious Right's blatant 
distortions of U.S. history and correct its skewed 
analysis of legal rulings, Boston objectively reviews the 
evolution of church/state relations in the United States 
and looks at how the separation principle has been 
applied by the courts. He also examines efforts by 
sectarian groups to win government support for their 
schools, the school prayer issue, the history of the free 
exercise of religion, and the controversial role of 
religion in the public square.

Queering 
Christianity: 
Finding a Place 
at the Table for 
LGBTQI 
Christians

Robert 
E. 
Shore-
Goss et. 
Al.

Through essays by noted lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer or questioning, and intersex 
(LGBTQI) religion scholars, this important compilation 
summarizes the history and current status of LGBTQI 
theology, exploring its relationship to the policies, 
practices, and theology of traditional Christianity. 
Contributors contrast the "radically inclusive" thinking 
of LGBTQI theology with the "exclusivity" practiced by 
many Christian churches, explaining the reasoning of 
each and clarifying contentious issues. At the same 
time, the book highlights ways in which "queer" 
theology and practice benefit Christian congregations. 
Writing from the perspective of grassroots Christian 
LGBTQI movements, many of the contributors draw 
upon their own experiences. Equally important, the 
work creates the basis for dialogue between traditional 
churches and followers of LGBTQI theology, offering 
practical suggestions for Christian congregations that 
wish to put aside exclusionary policies and practices.

Toward 
Benevolent 
Neutrality: 
Church, State, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Robert 
Miller. 
and 
Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

Presents the text of virtually every significant Supreme 
Court decision concerning religious freedom and 
separation of church and state. Also included are 
essays interpreting the historical background and legal 
issues involved in each case, beginning with the 
principal events leading to the adoption of the First 
Amendment.

Without a Prayer: 
Religious 
Expression in 
Public Schools

Robert 
S. Alley

This is the first thorough examination of school prayer 
to bring together the experiences of parents and 
children involved in contesting public school 
sanctioned prayer and Bible reading. Alley explores the 
way in which terms like "nonpreferentialism," 
"toleration" and "accommodation" are being used to 
hide violations of the First Amendment. Personal 
interviews were conducted with those involved in 
seven prominent cases. Each story challenges 
communities that impose the mores and cultural 
patterns of religion on their public schools. The result, 
in most instances, has been angry protests as well as 
threats against parents and children, and/or property 
damage.

Red State 
Religion: Faith 
and Politics in 
America's 
Heartland

Robert 
Wuthno
w

In Red State Religion, Robert Wuthnow tells the story 
of religiously motivated political activism in Kansas 
from territorial days to the present. He examines how 
faith mixed with politics as both ordinary Kansans and 
leaders such as John Brown, Carrie Nation, William 
Allen White, and Dwight Eisenhower struggled over the 
pivotal issues of their times, from slavery and 
Prohibition to populism and anti-communism. Beyond 
providing surprising new explanations of why Kansas 
became a conservative stronghold, the book sheds 
new light on the role of religion in red states across the 
Midwest and the United States. Contrary to recent 
influential accounts, Wuthnow argues that Kansas 
conservatism is largely pragmatic, not ideological, and 
that religion in the state has less to do with politics and 
contentious moral activism than with relationships 
between neighbors, friends, and fellow churchgoers. 

The Necessity of 
Secularism

Ronald 
A. 
Lindsey

For the first time in human history, a significant 
percentage of the world’s population no longer 
believes in God. This is especially true in developed 
nations, where in some societies nonbelievers now 
outnumber believers. Unless religion collapses 
completely, or undergoes a remarkable resurgence, 
countries across the globe must learn to carefully and 
effectively manage this societal mix of religious and 
irreligious. For in a world already deeply riven by 
sectarian conflict, this unprecedented demographic 
shift presents yet another challenge to humanity. 
Writing in an engaging, accessible style, philosopher 
and lawyer Ronald A. Lindsay develops a tightly 
crafted argument for secularism—specifically, that in a 
religiously pluralistic society, a robust, thoroughgoing 
secularism is the only reliable means of preserving 
meaningful democracy and rights of conscience.

To Defend the 
Constitution: 
Religion, 
Conscientious 
Objection, 
Naturalization, 
and the Supreme 
Court

Ronald 
B. 
Flowers

The story of people who were denied citizenship 
because they were conscientious objectors to war and 
how they fought their battles in the Supreme Court.

That Godless 
Court? Supreme 
Court Decisions 
on Church-State 
Relationships

Ronald 
Flowers

The "religious clause" of the First Amendment, 
seemingly simple and clear, has been and continues to 
be controversial in its application. In this book, Flowers 
explains the Court's thinking, clarifying for readers the 
decisions that have been built on or that have altered 
previous positions.

The Majesty of 
the Law: 
Reflections of a 
Supreme Court 
Justice

Sandra 
Day 
O'Conn
or

Not about church and state, but a readable introduction 
to the Supreme Court, its procedures and some of the 
issues it faces. 

God's Profits: 
Faith, Fraud and 
the Republican 
Crusade for 
Values Voters

Sarah 
Posner

Keenly observed and meticulously reported, "God's 
Profits" examines the unholy alliance between a new 
breed of corrupt televangelists and the Republican 
Party, which is eagerly courting "values voters" in the 
nation's largest megachurches. Author Sarah Posner 
exposes the activities of Kenneth Copeland, John 
Hagee, Rod Parsley, T.D. Jakes, and other politically 
connected, skillfully marketed, and increasingly 
influential religious leaders. Preaching the "prosperity 
gospel"???the notion that faith and tithing alone can 
ensure financial security???both in their churches and 
over the airwaves, these charismatic leaders scam the 
gullible even as they enjoy unprecedented access to 
top Bush Administration officials. 

Sexual 
Orientation and 
Human Rights in 
American 
Religious 
Discourse

Saul M. 
Olyan & 
Martha 
C. 
Nussba
um

Sexual orientation is a topic of intense debate within 
America's religious traditions. These discussions have 
had a significant impact on the formation of public 
policy, as speakers who locate themselves squarely 
within religious traditions have articulated positions on 
both sides in recent arguments concerning gays in the 
military, civil rights protections for gays and lesbians, 
gay marriage, parenting and foster parenting, and 
benefits for partners of gay and lesbian employees of 
major corporations and institutions. This volume, which 
stems from a 1995 conference at Brown University, 
aims to promote both academic and public 
understanding of the different positions that exist on 
sexual orientation and its public policy dimensions 
within four major American religious traditions. Writers 
from within the Jewish community, the Roman Catholic 
church, Mainline Protestant churches, and African-
American churches explore the history and tradition of 
their communities on same-sex orientation, discuss the 
moral stance they advocate, and consider the legal 
and public policy implications of that stance. For each 
of these traditions, two opposing views are 
represented, and a respondent frames the issue in a 
larger context. The book concludes with essays by 
Michael McConnell and Andrew Koppelman exploring 
how our society might find a modus vivendi in a state 
position of neutrality on the moral status of 
homosexuality.

Attack of the 
Theocrats! How 
the Religious 
Right Harms Us 
All- And What We 
Can Do About It

Sean 
Fairclot
h

At no time in American history has the United States 
had such a high percentage of theocratic members of 
Congress--those who expressly endorse religious bias 
in law. Just as ominously, at no other time have 
religious fundamentalists effectively had veto power 
over one of the country's two major political parties. As 
Sean Faircloth argues, this has led to the crumbling of 
the country's most cherished founding principle--the 
wall separating church and state--and presages even 
more crumbling.

Ellery's Protest: 
How One Young 
Man Defied 
Tradition and 
Sparked the 
Battle Over 
School Prayer

Stephen 
D. 
Solomo
n

Tells the fascinating personal and legal drama of the 
Schempp case: the family’s struggle against the ugly 
reactions of neighbors, and the impassioned courtroom 
clashes as brilliant lawyers on both sides argued about 
the meaning of religious freedom. But Schempp was 
not the only case challenging religious exercises in the 
schools at the time, and Ellery’s Protest describes the 
race to the Supreme Court among the attorneys for 
four such cases. Solomon also explores the political, 
cultural, and religious roots of the controversy. 

The Bible, The 
School and the 
Constitution: The 
Clash that 
Shaped Modern 
Church-State 
Doctrine

Steven 
K. 
Green

Draws attention to an often overlooked nineteenth 
century that remains relevant to today's church-state 
debate
Offers historical as well as legal perspectives on a 
crucial episode in American history
Extensively documented from primary sources

Freethinkers: A 
History of 
American 
Secularism

Susan 
Jacoby

At a time when the separation of church and state is 
under attack as never before, Freethinkers offers a 
powerful defense of the secularist heritage that gave 
Americans the first government in the world founded 
not on the authority of religion but on the bedrock of 
human reason. In impassioned, elegant prose, 
celebrated author Susan Jacoby traces more than two 
hundred years of secularist activism, beginning with 
the fierce debate over the omission of God from the 
Constitution. Moving from nineteenth-century 
abolitionism and suffragism through the twentieth 
century's civil liberties, civil rights, and feminist 
movements, Freethinkersilluminates the neglected 
achievements of secularists who, allied with tolerant 
believers, have led the battle for reform in the past and 
today.

The Age of 
American 
Unreason

Susan 
Jacoby

A cultural history of the last forty years, The Age of 
American Unreason focuses on the convergence of 
social forces-usually treated as separate entities-that 
has created a perfect storm of anti-rationalism. These 
include the upsurge of religious fundamentalism, with 
more political power today than ever before; the failure 
of public education to create an informed citizenry; and 
the triumph of video over print culture. Sparing neither 
the right nor the left, Jacoby asserts that Americans 
today have embraced a universe of “junk thought” that 
makes almost no effort to separate fact from opinion.

The First 
Freedoms: 
Church and State 
in America to the 
Passage of the 
First Amendment

Thomas 
Curry

Is government forbidden to assist all religions equally, 
as the Supreme Court has held? Or does the First 
Amendment merely ban exclusive aid to one religion, 
as critics of the Court assert? The First Freedoms 
studies the church-state context of colonial and 
revolutionary America to present a bold new reading of 
the historical meaning of the religion clauses of the 
First Amendment. Synthesizing and interpreting a 
wealth of evidence from the founding of Virginia to the 
passage of the Bill of Rights, including everything 
published in America before 1791, Thomas Curry 
traces America's developing ideas on religious liberty 
and offers the most extensive investigation ever of the 
historical origins and background of the First 
Amendment's religion clauses.

The Age of 
Reason

Thomas 
Paine

Of all the tyrannies that affect mankind, tyranny in 
religion is the worst," declared Thomas Paine, adding, 
"every other species of tyranny is limited to the world 
we live in; but this attempts to stride beyond the grave, 
and seeks to pursue us into eternity." Paine's years of 
study and reflection on the role of religion in society 
culminated with his final work, The Age of Reason. 
This coolly reasoned polemic influenced religious 
thinking throughout the world at the dawn of the 
nineteenth century, and its resonance remains 
undiminished by time.
The selfsame humanist and egalitarian views that 
made Paine a popular figure of the American 
Revolution brought him into frequent conflict with 
political authorities. Parts of The Age of Reason were 
written in a French jail, where Paine was confined for 
his opposition to the execution of Louis XVI. An atack 
on revealed religion from the deist point of view — 
embodied by Paine's credo, "I believe in one God, and 
no more" — this work undertakes a hitherto unheard-of 
approach to Bible study. Its critical and objective 
examination of Old and New Testatments cites 
nemerous contradictions as evidence against literal 
interpretations of the text. Well articulated and 
eminently readable, The Age of Reason is a classic of 
free thought.

Founding Faith: 
Providence, 
Politics, and the 
Birth of Religious 
Freedom in 
America

Waldma
n, 
Steven

Waldman lays out the debate between the 
accommodationists and separationists and then details 
the activities and beliefs of the Founding Fathers to 
see who of the contemporary disputants is right. He 
comes down in favor of the separationists, but he is fair 
to each side and helps the student understand the 
nature of the debate and where it comes from. 

The First Liberty, 
Religion and the 
American 
Republic

William 
Lee 
Miller

Though many claim the United States to be a 
"Christian Nation," Miller provides a fascinatingly vivid 
account of the philosophical skirmishes and political 
machinations that led to the "wall of separation" 
between church and state. That famous phrase is 
Jefferson's, though it does not appear in the 
Declaration of Independence nor in the Constitution. 
But Miller follows this seminal idea from three great 
standard-bearers of religious liberty: Jefferson, 
Madison, and Roger Williams. Jefferson, who wrote 
the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, the 
precursor of the First Amendment of the Constitution; 
James Madison, who was politically responsible for 
Virginia's acceptance of religious liberty and who, a 
few years later, helped draft the Bill of Rights; and the 
even earlier figure, the radical dissenter Roger 
Williams, who propounded the idea of religious 
freedom not as a rational secularist but out of a deeply 
held spiritual faith. 

Church and State 
in American 
History, 3rd 
Edition

Wilson, 
John F. 
and 
Donald 
L. 
Drakem
an

Presents chronologically-organized chapters that 
include selections from documents like colonial 
charters, opinions of the Supreme Court and salient 
legislation, along with contemporary commentary, and 
incisive interpretations of the issues by modern 
scholars. Figures as divergent as John Winthrop, John 
F. Kennedy, and Sandra Day O’Connor speak from 
these pages as directly as Paul Blanshard, Leon 
Higginbotham, John Courtney Murray, and Robert 
Bellah. Church and State in American History 
addresses the difficult relationships among the political 
and religious structures of our society and the 
emergence of an American solution to the church-state 
problem.


